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S
aunders aqd Fleischaker became co-chairs of the 
church-burning project of the Lawyers' Com
mittee for Civil Rights Under Law, an organiza

tion founded by President Kennedy in 1963 in re
sponse to the critical need for legal aid in that earlier 
era. On June 25, 1996, they sent the following call to 
action to the almost 50 firms in the Lawyers' Commit
tee network: 

Dear ___ 

We of the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 

have become increasingly concerned in recent days about the 

wave of burnings of predominantly Black churches across the 

South and other parts of the country. Whether those church 

burnings are the result of an organized conspiracy or are indi

vidual acts of violence, the devastating effect on the church 

communities is the same. The churches that have been the vic

tims of such apparently racist and obviously despicable behav

ior are in immediate need of legal assistance .... 

Responses flooded in. It was "phenomenal," recalls Barbara Arnwine, 
Lawyers' Committee executive director. The reaction from the Wash
ington area was particularly gratifying, says Daniel B. Kohrman, who is 
the Lawyers' Committee supervising attorney for national Etigation and 
a prime mover in the effort to match up churches with volunteer-lawyers. 
"It's clear that the church fires struck a nerve.," 

Forty firms "from all over the country-Chicago, San Francisco, 
Boston, New York, Miami, Birmingham, Atlanta"-responded, says Arn
wine. Of that number, 15 were Washington, D.C., firms. "'T'he lawyers 
said, 'Yes, we want to assist. We will travel to the churches to participate, 
and we're willing to do this pro bono.' " 

Almost overnight, the legal service project was rich with volunteers. 
In partnership with several other organizations, but principally the Na
tional Council of Churches (NCC) and the southern regional office ofthe 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the 
Lawyers' Committee began to set up a framework for the volunteer ef
forts. From the outset, it was clear that this would be different from the 
1960s, when volunteers went south to provide legal help in the civil 
rights struggle. 

"Instead of racing into court to file a writ to get someone out of jailor 
to seek other relief for civil rights activists," explains Kohrman, "we're 
asking lawyers to help with such things as insurance and contract mat
ters, construction permits, and arson verification reports." 

Thomas Henderson, Lawyers' Committee deputy director for litiga
tion, says the services being offered are not what people might have ex
pected. "Helping churches with the rebuilding process, getting insur
ance problems resolved, working with accountants or architects, dealing 
with grant or loan matters-the work is transactional, almost corporate, 
legal work. 

"There are a lot of attorneys with that type of practice who might nOt 
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otherwise think they have services to 
offer that could be used. But, believe 
me, those are exactly what we need." 

A quick overview of cases that al
ready have come to the attention of the 
Lawyers' Committee, usually by way of 
the NCC, illustrates the kind of legal 
help the church burning victims need 
most. 

A tiny church in rural Tennessee 
needs legal advice before filing a claim 
under its insurance policy because the 
amount of that recovery must be re
ported to the NCC, which is giving the 
church a grant. Another tiny rural 
church, this one in Alabama, has been 
offcred a grant from the U.S. Depart
ment of Housing and Urban Develop
ment: To receive the money, it must 
prove that the loss was caused by arson. 
This means the crime has to be verified 
by a local or state official, which means 
more paperwork-and the services of 
an attorney. 

Another church in similar straits was 
given a modular unit as a temporary 
house of worship, but before the con
gregation can begin meeting there, it 
must answer state land use questions. 
And the pastor of a fourth burned 
church, this one in Mississippi, has spe
cific legal questions about how to use 
and account for financial donations it 
has received. 

Laurel A. Bedig is a volunteer coordi
nator charged with matching lawyers 
with client churches. An environmental, 
general and trade association lawyer and 
a colleague of Fleischaker, she's found 
that "there are a myriad of issues that 
can arise, such as canceled insurance or 
outrageous rate increases, locating and 
buying new property, which usually 

IIEveryone kept asking, IFree? Are these services really free?' 
The idea of free lawyers was a concept that people just 
couldn't contemplate.... So we were very warmly received." 

means a construction contract, and all 
sorts of donation issues. 

"In the case of the church in Ten
nessee, all we really need is a lawyer to 
writc the insurance company on behalf 
of the church and ask for documenta
tion of the total amount that's been paid 
to the church; review those documents; 
and advise the church officials as to how 
they should proceed with the NCC 
grant." 

But the Lawyers' Committee will do 
more. It plans to send small teams of 

lawyers-including black lawyers-to 
visit the churches and talk with officials 
about their current problems. In some 
cases, the team will consist of only two or 
three lawyers, not necessarily from the 
same firm. During the discussion, they 
will bring up other issues that may sur
face in the future, or that have emerged 
already but have not been recognized. 

"The idea is not just to go and put a 
little Band-Aid on the current prob
lem," explains Bedig. "There are so 
many issues that can arise out of the re
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building process. We want to help the 
church leaders recognize other prob
lems and let them know they have a 
lawyer team they can call on in the fu
ture." Lawyers who volunteer should 
expect an initial time commitment of 
several days on the road, with limited 
follow-up work from Washington. 

As the aid effort organizers have 
learned, though, it isn't enough to be 
ready, willing, and able to help. The 
victim churches represent a world that 
to almost all of the volunteer helpers is 
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Leroy Smith and Matthew Williams pile up pieces ofbrick from the remains ofbumed ' 
church n~ar Boligee, Ala. 

terra incognita. 
Bedig recalls, "I was under the naive 

impression that when you offered your 
services pro bono, you'd have people 
lining up at the door. What I've learned 
in helping to get this project off the 
ground is that we have to go out there 
and market ourselves just like we do in 
the private sector." 

According to Arnwine, "For the 
most part, the churches we're dealing 
with are very small, usually in the deep 
rural areas of their counties. Unlike 
your big, sophisticated churches that 
are constantly using lawyers, these 
churches have probably never used 

lawyers! The idea of lawyers helping 
with a contract, or helping with insur~ 
ance, is something they've never con
templated. A lot of their congregations 
are older and, while they're not rich 
churches, the term pro bono is not one 
they've ever heard." 

Arnwine still remembers her sur
prise at the audience reaction when she 
and Kohrman attended a seminar 
where the pro bono services were ex
plained. 

"Everyone kept asking, 'Free? Are 
these services really free?' The idea of 
free lawyers was a coneept that people 
just couldn't contemplate .... So we 

were very warmly received. ' 
"People stood up and said that the 

civil rights community had an impor
tant role to play here. They pointed out 
that we could help law enforcement 
agencies do a better and more sensitive 
job of investigating cases. Because of 
the insensitivities in some of these law 
enforcement agencies, some of the con
gregations fear that the people con
ducting the investigations may them
selves be racists. For example, there's a 
burned church in rural Tennessee 
where one of the people doing the in
vestigation is feared by the congrega
tion because his daddy openly admits 
he used to be a member of the Klan. 
They thought it would be helpful if we, 
who are constantly dealing with com
munities, were able to give some guid
ance. That's something we've been 
struggling with-how do you commu
nicate that fear to the law enforcement 
officials? We're still contemplating that 
request for help." 

Echoing Arnwine's comments, Hen
derson says, "There are several prob
lems. First, obviously, there are prob
lems with these agencies"-the FBI 
and the Bureau ofAlcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms--"and with state and local law 
enforcement agencies. Secondly, every
one has to remember the nature of these 

'. burnings. They are horribly intimidating 
throwbacks to a hundred years ago: In 
these very small communities, where 
there are well-kno~n family relation
ships with the Klan and other organiza
tions, people are terribly intimidated 

, and frightened. And when you get law 
enforcement agencies coming in with 
their problems and perceived problems, 
it becomes a terrible situation." 

Henderson mentions yet another 
troublesome element. "While there 
has been a great outpouring of sup
port" on 'the part of volunteer lawyers, 
"the reaction of the congregations has 
been to shy away from things. They've 
suffered this terrible intimidation, and 
all the light of publicity has been 
shined on them. They've had micro- ' 
phones stuck in their faces, and people 
wanting to interview them. They have, 
by and large, recoiled from all that. So 
it has not been easy to pair up law firms 
with these congregations. 

"It is going to take a sustained effort 
to contact them, sit down and talk with 
them, assess their needs, and explain 
what lawyers can do to help them." 

When NCC director Charles Mack 
Jones spoke to a Lawyers' Committee 
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board meeting in September, he 
urged them to be patient. "It's going 
to take some time ...." 

But he also said, "Please don't go 
away. We need you!" 

Arnwine says the Lawyers' Com
mittee has one main goal: to see to it 
that the churches get good legal rep
resentation. "A lot of the legal prob
lems exist because of the burhings, 
but what eventually comes across is 
that many of these problems are at
tributable to lack of sufficient legal 
counsel early on-before the burn
ings. Many of these churches are un
derinsured, have never gotten loans 
because banks redline their areas. All 
of these problems go to the lack of 
sufficient legal representation years 
ago. It underscores that there are still 
areas of America where people do not 
have adequate access to legal re
sources." As Bedig says, "At this point 
the main qualification we're looking 
for in volunteers is enthusiasm." 

Just as the Lawyers' Committee 
was wrapping up this initial phase of 
its efforts to help the church burning 
victims, the U.s. Commission on 
Civil Rights issued a startling report; 
In October 1996, commission chair 
Mary Francis Berry described hear

ings the commission had held around 
the country concerning the burnings. 

Berry said, "The commissioners 
learned a great deal. Some fires in 
which the perpetrators have been 
charged and convicted were not set 
for racial reasons. There appears to 
be no evidence of a national or even a 
regional conspiracy to Set the fires, 
even though many have not yet been 
solved. However, in one state, South 
Carolina, a local Klan Klavern, ac
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Total Churches Burned: 39 

June 24, 1996 

New Birth Temple 

Shreveport, Louisiana 


une20,1996 
, Immanuel Christian 

Fellowship 
Portland, Oregon 

June 18, 1996 
St.John's United 

Methodist Church 
, Berlin, Maryland 

17,1996 
Pleasant 

Missionaty Baptist 
Church 

Central Grove Missionaty 
Baptist Church 

Kossuth, Mississippi 

, Rocky Point, North 
, Carolina 

June 13, 1996 
Frrst Missionaty Baptist 

Church 
Enid, Oklahoma 

10,1996 
Lighthouse ofPrayer 

Greenville, Texas 

June 9, 1996 
Church ofthe Living God 
Greenville, Texas 

June6,1996 
Matthews-Murkland 

Presbyterian 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

June 3, 1996 
Rising Star Baptist 
Greensboro, Alabama 

May24,1996 
Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Lumberton, North 

Carolina 

May23, 1996 
Mt. Tabor Baptist 
Cerro Gordo, North 

Camlina 

MayI4,1996 
Mt. Pleasant Baptist 
T Jgrett, Tennessee 

April 26, 1996 
Effingham Baptist 
Effingham, South Carolina 

April 13, 1996 
Rosematy Baptist 
Barnwell, South Camlina 

April 11, 1996 
St,. Charles Baptist 
Paincourtville, Louisiana 

March 30,1996 
EIBethel 
Satartia, Mississippi 

March 27, 1996 
Gays Hill Baptist 
Millen, Georgia 

March 20, 1996 
New Mt. Zion Baptist 
Rulesville, Mississippi 

March 5, 1996 
St. PaulAME Church 
Hadey, Mississippi 

Februaty28,1996 
New Liberty Baptist 
Tyler,Alabama 

Febroaty 21,1996 
Glorious Church ofGod 
Richmond, Vrrginia 

Febroatyl,1996 
Cypress Grove Baptist 
St. Paul's Free Baptist 
Sweet Home Baptist 
Thomas Chapel 

Benevolent Society 
East Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana 

Januaty26,1996 
OhovahAME Church 
Orrum, North Camlina ' 

Jannaty 11, 1996 
Little Mt. Zion Baptist 
Mt. Zoar Baptist 
Green County, Alabama 

Januaty8,1996 
Innercity Church 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

I>ecember30,1995 
Salem Baptist 
Gibson County, Tennessee 

I>ecember22,1995 
Mt. ZionBaptist 
Boligee, Alabama 

August 15,1995 
St.John Baptist 
Lexington County, South 

Carolina 

June 20, 1995 
Mount ZionAME 
Williamsburg County, 

South Carolina 

Jannaty31,1995 
Mt. Calvery Baptist 
Hardeman County, 

Tennessee 

Januaty 13, 1995 
Johnson Grove Baptist 
Bells, Tennessee 

Macedonia Baptist 
I>enmark, Tennessee 
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,", ''h,'en Iwas sworn in as president ofthe DistrictofColum
, I bia Bar onJune 26,1996, I noted that, along with other 
, " ' Americans, members of our Bar were appalled at the 

, ',spate of church burnings that were then taking placew." " across parts of the country. While we were all heartened 
by the generiII outpo'ilring ofhumanitarian support to the congregations of 
these churches, it is particularly gratifying to see lawyers using their special 
skills tc;> p,rovide necessary assistance to these communities. 

These huirungs are no longer on the front pages ofour newspapers. Var
ious govel1lJ!1f!ntal ,~vestigations have revealed that many of the burnings 
were acts of criminal violence unrelated to each other. Nonetheless, the 
b~ngs have I~ft, \,contiiiuinglegacy of pain and loss in the communities 
they affected.I~ addition to the financial contributions and reconstruction 
assistance providedby individuals and groups from around the country, is 
the~anythingthatweaslawye'rs , 
candotohelp?Theanswerisa WHAT D.C. BAR MEMBERS CAN DO course, any Section steering 
resounding<.ye8." The accompa- , 

;~~ying articl~ clescrlbes hffiV lawYers and law finns from the District of Co
l~bia h~ ~een among those who have been working with the Lawyers' 
~mmitte,e'fOrJ::ivil Rights U~der Law, the National Council ofChurches 
altd.other ~ons on the often tedious, and unglamorous, but desper
,atiJrneeded,wo,k~~ help these c~mmunities rebuild. 
, '::Ute Distrifiof~olumbia Bar hasalso col1sidered whether there are ad-
diti~!l~W\lySili,atmembers ofo,ur Barcould volunteer to be ofservice in this 
endeavor. I want ~o thank Bar membersJoan Goldfrank and Daniel Singer 
for the~assistM~e in this effort. As we consider this question, however, we 
shoula'f,emember'ili~tWliathappened last summer did not signal a return to 
the da~6fStrilggte ~fthe 1950s.and 60s~ Today there are ways that members 
oftheBar,,~anhelp frOm our offices in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan 
area or 'e~~'e.whetei~the c~untij'. In fact, as the accompanying article de
scribes, many ofthe affected'communities have had difficulty responding to 

:'V' 

cording to' law enforcement officials, 
seemed' to cqnspire .in fire-setting. In 
fact, the abse'qce of a conspiracy makes 
the fires evdi'more frightening. The 
perpetrators 'could be anyone. any
where.... , 

"I toured tlie :areas where the ti res 
took phlce and tal/{ed to local people .... 
.~acial tensions a~e a major.problem in 
the states in which the burnings took 
place. Out of national sight and mind 
racial segregation exists in sch60ls .tnd 
other public facilities .... In some com
munities, white and black ministers 
and church members were working to 
rebuild churches and address racial ten
sions. in other commun'ities, except for 
one or tWO ministers or public officials, 
the only whites who became inmh'cd 
were from outside the area." 

If the Lawyers' Committee for (:i\il 
Rights Under Law has its way, there 
will soon be an influx of lawyers-ofall 
ages, races, colors and creeds-from 
"outside the area" traveling sOllth to 
make sure that the victims of this hate
ful form of violence have, at the n:ry 
least, adequate legal representation. 

Want to help? Call The Ll\\yers' 
Committee at 202/662-8600.. 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 

newly anived lawyers in their midst, even though they have come to help. In 
hisJuly 22 letter to me, DevalPatrick, the U.S. Assistant Attorney General 
in charge of the Civil Rights Division, Wrote: "There are various transac
tional needs acongregation mighthave which would benefit from the review 
of a lawyer. There Iitay also be civil litigation options a church Iitay have 
where an insurer has cancelled the policY orwhere abroker has underinsured 
aproperty." 

One way that someone who is interested can learn more about how to 
help is through the voluntary Sections of the D.C. Bar. Some of our Sec
tions representlegal specialties that could provide vital transaction and civil 
litigationsupport to lawyers working directly with the affected congrega
tions. We have therefore suggested to the Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law that they contact the steering'committees ofthose D.C. 
Bar Sections they thinkmight be able to provide needed backUp support and 

' assistance in these areas. Of 

, committee and any Bar member 
should feet free to contact Thomas Henderson or Daniel KOhnnan, at the 
Lawyers' Committee, for more information~ 

In addition, there may be problems facing many of these churches and 
their congregations-such as inadequate insurance cOverage on the church 
building or insurance policies that were cancelled- that could beaddre~sed 
collectively to the mutual benefit ofall concerned by lawYers with particular 
access to the companies involved. This might be an area where Washington 
lawyers in particularcould provide significant pro bono assistance. 

There may be yet otherways inwhich lawyers can provide voluntary, pro 
bono assistance to the comritunities and congregations that are struggling 
wi~ the aftennath of the burnings. TIieJ;efore, while we should be proud of 
all of the lawyers who have already tried to help, we might ask ourselves if 
there is anYthlngthatwe can do too. 

-Myles Y. Lynk 

IMPROvE YOUR TRIAL SKILLS! 

EARN CLE CREDITS! 

LEARN EVIDENCE! 

. HAVE FUN! 
Both games include a professional trial book entitled 
The Rules of Evidence for Witness Testimony. by 
Ashley S, Lipson, Esq, (Trial LawYer, Lecturer, and 
Author 'of evidence books for Matthew Bender), A 
Comprehensive Evidence book is 'also available, 
covering all forms of evidence, 

Order today! call J-800-832-4980 ext 1328 


Civil Objection!! 3,0 """"""",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,$149 

Objection!! 3.0 (Criminal) """"",,""'"'' ...... $149 

Civil Objection'l 3.0 & Objection!! 3,0" ",,,,, $248 

CLE,Civil Objection!! 3.0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, "" $299 

CLE-Objectionl! 3,0 (Criminal)" ,."""", $299 

CLE-Civil Objection!! & Objection! I 3,0"",,,, $398 

Comprehensive Evidence Book """"""""",,, $109 


Prices include SIO,OO Shipping and Handling 

The CLE Package indudes Objection!! 3,0 or Civil 


Objection!1 3.0, Comprehensive Evidence Book & 3 hOUfS 


of audioll'lped lecture on trial strategies. 


Available for IBM or Macintosh 


Approved for CLE credit in 17 Slates - call for details! 


-rRANSMEDIAINC. I:BlIIlmil 
2735 N Holland-Sylvania, SteB2-1328. Toledo, OH 43615 

800-832-4980'419-531-9764~419.531.0362 (FAX) 

THE WASHINGTON 

"Lipson's hit 
a home run!" 

-Jolm Treddenick, Jr" Chairman 
ABA LITIGATION APPLICATIONS 

"Addieting! Believable! Clever!" 
-Jeffrey J, Kroll 

CHICAGO LAWYER MAGAZINE 

"fresh, smart and lively, and it helps." 
-Paul S, Gillies 

VERMONT BAR JOURNAL & LAW DIGEST 

"With eight levels of-play, attorneys get 
valuable experience without ever going to 

court. It alsofeaturesanendless variety of 
circuinsta'nc,es and questions,. as new 

situations come uj! every time." 
ARlZONA ATIO~Y; February 1996 

New 3.0 VerSIons Now AY:1ilable!! 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 21, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ~ 

FROM: Stephen Warna~, Domestic Policy Council 

SUBJECT: Update on Tennessee Church Burnings 

since 1990, there have been fires at eleven churches in 

Tennessee, including three in 1996, and six in 1995. The most 

recent burning was May 28, 1996. Nearly all have been African

American houses of worship. 


There have been arrests and convictions obtained in connection 

with three of the church burnings: Friendship Missionary Baptist 

Church and Canaan AME Church, both in Maury County, and pilgrims 

Hope Baptist Church in Memphis. No arrests have been made in the 

other cases. 


Federal, State and local officials have established 

intergovernmental task forces in Tennessee. These are organized 

to include state and local law enforcement and fire protection 

officials with concurrent jurisdiction, as well as 

representatives from the ATF, FBI, U.S. Marshals Service and, 

where appropriate, the conciliators and mediators of the 

Community Relations Service. victim-witness coordinators are 

also to be included in these task forces. 


The following lists Tennessee churches that have burned: 


First United Pentecostal Church (Brownsville) 

Burned on May 28, 1996 


Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church (Tigrett) 

Burned on May 14, 1996. 


Inner City Church (Knoxville) 

On January 8, 1996, the sanctuary of this African-American church 

was destroyed by fire,. and racial slurs were spray-painted on the 

doors and walls. 


Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 

Canaan African Methodist Episcopal Church (Maury County) 

Three defendants pled guilty in October of 1995 in federal court 

to conspiring to firebomb and either burn or erect crosses at 

these two African-American churches in February 1995. One 

defendant was sentenced to 57 months in prison while the two 

other defendants were sentenced to 57 months in prison while the 




two other defendants were sentenced to 46 months in prison. 

These cases are now closed. 


salem Baptist Church (Fruitland) 

On December 3, 1995, fire partially destroyed this church. 


Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church (Fruitvale) 

Johnson Grove Baptist Church (Madison county) 

On January 13, 1995 during the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

holiday weekend, both of these African-American churches were 

totally destroyed by fire. 


Hr. calvary Baptist Church (Hardeman County) 

On January 31, 1995, this African-American church was partially 

destroyed by, fire. 


New Wright's Chapel Missionary Baptist Church (Shelby county) 

Burned September 6, 1994. 


/

pilgrims Hope Baptist Church (Memphis) 
Burned December 26, 1992. 



EXEC UTI V E OFF ICE OF, T'II E PRE ,S t.D ~ NT 

17-Jun-,1996 12: 17P~ 

TO: (See Below) 

FROM: ,0dettaS: 'Waiker 

Office of the Counsel 


SUBJECT: CHANGE: NEW TIME 5:30 IN ROOM lS0 RE: CHuRcH BuRNINGS 

Ple'ase let me know asap whether this is"okay. Thank yoti. 

Odetta ,(6-6611), 

. Distribution: 

TO: Odetta S. Walker 

TO: Marcia L. 'Hale 

TO:, Elizabeth Chandler 

TO: John C. Angell ' 

TO: Laura Capps. 

TO: K~vin Moran 

TO: victoria L. Radd 

TO: Elizabeth M.Toohey 


t '. • ITO: Kathryn Hl.ggl.ns 
TO: Floydetta McAfee ,,',' 

TO: Stephen' R. Neuwirth 

TO: ,Dawn Chirwa 

TO: Tragey .,E. Thornton 

TO: Demlis Burke 

TO: 'Jacob J. Lew 

TO: Sandra L. ,Via , 

TO: Cheryl D. Mills 

TO:" Kumiki S. Gibson 

TO: Stephen C. Warnath 


. TO: John B.' Emerson 

http:Hl.ggl.ns


O~/21/96 11:56 'fi'OOQOOOO 
., " 	 . 

"" ... '" JOI~.T.~T1\fEMENIOF ........... ". "''''':'''''. 

JAMES E. JOHNSON, ASSISTANT SECRETARY (ENF.ORCEMENT), 


DEPA:RtMENT OF THE TREASURY 

. .AND . 


DEVAL L.PATRICK. ASSISTANTA'ITORNEY GENERAL,. 

CiVIL RIGHts DNISION, DEPARTMENT OF JUStiCE, 

CO~CHAlRS, NAtioNALCHTJRCH ARSON tASk FdRCE· 


BEFORE THE CONGRESSIONAL Bl.ACK· CAUCUS 

JUNE 20t 1996 

Mr. Chairman arid Members oftheCauc:us, 'thank you fot the opt:;ofttiriity 
, 	 . . 

to appear today to discuss the effOlts of the. Federal govertirrlent to pto$ecute 


those iridividualsresponslblefdr the ~eplorable act of setting fire to houses bf 

, 

worship and intifiii~ating their parishioners. 
'. 	 . 

Before we begin, we want to cOIllI1lertd the Caucus for its leadership. iIi 


Speaking mit against church fires, and bringing these incidents to the' forefront 


of national attention. Theeff6rts of the Cauc~s have made adifference, and We 


salute all of you fot it. 


The apparent increase in the number of church arsons, particularly 'at 
. 	 .' " , 

predominant1y AfriCan American churches during the p'ast 18ri1onths 1 is 

chilling. It requires a tunely ,coordinated and comprehensive approach by the ~"'i· 

federal gbvettitrieht to this abhortent problem. The Ptl~sidfmt; the Dep'a:ttfueilts 

) 	 of Justice and the Treasury and the Congtes's have taken aggressive steps ~to 

bring to bear all necessary investigative and prosecutorial tesou~ces of the 

Federal government on this national disgrace. 



,0,6/21/96 11: 56, 'B'OOOOOOO I4J 003 
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Arrests have been made in 9 cases t including: the Mt. ZionAME 

'Church, Greeleyvi11e, sC; the Macedonia Baptist Church, Manning. SC; St. 

John Baptist Church, Lexington County, SC; the New Liberty Baptist ,~hi.Irch, 

Tyler, AL; the ElB~tlIel Church, Satartia, MS; the Matthews Murkland , 

Church, Charlotte, NC; the First Missionary Baptist Church, Enid, OK; and the 

New Light House of Ptayer, Greenville, IX. Just yesterday, an a~rest was 

made regarding Mt; tabor Baptist Church, Cerro Gordo, NC. iiI additioh, 

three people have, beeh c,onvicted dn federal conspiracy charges in the case of 

two churches in, M~uty County, Tennessee {Friendship Missionary Baptist and 

Canaan AME Church) ... 
. '. . 

The' Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) df the Department ' 

of the Treasury and Federal Buteau ofInvestigation (FBI) of the Depa:rmiellt of 

Justice have b'eenworking closely with State and local Jaw emotcefnertt. Fot 
. .!. . . 

example, the two individuals charged iIi the' Mt. Zion and Macedorua'casewete ' 

, arrested by South Carolina Law Enforcement Division officers, with the', 

assistance of Federal officials. 

The federal government has solved arid sllccessfully prosecuted a number 

of church arsons and desecrations, More than 30 of the incidents reponed to , 

the offices of ihemBers of the National Church Arson Task For'ce since 1990 
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have been solved. :These crimes are difficult to solve. since forensiC evidelite 

is often destroyed by the fire and churches ate often in remote piaceswhere 

there would be no witnesses. But .the federal governhlent -- the Justice and 

-Treasury Departments, through the FBI, ATF, Civil Rights'Division, and the 

Urtited States Attorneys -~ is committed to solving and prosecuting these crimes. 

As Treasury Secret~ry Rubin stated' "We will not be satisfied until 100 perceht . 

of the arson cases are solved, and the perpetrators brought to justice. Whatever 

it takes, however long. ~nd whofuever is responsible. II 

Let us be Clear, the Federal .governttieri[will respond to al1 violent acts 

directed at houses of worship, including arsons, as they are an assault ott a 

basic tenet of American democracy -'- religious freedom. the federal' 

government has aUthoritY under several statutes to investigate and prosecute 

suspicious tires athouses of \vorship. They inGlude the Anti-Atson Act of 1982 

,(which makes it a federal ctime to use fire [0 destroy property involved in 

interState coIll.Il1erce), 18 U.S;C.§§ 241, 247, and 248(a)(3) (which make it a 

federal crime to desecrate religious property or a house of'worship or to . 

conspire to deprive: people 'of their civil rights).' 
. . 

The. Adrrtirustratiori strongly supports an amendment. to Section 247 in a 

bill authored by Chairman Hyde and Congressman Conyers of the Judiciary . 

" ......,: 
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COIrtmittee, that passed the House last Tuesday 422-0. The amendment WQuid 

make'it easier 'to prosecute these crimes. The Administration applauds the 

,leadership of Chaitman Hyde and Congressman Conyers in movirtg this bill 

expeditiously. 

Under eXlstit(g stafut~ry authotity, the PBI and ATF have been 

investigating fires at hOllses of worship forsevetal yeats. While' we note 'that 

there has been increased'interest in receilt months in these fires. our 

investigation and prosecution eff()rts have been going on fof yea:rs. "As the 

Caucus is aware; infotniation relative to ongoing criminal ihvestigations may 

not be publicly rele~sed befote the inveStigation is concluded. We, as law 

enforcement officers, must adhere to this importaIit requirement. Tl1os, it will 
,.....,-' 

be necessary to be circumspect in s6me' of our anSwers to your questions. As 


these cases move forward,' and the petpettatots are brought to tria], we will be 

. . , ., .. , ' 

able to proYiderhore information relevant to these investigations. Bot let us 


assUre you that the Federal go'vernment is absolutely comnritted t6 determining 


, the cause of each one of these flres, and to estab1ishing the motive behind them. 

We are exploring all leads in an effort to determine if they are motivated by 

racial hatred or hostility and whether there is any link betWeen some or all, of 

them. ' 

" .... ;. 
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With well over 200 FBI arid ATF investigatots --working together with • "~.' i 

. . . '.' ", 

state and IO'cal atithotities~- this is one ()f the largest federal criminal 


investigations of ~nykind, one of the largest aison investigations in histdIy, al1d 


the largest current civil rights investigation. 

, 

A'IF is responsible for investigating suspicious fires that fall under the 


An.ti-Arspn Att. The FBJis,'responsible for investigating Civil tights violations. 


Because these cases are of national significance, 'all federal prosecutions will b'e 

. " " 

handled jointly by U~S. Attot~eys OfficeS and the Civil Rights Division, -in 
, '..,. . ' 

close coordination 'with A tF, FBI and state and local law enfofcelfient. 

Federal authorities are most often notified ~f incidents by local fire or 

police depatttn.ents. Once the ATF or FBI is notified of a suspicious fire, each 

bureau ensures that the other oureau, as well as the National Chul"chAison 

task Force, is irru'tlediately notified. AtF and FBi then cbordiIiates with Ibcal' 

authorities on the scene. 

Earlier this month the President formalized a high .level task force to 
. . '. 

coordinate these investigations. Weco..:chair this task force, and Fin Director 

Louis Fteeh and ATF Director John Magaw are members. Reptesentatives of ' 

- the United States Attdrneys Offices,i the tJ.S. Marshals ServiCe: haw'· 

Enforcement Coordinating Com..mitteeIVictiIil-Witness Coordinators and the 
. . ~ .' . ' 
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COIiuflunity Relations Service of the I)epattrtfei'it of Justice also participate on 

this Task Pdrce. The purpose of the National Task Force is to coordinate a.t'l 

asp'ects of the investigation and prosecution of cases arising out of attacks ori 

hOuses of worship, and to recofi'ltfietid other actions the government can take to 

stop the rash of fires. This task force will report weekly t'o the President' 

" through Secretary of 
, 

the Treasury Robert Rubin and Attorney General Janet 

Reno. 

Less than a week after 'it was formalized, the Task Force met with FEH 

and A TF SpeCial Agents in Charge (SACs) and with United States Attorneys 
, , . . , 

from' the Smith to emphasize the critical importance of continuing to pUr'sue 

these cases with vigilance, determination, and dispatch,' as well as with . . 

seilsitiyity to the needs of the victims.' Attorney General Reno emphasized the 

im:p'ortance of this work since Ilthe church is often more than just the place the 

. COInrhurnty wo'tships. It. is the spiritual tenter of the coti:JrtJ.urtity. To destroy' a 

church is to chip aWay at the toriiIiiunlty. II 

We realize that sensitivity is·a very important matter, as Secretary Rubin 

said, fithete are few: crimes as senSitive or·important as the t6rthingof a house 

of 'Worship, especially in an ethnically identifiable cotntnunity, and we are 

striving to earh the trust of those most deeply affected by these. tragedies. II· 
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This message has been fuHy communicated to aJI involvedftoIIi the highest 

',' 

levels. 


Many Uriited States Attorneys have already formed local taskforce's to 

i 

,--.,'deal with fires in their districts. Local task forces in Tennessee alld SOUdl 

, Carolina are working well. The Attorney General has noW directed every U.S . 
.... 

Attorney to fottn. a ,task force if they have not done so alre'ady. Each IOtal task I 

fl1r'ce is to include state and ldcal law emotcement and fire protection official~ 
"''"',: 

with concurrent jutisdiction~as well as representatives from the A TF, FBI,' 

U.S. Marshals Service and, wheteappt6pfiate, ilie conCiliators aiid nlediarors 


of the Community Relatiohs Setvice.Victiril-witness coordinatOrs ate also to', 

\ 

{' 

be made a part of this team. 

In April, the FBI hosted a hate' crimes conference in Birinirigham. 

Alabama specifically focusing OIl church arsons and desecrations in the South. 

Representatives from ATF, U. S. Aftorrteys Offices and the Civil Rights 
\ ' 

Division attended. Moreover, PBI and ATF SACs, and United States Attorneys, 

have been meeting periodically with church representatives and members of the' 

cOlfununity to keep :them apprised of fedetalefforts. nle Natiohal Task Force 

is working to mcrease this outreach. 
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Attorney' GerieralReno ant! Secte~ry Rubin have insttucted us to rt!main 

in close contact with the affected conunwrities, and this effort will expand. We 
. 	 " 

will c()ntin~e to meet and speak regularly with high level representatives from 
, 

organizations like the National Council of Churches, the NAACP, the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference, and the Congressi?IiaI Black Caucus. We 

have both traveled to the South to meet With church and community members' 

and to view personally the de"astati'on these arsons have wrought ... " 

We know from our owh ~xp'eriei1ce that" the African American chutch is 

the cornerstone of the cOIiiItmnity, and that the fires strike at its vety heart. 

These cases have a:high priority in FederaJ law ertf6r"temertt~ and we need a 
.. 	 . 

clos"e 	relationship with local laW enforcefnentand local citizens tegarding these 

kinds 	of actions. 

Finally, let us paint a picture of where our efforts are going frbIn here. 

First of all, as stated, the Task Force is working tirelessly". to coordinate 

the investigation, prose~ution, safeguarding and rebuilding of houses of 

worship. 
" 	 " 

Secdndly ~ AIF has prepared a Church Threat AsseSSlllentGuideWhich' it 

. has begu'ri to distribute throughout its divisional offices and through chUrch 

groups. This Guid~ will help churches, especially rural dnes 1 to take steps to 

·"'•.:i 

.1 
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• protect themselves from c'rifuinal arsonists and vandals. In addition, the t.LS. 

MarShals Service' will conduct risk assessments of places of worship. , 

, Thirdly,' the federal govethriient has established a toll-free tip lirie for 

'dtizens to repo'tt ififormatklIl oti these fites.We have 'already receiVed over 

730 calls through that service. That toll free number is l ...888.;ATF.;.FIRE. ' 

" . Both AT:F and FBI ate offering rewards for information in a number of arson 
'-..;; 

, cases. 

Mr. Chairman, the President has worked in recent weeks to focus 

I1ational atiemioilon church arsons. His weekly radio address, his trip to the 

site of a rebuilt Afritan American church in Greeleyville, South Carolina and 
, . . . 

his 'meeting yesterday with Southern Governors t() share information ori federal 

efforts and to collabonite on ideas, for prevention, prosecuting and rebuilding 

are some of the visible demonstrations of hiscortunitifient. As he said in his 

radio address: "We must riSe up as a l1atio1"lal,comtnuriity to sa:feguardthe right 

of every CitiZen to worship in safety. That is ',what America stands fdr. II With 
. . 

the help and leadership of the Caucus, arid the conunitmertt of all the 'American 
:.....,~ 

people, we cannot faiL 
, ; 

http:fites.We


Date: 06/27/96 Time: 13:44 
CCongress OKs stiffer Penalties for Church Burnings 

WASHINGTON (AP) Congress completed action today on legislation 
to stiffen penalties for arson in places of worship and enhance 
federal authority to investigate cases such as the rash of fires at 
black Southern churches. 

Senate legislation approved 98-0 on Wednesday was accepted by 
the House today on a voice vote, sending the measure to President 
Clinton for his signature. . 

The measure would double maximum prison. terms to 20 years for 
anyone convicted of church arson and increase the statute of 
limitations for prosecution from five years to seven. It also 
envisions more funds for federal law enforcement agencies, designed 
to help them train local and state authorities in investigating , 
suspected arson at churches. 

The measure authorizes $10 million in federal loan guarantees 
for banks financing reconstruction of arson-gutted, under-insured 
churches. 

The legislation is noteworthy for its bipartisanship'.·, The 
leading Senate sponsors were North Carolina conservative Republican 
Lauch Faircloth and liberal Democrat Edward M. Kennedy of 
Massachusetts, two men who rarely agree on legislation. 

The House approved an earlier version on a unanimous vote. It 
was sponsored by Reps. Henry Hyde of Illinois and John Conyers of' 
Michigan, chairman and senior Democrat, respectively, of the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

"If we in Congress can't agree that church burning is a 
despicable crime what in the world can we agree on," Faircloth 
said shortly before the Senate approved the measure. 

Said Kennedy: "We must send the strongest possible signal that 
Congress intends to act swiftly." 

The legislation represents Congress' response to a wave of fires 
that has damaged or destroyed more than 40 predominantly black 
churches in the South in the past 18 months. 

Clinton has ordered stepped up investigations by federal 
agencies, and announced on Wednesday an arson-prevention initiative 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency "to protect houses of 
worship and prevent future fires." 

Up to $45 million in public funding has been allocated for the 
plan called the National Arson Prevention Initiative. 

Under the initiative, a toll-free telephone 'number 
1-888-603-3100 has been established for information on arson 
prevention, training and technical assistance available from 
private and public sources. 

At a White House meeting with Southern governors last week, 
Clinton said he sees no evidence of a single national conspiracy in 
the burnings, but he said most: have been "racially motivated." 

"At this point, there is no evidence of conspiracy, but there 
is clear evidence of racism," Attorney General Janet Reno said 
Monday in Detroit. 

And despite,the bipartisan'Senate vote, Kennedy and Faircloth 
indicated by their comments that they viewed the ,church fires from 
slightly different perspectives. 

Faircloth made virtually no reference to race in his remarks, 
except to say that the issue is "not about liberals or 
conservatives or blacks and whites." 

Kennedy referred to the nation's civil rights struggles when he 
said the current "wave of arsons primarily directed at 



African-American churches is a reminder of some of the darkest 
moments of our history." 

,The two senators absent for the vote were Democrats Dale Bumpers 
of Arkansas and Howell Heflin of Alabama. 
APNP-06-27~96 1349EDT 

J
) 



__ IaI 001/0231Q/10~96 12:35 ftOOOOOOO' 
•... r, 

" , 

u.s. Department of Justice 

Civil Rights Division 

OffiCI! 'of tM .MSiSlafll Arromey Genual Washington. D.C. 2Q530 

TO: 

FROM: stuart Ishimaru 
(202) 514-3845 . 

Number of pages, Including cover: . 2-).' 

• 


"' 




~002/02310/10196 12:35 ftOOOOOOO 

NATIONAL CHURCH.ARSON TASK FORCE 

Church Fires Fa.ct Sheet 


Data as of October 9~ 1996 


since January 1 1995·'r 

Arsons, Bombings,· 	 266 
Attempted Bombinq 

.	Incidents in which 81* 
an arrest has been made 

Incidents in which 18 
a conviction has. been 
obtained .. 

-Nationwide southern States** 

African American 
Houses of- Worship 117 88 

Non-African American 
Houses of Worship 149 79 

* In these 81 
; 

cases, over 100 defendants have been arrested. 

**Southern states: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina,South 

. Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia 

"' 
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Federal Investigations of Incidents of Arsons and Bombings 

Against Houses of Worship Since January ~, ~995 ' , 


Ceas,ed on information compiled as of October 9, 1996) 


ALABAMA 

1.' Mount Zion Ba.ptist Church 
2. Little Zion Baptist church 
3. Mount'Zoar Baptist Church (Boligee) -- Between December 22, 

1995 and January 12, 1996 I, ,three African-American Baptist 

churches were destroyed, by fire. ' 


4. Faith .Whole Truth Church (Pennington) -- ,On October 3l, 1995, 

this church was burned and vandalized. Two individuals 'have· been 

convicted. 


5. New Liberty Baptist church (Tyler) - -", 'rhis African-American 

church was completely destroyed by fire o~'February 28, 1996. 

State charges have, been filed. , '! . 


6. Central Baptist (BroWns), -- On March ~5t 1996, this 
predominantly African-.l\merican church was 'burned .. 

. . . ~ 

. , 

7. ,Ashbank Freewill Baptist Church (Nauvoo) - - On May 6 , .1996, 
this church was burned. ·A subject has been charged' in the arson. 

8. Rising Star (Greensboro) -- On June 3, 1996,this. 
predominantly African-American church was burn~d causing'nearly ~ 
$250,000 in damages. 

9. Isabella Baptist Church (Tyler) ... - On July 22, 1996, t.his 
predominantly African-American church was burned. ' An arrest has 
been made. 

10; Emmanual Outreach Church (Decatur) -- On July 28, '1996, this 
predominantly African-American church was burned\, 

11. Skyline Free Holiness Church Hall (Skyline) On August 31, 
1996, this church was·burned. 

. ' . 

12. First Assembly ·of God Church (Dothan) --On September 10, 
1996, the youth ministries building of this church was burned. 

ARIZONA 
"' 

13. Greater New \Zion Baptist Church, (Phoenix) ... -On April io, 
1996, this predominantly African-American church was burned. 
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14. First southern Baptist Church (Tucson) -- On February 9, 

1996, a fire at this racially mixed church caused $1,000,000 in 

damage. ' 


15. Ingl.esia Del: Nombre De Jesus Cristo Church, (Glendale) -- On 

July '23, 1996, this church was burned. 


16. Korean First Ful.l Gospel Church (Tucson) -- On July 23, 

1996, two structures used as classrooms by the church were 

burned. 


17. United Baptist Church (Yuma) -- On September 30, 1996, this 

church was burned. 


.....··'-·_':'--ra-. "Our Lady of ;Guadalupe Chapel (Yuma) On September 30, 1996 
this church was burned. 

ARKANSAS 

19. Clayborn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal ,Church 
(Arkadelphia) -- On July 20, 1996, a well 'house located on the 

grounds of this predominantly African-American church was burned. 


20. New Calvary ,Church of God in Christ (Camden) -- On,July27, 

1996, this African-American church was burned. 


21. Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church (Marvell) -- On August 

20, 1996, this church was burned. 


!' 
22. Saint Mathew of Turner Missionary Baptist Church (Turner) - 

On August 21, 1996, this c:hurch was burned. 


23., Kentucky Missionary Baptist Church (Benton) - - On August .24, 

1996, this church' was burned. 


24. Harmony Baptist Church (Pollard) On September 2,' 1996 I 

this church was burned. ' 


25. Freedonia Missionary Baptist Church (Helena) -- On September 

26, 1996/ this predominantly African-American church ,was burned.' 


CALIFORNIA .. 
26. Saint Anne's. Episcopal Church (Oceanside) - - On June"S", 
1996 I this church was burned causing approximately $150 I 000 in,' 
damage. 
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27. First Baptist Church (El Monte) -- On June 1, 1996, this 

church was burned. 


28,. First Baptist Church (El Monte) -~ On June 6, 1996, this . 

church was burned. 
;,' 

29. Trinity Presbyterian Church (Spring Valley) ,,;.- oriJune 18 or ' 

19,1~9~, this church, was burned; An arrest has been made. 


