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.	tPresident 
'Decries Fires: ' 

",' At 'Churches 
Clinton IjnksArson 
To 4Racial Hostility,.' 
Supports Legislation .. 

By Dan Morgan 
Wasl!mgtoo POst SW! Writer 

President Clinton yesterday 
blamed "racia1hostility" for a rash of 
churcb burnings in the South and 
said he would support Dew legisla­
tion making it easier for federaJ au­
thorities to prosecute cases involv­
ing arson against places of worship 
as part of a broader effort to fight 
such crimes. 

Less than 48 bours after arson.de- . 
stroyed; a 9&YeaI'''Old wooden sanc­
tuary at a black church in Charlotte. 
N,C.. the president used his weekly, 
radio address to the nation to con­
demn the attacks and outline'a se­
ries of steps to deal with them. 

The Charlotte blaze was at least 
the 30th suspicious fire involvirlg a ' 
southern black church in the last 18 
months. Clinton said that although 
there is, no evidence of a national 
conspiracy. "it is d~ that racial 
hostility is the driving force behind a 
number of these incidents." , 

"T:Jie ll!CeDt and diSturbing rash of . 
crimes, ... harkens back to a dark 
era in Our' nation's history," he said, 
adding later: "This must stop," , 
. With Clinton: were two black min· 
isters whose churches had been vic­
t.imized and the Rev. Joan Bro\l,'D 
Campbell. general secretary of the 
National CoWlcil of Churches. an ec­
umenical group that has been at­
tempting to focus public attention on 
the incidents. 

In May. the council submitted tes­
timony to a congressional committee 
stating that ~7 black and interracial 
churches. had been burned or vandal­
izedsince 1990: . ' 

It also criticized investigators for 
focusing their inquiries too much on 
pastors and' congregations, in some , 
cases asking ministers to take poly- , 
graph tests. '. . " 
. Rev~ Terrence Mackey of Moun~ 

Zion AME Church in GreeleyvilJe. 
S.C.• one of the' two ministers with 
Clinton yesterday. said be believed 
that "by and large I think law en~ 
forcement is doing ,okay in some ca!Io!' 
es."Butbe added:"] don't think they 

, tookii ~ seriously at first. They're 
taking it more seriously now.". .: 

Today,CampbellwiJllead a larger 
. delegation of ministers from burned 

cburcbes' to meet with Attorney 
General Janet Reno and discuss· 
progress on investigations underway 

.and pOssible other steps: . , 
. Monday, the group will see Tr~~ 
stiry Secretary Robert E. Rubin,~ 
whose. jurisdiction includes the Bu; 
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire­

arms, which is ~harged with investi­
gating violations of federaJ arson or 
explosives statutes and assisting '10­
cal authorities with their arson cas­
eS. '. 

More thaD 200federal agents from 
the FBI and the A TF are working 
with state and local authorities to 
solve crimes involving black churcb­
es, Clinton Said. The A TF is stilll0i0k­
ing into 25 ~piciousfires reported 
since the beginning of 1995 in black 
churches in the southeastern United 

. States. .The largest number, six, has 
been in .Tennessee. 
, Seven arrests related to five sepa- " 

, ,rate fires have been made in cases in 
whicb the ATF provided assistance. 

In addition to those 30 fires, the 
ATF b3sruJed seven other fires in' 
black churches in the Southeast 'acci­
dental~,Tbose fires, it detennined. 
were caused by cigarettes. electrical ' 
failures; thunderstorms or vagrants. ' 

Tbe FBI has been investigating 
. possible civil rights violations. or vio­
lations of federal hate crime statutes 
in a number of the fires, and couJd 
bring federal indictments if the inior-' 
mation Warrants it. 

The ATF. meanv.iille, is looking in­
to the arson aspects. Arson cases DOW 
can be brought in federal courts if it is 
shown that a fire has interfered with . 
interstate commerce. ATF officials 
said y~sterday the statute is broad 
enough for them to prosecute church 
and synagogue burnings in federaL 

Reps. Henry j.Hyde (R-m.) and John ' 
Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.) aimed at mak­
ing federaJ prosecution easier. by re­
ducing ambiguities about jurisdiction 
and making it clear that the, burning 
of a church is a federaJ crime even if 
damage is slight. The. House Judiciary 
Committee is to vote Tuesday on the 
bipartisan legislation. '. ' .. . 

Clinton also said that a national 
task force examining the wave of fires 

, will soon report back with rec:omtnen~' 
. dations for other federaJ action. " . 

He said the ATF will be directed to 
contact officials ofblack churcbes 
across the nation about steps they can 
take to' protect 'their churches from 
arson. In addition, the government
will establish a new 24-hour toll-free 
number, 1-888-ATF-FIRE. to take in· 
formation about church fires. . 

NationsBank, wbich has a major 
presence in the southeastern states, 
annoWlcedYeSterday that it will set 
up a $500,000 reward for information 
leading to the arrest of arsonists 
against black churches. . 

Late Friday,Senate Majority lead­
er Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.), Clinton's 
likely 1996 opponent, urged the Jus­
tice· Department and state and local 

, Jaw enforcement agencies to use all 
available resources to solve the 
aimes. 

Administration officia1s reportedJy 
have been stung by complaints from 
church groups and civil rights leaders 
that they have not been aggressive 
enough in investigating the fires and, 
have been 190king for away to high­
light their efforts. 

Mackey said in an interview that he 
was grateful to.the president for tak­
ing time to speak to him yesterday 

, and for speaking up. But he Said other 
ministers had called him to complain 
that FBI and A TF officia1s "are ques­
tioning parishioners of churches and 
pastors and asking them about prob­
lems in the church or if anyone might' 
want to do it. ..• 1 don't feel that any 
parishioners have been involved in 
these fires.· 

Mackey's church bUrned JWle 20, 
1995. The fire initially was ruJed an 
accident by local authorities, but a 
year later two men were arrested af· 
ter trying to pawn the church's public 
address system. 

Mac'key said that during an ar­
raignment, one of the suspects held 

court. All the cases brought so far, 
bowever,.have been in state couits. 

Clinton yesterday. said he would 
support legislation sponsored by 

http:arson.de


uP {KuKlux KlaI1 membership card 

and said he was proud to have it. Both 

men are serving pnson terms, Mack­

ey said.Anew church, rebUilt with in­

surtmcemoney and donations,.will re­

open next week. 


ATF Di!ector John Magaw told the 
House Judiciary Committee Jast . 
month that a local conspiracy was un­
covered in two South Carolina fires. 
But he said the bureau has "not· yet, 

.. and I emphasize not yet, found' any . 
evidence of an interstate .or national 
conspiracy." 

The Justice Department's Civil 
Rights Division repartedlyis prepar­
ing federal'criminal charges against 
two members of a white supremacist 
group in connection with the South. 
Carolina fires, including the one at . 
Mackey's church. 

Staffwriter Pie"e 1"Iwmo.s . 
contributed tolhis rtjKn1. 
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Top Aide DefendS Metlioos in Church 

A:rsOfi'Pi6~' " '. ~l~i~fEt~ ,.... .' ">; 

From News Services 

Federal investigators are committed 
to finding the people responsible for a 
rash of fires at black churches in the. 
SoiItheven if that means giving church 
memberspoIygraph tests and search­

. , ing church records, a top Justice De- . 
partment.officialsaid.yesterday., 

About 30 pastors from'burned.:out 
churches met v.ith' Attorney General 
janet Reno and other officials 'yester- , 

, day to voice their dissatisfaction with . 
federal. state and local inv.estigations, 
""hich they say have focused more on 
the church members and clergy than 
on outSide suspects. 

Reno told the pastors about the 
Church Noon Task Force, ajointef­
fort ofthe Treasury and Justice depart­
ments, which will report to President 
Clinton about the status of the investi­
gations. 

"J'he entire administration is como, 
mitred to putting an end to these fires,' 
and we, will cOntinue to pursue these 
matters vigorously," Re~o said in a 
statement after the meeting. "Acts of 
violence allainst the spiritual centers of 
our communities must.be stopped. We 
will devote whatever r'esources are 
Decessary to solve these crimes.". 

Officials yesterday alSo responded to 
complaints that investigators have un­
fairly made church members targets. 

"Our responsibility is to Solve these 
crimes, and we are determined to do 

.that," Deval L. Patrick, assistant attor­
'ney general for CiVil rights,. said on 
CNN's,j;.ate Edi1!ian~" "That includes 
whatever investigative tools are at'our 
disposal and then some." 

But investigators have made. church 
members targets by requiring poly­
graph tests, issuing subpoenas for 
church records and telling congrega­
tions that everyone is. a suspect, com­
plained the Rev. Mac Charles Jones of 
the. National Council of Chur:hes. The 
New York-based ecumenical group has 
worked to draw attention to the more 
than 30 fires at predominantly black 
southern churches iri the past 18' 
months, . . 

"The sense of dissatisfaction '[among' 
pastors]. is not. around the a.'TlOunt of 
the investigation, but the sense of in­
timidation that they feel from investi· 

, tims have also become the suspectS.'" 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 


·	Firearms has investigated 30 fires ·at . 
chUrcheS' throughout the 'South since 
January 19~5, including two last week 
in ,Charlotte, N.C., and Greensboro, 
Ala., Patrick said. Seven people have 
been arrested in CoMedion with five 
fires, he said. 
, Investigators have not uncovered a 

national' conspiracy behind the fires, 
but Patrick said that such a conspiracy 
could still be found. ' . , 
. "I think we'd be irresponsible, con- . 

sidering the pattern of these crimes, 
the fact that so many of thein have 
been black churches and so many in 
the South, not to consider whether 
they are linked in some way," he said. 
.'. At yesterday's meeting. the pastors 
presented evidence of alleged racist 
motivation for the attacks, which Jones 

'. said could help lead to the uncovering 
, of a national conspiracy. "'We believe it . 

could be regional, it could be state. We 
do know there' is a conspiracy of ideoJo. 

· .:' ..~. -!'J:',~."":":~:" r'•. • ..,.""o:'.,."'=..: .....~·...·~!l"".~~~~ 

gy in whatever Way that you look·at it." 
Jones said, citing similarities in the 
fires. '. . . 

]6nes said the church fires are just a 
symptom of the racial tension in the 
courtW, which he said is as greatas it 
was in the 19505 and '60s;. ". . . 

Last' evening, the paStors attended . 
."a ·service of compassion and. consola­
tion" at Pleasant Lane Baptist Church 
on Capitol Hill. Some brought charred 
'remnants of their churches. 

Spiver Gordon, a Presbyterian dea­
con, .spoke on behalf of several Ala­
bama churches that had been burned. 

· He called on the federal government to 
protect churches the .way it did civil 


· rightS workers in the 19605.· . 

· 1bese are some dangerous· times 


we live in," Gordon said, "and it's time 
for,9ur government to get up and do 
something about it." • 
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I~EWF'EDERAL INITIATIVE dorsed a biII -spOnsored by Repre. " 
sentatives John Conyers ,of Michigan' 

',and Henry Hyde of Illinois that would 
, make it easier for the' Federal Gov­

ernment to assert jurisdiction over 
desecration of churches by lowering· , 

-.) the threshold of propeny damage 

Clinton' 'VOWS 

Greater Effort 
that would constitute a Federal 
crime to $5,000,.from $10,000. 

Officials said the new toll-free'ToHaltFires number, (888) ATF-FIRE(or 888­
283-3473), is to be in operation by , 

, . early next .week.' ,At ChurcheS ',' Over the last six years, the' Gov­
ernment has investigated dozens of 

By TODD S. PURDUM fires nationWide, more than half of 
WASHINGTON, June 8 - Presi­ ,them at predominantly black 

dent Clinton today ordered stepped­ churches. Different Civil rights and 
up Federal efforts to investigate and church groups have compiled vary­
combat the wave of suspicious fires ing tallies, but most of the fires were 
that has swept .at least 30 black in rural areas, and investigation has 
churches in' the South in recent been difficult because there were 
months. The measures include a 24- ' " few if any witnesses and the fires 
hour toll-free number for the public were ,not discovered until the 
to report tips. churches burned to the ground, con­

"We do not now have evidence of a suming forensic evidence. Hundreds 
national conspiracy," Mr. Clinton of Federal, and local investigatots 
said in-his weekly radio address to­ have worked on'the cases,. and ar­
day. "But it is clear that racial hostil­ rests have been made. 
ity is the driving force behind a num­ , But a larger solution has been elu-, 
ber of these incidents. This must sive, and prominent blacks like the 
stop." Rev. Jesse Jackson have blamed a 

On Thursday, the Matthews'-Murk­ . '~cultural conspiracy" that tolerates' 
land Presbyterian Church in Char­ 'racism. The fires have drawn' the 
lotte, N.C., became at least the 30th attention of rights groups because of 
black church in the South to be dam­ the historical legaCy: black, 
aged or destroyed byfire in the last churches were repeatedly attacked 
18 months. during the, civil rights movement of 

While the Assistant Attorney Gen­ the 1950's and 60's. 
eral for Civil Rights,' Deval' L. Pat­ , . Mr.' Clinton recalled that legacy 
rick, has characterized the fires as ,today, saying: "We must never allow 
"an epidemic of terror," he and oth' that to happen again. Every family 
er officials have so far found no has a right to expect that when they. 
evidence of national or regional con- walk into a church or synagogue or 

, spiracies to link them. , mosque each week, they will find a 

, But a coalition of church and ,civil house of worship; not the charred 


fights groups h'as pressed for height­ , remnants of a hateful act done by 

ened Federal involvement, and Mr. cowards in the night." 

Clinton vowed "to do everything in A coalition of groups, including the 

my power to get to the bottom of National Council of Churches and the 

these church burnings as quickly as Center for Constitutional Riglits, is to 

possible." He asked a joint task force meet, with Attorney General Janet 

from the Justice and Treasliry De­ Reno on Sunday to discuss the status 

panments to advise him of any new of Federaleffons. 

actions ,the Government can take. 

, At the same time, Mr. Clinton or­

dered the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac­

. co and Firearms to visit Southern 

. churches and inform them of any 


addItional steps they might take to 

protect their property. He also en­

'~,."~ 
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pureh Sues extremiJt·GrollP.Qver Fire 
New Frontls Opened in Atta~kon A,n'ti-BlackArsonsin th~ S.outh 
i!' .. ;.'" • ~. . . • 

...r' " 
i/'By RONALD SMOTHERS 
i~ATl.ANTA,June 7 - Broadening 
~effort.s to stop a spate of fires In 
blatt churches acrosslhesouth, a 
~ Carolina church filed suit to­
(lay again~t a white supremacist ' 
prQUpover one such, arson Jastyear. 
, ·'Pederal agencies, responding to 
j;:omplaints from civil rights groups, 
'~;e !nve~!jgating more than two doz­
en tires at small churches with black 
~regations, The Civil Rights Div.i- ' 
'sloo of the Justice Department IS 
~reparing Federal criminal charges 
"i,!ill',s', "';0 members of thesuprem­,cist group, who are being held in 
tonnection with the fire and one oth· 
~r arson at a black church,law en­
jorcemem otiicials'said: 
• But the ciVil suit, tiled by the Ma­
tedonia Baptist Church. against the 
~,'t1hristlan Knights of the Ku Klux 
lOan. based in North Carolina. un­

,aheaths another weapon to stop the ' 
',ftres: lhe possibility of, criPpling 
Camage awards against' ()rganlza­
bODS that advOCate Violence against 

·~Jacks. said MorriS Dees. head of the 
Southern Poverty Law Center. which 
Is representing the church. 

· ~ The Jawsuit. filed in South Carolina ' 
'state court. is likely to be the first of aseries, RandolphScott-McLaugh­
lItivice president of the Center for 
Co~stitutional Rights. which is work­
Ing with the National Council of 
Churches and the Atlanta-based Cen­
\er: :for Democratic Renewal to stop 
\he ''Church burnings, said his group 
"a.!! planning a n\lmber of similar 
eivil,suits; he said he hoped that ,they 
~l:Ilunearth,lnformationin,depOsl:' 
Ue'~ and other pretrial procedures 
Clrat'could aid additional criminal 
'Dro$ecutlons. . . .
1: II 9utthe.reitJ,point Is that if. Klans­
Jriinand Nazis, find their property' 
tle<lup In litigation they will be less 
Ukely to engage In these acts," he 
said. "The American way Is that If 
you want people to change their con· 
duci; then make them pay. for it." , 
, Twelve people have 'been arrested 

qr . convicted. in the church arson 
cases over the last year or so, but 
little has turned up so far showing a 
D?r$piracy connecting all or most of 

. " 

·tbe.1Ires. This weekend,' ministers 

, 

. 

r~ a number of the burned . 
dlurches are to meet ,Attorney Geil. . 
~~ Janet Reno and Treasury Se<:re­
~r;y Robert E. Rubin,. who oversees 
~ .Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
·f.l~arms•. to, among . other things., 
Mpres5 concern about the slow pace 
~ the investigations, . ,.'" , ,:~:,thile law-enforcement ligencies 

try determine whethfr there Is a' 
wide conspiracy, many civil rights 
leaders worry that a narrow focus on 
the unvarnished racism'· of hate 
groups Is misplac~,The Rev, Jesse 
Jackson and Deval Patrick, head of 

'the Justice Department's Civil 

Rights'Divlslon, have said the burn­

Ings may be a product of "general 

atmosphere" rather than of a partic­

ular group's actions, Mr. Jackson 


..said atmosphere was created in part " • 
',; by the. conservative agenda of the' ", 

Republican-controlled Congress and 
rulings in civil-rights and voting­
rights cases by the Supreme Court.' 

"It seems that the blue suits are 
engaging in anti-civil rights propa­
ganda and legislation in Congress, 
and the black robes are handing out 
restrictive rulings In the courts, and 
the white sheets are doing the burn" 
lng," Mr. Jackson'said. ",There is a 
kinship among these things," 

In South Carolina last month Rep­
resentative James E. Clyburn, the 

state's only black fP.ember of. Con· 
gress and a Democrat from the ~ 
lunibla area, blasted Representative. 
Bob Inglis, a conservative South Car­
olina Republican for traveling Into, 
his district to hold a news conference 
at the scene of the Greeleyville 
church ,fire. Mr: Inglis, a meniber of 
the House Judiciary Committee" 
whiCh was to hold hearings on the 
fires. made the Investigative trip 
with cameras in tow without giving 
Mr. Clyburn the usual courtesy 
among congressmen of informiilg' 
him or inviting him, 

"He came here oppoSing, church 
burnings while votine aeain!;t affir­

• . 

maUve- action and for 'the"CC;ntr;;~t ' 
. with America in Washington," said 
Mr. Clyburn. "Every time I look 
around the right-wing Republicans 
are trying to make hay on the race 
issue to seek headlines," 

Mr. Inglis conceded that it was a 
mistake to not notify and Invite Mr., 
Clyburn . to the hearing and . press 
conference, but also Insisted that his 
outrage was genuine and he had a 

right to express It. He said that he 
saw no contradiction between oppos­
ing affirmative action and speaking 
out against the church burnings. "It 
seems that If you speak out you are 
grandstanding and If you don't you 
are compllcit," he Said. "This Is mor­
al arrogance on the part of liberals." 

Nelson Rivers,. the' ,southern re­
gional director of the .N.A.A.C.P. 
which was the first group to call fora 

,coordinated Federal investigation of 

, , the fires, said that his group has been 


warning black pastors that short of 

: being "territorial and small·mind­
ed" they should be careful "not to 
take any hand that Is offered" in 
assistance. . 

"We have to be careful that the 
church bummg Issue' does not' be­
come.a Trojan Horse to allow groups 
which are anti-African-American, 
anti-poor and anti-dlverslty from be­
ing seen in a favorable light In our 
communities," he said. 

The suit flied today grew out, of 
fires at two small black churches: 
the June 21 burning of the Macedonia 
Church in the rural Bloomville area, 
southeast ofSumter, and a fire the' 
day before at the Mt, Zion A.M.E, 
Church in Gr~leyvi11e. S.C., several 

. miles to the east. Within two weeks 
local investigators had arrested 
Timothy A. Welch. 23, and .Gary C. 
Cox, 22 and charged them with arson 
and trespass in both fires. 

Several 'months later a former 
member of the Christian Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan and an associate of 
the two men said that they had been 
members. of the group and, had at­
tended rallies at which black 
churcheswere denounced as places 
where people learned how to get' on' . 
public assistance. About a month be­
fore the Macedonia fire, a flier de­
picting a hooded Klansman and a 
skull and crossbones, With the date 



, . and location of an upcoming Klan 
rally, was tacked to the church door. churches to show that the time ~hen ' , 

Mr. Dees, whose nonprofit educa-· '.~white Southern churches stoOd si~ 
" 

tion and legal group, based in Mont­ , lent in the face of blatant intolerance 
"gomery; 'Ala., monitors white su­ has long passed." . 
premacist groups, said the Christian In a Clarksville, Tenn., case which . 

. Knights were founded In 1985 in Mt. Mr. Scott;McLaugh(in and the New 

Holly, N.C., by VirgUGritfin, 52, a York·based Center for Constitutional 

longtime Klan activist who 'was ac· " ~I~hts .are reviewing for a possible 


. quitted in the 1979 killing of fi:v~ anU- • ,CIVil SUit, there is a link between the 

Klan demonstrators in Greensbon" White Aryan Faction and the four 

N.C. The group is known forits}n. people convicted in the firebombing 

f1ammatory rhetoric and ,for fre· . ofa black family's home, the burning 

quent small marches in whlcJiinem­ , of a black lodge and the conspiracy . 

bers are decked out in the traditional , to burn a black church. Testifying In 

robes and peaked caps of the KJan. 


At the time of thel r. arrest, accord- " 

. 'J anuarY' at th~'sentenCing:of theing to court papers in the suit by the 
local leader of the group, John Jason ,church, Mr. Welch was carrying a 
Bakeilbus, Federal investigators told 
of how he recruited young white men cnnstlan Knights membership card 

,in Clarksville to "protect the white and Mr. Cox was living with Arthur 
race" and engage In violent actsHaley, a well-known member of the almed at blacks. ' . 

group. Mr. Haley has since left the 
"There Is a racist conspiracy to group and reportedly has been aiding harm blacks and It may not be na· , J='ederal investigators who are con. tlonal, but it is more than just two orsldermg Federal criminal charges three people," said Mr. Scott-Mc­against the two men. 

Laughlin. :'It's all driven by theIn addition to filing the suit today 
same racist Ideology that is afoot In ,Mr. i?ees sentletters to the Souther~ " the land." ",

Baptist Convention, the largest white . 

Baptist denominiltlon, with 15 million 

members, urging them to assist in 

the rebUIlding of the burneH black 


, '. 

) rson Strikes Black Church, 30th in 18Months 
CHARLOTTE, N,C., June 7 (AP) Investigators said the fire had found no evidence of a national 

- Arson destroyed a 93-year-old been set. They did not say how. racist conspl,racy. 
wooden sanctuary, the 30th fire at "We won't say it's cOMected to ',In Washington, President Clin­
a Southern black church in the last the series of fires," said Mark Lo- : ton was asked at a news'confer­
year and half, Federal investiga­ gan, agent in charge for the . Fed- ence about the Charlotte fjre and 
tors said, but they stopped ,short of ',eral Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco the fires .atother black churches. 
linking the Thursday night fire and Firearms,"but'we're just gei- "All I can tell you right now," Mr. 
night to. the previous' burnings. . ting information from the scene." Clinlonreplied, "Is we are working 

The building, on the grounds of The bureau said its open cases of very hard to get to the bottom of 
the Matthews-Murkland Presby­ arson include six black churches this." 
terian Church. was used only to that have been burned in Tennes- The Charlotte church Is nestled 
store old, pews. TI,e mostly black, see, five each in Louisiana, South Into seven acres in an affluent, 
1i5-member congregation worship Carolina and Alabama, four In predominantly white neighbor­
in a new building .100 yards away. North Carolina, three In Mlssissip- hood. 

The congregation was planning pi, and one 'each In Virginia and The Rev. Larry Hili, . the 
to renovate the building for pOSSi­ Georgia. church's minister, said he had re­
ble use as ,a wedding chapel. Five peoplE! have been arrested celved no threats. "It's painful to 

Church leaders estimated the in ~onnecUon with the other fires. ' see things like this still happening' 
loss at $150,000. ' Authorities have said they had In 1996," he said. > 
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fi!upliry Is HarassingParishioner~, Pastors ofBurned 
., Churches Say 


WASHINGTON, June 9 (AP) 
. Federal investigators are committed 

to finding ttie People responsible for 
dozens of firesl at blac\t churches in 
the South,even if that means giving 
church members lie-detector tests 
and searching church records, a top 
Justice Department offiCial said to-' 
day_ '.' 

About 30 pastors from burned 
churches met with Attorney General 
Jane! Reno and other officials today 
to voice dissatis'faction.with Federal, 
state and local investigations, which 
they say have focused more on the 
members of the churches and the 
clergy toan on outside suspects. But 
DevaJ L. Patrick, Assistant Attorney 
General for Civil Rights, said today 
on the CNN program "Late Edition" 
that investigators would take all the 
steps they thought were necessary. 

"Our respon~ibility is to solve 
these crimes, and we are determined 
to do that," Mr. ·Patrick said. "That 

· includes whatever investigative tools 
are at our disposal, and then some." 

At the meeting, Ms. Reno told the 
pastors about the Church Arson Task 
Force, a joint effort of the Treasury 
and Justic~ Departments' that will 
report to President Clinton on the 
investigations into the fires. 

"The. entire Administration is 
· committed to putting an end to.these 
fires," Ms. Reno said in a statement 
aftenhe meeting, "and we will. con­
tinue to pursue these matters vigor­

· ously." . . 
At a news conference to be held on 

Monday, Justice and Treasury offi­
cials are expected to describe ways, 
to prevent church fires. 