30. Visalia Community Church of Christ (Visalia) -~ On June 26, 

,1996, this church was burned .. ' . 


31. ,Lighthouse Church (Los Angeles) -~ On July l4, 1996,' this 

predominantly African-American church'was burned. 
 ... 
32. Church of the Body of Christ, (Highland) On August 4, 

1996, this church ,was burned. 


33. Gethsemane Lutheran Church (San Diego)' -- On August 21, 

1996, a playhouse, and shed were burned. o,n'the property of this 

church. "., 

34. New Home Missionary Baptist Church (Sacramento) .;.- On 

September 8, 1996, this African-American church was burned. 


35.. Deliverance ··Church of God in Christ (Los Angeles) -- On 

September 7 I .1996, this churc.h was burned. . 


36. First Union~Eaptist,Church (San Francisco) - OnSeptetnber 

15, l'S96,this predominantly African-American church was burned. 


COLORADO, 

;, ,. 
37. ,Central Baptist Church (Denver)-- August io, 1996, a fire 

occurred in a window well of' this church. 


'DELAWARE: 

38. Saint AndrewsPresbyteriazj; (Newark) :- - On March 2S I 1996, 

this .church was burned. 


. , 

39. Slaughter Neck"Methodist (Milford) ,:.,.. On May ,2, 1996 this 

church was burne4., An arrest has been made. ' 


40. Enmtaculate Heart of Mary Church (Wilmington) On September 

I, 1996, a, fire occurred on church property. 
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FLORIDA 

4l. First Born Church (Tallahassee) -- On May 6, 1995, this 

church was burned. An arrest has been made. 


42. Gunnery Road Baptist Church (Lee Co.) -- On April l3, ~996, 

this 'church was burned. ' 


43. bId Faith Gospel Praise Church (Inverness) -- On April ~4, 

1996, thus church was burned. 


44. Palmetto CommWlity Church (Miami) ,-- On ,July 6, 1996, this 

church was burned. 


4S. ,Evangelistic Temple Church of God (Mar.ianna)' - - On June. ~2, 


~996, an associate .pastor discovered ,two ~urn marks on a pew in 

this At"rican-American church (approximately.$300 damage) , An . 

arrest has been ~ad~. 


46. Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church (Gretna) -- On July 

25, 1996, thi~ predominan~ly African-Amer'ican church was burned. 


47. Hunterdale Pentecostal Church 
48. Bethel Baptist Church 

49~ Mayfair Baptist Church (Jacksonville) -- Between August 5th 


,and 	7th, 1996, Hunterdale Pentecostal and Bethel Baptist Church" 
which is predominantly African-American, were,burned. On August 
6, 1996, an explosive device ,was found in Mayfair Baptist Church. 
The device was removed by police and did not explode. ' 

50. Holy Cross Orthodox Mission Church (Daytona Beach) .On 

August 6, 1996,this church was burned. 


S~. Faith ,United Methodist Church (Jacksonville) -- On Septem,per 

7, this church w~s burned. 


, , 
, , 

S2 . New Life Tal:rernacle and Young People Church (Deland) On 

September 8, 199G, this predominantly African-American church was 

burned. 


S3. Apostle Faith Church o'f 
.' 

Jesus Christ (Indiantown) - - On 

September lS, 1996, this, predominantly African-American church 

was burned.' 


-, 
GEORGIA 

54. Gays Hill Baptist Church (Millen) -- On March 27, ~996, this 
African-American ;churchlocated in a rural area of Jenkins County 
was totallydestr;oyed by fire. 
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55. New, Life Christian Church (Stone Mountain) -- On May 26, 

1996, this church'was burned. 


'.56. Pine Lake Baptist Church (Dekalb County) -- On June 17, ,;' 

1996, this church was burned. 

57. Swift Creek, Missionary Baptist Church (Macon) -- On August 

7, 1996, this predominantly African~American church was burned. 


" "', 

58. Central Baptist Church (Warner Robins) -- On August 8, 1996, .::: 

two buses, two vans, a trailer, and a bus storage 'shed belonging 
to this church were burned. 

59. New Beginning Baptist Church (Fort Valley) On August 13, 

1996, this church was burned. 


, 60. Church of Christ (Auburn) On AUgUst. 28, 1996; this church 
was burned. : 

ILLINOIS 

61. Charleston Community (Charleston) On August. 9,1995, this 

church was burned. 


62. Revival Center (Chicag¢) '--- On November 7, 1995, this 

African-American church was burned. 


63. First B;:1ptist Apostle (Chicago) -- On January 8, 1996, 'this 

African-American church was burned. 


64 . New Pi·lgrim 2 Baptist Church (Chicago) - - On May 2" '1996, 

this church was burned. 


65. Church of God (South Aur~ra) --'On June 16, 1996, this 

church was burned. 


66. Masjid AI-Faatir Mosque (Chicago) -- On June 28, 1996, this 

mosque was burned. " 


67. Lake Street Church of Evanston (Evanston) -- On August 18, 

1996, this church was burned. 


6.8. The Baptist Church of Christian Valley, (Ford Heights) -- On 

August 30, 1996,~ this predominately African-American church was 

burned. 
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INDIANA 

69. 'Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church (Fort wayne) ,-- On August 
2nd or 3rd,1996, this church was burned. An arrest has been 
made. 

70. Saint Boniface Catholic Church (W~stphallia) , On July 7, 
1996, this church was burned. An arrest have been made. 

71. Hickory Grove Community. Church (Ot·tumwa) - - ,Ort September 2" 

1996, this church was burned. An arrest nas been made.'
, 

I<k,\lSAS ' 

72. Sacred Heart Catholic Church (Bonner Springs) --On June 30, 

1996, this church was burned. 


KENTUCKY 

73. Cash Creek Baptist Church (Henderson) --: On April la, 1996, 

th,is church was totally destroyed by fire resulting in 'total 

damage of $262,000. 


74. The Church of Christ (Nicholasville) -- On 'June 28, 1996, 

this church was burned. Arrest have been made. 


75. Walton Church of God (Walton) --: On July 18, 19'96, this 
,church was burned. 

76. Church of God in Christ (Providence) On July 23,' '1996~ 
this African-American church was burned. 

77. Gospel Barn (Monticello) ~ - On "July' 26, 1996, this church 
was burned. ' 

,
78. Lightbouse Assembly of GodCburch (Mount VernOn) On July , ... 

27, 1996, this church was burned. 

79. Livingston Pentecostal Church {Livingston} -- On July 29, 
1996, a smoke bomb was thrown into this church. Arrests have 
been made. 
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80. Arcade Baptist Church "(Louisville)' -- On August 6,: 1996~ 

this church was burned. 


81. Galilee Baptist Church (Louisville) On August 9, 1996,

this church was burned. . 


82. 'Emmanuel Full Gospel Churoh (Hi Hat)-- On Sept.ember 1, 

19ge, this church was burned. 


LOOTS IAJ.'JA 

83. Assembly ,of God (Westwego) an' April 1S 1995, this 

--church was burned. Arrest made .. 

t 


84. Mount Corinth Churoh of God in Christ (Vivian) On May 24( 

1995, an adjacent structure belonging to [this African-American 

church was burned. 


85. Cypress Grove Baptis~ Churoh (Zachary) 
86. St.' Paul's ,Pree Baptist' Church . 
87. Sweet BomeBaptist Church , I 


8a: Thomas Chapel Beney-olent Society (Baker) On February 1, 

1996, these four African~American churches, located within a six 

mile radius of each other I were burned; .resulting in partial 

destruction to Cypress Grove and minimal damage to the other 

three churches. " , 


89. Oak Ridge Baptist Church (Calvin) -- On April 8, 1996, this 

predominantly A,frican-American church was·burned. 


90. St. Charles Baptist Church (Paincourtville) -- A fire 

occurred at this African-American church on April 11, 1996. 


91. New Birth. Temple (Shreveport) -- On June 24,1996, this 

African-Arri.erican.church was burned . 


.,92. Greater Ebenezer Baptist Church ,(New Orleans) -- On June 29, 
1996, lumber at 'the construction site of a "predominantly African
American church was burned. 

93. Saint Abrahams. Baptist· Church (Shreveport)-- On August 2,· 

1996, . this churo? was burned. 


94. O~r Lady Queen of Heaven School (Lake Charles). ~- On August ... 

25, i996 i a school which shares property with this. church was 

.1::;lurned. . . 

95. St. John Baptist Churoh (Haughton) On September 2.9, 1996, 

this churoh.was slightly burned. 




iO/l0(96 12:31 ftoooooOO ~OlO/023 

'j • ". 

" 

MAINE 

96. Sacred Heart Catholic (Portland) -- This .church was burned 

, on June 14, 1996. 


97. Saint Anne's Catholic Church (Lisbon)-- On July 6, 1996, 

this church was burned. 


MARYLAND 

98. Fruitland First Baptist Church (Fruitland) -,- On January 30, 
1.9.96, this church was burned' causing' an estimated $150,000 in 

damage. . " 


99. John Watters.Meetj.ng,House. of the So~i~ty for Friends 
(Quakers) (Bel Air) --On March 21, '1996,' this Quaker church was . 

.' burned .. Arrest have been made. .. ~ 

'100. Unitarian Church of Anne Arundel County (Annapolis) --.On 

. July 6, 1996, t'his church was burned. 


101. Pentecostal Full Gospel (Sabillasville)-- On or about July 
28, 1996, ~his church was burned. 

102. Thawleys Chapel (Hillsboro) On September 2, 1996, there 
was an attempted. arson at this church. 

103. Granite Baptist Church (Glen Burnie)-,:" On September 6, 

1996/' a truck owned by this church was. burned. The church 

building was damaged slightly by the ~moke.th~truck fire. 


, MICHIGAN 

104. ~aith Baptist Church (Lambervil,le] -- On August 12, 1996, 

this. church was burned. 


lOS. Cass Commw"ity United MethodistChurch-- On August 25, 

1996, this Afric~n-Am~rican church was burned. 


106; Greater Mount Zion Baptist Church -- On August 27, "1996, 
this predominant~y African-American church was burned. -, 

. , 

107. Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church :..- On October'],., 1996, 

this church was burned.' 


! . 
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MINNESOTA 

lOS. Grace .Lutheran Church (Westbrook) -- On June 20,' 1996, this 
church was burned. 

109. . Br'ook~yn Park Evangelical Free Church· (Brooklyn' Park) - - On 
August 15, 19.96,· this church was burned. An arrest has been 
made. 

• < ~ 

·110. Progressive Missionary Baptist Church (Saint Paul} - - On 
August 16, 1996, ·this predominantly African-American Church was 
burned." . 

- -:- ----··-·l-J.:·l-;-··...:erow River Lutheran Church (Belgrade) ':' - On September .7 , 
1996, this church was burned. 

MISSISSIPPI 

112. Lynch Chapel U.M.C. (Clinton) -- On- November 1, 1995, this 
predominantlY African':"Americanchurch wa's burned. An arrest has 
been made . 

.113. St. Paul's~Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
(Smithville) -- A fire.causing nominal damage to an. African

American church occurr~d on March 5, 1996. 

114. New Mount Zion Baptist Church (Ruleville) .-- On March 20,. 
1996 I .a fire' inside this African.;.American church resulted in the 
burning of two church pews and ext~nsive smoke damage. 

115. Elbethel Church <Satartia) .~ 'On March 30, 1996, an 
African·American ;,church under construction was burned resulting 
in minor damage.' Local charges have been filed and an arrest has 
been made. ' i 

i16.· Mount Pleaf;Jant·· Church (Mount Missionary) 
117. Central Grove,MB Church (Kossuth) -- On June 17, 1996, 
these' African-American churches were burned. 

11S. House.of PJ;'ayer, Church of God in Christ Church 
(Greenville) -- On June 30, 1996, this church was burried. 

119; Beacon BaptistChurci?- (Yazoo City) -- On August 4, i996, .,
t'his predominantly African-American church was burned. 

120. First James;Creek Baptist Church (Brooksville) -- On 
September 6, 1996, this predominately.black church was burned. 

http:House.of
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121. First Missionary Baptist Church (GulfPort) --On September 

9/1996, chis African-Arhericanchurch was burned. An arrest has 

been made. 


MISSOURI 

1~2. Ozark Primitive Baptist Church 
123. Shilo Bapt;ist Church (Webster County) On May 5, 1996, 

these two churches were burned. Arrests have been made. 


124. 'Oglesv~lle General Baptist Church (Qulin) -- On .June '21, 

1;996 I ,this church was des,troyed by fire. 


I. . . • . .. , 

l25. CalvarYT¢mple Baptist Church (Fredericktown) -- On July 

26, 1996, this church was burned. 1,· 


126. New Liberty Baptist Church (West Plains) -- On August 26, 

1996; this church was burned. 


l27. Greers Chapel Church (Sikeston) ;..;..on September 13, 1996, 

this predominately African-American church was burned. 


, NEVADA 

128. . Our Lady o'f Las Vegas (Las Vegas) - - On June, 16, 1996, this 

church was burne'd. " 


129. Firat co~gregational Church (Reno) -- On June 28th, 1996, 

this church was burned. 


130. Church of Christ (Henderson) On September 19, 1996, this 

predominantly Af·rican-American church was burned. 


NEW JERSEY 

l3l .. Voice Center Baptist Church (Tinton Falls) --On February 

.13, 1996, the interior of this predominantly Af,rica.n":'American 

church was completely destroyed by fire., 


, . , " 

132. Beth I:sraell. Synagogue (Woodbury) -- On September 30~ 1990, 

an attempted arson occurred at this synagogue.--" 
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NEW MEXICO 

133. Bernalillo Baptist (Albuquerque) -:.. On March 27; 1996~ this 
church was burned. 

134. Church of the Living God (Albuquerque) -- On August 15, 
.. 

'"," ', .. '1996, this predominantly Afr.ican-American church was burned. 

. " :~~;:NEW YORK 

135~ Temple Beth El (Rockaway) ,-- On January 13, 1995', this· 
.-- -·-synagogue was burned. Arrest made and conviction obtained. 

136. Temple Derech Emuch '(Rockaway) '-- .On April 30, 1995, this 

synagogue was burned. Arrest made and co~viction obtained. 


137. Yeshiva of 'Belle (Belle Harbor) -- On May 6, 1995, this 

Jewishcencer was burned. Arrest made and conviction obtained . 


. ,. 
138. St. Edmunds Catholic (Breezy Point) -- On June 15, 1995, 

this church was burned. . 


139. St. Edmunds Catholic (Breezy Point) On June 21, i99S, 

thi s church, was burned. 


140. Church of Jesus Christ:. (Glenville) -- On March 5, 1996, 

this church was burned. 


141. RiverView Missionary (Kingston)-- On April 19,· 1996, this .. 

African-American 'church was burned. 


142. Kiryas Joel Hasicl;i,a Community (Monroe) -- On July 21, 1996, 
a'meeting/recreationroom used by this group to conduct religious 
services was. burned. 

143. Jersey·City Deliverance Center (Jersey ·City) -- On July 24{ 

1996, a bus owned by this· predominantly. African-American· 

congregation was ~urned. . 


. ; 
144. Queensboro:Hills Jewish Center Synagogue (Fresh Meadows) 

On. July 27, 19915/1 an improvised explosive device detonat.ed on the 

front door of this church. . 


.. 
145. Avoca United Methodist Church (Avoca) -- on,August 30, 


'.1996, this church was. burried .. 


http:detonat.ed
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NORTH CAROLINA' 

146. B'nai Israel (Wilmington) On May 7, 1995, this synagogue 
was, burned.'. 

147. Mt. Pisgah Baptist (Raeford)--: On October 31, 1995, this 

African-American church was burned .. 


148. Mount. Mori~h Bap~ti:st Church . (Efla~d) , '- - On December 2S I 


1995" this African-American church was burned. 

, .' " 

149. Ohovah A.M.E (Orrum) :.:-. On January 6, 1996 this African

American church was burned. Arres t made. ' 


ISO.. ' Hebron United Methodist ('~ale) --, On ,April 26, 1996, this 

chu~ch was burned. 


151. Mt. Tabor Baptist Ch~reh (Cerro Gordo) -- 'On May 22, '1996, 

chis predominantly African-American church was burned. Arrests 

have been made. . , 


152. Pleasant Hill Baptist (Lumberton) ThisAfrican~American 
,church was burnec;i on. May· 24, 1996. Arr~st made. 

153. Matthews-Murkland Presbyterian Church (Charlotte) -- This 

African-American church was set afire either late in the night 

June 6, 1996 or early in the, morning of June.7. The. entire 

historic frame building was gutted. The church building was not 


,in use. An arrest has been made. The subject.J,aterpled guilty. 

154. Pleas'ant Ridge United'Chureh of Christ (Greensboro, 

Guilford County) .-- On June 29, 1996,' this church was burned. 

Arrests have been made. ' . 


ISS, Saint James African Methodist Episoopal Zion Church 
(Maysville, Jones County) -- On June 30, 1996, this predominantly 
African-Americanichurch was burned. ' 

l56. Beulah Land Baptist Church (Roaring River) On July 1, 

1996, the fellowship building of this" church was. burned and 

vandalized. An arrest has been made. ' 


157 ..Carmel Baptist Church (Matthews) -- On July 14, 1996, 

building materials at the construction siee of this church were 

burned. An arrest has been made. 


, 
158. New River Baptist Church (Sparta) -- On August 13, 1"'996, 

this church was qurned. 


" .; 

..... 

,,.
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159. EbeneezerFull Gospel 'Missionary Baptist Church (Canton), 

On June 18, 1996, thispredominanely'African-Americanchurch was 

burglarized and burned'. Arrests made. 


160. On Fire For. God (Bidwell) -- On July t1, '1996, this church' 

was burned. 
 . ;" ,. 

OKLAHOfoif.A , 

--161~' First Missionary Baptist (Enid) On .June 13,1996, this
African-American church was burned. ,An arrest has been. made. 

162 . South L~kewood Ba'ptist Church (Tulsk), -- On June 26, 1996 f 

it was discovered that this church had recently burned (date

unknown) . . . ~ 


163: Faith Tabernacle Church .{Ponca City} On July 9 I 1'996, an 

incendiary device was found at this church. 


164.' saint Paul, A.M.E. Church (Frederick) On July 28, 1996" 
. this predominantTy ,African-American church was burned·. 

OREGON 

,,' 

165. Immanuel Free Methodist (Portland) -- On June 20,1996, this 

African-American church was. burned. An arrest and conviction has 

been obtained. 


. . 

166. Portland Church of Scientology O?ortl,and) -- On September,' 

25, 1996, this church was burned.' 


PENNSYLVANIA 

167. Glenwood Ohit~d Methodist (Smithton) ~-On June 4, 1995, 

this church was burned. 


169. Bible Evangelical Methodist Church (Eristol) ~ - On June 24, -, 

1996, there was an attempted arson at· this pred9minantly_~frican-

American ,church.·, . 


169. CookmanUn:tted Methodist Church (Philadelphia) -- On July 
16, 1996, this 'African-American church was burned. An arrest has 

. been made. 
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170. Cookman UriitedMethodist Church (Philadelphia) -- On August 

23, 1996, this African-American church was burned for a second 

time. 


171. Shaare Torah SynagogUe (Pittsburgh) ~- On September 9, 

1996 I this synagogue was. burned. ' . 


172. (Hading p:z!.esbyterian Church (Philadelphia) -- On September 

14, 1996, this ~hurch was burned. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

173.. Summ.ergro~e Baptist Church (Aiken) On ,May 20, 1995 thisI 

predominantlyAfrican~American church was·~urned. 

174. Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church (Greeleyville), 
175. Macedonia. Baptist Church (Manning)-- These African

American churches burned on June 20 and 2~, 1995. Two subjects 

have pled guilty: to federal arson charges. Two more subjects 

have been arrested in connection with the arson at the Macedonia 

Baptist Church. . 


176. ·st. John Baptist Church {Dixiana) --On August IS, 1995 1 

.this 	predominantly African-American church was complet::.ely 
destroyed by fire. A juvenile and two adults, age .18 and 19 i 
were arrested on state arson charges .. 

'177. Islamic Center of Greenville (Greenville) -- On October 21; 
·1995, this mosque was burned. Arrest made. 

, . 	 . 
178. Mount Hill. Missionary Baptist Church (Montmorenci) -- On 

December I, 1995, this prec:l0minantly African-j\.merican church was 

burned. 


179. St. P.riuil A.M.E. Zion' (Harleyville) • .: On J:anuary 25/ 1996, 

this African-Ame;rican church was burned. 


180. Butler Chapel A.M~E. Church (Orangeburg County) On March 

31, 1996 this church was burned. Arrests have been made. 


181. Mount Olivet Baptist Church 
182. Allen's Chapel 
183. Rosemary Baptist Church (Barnwell· County), Fires occurred' 

at these three churches, including one African-:-American chur.ch, 
 'i 

(Rosemary Baptist) on April 13., 1996. The pulpit at the 
predominantly African-American Rosemary Baptist church was 
completely destroyed.

184. Effingham. 'Baptist Church (Effingham) -- On April 26, 1996, 

this 114' year-old African~American church was burned. As a 
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result, the sanctuary was completely destroyed: and the meeting 

hall was partially damaged. 


185. Covenant Baptist Church (Gaston) --'On May 22, 1996, this 

church was burned. . 


186 .. New Saint Paul Apostolic Church (Florence) -- On June 11, 
1996 this African-American church was burned. An arrest has been 
made~ 

187.· Life Christian Assembly Church (North Charleston) -- On 

June 17, 1996 this church was burned. Arrests made. 


1.88. Johns Island Church (Johns' Island) -- On July 16, 1996 f a 
fil'e'-occurred .at a building tha.t a group of Afr.ican-Americans had 
at one time expressed interest in using.as'a church.. An.arrest 
ha.s been made..· , , 

le9. Springhill,A.M.E. Church (Dillon) --' On August 1~ 1996, 

this predominantly African-American churc~was burned. Arrests 

have been made. 


TENNESSEE 

190 .. Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church {Fruitvale} 
191. Johnson Grove Baptist Church (Bells) -- On JanuarY 13, 

1995, during the :Dr.. Martin Luther King, Jr. , holiday weekend, 

both African-American'churches were totally destroyed by fire. 


192. Mt. calvarY Baptist Church (Hardeman.county) -- On. January 
31, 19§5, this African-American church burned and was partially 
destroyed by fire. . 

, . . 
193. Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 
194. Canaan African Methodist Episcopal Church (Maury County) - 
Three defend~nts ,pled guilty in October of 1995 in federal .court 

.to 	conspiring to fir~bomband either burn or. erect crosses at 
these two African-American churches, in February 1995 .. One 
defendant was sentenced to 57 months in prison while the two 
other defendants!were 'sentenced to 46 months in prison. These 
cases are closed~ 

195. St. Maryls;EpiscopalSchool (Shelby CO'!J.nty) -- On October 
.16, 1995, this b4ilding was burned. An ,arrest has been made. 

196. Holy Communion School, (Shelby county) - - On November' 30, 

1995, this schooJ;was burned. An arrest has been made. 
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197 . Co~onial' Park United Methodist Church '<Shelby County) .;. - On 
December. 5 ( 1995, th±schurch w:as burned. Ail arrest.' has been.
made. . . . 

198 ... Emmanuel United; Metl'iod'ist (Memphis) ,- - On pecember 8, '1995" 
this, church was' burned. An arrest, has been ,made. ' 

',' .. 
199. SaleIi1.Saptist'Church (Fruitland)~- On December 30,' 1995, 
fire partially, destroye,d this African-~meric,an ch.urch. 

200 . ImierCity Chur,ch 
201. "KnoxvilleCommunity Investment Corporation (Knoxville) 
On January 8,' 1996, tp~ sanctuary of this African-American church 
was destroyed by fire, and ,racial slurs,were spray,pCiinted on the 

,~,__.:.:",.doors_ and walls. . On August 5 i 19 96 ,a telephonic bOmb threat was' 
received by. the ';Knoxville 'Community Investment\ Corporation, which 
is the flagship ,company' operated by' ,the 'pastor of the Inne,iCity

" Church. . . ,. 
, " 
" . 

.2~02.calvary Baptist Church 
? , 

203. Shady Grov,e Presbyterian (Shelby County) . -- On April 20," 

1996, and ,December' I, . 1995, respectively, these: churches'w~re 

ht+rnec. An arrest ,has been made . ' . 


204. Mt. Pleasant Bap'tis,t Church' (Tigrett) 

. this African.Ainerican, church wasburn'ed. 


'2.05. Mt~' Zion Methodist· (Viola)· ","'.On June ,s,,1996,"this'churCh 

was burned~ 


" -' .. 
,206.., God's Chapel Church (Engelwood) '-'- On June 27, 1996,' this' 
'church was. burned .. 

207 ~ Church of ·.the' Nativity (Bartlett> . On June, 29 I' 1996, this 
chu~ch was burned~O,n AUgUstS,i996 ,:,the subject pled guilty to 
federal 'charges ..; 

,208 .. Boone Tem.ple Pentecostal Church (Claiborne County)-":. On. 

July 22", 1996, .this· church ,was burned. 


'2Q9. Church' of God of Prophecy (Dyersburg) --,.On July 22, 1996, 

this' church was burned. Ail .ar'rest has been made. 


210. Spencer ,Hill Church of Christ (,Mount Plec;sant). ,~-OnA'\.lgust 
20;.1996, this church wasvandaJd.zed and an arson ,wa.s: at'tempted:" 
Arrests have been made. 

211. Harmons Valley tlnitedKethodist' Church (Mosheim). - - On. 

August 28, 1996 this church was burned~ , 


'.' 
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212. Sinking Springs Lutheran Church (Midway) -- On August 28, 

1996, this church was burned. 


213. Smyrna Church of Christ (Culleoka) On Sept.ember I, 

1996" this church was burned. 


...: ..214.' New FreedqmMissionary (Morristown) On Sept.ember 19 , 
1996 I, this church was burned. 

215. First Baptist Church of Bells{Bells)", - -' On September 20 I 

1996, a van on church property was burned. 


TEXAS 

" 

216'. Miles Chapel Christian Methodist Episcopal Church (HOUston) 

-- On January 29, 1995, this predominantly ,African-American 

church was 'burned. 


1 

217. The Love Fellowship Church of God in Christ (Houston) On 

February, 16, 199:5, this church was ,burned~ 


2l8. Marble Falls United {Marble 'Fall's) Ori April 4, 1995, 
this church was burned. Arrest made. 

219. Victory Baptist Church (Denison) On June 5, 1995, this 

predominantly African-American church was burned. A subject has 

pled gu'ilty. 


220. Fellowship.: Bible (Plano) -- On July 25, 1995, this church 
, was, burned. 

221. Greater Gospel Temple (Dallas) -- On Nbvember14, :1995, 

this predominant~ly African-American church was 'burned; . 


222. Cypress Tr~ils United Methodist Church , 
223. ,Resurrection Lutheran Church (SpriI:lg) -- On January.27; 

1996; these two :churches, located. approximately five miles apart, 

burned. 


224.· Real Rock Church (Houston)-.:. On February 12, 1996, 

property belonging to this African-American church was, burned. 


225. Real Rock Church <Houston)--On February 16, 1996,. 

separace propercybelonging to this African-American church· was 

burned. An arre,st. has, been made., 

" 


226. Westside Church of the Nazarene'{Katy) -- On March 24' or 

25, 1996, this church was burned. ' 


http:January.27
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227 _ Southwest Commwlity Baptist (Houston) -- On Apr.i1 12, 1996, 

a bomb was found-at. this church. , 


228. Covenant Ba.ptist (Hillsboro) -- On April 18, 1996, this 

church was burned. ' 


229. Heights Christian Church, Lambert Hall (Houston) -- 'On 

April 19i 1996,. Lambe:t:t Hall, a building owned by;ieights 

Christia.n'Church, was ,burned caus;ing extensive damage. ' 


230~ Longridge ,CME Methodist (Waskom)' -- On May 14, 1996, this 

African:-Arriericanchurch was destroyed. 'The cause has' been 

determined to be ,arson. An arrest has b~en made., On'August 6, 

1996, a state grand jury indicted a subject on one count of 


,arS_Qn_____,_ ....... 


231; New Light ·House Church of Prayer 

232.' Church of the Living God (Greenville:) ,- - On June 9 and '10,' 

1996, these predo,minantly ~f:tican-Arrierican' churches were burned. 


An arrest has' been made. On August 2,199~, a federal grand ,jury 
, indicted a subje~ on two counts of arson. ' 

233. Our Lady 6f Lourdes (Hit.chcock) --On June 16" 1996, this 

church was burned'~, 


234. Oakwood Baptist Church (Ft. Worth) -~ On June 17,' 1996, 

this church' was burned. ' 


235. On'I'rack Baptist Church (Houston) --On June 18, 1.996, a 

car beside an A+:rican-American church was burned. 


236. East Spanish Congregat'ion of Jehovah's Witnesses Church 
(Dallas) --:- Between June 23 1 1996 and June 24 1996, this church 


was 'burned. 


237. Community Pentecostal Church (San Antonio) -- On July 41 

1996, this church: was burned. An arrest has been made ~, ' 


239. Audubon Park' Baptist Church/New'Revelation Missionary 

Baptist Church (Garland)-~ On July 11,' 1996, this church was 

burned. ,On August ,9 I the subject pled guilty to federal charges. 


239.' Living Hope:Church'of God (Baytown) -- On July 12 / ' 1996 .. 

this church was b~rned. ' . 


, 240. Saint Thomaa EpiscoP~l Church (Nassau Bay), -.;. On July 2'5, 
1996, this church 1was bU,rned. 

241.' ,Bolivar Baptist Church (Sanger) ;.. - On July 18, 1996, 'this 

church was burglarized, vandalized and burned. 
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242. Christ Memoria~ Baptist Ch~rch (Quinl~n) -- On July 29, 

1996, a storage shed owned by and adjacent to this ,church was 

burned. 


243. Southwest Christian, Church (Fort Wor,th) - -. On August 4, 
, 1996, the recreational center adjacent to this' church was burned.' 

244. Nooilday Holiness Church Camp (Hallsville)-- On August: 31, 

1996, this church was burned. 


245. ,Church of the,Living God (Dallas) -- On September 10, 1996, 

this predominantiy African-Ainerican church was burned. 


246. 'Faith Pentecostal (Atlanta) -- On September 16,' 1996~ this 
church was burned" .,.. . ' 

247, The Soul Illspirati'on Outreach/Secon<i ,Timothy Baptist 
(Dallas)--On September 26,1996, this predominantly Africari 

.American ch~rch 'was burned.· 

246". Temple Case De Oration (Salt Lake City) -- On March 28, 

1996, this church' was burned, An airesthas been made,' 


VIRGJ;NIA 

249. Glorious Church of God in Christ . (Richmond) - - On February 

21, 1996,' this African-American church was destroyed·by fire 

resulting in damage in excess of $250,000. 


·250-. ,First Bapti:st Church of Centralis (Chesterfield) --:- On " 
April 16, 1996', this church was set on fire. Arrests .have been 
made.' 

251. Rosemount,Christian Church' (Chesapeake) -- On June IS, 

1996, a fire occurred ,at this church. 


252. Green Run Baptist Church (Virginia Beach) On June IS, 

1996, this church; was burned. Arrests have been made. 

-, 


253.' Peterson Chapel Primitive Baptist'Church (Scott County) 

On June 20, 1996,: this church was burned. An arrest has been 

made. 
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254. Congregational Christian Church Chesapeake)-- On June 21, 
1996, this church was burned. 

255., . All Saints' Episcopal _Church (Virginia Beach) On aune ~1, 
1996, a fire was started'in the parking l6t of this.church . 

. ,'. 

WASHINGTON 

256. Full G05pel Pentecostal Church (Seattle) -~-On July 28, 
1995, a racially mixe.d church locat.ed in a predominantly African-
American area was destroyed by fire. . 

257. Whidby Xsland Naval (Oak Harbor)-- On ,January 21, 1~96, 
this church was burned. 

, , 

258. Our Most Sorrowful Mother Catholic Church 
259. community Evangelical Church (Soap Lake) -- On June 10, 
1996, Our Most Sorrowful Mother Catholic Church was-burned and' 
destroyed by fire~ Damage is in exc~ss of $90,000. On June l4, 
1996, the Community Evangelical Church wa.s burned, and received 
minor damage estimated at les~ than $1, 0·00. An arrest. has been 
made. 

260.. Eritrean OrthoQOX Co:rm:nunityChurch, Slasia Church 
(Seattle)-- On June is,' 1996, there was a fire at ,this African
American church.. The fire reportedly began by someone holding a 
flame to trash which was adjacent to'the church building while. 
the congregationJwasin the church. There was approximately 
$20,000 damage to the building~ 

261. Grace United Methodist Church (Tacoma) On, June 26, 1996, 
this racially mixed church, which includes African-'American 
members ,was burned. ' ' 

262. Pleasant 'Hill Baptist Church (Puyallup) -.:. On July 7, 1996, 
this predominantly African-American church was burned. 

263. Community Church of GO,d '(Washougal)"".-- On Ju.ly 9, 199.6, 
this church was burned . 

2.64. First Church of the Nazarene (Kent)-- On August 2.2, 1996, 
this church was burned. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

i . ... '. . 

2.65. Breeden Church of God (Breeden) '-,-' On July 30, 1996 I thi,s 
church was burned. An arrest has been made. .. 

http:locat.ed
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266. Bethlehem ;ApoBtol'ic ,Temple Church (Wheeling) - - On 
September 5, 19~6, a house -adjacent to this church was burned. 

"' 
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, 'And because of the: dedic'ation of Mr. Mfume to the young peopIe ' 

of 'his congressional ,district: and to the" youn,gm~n in his o,,?n 


'family, ,he~r6ught ,t,hatconvi,ct,Kon ,t,hat, h~ could "inspire yt?';1ng, ' 

'people to hl.S' work here. 'AnJ~' l:n a way ,l.t may: be the',lastang 


,.legacy of t,his period of reform of the' NAACP that you broug,ht the 

, young ,blood Qf America back into 'this organizatiorr,' fighting ,for 

the future 'and 'working ,togeth~r. ,1('Applause.)" And, I hope, he will" , 

, stay with: us.I,'mglaq that us' g::t;'ay...,.hair.ed, people', still have a 
role in i't, hoW:ever. .'(Laughter.)' ' "':'" 

. " \. . . " . 
; .' ,My fellowAIn,erkans, 'our nation,,' cas you,'al'I, know, 'is: a~ ,a" 

crossroads. Wear~ only four years' away" now from ,a new ,century ,l.n 
a,new m1iJ,ennium~ ,Anytime you 'change the'cal~n,dar' ,in that ,way,' 
'people~tarttothink' in bigger, ~ays~" .'TheY"start 't~' imagin,e the" 
great"signi~icant:e of the moment. But, it happens to be true now, 
for we are, und~rgoing a' sweeping change,' in, the' way, wewc;>rk, the,way 
we, live', the way we 'relate "to the 'rest of,'the world. " 

" ; ",'", ,,,:' .":', , " ";',' .. ,- ", ",,' ',,' '. ,,;,', '::, ' ",: ; "'.''"', , 

, , ,We are leaving' the Gold War: that' dominatedm,ost ,'of' pur,lives 
'behind and moving into a,' new gl'obal -village, ',if, I cem use my wife's 
'term, 'with, lots of, 'opportunity and, a ,lot 'o,f troubles', ..:lsome 'of 
them' new and some',.of t,heiri, "I,I'ery; ,:old. 'We are, moving, away frc;>m the' 
Industrial, ~Age into t a,new ,era :dominated ,by, information, and 

\''technology, ,wheremQre people 'will.have more opportunities ever 
., before, ~ but unless" they, have: the ,c,apacity ,to seize ,those 
opportunities,th~Y'11 be left ,behind faster than ,ever 'before. 
:(Applaus~~) , .' 

. " Sq,Wh~rtI'S9U9ht!,t~ls0ffid~,: I ;'did" so be~ause :l;w~n~ed·t6 
, get our countryr~ady for 'the 21st, centu:r;y , 'because, I' t.hought ,there 
, wer~ three si'ritplethings :that we had 'tp do., One is,,'t.,o make, sure ",we ' 
eriterthe, next, ceJ:ltul:-Y with the :AInerican., Dream alive"for everybody 
,who is, wilfing to 'work for\it, ,without, regard ~to "their FaCe,'" ,thedt ' 
gender,' their region 'orwh~r~ theY,start out in ),it:e,';:'~ high, 1.0w " 
'or somewhere· in' the 'middle. ,., " 

- , 

;' .. 


.. , ," ',Secondly>.i' ,thought' we' ~h~d ',to " f inc!, 'a' ,way to re~ist these.' 
.'destructiVe ;winds that are, blowing in so ~any othercount'ri,es, to 
div~de people, by' race and. religion 'and 'ethnicity and, instead; come' 

.together\~n, a ,gre~ter " ~~nse" of' ,cowminj,ty, ,-~. :to ,bridge' our 
, 1 divisions ,re'spect our diversity ,.extolo.ur' shared values and' make. 

America."',s1:ronger because of our"dlvers±:ty ,.notweaker becal,l.se of 
, " 'c' ' • ", 'I" ..l.t., , .' 

! ' 
\:" . .'., 

And th~ :third:thlng I w~htedto'do i!? 'to'lUake's~~e. that ~ in 
this new. world our, 'country continues, tqbe the :world's· strongest 
fo!cefor peac~and, freedom and: prospe::rity'.: It. matters ~n .Haiti., 

/

It,matters in"SouthAf~ica. It' matte~s,in, Northern Irel'and~ It'.' r 
mattersil1 the Middle E~st. It matters in. all th~se countries, 'but 
it 'matters to us here at home~,when we can work with the Russians 

' \. .. ',. , " ',. ' "." 
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toreciuce:, our : rniclea~ , arsenals; when ,we can' ,work ,:With" o'ther , , 
countries to ·stop. tpe ,proliferation of dangerouf,weapons; when we, 

:C'ah, 'cooperate' with other. countr,ie,s' toprevEmt't~rrorist incideri:t;s', 
be'forethey oc;cur ,;.,.'- 'it matters, that,America isa force for peace'," 

"and' 'freedom and prosperity .. , ,'It matters toievery single 'oneo'f 
., • , • ' ~, '" • j 

you. ", 
!" .' -I' , 

, ' 'Mys'trategy to'aCilieve thatvisionwas'~elll~rk'ab'IY simple.' '. ,I 

, tpought:: we ,had to \ reasseI:'t ',the 'basic" 'bargairi . ,in ~erican, 

'citize'nshiJt -- 'm'o:r:'e opportunity ,for ,everyone, 'and responsibility 

'from al1.And'.the uriaerstand,ing that that, responsibility includes" 

'our common, responsibility., not just ,to make- the· most, of ',OUl;, O¥,ri 


, lives' and'our' :family's lives', hutto be ,good citlzens., for 'our 
'communit~esand ,for' our country. 
, . ' ...' , '1' ,'" , ',' " '. " ,,' , !", ',' -'.' • • '., , " 1 

'At this 'time, of qecisi6n, 'that's what I,:hope' 'the discussion' 
" , will be about 'in this' election Yea;r. ,'We~ve'cdme' a long ;w,ay in ,the, 

'lastf6ur 'years,' but we,'ve','got a lqng, way 'to 'go., "(Applause.) When 
I -;.,.' 'four' years, ago, when Ibepame, Pr'esident, ,the economy ,was 
stag~ant,: wellad thesl6west job growth, sinc~ the Great Depression, 

, ,thedefi,cit wa~ 'spira,ling"wehad quadruple(:l,our' national debt in, 
only 12 years 'from what we'd done'in the previous 200. 

" fl. " 
~: '. . , .. ; 

,We '~put' inp~ace ,~necpnomic plan ..designeq to cut. the ,deficit, 
expand traq,e for., American products' on ,free and :fair terms,',~"arid 

, ~, . , irivest more ,in: the people 'of 'this c,olintry: i whereverthe'y 1ived' an¢!, , 
wherever they :we:resta-:itingout,' in' life,. :', And" f~ur years ',lat.er" • 

, it's made a di~'f!erence. ' " 
" ,,','

"., :.. 

,I said"fou~years agq that if the Congress' would adppt mY,plan 
I thought ,it ;wouldcut th~deficit in half1and,produce', 8 'million 
jobs. Well, in"three' ¢ind,'a half' years; we kilow. it's put' ,the 
defi.cit by more than half'cirid produced :ov:er 10"million jobs~ ',That 

'i,s' a good, 'beginning for,th:e ,American people.,,'(Applause.) 
.' • - ".f '. , , ',I, " . ' '." " .. ~. 

\ ' For ,much' qf t~e last" four, years the,:Afri:ca~' A!ne;-ican 
un~mplc)~ent rate,'has beenl'in 'single ,digits for' the fi,rst time ,in 
20", years.,,' . , (Applause.)' There 'are ,'100,pOO; 'new 'African,'" 
American-owned bus'iriess~s • 'After, ,fallincjby'$2" 0'00 in the previou,s 
four.y'ears',mediari,incoine forA'frican American families has 

, increase'd~:by $2,40.0, or'll, percent,. in jus't, ,the "first two year~, of; ,', 
, this adittinistration;,' Aver~gewages 'are gqing'up now for the 'first' , 
; time ,,'iri"a ¢iecade. ' H9me,ownersh~p ,is : the highest in 15yea:rs --, 
',there' are: 3. i7 'mill'ion ,.hew Anieric'an home owner:s. 'The, growth of home, 

ownership ,among' African ;,Americans" is' higher ,than ,the 'nationa'l' 
avera'ge. ' , And one ,r~ason 'is weI, have' a secretary ,'of Hou5ing' and ' 
Urban "'Deve,1<?pmerit In' Hemry'Cisneros, ~that~' has 'worked :to 'cut· the 
closing ,costs on those', homes. by $1, OOOfqrfirst~time 'home'buyers.'
(Applause. ) , " ,;' .•" , 
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. . '" Sci we're 'moving in' 'the rigl'itdirection. But.w~ ha'~~. ~o ~7ep 
working until a-l~ .of our' pepple,can reap' ,the. rewa~ds,ofth,~s t~me, 
tor ch~nge,' incl~d.i,ngthose 'tl).at have not ,been, reached. by the 

,recbvery,;-t,h'ose that have be~n' downsized in' competition., th.qse th(;lt, . 
are:'-stuckin. p,lac'e because they'. don 'tl1ave ~he' education ,~nd 'the. 
skills .'tomqve'·.up~, ,So we havetci keep working: on"balapc,ing this . 

.budget 'becal,ise 'that keeps the., inteiest', rates down,.' the, investments' 
'comingi' ana takes the burden ,off, these young people youl'r~ 'trying :" 
to get. interested in their own ,futU:re~. ' 

j , .' .I ••.• , 	 ," , " 

But ,we have to 'qo it,in away that.reqogriizes·our obligat'ions, 
, \', to, each other, 'that keeps the community together.,', Yes,,·.r~form'· 

.Medicare, but dqn' t cr.eate a,two-clas,s 'system rand' make .theolde~~, , , ' 
, the poorest. and the sick,Eist seniors mOFe V'ul,nerable. . (Applause.)' 

\ 'Yes, slow the, inflation l;"ate,' in' Medicaid, but don't give: tip the 
guar~mtee I that w~' ,have a national ,r~spoi:isibilityto, t'akecare of, . 'i' 
'J?oor'pz:~~~antwome;n, poo~ ipfant children, PElople,~ith ;disabilities , 
~n famll~es. all' over th'~s"countrYi and elderly .peopl~ who have to 

. ..~'""go, into nursing homes.. ,I 'think that ',s .o~rr cOlnmonr,esPQnsibility~' , 
·wedoh 't'have,;to give that up" (Applause.),' , .... ' 

) , , ... ~ , " , , ... " ' " . ,., " 	 ;d, 

. . . . . Ne'i t.ller should we" reduc~ . our "couitme~t' to excellenc'e' .in 
'., ' education' .. and ,to . the' envircirimemt in' the' name Qf' balancing t~e 
budget,:bec~usethat 's not necessary ·-to "be done'. We' have togo pn 
witp "th~(cau~~' of healtil ,:careref6rm....There ':~ . stlll, 'too 'many' 
people' l,n' th~s country 'that don't have health ,~nstJ.ra:nce or that 
lose it.··' That "swhat -eheKennedY-K~ssebaumbill is ail about.. It 

'.. ' 	 simply says you don 'tlo~e 'Y9ur. health ;i.nsurance 'i:f'you. lo~e your 
job,.'you'rEr moving f.,rom' job 'to .job, or\ if, someone ip <your. falTli;I.y, 
has,·been s,ick·... 'Asimple' little: 'guaranteetl,lat equId, immediately 
bepe,f i tover 8 million. ~~r'ica,ns ,who are working in this country.; . 
trying to support ,their kids a,ndhold their families tqgether'., Arid 

, ' 	I ,hope'the :Cpngres!; will pass it without. delay'. ··(AppJause~J' 
• .' \ ~, : ' ." ',~,.".," I , 

......I,wa~ very happy that ,yesterp.ay the Se;r:late- voted to<pa·ss. ~a' 
9O...cent~ 'incre,as~ irithe' miJ1.imumwage, . 'something we need very 'much:.' 
(ApplaUse'.). Ten:miIlion,.of our'hardest-:pressedw6rk~rs, will get 'a 
raise·. And I urge Congress to "go ,on', and .;pass, it: now . It's passed' 

, the'l House arid pas,sed.the semite .. ' Let·, s go on' and pass it just as, 

, , soon as p.ossi1::?le~',Getit on up here s,o I can sign that' bill and we 


6c;n',.gi,,~, people' ,a rai~e~ ,(,Applause.) . ,.' >, "", .•. ' ,;'... 
.. 	 ", . .. . . 	 . \ 
~' 

" ' 'In"addition to ',the .minimum wage, tll.ere 's 's9me6tfi'er .proVisions' 
\ in.:,that biil that., I '·m very proud ,of· that. have/;·to :, be fair, 
. Dipartisarysupport~ . One is,-- _ and for all 'of, you~'in" small, 
, busfnes,se~',~, i t- will ~niatter" a, lot . .l..~we 're, going to increase -the 
expertsing.p~6v~sionqf small. businesses, their write-off capacity 
frpm ,$17,'500 to $25,000'a :year.. ,That's'.importan,t fora 'lot- of you 

'here in',this 'room~ , ',(Applause'. t·lt w.as o~ly $10,000' when, I ,to.ok" 
office:, . and. the ,small ,business' comm\1~ity~. s~iid ,.It ..ought, .tobe· 
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}$25,'0'00~' ,If that ,bill' get:s,t.o: IJ1Y: desk, it ,wi'11 be $25,000~ 
' 

" ' (,App,lcHlse.) " 

, ,,' The ()th~r ,thiri~,that, I' think, is':;ery 'impb:rtant; :is, ,that this,I 

J;>il'l' 'centains:' a package' ef, pensien" re(erms' ,which,' will make, it 
" , , easi~r ,fer 'peeplewhe irerk' f,er small' busine~si'ses and p'eop~e.' who. are' 

, self"':empie'yed, and especially' fer,peeple who 'have "to'.' change jebs a, 
\ 

\ 
" ' .' 'lot'",~-, peeple',whe 'are ,out 'there ,selling'cemputer seftware,' er 

, etherwi'se have 'to. meve, frem j eb to' j db -.;. to' 'take, ,eut ,a pens'ien,' to' 
, ' keep, it ~hen they' re i:me~p,1eyed al)d to' keep it ',when! they :move from' ' 

job to" teb,witheutbei,ng interrupted.' Peeple eught te,be~able to' 
,save fer thEdr family and save 'fer their, own retirem~nt. even .. if ' 
,theY're ,'werking, ,in 'little ,:businesses ,',e:ven" if, ,they':r;e. 
"sel;f-empic;>y,ed" 'even 'if~hey have "to' meve acressthe cov.ntry ,even,
if 'theY,have"to change :jebs., .. Thatis,i~~ there·wi~h the mininium, 

/wage,:bill~ :tee., (Applause.)' .', 
, 'y ," 

,) , .. 

" 'Feuryears agef,w,e, had a .lot cif'''r'hetor'ic en crime,: but ~ot a" 
lot'lef, actien, arid .. the c:r{mer~te was at unbeliev~bly high' levels. 
But there was, a 'quiet qhange ,geingen\in' many"ef eur' cpmmunities, , 
who.recegnized 'that ,we'had" to' have ',more' pelice, 'en :the street, , 
trying: teprev'~rit 'crime, net "ju'st :catch' criminals; , relating, to' ' 

, p~eple, 'in' the communities, working witp the par~;nts,' "wClrking with 
, .',:the ,chi'ldren. ., -They, r:ecegnized' tl'),at in additien' f::eteugher 

'punishment fer', serious,' of~enders" 'w¢ needed ,mere, :preventien' " 
pr:egrams, forgei11lI}unity activists whe,wal)ted ,to' ',help 'save these' 
kid!? t' ~:, • ". '" .... "", " '~i, " ' '\ ...' ',." :. ~ '" ". '. , / , • " '.> -. ~ _ • 

).- . , " 
, " 

,,' ,And ,iWhen' I;,be~~me Presiden,t' 1- 'asked'~ th~ :Cengress to 'pass that' 
I. 	 ,kind ef 9rime, bill';. an<;i~ they did. 'And, now,we ~ re putting ~100, oob 

pelice, b~t*en :the stre~t.' ,We ',re takingquns eff ;'the street with 
.the 	assault. 'weapens 'ban' and the,. BradY",alll •.\ We're increasing 
penaltieE;fer, peepie' wll'e .sheuld be :punished mere;' but alsegivi:ng' 
eur young pe'9pl~ semethin~:te say,: yes ,to'. . , . 

.' " ' ' "'" "" ." I '" " " , ',' 
, . ': '9'nder the,directi~:m, ef ,<;;enera'l.' '.McCaf,frey, . whe... this .. week is 
cha~rl:ng acenference ~n El Paso., Texas,' on hew. tqstep drugs' at 

" :,the' berder ;:we, are.. target:ing .a drug ,strat~gy: te;' help .yeung,' peeln'e. 
We' c~nnot.let anetper 'generatienef ,o~:r yeung' people fal·l·irite the, 
'trap.of drugs andgan,gs and', crime •. ' (Applause~)' ' ' 

, 'l .• { '. • - • . . ' " 	 .. , ~, t 

'.' . \ " ," , ~ I " " ,1/ , '; • .' .' ,l". • _ ",' 

We,' re workiJ:?g:' ·witl:l. coxmnunities, all ,ever::thi~ ceytntry" with 
. innovativestrategies ....-: nottellfngpeeple what to' de, .but "saying, . \ 

i.f yduwant to' de' this, ,we'll help you'~ :ScheeJ ~uniferIn ,polic,ies in' 
, I'''', 

. "',' ,: " '" ,places '·like'LengBe,~ch,. californi'a.;,er ~as :tcruces,' 'New Mexico~'. 

, ,we' rewer:~ing·.Pnenfercing the t,rua!lcy' ~a.ws., . }{ids oug}1t ,tp, D7 in: 


,scheel" net" on, the' street. durJ.-ng '. s,choo1. heUrs" r, thI:nk. 

':: (Appla~se.<> ' And . helpin9 'p~eple do" that~ We I rewo,rking.. en ,~ 


cemmunity-biu3ed' curfews < And,I"m· helding. up to' this ,ceuntry'
i , 
es~e~ial~y ~h~ ,example ef' New Orleans,~ where t-hey had a: huge ?~ep 
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.:,:l.ri juvEmile' cri:t:ne .notonly becau'se they imposed a curfew system,' 
but because when they' caught 'a, young .persqn out after :c;:::urfew, 
instead of ' just .punishing .the persc;m," they. took these' yoqrig people. 

",to a'curfew center and said, .tellm:e abo,ut your-,lIfe, :wha:t'sgqing' 
. ~ori inyoq.r 'life,wliat are your problem,s; what can. we dq t9help? 
· ,It. was a positive as \t?ell"as a disciplinary move. (App.la~se~r·And 
· the juyenile ,crime: rate is going downo.ramatica:lly..,· ' ',) 

... ' . ". ..... : . 
, . Tl1e$e things ,areworking'~ .all across America ..,(Weset 'up '.' a 

. f,rameV{ork in:, Washington, ,Rut 'all we're really trying to' do is help, , 
'. ·people at the commun~ty level come",together and tak~ responsibility, 

for thei·r own kids and their 'own futur~~'. And 'w¢ are now seeing the 
forth. year in a~row wh~re ,the' .crime rate, is, goingdowri. And' that's, . 
something to be pr'6ud of ~ (Appla).,lseo}," " 
, "" "'\ ' ' , . , 

NOW,' having: said ·:tilat; you·.p. be chee:r:ing .~ro~ ):he :~aftersbqt. 
'.f,?r ·two..things. .Instead;of .po~ite appla,use" we~d.~et: a )roflr~ng 
, ,cheer,' ·but., ther,e's two th1ngs :'tnat keep y?U' ~:r:om g1v1:nga. .~9ar1n..g, 

che,er...What a~e they? Numberol1e, -the cr1me'. rat.e's f:?t111 too' 
high •. 'Sq ·what if it ',S : lower , .it's :still :wq.y ,too lligh. ,And ·t~at~ 
'means it"s O,impO:rtant.:· 'W~ dare·pot. turn back on a ,s,trategY,that's 

, ;' 

,worki~g." We've ,got to 'keep st;rengtheming our cOmInuni:ty e,f~orts-~' 
putting 1t\dre of,the'sepeople out, on the' street who can· ,pe.pommunity~ , J 

police', off iciers,,~~ . '" ',:"'. '" .' ,.' '-. .". , 
, " 

,,~ . 

,I :won't be$ati:sfiedwith this crime problem ,untii :we··can 'meet 
· this test-"":' e will never purge ,'the "couritry ',c:ompi'etely' of. crime, 
· be,ca).,lse you can,' t ...:.- at, least' ,the, president; ,doesn't ha.ve· thepow~r 
, to alter' human Ilature.' The'· preachers here can call', on 'a. highe;r 

.' 
-.poweJ;, 'but I call:'t. So we'll always have s9me .crime:" What' wilt be' 
the' test- for ,you, --, when you ,kn9w that the 'cri~e' rate is .. at a 

, ,manageable, 'acceptable level in, a :.civiliz~d, pountry?When . you go.' 
, home at 'night~fter .a long day at work 'and' you; flip qri the evening '. " 

,.i 'news, and j::he le,~d s~oryis'n6t a crimest,ory; or .if it ISi you're' ,. 
,surf>ris~d: in;;tead '9.:f ,de,adenedby it.. ,You,'r~:' really, .su,rpris~d~ ,

\ .. '. 
'Then yoti will know that: we "got the ,crime ra~e going in. 'the rigp,t
direct$onfor, good .. ,(Applause~)' ' " " , ' 

• :, .' <' " ' -:'.' \.. " 

", « ,'. " : '. '<, ,') '. '\ .,' ' " , ',: ""'.,' • l ' ' • 

" ,:Theo:ther,:th~ng ithat bothers" ,people 1S that 'even though. the 
crime. rate's go~ng 'down .in,thed:n;mtry:C:\'s a, Whole, the rate of. 

';.' 
crime" and, violence by' people under 18, ,is gol:p.g up ~ , We f ve still got 
too many innocent. kids being ,kJl1~d in "crossfiresby driv:e-by 
,shoo~illgs~. ,Westfll have .too. many kids t,hat are oU1=: :~here raising 
themse~ves" in, ,the' streets ,'so, they _wind up ,in. 'gangs, bec,au'se 

_,everybody wantst6. ·'be..par.t, of ;somethiI?-g. 'Most, people can't 'j~st 
, "live' :r'a:p.deri~g around ,as ,hermits .all a·l0t;ie. 's6 if you put people 
·Qut;there on the street. and· they have to . raise, ' themselves'~ . they 
wind' .,uP in g,angs becCluse, people,don'1;: wal1tto,be alone. There~s 

) - ,- not; another,compellingalt:.ernative.. We have 1:;0 fill that g~p., And, 

'we.haVe 

" 
to the ,things that "are responsible,'

~ 

. those 
~ 

of ' us' who ::are: 
. ., . " ...... , . .. " ." 

" _-:-more, 
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responsi.ole, for the future. We cannot, loseanot.her" gen'eration to' , 
, gangs"and 'guns and ,drugs. wepannot :waiver"oriit. ,(Applause.,), 

" ' 

",We c"annotshow: weakness, >artdwe" dar~not"cater 'to ~pecial 
interest gro~ps on ,this.', We' are"determined to stand by, the ban 'on 
1:9" deadly ,assault weapons'!, , It wa,stheright thin9 to ,do. ' 
(Applause. ), We'" are deterytined ,to stand by th~ Brady/ ,Bill's 
requirement, of waiting periods'. ' , " ' 

, ", . " " , .~ 

, 'Let~e just,te'llyou,I"khow' when'we pass~d the Brady Bill and' 
',' 'whe,n we, passed, ,the 'assault weapons ban in ,1994. -:-andMr~'Mfu:r,ne wil~ 
, " tell you tttis .,- ,we l()st, somemeInbers,of Cong~ess,who 'a~t'ually' lost 

thedJ;:", 'seats ,in'Congre,ss beqause they ,voted for these bills. People 
'we'nt into ',their districts, : called ',voters 'on·,thetelephone," se~t 

'tJ1em,letters" 'ran ads s'aying ,these' people 'are trying 'to take your 
guns' away from :VOlli,they 'r,e ,trying' .to end your, ability, 'to,'go out, ,i'n ' 

" ' , th~ ,country' and hunt. 'That .. s what 'they- said., And,' you know, most 
people who work hard don't' have time to' keep" up 'with' what's going 

,\;, on',every', day. "A lot 'of people ;didn't ,kn()w, ,and they w~nt right in 
, 'and' dutifully voted ag'aihst these me~bers;of, Congress.' And'some of 

/ ". 'them gave up,their seats. ':, \ ~: ,', ,'.. ''.1 . ' ;, :,' , 

. " 

!B'ut: :yC;u ,know ,wh~~? ' It's' been., two years now two deer· 
. , , ., " seasons, --,(lau,ghter) . -:-two ducks seasons, two 'turkey seasons, two, . 

, : ''',quail seasons, ,two squirrel seasons '';'-, (laughter) :..:.~ and everybody 
iri:this' whol~couritry that likes ,to. 9:Q' that ,is :;still' shooting at 

,,:thoseaniinals ~ith'the ·same gun they had 'befqre ,we ,pass,ed~hl?,'Brady '_ 
. 'sill and the assault :weaporiS ban,."'(Applause;.)· 'Every,sing.1e SOUl., 
'So they fiidr.' t tell ,the: truth. : ".' .,' .: ' 

" , ' ' ..,' " 

, But'I",li.tell you,who,doesn't ha~e', gu.ns~: Because"~f', th~t, 
,Brady 'Bill ;,60 ;000 ,felons"fugitlvesand 'stalkers have not been 
able:t,o' ge:t," handguns ( and, pull' the' trigger on innocent ':AIrtericari' 
'citizens., We Were ,right' and they 'were ,wrong about that, andw,e'~e 

" got to ' stahd tough on it. (Applaus'e. ) , " '" 
, , • , ' /' ~ L /' 

", ' 
" ' ' \', ' , """ ' ' 1 " ,

Now,t:t:J.is year,' we've gone": through,' a" ,great debate <about 
, :' 'wfietheror'not ",to re'peal the 'a'ssaultweapons ,ban., I couldn't , I' 

,:beiiev~' it." J\islt,'t'o~r' pton~hsag9, ,the 'iiouse"of Represen:tati"es 
actually;, votedt? 1:'epeflltheassaultweapons ban.! 'TqeY,\Ilant to" ! " , 
take ,.uZH;; out there and, shoot ,:atthe,' <;leer,. (Laughter.) Wild" 
turkey fly ;fast,; 'you need ,.lots of \bullets~~ (laughter.) , I'm kind 

'" :,'of, laugliingto, keep from crylng 'apout, t;his. ' ' 
, "" ,\, ' -. , , I '.' ,..,,' 

\ .' ,.' ,', , '\ ,,' , ' 

, ' ',' '~nd .letine Say;ther~ 'S" now, a, lqto,f 'talk about you know where, ,'. 
the' major pandidatesJ 

," ' , willstal1d on this. repeal o,f the." 
',~$saultweapbnsban,whowill. push.for it, 'and won't, and whatev.er. 
But· ,I 'will" s~y6I)e',thing' tl:lat the. Repui;>lican candidate. for 
p~~si,d~!l~' has ,:not,~aid';andprobably:wi~l no:t,a,nq. .cannot' say,~ 'I 
"all, ve:to any.' attempt', -to, repeal· the assault weapons ban or. the, 

• ,f " I ,I, , 
" ,
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BradyBilL'.I wil:lveto i t .(Applaus~ .)." ~ <,', 
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, , .••-, ,. ",",' .". . - j ". ~ , , , '. . i ' 

We should' stand, with iaw 'enforcement; wesh6u~d,stand with ,the, 
:.vi'Ctlms·,6fcr.lme.You can't'tel,l me it"· doesn't 'ma~e, "any 

" ", difference ... '1' 11, .never .forget. ahandsom'e., young' bUSinessman, from 
northern .California I, .met' a "couple. of . years,' ago .whEm w;ewere 

.\ , ,fighting this' battl:e., ".He,had a,'bea'ut~ful young' daughter, ..: but h~s 
beautiful youngaaughtei' rio longerh~~ her beautif.ul~you:rg mother" 
because t,he be,autif'U:l" 'young'mother just, happened' to ,be', i..:.n , a', . 
high-risk one day wlten a madman hp,ppened to wa~~ ~;n ,and cut loose ", , 
,with' an assault w~apon.', v'" " ," 

,. ,Now,p~ople' gocrazYi 'th'esethihgshapp~ri,..Butif' he'd'had 'a 
" ~evolv'er ~nstead' of an' assault, weapt;>n," ,there. 'woul:dn 't be so ma'ny" 

people' dead in ,that J~uilding. 'And this is : important . ': This. i,san .. 
.~ impi:::>l;t'cmt. issue... ,. " ., 

.. " . :' SO I' askyouailto trdnk.~ about this "~ncit~lk:' about this ~ , 'And 
. f lertme ju~t,tell you'something that makes" again, Kwtid,si 's cittempt 
\ 'to bring all th,e ,young people .·in' here ..so ,important:' . Just ~tarting 

in graqe school' now,· .we hav.e the' largest groupo! young;: Americans 
more 'diverse 'than' ever ,befor,e' in. terms' ;of ·their'racial and 'ethnic 
backgrounds '--'the' 'li:lrgest'group" of' young AmeI:'icans .'. entering our. 

,  'scho,Ol .system since :;the ba)Jyboomers eritered'right after WprldWar
i 1-. ',.. ' . .. ' , . . '" .' .' ' " ,'. " '. <~: ,',: ,.' .' ' ,':.'.'. : 

, It~as,"thoughtfor:a ',iong','til'!1ew~ wouldll9vel:-, haVea. gro~p of 

:yourigsters, that 'large again. " This gr,oup is larger. They' are more 

. likely to be people ',ofcblor:. They are quite likely, toco,me from, 

'families with difficult situations, or at , least. difficult 'economic 

situati,ons'. ,We mus't turn ,this' problem' ,of 'juvenile vio'lence and 
,gangs around before they reach their'adolescent' years if we don't 
want to'reap the whirlwind of this.' (Applause.) " , ,: 

, , ,.I . ... '. 
. .'\ +, ,"',,: '." "I ,:." '" • <; 1 .; ,'•• 

,One way we. have,to (i.o .it is "with' the right, kind of ,welfare 
,reform:' Threj3-quart,ersof' the ,people ,in America. on welfare' ,are 
aireadyunder \;.relfare:reform experiments because of the' act1onour' 
,gpvernmenthas :taken' to ,encourage st~ategiestoril()ve;people .from 
wel'fare to work."'" ' ' . ., . , , 

.J. 

. I . 

. " ~ r-IY ct;"iteria is s'iinple .:,: .. I' don It: 'm~rid being, tough on reqp:ir,ing 
.peopl.~tp· w,ork", but we ought to, w~ntfol;" people on welfare' what we 
want foroursedves., : What do 'we want? , We want 'to succeed\at·home' 

< 
; and at work. We want to be gopd parents ~nd ,we' wal,1t ,to be good 
,from 9:00 'a.m. to 5:0p p.m.' We want to ,feel ,good'abo~t, ourselves" 
when we ,come home 'from, work,:, J but '. we want, to feel good about 

"ourselves, when we:iea,ve' home .with our,: kids behin~L' 'That is' the' 
s imp],e test. So 'I 'say" to~gh on work, yes; tough on kids,' no way'. 
Be,.good,tothe kids.' Invest, in clJ.ild, care. ~ (Applause.), 

" ' .' . , .. . ' . , ' 
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Andwe,7've had,time"e~6ugh now "to'see wn.oi,srig~t: We ila:ye 
: L'3 million" people lesson t,hewEdf!are rolls today t,han: the 'day ,I 

'took, the" oath 'of: office- as President' of the, ' United, ,states. ,', 
:'(Applause. ); 'That's ,the way, to, move people' from welfare: ,to work -;.;. , 

,:'suppqrt 'theIR' 'with.ch~ld" care :>'and", the:t;l ,requi;re those 'work 
requirements~' ' ," ' 
, , " .', . - '., ' " J," '\' 

J' 
, ",',', And~the 'm6s;t"i~p~~tant': thi:n9 'we can do 'is' make' a wh~lesal;e 
commitment toeducationale~cellence a'nd e,ducat'ional opp6rtunity in 

, :thi's country. " We.have got to do more. 'People,saywe 'v~ done a lot ' 
'on that in ,the last '15 years.' 'Notne~rlyenough.'we've expanded, 

Head, st(;!.rt;, but, not~nough~ ',We lye worked ,to shrink class sizes ,an~ , 
he,lp' teachers 'be retraiped. ~we!Ve, worked,to' encourage states to " ' 

,sethigh'standards ari,dr :togive the~,' the flexibility, tl].ey. ,need: to, 
,m.eet,: t.he " standards., .we' ve 'W:orked·to ,',open the, doors, of college 

',1 

',.. wider than' ever,increasing,t.he Pell. grants, ,changing :the stucierit· I' 
, loan 'program so that p.eople coul~ borrow the'money at lower costs 
with'l'es;s 'hassle 'and ther; ,tia\re, theoptiqn to': pay it back as- a 
petceritage of their,.inc.ome" 'so that' 'no"youIjgpersonsho\llq 'eve+, 

'drop out 'of ,school ,because ,Off the, burden' of a ,student ,loan. 

. , . , ., , (AJ?plause~) " 


.r' ( ~/' 


,'",,; 'But, we have 'to':' dOmoifa. " :1 ,am determined to, :see every" 
.. ' ,.' :classroom and every library in every school' in the United Stat'esof" 

America hooked, up to,t:heInteirietbythe year,"2000'SQ the poorest 
'"kids: can' get, the,' ri¢..hesteducation and have?icc~ssl' to, :,all 'the' 
in~orI\lation ,that any student ,anywhere ~ in, the world 'had~',,' 

, {Applause;)' ." , , . ~ 
. -"\ ",' ' , .,' '~', 

':: :I:'beiieve that th~ b~st' t:~x 'cut we could giv~'the' Anie;rlcan ' 
/' ":....; people is ~ a tax deduction for the cost 'of college' tuition up· to ' 

, $10 ~ 000, ?t year~, (Applause.) ," I believe',that we ought to ,mak~ at 'J 

( " 'least two ,years of college after highsch06ljust as universal' as 
a ,high sphool education' is today.'. (Applause.i 

) .. ,- "', "'~"" , ' ' 

7 . ' . , . ' . , "' •. ' ' '~, 

" (.' " "" ,'".. .;, '.-,' " ' 

,I think eyerybody, out to ,have <access to it. That's 'why, I have. 
proposed a '$ it, 500 }:."efundab:re: ~ax' credit -.,. enough -'-to pay 'the ,ent'i,r,e 
,tuitti~ncb,stat ,the "typical community college in the United states, 
sothat.eve:r;ybodyof'any· agecanat.least,go,backandget two'years 
of college ~ : so:they.c~mdo i,well in-the world toward wh'ich' we're' 
going~ ,(Applause.) 

, :,' j , 
\ '... .'. I J • 

" " ,If: you,want,to,inspir~ YOlulg,peopleof ,thefu~ure," you at 
.. least c>lIght· to be;,able to telL :them':--, you at, least Ought to be', 
able ,to' tell:them-- yqu,'ought:to:be able: to' look them right int-he 
eye and say,. you ,will go ·to col+e'g~, if you do,this~ (Appl~use. ) , ' 
That I s the; least t,hat we, cando, in Washington to help thoseqf you 

, wh9 ,are ,out ,'tl:ere in out neighporhoods"help to rescue', this 
,gene:rati<:>nof ~oung people:and: giv:e ,them s,<?mething to ,say 'yes tp ! . 
and a br,l.ght, future 1:,0 embrace." \ " ' I.;, 
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so' t&ese' ~~~' the th:Litgs' 't.hat 'ithink .we': oU'ght ' t~ :be facusing , 
:an. ,Things tljat "helppeople,make 'the ma~t af'their' own' lives --' 
n'ot g guarantee;, ,but: an appartuhity,~.\' :Thing~, ,that' help build strang, 
fa'milies.' ,Things, that' help' build 'strang, ,cammunities. ,They 111 

, build a; strorig", cauntry. ' : And ','it's anething, to. preach to. peppl~ 
:that they aught, t;.a be,responsib;Le;-- "and 11m' ,for-that '--but, if 

,- they ,~re,respansible/ ,they' oU911t.'ta be:rewarded with oppartunity., 
The, twa, things should go. tog,ether as .a bargain ~" (Applause:.),

" 
" "." .; • , " . . .', I' 	 " \. 

, " 'Let' 'me s'ay ane ather thing.,' Naw that the' Cald W~r is over~we' 
"have, unfartunate,ly, :nat a ~arld fr.ee af, danger,' w~'ve' 'gat, ~ lot 'of 

I',sacurity p:rablems,~;'YOU, knaw :;itas ~~l:L',as 1'da,. 'We just, 'dealt , .\ 

with it ,with a terrible, terrible lass",af aur Air Farce persanne'l ' 
.' .'.' 	 I ' , ,l.n Saudl.A~a~~,a., "', ' ' " " 	 " 

, . ' ;. ",' " " '/ . ' 

" wh~:d:."is leading to. all ,thisterrarism araund the warld? ,what 
daes' it have, in, camman, ,when 'th~, Hutus 'and, the Tutsis 'just 

"s~~ughter each ather' iJ:1' Rwanda ar Burundi? ,What, 'daes ,that have t9: 
'do. with'peapl~ riating' in Nart.hern Ireland? What does it have to. 

, ,I' 'do. with the Ba~nians, . ,the, Mu~lims" ,.the· ,Croats and ,the "s~rbs and' 
what they did to.' ea<::h"atherf.or';,fouryears after living together in' i ' 

, " \ peace for:decade~?, Wl)at .daes It have ;ta' do., with thecantinuingl." 
, tensians 'in the~Middle East? ' , 

.), 

• .. 	 \.. ' -i • \ 

;, W,ell" 'I think it has to. do. with' huma:nnature being -vul,nerabl'e 
. every'"day to. taking'the easy way of',defining ourse:,.ves ,in terms of 

, who. Vfe'lrenot" instead Of who we are; defining' o~ts~lves in terms 
"af who 'we . canlopk down on, instea9- ,af what we' can laok, up to. 
What.'leads ,to.' an Oklahoma city bambing? What were thas'e people, 
',t.hinking in ;,that group in Arizona ,where ,our:federal.-of~i<::ials brake, 
it Up the 'other. day before ...;- when· they 'ha~L that massiva weapons 
cash ·andall ,thase ,..:..:.. at least.,they,:l)ave been charged ,with plans to. 
lHow~p .all kinds, of f~~eralfaciilities?, What are t;,hey thinking 
abaut. wh:en, tl1ey burn 'all.' those' churchesahd sy~ag6g.ues -- lor, 'in' a : 

,'few, cases, masques and' ):slamic :cerit~rs? ,'What' ~,re they thinking 
, '~ ~abaut? ',' ' " I" 	 '.' '", . 

, " 
, " 	 , ' ,I, ' .'. . 

. . Ilm ,tellin'g you'; it',~' some"thing ~ndemic'..to _h,urn'an ': 'nature~' 
something' you have to 'teach 'your 'kiqs', abo,ut ' all'· the ,time .:..
'someth.big w$ all 'have to. fi:ght. ,It's almost. like~ every ,day :you . 

,wake' up and, 'the~cales are going insIde you --, ~yau know" hope" an'd 
fear; h,atred ~ndr,econcl1iation.' ',.But. 'ther~ arepeopl~ 'all. over the' 

,world 'that. lo~k ,like tbey'just, can~t~xist l.lrlle,ss they };joaut' and 
kill: samebady :who. ,is different f~am: them ' 

ar. at least keep' them at 'arjn,' slength. .1 
-.' 	 -,j 

\ ' 	

, " iAnd nabodyha.s, eve:t' perf~ctlysol'vedthis' problem.' ,There ,are 
no, perfect. answers ':because, again, 'it 'deals with the humal1:spirit, 
and the '1:.hings, that are endemic to human nature'. But that" s' 'why I 
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, . kno~ .that' even though we'de'segr~gated our schoo1.~' and :'threwracism . \ 

out of', public ,facilities . and ,el~cted, 'Africim 'Ameriqans and 
'Hispanics': and>Y.Asian :Americims to .Congress ,: '. pas~ed ciyi.l, ,rights 
laws ,i this job '.is a' never-ending job ,--, here an,~around tl:le' wo:rld., 
It I S a never--endin'g job,. (Applause'. ) , ... , . , .... ',": .. ' '. ' '. . . , I,' 

; • , r . >': .. '1.1 • • ", 

. . "That's why,,·,.nc)'twit:n.~~andingthe/, political'movememt,' .of . the 

, moment, .after I' studied' ft' for several, m6riths" I 'thought !le c'o'!lld 


and ,should, 'm'ake' some: changes.irithe:~ffirmative actiOn la~s, }:mt 

'" that we shouid mend them and nC?t end them. I thought it would _be . 


a mistake to \end th~m and;'walk ,away. (Applaus.e.J . 

," ~'",' . ~': '.:- . ':'. : ' r .,', ..'" '- ',. ;, ; " ' '. :, :".' .,: - ",'
'I ,.: , 

" .' 'I :think· it'" s : a . mif.;>take· nottd 'try. to ,keep ,working fo~ voting 

rights 'and greater impact of, voting rights•.. And,.nc;>twith;;tanding 


, 'tile re,?ent Sllpreme Court decisions'which" of'course, we-:'will"ail 

I .qonor, 'we .. still have1~0 be on a mi~sion'of"making'sure 'that th~) 


Congres's of the 'United states represents th~' Americcm .people ,in a 

fair way ..(Applause:. ), ' .' '.-. .'. '.' I ' . ':'
'. . •.... 

" 1" 

Arid it is .why we have to keep stianding ag·airistthis. '·r~sh of, . 
.church l:>llrnings. ' You knQw, ..it I shard to.think of anything' an 
AiIuarican· i could do that ,didn't kill. a "lot of: people' tl'iatwould" 
'offend: our'sense of decency, more than,blirni!lg arhoUse.ofworship.> 
This, 'wholecouhtry' got started in,par.t by pedple- comfng herE{ 'so '" 
theycoulci ):>uildtheir own churches and worship God in. any. way they' 
pleased,an<;l they'wouJ,dn't be ,oppressed: here•. 'That"s how we got' / 

..sta:tted.' .·(Applaus~.l, .:. . . . ',: "" " , .. ',_ , r" ' .. ' '.".' . .', ( '.; .,' ',' 

,In: th~' darkest:.hoU~s,bf" our country, when we lived with. the 

. .awful; curse of. slavery,. and tl:1en ,lat·e~.with the' probfem'i; .asso.ciated 


.' with. t;he at'tf:!mpt to e~'cape it.,' ·if it 'had' not been for the African . 
.Americ'an 'church ,~':"if' it" had not."been .for,the·African' American 

. church . what' WOUld, have 'hapPEaned? . (Applause'.) 'w~niight hCive 
, 'plupged thi's ccnlntry into, an Qr,gy of violence and ~illing, and'lost .( 

tens'of. tho\is~ndsiniorepeople, .andha.rden'ed' our -hearts against ,one 
. another in. ways.ttiat it would have'tak~n a centur;y .. or. more to 

:overco111e., \ . . '.I'" .I', 
• "", I 

; .' An.' 'attack 'on a house, .9f, 'w,o~shii:), ,whetherit"s ,ab~g old 
Southern Baptist .churc~\, or a., big old.~ black Baptist ,chur,ch, or a 

, .tiny Synagogue,' or a MUt;;lim mosque' that' on.ly ~.fewpeople ever' 
"fr~quent, is. an attack on. the: whole, idea of America', And it· 


represents our problemin,'dealirig with<thi,s ,curse of hatred .based" 

on 'race 'and religion'andethn'icity th~tis sweeping ,the world,: and 

fueling so ;m'!l'ch~ o-f this terrorism. ' ..' ..;. . " . 

\ ; ~ , , '. ' , , . " , 
<; , 

, 'I . want to :thank· you, 'for' what you, have' :done. 'The' NAACP ,has 

,worked' :with .. law" ,enforcement anq.government and business and ", 


I religious leader~, to help .us catch' and prosec~te people,,: land to' 

. help'u~rebuild i,and tol:lelp 'uspreventt~ese bUrl1ings. '. You, know 
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··th~t' mY':administr~t.ion 'sta~ds ,'b~hil1q you. We: cr'eate8a :'nat.i¢>nal , 
task force on, these church bu:r:ning~,' headed, 'I might a<:id, 'very ably' 
by two of 'the, finest '?\fricaI.:i, Ame'rica~s ill' our ad~:ipist.ratiqn,:-:'"

"neval Patrick, ,the -Assi:stant :Atto;rney: G,eneral for C,.l;Vll:tl.ghts ;.',.!lnd ',~. 

Jim 'Johnson, , the: A$sist~ritsec:r::etary of Trea.sury· for, enforcement~ " 
~ , . . ;'" . ' '.' , 

" , • J. " 

• :: .' ~.. / 	 :f . 

" We Ive'got~ver 200' FBI at)d AT'F_a'g~ntsworking,t6 solve 'tpese, 
crimes,' going'through the evidence, doing. the investigat'ion's'~',.And " 
we I re rnakingarrests~"In j'ust: the last three, wee~s, "arre~ts have, 
been made in connection with fires in Missouri', North'l'and south 
carolina,' '. Texas" Vit-ginia 'and Washingt.on/ ~ .(Appiat;tse. ,>:' , Am;i, , just, 

: '~ .	this p~st Monday, wpile you were here" two member!? of the KKK were ' 
charged' witH' tp.~,'burnirig,'0t· the,Mt'~Zion ,AME" 'churc~, in 
Greeleyville, sciut,hCa~oliria,where'T"visited 'just last· month .. 
(Applatise~') ,. ' " " 

,.' . 	 ',' 
" . 

, . , .' 'This morning before' I 'lef~the_.White House,' I ,m~t', with' a '\ 

· bip~rtisan'gtdup" of, congressiohal.leaders to tl;lank~~h~m,for .quickly 


and unanimously'passing bipartisan legis,latio'n to ,make it easier t.o 

· prosecute arson attacks. against houses of ·worsh,ip., (Applause ~ ) 
Also, that . legislation . authorizes' a, .$10-:milliofli Department: of . 
Housing anq. Urban' Development loan guarantee program t'o be 'used' f,or 

, I,'church rebuilding-:-'" ,t.o .work' with, the money that I s been raised, by. 
. 'the -National' Council' o.f, churqhes, . the guarantees ,of' volunteers ,that 
. have been given by'HaBi~at ,for' Humanity, and' others.. " . ' 

J: ' 	 , - . I,' " • . . , ' .. ," .' • " ". ~.. . , .' _ ' 

, ,~ut'wem\lst, do '~6re. ,'.' Two. we~ks' ago, I' began to. convene 
"'religious leadel::'sand, gov:ernbr~,' and .others, in,tlle White.' Ho~seto;, 

talk about what else we cando.. I asked the head of. the Federal' 
Emergency ~anagementAge'ncy ,~Janies Lee :Witt ,.:who .:s ,useq to worklnc;J' 
with local communi,tygroups' whEm 'we ,have natural disasters,'tci w6rk ., , " 
,withthe,J~sticC!!and Treasury. Departments., . with the governors to 
· framea'natiorial'prevention> iriitiative~" Orie·ofthe big proble~s 
"here in preventing these·'.'crimes istha:6 you' ve gO,tso. Inany of these 

': .little'churc,hes :,that ar,e, out 'on country 'roads,'. and' they',re pld ,.. ' 
'wooden' structures, .and they. don.lt even have a ·fu'll-time. 'staff,' so ' 
they can';'t affordto

1

have£uli-time,pe6plethere 'as night watchmen. 
, 	 .' 'j , .J . ".1.' .. ,. . . . ' 

, ., . 	 j' '. . '. '.' ':' 4 ' " .;'. 

, ,,' Keep l.n. ml.nd,,\so far ';,there."sno ,evidence 0f. a ,national' 
· conspiracy'. ','Mqstof' thesepe.ople are not armed when-they,sneak in 
in ,'the' middle ,of:,:the, ~ight'to'do this ~', '. Ifiyoujust ~adp:t;"ight, , 

, ' 

ligh~s', and>somebody 'hanging 'around' most 'of .thetitne,it:wou.ldn'.t 
/. h~ppen~ , .' ,.; ,,: ,J 

• . " ' , ' . :' '.' .'. . '; ''-' l' .' .' ~.~ '.' " "'I,,,, '. _, I ' , ). ' ~ ",'" .' , 

.' La's,t week 'I transferre<;i$6 ,million to~localcomIt)uni:ties in 13,: ;" 
s1lates'acroSs the South --, that' senoughti::)' pay for' one new police' 

'. off,ieer, in a' county" ,to, drive around on;these: b,ackroads· to p'atrol. 
· the churches at night,' .or, :for, ~'{ghting~or for,'whatev~r.else·, they' 

,f· 
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~ant: to 'use it ,for, ,'to' ,try,: ,tdp~e~ent, , preverit: the fires from 
occurring in th~' first place." (Applause.), " ' 

And tomorrow,theVi~~'president is~eeting.~ith ieaders of the I 

irisurance, ihdustry,,'at the White Bouse to buildon',their pledge' to 

":w-ork in"partnership wit,h a'll,o~ us to prevent these, crimes" and' to, ' ' 

makesu~e that we cari'still get ,insurance 'for these churches. ,I've 


,·'heard,a "lot" about 'that,f~oni 'peol'l,e, ,and" it's'important~ 

(Appl·a,u~~. ) , j' I ~ 


" I' 

, ", So we' regoirici, to dq, e~eiy:thingwe'~antostop ,thes,e ,fires, to' 
" catch ,who, ,is doing; it,' to 'rebuild. ,But, I say again, , this' work -, 
'we're doing here' is dealing witl1 ,a fiaw,in t;.he ',tiuman spi;rit:, that "'," 
',allo,f',us have', to fight always.-' We, cannot --',we, cannot,' ..;.,--:- let!, v 
significant;. numbers ,of ,the American· ,people tu~n': into cowards,' ' 

'/ 	acting in ',the , dark 'of '-night;', on' racia,l, ethriic, or religious 

bigotry.' ,', We cannot do that. ') ,. (Applause.) "We, cannot let peopie: Tn' 

this 'co~ntry dewe,lbp-terr<?rists cells to in~nifest,theirh/atred ,of 

theil;" own governnient:in the greatest: 'experiment in self:-government 

inhuman his;tory.' ) . . , " ,< ' ' 


\ 	 . .: . '. , .~.. ' \' ~ 

'iIf we 'are gc;:d.. ng to continue. to be, & force against terrorism 

"',and against hatred' irtthe ;rest of the, world, we have t6,'continue 'to 


, purge ourselves of it',., {Applause. >' That's, 'why ~arlier this} InOp,th" 

r .'I,signed,aproclamation' designating July as thecnatiol')al month of,' 


'unity for:Americam;;~ ',,~I asked religi6us"leader,~of 'ali. faiths and: 

"citizen~f:rom ,all :walks ,'of life, to reacn, ,out to one another, to 

"strengthenthe'ide.als thf:l'tlight'our ,way and: k~ep,thiscountry

strong." 	 'r' ' , 

, , ' '< ' 

_ We have not alw,ays lived :uP"to our pr.omise. "we",~e~people" 

,'we're human)"we ,make mistakes,/we~ reiml'tal;fect. ", 13utwe ,have neVer : 

"stoppeci t~ying.,' And ,we have never stopped, moving ~,' And as"weenter 


, ',th.is great, neW, ceJ')tury, ,wei. have got ':to s~y, that, w~' :t:'e' going, to' 
.stiunp o'ut the 'ffres of hatred and, bigotry. "(Applati~e.) " We l)ave 
',got to: say, we' are'going,'to'find,a way to :reject 'intoleranc;::e ,and, 
'heal'our,divisions ~'.We 'ha:vegot to find. a way' 1;0' say I,' as <'your. ' 
, president has: said; ,.this,is.thEf new day beguh'.{Applause~·) '\ ' 

, .... ':"'" ", 	 , .J ,.' '. 