At the meeting; officials answered 
complaints that . investigators had 
unfairly made church members tar­
gets.' ' .. 

The Rev. Mac Charles Jones; asso­
ciate general secretary for racial· 
justice at the the National Council of 

Churches,said today on CNN. that 
. investigators had required lie-detec­
tor tests of church members, issued 
subpoenas for, church' record~' and 
told congregations that everyone 
was a suspect. 

"The sense of dissatisfaction Is not 
around the amount of the investiga­
tion, . but the sense of intimidation 
that they feel from investigators," 
said Mr. Jones; whose ecumenical 
group has worked to draw attention 
to the dozens of fires at predominant­
ly black' Southern' churches in the 
last 18 months. "They feel that they 
are the targets of the investiga'tion. 
What has happened is th.e victims 
have also become the suspects." . 

Mr. Plltrick said he hoped that this 
afternoon's meeting with the pastors 
would lead to a better understanding. 
"It's .Incumbent on our investigators 
.to be sensitive," he said, while also 
remaining "vigorous." 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 

and Firearms has open cases on 30 
. church fires throughout the South, 
including a fire last week In Char­
lotte, N.C., and another in Greens­
boro, Ala. 

Investigators have not uncovered 
a . national conspiracy behind the 

: fires, but Mr. Patrick said that such 
a conspiracy might still be found. 

"I think we'd be irresponsible, con­
sidering the pattern of these crimes, 
the .lact that so many of them have 
been black churches and so many in 
the SOuth, . not to consider whether 
they are linked 'in some way," Mr. 
Patrick said. 

The National Council of Churches 
planned a nondenominational wor­
ship service at a church near Capitol 
Hill after the meeting at the Justice 
Department. which was closed to re­
Porters. Pastors tram burned-out 
churches came to' tell their stories 
during the service, some bringing 
.charred remains from the fires. 

1 
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Ministers Angry 

Over u.s. Probe 

of Church Fires 


. -
BrROBERT A. ROSENBLAIT 
Tr~lES STAFf WRITER 

. WASHI~GTO!\-Ministers of 
pret;lominantly black churches that 
ha\'e been damaged or destroyed in 
a string of arsor. attacks told Atty, 
Gen, Janet Reno on Sundav of their 
anger and frustration with" the pace' 
of the in\'estigation and the attitude, 
c.:" s,:,r:-.~ of the law enforcement 
agents v:o~kir;g on the cases, 

After the meeting with Reno and 
other top Ju,:tire Department .offi-' 
rials: the Re\·. ;"1ac Charles Jones of 
::r.e ::';ct~jona: Cou:1cil of Churches 
complained that in\'estigators haye 

, ir.terrogat ~d p,,;:tors and church 
n';err;bf;~ ,,3 E.t-h{y Were responsi. 
\;lIe for the fires. 

"The me"saFe from the pastors is 
that the frust~ation leyel is ,'ery 
high-peop!e are becoming less' 
and less patient." said the Rev. 
JO,an Brown Campbell: general 
'secretary of the::'; ational Council of 
Churches, a \e\\' York-based eCu­
mer.ical group that organized the 
ministers' trip ;0 \\"ashir,gton and a 
t\\,o·cia:: ;:pr:e- of e\'ents to draw 
r;~t;o:-; l h:te:-.tion to the 18­
month-old series of church 
burnings. 

In\"e~tigato;s haye used pol\"­
graph te';::·" demanded church 
financlal rE'Cord~ and conducted 
widespread. ~uestioning of church 
members. according to the council. 

The acministration insists that 
5uchtactics a;'e essential. . 

"Our respons;bility is to soh'e 
the;:e crimes. and we are deter·· 

'mined to do that:'De\"al L. Patrick. 
aS5jsta::! atwrr.ey general for ciyil 
right:::. said on CX\"'s "Late Edi­
tion," "Tl'i~.t includes whate,'er 
inyesligatiw' tools are at our dis--, 
posed ar.d ther. ;:ome." 

Clmtor. adrr:inistratiori officials. 
insi::ted that they are working hard 
on inyestigating the more than 30 

. unsolyed burnings. "We are abso­
lutely. posili\'eJy and to our soul 
con:mitted tosol\'i::g these 
crimes," Patrick said at a news 
cO:.fere:-,cf outside the Justice 

Department. 
The latest fire occurred Thurs­

. day in Charlotte, N,C., wh~n a 93­
. year-oldbuilding on the grounds of ' 
the ;Matthews-Murkland Presby­
terian Church burned. , 

Reno, who did not appear at the 
news conference, said in a prepared 
statement: "Acts of violence 
against the spiritual centers of our 
communities must be stopped: We 
will devote whatever resources are 
necessary to sol ve these crimes. " 

Patrick acknowledged the com­
plaints of the ministers in diplo­
matic language, The ministers "ex­
pressed to us a very deep concern' 
about the vigor" of the investiga­
tion. he said. . . 

None of the ministers 'whose 
churches have burned would talk 
with reporters after the brief neWS 
conference, which was conducted 
ina pouring rain. "We have been 
instructed to make no statements at 
this time," one said. 

The ministers will meet today 
with Treasury Secretary Robert E. 
Rubin. The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, which has 
scores of agents working on the 
investigation, is partof the Trea­
sury Department: ", . 

Reno told the ministers that the 
administration has '''formalized'' its 
church arson task force, which will 

'be led by top officials, from the 
Treasury and 'Justice departments 
and w.ill include FBI Director Louis 
J, Freeh and ATF Director John 

. McGaw, 
The inquiry is now the Justice 

Department's biggest civil rights 
investigation and one of .its largest 

criminal inquiries. More than 200 
federal agents from the FBI and the 
ATF, as well as state and local 
inYestigators, haye been working 
on the cases for months. 

There were 16 church burnings 
last year and there have been 34 
this year at black churches in Ala­
bama,. Georgia, Louisiana, ~1issis­
sippi. New Jersey, Kew York, 
North Carolina, South Carolina. 
Tennessee and Virginia. Tennessee 
has had eight incidents. and South 

. Carolina has had five, 
. Arrests have been made in 11 
. fires, an~ two were classified as 
accidents. :' . 

Many of the pastors and the 
leaders of the National Council of 
Churches, which has 33 denomina­
tions ,as members, suspect that the 
burnings are the work of white 
supremacist groups. 

"These are not isolated incidents 
but rather domestic terrorism and 
intimidati·on of whole 

communities," ,said Jones, minister 
of St. Stephen s Baptist Church in 
Kansas City, Mo, . 

Many of the more than 30 minis­
ters who met with the attorney 
general Sunday have received 
death threats, said Carol Fouke, a . 
spokeswoman for the council. 

The National Council of 
Churches plans to announce today 
a campaign to provide $1 million to 
help rebuild the damaged churches. 

http:atwrr.ey
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'iChurch' 
fire probe ,

intensified .. ' 

By Gary Fields 

USA TODAY , 


Pressured, by the_ors of 

burned churches, the Clinton 

administration promJsed SUD­

day to intensify its probe into a 

string of arsons at 31 black 

,churches since JanuaJy 1995. 

Attorney General Janet 

R~no met for 1~ hours Sunday 

WIth .38 Qlinlsters of black 

churches damaged or de~ 


, stroyed by Ire or vandalism. 
"We Will devote whatever 


resources are necessary to, 

solve these crtmes," Reno said 

after the meeting. , .:" 

, About 200 agents are now as- ' 

signed to the investigation. 


"We get 'we're working , 

we're working.' but they aren't 

findi.ng much," said the Rev. ' 

Damel Donaldson of Salem ' 

Baptist ,Church In Tennesse. 


R~no's commitment, and a 

Saturday speech by President 

Qinton. come on the heels of 

another arson Ire in, North 

Carolina on Thursday. 


, .. 

The mi~ers, brought to 
Washington 'by the National 
Council of Churches, com­
plained that investigators were 
focusing on church' members 
and were 'reluctant to coDsider 
race as a motivating factor. 

, Today, the coundl will re­
, , lease a report suggesting the 

majority of the Ires are linked 
to white supremacist groups. 

In his speech, Qlntonac­
knowledged that racism is a 
factor and said to "Igbt back" 
the administration has: • 

'" Opened a ,toU-free hot line 
for tips: 1-888-ATF-F1RE. 

'" Supported legislation to, 
make it easier to prosecute 

, church arsons. ' 
'" Created a new FBI super-'

viSory job that Will focus solely 
on the church arsons. 

'" Agreed to form a special
task force that will report back 
to the president. , 

The pastors today visit Con­
gress and meet with Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin, wbo 
oversees the Bureau of AlCOo' 
hOi, Tobacco and Firearms. 

http:findi.ng
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Frustratioll()Ver church fires

, ' . 

Iriyestigators,' . : 

struggling·for . 

.trust, answers 

By Gary Fields 
USA TODAY 

nlence'store worker 'WIlo may have sold 
the kerosene used In the Ire.. 

Tron Brekke, the FBI's CIvil RJgbts 
.section chief, says even be's fl'ustrated 
that more cases aren't solved• 

Federal agents oleredrewan:ls In 
Greene County, one of the" nation's poor­
est "We basically got nothing," be says. 

Nationwide, nearly $200,000 In re­
, wards bas been olered by groups rang­
ing frOm law enforcement to: the 01rts­
tlan Coalition. The ATF has opened a 
hot, line -:- 1-888-ATF-FlRE -,that Is 

, statred 24 houm a day, seven days. a 

week to receive tips. , 


For the ATF, the 100 agentspartid· ' 
pating make up nearly 6% of Its force. ' 
The ATF is spending $180,000 a week 
on the Investigation, the Iftb largest In 

. Its 23-year history. It bas qents working , 
12· to 14-bour days. , . 
. Agents are' extensively using Ue de­
tector tests and sophisticated crime 
labs. They're also checking ilDandal re­

. cords and Insurance polides, a neces­

sary but touchy ~ some pastors teel 

unfairly targeted. . 


But even with, these aggressive tac­
tics, church am>nS are dlmcult to solve 
because the evidence bums In the 
crime and, since the churches are rural, . 
there usUally are no .witnesses other . 
than the amonJsts. The cases aredr~ 
cumstantial. 

Jim cavanaugh, the agent In charge 
of the investigations In Alabama and 
Mississippi. says the Investigations In 
Bollgee, Ala. - where' three churches 
burned - have been "really tough" be­
cause the churches were "burned to the 
slab," leaving little evidence. ' 

Investigators say only 16% ot church 
arsons are solved. Proving the more se­
rious charge of dvil rights violations 
and conspiracy Is even tougher. ' 

There have' been .arrests ,In ave 
church Ires and convictions In two of 
those cases. Convicted were tbree 

, drunken white racists wbo burned 
Friendship Baptist Church and Canaan 
African MeL'lodist Episcopal Church,· 
both in rUral Tennessee. 

"We are absolutely. positively and to 
our soul committed to SOlving these 
crimes,": !'-Ciid ·Patrick. "Those who are 
out there who are perpetrating these 
crimes and have not yet been calJght, 
rest a$ured: We will catch you." 
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.Churcll campUs, said she doesn't under­
stand why anyone would want to burn ARSONISTS' fRAil " '. the 92-year-old clapboard structure.
iNAACP'··( .. s "I've never seen a problem solved by . 
 . Thirty-one black Chu~ In the South

hate," said Funderburk, whose great­
 haw been set ablaze by arsor1sts since
grandparents also went to Matthews Jan. 13. 1995. ac:cording to USA TODAY 
Murkland. "I feel sorry for the ones thatleader calls research. Investigators say they have not 
did it I'll say a prayer for them." found evidence of a national conspiracy 

although some fires appear to be related: 
. whO lives nearby, placed a flower on .. 

Melanie Sldnner, a wbltewoman 
Arrests have been made in five fires. eon:. 
victions haw been 88QJred In two·cases.for show· the steps of the burned building before 
The churches:attending Sunday morning churchser­ Alabamavice with her mother and sister. "Peo­ Mt. Zion Baptist, BolIgee .

ple who do this have .not only. not·ofunity UttIe ML Zion Baptist. Boligee 
.achieved their objective, but theybring Mt. Zoar Baptist, Boligee • 


By Bob Twigg . people ~Ioser together," Skinner said. 
 New Liberty Baptist, Tyler 
Rising Star 8aptI$t, Graensboro 

HiD, who.has been at the ChU~ for 
USA TODAY . . . 

Georgia 
Gay'sHili Baptist, Millen19 months, carried the same meSsage In .CHARLOTTE,. N.C. - National Louisianahis sermon to Skinner and others. ..r:zAACP chairwoman Myrtie Eve~WI1· Cypress Grove Baptist, ZacharyCIting Bible passages and the work ofhams Jed a symbolic.march Sunday to Sweet Home Baptist, Zachary . . civil rights activists like the Rev. Martin ..tbe.cbarred remainsiof..ablack church Thomas Chapel Benevolent SoC.• Zachary 

feJl~\\"Ship hall; calling a .Luther King .Jr. and Rosa Parks, befor stand St. Charles Baptist, Paincourtvilleurged them to focus on good, not evil. St. Paul's Free Baptist. BakeragalDst a rash of similar arsons at Nearly all of the church's 300 seatS MIs....tppl .ch.urches throughout the South.· . 
filled., About of ~t. Paul AM£. HatleyThe fire. Thursday night at the for­ were one-third the 

crowd New ML Zion BaptIst, Rulevillemer sanctuary of Matthews Murldand was whJte, including deacOns 
EI Bethal, Satartia .from across the city. . •Presbyterian Church was the 31st arsOn Northcaroltna"Show the arsonist we are not defeat­at. a black. Southern church In 18 Mt. Tabor Baptist, Cerro Gordo.ed, we have not retreated and we will~onths. ~o,sinks hav,e be~n found, but Matthews-Murkland, Char10ttenot be seated," Hill said. "We're going tolD~Ons are continuirig; Mt MoriahBaptist, Hillsboroughget up. We're going to stand together." South Carolina ...The church burnings all have such Later, he .~xplained that be was de­ ML Zion AME. WilliamsbUrg County.negative connotationS," Eve~Wjl1lams termined to reach for a positive chord. . Macedonia BaptiSt, ManningsaJd. "The wordS hate, injustice and evil "In the back of your mind you have the· St. John.Baptlst,Lexington County 

.notion It looks like a racial crime," he
.all say exactly what Is happening." . 

Rosemary Baptist, BamwenNoting that the NMCP will hold Its Effingham Baptist, Effingham.said. "I have to ~Jow my greater goodnational convention in Charlotte In July Tenne.... .to come out."she called for unity among people of ali Johnson Grove Baptist, Bens 
races, gender and religions. "11 we don't Macedonia Missionary Baptist. Denmar1< 
work together, there Is a very gOod Friendship Baptist, ColUmbia 

canaan African Methodist Episcopal, C0­
Agroup of about 50 people joined the 

chance we'll all be deStroyed." 
lumbia . 
Mt. Cslvery.. Baptist. Hardeman Countylate-afternoon march. to the small 
Salem Baptist, Gibson County. burned building. where strips of black- . Inner City, Knoxvilleened ~ooctglistened in fh~:bright sun. Mt.Pleasant Baptist. T1grett

Pastor'llarryHill told Eve~Williams Virginia . 

that area' ministers plan to Tesurrect 
 GloriOuS Church of God, Richmond 

. two of ~ diarred boardS to make "8 
symbolie~." For now; however, the 

. b?aTdS are a symbol' of problems In a 
CIty of 446,000 that had been bll1"Sting 

.with pride over its racial harmony and 

recent·gro\\1h, Inc1uditig two new pro­

. fessiona] sports!eams. . 

''We did not want this church burn­


Ing." Mayor Pat McCrory saJd. "We are 

not proud ofthis churc.Q burning." 


Rep. Sue Myrick, a Republican 

whose congressional district includes 

.the church. said, "Thing;; like this don't 

.happen in Charlotte . 


Franc.es Funderburk,. who lives 

acrO$· the street from· the seven-acre . 
 ·It· 

http:Franc.es
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~linton .VOWS tofigllt ~~~n in 

Southemblack churches


'" 

'Backs bill to eaSe 
U.S. juriSdiction' 
By Warren P Strobel 
THE WASHINGTON TU"es 

Pnisicicnt Clinton promised yes­
terday that the federal govern­
ment wili fight b;iCk aggressively 
against a rash of suspicious fires 
at black churches throughout the " 
South which he said "harkens back 
to a dark era in our nation's his­
tory" 
. In his weekly radio address, Mr. 
Clinton announced his support for 
legislation that would make it eas­
ier to bring federal prosecutions 
against those who attack houses of " 
worship. 

He said the federal Bureau ,of 
Alcohol, Thbacco ahd Firearms' 
will distribute information to 
churches about how they can pro· 
tect themselves from arson, and 
the ATF has established a tolHree 
hot line to collect tips for inves­
tigatiJlg the crimes. The telephone 
number is 1-888-ATF·FIRE. 

Finally, the president said he 
has ordered a task force composed 
of Justice, 'Ireasury, ATF and FBI 
officials to report back on new 
ways of combating the wave of 
attacks on black churches. 

At least 30 houses of worship in 
the South have been destroyed or 
damaged by fire in the last 18 
months. Tennessee has seen the 
largest numher of such fires. 

The latest attack took place last 
week~ when the histoi-ic wooden 
sanctuary of the Matthews-Murk; 
land Presbyterian Church in Char­
lotte, N.C., burned to the ground: 
On Monday, a black Baptist church 
in Alabama was destroyed by fire . 

. In the North Carolina case, ATF 
investigators said that. while the 

. fire in the unused' structure was 
deliberately set, ther have no evi· 

:dence linking. it to the other fires. 

, .' ~. 

"We do not now have evidence of 
a natio~al conspiracy," the presi- ' 
dent S8Jd yesterday, "but it is clear 
that racial hostility is the driving 
force behind a number of these 
incidents. This must stop." '. . 

Of those arrested so far in con· 
nection with the fires, two indi- . 
viduals are known mEmibers of the' 
Ku Klux Klan, he noted. 

Mr. Cliliton compared the re-' 
cent wave of 'attacks on churches 

.' to those that occurred in the 1950s 
and 1960s in res'ponse to the civil 
rights movement,. including the 
1963 bombing of the 16th Street 
Baptist Church in Birmingham, 

. Ala., which killed four children. 

. "Every family has a right to ex­
• pect that when. they· walk, into a 
church or synagogue or mosque 
each week they will find a house of 
worship, riot the charred remnants 
of a hateful act done by cowards,in 

, the night," he said. . ' 
"As president. 1 am determined 

, to do everything in my Power to get , 
to the bottom of these church 
burnings as quickly as possible," 
he sai';. "We will devote whatever 
resources are necessary to solve 
these crimes." .1\\'0 hundred ATF 
and FBI agents are helping local 
authorities investigate, he said. 

" The bill Mr. Clinton is backing, 

,called the Church Arson Preven­

tion Act of 1996, clarifies federal 


jurisdiction over attacks on reli­
gious property. "I look forward to 

l working with Congress to make it 
. even stronger;' he said of the mea­
. sure, sponsored by Reps. Henry 
Hyde, Illinois Republican, and 
John Conyers, Michigan Demo­
crat. 

But some local officials believe 

,. .. 

they are best equipped to handle 
the problem. "We think we have 
the best local police department 
and fire department to solve who 
did this and how it was set," Char-' 
lotte Mayor Pat McCrory told 
CNN, ' 

Thirty-eight ,black ministers 
from the burnp,t! chnrchero; are in ' 

. Washington and will meet with At­

torney General Janet Reno today 


. and with lTeasury Secretary Roo­

ert Rubin tomorrow. 

1\\'0 of them, the Rev. Thrrance 
Mackey. pastor of the Mount Zion 
AME Church in Greeleyville, S.C., 
and the Rev. Alvin Anderson, pas­
tor of the FriendshiD Missionarv 

Baptist Church in Columbia, 
Thnn., were in the Oval Office as 
Mr. Clinton spoke. 

I "We are happy the .president is 
standing behind us ·on this one:' 
Mr. Mackey told repon;ers. 

• This story is based in part on 
wire service re'Oorts. 
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Attqrney General Janet Reno meets with pastors and officials of '. . 
burned-out black churches yesterday at the Justice Department. 

I '. _ ..', 
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,,Clintons 
fiery memory 
disputed'in . 
Arkansas 
By Joyce Price .' 

and Warren P Strobel 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

President Clinton, who en­

dorsed an aide's assertion that 

Republicans deserVe an apol­

ogy for tQe FBI files fiasco,' 

has annoyed home-state Dem­

ocrats who say he has falsely 


. accused Arkansans' of torch­
ing black churches. 


After severa), A:rkanSans, 

including the steite historian 

and leaders of several black 

organizations, disputed Mr. . .' . . ..,.. ' South .. The president announced 

Clinton'S "vivid and painful raiser In San Fr~CISCO, offered, legislation to increase federal pen-

memories" of church burn­ amended rec:oUec~lOns. ,. alties for church arson. His ad­
ings in Arkansas, ~he presi­ uThe ·presldent s rt;COllectlon IS libbed remarks stung his home-
o' 

dent backed down.' that there wert; bu"':'Jl~s of ,some state constituents. . . 

Mr. Clinton said through a ~lack communInr bull~gs,!fl ~e . "I've never known of a black 


spokeswoman yesterday that SOs when he was a child, ~Id church being burned in Arkansas," 

. he could not recall any fires at Mary Ellen Glynn, deputy Whi~e John Ferguson, director of the Ar­

black churches in Arkansas House press secretary. She ~d kansas History Commission, told 

but did remember fires at the president tho~ght the f,lres the Democrat-Gazette. 

';black community buildings;' may haye occurred m Hot Sprmgs.. .' Former Arkansas state Sen. 


or HOXIe. .' , . 'Jerry Jewell, who served as ain the state. He did inot identify ~er~ver the ~Ires were, .~r. member or branch president of them. . Chnton recalled It as very VIVid . 	 the state NAACP from 1959 until . Mr. Clinton responded to ques-' and painful .... Miss Glynn said. 	 1973,said he could not recollect tions from The Washington Times Meanwhile. a group o~ black any church burnings. prompted' by a report in the Ar­ ministers whose churches m other Reached yesterday, Mr. Jewell,kansas Democrat-Gazette in Little. states have been torch~d told 	 said he recalled an incident "when Rock yesterday that there was no Attorney General Janet Re~o ye~-	 a person shot into the home of Rev.record of any . Arkansas black terday that they have been mt1m~-	 w.T. Keys [a black minister] in EIchurches being burned during the' dated by: law enforcement offl-	 Dorado. That must have been in fight for civil rights in the South. , cial~. . . ' , ' . 	 the' '60s." .. .Jim Johnson, a retired' state Su- . "The pastors were' ~bsolu~ely 'Curtis Sykes, chairman of Ar­preme Court justice and longtime concerned. that . t~ese .Investlga- kansas' Black History, Advisory nemesis of the governor, se~t a , Hons have turned ~to l~ter:oga,: 	 Committee _ a post he was ap­letter to Mr. Clinton last nIght . tions rather than Investigations, 	 pointed to by Bill Clinton when hedemanding: "Name: one black 
said the Rev. Mac Charles Jones, a was the governor - said he could church which has been burned in 
National Council of Churches offi- find no record of fires at blackthe state of Arkansas or else 
cial and spokesman for the church churches in Arkansas.apologize forth.e shame which >:ou 
leaders. 	 Mr. Sykes said he r~called thatcontinue to bnng to your native 

state." . . After a'9G-minute private meet- a black man was conVicted of set­
ing with Miss Reno, tqe pastors ting several suspicious fires in the 
During his Saturday radio ad­
won a pro.mise from Duval' Pat- ' late 'SOs in Little Roc~. It was de­. dress to' the' nation, Mr. Clinton 
rick assistant attorney general for termined ,the arSOnIst set t~esaid: "In, our country during the 
civii rights, to look into the inves- blazes to fraudulently collectm­'50s and '60s, black churches were 
tigating methods. 	 surance payments.. ..' ... burned to intimidate ,civil r~ghts . 

. Mr. Clinton had added his per- "He set fire to some bulldmgs, workers. I have vivid and pamful· 
sonal reflections about church he said. "I don't know.that any ofmemories of black churches being. 
burnings in Arkansas to the pre~ . them were churches." burned in my own state when I was 

achild~ . '. . ' 	 pared text of his ~peec~ outlining ~nie Abrams,. who served as 

new efforts to investigate the offlce manager of .the Arkansas 
Late yesterday, the president, 
causes of at least 30 suspicious Teachers Association from 1956 toflying from Las Vegas to a fund-
fires at: black churches in the 1969, told the Democrat-Gazette 

. "/3' 	 ..... WI 



she' 'could not remember '~my· byfeC!eral. troops. But those tar­
church burnings in Arkansas ei-' ,gets included prominent lawyers, 
ther. . . . the fire chief who had ordered fire 
, Reporter Frank Wolfe of the Ar- hoses turned on white parents, and 
kansas Democrat·Gazette said other public officials. All the tar, 

. some people he spoke with since gets were white, and no churches. 
Mr. Clinton's radio address spec- "Or he might have been thinking 
ulated the president might have of the Birmingham church bomb-
been refemng to bombings in Lit- ing (in Alabama] in which Jour 
tie Rock on Labor Day 1959. The girls were killed," Mr. Sykes said. 
bombings stemmed from resent- "Being young, sometimes your 
ments that lingered after the de- memory plays tricks' on you." He 
segregation of· Little Rock's Cen-, said he didn't think the president 
tral.High School in 1957, enforced deliberately said something un­

true. 
Dale Charles, president of the 

Arkansas state chapter of the 
NAACp, and the Rev. O.C. Jones, 
former president of the Regular 
Arkansas Baptist Convention - an 
organization made up of 530 black 

'. churches - said his organization 
was not aware of any black church 
fires in Arkansas. . 