- ,'I, just\w~ntt6 ieave~ou:"~ith .thi~ thought~,' A' 'cou'PI~: Of ' 
nights ago'Imetwith,a ,groupqf businesspeople to, talk' about,' a", 1 

, 'number of' -issues, c and, olle, ,of,' ,th~m' said' to 'me', -- he_'said," Mr~ 
president'," :('ve ,'been, in' bus'iness,:fqr 'over, 30 years, ,I've' built,:, 

, faciI-it'ies, in l more,. than 25 nations;, I hav~ 'seen 1;;t'lis world changed,,' 
a"lot. !H,e< said,,: there is no ,coup,try, in the world today""in,bet'ter 
shape 'for' the 'next :century than the' united states. "And he said, 
our dlversity,''.thefact th~twe' are all,so'different i,san enormous, 

, asset ',in a global' ,economy, wher~ information and ideas 'have to be" ,,' 
exchanged "at .a rapid raj:e and p~ople have' to ,unde~standeach other 
and deal, with each o;ther .,.'!, He~aid,th~t 's' .whY'it,'s so important

'., ." \ .. 	 , 
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" ' ',' . "that we learn now t,o w'ciik together:, and be'togeth~r ~b~CaUSe\' if, we' 
" do; . there is no ,s:topping' ,this cpunt:t;'y., '\~'qjplau~e.f:: , ,,' ": 

\ ' 

I IV~' ~ai~' seve~ai -'times' 'in: ttie 'last few \\leeks' ,-:-I ':il ' just 
, clo'se~with' this -- it ,seems like mYlif'e. as your President has been 

" ',' ~ • I ~ I 

dominated by fires in the last couple of weeks --, ,arguably, for 

longer, than' :that. But" I mean ,.1 i te:r;allY. ,0n"~he' one hand th,ere' s 

the church fires~ which ":are the symbol of everythin,g that is wrong" 


. that 'we, want to reject when, it 'occurS ,in' ourcountry~ ,'And on' ·the 

( " oth'erc hand,' 'there is, .the , fire': that burns' in' .the·' OlYmpic"fJ"ame 

that's makirig it's way, to Atlanta'.," . ~. , , 
'. "," " :', , ... ' ,) , .... \ • t \' " 

.' f"., , " .: ::',' '.' ,.! .;., ,',,', " 

"/1 '. 'And I'm sure every ,one of' yoti has ':read 'as this "flame has moved 

,·.throug~'ydur'states of, ali these communi.ty heroes' who are' picke'q to 

,c~rry the torch for. a ki+ometer. " Some of them, were in ',wheelChairs 


',' and had to roll along. ':Some o'f them wer~ very old and had to ,w~lk' 

, ',along.' Some of· :them .were. great 'athletes ,apd ,could fly along,.so' 


( ,:. fast the • flame .almost '·wentout.:' : But' everyone \ofthem, hadc)ne' 

~, . ~, thing, in: common. -;.,. ,they were ' picked, to' 'carry that'. torch because' 


':, they wer,e', firstCind ,foremost,. 'great c:}~izens .. , ...... " ' , ' .' ,,' .. ,r . 

:,.. I 

'. . ... ' , J'.;, . • '.' . '.' ' •tIi" \"',' 

...There,' wasa.74-year:-old woman l.nNevada that had taken lPO 
. kids 'in ,whohad,been"abantioried, . so she took them in. There was ,a' 
. man wl'lo"camein' inWa.sliington, onecf, the torchbeare,r.s 'at the. White' 
House,' probably about 60, African'American'man, who had devoted his, 
li·fetor~~cuing ',the lives of child:d::m.' ,And .he walked upw1t:h li, 
of' his, kids,.' .and they were, 'whi:t'e;' .black~ ",prowri~ , and ··Asian: >,

: j '. Americ~ns. H~ had,. given his life 'to, them. " ./ 
-: • ,'" " .""" ' . , . 'I, 

'i'her~' was a Catholic nun who 
".' 

had' devoted her' ~hoi~',lif,e,: to . 
',' ,f~lfillingthecatho:licsocia1:nd.riistrY' in:.'her'coinmunity.' 'There,' 

: ,was the' ¢leaf 'president of ,Galludet",University'" our ,nation" is deaf, 
. university ,who is in'. his late .50s. And when he left ,what be was . 

. doing wi~h ,us, he' was;. gOing.that';weekto 'run a, 10 O:-'mile' race.' . ' 

'There,· was, ayourig 'womanwho,pl~yed ba,sicetball ,at ,the University of : 


" ( 
'Tennessee whose, body.was\,crushed in an,acpident: and' she thought "her' 


, ,wbole., ~-he.r 'llfe :...was,nearlY',ov~r, ~er' athletic career 'was' . 
,cet;'tal.nlyover. But,., by "sheer force of"wl.ll, .,she got, herself back 
, into', shape,' . resumed . her basketball··. career, helped ' them' win'· a 
. nation'!l'l championship;, a'nd is onedf the lea~erson 'our basketball,< 
, team. "" , • "., '. . ",1 " " .' :) '<', , 

, ,,,",,~',', , . ; . ~ "-',' . .' ' '. ' . '~' '.", " 


, .All of, tl1e~e people:'shared one thl.ngl.ncommon' -- they I re, all : 

",' differen~,races, ,all different ,rel'j:gJ:ons,alldifferent backgrounQ~ 


-- ,t.q.ey: lived their 'citizenship~:( They" bridged 'the ~ differences' 

(between us '. .They ,.were "looking for, tne future~\: Th~y saw themselyes' 


" . 'in, terms of who they, were, not in'teI1'!ls ofwha:tthey waren,'t'. " In 

termsbfwbat they could become,. ndt who, they, were, supposed 'to 


.. hate~ . ,(.l1ppiau~e~) ,;Iri,:te~ms0f wh.at kind,' of ,partnerships and.; 

,'teamwork ,they ¢oulCl):~uild,' not· how.t,hey couldpe divided. , 
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. That is' t.he mission"; that the ~~Cp .. w±~-1carry with" greatI 

suPc:e9s and energy. and commitm~nt ami conviction I ~othe hearts and 
'minds of these yOUl1gi,p~.ople .intothe,21s,t century., ,That is the 
mission.wemustbe' on. And,' tllat is ,what t. hope and pray we will be 
discussing in 'tills' ·elec1;.ion.. season:..: How can' we.g.1ve. to our, 
children the kil)d of, ',America ,they deserv'e'to have. 

''.. " ! ' 

.Thank y,o~i and .God 'biess~you all.' (Appl~use~J 
";, 

/'.END '1~: it..,. P. M.. , EDT 
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Arsonat VirginiaCllUrch Not 

~ed to Racism, Police Sav . 


u,"" "-'0 Eri L 'lIT , "DY c. ,.ee bas been used for Billie study and
• :;1fIIiinataI Poet SUfI Writer • other activities. 

. "There is no information'to indi~ white teenagerS have'been 
. cate that this crime is part of any na~jp the A.priJ 16 arson fire at 

. tionwide conspiracy to destroy. a ~:~ in Chesterfield C0un
ty, near.lticlunood, but police said churches,- Bourque said. ", • ~ It was 

they betieve the fire was not racially an act of VlMa1ism that weot out of 


CDDtroI.~ and is not coonected to a 
The blaze,' whiCh did $250,000 .rash ~ at black churches across 

damage, destroyed the 128-year- . the~l\ ... old church, which once served as'A,~,-,'l~':'Saw, 19, of Midlothian, home for the 800-member First Va., ilDQ.1LeIgh T. Odorn, 18. of R.i<::h
l/i G; Baptist Church-Centralia. About a ODdm ". ,were arrested about 11 pm. 

year ago, church officials found ~~ I'>fChesterlield police. Inves
"KKK" painted on the side of thetigators. ,ab;o arrested a 16-year-oId 
building, which is ina rural area .ChestE!t'Beld girl Friday night and 
about 20 miles sOuth of Richmond.~J!l three with the malicious 
Also about that time, police'said.~~; a building, a felony pun- , 
teenagerS began to use the bui1diDgisbabIe 6j.up to 10 years in prison 
as a meeting place.aQd a $100.000 fine•. 

/ Fir~. many .apparen~ raciaUy
Police were holding Sapp and 

motivated, have destroyed or seOdom in the Chesterfield County jail, 
verely damaged more than 40 black·while the girl is in the county's Juve
churehes throughout the South durnile Detention Center. Her name is 
ing the last 18 months. At least twonot being released because she is a 
have hit Virginia churches: the minor. 
Chesterfield County fire and an ar-Detectives got a tip late last week 

. SOIl blue at Glorious Church of Godthat led them to the three suspects. 
in Christ in Richmond.who police said used' the church Bit! Dunham, of the U.s. Bureaubuilding as a hangout. Chesterfield 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms'County police Capt. James Bourque 
Ricbmond office, who worked withsaid that while the three were being 
Chesterfield' police and Virginia interviewed, it became clear that 
State Police on the case, said hethey didn't have racial or religious 
doesn't think.the three suspects hadmotives for setting the fire. . 
anything to do with the RichmondHe said the three didn't even 
fire. Dunham said that investigation. mow the building was used by a 
is continuing. .black church. Worship services have 

Sapp and Odom will have a Sept. 6not been held in the church since the 
hearing in Chesterfield County Gen-'congregation moved to a new build
eral District Court. A court date basing three miles away in 1962. but it 
not been. set for the juvenile. 

3C 
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$10 Billion Breach of Contract 

The Supreme Court probably socked taxpayers 

with a $10 billion bill yesterday when it ruled the 
Government was liable for breaking its contract 
with investors who took over failed savings arid loan 

. institutions during the 1980's. Despite the financial 
pain; the Court made the right decision. Investors 
took over bankrupt thriftsbe.cause the Government 
promised them regulatory and accounting reli~f. 
Congress' later reneged on that proinise, imposing 
large losses on investors. 

A combination of poorly designed laws, regula
tory incompetence, falling real estate markets and 
corruption overwhelmed savings and loan associa
.tions with bad loans. The Federal insurance fund 
had to step in to pay depOsitors who wanted to 
withdraw their money. But the fund was depleted 
long before all the failing thrifts were closed. The 
Government tried to solve the remaining problems 
by merging failing thrifts with healthy ones. But 

. before investors agreed to throw their' money into 
bankrupt thrifts, the Government had to provide 
inducements. 

Two were key, both designe~ to produce profits 
from failing thrifts. The idea was to allow investors 
to generate as high a volume of loans as possible 
from their· dwindling deposits. 

, One method allowed investors to treat an intan

. , 

gible asset as tangible. Under accounting conven
tions, the difference between what investors paid 
for a failed thrift and the value of its tangible assets 
- including deposits and loans - is called good will . 
Good will is intangible; But investors were allowed 
to count good will .as part of the capital reserves 
against which they COUld, make loans. The Govern

. ment accepted an accounting rule for good will that 
would make a thrift's reserves look artificially high. 
The Government also agreed to count certain kinds 
of cash infusions from the Federal regulator twice 
in measuring the bank's reserv.es. 

, Later, Congress recognized the regulatory folly 
of counting intangible assets as security for loans 
and' objected to contracts that they regarded as 
sweetheart deals for the rich 'and powerful. Con
gress voided the s~ial -regulatory and accounti~g 
devices in 1989. . 

,The Government argued in court againstreim
bursement on grounds that the right of private 
citizens to collect damages for ..acts of Congress is 
limited. But the Supreme ,Court ruled 7 to 2 that the 
Government's immunity did not apply in a case 
where it signed contracts with specific regulatory 

. obligations. The principle is Simple but important. 
In, the United States, everyone is required to fulfill 
contracts, even the Government. ' 
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Pastor sees .racism 

••In··a 
Police arrest three 


'. white teens for fire 

By Andrew Cain 
THE Wo\SHINGTON TIMES 

CHESTER, Va. - Three white . 
teen-agers charged Sunday 
night with .burning a historic 

, building owned by a black con- . 
• gregation near Richmond were 

interested in vandalism and not 
cummitting a hate cr:me, author
ities said yesterday, . 

"It was not a hate motive. We 
don't consider it a hate crime," 
Chesterfield County Police Chief 
Carl Baker said of an April 16 
.blaze that destroyed a historic . 
building owned by the First Bap
tist Church of Centralia.. 

But the pastor of the congre
. gation, founded just after' the 
Civil War, says the burning has 
racial implications. . 

If convicted, the teen-agers 
should help rebuild the structure 
to send "a messCtge of reconcili
ation," said the Rev. Wilson E. 
Shannon. . 

Late Sunday night, pOlice 
· charged Leigh Thtum Odom, 18, 

of Richmond, Adam Thomas 
Sapp, 19, of Midlothian and a 16
year-<lld girl from Chesterfield 

· County with maliciously burning 
the building, about 15 miles 
south of Richmond, 

A tip from a police informant 
late last week led to the arrests. 
Each of the accused faces two to .. , 
10 years in prison and. a fine of 
up to $100,000 if convicted. Po
lice did not release the girl's 

· name'"because of her age. 
Members of the congregation, 

founded in 1867, erected the' 
. gray, wooden church building 
with Gothic columns and a red' 

. roof in the early 1900s, said Mr . 

. Shannon, 40, the congregation's 
13th pastor ... 

n of building 

The congregation held ser

vices in the building until 1962, 
when it moved into a new church 
a mile away. 

When the building burned it 
held more than 5 tons of donated 

. English, math and science books 
destined for children in Africa. 
Mr. Shannon said. ' 

There is no indication the 
torching was inspired by, or con
nected tei, a Feb. 21' fire' at the 
Glorious Church of God in Christ 
in Richmond, police said. . . 

The burning "was not a copy
cat" crime because the teen

, agers arrested Sunday were. un
aware of other church burnings, 
.- > , ••_- ~ 

Said Capt James Bourque of the 
Chesterfield County Police De
partment. . ; . 

Police found no ethnic slurs 
scrawled or painted on the build
ing. . . . 

The structure "was a target of 
opportunity" for teen-agers in
terested in vandalism, Capt. 
Bourque said. "There was no ra
cial motive." The arrested teen
agers were friends in the same 
social circle, police said. 

State and federal authorities 
are investigating suspicious 
fires that gutted nearly 40 black 
churches in the South,in the past 
18. months. Virginia' Attorney 
General James Gilmore III to
day hosts a summit on the 
church burnings at Howard Uni
versity in the District .. 

Police gave few details about 
how' the fire began other than to 
say it was set inside the building 
and that no petroleum-basedac
celerant was used, . . 

The task force that cracked 
the case included officials from 
. the Chesterfield police and fire 
departments. the u.s. Bureau of 

Alwllui; luuacco and Firearms 
and the Virginia State Police. . 

"They've done a fine job, I 
want to commend them:' Mr. 
Shannon., . 

But he c\'Jticized police for im- , 
mediately discounting a racial 
motive. 

"If this is a racial situation, 
..call it that:' he said. If a burned 

building belongs to a black con
'. gregation' and those c~arg~~ 

with the arson are white, '1t 
. leads to believe it's a raci81 mo
tive," he said. . ',' 
. He accused authorities of soft
Pedaling the possibility of a ra

"Cia!. motive because "everyone 
wants their county to look like it 
has come of age." 

Mr. Odom and Mr. Sapp are 
being held at the Chesterfield 
'County Jail and face a Sept. 6 
preliminary hearing in Chester
field County Circuit Court. 

The girl is being held at the 
Chesterfield County Juvenile 
Detention Center. 

The congregation of the First 
Baptist Church of Centralia 
plans to begin rebuilding the 
burned structure within 90 days. 
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3 arrested in. .Va. arson; 

',vandalismcited as motive ' 


By Haya EI Nasser ,The arrested men are ,Leip 
'. .'USA TODAY , " ThtumOdom, 18, of Richmond, 


Va., and Adam Thomas sapp,19, 

TWo white men and a white of Midlothian, Va. The juvenile's 


, \ 

teeri-age girl were airested in the name was not released. They are 

April ,16 burning of a historiC, ' charged, with malicious burning 

,black church in Chesterfield of a building a felony punishable 


, County; Va., pOlice said Monday. , by up to 10 years,inprison. 
The airests bring to 33' the The church hadn't been used 

number of people charged in eon-' ,for regular services since 1962. 
, nectionwith a..rsons at Southern but the congregation planned to 

black churches since Jan. I, 1995. renovate the building tor use as a ' 
TWenty-three of, the detend8nts communitY center. The iso~ted 
are white; 10 are black. ,church was a popular' teen. 

In the latest case, federal and hangout It bad been a target of 

local investigators said ,vandal- Ku Klux Klan gramti. ' ' 

ism, not racism, was the motive' Also, PoUce said Monday that a , 

behind the destruction of the 120- ,Are Set Sunday night 'at The 


, Ye8r~ld First Baptist Church~ri- ,House of Prayer Church of ,God . 

tralia. "None of the three suspects In ChriSt in ,Greenville, Miss., 

has Indicated any, racial or reU- <:aused minor damage~,' 

gious motive," says Lt Robert That brings to 67 the number,of 

Lukhard, Chesterfield County~s Southern black churches struck 

assistant Are marshal. ' by arson in the, past 18 months. . 


k' 

"," . 

,3\ 

'. ' 

, " 

l ' 
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Answersbegin 

~th"-prevention 


,The national focUs 
on church arsons 
has bro ,ught calls 
'c, 1 11·' ,,' sons haven't been a problem, state 
lOr so U ons., ' , and local authorities meet today with 

.USA'TOD'A''y" "1" ks" :,~~~:,try.toprevent racial, ' , ' , 00 church burnings m the state.' ' 

at some answers: " 

By Gary Fields· , 
and Richard Price 
USA TODAY 

Southern churches are easy prey 
to determined arsonists, or to drunk
en teen-agers on a sudden terror 
spree in the dead of night 

Even as a national outcry contin
ues over the plight of sman commu
nity churches, many churches still 
stand empty and undefended, scat
tered acmlS the narrow country 
highways' or wooded lots of the' 
South. Sometimes no neighbOr is 
near enough to even report the blaze 
before it is too late. 

Wben they do bum, authorities 
and community leaders traditionally 
treat church burnings as a local mat
ter, USA TODAY's two-month inves
tigation of black church arsons found 
no reliable listing of suspicious 
church lires, Drawing any conclu· 
sions is dimcult for federal investiga
tors with spotty reporting. , 

But faced with repeated news re
ports about the threat of church ar· 
sons in' the, South, civil rights, reli
gious and law enforcement groups 
are searching for new ways to stamp 
out the lires betore'they start 

Today in Boligee, Ala., where fires 
at three black churches first spot· 
lighted the issue, the U.S, Commis
sion on Civil Rights kicks 01Y a series 
ot community forums to study fires 
and racism across the South. ' 

At H()W8rd University In W8shing. 
ton, D.C., today, GTE, and Atlantic 
Bell announce a toll·free tip nne to 
aid arson investigations in six states 
and the District of Columbia.' Even in Arizona. where church ar· 

"We're just watching... says Bob 
Khan, Phoenix lire captain. "'That's 
all we can do, ... have people watch
ing the churches in our communi
tia" ' 

And AmeriCares, the disaster and 
, relief humanitarian aid organization, 

' 

plans this week to airlift its third pre-
constructed church mto the South 
this, one into Tigrett, TeM., where 
Mt Pleasant Baptist Church was 
torched last May. 

"We should have it there in time 
for services this Sunday," said Presi
dent Steve Johnson. 

But how can, that congregation, 
and an estimated 365,000 others 
acmlS the nation, stop the next lire? 
That's the big question for those in
volved with this issue. Among some 

,.J'f the answers: ' 
man rights groups have launched a 
"Bigotry Watch" to attack racism, 
one of many factors in church IireS., ,,' 

Formed by the National urban 

..- StreDgtben la_1&ciSt or not, 

arsonists will think twice about bum
ing a church If they would face long 

prison sentences, supporters of 


' tougher laws say. 
' Last week, Congress passed a 
'tough law that COUld send church ar· 

sonisls to prison for 20 years. Presi· 
,dent Qinton is expected to sign the 

, law this month. Severai, states are .' '. "\'considering their own laws. '. ,: , r'. 

Although caufornia hasn't experi· 

enced a problem, Gov. Pete Wilson 

propa;ed legislation that could sen

'tence church arsonists to prison for 
life. Said Wilson, ''Torch a church in 

california, and I will guarantee you'll 

rot away in prison... 

~ Improve lnvestlpdons: Essen

tially, this means teeching state and 

--, , "," '," , 

locallirelghters and police agencies 
how to detect and investigate arson, 
The Federai ,Emergency Manage
ment Agency (FEMA) has ear
marked $775,000 to improve arson 

' investigations. , 
Generally, firefighters aren't 

equipped for the job; 85% of 32,000 
U.S. lire departments are made up of 

volunteers. 
Still, increasing the investigative 

force won't solve everything. "You 
can assign all the agents you want," , 
says Curt Weldon, R-Pa" a former 

Leagufi!, the Anti-Defamation ,lire chiet and founder ot the Con· 
League, the National c:ouncil of La 
Ram (which tocuses on Hispanic raw 
cia! issues) and The National Council 
(a religious coalition of Christians 
and Jews)! the pr~ will mo~itor 
th~ behavlOr of police and publiC of-, 
IiclaIs. It also calls for a national con
ference on "~l~ral~m." '. 
, The U.S, ~1V11 Ri~ts Co~lon 
IS approachl~g the lSSU~ With much 
the same attitude, ChaIrman Mary 
Frances Berry said the COmmission 
w~nts "to, end these oppres~i~e 
cnmes agamst places or worshIp In 
African-American communities." _ 

gressional Fire Caucus, "but, it's the, 
mast dimcult crime to prosecute and 
convict someone of, unless you see 

-them with the match in their hands." 
~ Educate the public: Many pas

tors believe that the lires have more 
to do with irreverence for churches 
than with racism. They want people 
to be taught' respect FEMA began 
releasing a series of public service 
announcements last week. The Na
,tional Council of Churches plans an 
education program. 

' ' 



'. 
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'£"l..'ur'.., ch' F;"'e" '~ted the fire from'destrOJmg the Siinctuary\...d1 .1..1. ' or the adjacent fellowship ball. , , ' 

The church is in a,ruraI. wooded area' of few 


. ' homes about six miles outside. Maysville 'and·"


'·In N. f'm-olfua 	'a~~~~~~==ve been re
ported in'at leaSt 4O.predominantiy black church

" . 'esacross the nation. moStly in the Southeast "'Ruled !..:...' ' , Federal authorities have been inves~gating ,,·fU7son ' ==~,A.~:...a..~~numberof,,1,,' \1.\1.&&1&6 ~.IU\k 

. 'Elsewhere: ,,' '. , 
• F'lle was set Sunday to a black church under',TmCBS 01Molotov Cocktails,' 
constrUction in Greenville. Miss., bUt police said 

,GaIoline ,Found.in Debris 	 they believed young prankSters, . were, to blame 

and that the blaze was DOt raciaDy motivated. 

. The fire.at the constructioo site of the House of 


_..~:~.: ' Associated Press' . Prayer was reported about 8:10 p.m., but it was 
·lMYSYILLE, N.C., July I-Traces of MOlotov quicldy cootained and only minor damage ~ re- . 


. cocIrta.J&.and g8S91ine were found in the debris of' ported, Fire Chief EUe Nelson said. " 

, a black church thcit went up in fla.n;Ies, and an offi • Arson Sunday severely damaged Sacred Heart 


cial said today that the fire had been foriDally Catbolic Church, a predorrlinantly white churdt in . 
. , ruled an arsOn. , 	 , the nOr:thea.St Kansas town Of BpDner Springs:

The fire,' one of three suspicious cburdJ fires 

Sunday, was reported at about 1:15 a.m. at the 

St. James AME Zion Church. 


'''It's been rWed an anIClIl," AI Steveos. tipeciaI 

agent in' charge of the coastal district for the ' 

State:Bureau of Investigation. said today. 

. Federal autbolities Were investigating the fire, 


,bUt 'they were reluctant to link it to any other, 

suspicious blUes. , . '., . 


...At the present time, We don't see anything 

wbich.lin.ks this fire to any other fire being irives- ' 

ligated in North CarOlina," Zebedee Graham of 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco aildF'tiearms 

told The Daily News ofJacksoriville. . 

; "But, we don't rule out anythi.Og. We'll keep an 

~n mind as we are conducting the invest:iga.,

tiOn." . . 

" Authorities found beer bottles stuffed withpa

per and pews covered with gasoline, The News & , 

Observer of Raleigh reported. 


. 1ile fire's' flames melted the uphOlstery on tPe 

pews and sc.orched the floor, Sheriff Reynolds 

Mason said. But the church's cinder-block walls
I ' 

http:anythi.Og
http:wbich.lin.ks
http:nOr:thea.St
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!rime, miJlionsdonated t()

rebUiIdburned-Chmches 


. ,----.-.. ..-" -.;;Regg;eWbite, the Green Bay 
By Lori Sham headquarters. The council includes . Packers' all:pro defensive end,' is 
USA TODAY 33 Christian·groups, including Atri· . asking fellow NFL players to donate. 

can-American denominations.. $5,000 eacb- equal to the rebate 
The pligbt of burned cburches bas Rojas says an investigation will de- Checks from their union dues. 11 ev

moved individuals and corporations. termine the needs of each cburch ery player participated, donations 
to give more than $5'million toward . that bas been burned. . . would exceed $8 million., 
rebuilding funds so tar. Millions of "Initially it will be limited to black White is also associate p8st0r of In-
dollars mOre is expected before the . churches.' That's where the greatest ner City Churcb·in Knoxville, Tenn., 
donations slow down. . . need is .at this moment," he says. which burned Jan. 8. ReSidents of 

So many people want to volunteer . "We hope to raise enough money to Wisconsin, bome of the Packers, 
their labor that some offers of help help all the churches that have been have given more than $200,000 of the 
have been turned down. . atJected)'$SOO,OOO raised so far by Inner City. 

Money is "coming in fast and furi- Mosques and synagogues burned --_.._... ..... - ._._...._...".... - .... 
ous from around the country," says /because of hatred will be considered. Local fund-raising and rebuilding 
Don Rojas of the .National Council'of too: "We're targeting all incidents of . efforts have also lourished, bOOsted 
Churches. "Very soon we'll be in a racially motivated crimes' against by national media attention. 
iKmtion 'to say we've reached or places of worship," Rojas says. More than $25,000 was donated to 
even exceeded oUr $4 million goal." The Natioilal Council of Churches '. rebuild three black churcbes In Boll
. Churches around the country beld will also use part of the money to car- gee, Ala., after a story in USA TC> 

special collections this weekend for ry out anti-racism programs. DAY two weeks ago. 
rebuilding funds in an effort called Other efforts include: . "We clearly have gotten the na~ 
"sabbath of support...· ... The South~rn Baptist Conven- tion's attention now," Spiver Gordon, 

Aid Is flowing in so fast and from . the Green County chairman of the 
so many groups that Rep.J.C. Watts, tion, the USA's second largest de- Southern Christian Leadership Con-
R-Okla., is working to establish an In-" nOmination, raised nearly $300,000 ference, said Monday. . 
formation clearinghouse to help in cash ana pledges at its. national . A total of $125,000 in donations, 
members of burned, churcbes find conference last month. . $60,000 in insurance and volunteer 
out what help Is available. Teams of skilled craftsmen are be- labor from cburch groups should 

Many groups are still working on ing sent to rebuild churches. So permit the three Boligee churches to 
.the criteria they will. use to deter· many teams were helping at Salem reopen by the end of the summer. 
mine who gets the money. Issues un- .' Baptist. Church in Fruitland, Tenn., Volunteers have been so plentiful, 
der consideration include: Whether that the surplus was sent to another says J.D.' Kuepfer of Mennonite Di
both black and white churches are destroyed church. . . saster Services, that offers by some 
eligible; whether racism has to be a .. The Christian Coalition wants to· churches to send busloads of people 
factor in the arson; and how much in· raise $1 miillon. It will mail letters to on weekends had to be turned down. 
sUrance the church had. ·100,000 churches asking them to take 

Sixty-seven black .churches have special collections this month. In Greenville, Texas, where tWo 
been struck by arson since Jan. I, ... Promise Keepers, the national black churches burned on June 9 
1995. The amount raised so far Is men's movement., plans to raise $1 and 10, more.than $250,000 has been 
enough to give about $75,000 to each million at its stadium meeting'l) this raised already.
of those churches, summer and fall, and through local "That doesn't count goods and ser· 

"We're discussing the.best way to chapters. Its emphasis ,will be re- vices," says John Sutton, who is lead
make sure the right people get it We building in areas hurt by racism. ing the effort "We've had offers of 
baven't reached a conclusion yet.," "We want to see the relationships air-conditioning systems, and stained 
says Ken Jacobson, assistant national built.," !K\YS spokesman Steve Chavis. .glass and pews. .. It almost becomes . 
director of the Anti-Defamation overwhelming... 

.' League. The ADL has collected "It won't be just writing a check." . Sutton's company, Raytheon E • 
more than $100.000 in amounts rang .. The Laborer's International SyStems, pledged $50,oo~. So did 
ingfrom $1 to $1,000. Jacobson says Union of North America is collecting. AT&T. The Episcopal diocese in Dal. 
people also have sent a huge number donations from its local unions and las gave $25,000, and the mega
of "very. moving" letters of support district councils ..It is also providing church Second Baptist in Houston 
for the. burned churches. . skilled union members for rebuild· collected. $83,600 in one day,Sutton 

The biggest fundso far is that of ing, starting with Sweet Home Bap- says.' , 
the National Council ·of Churches, tist Church in East Baton Rouge Par· . Says Sutton, "At times like this . 
boosted by $2.7 million in" grants . ish: La.' . people stand up and say, 'That's not 
from foundations as well as hetty do . right We're going to help.' " 

nations from many denominational 




started rising in 1994. 
Arson dusters ' 

, centered in Tennessee 
and the Carolinas are 

, behind th~ increase. 

Church arsons'" ' 
On'the riSe 
Black church arsons in 
11, Southem states , 

The - _: -..... MIIInwI, ~ ",
~ LouIIIana, ~, NoIIII CM:lIIna. 
Scu1Ii CanJIna, T_, '1'-and~, 
1 - FInoIIII --Souq: USA TODAY -. 

'------:-__'--.,.--:-'--'--_--'----1 

, 'Iiy~AecIIin,USATOOAY 
" One f~eral idea:--=R"'"Hci--"'u-ca-tl"'-o-n

workshops for juVeniles arrested for' 
arson. Some moneY in the fed~raI,: 
Safe' & Drug Free Schools prOgram 
Will be diverted for'that purpose.' ," , 

, ' ... Watcb tbecburehes: In, Atlan· 
ta, one grass-I'OOls organization has 
begun monitoring churches daily. 
Keeping watch also is a key parlof 
FEMA:s $40 million arson ,preven

" ' 

~, " 

, . 

tionprOgram. , , ' ,': , ' ,'Asprinkler S)'Stfm is effective but 
, Eyery state would have'a network' expensive, ranging from $5 to'$10 a, 

of 'N8tcli groupS that repOrt to, acen- square foot ' " , 
, !J'8I omce weekly. "We're not just go. 'Because many ot the burned' 

, "lOg to have'a lot of hoopla setting this churches are built In ~mely !Ie- ' 
, up and then stop' worrying about it:' eluded places, ~rts, advise. re
,'FEMA's Morrie Goodman says. "We ,building elsewhere,' out In the open 
bav~ to know what's,going on:' and near roadways. Several 

With federal funds or ~ any churches have done thai recently. 
group 6f church members can form ,For those still in secluded spots, 
a system for checldng more fre., Weldon suggests dearing trees and 
quently on, their buildings.. , , brush and adding lights. Experts also 

... Improve Information: Only balf recommend that cburches ,add Ii 
" the Ire districts in the YSA report bul'8larY. and alarm system. 

data to federal authorities. Experts "That'would be the Irstthing fd 
want that changed. "AnJcin is the sec- do," says Butch Browning. a Louis!· 
ond-leading cause of Ire death in the ana arson task force director. "If you 

, home," sa~ PhilipSchae~ pres- had to leave your bouse empty all 
Ident of Tn Data Corp., whicb ban- ' week and were worried about some
dies Ire research. "It's, a crime one mesing with It, what would you ' 
~nst, People, not just a, 'crime do? A cburcbls no different" , 
agaInst property." ,':: > 

, ... Fortify the cborebes: Wood 
bums; brick doesn't As churches """, ... 
build, they are ttiming to ftre-resis. 

tan "als
' t maten ...:. brick 'exteriors 

• steel doors and lreproof dlywall:
That W!~ belp, Ire experts'say. ' 

, f 

,,', 

. ,I" 

·"'25 

," ". 
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Conspiracy. theory fades, 

but· racism smolders. ,.. 


Tbere's more bad news from the South. 
Another two black churches have burned ' 
since Sunday, bringing the total for the past 
18 months to at least 67. Is this the work of 
a broad racist conspiracy? , 

Many think so. Indeed, atwo-month in- , 
vestigation by USA TODAY reporters un
covered at least 18 unreported arsons, com. 
pounding the sense that black churches are 

' ' 
P~nalties increase ' 

Prompted by the rash of church fires. 
Co"9ress has approved and sent to' the 
president legislation to: ' 

... Expand federal law on church arson 
to include racially motivated fires. 

... Double the maximum sentence to 20 years. 

... Authorize $10 million in loan guaran
.', ' J',', ~ :: '. under attack. But the ,theory doesll:t hold;".::tees"tohelp rebuild u,nderinsured 

up-at least'not nationally. Thedatitsho\>.t " .~rches, ,,' ",' 
that at least 40% of the fires fit no identifi~' 
,able pattern of conspiracy. 

The remaining 38 fires studied in detail 
by this newspaper are concentrated in two 
distinct clusters and appear to be associated 
- by geography, timing and other charac
teristics that imply at least localized cam
paigns. This leads to two conclusions. ' , 

ru-st, despite our Collective desire for 
easy answers,'there is no broad conspiracy 
'against black churches. . 

One fire was set by three young children 
looking for excitement In another case, 
tw,o black coritractors have been charged 
with arson in an attempt to hide evidence 
of overbilling. One was' set to hide' a bur
glary. Several have been traced to people 
with emotional disorders. 

Second, despite the lack of an overarch- ' 
ing conspiracy, racism is deeply evident in 

, the wave of burniflS'). , , 
There were 40 arson fires at Southern 

black churches in the first six months, of 
this year. That's double the rate offiresdur
ing all of 1993. Arsons of white churches 

. have seen no such increase. ' 
And, of course, there are specific exam

pies to back up the generaJ perception.,So 
far, 12 white men have been convicted of 
setting nine fires. SeveraJ openly admitted 
their hate. Other fires seem to'have been set 
beca~ the arsOnists thought the commu
nity would care less about a black church 
than a white one. That's racism, too., " 

'Together, then; these church burnings 
teach a lesson that many white,Americans 
are loath to hear. Despite all the pain of de
Segregation, despite the turmoil of affirma

" tive action and bUsing and race riots, this 

About 1.000 law enforcement officials 
,are investigating the fires - 150 from the 

' Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Frrearms; 
100 from the FBI; and 750 from state and
IocaJ agencies. ' 
Scu1:le: USA TODAY AlII8III'Ch 

nation has, miles to go before its citizens 
feel equally at ease and at home. ' 

Those who deny that reality no doubt 
. will seize on the lack of conspiracy evi
dence to claim there is no problem. But one 
does not equal the other. 

Even if just a single black church burned 
at a single racist's hand, it would not be 
some cliche crime remedied as eaSily as a 
new building is raised. 

These are hate crimes and, especially in 
the ~ South, where small, poor commu
nities 'are often centered around churches 
that are centuries old, the fires do particular 
violence. No~ orily do they strike at a com- . , 
munity's spiritual heart, but they alSo de~ , 
stroy an inheritance, a place ofrefuge hand
ed down through generations of slaves, 
freed slaves and their children. 

Many victimjzed congregations forgive, 
the arsonists. That's admirable charity. But 
it is charity the rest of us cannot indulge. 
Church burning is the sum of the worst 
parts of the American experience - night
riders and Klansmen and segregation. 
, An estimated 1,000 federal, state ,and 10- ' 

, cal investigators are now working'on the 
fires. ,And that's just good enough. There 
may be no national conspiracy. Maybe 
even the clusters are,spontaneoUs; But even . 
one bUJi;1ing deserves the weight ofthe na
tion to slam it down. . 
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• • while. clues stay hidden• 
.How goes the battIe against church bum- lJlay understate the problem by 50%. 

ings? Better by the moment,· as federal ' A second national data bank,. main- . 
agents swarm over the scene of each, new tained by the U.S. Frre Administration, bas 
fire. . . similar problems. , ' 

Unfortunately, Washington's' newfound The Fire Administration collects data on 
enthusiasm is hampered by a lack ofunder- suspicious fires from fire departmentS, not 
standing about arson in general. Statistics '. police departments. But those statistics are 
on arson are So scant that the Uniform filed voluntarily, and only aboutSO% ofthe 
Crime Reports, compiled annually by the nation's fire departments bother. Ten states 
FBI, exclude them entirely from charts de- opt out entirely. 
signed to show multiyear trends; , . Moreover, arson data lJlay lack crucial 
, Front-line reporting is a big part of the details. The FBI, for instance, categorizes 
problem. Overall, the FBI crime reports - arson by six types of structure, but not by 
based on information from 12,000 police churches. USA TODAY reporters' were 
departments - are routinely criticized for forced to call each state individually and 
imprecision. (Communities have ample in- , then collate different sets of data. In the 
centive to underreport crime.)- But arson process, they uncovered 18 church bum
presents a special problem. ings the FBI had not yet identified. No 

Unlike burglary or robbery, the first pea- wonder Washington was slow to catch on. 
pie at the scene of an arson are firefighters. . Federal agents are now working the ar
And roughly 80% ofall firefighters are vol- sons aggressively. And Congress has voted 
unteers, most of whom lack the training to to increase the penalty for church burning 
recognize arson, which often' is very diffi- and subsidize reconstruction. 
cult to identify. But ifCongress really wants to be useful, 

If the firefighters miss the signs ofarson, , it should ,provide new incentives to fire and 
then the crime is never investigated by the police departments to improve their arson ' 
police. And if it is not investigated by the reporting, order the national data banks to 

. police, it doesn't show up in the crime' re- standardize their data, and insist that arson 
ports. Insurance industry experts say the re- reports identify church fires. 
ported . arson rate, about 100,000 a year, That's fighting fire with smarts. 
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Navigational. insipien~e 

\linTER MEARS
"C.'. harade, vendetta,

.,'. .' political n~isance 

.. '.' those White House 
. . . . " retons to the calculat

. '.' ed Republican leaks of 
the Senate Whitewater . 

report won't strike the case from . 
the campaign docket. . 
. President Clinton has let the 

problems now lumped as Whitewa
ter unfold serial style, one install
ment at a time. An annoyance four 
years ago, it's nowil GOP target'as 
he seeks a second term. 

That's the problem with piece-.. 
meal disclosure. It keeps the case 
going, keeps the Questions' coming. 

...,,. ····"Political damage 'controkefforts., 
have a way of making things worse .. 
. The pOlitical iristinct to teU onJy 
what must be told and let 'the rest 
wait is not reserved to either party. 
It happens in both, despite the evi
dence thin dealing with trouble
some items a step at a time usually' 
makes them worse. . 

~epublicans gained at least tem
porary advantage with the serial 
approach in reverse on Whitew~ter:.. 
On Sunday and Monday, they selec
tively leaked installments of the 
final report from the Senate White
water Committee released official
ly yesterday. 

The White House didn't have the 
report, and the only Dem.ocrats 
defending the president over the . 
weekend were his own spokesmen. 
Democrats on the Senate Whitewa
ter Committee did issue a state
ment complaining that GOPparti
sanship had. undermine.d· 
objectivity, but that was it. 

The GOP draft :accuses the 
administration of misconduct" rais-. 
ing the possibility of.obstruction of 
justice" in Whitewater as officials 
tried to limit the political and legal 
damage to Mr. Clinton and his wife. 
The GOP report also says Mrs. 
Clinton improPerly impeded inves
tigations into the 1993 suicide of 
Vincent Foster, the deputy White 
House counsel. . . . 
. She denies that. Neither Clinton 
has been charged with wrongdoing 

"'" ." 

by Kenneth Starr. the special pros

ecutor.in the case of the' failed 

Whitewaterland:deal and the col

lapse of a Little Rock, Ark., sa\:ings. 


· and loan. lWo former business asso

ciates.aridBill Clinton'S succe'ssor 

· as governor of Arkansas w~re con
victed of fraud after a maIm which. 
the president was called as a 
defense witness on videotape.· 

He's to testify in July, again via 
videotape, in the trial, of two 
bankers accused of stealing bank 

· fundS to recover 1990 campaign 
contributions. 

Whitewater first stirred as an 
issue early in Mr. Clinton'S 1992 

· presidential campaign. when ques- . 
tions were raised about the invest- . 
ment, th'e Jailed savings and loan, 
and,;.Mrs Clinton'S involvement as a 

"Linfe Rocklii\vyer. 'HariCllea:iri'fuIl
at that point, it might have been dis
pelled. But Mr. Chnton had just. 
faced controversies over his draft 
record' a'nd an alleged affair, and 
didn't want another dispute to have 
to weather. 

So the tactic was containment. It . 
sufficed at the time, and the case 

· did not become a major issue. But 
that carried it on to the White 
House, where; the Republicans now 
argue, officials misused public 

· office in efforts to minimize dam
age. ". 

Even then advisers were sug
gesting a full and sweeping disclo

· sure, or a special prosecutor, as the 
·W8)' to get past Whitewater; Mrs 
Clinton objected. Ultimately, an out· 
side prosecutor was appointed any
how, and Mr. Starr's investigation. 
has expanded past its Whitewater 
origins to encompass the case of the 
White House travel office firings 

_. . - "" .~ 

and now the use of confidential FBI 
files by presidential aides.' 

Mr .. Clinton has apologized. for 
the latter, calling it an'honest, 
bureaucratic mista.ke during a 
review of White House access lists. 
That one has been unfolding piecec 

meal too, with an increaSing ntim
ber of FBI files coming to light, and 
with disclosure that the official who. 

'. got them in 1993. said to have been 

routinely assigned by the Army to 

the. s~9uritv review. had been active 


fn Democratic political campaigns. 
There's to be a House hearing on 

. that episode today, a Senate inves
tigation as welL Three GOP sena
tors say .the Secret Service told 

. them the access list is updated con
stantly, which conflicts ,with theini- . 
tial White House explanation. 

The acknowhidged niisuse of FBI 
files was discovered by House 
Republicans investigating the 1993 
travel office firings, in documents 

'. 'the White House had at first with
held from Congress. 

While .the campaign impact of 
all this can't be gauged yet, it cer
tainly is no help to Mr. Clinton Bob 
Dole, his Republican challenger, 
has compared the use of the FBI 
fiJesto Watergate and an enemies 

....·,list.~~You don'qamper with the con
fidentiality of FBI' filesthe said 
Monday. "They're going to .have a 
lot of explaining to do before this 
ends.'" . ' 

And that's ju'st beginning as the 
full Whitewater report is issued. 

"Most Americans, the president 
believes, will see through apolitical 
charade when they see one as clear 
as this one," said Mr. Clinton's 
spokesman, Michael McCurry. 

Walter R. Mears is vice president 
and columnist !orthe' Associated 
Press. 
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Security Myth S'urrounds RB.I.a:nd Its F.iles 
To the Editor: 

It is legitimate tO,question whether 
the White House had a proper pur
pose in aSking the Feder<;ll Bureau of 
Investigation for several hundred in
vestigative files (editorial, June 17), 
but the case raises other basic ques-' 
lions, too. 
. Should theF.B!. be in the business 

of. personnel investigations in the 
first place? It conducts these inquir-' 
ies (as distinguished from criminal 
investigations) in numerous contexts' 
for various agencies. It WOlM make 
sense to tum them over to the Office 
of Personnel Management, which 

now conducts many security-type in
vestigations of civilian agency per
sonneL 

Of course, any investigation that· 
developed' information relatmgto 
crimi!lal or subverSive' activity 
.would be referred to the F.B,1. But 
the aura and mythology surrounding 

. the bureau and its files evoke a much 

. more ~ystericaJ and emotionarreac
tion than would be the case if the files 

"were developed by another agency, 
And decoupling personnel investiga
lions' from {he F,B.L·s high-profile 

. law enforcemem funClions would ai
low more proporuonate public con

. sideration of episodes like the White 
House affair. 

How useful are the personnel 
checks anyway? Are they worth the 
many hundreds of millions of dollars. 
we spend on the investigations, the 
evaluations, the supporting person
nel and the complex procedures for. 
their care and feeding? 

. Thirty years ago, I did a study of 
'the Atomic Energy Commission's 
vaunted. Q-clearance program, 
Which looked for such information as 

· subversive propensities as well as 
· drug or alcohol abuse, poor credit 

and, in those days, homosexual con
duct or tendencies, Of the 717,000 full 
field investigations, mostly by the 
F.B.I" for Q-clearance from 1947. to 
1963, incredibly only about 1 percent 
yielded any significant derogatory 
Information at all. . 

My figures have never been chal
lenged and, to the best of my knowl

.... edge, no one has .produced,more re

. cent data. But even the most thor~ . 
.~ , 

ough F.B,1. investigation can't dredge 
up more than a small fraction of the 
individual's background. Even if it 

"weeds out relatively few people, the 
system creates a false sense of secu
rity if it leads us to believe all is well 
because,the Government has hired, 
or "given White House passes to, only 
those who are certifiably pure based 
on F,B.1. inquiry. 

It is the very existence of millions 
of dOSSiers in .the F.B.I.'s hands that 
is the r~al threat The utility of the 
routine investigations that. produce 

· these dossiers, especially in light of 
the end of the cold war, should be ' 
reconsidered. We should use the cur
rent episode to pierce the mYthology 
of security and take a realistiC view 
of what we need and how we qm get 
it effectively, economically and effi
ciently. HAROLD p, GREEN 

Boca Raton, Fla., June 18, 1996 
The writer: is professor emeritus Of 
law, George Washington University. 
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ClintonAgreedto Meet on Gift and ....... . 

" '..', Ms. Hernrelch· acknowledged un~ 

. . " , '., . " 
~t tnt A, -J . 'r t -Ii .
Jj a e cos, lue 1 es I es 

"';..
By STEPHEN LABATON current trial, Herby' Branscum Jr., 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark., July 1 - A own the Perry County Bank'in Perry-
longtime aide to Bill Clinton testified ville, a town about 50 miles north

'today that BruceRLindsey, now west of Little Rock that helped to 
deputy White House counsel, set up a finance Mr. Clinton's last race for 
meeting in 1990 so that an Arkansas . governor. They are charged with 
banker could give Mr. Clinton thou illegally concealing large cash with-
sands of dollars in campaign contri . drawals by Mr. Clinton'S 1990 cam
butions and seek a state patronage 'paig'n, . laundering contributions 
job for his partner. through their relatives' and friends 

Testifying for the prosecution here as a way of skirting state contribu
in the Federal trial of those two lion limits and reimbursing them-
bankers, the witness, Nancy Hern selves for some of their contributions 
reich, said Mr. Lindseyhad called by eXpensing them to the bank. Mr. 
her office to schedule the meeting, 
between Robert M. Hill and Mr. Clin
ton, who was then Governor of Ar
kansas. 

A memorandum to Ms. Hemreich 
from her deputy - dated Dec. Il, 
1990, three days before the meeting, 
and introduced by the prosecution 
today - said: "Bruce says Rob Hill, 
member of banking commiSSion and 
chairman of Per'ry County Demo
cratic Party, would like a time for 
himself and Kent Dollar to meet with 
governor on two matters. 1. He has 
$5-6,000· to give governor' and 2. He 
wants to pui in a word for Herby . 
Branscum to be appointed to the 
highway commission. Please re
spond to Bruce rather than Mr. Hill." 

Ms. Hernreich testified that Mi. 
Clinton had subsequently read the 
memorandum, had initialed it, had 
written "O.K." on it,and had put a 
backward check over her initials, the 
typical marking he put on memos he 
had seen. Although the note referred 
to contributions of between .$5,000 
and $6,000, prosecutors say Mr. Hill 
and Mr. Dollar, an auditor for the 
bank who also held a state patronage 
job, ultimately delivered $15,500 at 
that meeting, about half of which had 
come improperly from the expense 
accounts of the bank. 

Mr. Hill and his co-defendant in the 

, . 
Lindsey hasbeenUsted as an Linin
dicted co:.cQnspirator in the case. He 

der cross-examination by Dan Guth- . 
rie, ' a . lawyer. representing Mr. 
Branscu'ip,thatMr. Clinton and Mr. 
.Branscum were "good friends" for a 

. number of years and that Mr. Brans- ' 
cum had long been a supporter of the 
governor. Mr. Branscum had serv~ 
as the chairman of the DemocratIc 
party in Arkansas. Prosecutors have . 
said that they expect the president 
will testify in the case that he ap
pointed Mr. Branscum and Mr. Hill 
because they were the most qualified 
candidates for their jobs. 

. The contributions from the De
'cember meeting were ultimately 
used to help the Clintons payoff 
some of the large amount of debt that 
the couple had personally incurred to 
finance Mr. Clinton's 1990 campaign. 
Bank records show that the Clintons 

denies any wrongdoing. 'had personally oorrowed a total of 
Prosecutors have told the jurors' $285,000 in four loans in 1990 from the 

that the bankers broke the law to ,Perry County Bank that were then 
ingratiate themselves, with the Clin-. lent to the campaign. A financial 
ton campaign. After the 1990 elec
lion, Mr. Branscum was appointed to 
the state highway commission and 
Mr. Hill was re-appointed to the state 
banking commission. 

For years, Ms. Hernreich has' 
served largely out of the public eye in 
one of government's most important 
. jobs: as the gatekeeper to Mr. Clin-' 
ton. She was h.is appointments secre
tary in the state capital here in Little 
Rock and now holds the post of Oi

'rector of Oval Office Operations at 
the White House. She said she had no 
independent recollection of the meet
ing, but added that her appointments 
OOok for 1990 indicated that it·had, in 
fact, been held.. . 

Of the $15;500 in contributions. 
made at the meeting, $7,000 was ulti
mately charged improperly to the 
bank, prosecutors have said. Much of 
the other money was improperly fun
neled by Mr. Hill and Mr. Branscum 
to their relatives and then' to the 
campaign to ,skirt state restrictions. 
on contributions, prosecutors say. . ' 

statement filed by Hillary Rodham 
Clinton in 1990 with the Perry County 
Bank for the first of those loans listed 
the couple's net worth at $226,000. 
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the long run. Among other problems' 

.,' she said, forcing the department t6· they'WOUld not or.could.notgive·data; 
choose between the new venture and to private contractors.' , " " 
other private 'contractors wouldcre- .' Officials at the Office of PersOnnel', 
ate a risk that', ;'uniformity and, Ml!!lagement, said they were, confi· ' 
standardization of investigativ:e ; . ,dent that they could retainaccess,to 
scope and the quality of. investiga- ' law'enforcement records by having 
tions will be a~versely affected." ',requests funneled through some of 
" Links between the personnel of-, the Federal Government personnel 
,fice's database and the Pentagon's w~o will ~versee the reh:ltionship 
investigative database could create WIth the privatized company. 
"potential national 'security prob- ' But many employees of the inves

, lems with contractors having access Ugative service said they were uri
to, this information," Ms. Robertson comfortable with their work becom
said. And she questioned whether the ing part of a for-profit business. 
new company, would be granted ac- , "I truly believe that the type of 
cess to law enforcement, records work we do is inherently govern men-
needed todd the background checks. tal," said ,Deborah AppersOn, a sen- " 

In a stlldy due to be completed In lor. inv~~tlgator in the investigations 
the next few weeks, the General Ac; > offIce. There should be strict con
counting Office has also raised ques- ,trois and strict access. It's not' some-' 
Hons about, access to criminal' thing that should have the profit mo:. 
records. Mr. Simon,said that when, -. tive behind it." ' ..•. 
the GAO. contacted .12 states in .' , 'Another investigator i~ a field of· 
March to ask, about, access by the", fice, who spoke on condition of anOo 
new venture, six of the, states said nymity, said he would make more' 

money under the, privatization plan 
because he has enough years of serv- . 
Ice to collect a Federal pension while' 

, continuing to work at full salary for 
the new company. But he said he stili 
opposes the plan., ' 

','J "I thin~ you're opening yours~lf up' 
, to ~ poSSIble weakening of the whole, 

national 'security function," the In
vestigator said. "Those of us from 

. O.P.M. who will work at the private 
company have, integrity, but, we 

. won't be around' forever, and the 
people who replace us won't have the 
same,ex~rience or salaries. Pretty 
soon It:wlll be the junkyard guard 
dog company." , ~. 

. '. 
. ',' 
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Sifting for clues: From Texas to the Carolinas, the ~BI and.i. TF are fielding a 2iJO~~gent-~trong te~m to hunt dow~ elusive 
church arsonists. Ofihf!39 fires since 1995,24 are the sU,bject ofaclin> inl'!?stigations--:meaning no suspect has been arrestedyet, 

. 

black churches to bed~s.troved bv arson, 
Nearly'30 churches have bee~ burn~ so far 
in 1996:and 41others. according to an At
lanta-based group called the Center for De
mocratic Renewal: were burned or vandal
ized in 1994 and 1995. Manv of these cases 
remain unsolved. and no o~e has evidence 
of any national or regional conspiracy. But 
the sheer number of black church arsons. 
which now equals the worst years of white 
racist terror in the 19505 and '60s. suggests a 
spreading virus of copycat malice. 'c'HURCH FIRES'ARE A:-; ELECTION

. c\.:ear'issue:'\\'ith his radiO. speech 
on June 8 'and a high-profile visit 
to Greelevville. S,C .. last week, 
Bill Clint~n has throv.1l the full 

. weight of federal la....: ,enforce
, ment into an investigative battle against a 
shadowv enemy, The FBI and the U,S, Bu

";. ." 

~est~d a ,,;hite man. identified as 
Christopher Harper, :35. and held him 
pending arraignment. A team of FBI and 
ATF investigators came to town. and a 
specially trained black Labrador named 
Iris. who sniffed out, the presence of accel
erants in the ruin of First ~1issiomiry Bap

. tist, confirmed that the fire in fact was ar-. 
son, The Rev, Alfred Baldwin .. still in 
shock at the destruction of his church. said 

. he found it "diffic\lit to believe aconspira
cy that starts in Alabama or Mississippi 
would jump. up to a city like Enid." But 

'''whenever you have individuals sending 
out hate messages oil radio and TV."Bald
win said ...somebodv at the verv bottom 
rung of the ladder will take that a"s encour
agement to do evil." ..,' , 

This inference-that a nationwide cli
mate of racial rancor is inducing some peo
pie to act out their,hostilities seemed rea

reau of Alcoh~l. Tobacco' and Firearms' I sonable, But the emerging facts of the Enid 
have' assigned :200,' fie'ld agents to the : investigation suggested that the Reverend, 
probe. and the field teams are being jointly .• Bald';"in. understandably enough,. may 
supenised by Jim Johnson of the Treasury have been jumping to a conclusion, After 
Department and Deval Patrick. chief of the i interrogating the suspect for hours. federal 
ci\il-rights di\ision at the Department of l investigators tentative!:' concluded that the 
Justice. ' , . ! motive for, the arson was not racism, His 

Their 'mission is to uncover any sign of : mother. Mar:\' Smith. described Harper as 
racist conspirac:' \\ithin this contagion of ' retarded and emotionallv troubled., She 
arson - and the Enid case shows how . said he had been taking P~ozac and that he 
tough that \\i11 be, Last Friday Enid pollce .• had been hospitalized repeatedly for at" 

, tempted 'suicide. most recently in early 
June. That was hardly the profile of a politi
cal ,arsonist. "I haven't seen any evidence 
that this was a hate crime," one federal offi
cial told NEWSWEEK. Given the political 

. sensitivity of the case. Justice Department 
officials refused to rule out the po,ssibility 
that the suspect. retarded or not. had acted 
under the direction of someone else.' But 
for the time being. at least, there was no 
sign. that Enid. a tov.'T1 that is proud of its 
history of racial tolerance. had been invad
ed by; Cabal of right-,wing terrorists. 

The big picture is no less confusing, Not 
counting Enid. which came too late for this 
tally. ATF currently lists 38 fires at pre
dominantly African-American churches 
'since Jan. 1. 1995, Of these, 24 are "active" 
.arson investigations; which means no sus
pect has been arrested. Six other cases 
have been cleared with the arrests of eight 
suspects, (The remainder, eight cases. are· 
regarded as accidental fires,) "The people 
who have been apprehended so far, are 
mutts," a senior ATF official ,told NEWS

",WEEK, "They ,have no developeci ideology 
and there's no evidence they are hooked 
up to any grand conspiracy," NEWSWEEK 
has inten~ewed a dozen agents on the fed
eral task force-and most agree that the 
investigation, will uncover a ran'ge of ex

. planations for the fires. "We're going to 
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fihd out that some of these cases will in
volve no racial animus, a few will be inside 
jobs and some will be done by extremists," 

.'·one FBI agent said. . 
The burning of two black churches in 

Clarendon Countv. S.c.. last vear·mav be a 
case of extremist'terrorism. The Mt: Zion 

.• Baptist Church in Williamsburg, S.c.. 
burned on June 20.1995. and the Macedo
nia Baptist Church .in Manning burned 
two days later. Local authorities arrested' 
Gary Christopher Cox. 22. and Timothy 
Kdron Welch. 23. in connection with these 
fires. and both men have been indicted for 
arson under state law. (Both h;l\~e pleaded 
.not guilty.) Clarendon County Sheriff Hoyt 

,,:,..Cqllins. said Welch was carrying.a. mem- •. 
bership card for the Christian Knights of 
the KKK when he was arrested: Federal 

,.authorities '. are considering civil-rights 
'.' charges against them. and FBI agents are 

investigating the possibility' that the 
Clarendon County arsons are connected to 
other church fires. . 

The reality is that the federal task force 
is entering ~ quagmire. Arson is always a 

: . tough crime to investigate, and the evi
dence in many of these cases is getting old; 
some may never. be solved. With some 
300~OOO churches nationwide: there are 
approximately 600 'cases of arson against. 

• 	 March'30:El'Bethel M.B..The;Year'B'lack Churche's' Burned~' Satartia. Miss.: Suspect 
So far in 1996. at least 27 suspicious fires have been identified at black churches across the South. arrested 

That doesn'!include seven fires deemed accidents. ~ • March 31: Butler Chapel 
A.M.E.. Oningeburg. S.c. 

KANSAS • 	 April 11:' 51. Charles. PainVIRGINIA
MISSOURI 	 courtville. La.KENTUCKY 

. , NORTH .• April 13: Rosemary Baptist. ...at. . CAROLINA Barnwell. S.c. . 

TENNESSEE' Y7 t... ," • April 26: Effingham . . . 
OKLAHOMA 	 Baptist. Effmgham. S.c. . ~;••7·. 

May 14: MI. Pleasant 
• Baptist. Tigrett. Tenn . .If SOLaH .• May 23: Mount TabOr 

" CAROU:-: .... . Raptisl. Cerro Gordo. N.C. 

May 24: Pleasant Hill GEORGIA 
• 	 DESTROYED • Baptist. Lumberton. N..c. 

• 	 June 3: Rising Star Baptist.'. DAMAGED 
Greensboro.. Ala. .' 

KSOW:-; 
•, 	 ACCIDENT.... L June 6:Matthews~ '. 

• Murkland Presbvterian. . 
Charlotte. N,C.: 'Suspect 
arrested" . . 

FLORIDA 

" 	 J~n. 8,:1996: Inner City. St. Paur~ F:ree Bapti;;!. . .. March !I:SL Paul A.M. E.. • June 9: New Light House 
KnoxvJlle .. Tenn. Sweet Home B;\ptisl. . Hatley. :'115>. ... Church of Praver. Green< 

Thomas Chapel, East Baton 	 , "i11e. Texas' .Jan. 11: Little :'1t. 	 • Ma!'Cb 10: Falling Mead·
Rouge. La. . .•• Zion Baptist. :.It. Zoar 	 ows Baptist. West Point. Jurie 10: Church of the 

Baptist. Boligee. Ala. Feb: 21: Gloriou; Church of . ~iss. • Living God. Green,llle.
• Cod in Christ. Richmond. \'3< Te)(as 

Wolle Cily. Texas Baptist. Ruleville. ~1iss. 
.• Jan .. 19: :.It·. Zion :'1.B .. 	 Marcil 20: ~ew Zion 

Feb. 28: ~ew Liberty 
• 

• June. 13: Firs! Missionary &.4., Feb, 1: C~!)r('s:; Baptist. Tyler. ,~la.: Suspect .• March .27: Gays Hill Bap: . BaptISt. Emd. Okla.: • 
. .'" • Grove BaptISt. '1rrested 	 tlSv:'·!lllen. Ga. . . Suspect arrested 
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churc,h buildings every year, The o~erall .' 
trend is dbv.l1 , although not among black 
churches m the rural South, Many of these 
churches are older wooden buildings-tin-. 
derboxes -located on country roads riilles 
from police and fire departments, They are 
extremely vulnerable to arson . and. be
cause they bUrn so quickly, often destroy 
evidence of the crime as well, 

The black clergy who descended' on 
Washington a week ago are 'deeply skepti
cal of ATF. One reason is that ATF 
agents-who know from experience that 
about half of all arsons are mside jobs
have questioned and m some cases poly
graphed black churchmen m, search of 
leads, "They. strapped a lie de- . 

. tector on me and asked me if I 
burned· the. church," says 
.Harold Smith, assistant pastor 
at the Inner City m KnoX\ille. 
Tenn, "When vO'ur we is m the . 
ministry '" it hurts to be asked ' 
questions like this," Aggressive 
mvestigative tactics have al
ready led to trouble at the 
top, Told thai federal prosecu
tors had subpoenaed some 
black clergymen m a search for 
mside suspects. Attorney Gen
eral Janet Reno ~eportedJy 
blew her stack and ordered a 

..... , '"'" . '~. ".top.ievei'·'Summit,.. meetmg" to 
,set limits on the field agents' 
tactics, 

As .administration officials 
struggled to m,eet CImton's' 
declared goal ofbringmg racial
ly motivated arsons to a halt, 
new mes destroyed black 
churches m Charlotte. N.C.. and 
Greenville, Texas. These fires 
mspired White House aides 
to' scramble CImton's travel 
schedule to allow the stop m 
Greeleyville, S,C,-vmereCIm
ton, in his familiar role as the na
tion's consoler-m--ehief. deliv
ered a moving speech at the 
dedication ofa black church that' 
was burned out last year. But' even Jesse 
Jackson acknowledged that CImton must 
walk a fine Ime: too much crusadillg by this 
president could prompt even more arsons 
by the loose cannons ofthe ultraright. Given 

. the weird admixture of racism and simple 
looniness that lay behind these crimes, 
prayerful caution-and even a measure of 
forgiveness":" seemed· the. wisest stance, 
''We want the world to know we are not 
angry with anyone," said the Rev. Alfred 
Baldwin, summing up the tragedy in Enid 
''We are a loving church. But it just broke 
my heart." . . 

TOM MORCANTIiAIJ with GINNY CARROLL 
in Enid, DANIEL KLAIOMAN in Washington, 

. .' .MARK MILLER in Texas and 
MARTIiA BRANT in Tennessee 

~I 
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ville, Miss. - involved in everything 
from the Easter program to the choir.. 
Later. after marrying wife Carolyn, he 
became a Baptist in 1978, and they both 
immersed: themselves in the life of 

Investigators. are searchingforlhe culprits 

responsibleJ~ran ePideml~c ofchurch fires. 

For the ATF agenli'n charge, it's personal 


W hen. Donnie Carter v.:as grow-, 
. if)g 'UP' in Mississippi in .the 

"-'" ".,,,.. :, . "·.1960s,._ he: savs;···law·-enf0n:e· ....~.. 
, ment "was perCei\led ~is the:'peopl~ \~'ho ;; 
kept' African-Americans in line. hen 

though the laws. wen; for everyone. they 

were nOt administered fair/v." . 


Today, Donnie Carter is' the law: He 

became' an agent for the Treasury De

partment's Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco 

and Firearms in 1976 "because I wanted 

to show there is due process for every

one." Now, as t'he ATF executi~'e super
vising investigation of. the suspicious 
church fires racini! throuehthe South. he 
has to deliver on tlbt pledge.ltisn·t easy. 

The' fires just keep coming, one after 
the other. most Iv in Southern states. cs· 

· pecially . Tennessee. Alahama. Lou isi

ana. SouthClrolin:l and. yes. 1\1 i~sissip~ 


pi. "Late last week, federal agents were 

combing throul!h the blackened brick 


· remnants of the~FirstMissioria~' Baptist· 

Church in Enid. Okla .. fearing it was the 


, " '",'. 
latest entry in a frightening ledger. But 

.the tally of black chuYch fires depends 

· somewhat on who is doing the counting. 

The Center for Democratic Renewal. 

which monitors hate groups. reports that 

more than 80 historicallv black and mul-. 

tiracial churches hme been firehombed. 

burned or vandalized since January 

1990. Other reports have put the total at 

more~than 30 in just the' past 18 months. 


Althou~h ninsl ,)f th<? fires appear to 
have been caused h\ JfSnn. 1;\\\ <?hforce
ment olT}ciJls'so~far'h;j\'e found no c\'i>' 
dence linkinl! them Ie) :I.hroad ral:ist con- . 
spiracy. ATF' has ';011110 ~.5acti\:e 
investigations of black church tIres smce 
earl\' 199.< and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation which shares jurisdic· 
tion -.rep?rIS 33 pef.1ding investigations 
of suspected arsons at Afncan-Amencan 

churches. But another 25 ATF< probes 

, since early i1l95 are studying suspicious 


fires at mostlv white houses of worship. 

For Carter. now 43. "this' hits near 

home. It hasn'( blinded me. but it'salittle 
bit personal." In the summer of i964. < 
when Carter was JUSt 11. 37 black 
chu rches were burned in Mississippi. Bu t· 
if those memories are a little vague,.his· . 
recollect ion' of the 1963 bombing that 
killed four little girls at ~he 10lh Street 
Baptist Chur~h in Birmingham, Ala .. is 
not. "I didn't understand it -how could 
somebody blov. up someone else'$ 

. church'?"' asks Carter. "But tha~ was a big 
event. ilnifi could relate to those kids." 

That's' in par.t· beca.use Carter was 
spending a lot of time in church'him
self-the < Winan Chapel Christian 
Me.thodist Episcopal Church in Centre··. 

.' . 

Houston's 'Green:spoint Baptist Church. 
He served· as acting director of youth 
programs. taught Wednesday night Bi

<"··ble stu(kand became:'a deaton' in 1995. 
In. fact. ·says.Carter. only histurniryg to 

the church allowed him to 
overcome the "living hell" of 
t:lkin'g over ATF's Houston of
fice after the agen~y's 1993 de
bacle in Waco. 

"1 know the chur~h is 'the 
core of the African-American 
communitv," savs Carter. 
"During the civil' rights days, . 
when we couldn't, go anywhere 
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Mysterious fires 

else, we went to the church. The church 
was a. sacred place:, NoW' l have to keep' 
reminding:myselhb3:f Fh,weto be pro· 
fessional and not 'get emotionally in· 
volved: But it's beendiffkulC 
. ' Especially .as questions swirl not just 
about the fires themselves but also about 
the, feder:af investigation. 'Som'e civil 
rights leaders charge that thefiresare the 
r:esultofa dark, national conspiracy. "We 
would be nuts' not to look at a conspira· 
cy," admits AssistantTreasury Secretary 
James Johnson: because "clear- ' . 
Iy it's a very troubling pattern." , 
But in congressional testimony. ' 
ATF-Direc(or John Magaw said: 
~'We have, nor yet..:.. and,1emphasize 
not yet - fOl,lnd any evidence of an in·, ' 
terstate or national conspiracy~" . .: 

Many motives. Federal authorities sav 
church firesof all ~irids are a depress. 
ingly familiar phenomenon: ATF has 
investigated 146 ofthem since late 1991. 
"In church fires .. you seeil whole spec· 
trum 'of motives insurance fraud. 
homeless people u;;ing to :;;eep warm. expenencl: and eli1ni,ilY. Authoriti,es 
juvenile vandalism or people, ,lashing savthe church fire im\:s!i!lations are es· 
out," says one federal official. I pecially difficult hCi:,:lllSC ~\idence liter· 
,Still, there's little dciubt thal'racism is I ally goes .uP in Sill ( '''I: and because' the 
the root cause ()f,'manv of the recent . churche~ are {,fll:ll in isolated. rural ar· 

."" Southem..fires. Behind 'ttl(it~ claim.civil I·,eas, SOWllnesse, ;lr"~",~car.ce,Arson ,~n· . 
rights leaders:. is an increasing atmos'l vestigatio[h. sa\s \Ltga\\, are some· 
phere of intolerance that the Rev, Jesse 
Jackson' calls a ':cultural conspiracy." 

Sharp questi9ns have been raised 
about" the, federal. response. "We have 
been sorely diSappointed that until reo 

'eently law enforcement in particular 
.. _ [has] seemed only mildly interested 
in focu,sing on these acts of terrorism:' 

,says th,e Rev. Joseph Lowery of the 
Southern Christian .Leadership Confer· 

'ence. Others have expressed impa· 
tience at'. the pace. of the in· 
vestigations and complained 
that federal agents are focus· 
ing on pasior.sand parish· 
ioners rather'than white rac
ists. Some church members· 
comp!ain..that· there,; are 
too, few minorities among 
federal investigators: others' 
wonder whether'loca! vol.' 
unteer' fire' departments 
may be obs,tructing federal 
investigations. ' 

FB( and ATE officials 
coumer that more than 200 
agents have been assigned to 
the church fires, A TF Direc
tor Magaw. who ,;\vsthe 
probe ii costing his 'agency 
about S180.000 a week, testi· 
fiedthat his investigators rep· 

The epIDemic. of church fires in the South is a palnful'reminder of the violent civil 
rights battles of the '60s, Church leaders are meeting with federal authorities to 
coordinate t~e investigations into the suspicious fires. . 

.•"l" • 
1990 . 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995' 1996 

times "measured in Inunths or years 
i rather than in Ja\s," . 

E\en so. sUSp'I:Cb ,in at least eight 
chutch fires sinc~' e;lrl\ 1995 haw been 
arrested,ln perhaps th~ higgest case, two 
men with allel!ed links 10 the Kti Klux 
Klan were arrested last June and charged 
with the burnings of the Mount Zion 
AM,E. Church in Grt:'elevville.S.C., and: 
the Macedonia Baptist Church in Man· 
ning. S,c. In Charlotte. N.C, last week. a ' 

. 

l3·vear·old white girl was arrested and 
charged 'as a juw;iik with burning the 
sanctuarv of a black church there: her 
alleged motive was unclear, but officials 
say it did not. appear to be racial. 

Despite those successes. civil rights' 
leaders SiIV' f~'di::'ra I law'enforcem-entstill ' 
must overcome a legacv. of mistrust in. 
the Afiican·Americ;n 'cQmmunity, reo 
gardless of who's in charge now. "Re
member. from .the view of 30 million 
Americans. what you've got to over
come -i- a horrible. horrible legacy," says 
Democratic Rep. John Conyers of 
Michigan. The legacy wasn't helped by 
revelations that a handful of ATF 
agents attended drunken get-togethers 
known as Good 01' Boy Roundups that 

included some'racistconduct. 
In April, ATF removed two 
agents who had attended the, 
Roundups from the church' 
fire investigations. The agen· 
cy was also sued .in 1990 by 
black agents who alleged dis
crimination in hiring, promo
tion and evaluation. Sources 
say a settlement in the case 
is imminent. Donnie Carter, 
who was promoted to his dep· 
uty associate director's job in 
January. is one of a number 
of people who credit Magaw 
with improving the racial cli· 
mate at ATF. That's allowed 
Carter to take charge of a big 
investigation - one that fel:b 
just a little bit personal. • 

resent a cross sectil)D of both . Enid, Okla. The R(i\', Cash RIIssell com{ol1s !lI'O grandchildrel/. By GORDi):" WITKI:" 
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.·White firefighter charged 

,in blaze at black church 

By Lori Sham ;er to prosecute crimes against rell· 
and Gary Fields gious property as federal otferwes. 
USA TODAY The Senate approved, a resolution 

condemning the Jires: 
" As federal Investigators, looked' .. Ginton asked Congress for an ' 
Into two new church DIes in MisSis- extra $12 million for the church 
sippi, authorities charged a white Jires probe, one of , the Jargest fedei'~ 
volu'nteer' ftreftghter with arson aI arson investigations. 
Tuesday, in connection with a May, .. In Atlanta, Ralph Reed of the 

, ,25 ftre at a black church ' ' , Christian , Coalltlon 
in Lumberton, N.C. pledged to raise S,I mil· 

State oMcials said BiI· lion for a building fund 
Iy Shawn Baxley, 17, tor burned churches. He 
lived near Pleasant Bap- , met with mlnlsters from ' 
tist Church, wbtch was' nine churches and i'epre
dairiaged by, the blaze. sentatives of the NAACP, 
Tbey would notoomment the Antl·Defamatlon 
on a motive. ' League and the U.s. ctv1l 
" North ·Carollna-om· -,., Rights Co~on In"an 

cials 'also said a ftre that ., '~tt.empt at reco,n<:illation. , 
desiroyei(HlIls Chapel R&Ut.;." 'Some black oMctals 
Baptist Church tn Rocky Reed:' Looking for are wary of the religious 
POint, N.C., was caused recOnciliatiOn right, which Reed has 
by an ,electrlcaJ problem. said was never a tJiend 

The developments occurred as of the civil rights movement. "rm 
, the pace of church arsons appeared looking forward to them closing the 
to pick up - along ,with the level of gap between what they say and what 
attention they're getting. Some fear they do," said Nelson Rivers, 
a conspiracy is bebtnd many of the NAACP southeast directOr. 
Jires. There have been at least eight ' .. The Congressional Slack (au· 
at black churches since June 3. cus planned a' hearing Thursday to 

President Qinton meets today ~ the federal, state and private 
with governors from Southern sector response to the church Ires. 
states; where, most black churches .. South 'Carolina authorities sata 
have burned. There have been more theys~t two I ().year-Qld ',WlUte " 
than three dozen In 18 months. " boys used lighter ftuld to set a g-

In other developments .Tuesday; , , age shed aJireat Ute ChrIstian Ag:., 
"... The House passed and sent to semblyChurch in North Charleston, 

,the Senate leglslation~ng It easi·,' which has a biracial congregation. 



DATE: 

PAGE:110s AUl\clesmimcs\ . . ",', .A'· d . Over the. last year and a half.H'o··.US')-!D, V"/0:·'te·.S· to-' 1·... '.' federal official~ ha\'e been investi
, ' . . ,""' 1", .:,' . . .gatlng the SUSpICIOUS burnings of 36 

. . ',' black churches, including fires· h . , h' '... .p' 'b :\-fonday night at two churches in "C 'u'r"c" Fl'reS : 'r'0 e northeast :'Iississippi. The fires, at 
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By SAM f1JLWOOD III 
TIMES STAFF WRITER' 

WASHINGTON-A~ming , 
federal law·enforcement 

, agents with new weapons a's the): 
attempt to snuff out a rash of arson 
attacks' on black churches across 
the South. the House voted"Tues·· 
day to make it easier to prosecute. 
such crimes as federal' offenses.' 
The legislation, which p~ssed on a 

· voice vote. would eliminate the 
, $10;000. minimum damage thresh
· old currently required to trigger 
federal involvement in the prose
cution of property crimes against 
churches, synagogues or other 
places of worship. 

The Church Arson Pre\-ention 
Act also would facilitate federal 
action against church- burning 
sUlpecl.s by c1.arifYlng. reqUire·", 

'ments that. s'uch acti\'llies iD\'ol\:e 
crossing state lines or USing inter~ 
state facilities. Additionally, the bill 
provides compensation' to congre
gations that lose their sanctuaries 

. and extends federal "hate crime" 
protection to churcheS .tha tare 
attacked because of the racial or 
ethnic composition of ·their 
members. . 

Meanwhile, Pres'ident Clinton 
urged Congress on Tuesday to 
allow the Treasury Department to 
spendS12 million to step up the 
investigation of black church fires. 
The money would be transferred to . 
Treasury's Bureau·of Alcoho!,. 
Tobacco and F.'irearmsto pay for ,. 
additional staff. equipment and' .. 
other expenses. related' to' ~he 
church fires' investigation, accord~ 
ing to a White House statement. 

And the Justice Depanment said 
it would redirect S9.5 million from • 
its existing 1996 budget to the 
church fire im'estigation. 

, 
Judging by the broad, bipartisan, 

outrage against the almost daily' 
reports of church f!~e8, a .,jmllar 
version of the HOLise :egj"iatibr. 
appears 'unlikel:: to e;:cour:te; 
opposition in the Ser.at<:'a;:d :3 \'i;, 
tually c·enain ~o bE- ",,?;:eli :E~O :a'''' 

, by'Clinton 

In, the Ho'use,' :';e ;;-g:,-: a: ion 
drew' only, pas! t>", (,; :;'. n~e!'1 15, 

E \' e, ry I a \\' m a i< e - '.1 ': 0 S00 i< e 
denounced altack:: c::'c;;ches 'as 

'''cowardly'' and ' acts 
that"would not be toie:-3teoi." 

"The arson ofa piace 0:' 'xorsh:p 
'is repulsii;e to as a soc:et:.:," said 

Rep; Henr:; J, Hyde,'R-II!.), 
chairman of the HOll,e JJolciarv 
Committee and chief spon~o; of the 
bill. "When a iire is rr:o',·,:a'ted b\' 
racial hatred it is en,:"! n:o,e renre·, 
hensible. -In my \-:ew :.":e:-e, ;s no 

_ <;~imetl1a t, sh.!{,uJd, be., rr:OI'!" \'lgl
lantl;; investigated ar:d :he nerne
trators more '.~ilwr'ousl',' 8;osecu'ted 
than crimes of t~his t \'Oe,:' 

B-ep .. Joh~Con\"ersir '(D.' 
:'1ich,), the ranking Democrat on 
the JUdicfary ,COm'mltlee, said that 
."the ,burning of these mo:-tj·\" Afrh 
can American churches" shows the 
nation is in crisis. Praising his col

,leagues on both sides of the aisle, 
Con.yers said: "These b,urnings are 
not condoned b\' am·one. On this 
one point we:re all un'ited." . 

Senate .\laJor.ity Leader Trent 
Lott (R - :'Iiss. ) said the Sena te was 
working "\'ery aggr'esslvelv" to 
pass similar legi:>latlon "I 'think 
there are enough Ja.{\s on.the books' 
already and that we- shoulr! have 
been more' serious abollt this prob- ' 
ably three or four months ago." 
Lott said before the House bill 
passed. "But. , . we sho\lld provide 
whate\-er tools our la\\ enforce
ment people need to in \'e5tigate 
these; church burr-Ings anr! dis
courage them irom happening 
anywhere in :~merica." 

"Central Grove :'1issionary Baptist 
' chur'thes, become the most recent 

in a string of unsolved blazes that 
the FBI and Alcohol. Tobacco and, 
Firearms officials are investigating 
as arson, 

While the torching of black 
churches has garnered nationwide 
attention because of the emotions 
elicited b): the memory of attacks 

. 'on black churches during the civil 
- rights mo\-ement. an almost equal 
, number of while churches has been 

burned in the past 18 months_ 

~~s'.if to draw attention to those 
attacks. federal officials pointed 
Tuesda \. to the discovery of an "in· 
cendiar'v de\'ice" at the all· white 
Kossuth Church of Christ in Kos
suth, :\1ISS., 'Iocated less than five 
miles from each of the two black 
churches that bll:ned Monday 

. night. 

" 

J. 
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House Moves to EaseProbe of Attacks,; 

on Churches, in the Wake of More Fires 


By JOE DAVlDSO~ 
Staff R'eporterof THF. WALL STREET'JOJ.:R"'AL 

WASHINGTON - In the wake of a con· 
tinuing rash,of fires at black churches. the 
House unanimously approved legislation 
that would fadUtate federal investigations 
of attacks on places of worship. 

The bill would allow federal authorities 
to investigate church arsons even if the 
attacks don't result in SIO.OOO of damage. 
the current threshold. Under the legisla
tion. there would be no minimum dollar 
amount-of damage. needed before federal 
oHicials may investigate. 

In addition. the bill would authorize the 
attorney general to prosecute church ·al
tackers despite no evidence that they 

, crossed state lines, as the law now indi
cate,S. A companion bill has been, intro
duced in the Senate. It will be discussed at 
a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing 
Tuesday. 

Boost in Funds 
Rep. Henry Hyde (R.. III.). sponsor of 

the legislation; said:,"The arson of a place 
of worship is repulsive to us as a society. 
When a fire is motivated by racial hatred it 
is, even more reprehensible.... We are 

,dealing with, depraved actions resulting 
from twisted and bigoted minds." 

The administration has asked Congress 
to enhance the' arson investigations by 
approving $12 million in spending for in
creased Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms staff and equipment. Addition
ally, the Justice Department is reallocat
ing S9.5 million for its fire .investigations. 
Among the more recent fires being investi· 
gated are three that damaged churches 
in the past two days - two in Kossuth. 
Miss., and one in Pender County. N.C.-an 
A TF spokeswoman said. 

End in Sight? 
President Clinton planned to, discuss 

the church fires with Southern governors 
at the White House today. Among other 
things, they will talk about what role 
U.S. marshals could play in helping to 
protect churches. National Guard involve
ment may also be raised. but. a White 
House oHicialsaid. it is unlikely the Guard 
will be deployed. ' 

Meanwhile. federal law-enforcement 

0----~----------~--------~ 
,)fficials safd the rash of church fires may 
e\'entually subside under the weight of 
public criticism and law-enforcement ef· 
fortS. as has been the case with a!lacks on 
abortion/clinics. ''The combination has led 
to a reduction in violent activitv addressed 
to clinics." said Jamie Gorelick. the deputy, 
attorney general. According 10 'the :"-la·' 
tional Abortion Federation. the number of 
violent incidents against 'abortion pro· 
viders dropped to 15SIast year. compared 
with a high of 434 in 1993. 

.Just as officials have so far found no 
e\'ictence of a broad conspiracy linking the 
church fires. no widespread plot was 
discovered in the abortion cases. Many of 
the abortion incidents haven't been solved. 
So far, out of more than three dozen 
church-related incidents since January 
1995. there has been a conviction in 
onlv one case. 

'Deval Patrick. ,the assis'tant attorney 
general for civil rights. said the average 
arson investigation takes at' least two 
years. with 18 months more for prosecu· 
tion. The additional federal resources, he 
added. are designed to reduce the amount 
of time needed to close the church-fire 
cases. 
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Clinton, 
Congress 
address 
burnings 
Attempt to torch 
white church fails 
FrOm combined dispatches 

KOSSUTH, Miss. - Authorities 
said an "incendiary device" was 
found yesterday on the lawn of an 
all-white church the day after a 
mostly white church was heavily 
damaged by fire. These fires oc
curred within hours after fire de
stroyed two rural black churches 
just four miles apart. . 

The Rev. Jerry Childs, pastor of 
Kossuth Church of Christ, said he 
found a jug. filled with liquid, 
burned into the grass of the 
church lawn a few feet from the 
brick building. One of two doors at 
the rear of the church had pry 
marks and soot was visible on the 
other. 

After the fires near Kossuth, 
which is about 190 miles northeast 
of Jackson, Sheriff Jimmy Taylor 
ordered patrols for every other ru-' 
ral black church in the county: 

The incident, called a "failed at
tempt at arson" by investigators, 
came one day after a former sanc
tuary of a mostly white congrega
tion in Georgia was ruined by fire. 
Investigators there suspect arson. 

Kossuth Church of Christ is 
within five miles of Mount Pleas
ant Missionary Baptist Church 
and Central Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church, which both went 
up in flames Monday night. 

The two fires were reported just 
17 minutes apart on the same day 

. that flames destroyed a separate 
rural black church in Rocky Point, 
N.C. 

Arson was suspected in the 
Monday night fires at the empty 

churches in this small town· in . 
northeast Mississippi, where FBI 
and ATF agents joined state and 
local investigators. But agents 
have little to work with. "We've got 
no evewitnesses. no evidence:' 

. said ATF agent James Cavanal,lgh. 
. Meanwhile. in. \Vashington,. 
President Clinton asked Congress· 
for $12 millJon to strengthen fed
eral efforts to im'estigate a wave of 
black church burnings.- 38 in the 

. past 18 months in the Southeast. In 
addition, the Justice Department 
plans to allocate an additional $9.5 
million from ItS 1996 fiscal-year 
budget to investigate the fires. 
. Also vesterdav. the House unan

imously passed legislation to 
broaden federal authOrity to pros
ecute crimes against religious 

. property . 
"There is no crime that should 

be more vigilantly investigated 
and the perpetrators more vigor
ously prosecuted than crimes of 
this type," said House JudICIary 
Committee Chairman Henry J. 
Hyde, Illinois Republican. 

The bilL passed ~11-0. would 
eliminate a 510.000 minimum 
damage threshold for federal. ac~ . 
tion in a church property CrIme 
and would make it easier to meet 
interstate commerce rules for fed
eral intervention. The legislation 
applies to all churches, not just the 
black churches that have lately 
been the primary target of sus
pected arsonists. But, according to 
statistics of the Bureau of Alcohol. 
Thbacco and Firearms, 85 white 
churches have burned since 1991. 

Mr. Clinton is scheduled to meet 

with a -group of Southern gover
nors today to discuss the church 
fires across the South since Jan
uary t995, spokesman Michael 
McCurry said yesterday. 

Senate Majority Leader 'Irent 
Lott, a Mississippi Republican, 
said yesterday that he was sur
prised by the fires "because it's a 
county that has very good racial 
harmony." . . 

. "This is certainly a despicable. 
inexcusable act," Mr. Lott said. 
"1t'sJust totally intolerable." 

The brick and wood churches 
were deserted when the fires 
broke out Monday evening . 

Mount Pleasant was the larger 
of the two churches. The t09-year

old church housed a congregation'
of about 125 members. . 
. In'Rocky Point, fire destroyed 
the Hills Chapel Baptist Church 
early Monday. North Carolina At
torney General Mike Easley said 
yesterday the fire appeared to be 
a result of an electrical problem 

· rather than arson, '. 
· Another fire early Monday in 

Pine Lake, Ga .. 10 miles east of 
Atlanta, destroyed a former sane

· lUary of Pine Lake Baptist Church. 
The fire appeared to be suspicious 
although there was no immediate 
evidence of arson, officials said. 
Pine Lake Baptist's congregation 
is mostly white, with about a dozen 
blacks out of 1.000 members. 