"I've been very strong in the 
. NAACP for 15 years and I don't 

recall any," Mr. Charles said in a 
telephone interview. 
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f'ire' at 30th black church was 

'intentionally ~set: officialssay 

No ,~vidence: links N. Carolina blaze to .arson conspiracy 

From combined dispatches 
. CHARLOTTE,N.C.·-Arsonde­

stroyed a 93-year-old wooden saric­

ruaryin,ttie 30th, fire 'at a Southern 

black church inthe la~t 18 months. 


Federal investigators on the 
scene stopped short of saying 
whether the fire Thursday night 
was related to others. , ' ' 

"It has been determined that the' 
fire at Manhews-Murkland Pres­
byterian Church was i!ltentionaUy 
set," police spokesman Keith 
Bridges told reporters. . . 

The building, which dates back 
to 1903, was used only,to store old 
pews and other· items on the 
grounds of the ,church. The mostly., 
black, 17s"member congregation 
worships frl, a new b!1i1ding, 100 

. yards away. . . 
The churcl1 was planning to ren­

ovate the building and' use it as a 
wedding chapel 01 for 'other com­
munity activities. It estimated the 
loss at $150,000. 

"We won't say it's connected to 
the series of fires, bu(we're just 
getting 'information .,from the, 
scene;' said Mark Logan, agent in 
charge for the federal:Bureau of 
Alcobol\ Thbacco and Firearms. 

Meanwhile,. President Cli~ton ' 
told reporters, "All I can tell you
ridlt now'is. weare working very 
trantroger,tothe bottom· of this." 

Stung,by complaints from some 
civil rights figures that the fires 
are not being actively investi- . 
gated, administration officials .for 
a week or more have beEmseekmg 
a forum to describe their efforts. 

Mr. Clinton is ,expected to en­
courage the public to' provide 
leads to the arson investigators 
during his regular weekly radio 
speech today. . ., , 

The administration also plans to 
add nearly a dozen additional fed­

, eral agents to assist the 200 agents' 
from the fBI and the ATf already 
assigned to the arson cases. 
. Five persons have been arres~ed 
in the other fires. 1\<:0 men' With 
ties to the Ku Klux Klan have been 

charged with setting one. of, the 

,South Carolina fires after a Klan 

rally. but authorities have said they 


. have found no evidence of a na­

tional racist conspiracy. 

The church is nestled into seven 
acres in one of the citY's most af­

. fluent and predominantly white 
'neighborhoods. . ' 


Noting that the building did not ' 

have, electricity 'or gas, the Rev. 


Larry' Hi'lI, : the,' thu~ch;s pa'st6r, 
asked, "What's left?" 

He said a mem ber of his congre" 
gat ion saw a car leave from behind . 
the .sanctuary just before the fire 

. was discovered. The' area behind 
, the destroyed. building is empty 
"except for a graveyard and is 

sometimes used as a lover'S lane or 
by people dumping trash. 

Because all the furniture inside 
was made Of' wood, the blaze 

. spread quickly throughout the 
building, which housed the church 
until a new one was built in 1975: 
, Mr. Hill said his church had re, 
ceived no threats, "It's'painful to 
see things like this still happening 

" 

'/6 


in 1996," he said. "Right now, we're 
praying for genuine healing within 

. the nation and the world." 
According to a tally of cases the 

ATf, considers "open:' six black 
churches have burned in 'Iennes­
see, five each in Louisiana, South 
Carolina and Alabama,four in 
North Carolina,. three in Missis­
sippi, and one each in Virginia and 
Georgia. . ' 

Thp civil rights enforcement of­
ficials told a Hous~Judiciary 
Committee hearing last month 
that the series of fires was mo­
tivated by hate and prejudice, but 
Said there was no evidence of a 
regional or national couspiracy . 
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Ad~inistratiob to step Up Chutch Fire Investigation 

Eds: Subs 13th graf pvs, - The government .•. , to CORRECT phone 

number to 888, sted·800 ". 

By MICHA;EL J .. SNIFFEN' 

Associated Press writer.. ..... 


WASHINGTON CAP) - Declaring that racial hostility is·the driving 

force behind 30 suspicious fires at black churches.across the 

South,'. President Clinton today announced a series. of· actions 

intended to "end this, rash. o.f violence." .' . 


With pastors of' some of the burned out chur.ches standing near 

him in. the Oval Office, Clinton devoted his weekly radio address to 

the churchfires and appealed for informatIon', to solve what he said 

are clearly crimes. . '. , .' " . .. . 


.. The president said that,there is not now evidence of a national 

conspiracy behind the ·fires.· ". . 

. "But. it is clear that racial hostility is the driving,force 

behind a number of these incidents," he said. "This must stop." 


. . "It is hard to think of a more depraved act of violence than 
the destruction of a ,place of worship,' Clil1;ton said.··jEvery 
family has a right to expect that when they walk to church or' 
synagogue or mosque each week. they will find a house of worship, 
not, the charred remnants' cif a, hateful act done" by cowards in the' 
night."'., " 

'''We must rise'up as a national community ,to safeguard the right 

of every citizen to worship insafetYi That is what America stands 

for," Clinton said. ' '. 

The president said that more than 200 'agents of the FBI and the 

Treasury Dep~rtmertt I s Bureau of Alcohol, Toba'cco and Firearms are 

already at work, combing the ruins of churches for c1ues'and 

looking for suspects. . 

. 'He said there have been a number of 'arrests, ,including two 


people whom he said 'are known members of 't;heKu Klux Klan. 

, Clinton announced these four further, steps: ' . 


- The national task. force examining':the wave of church burnings 

will soori re~ort back with r~commendatioris for 6ther actions the 

federal government can take to, stop the church fires. 


- The ATF will contact black, churches across the nation to 

inform them of steps they can take to protect against arson. ' 


- The president will sUpport bipartisan legislation in Congress 

to make it easier to bring federal prosecutions against those who 

target and attack houses tif worship. ' , ' 


- The government is establishing a new toll-free number that 

will be available 24-hours a day, seven days a week~ for those 

having information about who is responsible for the church fires. 

The number 'is 1-888-ATF-FIRE.· , , 


"We must come together, black and white alike, to smother the 

fires of hatred that fuel this violence," C1iriton said. 


Attorney ,General Janet Reno and Treasury Secretary Robert ~ubin 
also ,will meet with the ministers and civil rights leaders, hoping 
to reassure them and the nation that every effort is being made. 

, Clinton's presumptive opponent in the presidential race, Sen. 

Bob Dole, also condemned the fires. In a statement released late 

Friday, Dole said: "I urge the Justice Department and all state' 


lip 



and, local1aw enforcementlauthorities to use,~very available 

resoutc.'ce to, fInd and' punish" the cowards, responsible for these 

vicious acts of, hate. I' also call upon,al~ citizens who may have 

iM(OIrmatiori concerning,thecause of these fires to report this 

inforina,tion immediately to their local police. ',' 


, , stung byc:omplaints from some civil'rights figures that the ' 
fires ~re not beingacti~ely investi~ated, administration officials 
for a week or more have been seeking a foip~ t~describetheir ' 
efforts., ,,' " ,,' 

"9ne problem of perception is that' each minister is seeirig 'only 
a very small part ~f,the effort, which is going on in a lot of 
different places," said one Justice Department official, s~eaking 
on condition of ;anonymity., ' 

,This ~eek federal agents entered the investigation of a 
suspicious fire that ,destroyed a former sanctuary on the grounds of 
the Ma,tthews-Murkland 'Presbyterian Church, a black church in 
Charlotte, N. c~. '.~' 

, It was at least ,the 30th fire at ,a, black Southern church since, 
early i995 and. the second this 'week. Authorities said that ,was 

, reason enough to aescribeThursday's fi~e as suspicious. 
, Some of those fires have resulted in, arrests.ATF'Director John 
Magaw toid the House Judiciary Committee last month that a 
conspiracy was uncovered Iri two fires in south Carolina, but the 
agency has "no~ yet,- and I emphasize 'not yet' - found any 
evidence 'of an, interstate or national conspiracy." 

An ATFofficial, requesting anonymity, said evidence points to, 
racial :niotives 'by ,Ku Klux' K~an members or o,thers in some 
localities. But other fires may turnout ,to be the product of 
accidents I youth vandalism, vagrants setting f,ires to keep warm in ' 
unlocked and 'unattended churches and maybe one instance of 
insurance fraud, ~the official said., ' 

TheATF has open case~ ,on six black,churches that burned in 
Tennessee, five each in Louisiana, south Carolina and A'labama, fOur 
in North Carolina, three ih Mississippi and one each in Virginia 
and Georgia. The tally includes Thursday's fire in Charlotte and 
one Monday in Greensboro, Ala. ' 

17 
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Black Church ~uilding Burns; LatestI~ Serie~ of Church Fires in 
South . 
Eds:SUBS 8th graf,'It was.;~', and 16th graf, 'According to .. ~', 
to update total to'30 fires,reflecting a 1995 North Carolina fire 
that had be~n omitted. . . , 
AP Photo NY10,~ 
By PAUL NOWELL·" . 
Associated Press writer 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) .. ~ A suspiciou~ fire destroyed an unused 
building on the grbunds of a .bla6k church,and federal agents 
joined the investigation today because pf the rash of £ires at 
other southern black houses of worship. '. . 

The blaze at .the Matthews~Murkland Presbyterian Church was 
reported late Thursday by .residents who saw flames shooting through 
the roof of the congreg~tion's former sanctuary~ No injuiiei were 
reported. . '. . 

Investigat6rs.knew iittle about th~ cau~e of the blaze.' 
"The only thing we know now is that we don't know," said the 

Rev. Larry Hill, .the church's~pastor~ .' '. .... . 
The old church, built in 1903, hadn't been used for years. It 

sits 100 yards from theund~mage~" new chtirch us~d "by the 
congregation of 175 members. " . . 

The fire appeared to have started in the rear of the old 
building, said fire department spokesman Keith Bridges. He.said 
there was no electricity Or gas service in the building. 

"Nothing has been found ,to suggest th~ cause of the fire," 
Bridges said. ""The" fact that there have been other fires at black 
churches is making us look much harder "at· this right' now . ." 

It was at least th~ 30th fire at a black Southern church since 
e~rlY1995 and thes~cond this week. Authorities said that was 
reason enough. to describ~ Thursday'S fire as suspiciou~. " 

Some of those'fires haver~sulted in arrests, but authorities 
have~aid they have found no evidence of a national racist 
conspiracy. . 

"All I can tell you right now is we are working very hard to 
get to the bottom of this," President Clinto.n tol9, reporters when 
asked about the fires today. He said he wouid ~iscuss it more in 
his weekly radio address saturday. " . 

John Morley, special agent in charge of the Charlotte FBI 
office, said his ~gency would begin a civil rights probe if fire 
investigators suspect racism was a factor in the fire. 

Morley said the FBI was investigating reports that up to a 
half-dozen churches in the Charlotte area had been vandalized.in 
recent weeks. 

And Police Chief Dennis Nowicki·s~id officers had i~cei~ed 
complaints about loitering at the building. 

Agents fr6m the federal Bure~ti of Alcohol, Tobacco arid Firearms 
also were at the sc"ene. . 

"We won't say it's connected to the 'series of fires, but we're 
just getting information from the scene," said ATF agent Mark 
Logan. He would not say if.anyone saw anything suspicious. . 

According to 'a tally of cases the ATF considers "open," six 
black churches have burned in' Tennessee, five· each inLouisiana~ 
South Carolina and Alabama, four in North ~arolina, three In . 

. 'If, W·p 

http:vandalized.in


I·,f i ..... 

, . " '. 

'j , 

•• j • 

Miss,issippt ,'and ,<;n'le e,ach iIi Virginiq ' and, <;eorgia. The tally 
imcludes ;Thursday IS fire," ,. , . 

, ,~il1 said the church had received "nothing +emotely close 'to 

anythlng>that'could be'con~idered a,threat." However ,he said a 


, ". , ' , . '" ' . ' ," I , ' 

'wire barrier church members !had erected to keep' 'traffic . from , 

'entering the grounds had bee:n knocke,d down Thursday before the fire 


started" " " ' ,','"',, i" """ ,",.' " ' :" ' " , 


, The: congregation was pl:annihg t,o renovatetl\e-' old church and use 
it as a wedd~ng chapel or othe;r. activities,he,'saidon,ABC-TV/s
"GoOd Morning AIDer i-;::a." " ,:, " '" ,'" " ',"',.",' " ' " 

".Meanwhile,' in Greensbor'0, AI'lL I where a rural black ,church was 
destroyeq 'by fire early Mond:a:y,authorities, were still trying to 
confirm whether it 'was cau~ffdbyarl arsonist~.Itwa:s 'describe<ias 
suspicious., : " .' ' , , ,,',' .' ,". " ',:",. ,"'. 

The ~xtent of the destr~ctionhas hampered the effort to find, 
thefire~s cause, andauthoratieshave s~id, it could be days before 

, , it, is':detiermined . The, FBI ahd ATF are'h~lpirig in the investigation" 
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'U.s. Sues New York Police Departmentin

" . , . . . .' '. . 

. .... .. ' .. ' < "'" . ", .' " 

'S~x:..Harassment Case 

, Mr. Seelig said his client planned 

By MAITHEW.PURDY 'h~r" that maybe 'she should wear a special to file her own suit against the city, 
bulletproof vest fashioned to accommodate, He said that the department had The Federal Government .filed suit·. 
her large breasts, This was in front of other,against the New York City Police Depart­ made some adjustments to improve 
officers."· .. ; .' , .'.ment yesterday, charging that a female I the response to' harassment com­

.'The iawsuitalso alleges that other .offl-' .. plaintl? but that the efforts had been police. officer assigned to a Queens'precinct cers used their 'radios to block her attempts : "half-hearted." ", ' . ~as subjected to "constant and pervasive" . " • to radio from the field into the precinct and , . ,Mr, Seelig, who used to be presi­.:;"xual. r.ar2isment by male officers who that Officer Goff was harassed by ,anony- i dent of the Correction Officers Asso. , watched pornographic movies In the" pre­ ,mous obscene telephone calls at home.. . c;iation, said Similar types of harass.cinct lounge and posted sexually explicit " Officer Debra Kearns, a department' ment ~re prevalent in male-dominat~pictures in the station house marked with . spokeswoman, declined comm,ent on the, ed agencies. ' ,'. .
her name, lawsuit, saying, "The~e Isn't going to be a. "The agencies are always reluc­The sexual harassment lawsuit, which is response from the Police Department on 8!1 ; tantto acknowledge it because,it isbelieved to be the first of its kind filed by the ongoingcase.".The suit,fiIedlri Manhattan: 

, , . ~. acknowledging 8:. situation that could 
Peliera! Govemmeritagainst the Police De­
partment, also contends that departr.nent by the United. States Attorney for the 

lead to Ji,tigation;" Mr,Seelig sa,id,. Southern District of N~w York, asks 
for changes in department pollcy to He said hiS Client, who left the officials failed to stop the activities even dep,artment ona disability claim for , "when the officer complained repeatedly. make . similar behaVior· less Ukely . 

now.' The lawsuit was filed on behalf of Sheryll , and,.:to insure that reports of'sexual' ~; unrelated ankle injury, is 
hvmg in, Pennsylvania and was not L Goff, who wor~ed at the 110th Precinct in .' harassment are dealt. with by depart~ 
available for comment. ' ment officials. . ..'Elmhurst, Queens, from 1989 to 1992. As a ' ..., . Mr. Seelig said there were continoresult of complaints from Officer Goff and . The Justice Department investi­
ued, compJalntsabout sexual harass. other women assigned there, the depar:t­ gated Officer Goff's cl&1ms after her 
m7nt in the department, which he,ment Investigated the precinct in 1992; a~d complaint was sent to prosecutors by 

,said Was partly a reSUlt of the rela­. the precinct commander was transferr~d In the Federal Equal OPPortunity Em. 
tively small number of women on ttie'pan Deca;';SE: of the harassment allegations. ployment CommiSSion. The com mis­
force, There are 26,159 male officers Last September, two other womenwh~ had. 
and detectives in the department and been :lssigned to the. llOthPrecmct"flled a . sion found "reasonable cauSe to be­ to 5,158 women,according to depart~. Federal lawsuit claiming a campaign of '. Iieve" that her complaints were true, ment statistics: 


sexual harassment. . . , .. ' . 
 the lawsuit said, ' 
. At the station house, according to the , "Our goal in bringing the la~sult 

lawsuit filed yesterday, the television was . lsto insure that all women within the 
New York City Police Department 

frequently tuned to the Playboy channel .. are free to do their jobs without fear 
·officer.s watched pornographic movies in of sexual harassment from other 

,he precinct lounge and sexually explicit members of the department," Mary 
pictures were on display at various places in Jo Whlte,the United States Attorney 
the preCinct, "including the sitting room ~nd . . for' the Southern District .of New,
onlhe bulletin board in the anti-Crime . York' said In it statement. . '. 

room." , In Ms. Goff's case, the'lawsuit al­

, Pornographic pictures with Officer Goff's leges, she was ~,,:rass~ for th~ee

name or initials were left around the pre· , years before offICIals dId anything
Cinct at . various places ini:::luding on her 
chair and in her locker and car,the com· 

about it. ,',...plaint said. '. " ' 
In July 1993, Officer Goff . was Phillp Seelig. the lawyer for Ms. Goff, said transferred to another Queens.pre­,the atmosphere she had to operate under. cinct at her, request. ~'as particuiarly brutal. He said that during 

. roli call one day, "one of the bosses said to 

" 

;):D', 
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) ~. 'EXEClJTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESiDENT 

OFFicE OF MANAGEMENT AND eUOG'f=T 
WASHINGTON, 9,¢. .•~. : . .iilib:e 19;19§6 . " . 

.... (S~~~e)', t 

STAt'EMENT ot ·AnMINISTR:AtION'.POLICY 
'(THIS; STAfuMENT HAS8EEN;COb'liDiNAtE~ 'BY OMB \~itH th~i::O~C'~R~Eb'AGg~cir&) 

H:R,352.5.,d;h~tch)ys6ri~pfeVentidri~AiCt . : 
.(HYd.e (R) ~Uinois ailct,94 cosponsors) 

TheAdtninisttatidnsi1'6I1gly sbp~Oftsth€:Frufcl6th'-K~rinedy sub~fitiite:foritR,J525:'" '.' , 

Reiigious freedom i~ doe of the foutrdtng prirl'Ciplesdfotifdemocracy, and'it isirrtp~rative-tnai 

attacks up:Chttlat fi:~e4om, ihdudingthosebas'edon.race or erhrticity, do nbtgo urlpluiishea... ' 

this bill is abipikti~h effort t(rr~fri6ve unduly restnctivestatuiory fequirclhents.'in -isU:S.C: 

.§247 thit CUITehtly inhjbiitn~ prosecution ofarty person'\vho destroYs ot defaces 'reli~ous'" .. 

property,' .tneAdmi~isttation. iJriequivdcally Stlpporis that effort; . 


'. I . -, " 

. • 	'The Admihi~trati6n is pl~as~d trial the'subsiihite amendmertt williridua~ apf.6,&j'si~n:authoriZihg . 
the' use of loan gUartrite'es to 'heipreb~ildinstitUrioh~ that' have l);e,en dafui£g'eq. 6r destroyed by 
arSOn or otl?-er 'acts of terr.brisin, . . . . . 
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Federal E'mergency Management Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20472 

July 26, [996 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 Kathryn O'L. Higgins 

Secretary to the Cabinet 


. FROM: 

SUBJECT: 	 National Arson Prevention Initiative Status Report 

. The F~deral Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) continues to coordinate the activities of the 
President's National Arson Prevention Initiative. Under this initiative, FEMA has been working, in 
partnership with the US Departments of Justice, Treasury and Housing and Urban Development, to 
coordinate available public and private resources and materials for arson prevention. 

The following is a summary of major prevention initiatives of the Federal agencies, fire service 
organizations and police organizations: 

• 	 D4ring the past two weeks, FEMA has sent 35,000 letters to all the Nation's Fire Chiefs, 
informing them of the President's"Rartnership on",J,;ire and. Arson Contro\.and the National 
Arson Prevention Initiative, to encourage their participation and to announce the resources 
available through FEMA's Arson Information Clearinghouse in Emmitsburg, Maryland. A 
similar letter will be sent to over 8,000 Police Chiefs within the next two weeks. 

• 	 As of July 24, the International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAl) had delivered 18 
Arson Prevention workshops and is receiving additional requests daily. The lAAI will deliver a 
pr.esentation at the meeting of the International Association of BlJlck Professional Fire Fighters 
in Chicago next week. 

• 	 Beginning July 25, 100 ArneriCorpsNISTA volunteers will be .trained ~by lAAl to conduct 
arson prevention outreach activities in 67 rural counties in Alabama, eGeorgia,Louisian(!, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. ./ 

• 	 . The National Association of Stat~ Fire Marshals (NASFM) is conducting. a comprehensive, 
analysis of church fires through their association;NASFM is '-polling theirfJmembership 'to 
capture data from all States. 

• 	 To date, FEMA has received approximatdy 200,000 requests for arson prevention materials. 
We met several hundred of these requests,with e%,istihg stockof\publiy~tions and have recently 
printed additional materials to fill the remaining d'rders. .) . 

.~ . 
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• 	 Director Witt has offered to make grants of up to $10,000 available to the major fire service 
organizations to assist with costs associated with activities which support the National Arson 
Prevention Initiative. 

• 	 On July II, Vice President Gore and Director Witt met with leaders of the insurance industry to 
discuss the difficulties experienced by many churches in obtaining or retaining insurance. 

• 	 Director Witt met with leaders of major law enforcement organizations on July 9 and with 
leaders of fire service organizations on July 22. These organizations are supporting the 
National Arson PreventioQ. Initiative by encouraging their membership to: provide free church 
risk-assessment inspections, conduct arson prevention training sessions, support community 
watch organizations, and help to provide information about the initiative to local communities. 

• 	 As an example of the large audience reached by these organizations, the National Fire 
ProteCtion Association's Fire News magazine, which carried an article about the National Arson 
Preve(1tion Initiative, reaches about 68,000 members. The Fraternal Order of Police will reach 
their 278,000 members with a similar article in their next newsletter. All National Police and 
Fire organizations are running similar articles in their publications. 

• 	 FEMA met with the President's Crime Prevention Council on July 19, and with leaders of 
major, church organizations and voluntary organizations on July 23, to provide information 
about the National Arson Prevention Initiative and invite the organizations' participation in the 
Initiative. 

Projected Actil,ities: 

• 	 FEMA plans to meet with or hold conference calls with leaders of: 
* 	 Education institutions (as coordinated with the Department of Education) 
* 	 Other crime prevention organizations, such as the National Crime Prevention Council; 
* 	 Youth organizations, such as the Boys and Girls clubs of America; and 
* 	 Community organizations, such as the National Association of Neighborhoods. 

• 	 The National Black Police Association (NBPA) is working with the Congress of National Black 
Churches to develop crime and arson prevention programs that will be implemented through the 
south in areas impacted by church fires. 

• 	 The NBPA is also working with the National Association of Black Professional Fire Fighters to 
develop national crime prevention education programs.' These will be implemented through the 
pastors of black churches in the South. . 

PHOTOCOPY 
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,TH E:WH ITE: HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

June'14, 1996 

MEMORANDUM, 

TO:, ' , ,DISTRIBUTION· LIST 

FROM: , 'DAWN CHIRWA~c:.:..". 

RE:' Materials on Church Fires 

Per ~ur ~iscussion this morning, please find attached the 

following materials regardingchurc~ fire cases: 


A~ DoJ list of in6idents of ~~urch 6urningswhich have been 
or are being investigated;' '. 

DOJ talking points on church fires, current as of June 6, 
1996; 

" . 
a.OoJ fact sheet on the, Greel'eyville,' SC church ..fires; 

DoJ,'s position letter' on H.R. 
" 

3525, the '!!==hurch Ar.son 
'Prevention Act of 1996; fI 

A:n ATF fact sheet on church .fires, current as of June 11, 
11996. 

In addition, talking points and othe~ m~terials on the most 
recent developments on church fires should be available at the', 
m~eting .scheduled for this afternoon. 

Distribution: 

TO: Marcla Hale 
TO: John. Angell 

>'.•TO: Tracey Thornton 
. TO: George Stephanopoulos 

TO:'· Don Baer .' 
TO: Kitty Higgins 
TO: Flo McAfee 
TO: rerry Edmonds 
,TO: Gene Sperling '~~f" 

TO: 
 Dennis Burke .. • ""'...:::r =eV-e.. 
TO: jack Lew w•• 

"CC: Kathy Wallman 
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:1:::" e:1.dship' MissionaryC"nn••••• ~ Fo&II:ral proaeeution., " 
C:~ ....n AMB ' (".., ' ,. ' , ' ) 

1'961 ,

", irtii. ZiOtl' !t'ige"~ Alabama" " 
, :':o·.:r.t' lear (igee,Alabama) " ' 


:c'~w L!berty .ptlsc (Tyler', Alabama) (.TAD AlUtssT) 

, P.!!J!.~ Stel%' (Or••n.boro, Alal:>ama), 

O&:'s Hill (Jenkin. eOW1tf" 06orgia) " " 

c.":,o)!"6SS Grove (Loui.iana ", ,,'
DC: Paul' a Pre. (LOuiaiana) 


, Sweftlt: Do'IM '(LouJ.aiw) . 