LEADING THE NEWS (OLR) 6-28-96 ': 

fired 

"'."" ..,,,,,.':'" directly by childbirth," sufficient
;.;he had a medical condition related 

Circuit found a jury could reason-
i,'li::;'oelieved North Hand's argument that' 

for failing to produce a valid 
mcdi!;~\l! W(;f:1,~:.jn for staying on maternity leave. The 

North' Hand for "allow[ing]" Notter 
")"'hm''''~' ,;he could remain on maternity leave, and 

the company's disability leave policy did 
n'J~ §~.'i:hf:; that an employee "who is properly on 
m~I~\:;;:'iJi:;y leave must submit any new 'medical 
,\~!:i'S'd!';ji:;,ftdon' with her doctor's statement requesting .
~,n~!,\I Ji;;~,'1e be extended." 

lijl(~!.,r;'ld, the court wrote that North Hand's ma- ' 
policy leaves the duration of the absence up 
woman's attending physician, and it was 

deal that the doctor who wrote the note for Notter 
'",'as her attending doctor. . 

The court noted that North Hand.did not require 
;'\~'IY medical reason when Notter took five days off 
'",hen she was newly pregnant, nor did the company 
exercise its right under its own leave, policy to insist 
that Notter submit' to a physical exam to determine 
if extending her maternity leave was legitimate. 
"These facts support the jury's finding of pretext 
and discrimination," the court wrote. 

Finally, the Fourth Circuit found a jury could 
have inferred intent to discriminate from Griggs' 
comments when he discovered Notter was preg- . 

nant: "Grigg's attitude is precisely what the' Preg
nancy Discrimination Act was intended to 
combat," the court wrote. 

Punitives Not Excessive, 
. 

The majority also upheld the back pay and puni
tive awards, as not excessive: "The jury could have 
inferred malice or reckless indifference from, the 
insensitive manner in which Notter was fired (out 
of the blue, without so much as a ,phone call to 
warn her that her job was in jeopardy); from the· 
testimony that Grigg wanted Notter to beg for her 
job back; from [a North Hand official's] procuring 
a 'return to work' certificate from the secretary of a 
doctor who was not Notter's attending physician 
and who had not seen Notter for two months ...." 

The dissent argued that a finding of pretext and 
discrimination was defeated by the fact that Notter 
received improved performance reviews while she 

.was pregnant and because she failed to return to 
work after the expiration of her maternity leave. 
. The dissent argued that allowin'i~ 'an employee to 
remain on maternity leave "indefjnitely simply be
cause her doctor fails to return a written release 
form to the company and in the 'absence of any 
medical reason for continuation of, the leave is 
undoubtedly strained, if not absurd." " 

~By Barbara Yuill 

End of Section 
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Coalition Formed To Defend Affirmative' Action 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Six civil rights groups have joined forces in 

a new coalition to defend affirmative action against what they say 
are threats from Congress, the courts and state legislatures. 

"We have seen assaults on affirmative action ... one very' 
effective tool in combating discrimination," Marcia Greenberger of 
the National Women's Law Center told reporters today. ' 

Other groups involved are the Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Laywers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, 
National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium, N~CP Legal ' 
Defense and Education Fund and Women's Legal' Defense Fund. 

The groups' l~aders said their new coalition, called Americans 
for a Fair Chance, '''will educate the public about how afffrmative 
action benefits women, minorities and the nation. II ' 

A'variety of affirmative action plans - for decades present in 
employment, education and government contracting - are intended to 
redress discrimination based on sex, race or national origin. 
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COURT TO REVIEW CASE OF MANAGER 
WITH AIDS FIRED BY DELTA AIRLINES, . 

SA!';' fRANCISCO-The California Supreme \ ..•' The San ,Mateo' Coun~y Superior Court jurv 
Court agreed June 26 to review the case of a now- foun? Deltal~vaded Sullivan's privacy in compiling 
deceased Delta Air Lines reservation manager who . ,the, hst and vIolated state law requiring accommo
claimed the carrier compiled a list of employee~! datIon for em~loyees seeking alcohol and drug 
suspected of having AIDS and then fired him treatment (Sullivan. v. Delta Air Lines IIIC., Calif: 
(Sulli"an v. Delta Air Lilles Inc., Calif SupCt, No. SuperCt, No, 380580, 5/9/94) (89 DLR A-9' 

. S051972, 6/26/96). 5/11/94). . ' , 
Six justices agreed to review the case of Joseph The trial. judge eliminated all lost "'age and 

Sullivan, whose $2H,OOO jury a:wardfor emotional b~~efits claIms because of Sullivan's admitted co
damages against Delta was overturned by the Cali': came use and Delta's "no tolerance policy" the 
fornia Court of Appeal (Sul/h'an v. Delta Air LineS appeals court said. ' 

,Inc.. Calif CtAp, No. A066778, 3/25/96). Beca.use.S~lliv~n sought no other damages on the 
the appeals court vacaleO'me awaruoecause HIV dlscnmmauon claim, "[tJhis means'that 110 

Sullivan's death during the pendency of the appeal d 
makes emotional distress damages nonrecoverable" . amages would be recoverable upon retrial,", the 
(60 DLR A:8,,3/28/96). ' . ' , appeals court said.' , 

Sullivan claimed his ,supervisor made a list of 19 
employees suspected or confirmed of having AIDS, 
or HIV, and those names were revealed during a 
1991 management· meeting. Although Sullivan's 
name was not disclosed during the meeting, he was 
ordered to reveal his HIV status to his coworkers. 
The list later allegedly was forwarded to Delta 
headquarters in Atlanta, his suit said. 

Delta said it fired the 13-year veteran of the now
closed San francisco reservations office because of 
excessive absences and unreliability. 

The petition for review said the appeals decision 
'''ignores contrary Supreme Court authority and 
'annuls dying plaintiffs' pain and suffering damages 
unless they survive to see their judgments affirmed 
on appeal." . 

\A Policy,lssue' 

further, attorneys for Alene M. S~l1ivan, Joseph 

Sullivan's mother, said the appeals ruling "creates 

bad public policy by' encouraging defendants to 

delay the judicial process while awaiting the plain

Jiff's death, discourages settlemeT\t before and after 
trial, and compelS meri,tless appeals." ' 

But Gilmore f.Diekmann Jr., representing Del- ' " 
,ta, said June 27 the whole issue','isessentially a 
policy issue." 

lawmakers decided "it is good public policy ,to 

deny recovery to heirs of a decedent, at least for' 

emotional distress damages [awarded], before he 

died." Other damages an individual might suffer 

sur~ive, Diekmann said. . , 


Moreover, Diekrrtann, told BNA, the ,appeals 

court did not address the is'sues of employers' duty 

in alcohol rehabilitation leave, employees' duty to 

exhaust administrative procedures before proceed

ing with a claim~ and the· issue of whether a 

privileged communication can be the, basis for an 

invasion~of-privacy claim. 
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FBDBRAL RBSPONSE ToCBURCB PIRES 
september 5. 1995, 

SCORe of thePrpblem 

• 	 Sinoe1990; over 350 inoidents of fire Or desecration at 
churohes and other housee of worship ,have been reported to 
components of the National Churoh,Arson Task, Forbe~, 

'rheNational Task Force is investigating approximately 230• 
, " 	 fires that have occtirredat houses of worship since January 

1995. 
, 	 ' 

Nearly half of ill incidents since january 1995,have been at 
African American churches. Eighty peroent of the fires at 
African American churches have been in the Southern United 
'States.; 

.~e have made,progress. AI? a result of partnerships, among 
, ~ederal; state and loca~ law enforcement; many of the" 
incidents inv~s;igated have been solvedimainlyby a'" ,
c9tnb1nation bffederal and, local, arrests and, prosecutions.. ,,'-' 
Since 1995, arreBt have been made in connection'wit.h over' 55 
fires at churcht;!8 ~ In June, Jlily and AugUst 1996 i arrests, " 

,have been made in connection with over '30" chUrch arsons. 

Immediate Federal Response ' 

The federal government is using the full range of resources• , to respond to violent acts directed at houses of worship.
Any Bort of desec~atio:ri or destruction of'any place ,of 
Worship is among the most despicable of crimes, reaching to 
one of, our most precious, freedoms -- freedom to worship in 

~: ' safety and peace ~ 	 ,,' 

President Clinton has made it a top priority to prosecute• those responsible for these arsons; to prevent future damage 
to htnises of w9tship, and to, ~e~p commun~ties and, " ,
congregations in their efforts to rebuild; To that end, a ,

,,;'.' 

National Church Arson Task Force has been formeci; co~ch21ired, 
by Assistant Attbmey Gei1e:ral Deval, Pat~ick andl'-ss~stant' 
Treasury Secret~rY James Jo~son~ The ,National Task Foree 
is reBponsible for investigation and prosecution of,

,incidents of church arson. ' , , ' 
" , 
'," 	

Tbe Departments of Justice and the Treasury, working with 

the FBI 'and ATF and local law enfordement, have been 

investigating f:i:res at houses o~ worship for several years ~ 

The Task Force investigations will seek to,evaliiate whether 

~he fires or ,desecrations ar~ mot,ivated by racial hatred or 

hostility and whether there is any link between soma or all 

of them. 	 ' , 
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~edicated Resourges , 

The National Task Force• 

raJ 003/006 

~ brought together, the FBI; ATF; 
JUstice Department prose utors, the,United,States Attorneys;
law enforcement, coordina ingcommittees and victim w~tness 
coordinators, ,the Commuri ty Relations Service; ~nd,theU.S. 

'Marshals; to forge a coo ihated plan for investigatirig and 
prosecuting these crimes We are also coordinating closeiy
with state,andioca1 off cia1s. The Attorney General has 
directed that every Unit dStatesAttorney develop'a local 
task force to accomp1iah that coordination < ", ',,", ' , 

weii over 200 ATF andFB', investigators have been, deployed• and are working together with state and local authorities~ , 
This is,one' of the large t federal criminal investigations
of any kind, one"of the argest arson investigations in 
history and the largest rent civil rights investigation~ 

We are also working hand in hand with local 'communities to• try to prev~nt these cri es~ 'l'he Pederal Emergenoy , ' 
Management Agency (FBMA); working in partnership with 
Nationa1 Task Force, 'is pearheading the" effort to invo1ve 
local commtmH:.ies in app opriate prevention efforts~', FEMA'" 

':;~': 	 will coordinate availabl ' Federal resources and materials 

for arson prevention an provide these to not only the 

states a1ready affecf::.ed y these arsons i hut everY state 


..... 'throughout the, country ~', FEMA has established· a , 
Clearinghou~e for arson 'revention resources that is' 
accesfJible by a toll-fr e number; 1-899-603"':3100. 

!,.'~. ~he President };as tran~e~~d'$6 miliion, in existing Justice .. 
, "Department funds so tha ,these funds could be used by local 
" 'communities for efforts t,:o prevent arBon of churches and '.' " 

,other religious'iristitu ions~ These funds are being made· 
" ,', ',available to local gove ments in 13, states, to intensify , , 

.; .' 

their enforcement and seillance efforts around vulnerable 
houses of worship. Thi program will be 'administered by the 
Bureau of Justice ABeia ance~ The eligible states are: ' 
Alabama, Florida, Georg eli Kentucky; Louisiana;; Ma:nrland, 
Mississippi, North Card ina, Oklahoma, ,South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas and Vi ihia. 

The Bureau of Justice sistance'also administers the Local• 
'. "', Law ~nforcement Block G ant Program. ' Under this program; 

, , $24 million is reserved to State governments for law 
, enforcemen~ purposes, i eluding the,enhan~einent. of 'sec~rity 
measures at facilities, ·termined,to be at special ,risk for 
incidence of crime.Th se funds are available for measures 

.': 	 to protect houses of we ship from arson • 
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• 	,TheJustica Department. wi l,be making funds available 
thrtiugha COPS problem-so ving partnership grant p~gram to 
allow law enforcement age cies, in affacted,commtinities to 
apply for funds toaddree' problems in tliei! communities 
resultiiig from arson of a religious instit.ution~ 

• 	 The u.s. Department of Ho sing and Urban Development (HOD) 

has authorized the use of up to $40 million in HOD crime 

prevention fUnding to hel prevent arson or other crimes 

directed, ,against churches 


The Department of Educat:i.. n wili make, up to $2, million of" 
Sa~e and Drug Free School and Communities National. 
Activities funds availabl for grants to school districts 

. and community groups to d~elop and implement', strat!!gies and, 

, ".;, , programs for prevention a d responding to hate·relat:;.ed ,


incidents. <.;" ." 	 ,,1 ;. 

I' 

.. ', 

" ' 
" 

.,' ," 

"' }. 
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, .1. . On AUgust! 9; v. Crowson t(N.D.
Tex;); ,defendant E~ic Henry cr wson pleaded guilty to one count 
bf violating 18 u.S.C.§844(i) in connection with the July 11,
1995, fire,at the Audubon Park Sapti~t Church/New Revelations 
Missio!uiryBaptist Church in G :eland; Texas, causing . 
appioxima~ely $400;000, indama e. ,The church haa,two

·congregationa, ' one white and t e other racially inixed; ,On'July
12; Qar~and poli~e ar~ested Cr ~on, already a suspect iri the , 
arson; in connection with the tily 2; 1996, burglary of a' female 

!, 

.,.; f.r church member's residence. ,Bo h Crow~on and the female church 
, memberiwhom he had allegedly een stalking, are members of the 
white congregation~ 

',2; On August 14, the Ku Klux Klan,' 
Gary,cox and Timothy Welch, pladed guilty to federal civil 
rights and arson charges for t e June 1995 arsons at the Mti Zion 
AMR Church in Greeieyvilie, So th Carolina andth~ Maoedonia 
Baptist. 'ChurCh in Bloomville, outh CarolincL' In addition; , as a 
resuit of information.from Cox and Welch, two other former Klan 
members; Arthur Haley and Herb rt Rowell, were indicted on August 
,~5 on, feder~l civilr~ghts, a on and weapons charges 'related to 
,the; church, burnings, ,the arso' bf two, migrant camps and other 
incidents: 'Haley and Rowell e now,in custody; , 

3. ort August 20, 199b I grand jury in JacksoIi" Tennessee 
returned a four count indictm nt in connection with United States 
y. Johnson; The indiotment i aludes two oounts of violations of 
18 u. s. c ~ 1247" the 1996 Chur h Arson Protection Act. This is 
the first indictment tinder thamended statute. On August b; the 
grand jury returned atwo-cou t indictment aharging 20 wyear-old
Brian Lamont Johrison;who is, frican-American; with violations of 

,18 U;S.C: 1844(1)' iit connecti n.w1th the July 22, 1996, arsons of 
an automobile and the Church f God,of Prophecy. Thia . 
pr~dominantly white "church in Dyersburg; Tennessee, caught fire 
and.burned after a,fire delib r~tely set in a car parked next to 
the,church spread to the chur h's eaves. The August 20 
indictment includes both theedaral arson counts and the §247 

, ' , counts; and supersedes the Aust 6 indictment., 'r: t, . 

4. On August 20, 1996; wo individuals, both white men aged 
20; were, arrested for the van aliem and attempted arsori,on the 
same day of the Spencer Hill hurch of Christ in Motint Pleasant; 

., ..-'. Tennessee •. ' The church is in rural area and has a predominantly
white congregation. Damage t the church'was estimated at 

. '$25 i 000.. The two men were ch ~ged with state violations of 
burglary; arson and felony va daliem. ' 

, 5., On September 4; 199G' a federal grand jury in Asheville; 
North Carolina, returned an i dictment charging two defendants 
with ieaving threaterling mess geson the answering,madhines of 
the China Grove A.MiS. Zion C urch and the Flora Williams 
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The President has declar the investigation of fires and 
other attacks on houses of wo ship a top priority of federal law 
enforcement. Earlier this ye r, the President established the 
National Church Arson ~ask Fo ce ,(NCATF) to oversee the 
investigations and prosecutio s of those who are responsible 'for 
these attacks. In addition, he Attorney General directed that 
each United States Attorney e tablish a local task force with 
representatives from the FBI, ATF, and appropriate 
representatives from state local law enforcement and fire 
protection services. 

The National Church Task Force continues to 
aggressively investigate fires at houses of worship and pursue 
criminal charges against the erpetrators. The NCATF is 
investigating over 200 fires that have occurred at houses of 
worship since January 1995, ith nearly half of those being 
churches with predominantly frican American congregations. 
Eighty percent of the Africa American churches burned have been 
in the South. 

As a result of the NCAT efforts, in cooperation with, 
local law enforcement, ,the p of arrEl!sts in these cases has 
picked up significantly. Si 1995, arrest have been made in 
connection with over 55 fire churches. In June, July and 
August 1996, arrests have be made in connection with over 30 
church arsons. 

Recent enforcement effo ts include the following: 

1. On August 9, 1996, 'rvUnited States v. Crowson (N.D. 
Tex.), defendant Eric Henry rawson pleaded guilty to one count 
of violating 18 U.S.C. §844(') in connection with the July 11, 
1996, fire at the Audubon Pa k Baptist Church/New Revelations 
Missionary Baptist Church i Garland, Texas, causing 
approximately $400 / 000 in d age. The church has two 
congregations, one white an the, other racially ,mixed. On July 
121 Garland police arrested Crowson, already a suspect in the 
arson, in connection with t e July 2, '1996, burglary of a female 
church member's residence. Both Crowson and the female church 
member, whom he had alleged y peen stalking, are members of the 
white congregation. 

, 2. On August 14, two ormer members of the Ku Klux Klan, 
Gary Cox and Timothy Welch, pleaded guilty to federal civil 
rights and arson charges fo th~ June 1995 arsons at the M~. Zion 
AME Church in Greeleyville, South Carolina and the Macedonia 
Baptist Church in Bloomvill , South Carolina. In addition, as a 
result of information from ox and Welch, two other former Klan 
members, Arthur Haley and H rbert Rowell, were indicted on August 
15 on federal civil rights l arson and weapons charges related to 



the church burnings, the arso of two migrant camps and other 
incidents. Haley and Rowell re now in custody. 

3. On August 20, 1996, grand jury in Jackson, Tennessee 
returned a four count indictm nt in connection with United States 
v.Johnson. The indi9tment i cludes two counts of violations of 
18 U.S.C. §247, the 199.6 Chur h Arson Protection Act. This is 
the first indictment under th amended statute. On August 6, the 
grand jury returned a two-cou t indictment charging 20-year-old 
Brian Lamont Johnson, who 'is frican-American, with violations of 
18 U.S.C. §844(i) in connecti n with the July 22, 1996, arsons of 
an automobile and the Church f God of Prophecy. This 
predominantly white church in Dyersburg, Tennessee, caught fire 
and burned after a fire delib ratelyset in a car parked next to 
the church spread to the chur h's eaves. The August 20 ' 
indictment includes both the ederal arson counts and the §247 
counts, and supersedes the Au ust 6 indictment. 

4. On August 20, 1996, wo individuals, both white men aged 
20, were arrested for the van alism and attempted arson on the 
same day of the Spencer Hill hurch of Ch~ist in Mount Pleasant, 
Tennessee. The church is in rural area and has a predominantly 
white congregation. Damage t the church was estimated at·' 
$25,000. The two men were c arged with state violations of 
burglary, arson and felony v dalism. [Discussions regarding the 
possibility of Federal charg s are ongoing. (?)] 

5. On September 4, 199 , a federal grand jury in Asheville, 
North Carolina, returned an 'ndictment charging two defendants 
with leaving threatening mes ages on the answering machines of 
the China Grove A.M.E. Zion hurch and the Flora Williams 
Ministry. The pastors at th se two predominantly African 
American churches listened t the messages, which threatened 
African American congregants and made reference to the use of 
fire. 
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THANK YOU FOR THAT W INTRODUCTION. I APPRECIATE THE 

CHANCE TO BE HERE TODAY TO DI CUSS THE WORK OF THE NATIONAL 

CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE AND E FEDERAL GOVERNMENT GENERALLY 

IN RESPONSE TO ATTACKS ON PLA ES OF WORSHIP. I AM ESPECIALLY 

PLEASED TO BE HERE WITH MY TA K FORCE CO-CHAIR, ASSISTANT 

TREASURY SECRETARY TIM JOHNS N. I WILL GIVE YOU AN OVERVIEW OF 

THE GOVERNMENT'S ENFORCEME EFFORTS. MR. JOHNSON WILL THEN· 

- DISCUSS OUR PREVENTION INITIAT VES, AMONG OTHERS. 

FIRST, LET ME STATE THE 0 VIOUS: WE ARE DEALING WITH A 

SERIOUS PROBLEM. THE PROBLEM WARRANTS UNITY. THE NUMBERS ARE 

CHILLING. BY OUR LAST BEST CO NT (RELEASED ON JUNE 25,1996), OVER 

THE LAST SIX AND HALF YEARS, T E FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS 

INVESTIGATED MORE THAN 243 S ARATE INCIDENTS OFATTACKS ON 

HOUSES OF WORSHIP. WE SAW ARAMATIC INCREASE BEGINNING IN 

JANUARY OF 1995 -- TO THE POINT WHERE MORE INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN 

THE PAST 18 MONTHS THAN IN TH PREVIOUS 5 YEARS COMBINED. 

HALF OF THOSE HAVE BEEN ATTACKS ON BLACK CHURCHES. MOST OF 

THOSE HAVE BEEN IN THE SOUTH AST. LET ME BE CLEAR: THERE HAS BEEN 

NOTABLE INCREASE IN ATTACKS N WHITE CHURCHES IN THE LAST 18 

MONTHS AS WELL. AND ATTACKS ON WHITE CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES AND 

MOSQUES ARE AND WILL CONTIN E TO BE THE SUBJECT OF INVESTIGATION 

AND PROSECUTION. BUT THE N BER OF REPORTED FIRES AND OTHER 

ATTACKS ON BLACK CHURCHES H S BEEN PARTICULARLY DRAMATIC, 



ESPECIALLY IN THE SOUTHEAST. I DEED, WE HAVE CONCERNS THAT THE 

UNIVERSE OF INCIDENTS MAY BE EN LARGER. WE ARE TAKING STEPS TO 

DETERMINE THE EXACT SCOPE OF HE PROBLEM. 

NOT ALL THE NEWS IS BAD. IN PARTNERSHIP WITH OUR STATE AND 

. LOCAL COUNTERPARTS, WE HAVE OLVED AND SUCCESSFULLY PROSECUTED 

A NUMBER OF CHURCH ARSONS A D DESECRATIONS OVER THE PAST FEW 

YEARS: IN FACT, NEARLY A THI OF THE INCIDENTS INVESTIGATED SINCE 

1990 HAVE BEEN RESOLVED, MAIN Y BY A COMBINATION OF FEDERAL AND 

LOCAL ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIO S. WE HAVE MADE ARRESTS IN 

CONNECTION WITH FIRES AT INCI ENTS IN NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA, 

MISSOURI, VIRGINIA AND TEXAS. HAT SOLVE RATE IS WELL AHEAD OF THE

NATIONAL SOLVE RATE FOR ARSO S. AND THAT IS VERY PROMISING. 

BUT IT IS NOT ENOUGH. SO E HAVE DEPLOYED WELL OVER 200 FBI. 

AND ATF INVESTIGATORS -- WO NG TOGETHER WITH A LIKE NUMBER OF 

STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES - ALL OVER THE REGION, MAKING THIS THE 

SINGLE LARGEST CURRENT CIVIL GHTS INVESTIGATION AND ONE OF THE 

LARGEST FEDERAL CRIMINAL INV STIGATIONS OF ANY KIND. 

OUR OBJECTIVE 'IS TO FIND ND PROSECUTE THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR 

EACH ONE OF THESE FIRES, TO DE ERMINE WHETHER THEY ARE MOTIVATED 

BY RACIAL OR RELIGIOUS HOSTILI Y, AND TO DETERMINE WHETHER THERE 

IS ANY LINK BETWEEN SOME OR L OF THE INCIDENTS. WE ARE MOBILIZED 
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AND WE ARE DETERMINED TO GET TO THE BOTTOM· OF THIS AND THAT IS 


EXACTLY WHAT WE INTEND TO DO. 

IN AN INVESTIGATION OF TH S SIZE AND'SCOPE, COORDINATION 

AMONG FEDERAL AGENCIES AND B TWEEN STATE AND FEDERAL LAW 

ENFORCEMENT IS ESSENTIAL: IN 0 ER TO BRING TO BEAR ALL NECESSARY 

INVESTIGATIVE AND PROSECUTIVE RESOURCES FROM WHATEVER 

APPROPRIATE SOURCE WHEN AN I CIDENT OCCURS, LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AGENCIES, WHETHER FEDERAL, ST TE OR LOCAL, MUST COOPERATE 

RATHER THAN COMPETE. 

TO THAT END, THE PRESIDE T HAS FORMED A NATIONAL TASK FORCE 

TO OVERSEE THE CONDUCT OF AL THESE INVESTIGATIONS. SECRETARY 

JOHNSON AND I CO-CHAIR THIS T SK FORCE. SENIOR OFFICIALS OF THE FBI 

AND ATF ALSO PARTICIPATE. TH U.S. ATTORNEYS OFFICES, U.S! MARSHALS 

SERVICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT CO RDINA TING COMMITTEES/VICTIM WITNESS 

COORDINATORS AND THE COMMU ITY RELATIONS SERVICE ALSO 

PARTICIPATE ON THIS TASK FORC 

THE DUTIES OF THE TASK F RCE RANGE FROM EVALUATION OF NEEDS 

AND DEPLOYMENT OF RESOURCE , TO DEVELOPMENT OF AN INTEGRATED 

COMPUTER DATABASE TO ANALY E LEADS, TO OUTREACH AND EDl)CATION 

TO CONGREGATIONS AND COMM NITIES ON SECURITY AND PREVENTION. 

THE NATIONAL TASK FORC TRACKS AND ADVISES ON DEVELOPMENT 

OF SPECIFIC CASES THROUGH A ORKING GROUP SUPERVISED BY A SENIOR 
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EXPERIENCED PROSECUTOR IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION. IN ADDITION, 

THE TASK FORCE HAS ESTABLISHE A NUMBER OF OTHER WORKING GROUPS 

TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF OUTREACH TRAINING AND PREVENTION. THE TASK 
.' 

FORCE REPORTS TO THE PRESIDEN WEEKLY THROUGH THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL AND THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

THE PRIN<:IPAL TASK OF INV TIGATING AND PROSECUTING THESE 

CRIMES WILL BE HANDLED LOCAL Y. MANY U.S. ATIORNEYS HAVE 

ALREADY FORMED LOCAL TASK F RCES WITH STATE AND LOCAL LAW 

ENFORCEMENT. SOUTH CAROLINA IS AN ESPECIALLY GOOD EXAMPLE OF 

THIS. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL H 

SO IMMEDIATELY IF HE OR SHE H 

HAS NOT OCCURRED IN THE JURIS 

INVESTIGATIONS OFTEN DEPEND 0 

BECAUSE EVIDENCE BURNS AND C 

SO, EACH LOCAL TASK FORC 

ENFORCEMENT AND FIRE PROTEC 

S DIRECTED ALL U.S. ATTORNEYS TO DO 

NOT DONE SO ALREADY, EVEN IF A FIRE 

ICTION. SUCCESSFUL ARSON 

RAPID, WELL-COORDINATED RESPONSE 

UES CAN QUICKLY VANISH .. 

WILL INCLUDE STATE AND LOCAL LAW 

ON OFFICIALS, AS WELL AS 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE ATF, FBI, U.S. MARSHALs SERVICE AND, 

WHERE APPROPRIATE, COMMUNIT RELATIONS SERVICE. ONCE FEDERAL 

AUTHORITIES ARE NOTIFIED OF IN IDENTS BY LOCAL FIRE OR POLICE 

DEPARTMENTS, ATF AND FBI WIL BE DISPATCHED TO THE SCENE 

IMMEDIATELY TO ASSIST LOCAL A THORITIES AND COORDINATE ON THE 

SCENE. ATF AND FBI THEN CAN OST EFFECTIVELY ADDRESS THE FORENSIC 

4 




AND INVESTIGATIVE ASPECTS OF E INCIDENT. ON-SCENE COMMANDERS 


WILL DETERMINE WHETHER SPECI IZED MANPOWER OR EQUIPMENT IS 


NEEDED FROM EITHER AGENCY 0 ANY SOURCE. THE LOCAL TASK FORCE 

MEMBERS WILL HAVE ACCESS TO CENTRALIZED NATIONAL COMPUTER 

DATABASE WHICH WILL BLEND T E FBI'S AND ATF'S COMPUTER SYSTEMS TO 

GENERATE LEADS. 

WE WILL ALSO HAVE VICTI /WITNESS SPECIALISTS ON THE SCENE AND 

ON THE TASK FORCE WHO CAN A DRESS CONCERNS OF PEOPLE IN THE 

COMMUNITY ABOUT WHAT THE I VESTIGATION ENTAILS. THIS RESPONDS IN 

PART TO A NUMBER OF CONCERN· EXPRESSED TO US BY MINISTERS AND 

OTHERS WHO HAVE FELT THEY W RE NOT INFORMED ABOUT OR WHO 

SOMETIMES MISUNDERSTOOD TH COURSE OR TECHNIQUES OF THE 

INVESTIGATION. I SHOULD SAY T AT A NUMBER OF CONCERNS HAVE BEEN 

RAISED ABOUT PARTICULAR INV TIGATORS'SENSITIVITIES. WE HAVE MADE 

IT CLEAR THAT WE EXJ;>ECT THES CASES TO BE PURSUED BY EVERYONE 

INVOLVED WITH VIGILANCE AND SPEED, BUT ALSO WITH COMPASSION. 

PEOPLE MUST UNDERSTAND THE ROFOUND SENSE OF SANCTUARY THE 

CHURCH HAS ALWAYS MEANT IN BLACK COMMUNITIES AND THE SPECIAL 

DEVASTATION AND TERROR AN ACK ON A CHURCH CAUSES. SO, WE 

WILL SOON DISTRIBUTE A WRITT N PROTOCOL ON THE CONDUCT OF THE 

INVESTIGATIONS TO OUR AGENT IN THE FIELD. 
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MANY OF YOU, LIKE PEOPLE ALL OVER AMERICA, ARE ASKING 

THEMSELVES AND ASKING US WH T'S CAUSING ALL THIS? RACIAL 

HOSTILITY IS CLEARLY DRIVING M NY OF THESE FIRES, BUT NOT ALL. 

OTHER MOTIVES ARE BEING EXPL RED. OTHER MOTIVES HAVE BEEN 

FOUND. OUR INSTRUCTIONS TO T E INVESTIGATORS AND PROSECUTORS ARE 

TO BE COMPLETE PROFESSIONALS, TO FOLLOW EVERY LEAD TO ITS LOGICAL 

END AND TO FOLLOW THE EVIDEN E WHEREVER IT MAY GO. 

BUT RACE STILL HAS SIGNIFCANCE, IN THE CASES WHERE WE CAN 
I 

PROVE IT WAS A MOTIVATING FAC OR AND IN THE CASES WHERE IT WAS A 

MOTIVATING FACTOR BUT CANNO BE PROVEN. I HAVE BEEN READING 

RECENT COMMENTARY SUGGESTI G THAT THE EMPHASIS ON RACIST 

MOTIVATION IS TOO GREAT. BUT HE FACT·THAT RACE IS NOT MOTIVATING 

ALL OF THE FIRES DOES NOT MEA THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANCE IN THE FACT 

THAT RACE IS MOTIVATING SOME F THE FIRES. IT DOES NOT MEAN THAT 

THE ANXIETIES, AND FRUSTRATIO S, AND MEAN SPIRITEDNESS THAT 

BURDEN AND INFECT SOME OF TH PERPETRATORS AND MANY OF THE 

SUSPECTS DO NOT HAVE ROOTS I THE SCAPEGOATING DIVISIONS AND }~ATE 

THAT WE AS A NATION HAVE ALL WED TO GO ON TOO LONG ALREADY. 

AND WE ALL HAVE TO FACE THE ACT THAT, WHILE WE HAVE MADE 

PROFOUND PROGRESS IN THIS CO NTRY OVER THE LAST 30, 40 AND 50 YEARS 

OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLE, E ATTACKS ON BLACK CHURCHES, LIKE 

THE ATTACKS ON SYNAGOGUES, AVE A HISTORICAL RESONANCE. 

6 



MANY HAVE RAISED QUESTI 

ROLE I CONSIDER THAT QUESTION 

INVESTIGATIONS ARE STILL OPEN. 

LEGAL QUESTION BEYOND THE FA 

THAT ANGLE IN MANY OF THESE C 

CLEAR THAT SOME IN SMALL NUM 

AN OPEN QUESTION WHETHER THE 

. INDIVIDUALS, RESPONSIBLE FOR D 

BUT AS A CITIZEN, AS ONE 

AMERICAN HISTORY, AND AS ONE 

NS OF CONSPIRACY. IN MY OFFICIAL 

LEGAL ONE. BECAUSE SO MANY OF THE 

HERE IS LITTLE WE CAN SAY ABOUT THE 

T THAT WE ARE ACTIVELY EXPLORING 

SES. AMONG THOSE SOLVED. IT IS 

ERS ARE CONNECTED. THERE STILL IS 

IS A GROUP OR GROUPS. OR 

VISING A LARGER CRIMINAL PLAN. 

0 KNOWS AND DEEPLY RESPECTS 

0 APPRECIATES THE POWER OF WORDS, 

I COME TO THE QUESTION OF CON PIRACY A LITT~EDIFFERENTLY. THIS IS 

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL MULTI-RA 

HUMAN HISTORY. AND YET -- BY 

BECOME THE NATION OF FULL OP 

CONSISTENT FAIR PLAY THAT WE 

. 
THAT IS NOT AN INDICTMENT OF 

CHALLENGE, ULTIMATELY A CHA 

AND THAT IS WHY CIVIL RIG 

STRUGGLE FOR THE AMERICAN CO 

THAT STRUGGLE. THAT STRUGGL 

IAL, MULTI-CULTURAL SOCIETY IN 

UR OWN MEASURE, WE HAVE NOT YET 

RTUNITY, GENUINE EQUALITY AND 

AVE DEDICATED OURSELVES TO BECOME . 

E COUNTRY I LOVE. THAT IS A 

ENGE OF CITIZENSHIP. 

TS TODAY IS, AS IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN, A 

SCIENCE. AND WE ALL HAVE A STAKE IN 
\ 

IS· STILL ABOUT THE PERENNIAL 

AMERICAN CHALLENGE TO REACH OUT TO ONE ANOTHER -- ACROSS THE 


ARBITRARY AND ARTIFICIAL B ER OF RACE, ACROSS GENDER, ACROSS 
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Mr. Chainnan, Senator Biden, and members of the Committee, thank you for the 

'opportunity to discuss the federal gove ent's efforts to address a growing problem of 

arson attacks on African American church s, primarily in the Southeast. 

This is an imp'ortant and timely he ring. It reflects the joint view ofpolicy makers, 

within the Administration and Congress, t do all we can to prevent these attacks and 

prosecute those responsible. Indeed, the resident and Congress are taking aggressive steps 

to bring to bear all necessary federal reso rces to address this problem. 

We thank the Committee for spe ing with one voice on this issue, and in helping to 

bring these terrible incidents to national a ention. We hope that this hearing will further our 

mutual aims of enforcing our civil rights nd other laws, protecting our people, promoting 

tolerance, and bringing wrongdoers to jus ice. 

For our part, as co-chairs of the hurch Fires Task Force, let us restate our 

undivided commitment to fighting these c urch arsons. Our testimony today will provide the 

Committee with the current status of the oordinated church fires investigations, describe our 



efforts to reach those congregations alrea 

measures that are being pursued to better 
.' 

appropriately highlight fIres at African 

of worship is deplorable, no matter the s 

of the church, temple, or mosque involve 
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victimized by fIres with help, and outline 

eter future attacks. While these hearings 

erican churches, we believe that burning a house 

color of the congregation, or the.denomination 

As to the investigations, federal ag nts have responded to 145 suspicious fIres or acts 

of desecration since January 1, 1995. Of ose, 73 were at African American churches, with 

the large majority of these in the Southeas em states. 

Arrests have been made in a nwn r of the southern church fIres, including the Mt. 

Zion AME Church, Greeleyville, SC; the acedonia Baptist Church, Manning, SC; St. John 

Baptist Church, Lexington County, SC; New Liberty Baptist Church, Tyler, AL; the El 

Bethel Church, Satartia, MS; the Matthew Murkland Church, Charlotte, NC; and the First 

Missionary Baptist Church, Enid, OK. Ju t last week, arrests were made in connection with 

, 	the fIres at Mt. Tabor Baptist Church, Ce 0 Gordo, NC; the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in 

Lumberton, NC; the. Life Christian Asse ly Church in North Charleston, SC; and the 

Peterson Chapel Primitive Baptist Church Scott County, VA. In addition, three people 

have been convicted on federal conspiracy charges in the case of two churches in Maury 

County, Tennessee (Friendship Missiona Baptist and Canaan AME Church>'. 



These cases are being made throug 
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the joint work of federal, state, and local 

authorities. For .example~ the two individ als charged in the Mt. Zion and Macedonia case 

were arrested by South Carolina Law Em rcement Division officers, with the assistance of 

Federal officials. . 

Within the federal government, in stigative work is being performed by the Bureau 

of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) nd Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), working 

under the guidance of the Church Fires T sk Force formed at the direction of the President. 

As noted, we co-chair this task force, and FBI Director Louis Freeh and ATF Director John 

Magaw are members. Representatives of e United States Attorneys Offices, the U.S. 

, Ma~hals Service, Law Enforcement Coor inating Committee/Victim-Witness Coordinators 

and the Community Relations Service of 

purpose of the National Task Force is to 

prosecution of cases arising out of attacks 

actions the government can take to stop th 

e Department of Justice also participate. The 

ordinate all aspects of the investigation and 

n houses ofworship. and to recommend other 

rash of fires. The Task Force has established, a 

number of working groups to address issu s of outreach, training, and press. The task force 

will report weekly' to the President throug Secretary of the Treasury' Robert Rubin and . 

Attorney General Janet Reno. 

Working under the Task Force, A F and the FBI are responding to all violent acts 

directed at houses of worship, including a sons, since they constitute an assault on a basic 

tenet of American democracy -- religious reedom. Their authority to do so arises under 
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several federal statutes including the Anti- son Act of 1982 (which makes it a federal crime 

to use fire to destroy property involved in interstate commerce), 18 U.S.C. §§ 241,247, and 

248(a)(3) (which make it a federal crime t desecrate religious property or a house of 

worship or to conspire to deprive people 0 civil rights). ATF is responsible for 

investigating suspicious fires that fall unde the Anti-Arson Act. The FBI is responsible for 

inves,tigating civil rights violations. 

These federal authorities are most ften notified of incidents by local fire or police 

departments. Once one of these federal b reaus is notified of a suspicious fire, it ensures 

that the other bureau, as well as the Natio al Chu,rch Arson Task Force, is immediately 

notified. ATF and FBI then coordinate w th local authorities on the scene. 

With well over 200 FBI ,and ATF . vestigators -- working together with state and 

local authorities -- this is one of the larges federal criminal investigations of any kind, one 

of the largest arson investigations in histo ,and the largest current civil rights investigation. 

Moreover, because these cases are of nati nal significance, federal prosecutive efforts 

undertaken by individual United States A rneys will also be augmented by attorneys from 

the Civil Rights Division, in close coord' tion with A TF, FBI and state and local law 

enforcement. 

The Task Force, will ensure that th se conducting the investigations will continue to 

pursue these investigations with vigilance, detennination, dispatch, and sensitivity to the 
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needs of the victims. Within a week of b ·ng formed, the Task Force met with FBI and 

ATF Special Agents in Charge (SACs) an with United States Attorneys from the South to 

emphasize this critical directive. We have assured concerned organizations that balancing the 

need for comprehensive investigations wi the equally important requisite of sensitivity is 

uppermost in our minds. 

In addition, many United States Att rneys already have formed local task forces to 

deal· with fires in their districts. Local tas forces in Tennessee and South Carolina are 

working well. The Attorney General has ow directed every U. S. Attorney to form a task 

force if he or she has not done so already. Each local task force is to include state and local 

law enforcement and fire protection officia s, as well as representatives from the ATF, FBI, 

U.S. Marshals Service and, where appropr ate, the conciliators and mediators of the 

CommunitY Relations Service. Victim-wit ess coordinators also will be made a part of this 

team. 

These particular task forces are abl to draw upon a history of coordinated federal, 

state, and local efforts in the investigation farson cnmes. In fact, working with state and 

local authorities, the federal government h s solved and successfully prosecuted a number of 

church arsons and desecrations. There hav been arrests in 83 of the incidents reported since 

1990. 
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Thus, while these crimes are diffic It to solve, given the destruction of forensic 

evidence by the fires and the remote locaf n of the churches, the federal government 

remains committed to solving and prosecu ing all of them. As Treasury Secretary Rubin 

stated, "we will not be satisfied until 100 rcent of the arson cases are solved, and the 

perpetrators brought to justice. Whatever't takes, however long, and whomever is 

responsible. " 

We support and actively participate in outreach efforts in the affected communities. 

We know from our own personal experien es that the African American church· is the 

cornerstone of the community, and that th fires strike at its very heart. As Attorney 

General Reno recently said, "the church is often more than just the place the community 

worships. It is the spiritual center of the mmunity. To destroy a church is to chip away at 

the community." We recognize that these ases demand the highest priority by federal law 

·enforcement, as well as a close relationshi, with local law enforcement and local citizens. 

Thus, in April, the FBI hosted a hate crim s conference in Birmingham, Alabama 

specifically focusing on church arsons and esecrations in the South. Representatives from 

ATF, U.S. Attorneys Offices and the Civi Rights Division attended. Moreover, FBI and 

ATF SACs, and United States Attorneys h ve been meeting periodically with church 

representatives and members of the comm nity to keep them apprised of federal efforts. The 

National Task Force is working to increas these outreach efforts. 
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Attorney General Reno and Secre Rubin have instructed us to remain in close 

contact with the affected communities, an we are doing so. We will continue to meet and 

speak regularly with high level representa ives from organizations like the National Council 

of Churches, the NAACP, the Southern istian Leadership Conference, and the 

Congressional Black Caucus. We have b th traveled to the South to meet with church and 

community members and to view personal y the devastation these arsons have wrought. 

With the foregoing measures as a ackdrop, let us paint a picture of where our efforts 

are going from here. 

First, as noted, the Task Force is orking tirelessly to coordinate the investigation, 

prosecution, safeguarding, and rebuilding f houses of worship. 

Second, the federal government ha established a toll-free tip line for citizens to 

report information on these fires. We hav already received over 975 calls through that 

service. That toll free number is 1-888-A F-FIRE. Both ATF and FBI are offering rewards 

for information in a number of arson case . 

Third, the federal government has egun an effort to help prevent these crimes from 

occurring in the first place. This effort is ing coordinated by the Federal Emergency 

Management Administration, and includes the work of the FEMA, ATF, the FBI, the United 

States Marshals Service, and the Departm nt of Housing and Urban Development. As part 
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of this preventative effort, ATF has prepar d a Church Threat Assessment Guide which it 

has begun to distribute throughout its divis onal offices and through church groups. This 

Guide will help churches, especially rural nes, take steps to protect themselves from 

criminal arsonists and vandals. In addition, the U.S. Marshals Service will be involved in 

conducting risk assessments of churches th t may be particularly vulnerable. 

As part of the Administration's co itment, we strongly support legislative efforts 

that will further strengthen investigative an prosecutive means: In this regard, the 

Administration supports the provisions of e Faircloth-Kennedy bill, which would enhance 

the ability of federal prosecutors to prosec te attacks on houses of worship. We would like 

to take this opportunity, on behalf of the ministration, to thank the sponsors of the bill, as 

well as the Chairman, ranking member, an· other members of this Committee, for pursuing 

it so expeditiously. 