''':'~e'!r.as Chapel (Lou!.!ana), ' ,

S:. Cl':.arles Baptist (Paincourtville. LQui81cl.U4)" 
:N~"" Mt. 'Zion (kulcv111e, Mi81:J1ssippi) , , ", 
~: ~ethcl (Sartart!., H1~'1~.1~rl) (LOCAL AaREsT) 

R~. ~~ul/. (Smithville. Mi.e!,. pp1) , 

V~!ee Center Bapti,t (Tinton Falla. 5ew 86rs6Y) 

R~?er View Misslonar-r (King.Lon, H¥w York) 


•~t:. !rabcu:~'8.ptl.t (Cerro09rdo, ·lfoX·UI c.:-o111\4) 

~e~~~ry aaptist: (Aarnwel1,countr' South Carolina)

z'!'f i::'qhalD (Bffingham, South,C~xv ina'. , 

:-:~,. 'Zion AMI , (Greeleyville, 'South Cuoli.Da) (ARR.EST) 

~~eedohi. (Clarendon, Soutb'earo11na)~) 

$:". ,.&~l'. 8aptiat (D1xlana, ,8o\I1:h earol1~)(ARRJI.ST' 


, .nie~ 'City Church (XI'.oxv111e.. TenneAhA"', ' 

.~t~ Pleasant (Tlgreeti TtAOti.ae) 

O':.,er!ous Church or, OUl,.t. (JUc:hmOnd.. ':V1zvin1.) , 


c:.O!C1 , ' 
, S~. Pau~Prl~tlve (Lauderdale, ,MS) (a~1C!.; etgat"att. 'ir., 

t ," 

. 

" 

http:TtAOti.ae
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FEDERAL rNVESTIGATIONS OP PIRIS AT PREPOM%N1NTLY, 
AP'lt%CA)f-AMEiu:CAN C!ltwCHES SINes JANO'ARY lS'! 
. ' (As of June 6, 1996)" ' 

N"f:J'Iom'P.~, OF "ALL C!H't.1aClt WT'R~S INVBSTJ:GATZD ay CRT snrCB i9~1', 43 

OF ''!'ROSEl' 34 WERE PREDOMINANTLY AFRICAN AMERICAN' CHt.JRCKBS 

12 ZN 1991, 22 :m 1'996 

2 WERI DSEMED TO BE ACCIDENTAL 

S HhVE USDL't'BD' IN ~S'1'$ (S,T:tLL CONS%DBREI) , OPUK) 

2 HAVE RESULTED IN FEDEaAL P~OSECUTIONS 

AN ADbIT%ON"-L 2. lI'IRBS oCCuRRtm 'AT' MlXED'llAC2 clntRCHES' 

Full ,Gospel Pentecostal' (Washington) (racially mi~ed in AA, ' 
neighborhood) (1"5) (st.ill under in..ve~tlgati.ox:a-) 

Fh'"st Southern Baptist, (TUcson, Arizona) '(1996) (still under 
inv-estigation " 

FIRF.S AI!' AFRJ:CAN-~~XCAN/KJ:DD RAe. CHVRCR'ES 'Dr 13 STATES 

Ala.bama 

Arizona 

Georgia 

Louisiana 

Mississippi'

N,ew Jersey . 

New York 

North Carolina 

South carolina 

Tennessee ' 

Virginia 


'Texa!!; 
Washington , ,,' 

CLOSED CAS!:S 

:F'iree in 1995: 
Jerusalem: Baptist (Boligee, Alabama') (accid ..:f\1rnacefire) 

r:'riendehip Missionary Baptist (Tennessee;federal'p:t"osec.)
Canaan AME "'(";, ~.,' , " ;) 

Fire$ in 19~G: , 
St. Paul' 'Primitive (Lauderdale, Mississippi) taecid. J 

, • ' . ". ,I • '.

ci9"arette fire) 

, '" ' 
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TALXING ~OINTS' ON ~CK 'IRES ANn ACTS 0' DESECRATION 

• 	 INVESTIGATION OF PlaESAND INCID~NTS OF DBSSCRATION AT 
, ROUSRS OJ!!' ·WOR~HIP n1;: A TOP PRIORITY 011' THE ADMINISTRATION. 

.• WE' ARE PARTICULARLy CONCERNED ABOUT THE RECENT RASH· Of 
, C~Cff FIRES, MANY. OF WHICH HAVB TARGETED BLACK CflUllCHBS IN 
, '!'RE SOtrrH.' THERE HAW S~EN MORE PI'RES IN '1'H2 FIRST 5 MONTHS 
, 0::" THIS YEA..R.THAN IN THE PREVIOO'SS YEARS COMBINED. 

.• . 	 T'rlE .CHURCH IS OFtEN MORE THAN JliST '!'HE WCATIONTHE 
CCMM'ONITY MEETS TO WOrtSHliI. 'IT IS M SPIR.IT't1AL CENTER OF 
Tl-t"E COMMUNITY;' TO DI!:STltOYA CHURCH IS TO CHIP AWAY AT THE 
VF.RY FOUNDATION Of' THE COMMUNITY. . 

• 	 wITH WELL OVER 200 .FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL INVESTIGATORS 
~C~IVF.LY ASSIGNED TO ~ESEINVES~IGATIONS, THIS IS.THE. 

' .. -.~J\J~GEST CORRENTCIVIL RIGHTS, INVESTIGATION AND ONE OF THE· 
LJ..RGEST FEDERAL 'CRIMINAL' INVESTIGATIONS OF ANY KIND + IN A 
l\T'"",'MB!R OF INCIDENTS,' TASK FORCES OF FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL 
A:r..'lTHORITIESHAVE B2iN i:STABLISm!:D •. 

• 	 'r:{IS ADM:nlISTRATION IS CdMMITtED'TO SOLVING EACH OF THESE 
CRIMES .AGAINST CHURCHES. WE llAVE· FORMALIZED A P~OCESS TBAT 
HASD,EEN WOlU<ING INFORMAL1.Y FOR MONTltS, APPOINTING A 'rASK 
FORCE' TO COORDINATE THE MTJLTI-AGENCY INVESTIGATION 8Y THE 
..rJSTICE AND·.TREASURY DEPARTMENTS. AS WELL AS' THE: FBI AND 
ATF. THE TASK FORCE WILL BE CHAIRED BY THE ASSISTANT . 

, P-'I'TO!UmY GENl:!RAL FOR CIVIL RIOHTS t nEVAL PATRICK,. AND' . 
. ASSISTANT TREASURY SECRETARY JAMES JOHNSON•. 

• J 	 - . ' , • 

. 	 '. 
• 	 S:~1CE 19~0, ,WE HAVE ACTIVELY INVESTIGATED FIRES AND 

::NCIDENTS OF DESECRATION, AT 60 DiFFERENT HOUSES OF WORSHIP 
LOCAtto IN 15 STi-r~s Ao.OSS Tlm CoUNTRY. IN MOST INSTANCES / ' 

. THE INVESTIGATIONS HAVE .:SEEN HANDLED COOPERATIVELY BY A'tF, 
FBI,' STATE AND LOCAL ~UTHORITIES~ . . 

. • 	 :OP"'rHE 60 INCIDBNTS, 20 'HAVE 'SEEN SOLVED: 

a HAW'RESULTED IN SUCCESSFUL FEDERAl.! PROSEC'OTIONS AND 
HAVE 	 BEEN CLOSED.' 

. 5 INCID:E!NTS KlVE l<ESULTED IN SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTIONS BY , 
. LOCAL OFFICIALS AND THE· CASES ARE CLOSED'. 

. 	 " . . 

LOCAL 	CHARGES HAvE BEEN \FILBD IN 5 OTHER ·INCIDaNTS. 
. 	 . 

TWO 	 INVESTIGATIONS WERE· CLOSED AFTER IT WAS DISCOVERED 
THAT 	 THE FlRESWSRE ACCIDENTAL . 

• 

.-	 '." 


t..TP. H~VR. INVBSTIGA~ FIRES AT 22 APR-lCAN AMERICAN CHURCHES 
'!'SIS 	YEAR. ALONE, A TOTAL .OF 39 SINCE 1990. 

http:C~IVF.LY
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'BDBRALI~STrGAT%ONS OprIRES AHDAC~S 
'OP :DESECRATION AT HOUSES, OJ',~ WORSHIP.', 

(As'of June 3, 1996) 

o Investigation, of fires and incidents of desecration at 
houses of worship are' a top priority of the Justice', 
De~artment. ' 

, ' .. 
(") 	 si'nce 1990,' we have ~etivelYirivestigated fir'as 'a~d " 

incidents of q.eseeration 'at SO different houses of worship
located in loS 'states across the country. In ~ost" instance.', 
the inveet:19'~tion9 have been'handled coop.r.ei"e~y by ATF, 
FP!. state and local authorities. ' . 	 . ~. . . , . 

0" 	 With well over 200 federal~sta.te and lo~al,:l:nve8t1SJator8 
actively assigned to these investigations, this' is the 
largest current civi.1 rjghts investigation Alld.,one of the, 
largest crimina11nvestigations of any kind. In anu1nberof 
incidents, task forces have been established of federal, 
st1?te and. 'local, authorities.,' 	 . 

o 	 O~ the 60 incidents, 20 have been so'lved: 

6 	 8 have resulted in successful'federal'prosec~t'ion. and 
have been closed. 

0' , ,'5' incident~ have' resulted'in successful "prosecutIons by
local officialS and the cases are closed. 

I,' : 

o 	 Local charges hAvebeen'filedin 5 other incidents. 

o 	 Two investigations were closed after it was aiscovered 
'that the f).:rcl'J' were accidental •. ' . " 

o 	 The majority of the unresolved incidents occurred in.1995 
and 1996. 

o 	 ~ total of 33 inoidQ~ts have b~@n reported thus far in 1996. 
O:!1e has been closed and arrests have 'been maae in three 
others. "The remainder are under active, investigation. 

o 	 A total "of l.G in~idents' ~e:r.repo:rtad :l.n 1995. 'Of them, 6 
h~ve been closed, three through local p;r:osecution, two,
t'h'!'ough'federal prosecution, tlln,d one was determined to be 
accidental. Ten remain open and u;m1er active" inve&t1ga.tio1'1.

", 	 • f\ 

o 	 Thp.Civ11 Rights Division prosecutes church arsons or 
'c~secrations of houses of we.rehipprimarily 'lJ..nder 18 U.S.C. 
24l" -1,8 U.S.C. 247, l8 U.S.C. 248 (a) (2), and 18 tT.S.C.- 844. 

, .. 

http:federal~sta.te
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Mt. Z'1on A.M.£. Chur,ch, 

Greel'eyville ' 

WillJlameburg County, S.C. 

June '20, 1995' 

Rev. IMaokey 


:' 

Macedonia Bapt~st. Churc~l,' 

Clarendon County, S.C. 

JUne'21, 1995 

Rev, ',Mouzon 


. Ai: about 4 a. m, on ,June 20, 1995, the Mt. Zion A. M~ E. 
Church,: was set. afire and burned to the ground,' The lollowing 

'day, also during' the early morning houre,'another predominantly 
black church, the Macedonia Saptist Church, was se.t afire and ' 

,,-- --~--:-- burned to the ground. ' 

Soth the churches were attended primarily by African-' 
American parishioners.' Two memhersof the Ku Klux Klan, Chris 
Cox and Timothy We~ch" were arrested on arson and burglary . 
charges by the Clarendon county Sheriff's Off'ice' for the burning 

'of Macedonia Churqh on, June 26,. 1995. On June 29, 1995 i 
, 'Williamsburg, County officials obtained arson warrant. against Cox 

and Welch for the Mt. Zion A.M.E., Church. ,AccordiIlgto, the , 
,affidavit in support of t~e arrest warrant regarding the, Mt. Zion' 
,A.M.e. church, Cox and Welch ~roke,into the~hur~~ br kicking the' 
,front door open. The affidav~t, stated ,that once lnsl.de, Cox and 
Welc,h piled c:hurch hymn books and started a fire of, the' books. 
They also started a fire 'in the ceiling~ They then left the 
church, .taking an amplifier valued at less' than '$1, 000. ,They are 
curr~ntly held in jail pending further proceedings. 

, 
The investigation into'federa.l charges is being,conducted 

jointly, by theATF, E'BI and SLED (South,Carolina. State Law" 
Enforcement Division), as well as the Sheriff's Departments of 
~iliiamsburg and Cla'rendonCounty.'· . The case is handled jointly
by.attorneys from the u.s. Attorney's Off1ceana the Civil Rights 
Pivlsion.'l'h'e U.S. AttorneY inS,outhCarolinais Rl!me Josey. 

, Because it is a pending invest.igation, no further cOmment can be, . 
made. ' (The AUSA reported that she, believes Dateline NBC recently 
has; interviewed Cox.) 

Both mi~istershave announced. that the 'churches have been 
rebuilt~ Macedonia Baptist Church ,inClarendonCounty'was 
dedicated last Sunday,' and Mt ~ 'Zion A.M. 8. Church in Greeleyville 
will be rededicated this coming Sunday . 

.. : 

~ ,', " '> 
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, "Otftoe of r..platlv. Affa!rt 

• 
I'~ D.C. »SID . .' ~ 

, The, Hcr:orable johil Conyers, Jr.' 
, Ra,nkinq Minority Member 
Comm1tteeontheJudiciary
u;s .;!O~'A~ 'of' Representatives 
W~ehi~~~on,D.C. 20515 ",' 

Dear cor.g::-eeemanConyere: ' ' 
l~' • 

':'::':s presents the views of the Depart~ent of Justice on 
H.R. 3525', the' -Church Arson Prevention'Act of 1996.", The 
p:-opcsed a:nendments to 18 u.S.C. 247 are an important measure to 
tr.a~e t::~t ettltute a ,praotical" and. useful tool, to ,proaecute 
v:~(')le~~A directed. ,at,hou'ses of worship. The Department salutes 
your leadership and tbatof Chairman Hyde ~'>n the bill. We 
6trer.g!y support it, and in thi,s letter outline a number of 
sugges:;'ion8,'which~e would urge t,he Committee to consider in 

,'order to F:trengthen the bill. "t" 

, Sect!on 247 was .nacted in 1988, and'i,i:s penalties enhanced 
i:1 19~4, to ad4res8 the seri9usproblem of· religiously moti'Y'ated 
vio!.enec., As the Committee not,ed in 1988, the catalyst ,for this 
leg:,s:e-;!on was that: ·[r]eligiously'motivatedviolence ••• 
a~pea,,:"3 to be a growing problem~~ H. Rep. No., 100-337, lOOch 
Cong., let Sess.' 2 (1987) '. Acts of viol~t obetX1.1ction o'f the 
free exercise of'religion. oontinuoto present a·significant. 
pr.ohl~m nl'ltionwide. ' As ,you ~oted at'the Committee·hearing on May

.21, t~ere has been a disturbl.ng 1ncrease1nthe number of . 
.susp,ie':ous fires at' churches. w~ also continue to be confronted 

, ,wi tll CJ{"!ts.' of' violence, 'targeting place. of wor.hip. '.and 
:cemetQri••, such •• drive-by,-shooting., desecrations and 
"';anda::'s!:1.' In many instances, these acts of violence, appear to 
,:be ,t'lc~,:,"at:ed no~ only by' hatred of members of the houses ot ' 
worst:~ because'of,their exercise of their religion, but a180 
be,ca~s,e of. their race or .thnicity.· ' 

, Se~tion247 could :be' improved to become' a more effect1v,f' 
weapc~ :er the Departmenc of JUstice'to u.e againat ouoh violent, 

; bigotry. In f.~t, ainee ita enaotment, the atatute baa been used 
nnlY("lnc,q'. ,successfully in a case involv~ng the murders of former' , 
rr.e6~e!"s. of a religious cult' at ~he hands of other cult members, ,,' 
a~9'e~ed at the victiM t leaVing the church.' ll..t..L. v. "IArlgw, 41 
1". 3dg',3 ~ , (!5t:h 'C:l.r. 199").· ' 

http:disturbl.ng
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. . ' .. ' In .n effort. to address the problem of y£olenoa 8gain8t 
houses of war.hip, the Departmentbal u••d oth.~ etatut•• to ' 
provide federal ~ur:i.diet:lon, prima·rily 18 O.S.C. 241. While WI 

, have had sucCleslusing Section' '~'1 in· lome g•••• ot. attaClk. on 
A!rican·A~er1can ohurClhes,' Sectlon241 require. proof of • 
conspiracy and. t.heretore cannot be u.ed to prosecute person., 
acting 'alone. .In ,addition, churoh burning oas•• filed under 
Seetion "41 require proof that 'the. conspiracy was motivated by 
ra.c!.a~ animua.' . . ...', ' ... 

.. !n !"4, Congreee enacted. 18.t7.S.C. 2"8, which prohibit• 
.intQ'r~erencA with the exerei.e of religion. and the de8ecX'ation of 

, . ptaces of worship. . Section 248, however,provid~a inadequate 
p~n1s~T.ent in the absence of injury. ,As a re.ult, it i8 importallt 
t~at sect:ion.247 be imp;r:ovea·'to become a valuable weapon 1n the 
aro~n~l agai~et violence aimed at houses of worship • 

., Sec~ion ,247 (a) prohibits the defacing of religlousproperty 
a~we:! as the violent int:erterence wit:h pe;r;lIo~e in the free. 

_,___,____..____,.__~xe;:cise of their religious belief.. Dalilpite this broad 
p'!'l"I~l'H !".~ve language, ho~ever, other .aspectaof the, statute limit 
its e~~ec~ivenes8. 

" :;lrst, Section 241 (b) impoeee:&n ,interstatecornm.roe 
requil"~:'!\I?Tlt that: goes well beyond constitutional necessity•. A 
defe~~a~tmust either travel in in~erstatecomrnerce, or a 
d.efend1.~t must "use [] a faoility or instrumentality ot interstate 
~ ~. ~ cot:'l~e:rce- and he must do so -in interstate ••. commerce •• ' 
'!'hU9, :orexample, It i",~otenough fora defendant to use a 
teler;r.ene to .help h1m conunit 'the crime -- the call itself must go 
O"..ltc~s::ate. If a defendant uses public transportation to 
fac!:!~-:3.t.e the crime, ie is not: enough for t.hat bu.D or train to 
~a"le·~:::"?lve1ed interstate; t.hedefendant:: muet h.v. ucedit in 
i!'1t~r~~~t.~, commerce. See S.Rep"'No. 100-324, lOOth Congo ,,2nd
oel1!!'s ,. .. S· ; ,
':'"' (;;' • I ~~ • 

. ' ,:,!':!.s highly rest.rictive interstate com.merc. prorequi.ite ' 
grea~:)" limit. the applicability of the statute~ Indead,the 

. expe::!e~ce of the Depa:rtment of .1uatiee is that in t~ majority
df th'-!,s4!, .cases, the government is unable to establish tut . , 

.'<1efe!lda~t8 traveled iii interstate commerce or used facilities in 
interotate :commerce. As 'arallult, Section 2 .. '. as written, is 
simr.:y notapplicaple to the very kind of miaconductitwae 
ori5'i~ally intended to a~dress~' . 

~~cond, Seceion 247lti{-£mpQ;~u~ __._~~,O-,ooo damage minimum .in 
cas~F: h1"ought under the vandalism port.ion of·-·f:.he--et-atute. . But . 
!'i1any.o! 'ehess cases involve act:s of defacement 'andint:lmidatiOI1 
t'!7.at. s:'mply do not result "1n.1gnifioant monet:ary 10... For 
exam.:;-,:e,a . gunshot fired ineo • ohuroh may only re.ult in •. 
brck4n windowoauaing ~ittle phYSical damage to the building 
(~~ell under the $10,000 threshold). but the emotional and, 

!,sye::o:cw:rieal damage to church member. iaincalculable.· . , 
~!.:r.i!3:::y,'a spray painted,mesDage of hato ona houDeof worship 
!. Cl~.aso&ult on the very oore of • fundamental prinoipal

. 
of. . 
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freedom .. Yet it' do•• not re,ult in 8ignifiCatlt: monetary damage. . .... 
.and therefore', i. not ,actionable undor seotlon 2t'. A lIre that 
dt')~",,,/")t lipread: may w~llj oauae leI. than $10,000 in damage. 

, 	 ' 

. . . 'R .R. 3525 would go a long way toward addres.ing these . 
conce~ns~ The redrattingof the commerce clause paragraph in 
cubc~etion (b) (1) ·to make cle.r that an offen•• that -.tfeet. 
:':'1ter~~l:e ••• oommerce- is covered by.the statute, would broaden 
the reach of the etatute. Under this amendment1t would nO 
longer ·~e necessary to establish as a jurisdictional prerequisite
that. the defendant himself moved in interstate oommerce or u••d a· 
f .. ci~ity in'interstate commerce. Instead it would be enough, to 
show th2t his conduct had an imp~ct on1nterstate commerce -- a 
stanc~'!"d more in line with existing criminal' statutes outlawing, 
Cor exa::lple, the possession of certain weapon., ,LS..a. leO.S.C. 
~" ~~'.' ~24, or the' use of fire or explosive devices, JL.JL. 18 

U. S ..C. e(4 (i). This amendment would allow the Department to 

p~oce~-:. against defendants who target religious'structures. 


?o'N'C'ver, b~c:auBewe believe that there maybe con8titutional 
l!~+tho:':"::y for Ccmgres8 to adopt a more ~ansive jurisdictional 
a;pro~c:-., we would. like to 'work with the.' Committee to explore
this ~~ssibi11ty.·' , . 

. ':-h~ reducti.on of' the 'S10,OOO :in damages 'requireine~t ,i8also 

a:1.!.~;;:~::-tant step in the right direction • We would also like ~o 

exp!cre whether it is. appropriate to reduce·further or eliminate 

e~ti~~~y the damages requirement. The dcmonetrable and 

u!':.rr.:' .. - ;,k~ble threats .conveyed by spray painted swastika.s on 

g'?nac:..,e~t~esor gunshote fired through church windows inflict . 

ser!c-'.:s ,assaults. on, religious freedom and deserve federal 

ptot~:,:,,":~enunder ,this s.tatute .. The fortWlate tact that the' 

dCDt.~:ct::'on is less severe does' not make the threat les,,' 

cama;::'1g•.' 


::'::ally, theComrnittee may al'so want to consider addIng ,the 

wor~$ "~acialor ethnic· to sUbsection <a, (1) of Section 247 

A~t,·-r· ~:: .. word -religious,· 80 the full provision would read 


, ·:'r::.te~t:cnally defaces, damage., or destroys any religious real 
, 	 prope~~y, because 6fthe religious, racial or ethnic character ot 

che p~~·?i'!rty." , This, woUld. firmly re.chany: attack of a church , 
that !stied~otheracial or ethnic characteristic. of the 
~~tr.b~!"s of the church or house of' worship.' . 

~'i~ apprec1ate the opportunIty to express the view. of the 

J,,=':ni~:'.~t.ra.tion on this bill, and look forwarcl to ~rkins with the 


Co..",!.~~." toward. it. enactment:nJ;; J,.. .. 
Andrew Poi. . 

As,iatant. Attorney Ge~eral 
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BUREAU OF ALCOHOL" TOBACCO AND FIREARMS _ 
ARSON AND EXPLOSIVES DIVISION 

ARSON ENFORCEMENT BRANCH. 

DATE: JUNE11. 1996 

CHURCH FIRES-FACT SHEET 

. , 

NUMBER OF ACTIVE CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS AT 
PREDOMINANTL YAFRJCAN AMERICAN CHURCHES IN THE 
SOUTHEAST qNITED STATES, SINCE JANUARY 1995: ............ ~ ............... ~.~~ ..... 24 
{SEE PAGE 3 -; GREEN} , IN 1995 ... , ............ ~ 

IN 1996....... :...... II 

-----.- _. ----_.._"•. 

FIRES BY STATE (INCLUDING THOSE sOLveo BY ARREST) 

TENNESSEE 6 ., 'SOUTH CAROLINA 
, 	 LOUISIANA '5 ALABAMA 

MISSISSIPPI' 3 NORTH CAROLINA 
GEORGIA , 1 VIRGINIA 

NUMBER QF PREDOMINANTLY AFRICAN' AMERICAN 
CHURCH HIRE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE SOUTHEAST 

. UNITED'STATES, SINCE JANUARY 1995, THAT HAVE _ .. 
BEEN SOLVED' BY ARREST:' ..... ;........ ~ .• " ....... ~ ... ;.~ .......... ~ ...................... : ..........6 

'~ , ", . ". ' ­
. ~ ,. 

NUMBER OF PERSQNS 'ARRESTED: ';~"":'P .........:~ •••• : .........' ................... ~: ...........8 
(SEE ,PAGE 2 --PINK) 

NUMBER'OF'PREDOMINANTlYAFRICAN AMERICAN· CHURCH 

FIRES INTHE SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES THAT HAVE BE'EN 

CLEAREDiBY ATF CERTIFIED FIRE INVESTIGATORS AS . 


" 'ACCIDENTAL FIRES, SINCE JANUARY 1995: .................................... :.............. 6 
, " , (S~E PAGE 2· 'PINK) . "-.,,. --., ..... , ­

NUMBER OF OPEN A l'F ,CHURCH .FIRE INVESTIGATIONS' 
NATIONWIDE SINCE' JANUARY 1995 (ALL CHURCHES): ....... ~ .............. : ........'.... 49 

- ',' , , , IN 1 995 ...... ~ 1 2 

IN, 1996......37 
NUMBER ·OF ATF CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS . 
NATIONWIDE 'SINCEOCTOBER 1991. (ALL CHURCHES): ~ .. ' .... ; ... : ....................... 14.5­

. " , 

I 



-...... ' ~ .... .... _- _.......... 

" 	 , ! .' ~... \...£""' ..... "'.v"".. ,..,....... -	 .. ..,. " ' 

, ' 

(PINK),' . ·2­
CHURCH FJRf:S FACT SHEET 


, CASES, CLOSED BY ARREST 
SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES- JANUARy't996 TO PRESENT' ' 

',-, .' " 	 ," 

DATE OF FIRE:'NAME OF CHURCH , LOCATION, " , -NAME OF ARRESTED-DATE 

,---..........-----'.,---:----.~---'-----"--~. ---'-------:-----'--:---- ­
06-20-9,5, MT. ZION AME CHURCH WILLIAMSBURG CO., SC. , GARY COX ,"- JUNE 95 

'TIM WELCH -JUNE 95 

06-22-95 MAPEDONIA BAPTIST' MANNING, SC 	 SAME AS ABOVE 

08-15-95 ',ST. JOHN 8APTI,ST' : LEXINGTON CO., SC 	 ROGER EMERS'ON • MAY 96 
17 YEAR OLD MALE ' 
17 YEAR OLD MALE, 

, ' ' 

02-28·96 , NEW UBERTY BAPTIST TYLER., ALA8AMA CHRIS DEER· MARCH 96 

, , 

, 03-30-96 EL BETHAL CHURCH " SATARTIA, 'MS 	 ENOCH ADAMS -MARCH 96 

06-06-96 ' MATTHEWS PRESflYTERIAN 'CHARLOTTE, NC' 	 13 YEAR OLD FEMALE - ' 

JUNE 1996 . , 


, 	 , 

ACCIDENTAL FIRES 
SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES - JANUARY t995 TO PRESENT " 

, " ' ",' , I' ,',",,' ,,",'.', 

DATE NA'ME OF CHURCH '~' "LOCATION Of CHURCH' ". CAUSE 

. 1· 

, 

12-11-96 "JERUSALEM BAPTIST; 

,-, .' 
' 

ELECTRICAL
BOLIGEE. ALABAMA 

02-03-96 GRAYLAND 'BAPTIST RICHMOND, VIR'GINIA ' ELECTRICAL 

, 03-12-96 " MT. ROSE aAPTIST , ,PURDUE HILL, ALABAMA " ElECTRICAL 
. ., . -'-'.~--'-- "-~~,.f:~. . .,. 


03-13-96 ST. J~MES CHURCH GOD G,ll.SrONIA, NORTH CAROLINA VAGRANTS 


03-25-96 MISSIONARY BAPTIST SELMA. ALABAMA ' THUNDER STORM 


03-25-96, " KRONE BAP1"IST CHURCH ", RANKIN Cp., MS THUNDER STORM 

", 

'04-07-96 ST, PAULS PRIMITiVE BAP.'~AUDEROALE CO.• MS , CIGARETTE 

06-08-9S LEXINGTON PRESBYTERIAN l:.EXINGTON. SC THUNDER STORM 

.. - NOT A FULL ATF INVESTIGATION:CC & 0 BY STATE INVESTIGATOR), 
, . " .' 

1',' 



..... v,," _-.f ....... ...... _V_ ......... _ _.:. ....... 

*-. '--*--­• t "" • '.' - - -- "--­

". 
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" 

", .,~' ..' 
(GREEN) . 

CHURCH FIRES FACT-SHEET 


ACTIVEATF 'CHURCH FIRE iNVESTIGATIONS 
, . AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES 

SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES 

JANUARY 1995 TO PRESENT 

DATE , NAME, OF CHURCH 'LocATION ATF DIVISION ,'. 
, , 

01-13":95, JOHNSON GROVE BAPTIST BELLS, TN ,NASHVILLE 
01-13·95' ,MACEDONIA BAPTIST , DENMARKt TN NASHVILLE 
01':'.31~95 MT. CALVERY BAPTIST HARDEMAN CO.; TN , NASHVILlE 
12':22-95, ,MT~ ZION BAPTIST : BOLIGEE, AL' BIRMINGHAM 
12-30-95 "SALEM BAPTIST , 'GIBSON CO. t TN NASHVILle" ­

" , 

01-06-96 OHOVAH AME CHURCH· ORRUM. NC ' CHARLOITE 
, 01-08-96 : 'INNERCITY CHURCH , KNOXVILLEt TN NASHVILLE 

01-11-96 LITTLE MT. ZION BAPTIST GREEN CO., AL , BIRMINGHAM 
01-11-96 MT,'ZOAR BAPTIST GREEN CO., AL BIRMINGH.AM 
02~01-96 ' CYPRESS GROVE BAPTI,ST' E. BATON ROUGE, LA ,NEW ORLEANS, " 
02~01-96 ST. PAULS FREE BAPTIST E. BATON .ROUGE, LA ' NEW ORLEANS, 
02-01-96 SWEET HOME BAPTIST " 'E. BATON ROUGE, LA NEW 'ORLEANS~ 

,02-0'1-96' • THOMAS CHAPEL BEN. SOC. E. BATON ROUGE, LA NEW ORLEANS 
02-21-96 GLORIOUS CHURCH OF GOD RICHMOND, VA WASHINGTON 
03-05-96 ST. PAUL AME CHURCH ' 'HATLEY, MS" BIRMINGHAM 
03·20~96' NEW MT. ZION BAPTIST RULESVILLE, MS . BIRMINGHAM 
03-27-96 ' G,AYS HILL BAPTIST MILLEN, GA Al"LANTA 
04-11-96. ' ST. CHARLES BAPTIST .~AINCOURTVILLE, LA .NEW ORLEANS 
04-13-96; ROSEMARY BAPTIST; BARNWELL, SC CHARLOTTE 
04-26-9p· EFFfNGHAMBAPTIST , EFFINGHAMt'SC CHARLOTTE 
06·14-96, MT. PLEASANT ,BAPTISTTIGRETI: TN NASHVILLE 
05-23-96 'MT. TABOR BAPTIST CERRO' GORDO, NC CHARLOTTE 
05-24--SB, PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST, " LUMBERTON, NC ' CHARL01TE' 

. 06-03-96: RISING STAR BAPTIST 'GREENSBORO, AL BIRMINGHAM. 

~TOTAL 24 " 

(NOTE: 'DoES NOT INCLUDEACCIDENTAL FIRES OR CASE~ CLOSED BY ARREST .' 

http:BIRMINGH.AM
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6/18, 2:30p 
CHuRCH ARSON LEGISLATION 

• 	 The Administration strongly supporrs legislation passed by the House on Tuesday that 
would enhance the government's tools to prosecute church arson and desecration. 

• 	 The bills would put ntee~!f into existing criminal law banning church desecration 
(e'xisting law has only been used ~ since enacted in 1988) by:

, , 

• 	 removing excessive proof requirements, 

.' 	 eliminating the ,$10,000 damagetbreshold, 

• 	 making illegal damage motivated by the racial orethriic character of members of 
the 'church, . 

• providing compensation for victiIris of the crime who suffer personal injury, 

., providing loan guarantees Jorrebuildmg, 

,SIDE BY SIDE -- CHlJ"RCH ARSON BILLS 

House bill (on ,floor. 6/18) 

§1 Short title·'-Church Arson Prevention 

Act. 


The H9use bill does not iIiclude fIndings. 


§2 AIilendments to 18 uSC 247. 

Interstate commerce. The House bill would 
simplify the existing requirement to establish 

Senate bilI (Kennedy 6117 draft) 

Same. 

§2 Findings. The Senate bill would make 
extensive' findings, laying the, legal 
groundwork of Congressional authority to 
act in these cases, under the Coti:ltherce 
Clause and 13th & 14th Amendments. 

§3 Amendments to 18 USC 247. 

IncerscQce commerce. The Senate bill would 
make the same change to 247, and would 
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an interstate commerce tontlection,.r'equiring 
mat the offense "is in or affects interstate 
comtnerce. " 

Damage thre~hold. The House bill would 
remove the requirement that over $10,000 in' 
damage be caused. 

Racial motivation. 'f,he House bill would 
establish' a new standard, prohibiting 
destruction of religious property because of 
the race, color. 'or ethnic characteristics of 
any individual associated with that property. 
An interstate conunerte connection would 
not be required. 

Penalty. No provision. the eXIstmg 
penalty of 247 would continue, a maximum 
of 10 years. 

Statute oj limitation. 'No provision.. The 
existing statute of limitation, 5 years, would 
continue. 

Real property. The House bill would clarify 
that the laW would prohibit damage to real 
property. 

§2(b) Compensation of victims. .The 
House bill would make; victims of this crime 
who have suffered personal injury eligible 
for VIctIm assistance :E~~!'ek~~:::!::i;!WZt;mt
~~~~~~~).:. ,;.::,.;,:.,,,.\.,,:;,,),:,:;;(';:,,,.,,,,,,:,;,:,::,:::,;:::':: 

. §? Access to Coinrthinity Development 
Loan' Guarantees. The House bill would 
make victims of these crimes eligible for 
loan guarantees to rebuild. [in process] 

END OF HOUSE BILL 

141 00 J /004 

also allow' a showing that the defendant 

traveled in interstate coi.n:merce ot used the' 

. mail . or any facility or instrumentality of 

interstate cominerce (i.e. telephone). 


Damage threshold. TIle Senate bill would 
also remove the $10,000 threshold. 

Racial motivation. The Sehate bill 'would 

establish the same standard, and would also 

prohibit such destruction based on the 

religious characteristics of any individual 

associated with the property. 


Penalty. The Senate bill would increase the 
. maximum penalty from 10 to 20 years, . 
consistent with the Federal arson statute. 

Statute of limitation. The Senate bilI would 
increase the statute of limitation to 7 years, 
consistent with the. Federal arson statute. 

Real property. The Senate bill would clarify 
,that the law would protect "fixtures ot 
religious objects contained within a place of 
religious worship" as well as real propert'y. 

§4. Compensation of viCtims. The Senare 
bill containS a similar provision. ir,liik 
~~~~~ftii:~~~'ili.i'~l '.. 'W.""N"" < 

§5. Access to Community Development 
Loan Guarantees. The Senate bill contains . 
a similar provision. [in process] 

§6. Authorization for additional 

investigators. The Senate bill would 


. authorize funds, as necessary. for additional 

investigators and technical support for ATF. 
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§7. Authorization for CRS. The Senate 
bill would authoriZe additional funds, as 
necessary, for additional mediators and 
conciliators of the CdIiimunity Relations 
Service of the Depatnnent of Justice. 

§8. Reauilioriz(ltion of the Hate Crime 
Statistics Act. The Senate bill· would make 
pennanent the Hate Crime Statistics Act of 
1990~ A bill doing this has already passed 
in the Senate. 

§9. Severability. the Senate bill would 
sever any unconstitutidnal provision frbm 
affecting other provisions in the Act. 



The Church Arson Prevention Act Qf 1996 

DUD's Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund 


July 1996 


. The Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996 includes a Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund 
administered by HUD that enables HUD to guarantee up to an aggregate of $10 million in 
private sector loans to help nonprofit organizations finance the rebuilding of structures 
damaged or destroyed by acts of arson or terrorism. The Fund is in~nded to help facilitate 
private lendirig to these institutions, most of which are under-insured or in need of multiple 
sources of capital and credit to proceed with their rebuilding efforts. Since the loans are to 
be guaranteed by the Federal government, state- or federally-chartered financial institutions 
will set the interest rates, not the Federal government. This Fund requires no additional 
appropriation; rather, excess FHA multifamily housing funds are used to cover the risk. 

HUD will partner with affected church organizations and the financial lending 
community to ensure swift implementation of this program. The Department will meet with 
representatives of affected organizations to better assess their rebuilding needs and to help 
them coordinate the use of donations and financial lending sources. HUD will also work with 
the financial community to identify potential lenders and form loan participation pools. HUD 
intends to have the Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund in operation by the fIrst week of 
September 1996. 

Proposed Implementation. Schedule 

Week of July 15 
. ~ " 

Monday" July 22 

Friday, July 26 

Wednesday, July 31 

Tuesday, September 3 

HUD meets with church organizations, lenders, nonprofits 
.and foundations .. to·discuss coordination and 
implementatio'n 

Put final rule into clearance within HUD, Justice 
Department, and Office of Management and Budget 
(Prevention Act requires rulemaking) 

Rule cleared by agencies; send final rule to Federal 
Register 

Publish final rule in the Federal Register for effect in 30 
. days 

HUD Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund goes into effect 

Distribute underwriting guidelines to financial institutions 

PHOTOCOPY 

PRESERVATION 
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'THE WHITE HOUSE ) , 
" (' , 

o'fficeof, the' pressse'cretary 
\ 

,For "Immediate Release 'June ,19; 1996' 

" PRESS 'BRIEFING', 
'I' " 

BY-VlCE PRESIDENT ALGORE, I,' 

'DEVAL:PATRICK,ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, FOR CIVIL RIGHTS; 

, , -: 'JAMES "JOHNSON, ';ASSISTANT SECRETARY 'or THE TREASURY FOR ENFORCEMENT; 


, " , '),,' AND' ,",' 
'i ,,/ ,'BRUCE KATZ'," CHIEF OF STAFF, " 
" ,DEPAJ,<TMENTOF HOUSING, AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

.-; / 

The Briefing Room;, \ 
' ..' 

' 

,( 

,3:55 ~P~M. ,EDTr 

~ " . 

, ,;,' "THE, VICE PRESIDENT: ,~ellO~I'·~ant ..toacknowledg~ 'my 
colle~gue's 'here who are. going -to respond'tp your questiohs-""! Devcil 
pat::ick,' As~{s,tant Attorney Gen~rali for, civil Ri9ltts; Ja,mes, Johnson, 
Ass~st,ant '$ecretary ·of the Treas,ury'for, Enforcement; ·a,nq Bruce Katz" 
chie~ of Staff.at ,the ,Department of, Housingano. Urban De.ve~l()I>ment. 

, " , "presidiant Clinton arid I ,have j'ust conclud,eda: very' ' 
:produ9tiy'e, and heartening meeting with a 'number of governors from 
'states wher~ there have ,be~n burnings ,of'housesof worship . ,We wer~ 
joined in this meeting byseve:r.:al of the members 6fCongr'ess 'i~' both 
parties' who have been' most active /on this ',issue • Also" m,embers' 


'representing t,he, leadership of the' J,udic.iarY 'cqmmittee' and the ' 

'\ leadership, of the ,congressional Black, Caucus. ."',' ".' , ,', " 


" . -" , ", ' I .. , 

. " 

,. , The ,dialogue which'took place in ,th~ cab'inet Room just 
now was ,'if not unprecedented, certainly :e?'traordinary: There was ' 
n,ot a trace of any partisanship-- I ,want to add",of, course," because 

• thenH;>od 'of the 'nieetingwascompletely emtithetlcal to any hint.' of, " 
,part,isa,nship •. 'There 'was a very creat.ive, and. productive discussion of, 
a, wide range .of" options, for ,catalyzing, a, full fledged, ,nationwide 
all":',out response to this issue., ' ",," , " ' .' ',j" :. " 

/ ' 

, . The rash of church .burnings / andburnings'of otl1er houses 
, :of~6rship, tha't 'has" swept particular1l',a,cross the south represents an' 
.:affront to,:r.:el:i,giollS liberty and rac'i~ltolerarice., I',mpartic:ularly . 
, saddened, ~ :may I, say personally" . and angered, that so many of these " ' , 
cowardly acts have occurred in my home state of Ten,nessee . I w:as. 
glad for the presence of 'and c'omments by Govern,or Don. Sundquist· pf ' 
T,enn'esse~., " . ,,' " ",' 

. './" ',: I 

,> " It was heartening to, hear leaders ~ron{ 'both parties, arid" " 
fr6mall, 'across the nation find commongrouhd in ,our 'shared . 
deterniinatlon,tostopthese" crimes." Our first-. response. was. to 
interislfy enforcement· and' to, ensure' 'the' cooperation,.' completely' t' 

, d_evoid of, competitlon/, .between- federal· and st~te and 'local' ­
'. authorities so that ,we can find out effE'.ctively and quickly what, 
lfappened in each of·' these instances.and, 'wherever,'ppssible, (irrest 
'~nd punis1;l, anyone who 'may b~responsiblt::.'. Hundreds. of federal agent~ 

, ,'are now in ,the fieid~w:orking, cl,osely'with' sta,teand local dfficia'ls.~ 
I'm pleased ,that in ,an i,ncreasing n~mber, of these 'cas~s ,arrests, are, 

", 'being made., Justl'es't:er<;'l.ay"an,arrest was made in the':burni'ngof'a ' 
,church' 'in Enid, Oklahoma last w'eek.· . . , 

, . . - ." ., .. 

,'- Second, we have encou..raged, communities 'acros\sAIT\erica to 
come' together to h'elp rebuild the houses of worship that, have been,,:,' 
'burned and desecrated. We,' re: particularly pleased tpat' .groups .. \ ' 

, "';. ' '\ 

, I, 

MORE' 
.; , 

, ' 

:" , 



I 

• 
\ 
,) 

, 
'. 

. ~ I 	 ~.-

- :2, - . 	 .:. 

:rangingf~rom, the.;,National Council· of Church~s· to Habi:tat.For : . . 
,Humanity, the Southern Baptist Convention, the .Christian Coalition," 
. the }1.nti-Defamation Leaguer of a'NaiB'R;ith 'and manyother~ -- ·the \.. 

LabOrers; uriion-~ are .joiningin "this 'mobilization. ,of conscience.. We . 
agreed: ~hat we .will ask all Americans to redouble our efforts to: help 
our neighbors rebuild~ ~art of the message coming out: of today's ' .. 
meeting to anyone who would ·burn a house of worship is ~ you' wIll 'not;, " 
wip. :.' '.\ , ' " . .' '. \. "" .. '" . . , .'.' .' ..' , 

I ,
f ; .~ , 

The h~uses; olf w~rship' wil i ' bef rebuilt. Arid in each' 
,case, ·the community wi,llbecome' strpngerin the prQcess'. ,The 
profession of faith by thp'se wl:loworship 'in these churches ,and 

'.. synagogues and .mosqueswil~ .continue. . 
, 	 "',,, ~ t 

, ,'AS important as enforcement and 'rebuilding are'; it' is of 
course: far better to. prevent. these churches' and other houses· of· .'" 
worship from being burneQ in,the"first instance. As we discussed ' 
with the governors and memb.ers of Congress, ;an¢l. also state attorneys ': 
general who joined the' Pr.esident. and his, Cabinet for: this discussion; 

'we. must·;turn. our attention. topreventior:as :the. ,best' and most. lasting, 
community response ..to these outrages.. .;; 
.' . ,,', "" ',,' . '\ :' " .,':. ',. '. ,', " .'.'. . .. - ' ," ',' \' , " 

, . '.' .. ', . Today~' on behalf. of· the President', l 'm'announcing that' . " 
President "Clinton ' has ,directed James Lee Witt,the:Administrator qf\ \ 

',the ,:federc-q Emergency, Management. Agency, albn.9' with, Attorney Gen'eral, . 
" Janet ~en<:> and 'treasury: Secretary Bob· Rubin,to work wIth the '. ,: " . (\ , 

, : ,governors to frame a. nati¢nal prevention,initiative,' state by state, 
, '.~sing; federal ~ " state~nd private sector res6urc~s·! .:W~ will help' 

churches\iith surveillance,' sec.u;r.j.ty, house o.f· worship watch groups, 
and ef,fort.s, to' identifY-"a'nd spot',· risks.,' " 

. '. 'Th~' 'gdvernc?rs we~e uniformlyenthu'sias~ic' about' thiS' 
. initiative. We look forward ,to working cl,osely,with them in the 

'. coming days·.... 'And pre'sid~nt Clinton's' message is" very;· very, clear: 
.	All AmeI:icans. hav~ the 'freedom t.oworship "1herever and whenever, they' 
choose. ,We ,willz"ot let, peop'leof faith 'be'terrorized' by " 
pra.ctitioners of ·hate. . 'y' '. " '"," 

,'Now I. would like to turnth~podiumover to Deval, 
., Patrick .and James . Johnson and ,Bruc'e Katz to' answer any ~questioris you' 
"have about the 'meeting ,and the;:, National Pr.eventionInitiative. 

• . \ .,-' I •• , ~, "'" -. 	 • 

\ Q' . V~ce. Pres~dent Gore, some of the· governors were .,. 
}, talking about a natio:nalday of wor,ship.' <Was" thE?re any formal " 

setting of; a date'for somethingliRe.thator,agreemen:t on.something. 
'li~e' that? 	 '. . ' '. '. . . ." , 

\. ' 
" . I ... 

',THE VICE'PRESIDENT.: ':J:. antl.cipate' you will hear"f~rther' 
• a.nnourlcelJlent about that· 'at·a 'later, time. ~ ! ,.' 

" ' 

. '. Q VicePresid'ent G'ore,the three dozen black 
. :chur.c~es, , is .the com~9n denominator raci~m? ' .. 

, , 
, '. 

',THE VIG:E P~ESIDENT:, The inves't,igation is still . 
-underway, and ,the question of9rganized.conspiracies for som~ .ora!lY 

.l . number ,of' thes/i?churchesand' other' houses of.' worship ,remains ,an' open, ' 
question. But, . someone was quote~ in art article analyzing this 
,situation ,this morning, as' saying the 'conspiracy; ,i~ rac!ismits,elf,. ,MY; 
personal' view is' that, there wi,lI be at ,the 'end of -the day a num:Qerof 

. dif.ferent mothiations found for different case's; but that for a, very: 
large number of,therq what yqu W~11 find·; ultimately, ':.Ipredict, is' 
,that·a ·c,ominon thread of'unde'rlying racism' iS,present and .individuals.. 
in different circumstances and with different additional 'motivations 
at times become apart"of 'the l,arger pattern." 

~, l 	 . 
" ,~utl~tme .tress. tha:tthein~est±~a~ion 'is s~ili 

con-tinuipg and -"such conc.lus~oris .are. prem~tur~."·I 'do fleel on 'safe 
1.., 

. 	 )', .... ,,' 
" ~, / 

MORE 	 . '. 

\ 
\ 	 .' ' 
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ground in s,ayingthat ~6r a large riumber of ,them 'the qUote I 
mentioned earlier is ..'accurate;, the:-conspiracy is racism itself. ," i ~< , , • • \ \, ) " •I" I J 

,Thank,you. 
" ' j" ,:." 

. "MR. ,PATRICK: ThanR you; Mr. 'Vice' President", 'We 'thought 
we would summarizeb,riefly the' 'different presen,ta,ti,onswe, made and 

, theri' take, your qUestions" if you have any. ,,, , " 
.. ",,' ',- '.(, ' 

) '\' , I, ' 

, , As' co:"dh'~ir ,with Mr. : Johnson !ofthe National ,Task Force, 
, 'we brief,ed the governors' o~ ,what our sense, today is' of the, scope of 

the'problem'.W:e hand'ed'out a state-by~statebreakdown';:of fires arid 
desecr~t~dris~ri Bouses of worship civer\the last six y~ars that·have 
been. investigated by "federal ,authorities.' There are ,216 on that, ' 

'/:,list, based on theinformatiori 'we 'vecompiled ,s,o far, of which we" , 
, have' solyed about a third.' ,', ' " 

" 
. ',' ,','--. 

, ,Th~ dramatic increase has occurred in the last' IS 
months'. ,Halfof~ that' ,number of 216 have occurred· in the iast 18 

, ,months;: 70 percent :of 't1:;.ose 'represent fires in th'e' southeast' of bla'c~ 
, churches.' 'The investlgat~on",however, is not, limited to 'black ' ", 

( , ,", churches i . it 'includes white churches", synagogues ,ahd 'm6sqUe~, as 
, well. ,"" ; ,',' " 

• .' ,I, 

,,', "We talked, about .:the numbe'rof resources ,we:' ve" dedicated 
, to this" and some additional resources, that w.e' re , 'intending" to ,','" ' " 
'dediqate to it\through ,soine reallocation of re~ources) in' the': , 
,Department of Justice. We, emphasized ,the impor;taiice ,of cooperation 
,with ,st'ateand local ;law' enforcement~ ,That hasi been the case II'). many 

,;of the, cases 'we' via, 'solved already, working 'through ' local,tci:skfo,~ce~', 
through the Unit;.~d'states at;.torneys, 'the state ,attorneys gerieral, the: 

~,i ',. .
DAs, state PQlice,' stat.e fire marshals; ATF and FPI 'have all be,en ' 
.working ,really in' many ways, in 'unprecedented 'cooperation' at ,the 

" I , state leve,l. ': And, everyone" unanimously concurred ,with the importance 
'of 'that" that we should put c'ompetitio!l ,among the 'agencies aside and 
focus on cooperat'ion -to get tQ the, bo:ttom of, these., "," . ,'- . 

" MR." PATRI,CKi' ,I'm goi,ng to' let Mr. John.son do tha,t ~ 

, ,'Q .: Mr. 'Patrick, I saw ~'quot~ attributed to ydu, this, 
: " morning in the paper talking about '~m ,extreme climate ofracism~Can, 

, " i. # .,' " • • ,.' ,_

"YQu elaborate on why, you thl.nk 'there l.~ ,thl.s, ,cll.mate and, what,', :, " 
anybody., from the president, on down,: car., do about it since it's ,been 
so' dee:r;>ly rooted?' ' ' , , ' \'" 

': . 

,. MR. PATRICK:' .Wel'l, I ca~·':tell'yqu what'I,me:~ntand.what 
'I s'aid .. We have -~ I wisp you :could see what comes across. my desk, . 
droves i'and droves>.;..-· " . ' " . . 