The language in Faircloth-Kennedy ill significantly improve 18 U.S.C. § 247 as a 

tool to combat the deliberate arsons o~ des crations of houses of worship, particularly where 

the perpetrators act with raCial motivation. An additional discussion of the bill is attached in 

an Appendix to this statement. 

Finally, a note concerning our test" ony today. As the Committee is aware, 

information relative to ongoing criminal in estigations may not be publicly released before 

the investigation is concluded. We, as law enforcement officers, must adhere to this 
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important requirement.- Thus, we must be 

questions. As these cases move forward, 

able to provide more information relevant 

the federal government is absolutely co 

fires, and to establishing the motive behin 

detetmine if they are motivated by racial 

between some or all of. them. 
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ircumspect in some of our answers to your 

d the perpetrators are brought totrial, we w~ll be 

0 these investigations. But let us assure you that 

itted to. determining the cause of each one of these 

them. We are exploring all leads in· an effort to 

tred or hostility and whether there is any link 

Let us note again that the President and Congress have worked together in recent . 

weeks to focus national attention on churc arsons. The President's ecumenical breakfast 

yesterday, his recent weekly radio address his trip to the site of a re1:5uilt African American· 

church in Greeleyville, South Carolina, an his meeting last week with Southern Governors 

to share information- on federal efforts and to collaborate on _ideas for prevention, 
I 

prosecuting, and rebuilding are some of th visible demonstrations of the President's 

- commitment. Meanwhile, Congress has en steps to help ensure that our investigators and 

prosecutors have, additional tools and reso rces. We must continue on this unified approach. 

As the. President stated in his radio addres.: "We must rise -up as a national community to 

safeguard the right of every 'Citizen to wor hip in safety. That is what-Am~rica stands for." 
)".. , . . 

With the assistance and leadership of this ommittee, and the commitment of all the 


American people, we cannot fail. 


.' 




APPENDIX TO HE JOINT STATEMENT 
OF JAMES E. JOHNS N AND DEVALL. PATRICK 

27, 1996 

The language in the Faircloth-Ke edy bill will significantly improve 18 U.S.C. § 

247 as a tool to combat the deliberate ars or desecrations of houses of worship. 

particularly where the perpetrators act wi racial motivation. 

First. it will modify the present la' ge in 18 U.S.C. § 247(b) that limits its 

applicability to cases in which the defend t. in burning or otherwise attacking a house of 

worship. must have moved in interstate co erce or used an instrumentality of interstate 

commerce in interstate commerce. This I nguage. focusing as it does on the movement of 

the defendant, has rendered Section 247 r atively useless in addressing attacks' on churches. 

The new language of Faircloth-Kennedy, Quiring proof that the offense "is in or affects 

interstate or foreign commerce." focuses 0 the effects of the offense on interstate 

commerce, in terms similar to existing Ian age in 18 U.S.C. § 844(i). 

This is an appropriate change in th language of Section 247 that is tied to Congress' 

exercise of its authority to regulate inters e commerce. In our view, the activity of 

churches and other religious organizations ffects interstate commerce in many ways. For 

example, churches and other religious org nizations may contribute large sums of money to 

charitable and educational efforts that fund activities in other states. They also purchase 

goods and services that flow in interstate c mmerce, both to support the buildings themselves 

and many community activities. Those reI gious organizations that run educational and 
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ch:l,ritable entities also pay significant amo nts of money each year in salaries and benefits to 

and for their employees, and many church s and other religious organizations often advertise 

and hire 'employees nationwide. The des ction of churches not only affects all of these 

activities, but also in all likelihood inhibi the interstate travel many churches organize for 

their parishioners and members. 

Given that the amendment to Secti n 247 requires the ~overnnient to establish in each 

prosecution brought under subsection (a) ether that the offense was committed "in" interstate 

commerce or that the offense "affects" in rstate commerce, the amendment is well within 

Congress' power under the Commerce Cia se. 

In addition, Faircloth-Kennedyer inates the existing language in 18 U.S.c. § 247 

that limits the statute to cases in which the attack caused at least $10,000 in property 

damage. In our view, requiring a dollar inimum on damage is inconsistent with the intent 

of the statute, which is to punish attacks 0 houses of worship. Firing a gun into a church or 

synagogue, or spraypainting racial or relig us. epithets on churches or synagogues, conveys a 
\ 

threatening and intolerable message, but m y not cause $10,000 in actual property damage. 

The minor dollar cost of the damage. does ot lessen the threat, and therefore should not be a 

barrier to prosecution. Eliminating the dol ar minimum is a v~ry positive step to improving 

18 U.S.C. § 247 as an enforcement tool. 



had authority under Section 2 of the ~e 

discrimination. 

Congress' has used its authority to e 
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nth Amendment to reach private acts of racial 

orce the guarantees of the Thirteenth 

Amendment and to eliminate the "badges a d incidents" of slavery in more recent years as 
. 1 

well. Some of the civil and even criminal (see 42· U.S.C. § 3631) provisions of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1968 that prohibit private ac 

to Congress's authority to enforce the . 

F.2d 205,214 (4th Cir.), cert. denied, 40 

F.2d 819 (8th Cir.), cert. denied, 419 U.S 

, Legislation enacted pursuant to the 

that are taken because of bias directed at 

Khazraii, 481 U.S. 604 (1987), and Shaar 

(1987), the Supreme Court concluded that 

of housing· discrimination were enacted pursuant 

eenth Amendment. United States v. Hunter, 459 

U.S. 934 (1972); Williams v. Matthews Co., 499 

1021 (1974). 

. rteenth Amendment is not limited to actions 

rican Americans. In Saint Francis College v. AI-

Tefila Con re ation v. Cobb, 481 U.S. 615 . 

ased on the mid-1860s understanding of "white" 

persons, both ethnic minorities and Jews w re protected by legislation passed pursuant to the 

Thirteenth Amendment, including 42 U.S. . § 1982. Therefore, Congress will, when 

enacting new subsection (c), reach attacks ot only on churches owned by African 

Americans, but churches owned or used by other minority groups, and synagogues as well. 

Subsection (c) also has a significant prosecutorial advantage. While prosecutions 

pursuant to subsection (a) would still requi e proof that the church that was attacked had an 
\ 
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effect on interstate commerce, prosecutio 

require such proof. That is because, whil 

to regulate interstate commerce, subsectio 

implement the Thirteenth Amendment, an 

required. The prosecution is fully focuse 

synagogue and whether that attack was m 
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brought pursuant to subsection (c) would not 


subsection (a) is an exercise of Congress' power 


(c) is supported fully by Congress' power to 

no showing of an effect on interstate commerce is . 

, as it should be, o.n the attack on the church or 

ivated by racial or ethnic bias. 
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, "IAtaCajunJJam;e Hall, 

Race No Longer Rules 


By BAR~Y MEIER 

BREAUX BRIDGE, La. - At a 
club here named La Poussiere on a 
recent Saturday night; an all-white 
crowd danced to a rhythmic Cajun 
tw\)ostep, It is a ritual tinged with 
racial overtones that is found in 

. small clubs throughout the southern 
part of this state, where .a fusion of 
French and English is .the dialect. 

But many in the crowd at La Pous· 

siere, which means "the dust," as in 

die ,dust raised by dancers, have 

more than music on their. minds, 

Last month the club's owners settled 

a Federal discrimination lawsuit by 

acknowledging that they had .barred 

blacks from the dance hall and 

agreeing to open it ·to aiL Though 

'blacks living In this region are stiU 

unlikely to frequent the club, some 

regulars here find even the prospect 

of Integrated dances dismaying, 


"All the coloreds got their own 
clubs, and the whites got their own 
clubs," said Archie Brasher, are· 
tired truck driver who has attended 
many dances at the club with his 
wife. "And the coloreds don't dance 
the way the whites do," 

In.this part of Louisiana, known as 
Acadiana, the white Cajuns have 
lived for centuries beside the black 
Creoles, separated by both economic 
and social fault lines, including mu· 
sic and dance, \'Jow those longstand
ing divisions are coming under at· 
tack, not so much by local residents 
as by blacks from other parts' cif the 
country who are being drawn here as 
tourists or to live, . 
,. Those visitors and newcomers are 
finding a land of rich traditions but 
one whose rules and conventions are 
not spelled out in guidebooks, While 
whites look upon clubs that feature 
Cajun muslcas their domain, blacks 
patronize dance halls that offer the 
more syncopated style of regional 
music known as zydeco, Bars also 
generally divide along racial lines, 

. Although white tourists are welcome 
in many black bars and da~.ce halls, 
black vtsill,lrs' .~, ,:;ome white estab
lishmen, can ellcounter hostility or 
can simply be turned av.ay, 

"There are parallel worlds that 
exist here," said Barry Ancelet, a 
professor of French and folklore at 
the Vni\'ersity of Southern Louisiana 
in Lafayette, the region's main city, 

Some tourists have found those 

\'diff~ie~ces stiocking~ Two years ago, " .' 
Zaldwaynaka Scott, a black Federal .' 
prosecutor from Chicago, was tour· 
ing the area with two. white col· 
leagues, spending a few days as most 

. visitors do, eating gumbo and cray· 
fish and listening to music, Ms, Scott 
said thai' when she approached La 
Poussiere,which has been in opera· 

-tion for more than 30 years, she was 
turned away by an employee who.. . 
said a private party was under way, 

,Helene Greenwald, one of Ms. 
Scott's companions, said she' con· 
fronted the same employee after na
ticing several white patrons pay to .. 
enter the club· and was told that Ms. 
Scott had been barred because of her 
race, Ms, Greenwald, a civil rights 
prosecutcr, then got in touch with 
Justice Department officials, An In· 
vestigation by the. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, which sent agents of 
different races to the club, confirmed 
the discriminatory practices, 
. "It's like a land that time forgot," 

Ms, Scott said. .' 
Unc;ler the Federal Civil Rights Act 

of 1964, restaurants, hotels, bars and 
other places .of public accommoda
tion cannot discriminate against cus' 
t(lmers because of race, color, reU· . 
gion or national origin, BUSiness 
owners who violate the statute must 
often attend special classes about its 

. requirements and face contempt 
proceedings if they fail to change 
their business practices, 

A finanCial settlement in a sepa· 
rate, private lawsuit 'filed 'by Ms. 
Scott and her colleagues against La 
Poussiere is being negotiated, said 
Robert B. McDuff, a lawyer in Jack· 
son, Miss" who represents them. 

There is little question that race 
relations in an area where doctors 
three decades ago had separate wait- . 
ing areas for whites and blacks have 
improved over time, Today, blacks 
eat in restaurants and go to clubs 
once closed to 'them, and young pe0
ple of aU' races mix far more easily 
than their elders, 

Even at La Poussiere here on the 
outskirts of Breaux (pronounced 
Broh) Bridge, whites and blacks 
have mingled each Wednesday night 
to play bingo. But a racial barrier 

. was in place by Saturdays when cou· 
pies gathered to dance, 

Several blacks who live in the area 
said that they preferred to go to 

zydeco Clubs, But Mr,' Ancelet, the 
professor of folklore, said some 
whites had also strained to exclude 
bl.acks Crom Cajun clubs because in· 
tegrated dancing and the touching it 

;. "involves remains a taboo here. 
"It is these' very tightly dOlled 

, Saturday night ritii.al dances that are 
. the problem," said Mr. Ancelet, who 

is white, 
Dancing is only one of the pOtential 

racial flash pOints, however. in an 
area where the Ku Klux Klan holds 
daytime rallies and broadcasts a 
weekly show called "The Klan .in 
Akadiana" on local public access 
.television. During the show, mem
bers of the group, some of them 
masked, sit around a table with 
weapOns exposed .and urge vie':''!rs 
to be prepared for pOssible racial 
unrest, said Janice Hebert, an assist· 
ant Federal prosecutor in Lafayette, 

"It's chilling to change the channel 
and see that in your living room," . 
Ms. Hebert said, "Hooded people sit
ting around making offensive racial 
comments." 

After a protest last year by the' 
National Association for the Ad· 
vancement of Colored People, state 
prosecutors brought charges against 
some People involved with the show 
under an obscure statute that bans 
the public wearing of masks except 
on limited occasions like Halloween 

, and Mardi Gras: 
On Feb. 15, the same day the set· 

, . tlement .involving La ·Poussiere was 
reached, tlie owner of a bar in Brous
sard, a town near here. resolved a 
separate.Federal.civil rights lawsuit, 
acknowledging that he had discrimi
nated against blacks, And last year a 
black tourist was nOI allowed to par
ticipate'in Mardi Gras activi!ies in 
another area lown, though officials 
there insist the incident was not ra, 
ciaI. Blacks living in this area said 
they had learned to navigate around 
racial problems by simply not pa
tronizing establishments where it is 
known they are not welcome, 

"I'm trained to avoid this prob
lem," said Ethel Peters, a local weI· 
fare office supervisor, "It's our life 
.stvle," . 
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THE WALL ST 
ing Need 

lack-Chtirch'Arsons' 
Win Donor Millions
Now, How to Spend It? 

National Council of Churches 
Wants to Raise Roofs' 

. And Racial ConsciousnesS' 

Recalling aRed Cross Debacle 

By MONICA LANGLEY· 
Slaff RepoTle' of TI;r. W ALL STR~:"T JOURNAL 

The National COuncil of Churches has 
long prided itself on what it sees as its 
progTessive activism. Yet a little more 
than a year ago, the 46-year-old organiza
tion was struggling to raise money to fund 
ambitious progTams designed to combat 
racism. Even after soliciting funds among 
normally sympathetic charitable founda
tions, it found virtually no donors. 

In recent weeks, the NCC has managed
I. to raise nearly $9 million in a major fund 
, drive. and contributions continue to pour 
. in at about SI00.000 a day. Tensor thou' 

sands of would·be donors. from huge co·r· 
poraiions to school children. have either 
given money or phoned an NCC charity 
hotline. . 

The cause; the recent rash of black
. church burnings. notably in the South. By 

couching the burnings as a "national di

saster" orchestrated by "organized white

supremacist groups." and by buying pro

vocative full-page advertisements in four 

major U.S. newspapers. the NCC has 

raised more money more quickly than it 

has·for any previous causE'. 


Ostensiblv; ttie funds are being col- . 
lected to rebuild ,the churches, about 40 

. of which have been destroyed in what some 
. authorities believe are racially motivated 

arsons. ':This is every church in 

America." reads the caption over a picture 

of a burning church in the NCC ad. "Yes. I 

want to stand up against racism and help 

rebuild the burned churches." 


Other 
scores of I 

donors to s 

or, donatin 


. same cause 

NCC funds 


eeds. put the total available' 
e churches at more than $18 

million. Fo about 18.5 million, the NCC 
estimates. every church can be rebuilt. 
and upgra ed with amenities such as 

.~ay-care c nteri and recre?tion rooms! 
So the CC finds itself with a windfall . 

. that It no says.it will use to. fund . 
the "racial justice" programs it had little 
luck in rai ing money for previously. At 
least $3.5 Hllon is earmarked for what 
Mac Chari s Jones, a NCC offiCial, calls . 
"program dvocacy" -seminars and other 
forums th t will not only address racism 
but matte of "economic justice" and 
"interlocki g oppressions from gender to 
homophob' ." To carry this out. Mr. Jones 
imagines, mong other things. three-day 
seminars i perhaps 50 cities, overseen by 
an NCC " nfrastructure" of newly hired 
staff and nsultants. . 

"I don t want to frighten folks .•. 
but we ne da serious staffing program to 
do more t an dream," he says. "It's not 
just a dep rtment':"it's a movement." 

Charltab e Impulses 
A clos look at the NCC's burned

churches ampaign provides interesting-' 
and. for ome in the charity bUSiness, 
troubling - insights about how charity 
works in merica. On one level it confirms 
the peren ial generosity of Americans in 
opening their pocketbooks to· worthy 
causes 0 those in need. But it also 

, highlight what some fund-raisers call the 
','cause of the moment" phenomenon - the 
tendency of donors to heap money on 
causes i the news without regard to the 

. amount tually needed. 
"Res nding to emergencies Is a 

deeply i grained American response," 
explains Elizabeth Boris, director of the 

.Aspen I stitilte's. Nonprofit Sector Re: 
. search F nd. "When there's a hurricane or 

disaster, people are moved to giv~ many 
times' m re than they would for routine 
appeals. ' 

More ver. such high-profile solicita
tions als raise questions about the accu
racy of und-raising pitches, how candid 
rund-rai ers should be about their goals.. 
and how much latitude they should have.\o 
spend r nds on other than stated causes. 
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ational organizations and 
al groups have been asking 
nd up as well, raising money 
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Those contributions, with the 
nd an estimated $3 million in 

DATE: ~91 91c 
PAGE: A} 

The NCC's view is that it made it 
clear "from the bfginning'~ that it not only 
wanted to help rebuild the churches but "to 

· combat ttie underlying causes," Mr. Jones 
· sayS. The organization points to its full
page ads which. while never explicitly 
discussing funding of antiracism or anti
discrimination programs, call upon poten
tial donors "to restore the damaged 
churches and to challenge raCism through

, out the cl)untry." Thus, while the NCC 
doesn't want to appear that it is "using 
folks' patn to do something else, we don't 
just need buildings," Mr. Jones adds. "We 
. " need to find. creative solutions to 
rebuiJd communitiE's."· 

Fair Disclosure? 
Yet some wonder whether the NCC's 

pitch itself might be too creative, partiCU
larly the assertion that the church fires are 
part of a national racist conspiracy. About 
60 :-hurches, most oC them hOUSing .black 
congregations, have indeed burned since 
January 1995. But law enforcement offi
cials have eliminated more than a dozen of 
those after determining they had nothing 
to do with racism. Of the rest. virtually all 

·	have been ascribed to individuals or hate 
groups acting alone: there is no credible 



.-, 

evidence of a coordinated widespread conspiracy by white-su
premacist or other racist groups. . _ 

Thus, while the fires are a tragedy and cause for concern 
"the NCe is pushing the church-arson story to justify its thesi~ 
that Amer!ca is on the verge of a race war," says Diane Knip· 
pers, preSident of the Institute for Religion and Democracy, a 
conservative Christian think tank. '. 

,·Replies Albert Pennybacker, the NCC's associate general sec
-retary, "Thisisn't a power play." ' 

Some donors, too, are taken aback when they learn that the 
money they COllected, inmany'cases from parishioners, may be 
used for plans other than rebuilding. ChristChurch, a 600-mem

_ ber white congregation in Summit, N.J., sent 52,000 to the Na
. tionaI Council of Churches. "Our intent was 'very simple-re

building," says the Rev. Charles T; Rush, its senior pastor. "We 
. were led to believe these funds would be passed through directly 

to the churches. If we had been asked to contribute to programs 

on raCism, we wouldn't have raised much money to tell us what 

we already know." " 


" Pendleton Christian Church,a white congregation in Pendle
to~, Ind., se~t 5108.04 ~o the,NCC fro~a collection it took up from 
children dunng vacation Bible school in mid·June. Anne Weed, 
Bible school director, told the children about the "trials" experi
enced by black churches with the burnings, and compared them 
-t~ "God's Brave People," the week's theme in learning about 
Bible figures. Mrs. Weed can't speak to trle children's motives 
but told them their money would help a church build a "new roof 
or get new pews." 

EYEN SOME LARGE DONORS' have qualms. One, the pres
- tlglOus Ford Founda~ion, h~ quietly put restrictions on the 

use of some 5600,000 It has glvento the NCC fund, requiring 
that all but S100,OOO go to brick·and-mortar projects. Ford, 


which makes it clear that it agrees in principle with the NCC's 

goals, says it would be "nexible" on the use of more of the money 

on programming once all the churches are rebuilt. 


Such concerns certainly have precedent. Following the San 

Francisco area earthquake in 1989, for example, the American 

Red Cross received $52:5 million to aid victims in northern Cali

fornia. The organization initially spent only $12.5 million in the 

Bay.rea, and planned to use the remaining $40 million for a pro

gram to aid earthquake victims in general. But the Red Cross 


- backed down and pledged to spend all the money in the region af- 
ter:the plans werf denounced as a "double cross" by citizens and 
public offiCials alike. 

:'A nonprofit can't play loosely with how it spends [the[ 

money," says the Aspen Institute's Ms. Boris. "If the purpose is 

hmlted, there must be strict construction of th~ purpose. If you're 

going to use the money more broadly, you'd better make your ap

peal more broadly. It's a matter of accountability and honesty." 


The NCC's search for funds began more ,than a year ago, 
when its board voted to "enhance the churches' witness to racial 
justice in public life," The council represents 33 denominations 
with 51 million members. including seven historically black de- ' 
nominations. In the past, a sizable chunk of its 550 million to S60 
million annual budget has gone to its Church World Service unit, 
which aids victims of natural and political disasters world-wide 
and helps,in refugee rese\t1ements. , 
_ But ever since the ]992 Los Angeles riots, Joan Campbell, the, , 
NCC's general secretary. had wanted to undertake programs to 
deal with the deterioration in U.S. race relations. Last year. the 
NCC submitted at least three "racial justice" proposals seeking' 
51.9 million in funding'from nonprofit groups including the Ford 

Foundation. Ford and others turned the proposals down. 


"We were getting no attention and no money," Mrs. Camp

bell laments. 


To beef up its efforts. the NCCin late 1995 hired Mr. Jones, a 

black Kansas City. Mo:. minister known for his human-rights 


actiVIties and progressive 
work with gangs. Within three 
months of taking on the NCC 
assignment, Mr. Jones alerted 
the council to the burning of 
black churches as a potential 
epidemic worthy of the 
group's attention. 

At Mr. Jones's urging, the 
NCC, along with the Center for 
Democratic Renewal, an Int:\e
pendent watchdog group tnat 
monitors hate groups, visited 
destroyed and damaged 
churches in Tennessee, Al
abama, Mississippi, Georgia, 
Louisiana and South Carolina. 
The two organizations -put to
gether a report and scheduled 
a jOint news conference at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Center 
in Atlanta in March. 

"No one came," recaUs Rod
ney Page, NCC deputy general 
secret,ary , referring to the low 
attendance. Throughout the 
spring, as church burnings con

_tinued, "We kept issuing press ' 
,releases and talking \0 _the 
black ministers, but we had a 
very difficult time," Mr. Page 
says. "We were hitting dead 
end after dead end." 

Then Mrs. campbell got 

The NCC is 
-, .wasting no time 

( 

in formulating 
its own new 

programs. 
Subjects to be 

addressed, Mr. 
Jones reels off, 

Include "race and 
power, assaillt, 

redlining, 
,interracial 

cQuples, 
,domination." 

into the act. The year before, she had led a delegation of minis· 
ters to the WhiteHouse to encourage President Clinton to resist 
proposed welfare cutbacks. Now she used those administration 
co~tacts to arrange a meeting'for two black ministers with Mr. 
Chnt~n-who, on meeting the ministers, promptly strayed from 
for hiS regular Saturday radio address to focus on the church 
burnings. In the June 8 address, he praised the Nce for its work, 
proposed a new federal task force to investigate the arsons, and 
Implored AmerICans- to "roll up their sleeves and help the folks 
rebuild their churches." 

Others by now had also publicly raised the burned~church is
sue,notably Morris Dees of the Southern Poverty Law Center. 
Mr. Dees, had filed sui~ on behalf of a South Carolina 'congrega
tIOn ~Ileglng t~at a white-supremacist group was responsible for 
burning down ItS church.' ' 

B
UT WITH MR. CLINTON also weighing in, "suddenly our 
Issue caught fire," Mr. Page says. "That radio address 
was our turning point." Adds the NCC's Mr. Pennybacker 
"The bo~tom line is that the religious community, led by 

the NCC. put thiS on the national screen." 
Seiz!ng the mom~nt, the NCC new 38 pastors to Washington, 

B.C. AnlOng them was Harry Baldwin, whose Gay's Hill Baptist 
Church in southeastern Georgia was destroyed by fire. At the 
tinY wood church, loc~ted.in a secluded spot off a dirt road, the 
Side door was broken Into, fuel spread across the carpet and ig
nited. A nearby farmer called authorities at 4 a.m., but the 
church was ashes by the time firefighters arrived. 

At dinner that night in Washington with the other ministers 
"I realized I wasn't alone," Mr. Baldwin says. . 

On Monday afternoon, June 10, at a Washington news confer· 
ence, the NCC, with the ministers prese.nt, produced a revised 
and updated study by the Center for Democratic Renewal to doc· 
IIment the burnings. Journalists who had ignored the March re
port Jumped on the story. "It was the biggest press thing I was 
ever at." says the NCC's Mr. Page. 

When the news reports of the torchings reached the New York 
headquarters of the Ford Foundation, its president, Susan Berres
ford. recalls. "We went into high gear," After meeting with her 
stafr. she called the ~ec t9 promise help. Then she immediately 
sent a letter to eight othpr -foundations asking them to join her in 
contrlbutmg, Seven of th" ~iP.'ht Signed on within 24 hours, _ 

5'/ 
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f.' Many ~f the'foundations had already been considering donat

~!1lg?n their own. "When Susan caUed .to ask us to be a part," re

calls Peter Goldmark, president of the Rockefeller Foundation 


· "it jus, clicked:.' Walter Annenberg, a former ambassador, say~ 

he qUIckly agreed for the Annenberg Foundation to contribute 

when c~lItacted by P~~itable Trusts. "When Pew said they


· ..... ~-.--
were contributing S200,OOO, I said I Will, too." He says the church 
burnings are "depriving little people of some peace of mind, They
don 'I have much," . :' 

The gifts effectively endorS'ed the NCC's fund as the clearing
house for donatlOns, so that other nonprofits, churches and nu
merous corporations could comfortably commit dollars as well. 

"It's a fund-raiser's delight:~ says William White. president 
of the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, Observes the NCC's Mr. 
Pennybacker. ''The foundations triggered a steamroller effect." 

Individual donors quickly climbed aboard. Dwayne O. An· 
dreas. chairman and chief executive of Archer-Daniels-Midlan 
Co.. had considered making pE'rsonal gifts to black churChes: But I 
after calling his friends Vernon Jordan and Andrew Young. h 
donated to NCC instead. . 

Mr. Young. who years ago worked on the NCC staff, call 
Mrs. Campbell to inquire: "Do you think you could handle S1 mil 
lion?" She assured him she COUld. although she says she ha 
never received a single contribution of that size. The call wit 
Mr. Andreas to solicit S1 milJion "took three minutes-I timed it 
without a single sheet of paper and on the word of two friends,' 
Mrs. Campbell says. Mr. Andreas asked heno "briefly" describ 
what NCC was doing and then said: "You'll get the check tomor 
row," It arrived the nE'xt day via Federal Express. . 

Separately, other groups had begun conducting their own fun 
raising. The conservative Christian Coalition has pledged Sl mil 
lion to help the hurned churches. AmE'riCares. a humanitllri::m .c 
lief organization, is using $2 million raised from two lnonvmou 
donors to.provide the churches with Steinway pianos and prefab 
ricated bUIldings that can temporarily house congregations 
AmeriCares is treating the churches as a national disaster "jus 
as we did to help people after Hurricane Andrew or the f100din 
in the Midwest." says Andrew Hannah, executive vice president 
Once the churches are actually rebuilt. "we are giving the struc 
tures without condition to use as fellowship halls or recreationa 
centers," he adds_ 

I
s ADDITION, L"NIO.s LABORERS and Habitat for Humanit 
volunteers are poised to fan out across the South to do th 
manual labor of rebuilding. Moreover. International Pape 
has pledged enough lumber to rebuild each church. Unive 

sHy cif Florida landscape-architecture students have pledged a I 
the landscaping work. while other donors have pledged BiblE' . 
hymnals and choir robes. The Enterprise Foundation will provid 
S2 milhon in preconstruction loans. as· well as technical assi 
tance to hdp chur.ches meet zoning and building codes. 

The NCC's view is that this outpouring of largesse gives t 
wider latitude in-;pt'nding thp money it has COllected. 

"We're helping them Iblack churches I think in new and lar 
ways." says :'Ilr. Pennybacker. the ~CC offiCial heading up soli 
italion of donations. "We're not talking about putting up t e 
same old shari;. but equipping. them for ministries. that lie ahe d 
to use their facilities as community centers:' Yet, he adds. "V e 
won't erec!.cathedrals in cornfields." 

All the churches will receive "upgrading," !'oir. Pennybacker say ~ 
"Is that a v.indfatr.' Sure, but irs .the decent, caring thing to do." 

For an exuberant Mr. Baldwin this means "they r.r< planni g 
to give us a much beller church," He earns S200 a month as mi 

· ister of Gay's Hill and 59 an hour as a truckdriver at the loe I 
steel mill. The minister. who also.,sing5 gospels at his servic '; 
has his eye on an organ. piano. rlcUms and sound system, whi h 
he hopes would attract more w .•rshtpws. 

· "(would really love to see the church grow so I could be a full· . 
time minister and quit my job at the steel mill,"Mr. BaldWin I 
says. Currently , Mr.. Baldwin, who has four children, pastors 
three smaiJ rural churches on Sundays, works full-time as a.truck 
driver. and then visits the sick and troubled in·his congregation 
every night after work. "I'm overburied in work," he acknowl
edges. "I don't ever have free time." ....• 

Beyond rebWlding and thinking bigger, the Nee also says it will 
use some of the money to help churches think more creatively, For . 
example, the Matthews-Murkland Presbyterian Church in Charlotte. 
N~C_., whose histonc sanctuary was burned down•. is hoping for a 
computer-education program for dJsadvantagedchUdren and an
other to counsel troubled youth "like the 13-year-old gin suspected of 
starting our fire,''''says the church's minister. Larry Hill. 

The NCC is wasting no time in formulating its own new pro
grams. Subjects to be addressed, Mr. Jones reels orr. include 
"race and power. assault. redlining, interracial couples. domina- ; 
tion." And beyond the seminars in major cities to address issues " 
like sex discrimination and homophobia, Mr. Pennybacker antic
ipates launching two-year programs ranging from crisis teams to 
deal with futUre burnings to encounter ·groups to deal with com
muni.ty issues. And as much as $200.000 of the donations are be
ing used to pay for flying the ministers to Washington and else
where around t!'le country for additional fund raising. 

. For some donors, this is fine-with some caveats. If the NCC 
wants to 'use the funds for its own programming, "I certainly 

· would expect them to come back to us to present an alternative," '. 
says William Richardson, president of the Kellogg Foundation. 
"It's not that we wouldn't be receptive. but the need for rebuild· 
ing caused us to act quickly. Now we would have more time to re
flect on any proposals to expand the program." 

Others don't mind at all, Mr. White. of the Mott Foundation 
says, "Technically the graBt was Cor rebuilding, but as far as rni 
concerned who gives adamn? The rebuilding is symbolic-it fits 
right in to use the money JO get a(thedeeper causes." 

The Ford Foundation initially insisted on rebuilding over pro
gramming b.ecause that was the "original need," according to its 
president, Ms. Berresiord. "That there are more resources to ad
dress both things. is terlific, and is a wonderful' expression of 
America's will and spirit to stand up against Ihis racism." 
. Indeed, the NCC may have even a little bit more to spend than 
it expected. Mr. Baldwin recently met with his Gay's Hill congTe
galion to mull over' moving the .church and expanding to add 

· amenities. But congregants decided to stay put and stay 'small. 
"They want to stay a country church," he says. 
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Conviction, but notextradition, 
likely for Vesco 

Fugitive from U.S. believed to haye made deal with Cuba 
"It certainly makes sense" to as some charge went to pay for theBy Rete! Kaplan 

,. THE W'\SHINGTON TIlES sume a deal has been made, added Watergate brea.k-inand its subse
Frank Calzon, a Cuba expert at . quent cOver-up. The Republican

The 24-year run of one of Amer Freedom House, a human rights National Committee at the time 
ica's most wanted fugitives is in group. Mr. Calzon noted the Cu was headed by Sen. Bob Dole. 
the hands of a Cuban magistrate tlans had been holding Vesco for Vesco for years has also had 
this week as Robert Vesco faces more than a year and suggested close ties with Donald Nixon, a 
the prospect of being sentenced to they may have brought him out for nephew of the former president
prison by the very government a show trial only after a deal was who was with the fugitive finan
that had long protected him. . struck. cier when he was arrested. Mr. 


And while the United States still Prosecutors argued Vesco had Nixon, a frequent guest at Vesco's 

seeks his extradition, there are falsely claimed official Cuban gov home in Cuba, was also said to be 

those - particularly Republicans ernment backing to produce and involved in the TX project but was 

.....:.. who seem to. prefer a Cuban . sella wonder drug known as "TX," not charged in the case. 

rather than an American jail for or TrloXidal, which supposedly Vesco fled the United States in 

the man accused of everything helps a variety of ailments that in 1972 to avoid prosecution on 

from· mutual-fund embezzlement clude cancer,the flu and AIDS. He charges he defrauded investors in 

to illegal campaign contributions reportedly duped .several foreign Investors Overseas Ltd., a Swiss

to drug conspiracy. . businessmen into backing the based mutual fund, out of an es


Vesco was tried last week for project and pocketed the money. timated $224 million. He spent

"acts prejudicial to the economy, U.S, officials said this week they . some time in Costa Rica and 

fraud and illegal economic activ still want Vesco returned to the roamed from country' to country,

ity" and 'is currently awaiting a United States - either before or usually in the Caribbean. before 

verdict. "Experts said that given settling in Cuba in the early 198Os. 

the Cuban criminal justice system, Mr. Castro for years allowed
after he serves a prison term in
a guilty verdict is a certainty. VesCo to remain in Cuba and re-Cuba. A Justice Department offi

cial, however, conceded there are 
"But whatever happens there, those who might prefer seeing peatedly defended his right to live

he's not coming back," predicted a Vesco stay in Cuba. there, saying he was uninterested 
U.S. source who has closely fol "I know there are people with. in what the former Wall Street in-.',
lowed Vesco's movements, different points of view on this sider may have done in the United,
"There's no question a deal has case," said the official. "But we do States.
been made between him and the· want him back. There are several 
Cuban government." indictments against him, and the 

The source noted Vesco made a Cubans are well aware of that. We 
point during his trial of saying he have told them so." 
had never met or worked· with Among those who don't want to 
Fidel Castro - testimony at odds . see him return are some Repub

with accounts by several Vesco licans, sources said. Vesco had . 

family members who have pub close and seemingly unsavory ties 

licly said they clearly remember ,with the Nixon re-election cam

the Cuban leader's visits over the 
 paign in 1972 - an era that many 
years. GOP members in, Washington 

The source said that in retUrn . would like to forget., > " • 


for. distancing himself from Mr. Vesco was accused of making an. 

Castro at the .trial, Vesco would illegal $250,000 contribution to the 

likely receive a reduced sentence 1972' campaign· - money that 

of perhaps five or 10 years. as well 

as assurances he will not be extra

dited to ttie United States. 
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Church Arsons 
Justice Department Lists 
28 Attacks in 1(Months· 

By Michael A. Fletcher 
W,siunl'on Pus! :oW! Writer 

. Federal law enforcement officials. said yes-
t!erday that they have found no evidence of a 
widespread conspiracy linking dozens of ar-
IOnS and cases of vandalism in black churches 
«ross the South. although some incidents apo 
pear related and others have been traced to 
members of white supremacist groups. 
: Speaking at a House Judiciary Col1UTlittee· 
Maring OIl the church arsons, officials from 

., '. die Justice'and Treisuty de~eniha.id iIi-
Vestigation of thtsuSpicious church fires is a . 
bigh priority. According to Justice Depart- . 
ment figures. there have been 28 arson at
tacks on African Ame.rican churches, mainly 
.in the South, in the. past 17 months. Civil 
rights groups say as many as 45 black church
es have been attacked since 1990. 

"The numbers are chilling," said Deva! L. 
Patrick, assistant attorney general for civil 
tights. "We are facing an epidemic of terror." 

Patrick said 200 agents from the FBI and 
abe Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) are investigating the cases, and are 
llowIy making progress in unraveling them. 
Nearly a quarter of the church arsons report
ed to the Justice Department in 1995 and 
1996 have been resolved. Patrick said. 

. . While some of the fires have proven not to 
be crimes, in at least several cases investiga
tors tied racist groups. including the Ku lOwe 
Klan. the Aryan Faction and skinheads, to the 
church burnings. Federal officials insisted 

yesterday tha they have been responding 
vigorously t6 e church fires. but many black 
community I ers have been critical of the 
pace and inte sity of the effort. saying the 
Clinton adm' istration needed to make it 
more high pro e. 

"Is it any w der that we are outraged that 
law enforcern t agencies insist on denying 
the racist nat e of these attacks on the soul 
of the black mmunity-our churches?" the 
Rev. Joseph . Lowery, president of the· 
Southern Chri tian Leadership Conference, 
said at yesterd y's hearing. 
. Lowery b ed the fires on an atmosphere 

. of growing int lerance in which strong politi
cal rhetoric ha 
tiVe action.th 
fare r~pient 
working Arne 
nomic future. 

Some mem 
also· eXpr 

.. federal agenci 
. investigations 
to pursue the 
ed 10' A TF a 
ago for taking 
enforcement 

been leveled against affirma· 
federal government and weI· 
pitting them as enemies of 

cans, anxious about their eco

rs of the Judiciary Committee 
skepticism about whether the 

involved in the church arson 
in particular the A TF -want 
cases aggressively. They not
nts were disciplined not long 

in the annual national law 
athering known as the "Good 

"" 
O' Boy" round ps, which featured overtly rac- . 
ist skits and 0 er acts. 

"People like mxself are suspicious of law 
enforcement. cause we have not always 
been served (:11," said Rep. Maxine Waters 
(D-Calif.), who is black. 

Ron Daniels executive director of the Cen
ter for Constit tiona! Rights, a group that has 
tracked the c urch arsons over the last few 
years, said in 
ministration 
the church b 
reasons. 

"They don't 

interview that the Clinton ad
s shying away from makirig 
. gs a major issue for political 

want to deal in this '96 elee

tion," Daniels said. "I think they want to keep 
race out of this election." . 

Patrick, however, told the committee 
members that proving a link among arson in
vestigations is very tricky. "Investigation of. 
fires is always difficult because evidence 
burns," Patrick said. "In many cases, we are 
literally sifting through ash for clues." 

Pointing out that several of the fires have 
been ruled accidental, Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Henry J. Hyde (R-m.) said be was 
satisfied that the federal law enforcement' 
agencies were doing everything they could. 
He said that it was premature to conclude 
that a racist conspiracy was at work. 

"There is no way of knowing until an inves
tigation is concluded and the perpetrators 
identified whether the motivation for the ar
son was racial hatred, persona! financial prof
.it, intra-congregational disputes or something 
else," Hyde said. 

http:action.th
http:de~eniha.id


DATE : -----::5:;.....r.l.::.:;,..,:~;!::.........!._'1
q:...:::::&_ 

PAGE: __'--'/~r....:..I-L.'{__ 

.. Few Links in Chur hFires, Panel Is Told 
Official Sees Racism but No ign ofConspiracy in Firebombings 

B}' ERIL SCHMITT 

WASHIl"GTO!'\, May 21 - A rash 
of fires at black churches across the 
South is motivated overwhelmingly 
by hate and prejudice but apparently 
does not stem from a regional or 
national conspiracy, the Govern
ment's top civil-rights enforcer said 
today. 

Deval L Patrick, the Assistant At
torney General for CIvil Rights, told 
the House Judiciary Committee that 
there was no evidence at present to 
link dozens of church flrebombings 
in the past six years to a regional or 
nationwide campaign. But Mr. Pat
rick said that an mquiry into the fires 
by Feoeral investigators was con
tinuing and that there had been a 

,,_ ··!substantial. increase" in the num
ber of hate crimes nationwide. 

'The climate of 

racial division 
,. 
across the country 

is extreme. ' 


"The climate of racial division 
across the country is extreme," Mr.. 
Patrick said in an interview after the 
hearing, which ..... as held today to 
investigate the fires and the Federal 
response to them. 

Federal and state investigators 
have found similarities in fires set in 
the same immediate area, Federal 
officials said at the hearing. For ex
ample, three white men, angry over 
being ejected from a black-owned 
bar, were convicted in March of 
torching two black churches in Mau
ry County, Tenn. 

But nothing in the times, dates, 
places or methods in which the fires 
were started connects the 42 church 
arsons that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation is now reviewing. 
"There has not been an identical 
modus operandi," Mr. Patrick testi
fied. ' ' 

Nor is the root cause of most of the 
burnings - racism - easily wiped 

away. "If we ocked up every church 
arsonist in merica today, it's not 
going to sto it," said Robert M. 
Stewart, the c ief of the South Caroli
na Law Enfo cement Division. 

Since late 1989, dozens of black 

churches ha e burned in suspicious 
blazes in Te nessee, Georgia, South 

. Carolina, ississippi, Alabama, 
North Caroli a, Kentucky, Louisiana 
and Virginia 

The fires h ve seized the attention 
of civil-right offiCials not only be
cause. of the numbers but also be
cause of the hurches' role in South
ern black comunities and in civil· 
rights histo . 

"I can't co prehend why someone 
would burn a house of God," said the 
Rev. Algie arrett, pastor of the 
Mount Calv ry Baptist Church in 
Hardeman ounty, Tenn., which 
burned on Ja .31,1995. 

Federal la -enforcement offiCials 
spent most r the morning in the 
hearing pro laiming progress in 
closing case and punishing church 
arsonists, an promising more ar

'rests in the f ture. 
More than' 200 agents from the 

F.B.I. and F deral Bureau of Alco
hol, Tobacco nd Firearm"s are work

. ing with stat law-enforcement offi
cers, as weI as civic and church 
leaders, to tr ck down and prosecute 
arsonists, M . Patrick said. "Thi~s . 
not a Iigntly aken investigation," h" 
said. ' , 

Since Jan ary 1995, for example. 
the alcohol a d tobacco bureau said 
it had condu ted 2,600 fire investiga
tions. Of tha iotal, 51 were church 
fires and 25 of those occurred at 
black church s in the South. 

Investigat rs told the lawmakers 
that church rson cases posed sev
eral challeng s. Most of the churches 
are In rural or'lsolated areas, and 
many ,are ften empty, meaning 
there are fe or no witnesses to the 
fires. Also, e more serious the fire, 
the less phy ieal evidence, like fin· 
gerprints, re ains. 

Black law akers and church lead
ers criticize the Government at the 
hearing 'for dragging its feet and 
failing to tak the fires seriously. So 
far. no one as died in any of the 

recent church fires; they said, but 
trouble is just around the corner. 

"I'm concerned at the politeness of 
this hearing," said Representative 
Sheila Jackson Lee, Democrat of 
Texas, "You've got burned churches 
and burned history, You have intimi
dated communities." 

The fires demanded a greater Fed
eral response, Ms. Lee said, adding, 
"The resources aren't there." 

Dr. Joseph E. Lowery, president of 
the Southern Christian Leadership 

. Conference, said: i'We're not sur
prised by the feeble response to the 
church burnings. It just represents 

the 51st state in this nation: the state 
of deniaL" 

Dr. Lowery continued: "We are 
witnessing a seriOUS and frightening 
assault on African-Americans in this 
country. We must hold accountable 
the racist groups that fan the flames 
of intolerance." 

But in an odd tum of events, some 
Republicans defended the Clinton 
Administration's investigative ap
proach and offered more money and 
agents,avallable for the asking. 

"There's too much emphasis on 
Washington to clear up this arson 
problem," said Representative Fred 
Heineman, a North Carolina Repub
lican who is a former New York City 
police officer. 

"You have to start at the local 
level, In schools and in homes," Mr. 
Heineman said. "It's a 20:-year job to 
cleanseJtte young people now of pr~
udice ~d racism." 
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.;Disparity' ci in effort 
eight Southern states . 

The Black Caucus and Con.on arson probe gressional Family Caucus, a 
group of conservative Republi.

By Gary Fields cans, ClUed for the federal . 
USA TODAY hearings after an investigation . 

into the ftres. 
The government should be Deval Patrick, of the JUSlice

doing more to get to the bottom Department's CiVil Rights Dfvtof arash of arson fires in South sion, said there is no evidence 
. ern black churches, members ,of a widespread conspiracy. 

of the House Judiciary Com
mittee said Tuesday. ty in th..I ..",,, 

The government has hun being CUSlpensed, 
dreds of agents at the Freemen said. 
samdo!f in Jordan, Mont, and The FBI bas 

. should be doing as much to in- cial agents 'nv,r\lv..... 

Montana 
vestigate the arsons, . 

said Rep. Sheila Jack

son-Lee. D-Texas, 

. "..-_"·1 don'LwanLte:> 
wake up and see a 

bloody mess at an Af

rican·American 

church beCause we ai- By Rc" eo-.t, I>.P 


lowed it.... she said, Jackson-Lee 

Rep. Donald 


Payne D-N.J., of the congres

sional Black caucus, pointed to 

federal efforts involving the 




II 

JConspiracy 0 

attitude' cited 

in church fir-

Judiciary bearings focus on 

race relations and problems 

By Gary Fields ,black cburches would 

USA TODAY blown up by May 31. 


, At least 28 black 

, Investigators and black have been 

church and dvil rights lead- federal authorities 
ers say arson fires that have Southern states since 
burned black churches 1995. There bave been 
throughout the, South still in four of the ires and 
dOn't appear to be a wide- lions In two others. 
ranging conspiracy, but they',' ' Hundreds of local, 
are a "conspiracy of attitude." and federal law pnfnrt"pmilont 

" Race relations arid the re- oftlcials, including 
luctance to acknowledge that Bureau of Alcohol, T .....a"'~." 

there are problems were a re- and Firearms agents, 
o~currlng theme Tuesday been trying to find a 
during House Judiciary Com· among the fires. 
mittee hearings on the resur· flciais with the agencies 
gence in the arsons. fled they have not found 

"It represents the 51 st state, dence of a conspiracy. 
the state !)f derual," said Jo- DevaJ Patrick, the bead 
seph Lowery, president of the the Justice Department's 
Southern Christian Leader- Rights Division made 
ship Conference. "While we ences to the racial attitudes 
have been shocked' as a na· ' the country. 

, 	Cion at the rise of, hate groups He urged Congress 
and right·wing terrorists that "speak up and speak 
have bombed federal build· against bate, against 
1ngs. and militia groups that and against ,violence." 
pose serious threats to democ- Patrick. who caIls the 
racy, we have do\lr'J'lSi.zed the an "epidemIc of 
racist nature of these groups." called on Congress 

The panel bearc an om:· ' Ine two federal ~~I"'U::::O 
DOllS threat received by the make pl'08tQltinga 
South carolina NAACP. Ntl· torust dillcultln one 
son Rivers, head of the prosecutors must 
NAACP's southeastern reo ' suspect b"aveled I ..." • ...,. ...' .. 

liOn, Said oftldals got a phone commit the crime and 
c:all May 3 warning that three age must be $10.000 or 

DATE: 

PAGE : 

The prosecutor must also 

prove that the Individual 

church is part of interstate 

commerce. 

" Suspects in the ires bave 

ranged from church oftlcials 

believed Involved in insur

ance fraud to hate groups. 


Mac Charles Jones, of the 

National' Council of Churcbes, 

said evidence "may .very well 

point to one or two (fires) 


, where there's complicity 
within the church but that's 
not the case in the vast major· 

ity of these ires. We're talk· 

ing about a climate of racial 

bostility." 


RiverS made four recom

mendations: that Justice as

sumethe overall coordination 

of the investigation, that t..'1e 

FBI and ATF review witness 

interviewing, techniques and 

hold community meetings 

and that Congress bold field 

hearings in the areas where 

churches have been burned. 


. ~t' 

t:i.s . '""..,;?'",'.t' n ___...:;.",__...::=--_ I:.. ..... 
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Officials --.n'tfind 
to link

. , . . 

chfires 
ASSOCIATED, PRESS past 57 days at the standoff with 

There is no evidence of a wide the Montana Freemen, and federal 
spread conspiracy in a rash of authorities have spent millions of 
fires 'at predominantly black dollars in the past four years inves
Southern churches, federallawen~ tigating President Clinton's White
forcement officials testified yes water real estate deals., , 
terday, "Has there been any loss of life 

The testimony came at a House there?" she asked, "I am in a panic 
Judiciary Committee hearing, that I wil,l wake up some morning 
where n,embers of the Congres and see a headline that We have 
sional Black Caucus questioned allowed this' to elevate .,. into a 
the government's commitment to bloody mess at an' African-Amer
solvingi the string of 25 arsons; ican church,',' ' 
which began in January 1995~'" '. .Rep. H~ni-y J. Hyde, IUinois ne

John Magaw, director of the U.S, publican and chairman of tHe com· 
Bureau of Alcohol, Thbacco and mittee, said it was,lmfair to ques-
Firearms, said seven arrests have , tion law enforcement priorities in 
been made and a conspiracy in-, deciding how to allocate re
volving two fires in South Carolina sources, And he defended the com
has been uncovered. But he mittee's ,commitment to solving 
stressed that the agency has "not the church fires: 
yet - and I emphasize not yet - "Just beCause you're not emo
found any evidence of an inter tionally demonstrative" doesn't 
state or national conspiracy." mean 'vou're not takinsz this deadly 

Deval Patrick, assistant at· seriously," he said. 
torney general for civil rights, Rep. Bob Barr, Georgia Repub
agreed, lican and tne panel's most outspo

Rep, Donald M. Payne, New Jer· ken critic of fEideral law enforce
sey Democrat and chairman oi the ment agents during the Waco and 
Congressional Black Caucus, crit Ruby Ridge hearings, sprang to 
ic~ed the committee for taking so their defense when Mrs. Jackson
long to examine the attacks. He Lee questioned their commitment 
said the delay was particularly to solving the crimes. The me· 
disturbing in light of several thodical investigation has been a 
weeks of hearings the committee "hallmark of the professionalism" 
held last year into the 1993 siege oHederal agents, he said. 
of the Branch Davidian compound Rep. John Coriyers Jr. of Mich· near Waco, Texas, and the 1992 igan, the 'senior Democrat on the shootout at Ruby Ridge, Idaho., panel, had opened the hearing by "We should have the same effort noting that both Democrats and put into church burnings:' Mr. Republicans agree that "thesePayne said. "There is a disparity acts are uncoriscionable, anti·in the way justice is being dis American. and they deserve thepensed in this country." swiftest and most severe punish-Another black lawmaker, Rep. ment." .Sheila Jackson-Lee, Texas DemO
crat. questioned whether the FBI But he said the Justice Depart
and the ATF have committed suffi ment is "actively: investigating 
cient resources to investigating whether activity of a nationwide 
the church fires. or even regional ,scale is being di· 

She complained that more than rectedor instigated by any indi
100 federal agents have spent the vidual or speCific gro'lp." o 

5 PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 
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Brown failed in it stated aim, but it nei~hborhoodS. ThIS IS alreaay nalJ

ucc~eded in eleva ing the Judiciary penlng in a small wav. In the mid-Jcomment from judges to socia engineers. Today 1980s, Yonkers, Nf'W y'ork, was forced 
-THE NATIO'N there is. no democr tic outcome that a by a .federal ~udgf' 1(1 cor.5truct public 

ON federal Judge canno overturn. hOUSing to Integrate its neighbor
, Since 1954, cons itutional law has hoods, ~n? HUD uses Section 8 funds 

e consisted of the liberal agenda. to subSIdIze the rents of inner-cityDesegregatIOn Decades of precede t based on noth- blacks who move to white suburbs 
ing but judicial dikt ts grounded in the It remains to be seen whether this is..' personal preference of judges make it a last gasp or whether the federal DeCISIOn S aufi~ult for justice, such as Antonin . coercion unleashed by Brown has yet 
Scaha,who think the court should a way to run. 
decide its cases b sed on law and 
precedent Paul Craig Roberts. former assistantTrue LegacY Browl1's violatioof the separation Trea~u:y se.creta.ry in the Reagan 

L

of powers has, in eff ct, destroyed law, Adm.tnlstratlon, IS chairman of the 

lit least in the Arne ican sense of law Instrtute for Political Economy in 


By Paw Craig Roberts tpat is accountable 0 the people. Washington. 

: The court as Ie islator has been 


ast Friday was the 42nd anni
 devastating for bot political parties. 

versary of Brown vs. Board of The Democrats are ivided o\'er racial 

Education, perhaps the most quotas and same" ex marriage, and 


famous of all Supreme Court decisions. Republicans are s lit over abortion. 
That decision did two things. One, The lack of politic I cohesion makes 

. well-known, desegregation of the both parties impote t. 
. In public unive sities integration public schools, has come to naught 
was achie\;ed by g antil1g '''preferredafter years of federal coercion. 

Brown's real achievement is largely minorities': priviIe' ed a.dmissionsta

unknown, despite its far-reaching tUB in direct Viola ion of "the equal 

consequences. Brown destroyed the protection clause 0 the Constitution 

separation of powers that was artfully and the statutory rohlbition against 

crafted by the founding fathers, and in reverse discrimi'n tion. in the 1964 


. a direct assault on·self-rule launched' ..: Civil Righ.ts'~Act. Until ·the recent 

Hopwoodvs. State ofTexas decision the era of judicial legislation. 

Alexander Bickel. who, as Justice by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, 

Felix Frankfurter's law clerk, played a ijle courts winked t the illegality of 

key role" in engineering the Brown racial quotas in the' . terest of a higher 

decision,later had second thoughts. In morality: integratio." 
 . 

1970 he wrote: "Brown vs. Board of 
 With the Fifth ircuit's March 18 

Educati0rl was the beginning. Subse ruling that racia preferences in 

quently,'-the court declared Bible admissions are unc nstitutional, ideo

reading and all other religious exer logical liberals, ch Harvard's
s as 

cises in public school unconstitutional; Laurence Tribe, ave reverted to 

it ordered the reapportionment of the states' rights argum nts in their effort 

national House of Representatives, of to protect racial q tas' in university 

both houses of state legislatures, and admissions. In s lifted from the
wor 

of local government bodies." segregationists of esteryear, Tribe 


University of Texas Law School argues that in ove turning the Uni

professor Lino Graglia has. written versity of Texas' acial quotas, the 

that Brown created the presumption appeals court via ated the state's 

that decision-making by the Supreme "sovereign immuni contained in the 

Court on the basis of moral principle is Eleventh Amendm 

greatly superior to decision-making ; In the end Bro has made mon
by politicians subject to electoral con keys out of liberals ho worship at its 

straints. This allowed the court to leg shrine. If states' rig ts prohibit federal 

islate the liberal agenda by decree, c~urts from interf ring with school 

"such as the removal of restrictions on admission policies, rown could never 

abortion and pornography, the impo have been decided, 

sition of a novel liberalized code of Brown 'was the pr uct of the liberal 

Criminal procedure on the states ... elite's impatience th democracy and 

and the abolition of prayer and Bible persuasion. It refl cts the arrogant 

reading in public schools." determination to se ze power in order 

. The justices themselves knew what to impose morality n an unjust social 


Clrder,
they were doing. Hugo Black said that 
The failure of se 001 iritegration' isBrown would lead to "law by injunc

being blamed on s gregated neightion," Robert H. Jackson regarded 
borhoods. Liberal writers such asBrown as a blatantly political act. 

. Jacob Weisberg an Mickey Kaus say Stanley Reed said Brown would lead 
the solution is to for ibly integrate the to ,!We by )u~ges, and it has. -. . . _... . .. .. .. 

PHOTOCOPY 

PRESERVATION 
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. First one fire, the another 
and soon fear·ri esagain 
A two;month USA TODAY investigation 
target black ·churches..But serial. 
South may be behind a recent surge In 
ters, the number of arsons at churches, 

"unU$lallyhigher than in <'recent years. . ' 

' ho conspiracy to 
in two parts of, the 

OUtside those chIS
. or' white, is not 

~ns are nQt even. 
,repcirted;to' authorities~ Thisihvesti~atioh fouhd; 18 new.~ne~.' 


By Gary Fields 

and Richard Price 

USA TODAY , 


, TISHABEE, Ala. - The fear: " 
began right here, on this se- ' 
duded ·hilltopin the heart of 
the Cotton Belt, where 1'0 gen
erations of blaCK Baptists wor
shiped at a simple, woOden 
church known as Little Zion, 

On the nighto~ Jim.ll. at 
9:30, ·Little Zion 'caught tire. It 
burned quickly. The heat of the 
blaze wilted flov.;ers· left .on . 
nearby graves and scorch,ed a ' 

.	giant oak tree that had shaded 

the hill for 200 years. A crowd '. 

of faithfu).watched helplessly 

as the flames danced against 

.the night sky. There were un- . 
easy murmuringsabout what, . 
oTwlw. may have started it. • • 
. Iflhe terrible glow stoo.d. the 

. " Rev. W;D. Lewis,. ""ho .coun
seled hiS flock againSt'jumping .. 
to conclusions. "We d.on't know .. ' 
anything, so don't thihkany-·,· 
thing," the white-haired minis- . 
tel' preached. "Bad .things 
come to' us sometimes. You· 
live ",;th'them andgo'on;' " . . '" 
. The next mQrning,:fear 

. grew. A motorist dri\;ng along' 
. a country road eight miles:west . 

r 

o{Little.
ruinS of a 
Ml Zoar 

.. gee. It 
ground
people I'Pl'1npnr'lnpl'pn 

~ " ,. 



1· 
Now an estimated 1,000 federal 

andstaie investigators race from fire 
to lire, literally melting their boots 
on glowingembers in the rush for an
swers, They are treating each as a 
possible civil rights violation, The Bu
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire
arms alone is spending more than 
$200,000 a week. '," . 
, President Clinton has met With 
black pastors and Southern gover· 
nors. -He has orchestrated the biggest 
arson investigation in U.S. history. At 
various times he has sai~ racially, 
motivated church fireS' have ','in· 
creased,ft "doubled" or "tripled." 

Congress this week doubled the' 
top penalty for church arson to 20 
years, and it backed $10 million in 
loans to help churches rebuild. 

But in Greene County, the Rev. 

Lewis can.only wonder what TealIy 


. happened to his little Baptist church 

on that January night. . 


, "We still don't know anything" he 

, insists. "And 1,still don't think any·' 

thing." 
As it turns out, Lewis" reStraint 

may be the perfect counsel 
. After a two-month investigation 
and the broadest analysis of church 
fir.es ever undertaken, USA TODAY 

, bas .developed findings. that funda
mentally redellne the ,shape and 
'~pe of church burnings as an Issue. 

FINDING, I: . ' 

No church fire conspiracy 


In examining 64 cases of black 
church arsons over 11 states since 
the start of 1995, including 18 previ
ously unreponed by federal authori
ties, the investigation rules out any 
possibility of a national. or even re

, gional conspiracy.; , 
The evidence,.in fact, suggests the ' 

opposite: There is no Simple answer 
to the frightening collection of 
torched churches across the South, 
black and white. The crimes stem 
from teen-age vandalism, public 
drunkenness, derangement, reo 
venge, insurance or other fraudS 
and, to be sure, open or latent racial 
hatred. But no single thread runs 
through the black church .arsons. 

FINDING 2: . 

Two arson clusters 


The USA TODAY investigation, 
however. has isolated twowell-de
fined geographic clusters 'or "arson' 
zones" where black church arsons 
are up sharply over th~ last three 
years. The patterns suggest racial 
motives. " , 

One cluster is a20~mile oval in 
the mid-South th~t encompasses 
western Tennessee'and parts of Ala· 
bama and Mississippi.' The region 
has had 18 black church arsons since 
January 1995. The other stretches 
acrOss the carolipas, where the rate 
of black church arson has tripled 

.	since 1993.' e;e 'have been 30 cases 
since then, a ut one a month, 

In fact,u, lved arsons in the two 
clusters acc nt for 60<i1: of the IIres 
investigated by federal authonties 
this year. at means the national 
,uproar could be the work of as few 

"as one or tw serial arsonists operat
ing in those nes. " 

FINDING 3: 

No new ve of arsons 


OUtside ihtwo clusters, the in
vestigation dpels the notion, that a 

',new wave of racially driven arsons 
, bas swept e South the last two 

", . years.. 
The clust in Tenn~ and 

•South caroli and possibly recent 
,publicity king copycat blazes 
are behind th recent upsurge in the 
South in blac church arsons - 27 in 
1995, 37 so in 1996. ' 

Otherwise, the number of arsons 
across the" gion is a continuing
problem. .but consistent with past 
years. Natio y, '.thechurch arson 

, .. rate is 63% 10 er than in 1980; when 
a record I, 20 churches ,were 
,torched natio wide. . 

Analysis, of the 64 fires since 1995 
shows only to r can be conclusively 
.	shown to be. ciaIly motivated. Fif~' 
teen others most of them in the 
arson 'cluste - are consistent in 
some r ' with racist burnings. 

Ten arsons learly were not racist, 
and evidence strong that an addi· 
tionall7 had othing to do with race. 

.Of the re . 'ng 18 fires listed as 
arson in stat records explored by 
USA TODAY, tour apPear to be er· 
.	rors and the ther 14 oft'er no real 
clues about m tive. . 

In short, th analysis shows 'that 
racism is cl ly a major factor in 
Southern chur h lires, but it Is one of 
many.· . , 	 ' 

Teen-ege 
clude a racial lernent, is the fastest
grov.'ing moti e for arson. Half of 
the 30 people arrested since 1995 
were teen-age including teens of 
both races. have included a " 
pair of 7-year Ids, two l().year-olds, 
a IJ.year-old d a drunken 18-y~-

old who tore u his neighborhOOd,in
cluding a chur that he set on fire,
after a fight wi a parent ' , ' . 

The USA ODAY Investigation 
, finds that chur h arsOns clearly are . 

part of a large , national pattern of 
'fire crimes, in hich racial animus is 
only part'of th answer. . . ' 
, . In some stat the rates are down' , 
substantially. _ 

Georgia, for xample, has experi- ; . 
enced just one lack church arson in ' 
the last two y . That occurred just 
west of the uth carolina border ' 
and may be Ii ed to other fires in ' ' 
the arson zone.d during the same 

period, four white churches were . 
torched across Georgia. , 

FINDING' 4:' 
,Arsons go unreported 

The federal system for collecting 
~re data is spotty and unreliable, 
hampering investigators and law· 
makers, Unlike other crimes, which \ 
are routinely reported to the FBI or 

, other agencies, for analysis, only 
about half the nation's local fire dis
tricts report fires to the federal gov~ 
emment That makes it nearly im
possible to track trends state by state. 
Federal investigators, frustrated by , 
outdated and incomplete reports, 
have been forced to start from 
scratch., . 

· USA TODAY reporters, in 'fact, 

found 18 church arsons previously 


. unknown to federal authorities. 


Southern chUrches too often ' 
stand empty and vulnerable 

Isolated and empty at night, South
ern churches are irresistible to ar

'sonists. Set aVl'ay from other struc-' 
· tures, their' wide-open construction 
makes them bum fast. There is little 
chance anyone will be hurt And the 
lire Is easily contained on a single, 
grassy lot 

.For churches,lire traditionally 
draws the highest hazard rating from 
insurance companies. Arson histori

, . cally Is the biggest cause of church 
'lires. accounting for 30% of' about 
1,750 church Ires nationwide each 
year.' ' 

Their vulnerability inakes them 
idealtarget.s for vandals:Authorities 
suspect teens were .involved in an 
amateurish and failed attempt to 

.burn four black churches the same ' 
night outside Baton Rouge, La.' 

"k decade ago, fraud accounted 
for 80% of au arson," saYs Butch 
BrOwning, who directs the arson task 
force in East Baton Rouge Parish. 
"Now, kids start 80% of them. It's ... 
a serious sickness." . . 

Ricky Ray Waters, 67, a retired in
SilJ:Bllce agent, was among the crowd 
that showed up the day after Rising 
Star Baptist burned' in Greensboro, ' 
Ala "Ain't no use gue&5ing who did ' 
this,· he said. "Could be some damn 
kid playing with ms:tcJ:ies or two old 
fools fun of home brew who don't 

. like 'colored: I've seen it all:' ' 

Because arson ranks among the 


· hardest crimes to solve and racism Is 

, , ,even more difficult to prove,Sorrle 

racially moti\<1\ted e.rsons have been 
written oft' as attempts to conceal 
burglaries or as teen vandalism. 

On the other hand, some lires 
probably don't even belong on a list
ing of arsons. At least four lires clas
sified as church arsons and later ex· 

. 'w:JJ. 
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"ar1uned by USA TODAY involved 
not.iing more than burning piles of 
trash: ' 

One officially designated arson at ablack diurch in Houston was Set by
children playing with matches in a 
church playgroup: And a'fire in Cen
tral Baptist Church in Browns, Ala." 
remains on a federal investigation 
list even though it broke out at 7:30 
a.m; during a violent lightning.storm. 

A next-door neighbor heard the 
bolt strike the church, which was dis
tinctive for its tall steeple. When the 
Rev. David Alexander showed up, he 
watched it burn from the top down. ' . 
"It's got to be lightning." he said. 

Churches always targe~ .: 
whether black or white .' 

The recent concern has risen in 
pai:t because the nation Stumbled ' 
upona.phenomenon that has gone on 
for decades and mistook it for some- ' 
thing new;'That is: Churches of every 
color are a traditional favorite of ar· 

. sonists. Although the pace has been 
declining in recent years, arsOnists 
still torch an average 01,520 
churches and church-ov.lIed build· . 
in~ across the nation each year. a 
rate of 10 a week. . < • 

In Florida. ar.sons o'f white 
churches over .the·last IS' months· 
bave' outpaced those at black 
.churches by 4 to 1. h'l Texas, the rate 
of white church arsons bas been dou
ble that of black. , . 
. Although it hao:; been argued that 
arsons,at black churches run propor
tionally higher simply because white. 
churches outnumber black, the 
arithmetic turns out to be more com
plicated than that. " ' 

For one thing. a higher percentage 
of black churches are in economical· 
ly depressed areas, traditionally a 
factor in arson. ' 

Across the rural South. black 
churches tend to have smaller con
gregations because they were estab
lished in rural areas. Many churches 
were started by tiny communities of . 
farmers and sharecroppers. Among
the churches USA TODAY surveyed, 
67t;c had 100 or fewer members. . 

Black churches also are more vul~ 
nerable to arsonists. Thousands are 
tucked in forests far up runed roads . 
and .miles from to""lI. At some of the 
churches, ~T\ices are not held. ey
ery Sunda~·. Some have become.' 
teen-age party spots. , 
'Which may. explain why. in quiet, 

,little'towns and along country roads 
across the South, those who have lost 
churches through this Period pre- . 
sume nothi.ng, and binerness runs in 
short supply. For the most part, 
theYl"erebuilding, reserving judg-' "
ment until the facts are in. 

It's rare to find any among them 
who put race ftrst on the list of P,DSSi· 
ble ·motives. ' 

"This isn't really about race," says 
Robert Fields, a black' minis~er 
whose church in Smithville,' Miss., 

. sur\'ived' an attempted arson in 

Each year there a~e half a million arsons in the USA, About 1% of. 

. those a at churches. In 1995, there were 27 arsons at black . 


. churches n the So.uth. A1reaqy this year, there have been 37. The ' 

' .. ', ',. ' . pest available ch~~~-arson statiS~cs: /' .... 

. lumber of black churches nationwide: 65,000 ' . . ... 
umber of white. churches nationwide: 300,000... 

Estlm ted church Irsons nationally since Jan. 1, 1995: 780 

. , • Chur h arsons In 11 SoUthem states since Jan. 1, 1995: 144 

, .' : .~ W lte church arsons in the South Since Jan. 1, 1995:80 


chu;ch Irsons tn'the South -'nce Jan. 1, 1995: 64 

... Percentage with 100 or fewer members: 67% ' 

• Percentage With 50 or fewer members: 30% 

" , , • Percentage founded before 1900: 43% " 
• Percentage without insurance: 23% . ..' 

• 'me of arson: 7~/o burned between 8p.rn. ,end 6 ·a.m.,_ .. 
Black. churches destroyed by Irlons: 28 

" Black church Irsons with Irrests: 20... 
lu ber of people 'a~estedfar blackcburch IrsonS! 30 ' 

Of those ar:rests,.20 were white, 10 were black., 
• Of those arrests, '15 were teens or juveniles 

lumber of black church Irsan conylctlanl: 4 
• Of those convicted, all were white 

Agents InYestlllatlnll church IrsORS: 1;000 , 

F agents, 100 FBI·agents, 750 state aoo.local offICialS.. 


eou-: USA T v_,"" .FBI,"" ATF... lIte _.InIIonnoI·...... u.s, Fh ~ • 


March."Su ,there's some of it But Patrick Lee Frank burned 10 white 
this is rea Iy about disrespect for churches in Tennessee alone, a run 
churches. at's what we're talking that temporarily drove the rate of 
about here, J guarantee it" . white church burnings in Tennessee 

In two istinct regions ,of the, far above that of blacks. 
South. how vert there is evidence . The latest cluster began 90 miles 
multiple fir could be the work of . . west of Columbia in rural renn~,
the same nist or group. Race where someone bu.rned a pair of 
seems to be a motive. And an exami black churches on Jail. 13,1995. Mul
nation of earson clusters shows tiple Ires In one nlght typical1y indi
why the er of arson and bate cate a racial motive. Almost a year. 
c~mes stirs such fear and passion. 'later, a' third . fire claimed another 

black church. ,
. . Racial cl . er ~: Tennessee, The two .on Jan. 13 came as the 

Alabama and Mississippi black communlty prepared for WJ.1\T
tin Luther KlngDay two days later. 

The first luster is a 200-mile oval' ' One of the churches, Macedonla Mis
taking in of Tennessee. Ala sionary Baptist in ~ruitvale. was 
bam3 and . issippUn all, 15 black scheduled to host Crocken'County's • 
churches ve been tOrched in this ' celebration of the holiday. . 
arc of arso since 1995. The similar Testimony shows racial . hatred 
ities. and th. tiriiing cf some ratse and alcohol clearly taking its toll in 
strong suspi ions of racist motives. . . another pair'of fires. . ' 
, Three fir in the zone were set . On Super Bowl Sunday in 1995 in 
precjsely th same way: A chemical Columbia. Tenn., Michael.Jett 
accelerant left ina can planted downed six cases of beer with a cous
inside the urch. At least 10 others, in and a friend. Jen had made sever
all unsolved bear other similarities: alruns into Knoxville looking for his 

.Each was' extremely secluded runaway daughter. What he found 
, church, an thl' fires ,were Set at instead were black pimps and white 

nlght All 0 Churches were. de prostitutes. Then he started fuming
stroyed. Inv ·gs.iOrs were lett with that .a local. black-run 'tavern was 
no leads, W ch is unusual overchariil)ghim.'· . 

Serial a n is not new bere. In .. 
1990 and l~ 1, whif~ serial arsonist 

~r 

. \ 
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That night.; the three men' threw 
Molotov 'cocktails into two· black 
churches. heaVily damaging one., 
Neighbors, both:, black' and white, 
have since rebuilt it '.. " 

The three arsonists were sen·, 
tenced to more than three years in 
prison and ordered to pay $20.000, 
restitution. But the crime shook peo
ple·there.

On June 17, two more churches' . 
burned in Kossuth. MiSS.. near the 
western Tennessee border. Liquid 

.fuel was used,.. and there was a sinis

. ter twist that could suggest a broader 

conspiracy. The next morning. au·'· 

thorities found a canister of fuel on . 

the lawn of a white church and evi· 

dence of attempted forced entry.. 


The implication: Black churches . 
weren't being singled out But labora· 
tory tests this week contirmed that 
the fuel at the white church was dif· 
ferentfrom that found in the ruins of 
the black. churches. . 

Racial cluster 2: , 

1-95 an arson hig~way? 


South Carolina has experienc~
problems with ~cial tires; too. In . 
June 1995, two men atlliiated with· 

, the Ku Klux Klan torched a pair of 
churches i.!~ing fuel. One was carry- . 
ing his KKK idelititication in his w!il

, letWeeks before the 'tires, they had 
attended;a Klan raUy. " . 

One, of the churches, Macedonia 
BaptlStin Bloomville, S.c., has tiled 
suit against the KJQ( on grounds the 
Klansmen were urged to "commit 
acts of violence and intimidation . 
against'Afrlcan.Arhericans:" It calls 
for unspecified punitive damages. . 

Authorities are examining passi-.' . 
ble links to other tires along Inter~ , 
state 95, the major north-south route 
that runs along the East Coast In 
each case~ fuel was used: ' ' 

'" Outside Florence, S.c.; 50 miles 
north of Bloomville, someOne threw 
a bucket ofdiesel fuel through a win- . 
dow last April and burned a church's 
interior. 

., 90, miles north, again not far 

from J·95, someonE" smashed in the 

window of a secreu.;,)·'s otllce at Mis

sion Baptist Church in' Mt: Pisgah, 

N.C., last Halloween Eve, poured 

gasoline in the room and set it atire. 


Hoke County tire marshal Mitch· . 
ell Byrd insists it'was a Simple Hal· 
loween prank, "ju~ someone want· 
ing to play around." 

But Matthew Rouse, pastor of the 
60D-member church, is dumbfound- . 
ed. "Who would want. to do some- . 
thing like this?" he says. "There's no
body around here who is into some- . 
thing like this." '. 

'" Georgia's only arson this year at 
a black church occurred just west of 
the South Carolina border. Someone 
broke into a side door of Gay's Hill 

Baptist Churc , poured fuel on the 
carpet and. lit . Nothing was stolen. 

.' The county has . experienced no 
'other racial i ii:!ents recently. and 
SUite omciaIs tjuvenile van· 
dalism, but th 'sheriff isn't so sure. 
'~They passe up another white 
church do\VI1 e road hidden just 

'like this one," ys Bobby Womack, . 
"I don't think i 's anyone local, but it 
sure bothers e." 

Elsewhere . the South, the pic- . 
ture is less me cing. at least in ra
cial terms. It' easy to understand 
why people su as the Rev. Robert 

,Fields believe these arsons have 
/ more to do wi d~ for reU
. gion., . 

The ftre t consumed Fields' 
church in Smi Ville, Miss., for ex· . 
ample. was set on a Windy Tuesday 

, morning by so eone armed with a 
propane torch .tio went on an hour· 
long rampage. 'rig a mile do\VI1 
the road from e church, the arson- . 
ist touched, 0 a forest fire that • 
threatened the ome and business of 
Roimie Ray . er, who's white. . 

Next SlOp: ' church. The at
sonist set a sid door on Ire, then 
moved on to se 11 more fires, 

Firefighters ere down the road 
battling the to fir:e when amotor
ist saw smoke rling from the side 
otthe church. iththe helpot neigh. 
bors, both blac and white, they put 
It out before'it read past the door. 

Would the nist have mcluded , 
that church if it ere white? niere's 
no way to tell. I nearby Tupelo just 
two years ear er, two white'men 
trashed a black hurch and sCrawled 

. racial' messa across the organ. 
But investigato and Fields are satis
tied the arsoii" probably was just . 
some "foolish' c 'ld 'with no respect 
for anything. in luding churches." 

There are 'Iar examples of.' 
that sort. At St. Paul AME Zion in 
Harleyville, S. , someone burned 
several homes the church camp
ground. But the e arsonist hit tar· .. 
gets in a cam undowned' bya
white church. mpgrounds, not' 

. race, appeared be the key. 
In Satartia, ., Pollce'had spent 

months lookirig for" someone who 
was settingftre to empty buildingS. 
and trailers alo g State Highway. 3, 
all owned by w 'tes. The fires came , 
in the mOrning d evening, suggest
ing they were ing set by someone 
going to' and fro work. ' . 

On the eveni g of March 30, an
other whit house went up in 
fiames. As fi es raced toward . 
the house, fir teTS spotted smoke 

, rising from nd El Bethel M.B. 
Church. They f . nd a piece of tar pa

.,.~ 

per in flames, apparently lit by a cig- . 
arette lighter. .'. ~ ,,' 

Then two white motorists called to 
say they had seen the same person at 
both fires. His name was Vince Ad· . 
ams, 35,' alifelong firebug suspected 
iri dozens of grass tires over the 
years. 'Authorities believe he set the 

· bouse and church dre for sexual ex
citement 

"I've known him,all my Ufe." says 
, Sheriff Buddy Passons., "Mentally, ' 

he's very slow. He's Uke a child. I 
can't imagine him even really under

· standing what race is all about" 
· Scanning the list, one Ands other 
examples that sound more like pyro- . 
mania than race. In Denison. TexaS, 

.' JeRph Martin, 26. purned seven un: , 
occupied buildinpbefore he got to . 

" Victory Baptist Church, and Are mar· , 
shal James Littrell believes he' 

· picked the church by mistake. It 
. . stood ,beside a vacant building. , 

. "He probably got the two buildings
. , mixed up," says Littrell, calling Mar· 
, tin "a classical pyromaniac." ;. 

Pyromania can take other turns, 
· particularly through the ranks of 

, young tirefighters. East of Selma, 
Ala., this year, a rash of grass and 
forest Ares struck the area. Then,on 
Feb. 28, someone torched the New 
Uberty Baptist Church. . 

. It was asafe target. hidden among . 
· the trees a quarter mile up a rutted 
path'off a country lane, a hangout for. 
teens and parkers. Many in the area 
considered It abandoned. Services . 
were held only one Sunday a month. 

Investigators from the sherifl"s de- .' 
partment found that a 19-year-old as

· sistant firefighter in Tyler, Ala.• 
Christopher Deer. bad reported 
three of the grass fires. ''The chances 
of that were like winning the lot· • 
tery," investigator Brett Howard 
said. "We brought him right in." . 

Deer confessed, Howard says, 
charging that Deer had been em
broiled in a fight with his chief and 
acted out of revenge and self-gloriti· 

· cation. Says Howard, "This had abso
lutely notJ:Iing to do with racism. This 
Idd aJdn't·even know.what be was 
burnIrig." ..' . 

Another white Arefighter, 17·year
old Billy Baxley of East HO'l{ellsvUIe.

'. N.C.,_ did know what be was doIng 
· when he tried torching'the Pleasant 
Hill Baptist Church. Though he was 
cbarged with 'arson, authorities and 
the church members accep~ hiS 
word that it wasn't a hate crime. The 
speculation:.He was Inspired by pu~ 
Udty and wanted to be a hero.. . 

When Baxley showed up tor ser· . 
vices last week at the black church. 
DOt tar from his hoine. memberS of 
the congregation said they loved 

. him, while Baxley sat weeping. , 
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prosch, even after a call of inquiryWhen bIliek cburch fires. 	 Arson, ra ism and the from Vice President Gore.
have black suspects 	 battle of oxvUle 

Little Zion: 'They'veNone of these arsons have been 	 The questi n of, race' Complicates , lost their bouse'more devastatinS to the black C9~	 , aimost every urch arson investiga
munity than those set by one of theIr 	 tion these da It has touched off no ,01 the many complexities to the 

· CJ9ID: When, a church annex went up table battles between investigators church-lire controversy· of 1996,
in bmes May 23 in Cerro Gordo" · and church I ders. none have· been more' perplexing N.c.:, smack in one of the trouble' Consider hat's happened at In- than the four fires here in Greene zones, it was hard not to suspect a ra- ' 	 ner aty Olu in KnoXV1lle, TeM-, ,County. where all this started.

· daI motive. ' .. 	 one of the ,black chuiChes They could be pan of a broaderBlJ.t..the::inY.erugatirin'led,to the ar torched in th lasttwo years. Led by . . · conspiracy. Or they might have oth· 
mS~tiJatkbl1ildjng contractors, 	 Charismatic or David"Upton, It er origins. For the congregation and 
_ltmitfJefm ll'BIICldeling the annex. · has acongre tionqf 400, a rad10 &ta- . the pa$tor, thougb. it Is a dUferent
Alleged'motive: to hide that they had 	 tion and a $2 ,000 c:bJldQl"e center. . question. ' .

'. e:a:hausted their money before they . There wa overwhelming evl. Uke thousands of other church-go
lnisbed the work. . · dence this n mIght be radally ers, both black andwbite, who have , "To think that two blacks burned a lost their places of worship, they'remotivated. Itdlurch Is hard to comprehend," says not as concerned about who did ,this, . 8 with a Molo vcocktail made from, U. Jim SWaJrord, a black 6re investi- ' 

. a beer bottle, eroSene and dish tow- as they are about What's next.pttDr: fo1;' Jilsmilton' County, TeM., 
: els. Investigat rsfound 18unexplod- ' On the morning after the Greenswho has found only one such case in , 

his 15 years. "It hurts:" . , ed cocktails' another pan of the boro tire, me_rs pulled up one by
. church. On thouter wall, the arson- one to stare in disbelief at theIn Florence, S.C., three black chil· 

dren,,8ges 7 to 12,.were arrested, but. . , 1st had scrawl racial slurs. ,charred remains. Misty-eyed men. 
dIen released to their parents, for . ' There' was ore. A week before :Women'tugging babies. An old cou
burning New St. Paul's A~olic . 	 the Ire, . te pastor Reggie ple clutching a pair of Bibles. ' 

WhIte, an' -pro. tackle for·' the A few wbite ministers dropped byChurch earlier this month as cover·. 
Green Bay Pa kers, got a· phone call .to offer condolences. Black preachage: of. churcliburnings reached its . 
warning there 'ght bean attack 'of ' .ers from neighboring churches came zenith:"It wasn't a case of these kids 
some kind. Tb church also received , by shaking their heads. A group. ofaeumg the idea ti'om television," a bomb threat. Before the lrebomb- ' women, both black and white, said Florence Police Lt. Peter. 

, lng. police fou d a threatening letter 	 showed up holding hands an~ bOw:Becker. "They were just lOOking for 
circulating ugh the area purpon- . .. lng their heads in prayer.ezdtement.'" , 
edly written b a group called '$kin "1 don't know who did this tbing,"At Hillside Baptist Hickory Church 
heads for WhIt Justice:' 	 · said a subdued Larry Johnson, sher-In Hickory, N.C..,last August, investi- . 

But the Coc ls were found in- · 11 ot nearby Hale County. ''But it's so 

ptors,U'acedthe blaZe to'a black fe sidea lock brick church that sad. All these people. All these men 

male mental patient. No charges and women and c:bJldren who haveofforced entry. Two .were Iled. After an arson,18st No gone through this church.. had been turned on,vember at Lynch Chapel' United . 

meone had to know 	 '.
Methodist Church in Ointon, Miss"', . where they re:' And authorities·authorities arrested a black man and 

found 5-gallon pails of kerosene insaid he set it to disguise a burglary~ ,one of the chu ch wiDg'J. ' He's pleading not guilty; . ' Whatever th ir, reasons, investiga-In whatmay be the most,shocking 
tors have foe their investiption development, The Jackson (TeM.) 
on the chur membership itself.Sun reponed last wee~ that Investi- , They've sub ed church recordsptoTS are focusing on the Rev. Algie 
and questioned all 400 church meln-.Jarrett as a leading suspect in a,ftre 
bers,putting y through lie-detee- ' that destroyed, his Mount Cslvary , 
tor tests. The elitted through I-Baptist Churcli in Bolivar, TeM., on, . 
nanci3l reco questioning churchJan. 31. 1995. · leaders about vel expenses.Jarrett has been an important Ig . The pastor d other black leadure in the black community's c0n ·en are turio Upton says he Willdemnation of the ftres. He met with 
not meet with a thorities "Unless ourClinton and testified ,before the. attorney Is p nt." But investiga.House judiciary committee. . 

· tors have not Changed their ap-· , "'.t don't want to believe it was rac
ism, but you have to wonder," Jarrett 
said thismonth.."Tbere's more rac
ismgoing,on.in'our,country than pe0
ple want to talk about" , ' 

Jarrett vehemently, denled any,
wrongdoing.' . 
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-----urne white. . 

urches,too 
. . 

.But there's no _1'...."'''''''_. of hatred., investigato~ say 
Inds the public (ocus on 'blackBy Lori.Sham 
ehurches undersIaDdable. 
. "I haven't heard of wbite people 

.'Wlth the·nation's attention riveted 

USA TODAY 

suffering from racism In the United 

on.arsons at black churches In the 
 States," says Argue, who Is white, as 

South some people say attacks on . 
 are about 90% ot the members of his 


·white' churches and religion as a 
 organizatfon. ~'Wlth the black .. 
whole are being overlooked. ehurches burnIng. the consCience of

There have been 64 arsons or sus the nation has been stirred." 
. pidous Ires at black churches since: ... .R8.lnbow Coalition president Jesse
Jand, 1995. USA TODAY has found . Jackson says, "Blacks aren't trying to
61 cases of such Ires at wbite take ownership or have a monopoly

·ehurches from Texas to Virginia so on attacks. But historically. black 
far. That number is expected to ehurcll bomb~ have been tor rac
reach 80 when all information bas 
been.reported to state dre marshals. I Ism and political terror." 


"l think that has been missed in . 
 But Riehard Abraham, a black 
, this whole tragic epiSOde," says Ro~ minister from Paducah. Ky.. thinks 

. en Schenck. general secretary of the 
 the focus on raclsril has made black 

National Clergy Council. "We ought church members paranoid while 
to be looking at all churches." alienating wbite churches. 


Federal investigators are now. 
 . . "Everybody Is call1ng It for everY' 
probing every new church ~. re thlng but what It Is," Abraham says.
gardless ot the racial or ethnic make "How many white churches have to
up.of the congregation. '. burn before they can It an attack on

But unlike som~ of the black . the churchr
church Ires, federal Investigators 
say. there bas been no pattern of re- Contributing: Gary Fields and

· dal hatred - or any pattern at all- Deborah Sharp .
in arsons at white churches. . 

RadaIly motivated or· not. the· 

ires at white churches have been 

just as destructive and painful.· . 


II> Since 1992. arsonists have been 

. arrested for setting fire to he wbite 


churches in South carolina.. TWo of 

i;the cases were vandalism; two were 


set to cover up thefts. One man was . 

angry at his mother's frequent 


. church attendance. 
... Investigators also suspect that 


one person or a group ot people at· 

.tacked three Barnwell County. S.c.• 

. churches April 13,- two white and 

one black. In one case, fuel oil was 

poured through vents underneath AI, 

len's Chapel BaptiSt Church•.which 

bas a white congregation. The bl.az.e 

burned itself out after damaging the 

heating and air conditioning system. . 

. "It's very obvious that It was an at· 

tempt to totally burn the church, but 
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