, . r- ", 

Q ' . ,Okay. ' (La.ug~ter), 
, \ Tha;t;il~' get 'yo,u in, trouble. ' 

,l , 
, " 1 ',', " • 

, , ,MR. PATRICK:' . -- of a publi c nature, scor,es,' hundreds, 
:th.ousands .of' complaints ~fgenuin'e andreal"per~on~l ac~s of 

, ' I 
" / I. ,unfairness and intolerance again~t people because, of who they, are", 

r '_ ". "what', they are~ what they 'believe .. , 

\ ' ' • .' ., "'." .(, ' ".' ,'I. 

, ,? :,' And you could' c'pme aviay ,',it you ,were inclined,' with a' 
rather,gr:i,.mview of the state of, not;, jl:St ot American rage" 

, 
" relations,'but of'American citizenship. That, I think, is the real 

issue. : And ,I think' we have' seen' -:-' we have seem in some,' of the' ' , i ; 

,'hysteria ~nd. extrem~sm of JPubiic dis,course, oh, a,\rHdevar~'e;ty of 
,is~ues ,contributions; to a climate which ,is not al~aysconducive to 
,,' .,' ',' '. ' - \ I 

, \ . " 

I,,' 
1 ' 

MORE 

.;.' 

, ' , r 
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,I' 

the importance, . I, think,'· in America .of 'seej,ng-:o'ne 'sstak~. in each 
other's ·struggle. " ' 

::.< 	 "l_ 

, ..r think that is an impo~tantcivicideal. and ,has,been 
·.'for.'a longtime inthi'sco:untl:y. : Doesthat".mean that there isi,no . 

/ hope?, ,AQSO,lutely ndt ',' One of the goods that maY,cqme out of. this;. 


current crisis,' and we. talked qboutit a great,deal in. the,II!eeting 

'with the' President and the governors ; is a real coming' together, " , 
 'i 

" 	across' all t~ose di(fer,ences, in the int~rest of rebuilding ,these .' 
9hurches'and rebuild~ng. communities.· And that's what ,I was trying ~'. : 
tp '" <' 

. " 	 , I 

. '. ',Q, . . You. say that a lot of these cases have a:iready been 
solv,ed . and there 'h~sbeeI} lrivesrtigatfon.· What ,h~s be,enthe,' , . 

,motivation from. ;:'hose 'who have -:-- .you know,' i~.th~re,atremd, a 
pattern? What are they saying" of} why they did it? . . ," ­

'., 	 ," ~ 

,MR. PATRICK: ' Well,. in. the,-~and' I ,sh,Opld ,say· we have 
s61ved about· a third 'of .those that. have'b,een investigated over. the' 

· prev'io,us;, 'six,years'.·. ,We are ·just 'beg.innl.ng to ,make progress ,in' the, 
spike in the, last 18. months ~,They say' a variety of. things. .Many,\ 

·,many. face' up toand'spea~on their., own racist ,motivations. That is 
not always the case.. Ttie?=,eare many. motiva:tions'~ ,.," 

, ';" '. . 	 "", -, 

, , 	 j 

. ,And I 'want to, ,emphasize thCl;t ·the investigation.is 
conside'ti:ng all.of the motives •. We ,are doing this, as ,I .think, " 
profess'iqnals are suppqsed 'todq :thfs' .:.~> by ,following. all. the leads 
and a:).1 the evidence, 'wherever t.heytake us. But ,we are' hearing.. 

J attituqes ,in some 'of the cases' where ~aC?e 'is a motive/and that what. 
stir~,that :attitude 'ma'yhave absolutely nothing to do with. the " . 

.particular, congregation or, .p·articular 10c~tion.. ,.It 'maybe that; you 
'know, 'they had a hard tJme on :the' job.' or ,lost their job' or '. something' '. 
'has goner wrong ,at '~bme and. they have had too 'much to drink, an9.. ,off ,:;
" 'they ,.go. '.' ··f '~.' 	 ~ 

'.j 	
,And what 's:uriderpeath' comes to the surface and they actl' 

, on that in some of, these cCl:ses. I· think, though, w,~ haves6 ml.?-ch. / 
work to do in solving so 'many of, :the open imrestigationsitha1;:. .before 


· we ~¢an make ,any fair· generalizations about. cillof these cases asa . ' 

class we probably .:.- t ~p,robably have:: said too much. , 'i ' . .' .' 


. '" . 	 f, ' 

'Q,~ 'Was the !word, "deriiai" ·did that'come uP' in· your' 
· meeting,' the ·word· "denial'~?' '... . . ' 

'.1,•• ' 

MR.~ PATR.ICK: '. No~' 	
. ) 

, " 

/ 	 . , , " 't 

Q 'You 'm~an,nobody is Willing to ,talk .ab9u.t a' racist 
'soci~ty 'or that they themselveS? '1I\ay bera'cist or that' we have' a'· h~avy ,­
denial that' we have ,to get through .. in order to look, ,at the issues; .' 
d'id 'that not come up' in J this meeting? , , ", " 

',', "" MR •. PATRICK: ,"The question ,of weil, the' wo:r:d .. 
."deniaI,nfirst of all, did not come .up.·'I'll tell you what did. come .	up ,was' th'e notion that'it ,w~s very;i.mportant' to. ,take what some' bfthe' 
teachers would calla t,eaching opportunity from these tragedies; to' ­
begin to find ways to bring com~l'unitiE!s .together . And I, think' you" re 
goingtq .see tha,t." There ?lr~.'efforts.to galvalii~e volunteers, . ' 
craftspeople, . arid, unski,11ed p~ople t·o rebuild the churches .... 1 

contributions that'hayebeen expressedpy private entities, private" 
inciividualst'o . the White, House ," to the '. National' Council of ,Churches 

, . .'~ I' . I' /'. 	 ' 

, and .others"has b~e,nunprecedented'. . ' 
_i', 

. .,' , And::i ·th,ipk th~t ,t'he' people gathered: around the t'able 
,i 	wanted'to'thirlk about ways to use t;:hese tragedies to try 'to begin,t.h~, 

kinds of conversations that are 'so difficul~ for'so many people to 
have in American communities today',

• j.". 

'. 	 i ' 

, 	 : ~' , 
f, 	 • MORE', 
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" ,Q,Can we really deal with this if we're z:1ot 
, 

going 
\ 

to' 

talk,honestly and openly about racism arid all of our, parts in it,?':I 

mean,' is there' much hope, for th~sl.mle,ss Vie get gowritothat -level~ 


MR. '"PATRICK: ',' No ~' And I think we will get down to, th~t 

'level'~-I think in a lot ,ofcommunitie~ w~ are'> getting down' to that: 

level .~", , /, ',.. 
 » , " \ ' ' 

;1 ,,'\ 
J , 

Q' Mr. 'Patrick'';';'':' 
,,'( , . ,', 

t 

,; "MR. 'PATRICK: ,I'm,not going to,'leav,e. I just, want to 

give',Mr. ,Johnso,i1,'a,chance to talk about, the prevention. ' 


. " .' ''.. ' ,,' .' \ ' , 

( I ' ' \Q', :can:t a'15k 'yo~ apout your answe~ about the sta,te of 
citizenship in this count,ry?, In, thisme'eting was, there any 
sugges~ion about?lnyli~kage b'etweE!n oklahoma, City 'and ,the 'church 

, 'bombings and the rise,of militia' and thegenera'l' state of hate :in the 

, 90unt~y? ' " , , / " 


.', 1 
{' IMR. PATRICK: ',No'~: 

, ! ,~. 

Q , 'Is the,re' any connection? '" 
" 

PATRICK:, 'Did we discuss, th:at i~, this room? No~ 
. " ' 

\ 

QW<?uld y,oil' inak~ any cqnnections?,' 
,l· I/": . 

, ' , :,' MR. 'l'ATRIC~: These are op:en investig~tions, so, no,I 
< wouldn 'tinake' any ',connection publicly. " , : ' ' 

-,' '.' , 
" " '. , . . 


" !, j ,~ , 


Q Any,differences or debates, ,about 'an'ything' -- the 

"extent of the propleinor ,how bestt6 solve it? ,O~w~s it total: 

',unanimity~ about', ~verything? 


• ." I' \. ," . J 

',MR. PA~RICK: You' re'not' look<ing ,fO~ 'cont'rover~y, are 

you?' 


,,' '/ir 

Q' "Only. if it's 'there'. ' 

.. MR.' PATRICK; No, it's' !lot, there,., 'Therei~ 'unanimity 

about the importance of prompt resolution 'of, the Ci3:ses" finding ,the 

perpetrators ai:ld'punishing them. ,Therewa9 unanimity about peefing 

up both 'the, federal ,arid, tpe' state legal tool.s. ,Tq do that, there, is, a" 


"bill ',that .. passed unanimously in't~e House yesterday that, strengthens 

"one of ,the most ,i'mportant ,tools:"1ehave in the civil rights ,~rea ,to' 


address' 'these.', , It's in the Senate now. ' " " , " " 


'There was ,~ome 'talk'about, t.he' :importance or t1)e" , 

likelih60dof;having,to~take ~i~ilar kind~ ,of steps on the state 

level." TherEa was a: i'ot 6f ta:ik about ,cooperat'ionand' then also the 

:Kinds 'of c'dnversations.that ,. Iwa's a,llud1ng\ toearr'ier' ab,out my< word" 

illy term, tea,ching opportunities. \ ,,' ,"'" ' ' ' 


• j. , • ~' , , ( , , 

Q;But is··there' 'some diff~rence ~ about" whethe,r. there is ' 
a climate' at ,the core'of all this or whether, these are more ,~solated , 
acts? 

, , ' 

.. 1 ',MR. ~,ATRICK=- ' ,No, I 'don't think ;-:--' ,first ,of all,..' I' have 

"b~'en· cle,ar, ahdev~rybody,in that~60m .'~vas, that "none',of tis is in,a ' 

position ,to draw '~ ,straight l:in'e ,from any particular hostile " 


'conversation, any particular;~incident·of ~or, ,expression of division to 

anyparticulaJ; fire. ' ,But, that" theintoleraric'e,' out,o,f wh'j.ch' spme 'of, 


,'th,ese' incidents a:i:ise~, h~s to'be 'a,ddressed' ~mg" can be ,'addressed as ,an 

' act of lea:dership~ '.' " ,.,;,' , • " ' ',,' ", '" ", , 

" ' • , ,{ ~ • "",' , " "A 1 ' 

\ Q, 
" 

Mr. Patrick" a' ,nlllnber of young peopl:e hav~: been " 
"fal;"rested' 'andsome-­

" I 

t ' 



..
". 

",, , . 

. ,I 

.. \ 

. ." Q. Cou{d.we hear' som~th,ing~pl~a~Ea;' about the 
preventiqn,effort'which is, I. ,think, the nl:!ws ofthe.day? 

;' < -', , • ' , • ,.", ~ • '. - , ' 

, " MR. JOHNSON: sur~.· . What we 'talked about i'n, terins 'of 
·protection was an effor~ that's being under:takenby, the Church. ""r'son 
TaskForce to get;. out in'formation ,that churches can' use to help . 
protect· thems~lves'. The ATF has prepared abopklet, whicl) we' rein,,":" 
the process"of' d'istributingtochu:rches in the 'southeast primariiy,· ' 

) 	 atleas.tas, a: first step -~, which goes ·thr·ough' 15 )specificsteps that 
th'ey can undertake, depending on th~, appropriateness of ,the:!.r . ' . 

·ci'rcumst.a:r1ces,',. to protect themselves .and ,to:preventthesefires. 

. .,'. Tw6 of ,the steps were,particula'~ly pertinent, to. the 
· governors that; were, gath~red ,'and, those : were . the' formation, of ~, ,or the •. ' 
,joining qt, of 'neighborhood watches' in:the ~ffort to protect the , 
churches:' ,The skcond' thing that. was' important' to .the governors -- we 

· ,felti' and. the govEarnorsagreed-- was' hc:lving' churches' and church 
meropers .. bqn together to 'go by their' ,churcheson'a'random .bas~s to ' 

".,' . make sure-:--- as ,y'ou )(now, . ~any,of these churches ,are', in ,-:very rural, . 
. ' a:r~as ;';',- ,to make, sure tl'latthe:re is p'roper attention paid•. In many" 

pfthefires, churches ,were burned. and it wasn'tdiscovereq.'until 
two, three" f.our .. days iater.that :there .had' actually .been a fire. 

, . 
. . ... What.we/wantto'd6 is encourage 'pe6ple t:omake it: known', 

that the churches' will ~e wa't:ched 'so 'that the people who engage ',in 
these acts ~- and these areusua,llyd,one'llnder cover'of ,d~rkness by 

-people, clea~ly not '}'Tilling to~ma'ke their facesknown-- to let them 
know that· they. viil'l be monitore<;i., .': '' 

_ > ' , "I . 	 ' .. ', , . . 

, . ,Q' Mr~ Johnson,' what',kind of particular federal . " . 
resources could be brought to bear in ,that effort? Would there ,be 

,'money? ,I) mean,yoti' re gutting' out 'the ,booklet' .' ... .;. ,'would there pe
visits byATF agentsi1counselingfolksonhow they might ~ndertake 
this effort?' , . ' 

MR. JOHNSON:' Well~ .our strategy' has a couple of· . ',,' 
. ,.,'c'omponents.·· There W9uld· b,e, , in 'certainciroumstances , consultation 

betw.een the ATF, the United. States Marshal'Se'rvice and local law 
enfo'rcement. The, key element here is the' cooperati'on ' and 'partnership 

. 'bet~een the 'federal'law enfoz:cement .officers ..and ,local, law ,', , /'. 
enforcementoffic,ers.. Any strategy or plan· designed ,to 'prpt~ct the 

. churc;::hes will· not 'work without the f1:l11 cooperation andpart.ioipation 
· of local law enforcement . " ", ' ' " 

I' ' 

", And what came out of this meetingw~s a 'clearco,mmitment 
for the 'fed~ral and, 10,cal law' enforc.ement .. o'fficers t~ work . together • 
The\Presiden,t discuss'edtherole ofJ'E~ and we will be I ciqnsult~ng . 

. \ · with, FEl(Ato ,helplls coordinate the 'local ,responses. .We cannot ~ f,rom 
Washington, decide' on a strategy .. tl)at' sgoirig :to be appropriate --, we'. 
eQuId, but: it :wou,ldn' t, be the best th,ingfor us :to, do' to decide on a' , 
strategy., that 's',going to be apprc;>priate in 'one of the southern , 
'states'. +t '..s much, better to get. the, states involved,"and we received 

,".' those commitments ,:today/ in developing these', strate'gies,. ' 
'. ,,' t; 	 . '. '. " 

Q'Couldthese "citizens 'who' a~e inv'ol,ved in the watch 
program's, b~ '. endangered, in any ,way;· 'in' goingc;>ut 'Co\ these ':r.ural· plac~s
at night?" .. " ".1' . " . ' . ..' . /',' j 

" 

MR ~ . JOHNSON:' . well ,oneof the 'things we' 'empha,size in ' , 
our pamphlet is ·that ,theY,are:riot to,actively ep~gage-:in protecting 

, ,the churches" but. simply' to watch the'church'i and, if they, see· . 
anything ,that i s.amiss, ,that. theyshouic9., .~,eport It to' .local ,law ., . I 

'enforcement. ' 'We have consistently emphasized that noon'e is to.take"!'·· 
_ 

. the' law Jntbthelr .own hands, because' .what: 'that. would' do' ist~k.e a : 
, I bad situation and make it much worse'. . " . . 
. 1 '!, ' . , . 	 ~. 

'.. Q: Was there~nything agre~d upon ,or arlnourlCed, today 
that" go'es 'beyond· what the 'President· announced :in the'State of the 

'" . MORE''': ' '. 
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union address' or the sp~ech down 'in South .Ca.roliI1a? It, doesn't' sound 
,to :;me. rike there iSI."that this is .all .things't.hathave,'already ,been 
, announced. . I' 

; ":., I . , , / MR. JOHNSON:'· .The' .role of.FEMA is an·'added. elemehto! 

'our strat~gy and they will/,be important, in asses\sing and gather.iI1g . \ 


" "f~deralresourceE;,to respon'd', to the ~part~cul,arlocaTities.,' problems. 


I,)'Q... ,And again, Mr. Johnson -,- , •. 
;' ) . ' " 

.\ ,'/ 

"MS~. ·GLYNN:. Cariwe.~1s6 send Bruce~Katz tal~ .about 
",". • .1 ,., 

'.1 

, I • ~ " ~ , ", • •• 

, \ Q '., .... CaI1II ask one question fIrst? 
I 

, .; . Q .:i:realize.that y6u'r~ not goingtod'ictat~'from ", I' 
,washin'gton ~ow. this happens, but ,would you envision thq,t t;.he \ churches 
"would 'S~t up things:Like', telephone 'trees' to set .up .rotations,' o'f ',' 
peoplewho"might drive 'past a, church, 'that's the kind ,'of thing, you'd, 
~nvisi9n' so that if, the ,church is ,in 'a tural area,' th.~n' people take ';..' : . , 
,responsibil:ity for wednesd'ay afternoorigoing, past, and Thursday '. .~ 

. '. morriing and. somec:me els~ on Thursday? ' Is that type 'of-­
''J.' . 


\ .' ' • 1 I 


, , . MR:. JOHNS'ON:'Clearly~' that's the,. sort of thing (that can . 
" h.appen and"9ould be·mor,ehelpful. 'Them~reeyesyo~ have wa't~hing 
, these churches.~ the better it ,is to .maihtain'. the ch'l:lrch'ssecurity. " . " , '. . .., . . 

. i' Q . '.Dur·i·ngttle.civil· ~ights movement,' )ocal' lay; . 
. enforcement useq. to be.intimateJ.y 'involved,iri· a 1.0't.o'f these .attacks" 

, ; even lead,ership elements' in racial attacks ~·ts ,itbetter ,riow;·deal.ing·· . 
with.local law enforcement? 'Do'you find :the problem is hetter,now 

i' than, ~t,.wasduring''t;he Cb.,r'fLrights movement? , ' '.: . i ' 
" ., I • " " ........ 


, , .' r1~. JOHNSON: .We have ·l..,oqal an~ federal law', en,forcement, 
still some. hurdles ,to overcome in ter~s. of 'the perception~of' . 
sensitivity. to racial issues.' . And'we 've learned that from, the'· 

':miriisters who 'visited Washington' abcmt'a week. and' a, hq,lfag·o. But . , ' 

'. what, we, also. have· found' on the ground is that 'there has been, : 
tremendous cooperation between arid among federal' officials anCi state 
officiial~ in many; ,inanyof thes'e 'cases.- So I .would say that it i s 

'significemtly be,tter' .thanit :was years ago.~.' 
"'1'.. I .1 • . .., " .' 

'Q' ,: " 'Mr. Johns~n), you have stressed ' coop~ratioil 
. repeatedly here. .Did ,any 10'!. the 'govern,ors expres's,'~ny concern that 

your·federal .eff,ort·s m~gh,t somehow supe~sede' local' raw enf9rcement? 

MR. : JOHNSON: " No ~ 'One of/ the goals was-:...·tliere wa~: ~n 
'expression 9f concern,-' but, the commi'tmell't- that came' .out)of the " .­
meeting was'that we WQul,d .work /together·..Infaqt, the Attorney 

. General made clearthatt6 'the extent th1at there are local task' 
i 

'forces aireiadyin place 'working on'thes.,e probl\ems, that thefederal , 

.task forces would, not, compete withor ;replace' them.' The only ..way 
that: we ',re 'going~ to"get .on top, o'f this problem 1sthatif-we all work' 
together ... And that' wa.s a 'clear, commitment frOm 'all participants in ' 
the meeting~ '. . ' , , . ' , '.' . 

, " 

,A concern was expressed by someone?' 
"' " : 


\ . ,MR .. JOHNSON: The questi0T,l was I raised.: 


\' ;Q,.' . 'By a ,governor? 
, I' 

. MR. ,JOHNSON:' 'Was ita governor? 
. \. ,', . 

/ .,
MR. PATRICK: I d.on't,think, so 

.' 
.. '. 

··i· 

.) '. r'· 
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, ,MR.. JOHNSON: ',I ·don't think it'was agovernor"J but there,:' 
,were' also -- there were also statE! and law enforcement", "',', :~, 

','representatives thel;"e. ' " I 
, . . " -, , , " .>" • 

"I -, '115. GLYNN: How' about sB;yirig sdm~thing, Bruce Katz" -~. 
,- • " : .. /- • J "'­

"':' , 'c' ,MR. KATZ: ' ,Let,me ,talk briefly' about the, third' component " 
of the, response to',the chtirchbombings', which is, the' effort ,to" 

,~ ::rebuild.' the c:q'!lrches:. The Secretary' -~ Secr~tary Cisneros briefed 
<the <iJ0vernors,. ,I 'mBruce Katz, Chief 'of 'Staff at HUD. ' 

'", 'I 

, " ' Se'creta:iy' Cisnerosbrief~d the goverriO~S ,on' the efforts ' 
, . . .' " J . .',' '. ,',,that are underway to date.. As the V~ce Pres~dent has ment~oned, 

,there's been a huge 'outpouring of private support,which has 
bas.i:callytaken two "forms . There is ef~o;rt ,to raise ,donations ,to 

,'reb'l,lild ;th~ ',churches being, spearheadlad ~by the "National' cO,u,ncil of, 
Churches~:, whic:p.has'set a goal ,of $4 million. " There j;,s al~o' an 

: eff,ort to engage ,the volunteer networkbf Habitat, of many, religious 
, institutiohs" :6f many unions to 'also ,~help rebu;i..ldthe chur~h'es. .,' '" 

, " , ' • 'c In "terms ,'of the federal 'r'oie,,: the ~dministrati6n 1's:', 
seeking to ,establish a "national"loan gqarantee'fund~ 'This. fund ,would. ' 
el)able the',Department of Housing-and Urban Development-to; guarlilntee ", 
up to $10"million in. private" ,loans that would be' PFovided' totnes;e " , 
,institutions that :have 'been damaged': by arson or terrorism • There, ' 
wo,uldl:?e,"'nonew,appropriations sought t6capltalize' this fund.', ',' " 
Rather 'the department would basic~lly,reprogr~m existing funds, which 
are no lc:mger necessary. /" , , " ' . i 

> • ',1 ~'. I 

" ' , ' ' , So ,the effort, t'p ,rebuild ha'~ basicallY' combined public- , 
private, sector effort withprin9ipal', focus,on dOnations arid ,volunteer, 

, efforts., ,And', w\ietewe: will be needed~" ,the federal gO'\lernm~nt, will ' 
, l)elp back :some of ,the private loans that may ,be necessary to help 

rebuild . .,these institutions~, 
~, 

' " 
,\' 

,.. , 

;c, , ' ' Thanks'~ 
:1 I 

~' , 

, ", ,,', ',Q'/' is ,the 'loan 'guarantee ·program, is that"the only' 
monet<l:ry'sommitmentthat' theWhit.eHouse made' tOday? 

" " • • + , ..'. ,". : 1 ~. ~ , .:- . . "~ '.' .. . " .. . '. . ,I· 

" -MR., KATZ,:, 'That ''Would be the only ,commitment that was 
maq,e ,in, rec.Hrrd' to the rebuilq,ing eff'ort. '" 

'. \ - " 
.' . '. '. 

Q Ok~y ,what, ,~bout th.:e' 6ther. ef:f'orts? Has : money 
,'actually bee,ncommitt~d? ~, ' " " " , " , / ' 

, , 
• \ ?' 

MR. KATZ:' I'think on the - - you might want to talk t.o" 
, ,',' " ,', .. '" -' ,the· prevention, task ,force~'", " 

/', 

, " ,; MR. PATRIGK: One ;'ofthe respone;ibili.ties of, FEMA in 
'/ joining the'task force is to identify existing federal I resources that 

may, b,e available to' support '.local law enforcement in prevention., F,'or 
-example, the~e is"a concern, naturally; that ,there might be, ' 

requirements, for. oyertimepay, ~y'lbcalor state' law enforcement. i 'And; 
there may ,be ,resources that areavailable,riQwthat could be brought, 

, to be~ar to support: that;, ,We ,have .to identify ~hose" make s~ure we 
,','deal with 'all' the, legal issues that: may arise and then act. ' 'But'our 

, charge is ,to get 'on with', 'it ,and 'resolve 'thoSe, tissues as 'quickly as ' ," 
, " ' ~po'ssible. ' '", ' " ' ' ' , ' , ' ' 

. ~ " \ 

'Q Mr.' patrick,"cb~ld you addr¢ss a hotlfne -':'" s'tate 
"hotlines;?,Isthat something that"the,f~deral' government has 
'tug'gest~d, .too i .'or ,:ts' thatS?meth~ng ,s~ateS are doi~g"ontheir own?, 

. ,~, 

MR', ,PATRICK: Many are doing it' on their own, The:[.:e, is 
a'nat:£o~al hotline,: which i8-- 'I think you sa'idbjday,they've 
received, as of the ',time of the meeting, 'over 7'00 calls'-­
information' anq. leads' concerning the' incidents',~ 'That's impoJ;tant, 

~ . "., .. , . i .' ." , , 

. ." ~', , 

MORE 
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, ' , We obviously: hav~· to ,make that· iI).fotmation available to 
, 	 our state and local counterparts who are' w6rkingwith us to solve 

these 'crimes, ,and the same thing in the"revers,e--that 'we have to 
have access to the -information' that: is ,gathered by thestate~. ' ' 

, . -- , , ' • /" • '. ' ; 	 'i 

, Q', ,Is:':'that new?,' .Thehotline,the ,national.hotline~ is 
. "that something that ,has recently bE7enstarted?,' , ' ',", ' " ' 

, . 
,'MR. PATRICK: The President announced that a week ag<;"

10 days' ago. ',\,f 

'Q , How, would you c::::haract,e:t;"ize race ,relatia~~ 'ih' this 
cqunt~y?, 

'~. 	 . , 'J .,.' ,,' , 

( , 
,"Q No i, fsent~pce.' 

, \ 

"" , , ""MR." PATRI~K: 'W'~'have'maqe:extrao'rdinaryprogr'es'sjin 
,th~s, country,' in my :$hort lifetime,' '40 years> We have, som~\ distance, ' 
'to gOI" and we ar$ not going'tq become' the country we have dedicated 
,ourselves to ,become unless,'we ;bear down 'and express in tangible, ways' 
and symbolic waysqur d~termJ.nation ,to go the rest :cif the distance., 

\ 	 " " ': Q:' Mr; ?atri6k, ' I. underst~nd Cl. num~er ~~f young peopl'e' 
have, been 'a,rreste:d or are suspects" in some of these cases, these, 

"church,'burnlhgs., ,If :,so ~ what, ,do you thiI).k' tha,t that says ; a,nd.' is 
'tnat going to be a problem at all, in pro$ectiting' t~em? ' ,I krioV{' 
"Congress is,'proposing legislation to crack down, 'to' increase federal' 
, involvement ,ta,king' ,these',' cases to ,federal court. But i+ they I re 

, I 	 ' :juveniles,"what will.th?1tmean?" ' " ' "',. , 

, MR. PATRICK: 'we'll:',,, 'there 'have been, juvenile' arrests. I 
wori 't, say anything lnoreabout the facts of those ,'arrests, because' 
they I re juveniles~ ,But., -ing,eneral term,s, in; all" of these " ' 

'prosecutions,we:,aremaking a judgment iIi cooperation with the 'state 
and local',law'enforcement about what is the best 'form ,to deal with 
that 'case, 'what is: in 'the. best interest of' that case. ,In some cases , 
this' is' not a generalizatJon, in, some cases it 1's' going to be<,more 

'ef'fectiye an,d more prompt' andmo;re to the point 'to deal with ' the' , , I 

j'tivenile matters' in ,'the s,tate/courts rather than the" federal courts, 
but we're making that judgment on a case-by-case basis." ' " 

, / ' 

: 	 I . 0' I<Q ,What' doe,S it say, to you if growing num1:;>ers .of young 
people are' a,ctually :r:esponsible for this?, ' ' .. 

'M~. PATRICK: ,That adults have to" work harder •. 
,, 	 " ­

" , 

, ' ' ,,'Q " Are you confl.d~nt~ Mr., patrick,-;thatj'ou are' on top 
'of the problem' now ,that, it isg6in9' to subside, 'tl;lis probletn? ,It 
seems to~ "be growing in the l'ast. few: weeks. " : 

" , , "," ' '" I', ' 	 • \ 

'MR. PATRICK: :i"m veryc'oncerned'about the continued 
'rise.". I h~ve beenconcerneCi about that rise for almost' two years now 
and thi,st is the largest fedcaral' civil:rights investi'gat,{ort' gO~I').g' and 

; -, one cif'the largestcriininal investigatiOns cif any, kind ,and that"has 

r , "been' tru~for- inore thana' year now: ,", , :' , .. , '"',,, 


• ./ ~. • • I • " -, I .' :: ." '; '(:' .. I' ','. :." :": .' r" .' t, !

,,' ..:r' m not" going, to be ',sat~sf~ed, ,?1nd I, don' ,t thinK 
citizens and" communitie,s 'are 'going 1;:0 be s.~tisfied until we ,get t'o, 

"the' bottom, af l)lor,e' of these ;cases. ~ ", ,I " 

. f·. 

~s. GLYNN: Last'crnest:ion. 
'\ ' 

/ Q, Mr~ patrick mentioned some numbers e'arller-- ,216 
fires over, the last six years. It's har,d sometimes ,t.o,rec~:mcile the 
numbers ,of in':vestigations ,that the>:ATF has been doing 3,6 1, in the "" 

, 	 , 

MORE 
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", 
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" 
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'., " -' ' 

,- ' 

'I 

I ; 

''last 'i8 months versus what. sounded likef,rom you many more., . Is there 
)' -'away for us ,te:> help reader~' understand these numbers,and how they 

differ?' ' 

MR::: PAT~ICK: ,Sure, yes,~ , I ,can say a couple things 
, about "the ,numbers'. " . :First of all ~ because' the agencies, ,haveha'd' :' 

, 9.iffe:r:ent responsibilities; theATF and the FBI, different " 
, responsibilities ,for different' kinds- of investigations -- straight' 

arson,S versUs' 'civil ~rights, for e~ample ~ ...:"there have, be.en 'different 
tallies. ' ' Many, .many' of the fires are :,nev~l;" even reported to the, 

, federal autb6~ities. 

,,', 'The, numbers ,It, quoted 'earlier 'are' par;t,'of,'a blend1ngof ' , 
,the informat'ion be'tw~en the.'ATFand, the F13,I,' together with the 
information we h?lve.in,the, civil;Rights, p:i.vision, V?here we' have: . 

. traditionally ,worked mairilY,with,theFBt. So ,the church,arsons task 
'force,' one of 'our jobs in getting '?i handle on: the scope of the' _' , 
problem. is 'trying to --is'justthat, . is' trying to"makesure' that we 

( , ,have one, ~ocus<?n all' of the matters thath~v7 conte',to ·the atte;nt;ion 
"and' been ~nvest~gated by the,federal:author~t~es.' 
, '. " . . . . ~. " 

; . ~ ~', 

,Q Our all ~16 of tho,se bla'ck church blirnings,'ot: is, 
that everything? 

· " MS . GLYNN: . ,Can . Wfa wrapup the briefing,?' Maybe you can ' 
ask him 'individually '--' 

MR. PATRICK:, Thank you. 
( 

: , 

, THE PRESS: ,Thank you." 
,> 

'\ .\ 
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J' . . StATEMENT BY THE 'PRESS SE<;:RETARY 
, , , 

".' 

. '······'The·&eside~f asked. theCon~ess today £01'$12 :rnillioninsupplem~n~al .. '... 
appropriations for.the Department.of tpe Tr:easury's Bureau 'ofAlcohol, 'Tobacco ;and . 
,Fiieari:ns(ATF) to intensify Feder31 efforts to investigate acts of arson against Afric~-. 
Amencanchufches.' . " " 

" : ' t,'>', 

Thisreql1est for, the'ATF ,ror the currenfyear '--fiscal i~96. -- would fund' 
. additional staff, equipmen~, and other expenses related. to the. ir).vestig~tioi To raise " 

the $12. nUI,lion, the President asked' the Congress to ~tansfer funds from other Treasury 
.Departrq.enf acco~nts. At the,\same time, the .. Department of Justice will useitSexisHng. '. 
3;uthority to allocate wi additional $9.5- million of its 1996 funds to inyestigate ·these acts ',:
of arson. " .,' "., , " ".'. , 

, ' .) :. ,. '.\ 

The Administration wil'l work with the Cong~ess to provide 'co~tinu~d.~ecessaiy 
funding.for these 'activities in fiscal 1997., " " .' . .' ,: '., 

" ~.' 

,: ' 

. . 
J ' 
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E X E CUT I V E OFF ICE o F THE PRE SID E N T 

12-Jul-1996 04:20pm 

TO: (See Below) 

FROM: 	 Odetta S. Walker 

Office of the Counsel 


SUBJECT: 	 Church Burnings Meeting - Tuesday, July 16 at 9:00 

There will be a meeting with both internal and external people on 
church burnings/status reports, Tuesday, July 16 at 9:00 am in the 
Roosevelt Room (backup room is 472). 

If you cannot attend, please e-mail or call me. 

Thank you, 

Odetta Walker (6-6611) 

Distribution: 

TO: Odetta S. Walker­

TO: Marcia L. Hale 

TO: Elizabeth Chandler 

TO~ John C. Angell 

TO: Laura Capps 

TO: Kevin Moran 

TO: Elizabeth M. Toohey 

TO: Kathryn Higgins 

TO: . Floydetta McAfee 

TO: Stephen R. Neuwirth 

TO: Dawn Chirwa 

TO: Tracey E. Thornton 

TO: Dennis Burke 

TO: Jacob J .. Lew 

TO: Sandra L. Via 

TO: Cheryl D. Mills 

TO: Kumiki S. Gibson 

TO: Stephen C. Warnath 

TO: John B. Emerson 

TO: Gene B. Sperling 

TO: Daniel Taberski 

TO: Mary Ellen Glynn 

TO: Joseph Minarik 

TO: Karin L.Kizer 
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TO: James T. Edmonds 
TO: Tracy B. LaBrecque 
TO: Ophelia D. West 
.TO: Ellen S. Seidman 
TO: Anne E. McGuire 
TO: Donald A. Baer 



SOCIAL POLICY 

LAWI JUDICIARY 

Amid More Fires, Congress 
Acts on Church Burnings 

The recent fires that have 
damaged and destroyed 

dozens of Southern churches 
have prompted Congress to 
move toward providing a 
greater role for the federal gov­
ernment in catching and pros­
ecuting the perpetrators. 

'Since January 1995, there 
have been about 40 fires of suspi­
cious origin at southeastern 
black churches. 

Both chambers addressed 
the issue the week of June 17. 

The House voted 422-0 on 
June 18 for legislation that 
would expand the circum­
stances under which the federal 
government could prosecute for 
damage to religious property. 
(Vote 248, p, 1782) 

"We are dealing with de­
praved actions resulting from 
twisted and bigoted minds," 
said House Judiciary Commit­
tee Chairman Henry J. Hyde, 
R-Ill., 'the bill sponsor. 

The bill (HR 3525) would eliminate 
the current requirement of at least 
$10,000 in property damage before the 
federal government can investigate de­
struction of religious property. 

The measure also would loosen the 
circumstances under which federal juris­
diction would be triggered under the 
Constitution's commerce clause, which 
allows Congress to regulate interstate 
commerce. Under the bill, the violence 
would only have to affect interstate com­
merce, regardless of whether it involved 
goods or activities crossing state lines. 

Some legislators have expressed con­
cern that by attempting to broaden the 
commerce clause's reach, the bill may be 
found unconstitutional, "The commerce 
clause is not infinitely elastic," said Rep. 
Bob Barr, R-Ga. "When it breaks, it 
snaps fairly hard." 

The Supreme Court warned about 
the limits of federal authority in April 
1995 when it struck down a 1990 law to 
create gun-free school zones. The court 
ruled in United States v. Lopez that 
Congress had overstepped its powers to 
regulate interstate commerce. (1995 
Weekly Report. p. 1181) . 

REUTERS 

Six-year-old Amanda K. Thomas put a verse from a 

Sunday school song on a sign near MaHhews 


Murkland Presbyterian Church in CharloHe, N.C., 

which burned June 6. 

. /'; 
.,', Bo'lis COR'E :r ' 
, ,I.,' ", \ .': '. . . '~ .... I . 

,EiiIIS:HR 3525', S1890. ~ Church 
.burnings; :\. ' .. ':, " : ",~. ," .' 

·Latest action: The ,House pas~ed 
}IW352~,'~?2:0; ~n Jlih,Ef~8.·· ...... 
'. NextJikely· action:' Senate debate 
on S 1890 the week of June 24. , .,' ,'., , . 
· Background: The bii'is;would: . 

make, it eas'ier for the federal' . 


· goverriment't(j Rrosecute'briines 

inyolvihg' df.lmagetor~ligi6us"


. property:"," . '.. """. . 


,Referehce: t-i6us~ ~comtnittee, ' 
, WeekjY.J~eppi1"p" 1683;; .. 

Hyde said he is confident the bill is 
constitutional. He said its constitution­
ality·.is bolstered by the 1:3th Amend­
mert., which prohibits slavery and aims 
to protect the civil rights of blacks. , 

The bill would allow federal involve­
ment when religious property is damaged 
for racial or ethnic reasons, rather than 
just religious reasons, 'as under current 
law. 

those injured in church burnings to 
receive compensation under the 1984 
Victims of Crime Act (PL 98-473), 

Senate Plans 
Sens. Lauch Faircloth, R-N.C., and 

Edward M, Kennedy, D-Mass., intro­
duced a bill (S 1890) on June 19 that 
was even broader than the House bill. 

They acknowledged that the 
Faircloth-Kennedy partnership was an 
unusual one. "If we in Congress can't 
agree that church burning is a despica­
ble crime, then what in the world can we 
agree upon?" Faircloth asked. 

The measure incorporates the 
House provisions and adds several oth­
ers' Itwould authorize unspecified sums 
for the Treasury department for addi­
tional agents for the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms to assist local 
polite in investigating suspicious fires, 
It also would authorize additional Jus­
tice Department counselors to help af­
fected communities deal with the after­
math of church fires. 

The measure would make it easier 
for targeted churches to rebuild dam­
aged property by authorizing the De­
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development to provide $5 million in 
loan guarantees to lending institu­
tions, Kennedy said that the loan 
guarantees would not violate constitu­ o 
tional prohibitions against govern­
ment funding of religion because the 
money could be filtered through chari­
table organizations. 

. The bill also would extend the stat­
ute oflimitations for prosecuting church 
arson cases from five years to seven years 
and increase penalties for church arson 
from 10 years to 20 years in prison . 

. The Judiciary Committee has 
scheduled a hearing on church burn­
ings June 27. The Senate is expected 
to vote on S 1890 the same week. 

Despite the unusually broad con­
sensus to act against the church fires, 
the issue has occasionally triggered 
partisan acrimony. 

Some Republicans have accused 
President Clinton of politicargrand­
standing and of reacting too slowly to 
the situation. And Democrats have' 
implied that insensitive political rhet­
oric, including criticism of affirmative 
action programs, has contributed to a 
growing climate of racial intolerance. 

But House Majority Leader Dick 
Armey, R-Texas, said June 18 he be­
lieved race was not the only motive. 
"There can be any number of reasons 
why people would want to commit ar­

son," he said, suggesting cultism as o 


By Charles R. Wolpoff The measure also would allow one possibility. • 

1766 - JUNE 22, 1996 CQ., 
PHOTOCOPY 


PRESERVATION 


http:ality�.is


'" 
' 

.,' 1 	 \ ' 

, " 

-,,' , 

, 	 ,', ,," , 	 " 

" THE WHITE HOUSE \' ' 

. 	 / :', Q~~ice 'of thepressSe,cretarY 
, \,'"" 

, ...,. 

For", Immediate Release 	 June 8,' 1996 
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,.' RADIO;' ADDRESS', BY THE PRESIDENT' 
'TO THE 'NATION 

. . ! . 

. "'. 

" \ 

',1,0 :06 A. M.EST ' 
\ 	 .,;.,

" ' 

..... 
THE, PRESIDENT:' Good ',m,orning'.This ~~rning' ,I want to 

ta1k:~ith you ,about a recent and dist1,1rbirig rash of,,, crimes' that" 
" ' 'hea:r::kens back ,to a da,:x:-k era, in' our nation' shistory." Just 'two days 
, age?'- wh~n ,the Matthews-:Murkland'Presbyterian .Church 'in Char10tte~ '",

\ 	 .. " '" .... , 

, North" Carol~na,was burned to the, ground,~tbecame, atleas:t the30,th 
'African Am~ripan church destroyed dr damaged by suspicious fire in '~' 
the Sou:th in the· past 1'8 mon,ths. "And over, the pa!9t, few months, Vice, 
President GOlSe has, talked with me ap6utthe pa·in and anguish these 

. r • ' t -' ,.. " t " , , ." , .... ., ' 
'f l,.res ~n :h1s home state of Tennessee' have, caused. ',Tennes,see, 'sadly, 
,has, exp~rienced more of' them.' than any o,ther state i~ the' "country~' 

" 	 . , ',' . , . . , ~ . 

, We do I1otnow have evidence of 'a: na'tioh~i c,onspira9Y, 
but. ,it 'is clear ,that'racia,l hostility ,is the driving .ford~,behind a ' 

.{ #, . number ,of' theseincident7:s . ''f'his must stop . ", ,'/e ",'',J, , 

.; .. ,- "", ". 1- ' .-.:' ~l ".' ),,~"< ~'. ';~ 1.. " . '. 

,'-", ' ", It',s' hard' ',to think of a more deprave9. act of· violence_ " 
tha!l th'e, destJ;:'uc1;ionO'f' a place' of ;worship., "In, our country , ,during' 

'the 50s and· 60s, 'black churches were burned to intimidate civil ' " '" 
rights wo:r::kers.' I'have 'vivid and, painful 'memories ,of black churches ' 

, ,being ,burned in'my own' stat~whe!l., I w~s~,child~ In 1963 ,all. .,'
'. \, 

. ," 	
Americans were:outr:agedi by th,e bombing 6f,the:Sixte~nth Street'.'. " 
Ba,ptist ,Church iri:Birmingham", that took\the liv.~s offout precious, 
ybun,g children.' "We must never, allow that to happen again. ", .. 

. ' . . . . .' . 	 '. 

, .' Everyfaniily' has a right to: exPeb-t;: 'that: when they 'wa'lk' 
into ,a churc.hor,syriagogue ormosq\ie each week ,they will find ?l house, 
of, worl?hip, ' not; the charred remnants ,of a pateful' act done· by' 'cowards 

',in, the ,night. W~, must r~se'up,as a national 'community, to' safeguard, . 
'the right',of,ev~rycitizem'toworship'in,safety. ,That is, wh~t " ,­
America stands for.' ':.,,' :, ' 

, ,As pre~ident,' 'I 'am de'tennined 'to do everything , in ,my , 
'powe;r to 'get~ t,o'thebottom of these'church, burnings ,as qui~klyas '" ' 

pos'sib+e " 'And n~ matte~ howlong\ ittakei?, no matter .. wheret.he leads 
take· us,; we ..Will devote,whatey~rresources are necessary to i,olve '! 

,these crimes." Today'more' thim 200'fed£i!ral 'ag~nts from the, Bureau' of . 
, Alcohol', Tooaccp and F.irearms'.and tbe,FBI are'wo!;'king with state 'and' , 
'local authorities', to, solve these cases. Fire inves,tigators" nationa:i 

response "teams'l': polygraph, examiners, andforenslc 'phemists' are 
'I 

, ,c'ombing through, fire sites, interviewing·witnesses, and following: ' 
, 	leads.'A, task force chaired' by, our Assistant Attorney 'Gener,alfor ' 

,Civil Rights,Deval Patrick, and our Assistant Secretary of the i" 
Treasury for Enfo~c~ment, Ja,mes, Johnson,' is 'coordin,~ting,)these 
efforts .. ' FBI Director Lou,is Freeh ahd ATF Director. John, Magaw ar~ , 

,'also· serving6nthe 1?Cis~~orce~:,' T.p 'date thereh~rv;ebeen a number: of 
arreS?ts. Two of,thQsel:n, custody are known m£i!mb~rs of the Ku Klu~ 
Klan. :', So w'e are making, 'pre>gress, but we :m~stdo' more~' 

, 	 , ' 

. , ' , ,That is why today I am. aIlncmnbing four" ,steps,. we' are,' 
, taking to· f~ght baCk_ First" I have a~ke'~.thetask force to rep?r,t, ' 

back' on the~r ,progress,' c;tnd to ,let, me ,know ~f there" are' o,ther: act~ons 
, 	 - . " ~ t 

• 	 . ~I.·

," , 

I' 
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\. , the 'federal ,'government can take; beyond .those ,und~rway'; to stop:/these. i , .

'crime,s.' ' ','. . . ",' 0 ',' " , '" • 

. . ' \
f" , , ­

/,' Second, 'I have' ins'tructed the' 'ATF,to inform 'churches of 
,:an,y.steps" th¢y .can take "to protectthemselves fi:'c:>m :ars;oni'sts. ". ' 

( Churches thrc:>ugh6ut, 'the South will be, :v.l.sitedby'ATF special agents' 
to ans;wer any. questions church leaders anciparishioners may have. 'Yle 

,are also: making: this 'informatioI'lavai'lable· to national ,church' . '. , , 
" \ ' orgahizat1ohs for· distribution ito ,their,menibers.· '. , . 

- , ,; .. ': ",,' ,,- '. ' , , , 

, ,.. ",'. > " 'rhird,'I ';alt\announ~ihg,my' ,support for ,,:the 'bi;artJsan ,', 
leqis~at:Lo:p . introd~ced"by'congr~ssmentJohn ,Conyersc' ,and 'Henry Hyde to.' 
make. ~t, eC!ls~er to, bringfed~ral prosecutions' against those who attack 
houses ,of ,worship. " I look forward t,o workiTlg with .Copgress:to make 

/ 
it' even, s't;.ronger _: ", ' ," . ,< >' , ".' , " , ' , 

I . ," 

,', ,.."..'. " ~. ~:' , , . '~ .', . . . t·, i' . 

, " ' .' ,. :' Ahd, finally, I '~' ahnoun'cingthat we areestabl.ishing a: 
'new,:'toll-fr,ee' ntimberthat ',is now ,available '24 hourS? ' ~., day,., seven da.ys 
a week. ' If you,'have, informat;ion .about :'irtho",is:responsible,for these,. , 
churqh'fir~s;please cal1it.,,:,~t's 1-888':'ATF-,FIRE. That's r'':'88'8~'· 

, A'rF-F1RE., ',':', ' , " ' J'i, • 

\' 
, , 

' , 
, In the'end; we must all face u~ ,to "the 'responsihility:to" 

end :thi~viol:epce,:', We mus'ts~y to t1!:ose who ",ouldfeed'their ' " .': . 
, neighbors ~hat Martin' Lp,.ther, ISing' called~ . ",thEa ,stale bread of' hatred' 

and spoiled, meat' of ,racism"·'-- that is ,not America;, that is not our 
'way'. ' We must come' together, black and ,white al ike, to smother the" ' 
."firesofhatred:th,atfuel thisviole,nce." ' ". ' 

. '.. ,,': .• .' . " " \ ,.r '.: , :" ~ " ' . • ' , :., •. ' , I,' '; '., " '. \ ",,', " ,\ 

, . .r 'am pleased that the Nat~onal 'C9unc~1' of· Chu~ches' of'. 
" ' Christ" ,on~.of, the, largest ip.ter~faitl'l g~oups in the'couptry, has. i .' 

. . , ,~ '.' ' '. • _ . •.•• .J." , • . ' " '. ,

'. spoken out 'aga~nsttheS?,e cr~m:es' andl,s mob~l~z~ng· to',ass~st ~n the, ' , ... 

rebuilding of damaged churches. '. I encourage' 'co:inmunitieseve+Yw'here ' 


. where 'church$'s have been }:>urned to'; :roll up tlieir sleeves and. help, trie .. 

.fo;tks theret,orebuild their "churches.' ", ',' . ',: :,'\ . ' ' . , .' 


, ," ....." ,ReligioUs freedom is one.. oft.he,foU:~di~g'princ::iples of 
our'democracy,'and,the black church has'historicallybeeri the center. 
of wor~hlp,., self~l;lelp, and 'comnniIiitylife for millions' of families in 
our'country .. : ..." ",,;:\ "" .'" 

" .;' ,That' swhy ·~t.~as So hard, for RevereI1dTerr~nce Mackey" 
to breakthe'J1,ewstoh~s daughter,la~'t June when they woke',to'fiIidan , 
ash-scarred 'fi,eld'.in the spot ,where only thedaY.'l:>~fore stood 'their, ,,:' 

........ , churc1:l' home', .Mt.. Zion AME'church 'in ,Greeleyville, southCaJ;"olina . 

,Reverend ;Mackey ,'reassured his daughter. with these words: i He told 
her,': "They didn~t burn down t~e' church.. '~heyburned c:1owrithe' . 
building ,in,' which we hold church. The church is still. inside' all of ,.' 

, .', 'II ' . \ . '. 'u.l? •. ' " ' " 
.', ,').,.... , \, . '. ( 

. , . . '. ", On June 15~,Re:verend.' Mackey". his. daughter and his . '. 
, congreg?ltion ,;w~llm~rch.froI? i:he; ~~1;:e, of.the:C?J;d chur,cl,lto,~1?rand·. . " 

new building. ' And all Amer~cans.,w~l'l march' w~th, them, ~n,.sR~r~t.~ 
. . ~', ,; , ' . 

'/," we:must,a'li' d'o ou~ part to, end this rash of~iol~nce . 
.' Amer:Lcais agre?lt country b~cause for more than' 2,do.y~ars we haVe' .,' 
;st:tlved to 'honor 'the religious convictiont;>'" the, fre-=dom, the .... , ' .., 

.'. extraordinarY religious' diversity, o,f our people. The. only way, we. can .. 
. : succeed., in ·the ,21st century is if we. unleash, tlf,e'fullpower of :.thos:e 

" ". convictions in tliat'diversity and refuse 'to .let . ,any thing divide or ' 
, def~atus·. ' \. ,," '.', .)' I.. .. 

··,END·. 
, . \, 

, -~ , 
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\iIley COuldn't BurntheFaithOut~ 
Qinion Say; New Church Stands as Act'ofDefiance Against Hatf! 

felt the oCcasion "has truly· become a be came to the event because he want­By John F, Hams . 
politiCal event for the Clinton c.1!l'l- :ed his 16-year-old daugbter to bew.!J\ul"oc P"", StAll IJirrttr 
paign.~ '.. ' , '. . aware of the iSsues of racial tolerarice 

GREELEYVILLE. S.C.• June 12":" Republican National Committee and reconciliation. ~ are going to 
The place looks solid, not fancy. nv.'1lS . Chairman Haley Barbour took the ..be the next generation's prob!emsto . 
~ with red bricks and topped with a . same view, calling. Clinton's visit .eo!ve.... be said. 
traditional white steeple. . "shameless, transparent politics," . . WbiJe believing that CIiDtoo bit the 

But this new church rising up from though he later agreed it was "not in.: right note.inhis remarks,O'Hate said 
com fields on a flat back road in the apprQPDate" for' a president to make' the· at:tack.S won't stop unt;iJ people at 
low cowitry is an act of defiance. Pres· sucltJ'Visit. .. · the local level take a stand. "Communi­._tClinton said today in a speech . Bin -Rep. Bob lriglis, a Republican ties have to be intolerant of these at­
filled with biblical references. a symbol representing a district elsewhere in tacks." he said. "There are people who 
that people, won't be.intimidated by South Carolina. said he was glad Ctin- . · Imow who did this. and it's DOt right to 
the "false idols of hatred and di>ision," ton came and wished: other Republi- tolerate, (Cburch attacks] are the 

Clinton and a host of notables. in­ . cans hadn't made such remarks. worst type of batred that exists." 
cluding Jesse L, Jackson and South White House aides said Ctinton be­ But another white person'in the 
Carolina's RepUblican attorney gener· lieves federal Jaw enforcement author- , crowd said she resented what she saw 
al; came here to dedicate the new Mt. 'ities are already responding properly • Clinton's impliCation that whites' 
Zioo AME Church. The old one was on . to the church bombings. and therefore 1Ole1y..a.re to blame for racial.tension in 
a pel road about a mile aWay. but be wasn't inclined to launch major DeW abid tp,win bIadt votes. 
today it is just a whitish patch on the initiatives here. He did aIlllOUIlC:e a se­ "Everybody says it's prejudice 
JrOUDd. with weeds growing up. It was . ries of smaller steps. iDcluding order· · against ~ blacks .(but1black people 
one of 33 black churches destroyed by ing ~ TreasuryDepartmeot to dis­ are prejudiced, too," said Elizabeth Co/­
suspected arson'over the past 'lS' tribute guideJ:ines OIl bow churches can Iins, of nearby Manning. who said she 
months. ' ·preve:at arson.attacks. . is in ,.bet sixties and volunteered that 

"They can burn ,the building down, He a!so said be would enlist' U.S. Ibe"",, Southern Baptist. "If we all 
but the,' couldn't burn the faith :out." , marshals in the campaign against the p3yediOfeach other ~e'~...get along," 
Clinton said. "And so toda'\' we celE'­ bombings. in a role that is so far .unde­ The different. reactions among thebrate the faith of themembefs of this fined but that a White House official crowd undersoored what Jackson. whochurch. We celebrate those who have said may inclUde having .the marsbals flew back to WashingtOn with Clintonwalked from the fire unharmed. girded protect churches that could be facing 

aboard Air Force One, said is Clinton'sby God'~ faith: attack. need "to walk a fine line" on the issueClinton in hi<. remarks noted his Clinton also eneoiiraged states to 
ofracisni.own upbringinR in the South and that use block grants from the Department 

regiOO's struggle tei end the era of Jim of Housing and Urban Development to "It helps for him t6 expose it, but if 
Crow segregation,"!t was the Church belp congregations rebuild. churches be's aeen as overexposing, it creates 
that; .saved the people until the civil that have '. been destroyed. White . an extreme reaction," said Jackson, 
rights revolution came along," he said. . House aides said tbe:re was precedent , who acknowledged bethought the ad­

"I want to' ask every citizen in ·for using federal IIIOlleY in this fashion ministration was slOw to deal with the 
Apterica to say weare not going ·without violating coostitutiooa1 protec. church-buming issue but pi'aised Clin- ' 

tioDs.·' .back," he added. ''We'are not slipping ton fOr' being "thoi'ough" in his recent 
baCk to thOse dark dars." , If Republicans wereaccusiDg am. . involvement, . 

White House. aideS said repeatedly ton of attempting to exploit the trage­ C1intOD'~ toDe waS soothing aoo non-the day had nothing to do 1!.ithpolitics, dy to shore up the support of Africaii · confrontationaJ compared with mostand Clinton said wever;' citizen'•.• and Americans in.the upcoming election. other speakers. The Rev. Joseph Low~religious leader.in this country should many of the· blac~'in the racially 
ery, pteside.Dt of· the Southern Chris­be speaking out against this violince." mixed crolVCi of about 1.000 said that. 
tian Leadership Conference, whoHe praised Republican Rep.' Henry J. it anything•. Ctinton should bavebeen 

Hyde ron a cosponsor of a bill to im· quicker to highlight the church' bum- spoke before. Clinton, implored: "No 
iDgs.' .. " pose federil penalties for churCh dese- ' KKK, DO skinheads, DO Nazis, no nas­

, aatioo: "'We wish be'd come earlier, but be tieS, no Publicans, DO Pharisees!'" . 
.Even so. Jackson denounced "those didn't have to come at all," said Ethel-' Tbenew Mt..Zion chUrch waS built 

in bht.e suits",in Congress who he'said .len McKnight,' SO, from" the nearby with contributions from around the 
are fighting civil rights. and those in ,cornrnunity of Kingstree. "He touched world. a parishioner said. Work on the 
"black robes" on the Supreme Court base OIl some of everything that we new facility is not quite done, and a 
who handed dOV,l1 nilings many Afri· Deeded to hear." second ded.ication' will take place this 
c.'ln AmeriCans opPose. '. One white man in'the audience, 38" weekend,' . 


The stat~·s. Republican .governor. ' year-old Tom O'Hare of Sumter, Said 

Da\id ~sley. stayed away. sa;ing he 
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f"linton.· V;~;ts I 
Congregation ,,! 

Hit 'by Arson 
, ,By ALISON M~TCHELL 

GREELEYvILLE, S.C" June 12­
, Gazingout over a cornfield next 10 a 


church built, near the ruins of one 

dest royed by arson,Presldent' Chn· 


,ton today recalled a lime of segre· 

gation and, Iynchmgs in hiS nallve 

·South and implored "everv citizen in 

',-\menca to s'ay we are' not gomg 


, back., we are, not slipping, back 10 


Ihose dark davs," ' 

Hundreds of 'people. black and 

whue, more than the entire popula· , 
o,on of lmy Greeleyville, gathered 
outSide the Mount Zion' African 
:'>lethodisl Eplsco'pal Church to hear 
the PreSident take a ,stand agamst 
the wave of arson tnat has destroyed 
black churches across the South in 
the last year an'd a hair." , ' 
~any, of those, assembled. drawn 

by the chance to see the PreSident 

: had only acquamtances among th~ 

,Mount Zion congregation, whose 90: 

year-old place of worship fell victim 
to fire a year ago, ' 

In sweltering morning heat, Mr, 

ClintOn spoke of surrounding coun· 

try I:llles Ihat reminded him of his 

n::i!ive Arkansas, and of a Similar 

country church where his great­

grandparents are buried, 

" But he also spoke of the'lynchings, 

the JIn] Crow laws and, the abject 

poverty that prevailed In the South 

when the bUlldlOg that first housed 

the ~lount Zionchurch was complet· ' 

cd nearly a century ago, ' 


~'Jt i!;the 'church that saved the 

people until the civil rights revolu· 

tlon came along." Mr. Clinton said, 


,And that, he said, makes it "doubly 
troubling" to him. and to the civil ' 
rights and church leaders present 

'for the dedicauon of the new building' 
today, "to see our natlve South en· 

, gulled in a rash of church burnings 
owr the last YE>ar and a half." 

Strikmg a, tone sharply different 

from !hat of the Re\', Jesse Jackson 

who betore ;'.tr Clmton's arm'al de: 

livered a fiery sermon agamst "antI' 

hlack mama" that he said was being 

,;pread by ou!law~ and lawmakers 

;Ihk€'. the PreSident asserted, "We 

musl keep this OUI of politic~," He 

praised hoth Ihe Republtcan and 


Democratic sponsors of a bill that 
would make it eaSier for ihe Federal 

, authonties to prosecute cases of ar· 
son against places of worShip, 

, ,The President'S visit nonetheless 
brought a spall.' of criticism from 
some Rep..;blicans,who said he was 

,usinglhemisfOrlune of dozens of 
black congregations to ,serve politi· 
cal, purposes, David Beasley, the 
Republican Governor of South Caro· 

" !ina: called the appearance "a politi· 
cal event," and said, "I only hope 
thai the President is sincere." At a 
WashingtOn news conference, Halev 
Barbour., the 'Republican natiomil 
chairman, said the Visit had been 
mOII\'ated by "transparent, shame· 
;e!'s polillCS " 

IL.:lIer. back in Washington, !'.1r. 
Chillon responded by saying he did 
:1otbehe\t: that "those people that 
werE>' out on that country road In' 

South Carolina tOday thmk thiS IS a 
polillcal Issue." I 

~Ir, Jackson. who spoke here while 
, \-Ir, Clmton was tounng the site 
where, the original " church had 
burned, ,said a "kind of antl·black 
mama, a kmd of while no!." had 
swept the, natIOn, and he urged the 

, young people present to register to 
" vote, ' 

He said it was not 'just 'Klansmen 
in while sheets wllo spread raCial 
hatred but also legislators "in blue 
suits who use thinly coded, veiled 
race signals when they say '~elfare' 
and 'crime' and 'three strikes' and 
'end affirmative action: .. 

"They're sending signals," said 
Mr. Jackson; who was reared in 
South Carolina, "They're sending 
messages more profound than their 
language," ',', 

Mr. Clinton himself has' based 
much of hiS re·electioncampaign on 
\Ighter welfare rules and anti·crime 
measures, But Mr: Jackson, who reo 
turned to Washington with the'Presi· 
dent aboard Air Force One, was 
clearly referring 10 Republicans, 
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,clinton Vows to 'End Burnings ofChurches 

" '. . . '. . 

• Crime: He visits new sanctuarybullt to replace one Set afire in 
South Carolina, But critics say he's trying toexploit the issue fOf 

'" politicaJ gclin, 

, By JOHN M. BRODER 

TIMES ST.~FF V,'RlTtR 


GREELEYVILLE. 'S,C.-Standing 
before a newcchurch built to replace 

. one torched' by arsonist, a y~ar ago. 
, President Clinton on \\'edne::da,;.' \'owed to 

enlist the full po\rer of the federal goyern­
ment to end al: IS-mont rash of burning.o 

, of black churches acros;: the South. 
The new}lt. Zion ,Hrican }iethodlst 

Episcopal Church. buiil on a plo't of land 
carved from a cornfield outside this tiny. 
low-countrv hamlet. i.nll house the 150: 
member congrega~ior. whose, 90-year-old 
place of worship was burned to the ground 
Jast June 20. ' ' 

, . "They can burn the building dov;n but 
they couldn't burn the faith out:' Clinton 
told a mixed-race crowd of about 600,people 
CaIinmg the1l'n!"i\'es in the sweltering Caro­
lina sunshine, ". " ' ' .. ,,: " 

Tht' 33 fires at black churche~ ~emon~ 
strate that hatred, dlYision and distrust still 

persist in the Cnited States. despite the 


. country's progress. in race relations. Clinton 

said. Wher, the original }1t. Zion church 

was built, Jim Crow laws werE' still in effect 

and lynchmgs of black people were com­

mon, he said, 

The president pleaded to keep polities out. 
of the tragedy. which he called "a,problem 
of the heart." ' 

But his opponents hay€- accused him of 
. exploiting the. crimE'S for political gain, 

South Carolina Republican GO\·. David 
Beasley said that Clinton', "isit to his state 
looked'like a campaign en!nL 
, "I only hope that the presideritis sincere 
and (I) look.forward to hearing of his plans 
,to help us in our battle i05top the fires." 

said Beasley. who turned' downan.invita~' 
tion to share the podium with the president. 

Republican' ~ational Committee Chair­
man Hale\' ,Barbour renewed the debate' 
later Wednesday in calling the president's 
trip "shameless. transparent politics.:' 
Clinton. responding at a later ne~'s confer-, 
ence, .said that the Republicans ,were , 
"turning into politicS what is a very serious 
ma'tter," , . , 

The Re~,. Jes!;e Jackson, who preceded 
Chnton to the podium. decried elected offi­
cials who "seed the clouds" of hatred with 
"racist propaganda, ", 

, HE'said that politicians in blue SUllS use 
"thmly codea. veiled race symbols" to ' 
divide blacks from whites,' 

"We challenge those blue suits in high 
phices: stop' race-baitirig to gain'eleclion:' , 
Jackson said: "We must not allow fascist 
terrorists to sabotage the.p~omises of 
democrac\-'... ,' " ,'" " 
. The Re~': Joseph Lowery of the Southern 
ChriRtianLeadership C{)nferf'nC'e said thilt 
those v.~ho accuse Clinton cif injecting poJi: 
tics into the church burnings are "mean and 
cruet and spiteful people." ~, 
, "There ain't no wav rib KKK. no skin­
heads. no Nazis. riona·s~ies. no publicans or 
Pharisees gOinglo turn us around." Lowery 

,said. "You can't scare us to death. It's too 
late." '. " 

'he president said that a task force of200T federal agents is' .investigating the 
,church burnings. The group will meet today 
in Washington With U.S. attorneys and top 
FBI and' Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 

, ,Firearms agents from the South to discuss 
the investigations. They also will talk about 
how to be more sensitive when questioning, 

-'possible witnesses in the wake' of 

. ' . 

complaints of bullying tactics by , agents 
seeking information about the fires. 

Clinton also has authorized the Depart-. 
ment of Housing and urban Development 
to guarantee ,private loans to rebuild 
destroyed churches and to devote commu- , 
nity development block grant money for 
church restoration. 

He also said tI~athe supports a bipartisan 
bill \..0 ~peed prosecution of church arson as 
a Violation of federal civil rights statutes. 
The bill, which cleared the House Judiciary 
Committee on Tuesday, is sponso'red by 
Rep. Henry J. Hyde (R-Ill.) and Rep. John 
Conyers (D-Mich. ). ' 

, A similar rio~ewas sounded 'by South 
Carolina Atty. Gen., Charlie Condon, a 

, RepUblican, who attended the Greeleyville 
event. 
, "This is not going to be tolerated by. the 
people of ~uth Carolina of all racial groups' 
and different backgrounds:' Condon said. "I 
don't think we ne'ed new laws in this area. 
We'll show that by our prosecutions this 
will be stopped by the state of South 
Carolina." 

Most of the crowd,at the,new Mt.Zion 
church applauded Clinton's appearance and 
expressed appreciation for his determina­
tion to stop the fires. 

But James Greene. 66, a retired soil :on· . 
servation officer, said that Clinton'should 
haye spoken out sooner. 

"Why in heck did he have to wait until all 
these churches burned down before he. 
camE' here?" asked Greene, "If these were 

. olack boys burning white churches,they'd 
have made some examples of them." . 

And John Kennedy, 52. ofGreeley\ille, 
said he was pleased that Clinton was 
devoting federal resources to the problem. 
but wondered whether the efforts would 
bear fruit. 

"I thought it was very nice. but there's . 
one question-will it help anything?" 
Kennedy asked. "He. said what he was 
going to. do about it, but everything is yet to 
be:' 

31 
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ton: Time to rebuild 

y.. . 

Makescall 

for urtity at .' 

S.C. church. 

By Susan· Page 
USATODAY 

,GREELEy'viLLE, S.c. ­
After touring the site of a black 
church leveled by tire,. Presi· 
dent Ointon cal1edonAmeri· 
cans: Wednesday to battle rae,. 
ism and help rebuild churches 
torched in a rash of arsons: 

"I want to ask every citizen 
.	as we stand ontbis hallowed 
ground together to help rebuild 
our churches, to restore hope, 
to show the torces of hatred 
they carinot win," he said at the 
rebuilt Mount Zion AME 
Church. . 

He said it was "doubly trou- . 
bUng" to witness the burni~ 
decades after the civil rights 

. era: "We know that we're not 
going back to those dark days, , 
butwe' are.' now reminded that 
our job is not done." 

, 
. ," ' 

Gov: David Beasley, a.Re­
. 	publican, refused to attend the 

ceremony. He accused Ointon 
ofpolitlca1 postUring. . 

In Washingtori, Republicans 
pushed ahead with legislation 
related' to the incidents. Rep. 
Jim Lightfoot of Iowa said he . 
will introduce a biU to set aside 
$12 million in the current Isc8.I 
year for the Bureau of Alcohol. 
TObacco and Firearms(ATF) 
to investigate. church' arsons. 
Another $12 million woUld be 
set aside for ft.scal year 1997: 

. The ATF has investigated 57 
tires at churches of. all races 
and denominations stnce Janu­
ary 1995, including 33 llres at. 
black churches in the South. 

"This is not just a Problem in 

the South, and ifs not just a 

problem for African-American 

churches," Lightfoot said. 


ATF Director'John McGaw 

told Congress last month the in· 

vestigation is costing his agen­

cy $180,000' a week. FBI 0111· 

dais also cited high costs. . 


. A House vote is expected 
within two weeks .on the 
Church Arson Act ot 1996, 
broadening the ability ot teder· 
al authorities to investigate the 
crim~. Richard Shelby. R.Ala., . 

plans to offer a similar biU in . 
. the Senate. .' ' . 

In hiS remarks, Ointon: 
~ Urged states to usetedera,1 

Community Development' 
Block Grants to rebuild 

., churches. ainton !i8)'She will 
seek $10. million more. 

.. Said US. marshals will 
work With a task force to pro­
tect churches. Treasury 011\· 
dais are preparing guidelines. 

.. Challenged businesses, 
. .charitable organizations . and 

citizens to contribute money 
and time to rebuild churches. 

Ctllcials from the FBI. the 
. Justice Department and the 
ATF meet today to coordinate 
efforts andrevi.ew complaints 
by some black ministers that 
law enforcement o1lldaIs bave 
.been insensitive. 

Contributing: Gary Fields 
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building that is replacing it ,'"', son bad ,spoken. thOUlh he 
, On the dais was a,remark- gave \Jackson a ride back to 

al?le array ot the nation's pow~W&sbll'lgton on Air Force One., 
er elite: the president, the attor­
ney general, the Treasury 
secretary, a senator, two con­
gressmen and the Democratic 
national chairman. 

'Uned up along the narrow 
road in front ot the church and 
adjoining corn1!elds were eight ' 
TV satellite trucks. ' ","' 

The 90-year-Old church in 
this town of520 attnlcted little 
attention when it burned last 
year. But it was the siXth of 33 
black Southern church fires in 
an IS-month" period" that are ­
fast becoming a national politi­

" cal cause and controversy." , 
,Oftlcials in both parties trad~ 

ed -accusations of political' op­
pOrtunism as Clinton offered 
modest new aid to help rebuild ' 
the churches and Republican 
congressional leaders prom­
ised quick action on legislation 
to help federal investigations. 

There were some political 
shots ,at the mori'ling ceremo­
ny, held in a wilting heat that 
set afield of paper fans into 
inotion among the crowd. 

,"' 

" 

) 

" CalJ:1g the tl.res a test of the 
natiJlfs racial t61~~ce. he 
presented the chiJrch's minis­
ter.the Rev. Terrance Mackey, 
with a plaque: "We must come 
together as one America to re­
build" our churches, restore 
hope, ,an"d shQ,w, th...e._Jorces,.. O,f ha­

- " 
trecl they cannot win." 

"They didn't bum down the 
church·.;... tbechureh is in our 
hearts," Mackey said, "They 
burned down the building." 

Roshanda McFadden, 11; 
said she and her friends' Can't 
wait to use the new church af­
ter a.year of worshipping in a 
cramped recreation center. 

"When the church burned, 
some people cried," Roshanda· 
Said, ~'but I was just sad." 
. Ashley Oliver,. 7.. is .. angry: 
"They should be·· in jail for 
buri'ling down black people's 

,churches." ' 
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By Susan Page. " 

USA TODAY 


GREELEYVILLE. S.C. ~ 
Clarence Mitchell,whose fam­

" i1y has been a part ot Mount 
Zion AME Church tor three 
generations. soood on the lot 
next to the rebuilt church and 

, beamed as President Ointon 
, addressed the congregation. 
, '. "Ibelieve it's politicaJ. but so 

what?" the 38-year-old elemen­
, tary school teacher said: "It's a 
good day tor Mount Zion." 
, Almost a year after the old 

,ch urch was burned to the 

ground 'by 8.r.iOn parishioners 

in their SUnday ~ sat on fold­

, ing chairs 'outside the red brick 


Richard 'Allen Leonard, a 
South CaroUna" African Meth~ 
odist Episcopal church elder, 
denounced the "mean and cru­
el and spiteful people"who ac­
cuse Ointon ot exploitation. 
, Jesse Jackson denounced 

',"blue suits who use thinly" 
veiled race symbols" by talking 

,about welfare, crime and amr, 
"mative action. 

, ~outh Carolina Rep. Bob Ing­
' lis; the only Republican ofllcial 
on the dais, bristled. "I hope ev­
erybody's ,motives are pure," 

," he said. Some Mount Zion el­
"dei's reportedly had debated 
whether the church risked be­
ing ,used for partisan purposes. 

But most members seemed 
to View the <i8y as milrked less 
by politics than by great erpec~ 
tations tor their new church, 
which will be tormally dedicat­
ed saturday. Two men have 
been alTested intbe Ire. , 

' " Clinton was conciliatory, de­
liberately ,arriving _after Jack­
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£Iinton blastschurch-buming 
Asks Americans .to speak o'utagainst racial repression·
.' "'. ' . ': ....; p. , 
By Warren P Strobel' 
THE _SHINGTO" TIMES 

GREELEYVIU.E, S:c. ~ Presi­
. dent Clinton, declaring that the 
·l'nited States must not return to 
."those dark days" of racial divi' 
sion, yesterday called .on Amer­
icans to speak out and act against 
a spree of burnings of ,Southern 

'black churches, ' 
. . Speaking outside'the nearly fin­
ished Mount Zion African Method­
ist Episcopal Church. which pa· 
rishioners built after their old 
church burned to the ground last 
June, the president said ,the burn­
ings bring back memories of ra~ 

, cial repression in the South that 
preceded the civil· rights move­
men.t. 

~l wain to ask every citizen in 

America to say we are not gOing 

back, we are not slipping back to 

those dark days," Mr. Clinton told 

a crowd of about I,SOO assembled 
in the heat outside the brick-and-. 
white church on the edge of acorn-
field, . 

"Every time rou hear somebody 

use race or religion as an instru­

ment-of division and hatred, speak 

up'ag,ainst it," he· said, "This is 

wrong." 


Mr.. Clinton- pl.edged to "do 
everything· I can ~.• to· prosecute 
those responsiqle for the crimes 
and to help communities rebuild, 
But, he. pleaded, "Americans must 
lead the way, for this is first and 

foremost an affair of the heart." 
.Byone count. there have been. 

36 inCidents of attaCks on black 
churches in the South this year, 

. with three in the last week alone. 
Not all appear to be racially mo-· 
tivated, and in some instances, in­
vestigators have said they suspect 
"copycat" criminals.are at work. 

South Carolina's Republican 
governor, David Beasley, said 
Thesday that Mr. Clinton'S visit ap­
peared to be a political event 
geared toward hIs re-election cam­
paign. . 

"I only hope that the president 
is siricere and look forward to' 
hearing of his plans .to help us in 
our battle to stop the fires," said 

. ~fr. Beasley, who did not join Mr. 
Clinton for the visit. . . . 

"Clinton does not see a tragedy, 
he sees a photo op,"House Major- .ity Leader Dick Armey, Texas Re- . 
publican, said Thesday. 

"That's just the latest in a string 

of unfortunate comments by Dick 

Armey," resporided' White House 

spokesman Michael McCurry. 


Republican National Chairman 

Haley Barbour renewed the de­
bate yesterday, calling the presi­

matter." . 
Some black leaders who were 

present yesterday were more par­
tisan. The Rev. Jesse Jackson, who 

. preceded Mr. Clinton, angrily ac­
cused some legislators of using 
"thinly veiled racial symbols:' 

He. di"rected his remarks at 
"those in blue suits who legislate 
against equal protection. who. un­

. fund the EEOC' [Equal Employ­
ment Opportunity Commission] • 
who seek to restrict civil rights, . 

. engender inequalitY and' racial" 
animosity. . 

In a Washington press confer­
ence earlier 'this week. black min­
isters complained about the insen­
sitivityof federal investigators, 

who they said often treat them and 
their congregations as suspects. 

. Faced with. ministers.' com­
plaints of federal inaction. Mr. 

Clinton has 'moved swiftly in re­
cent days to highlight the issue. He . 
made it the theme of his weekly 
radio address SaturJay. and then 
tacked on a visit to this hamlet of 
520 people to the end of a three-day 
cam"aign s~ing to the West. 

A task force of 200 FBI and 
dent's trip "shameless, transpar- '. 'freasury Department agents is in­

• enrpolitics."· , vestigating the crimes. White 
Mr. Clinton at first did not men- . House officials said that the U.S. 

tion his GOP critics but said: "We Marshals Service will join the ef­
must keep this out of politics. This fort, and that the 'freasuryDepart­
is abour'America."Later he said ment will begin providing black 
the Republicans \\'ere "turning churches in the South with safety 
into politics what is a very serious information. 
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Media perplexed 

as they investigate

church burnings· 

rreI1d went unnoticed until recently, 

, "'these burnings wake up old 
, Jearsand open old wounds on ei­
. ther, side of the fence," he said . 
. "The church bUrnings remind me 
o~ the Ku Klux Klan and the Night 
RIders and cross burnings.' It 
wakes up.this same kind of fear in 

, the white.community.'But you got. 
t() report It" ". 

, Mr, Lyons was among the 40 
clergy who came to Washington on 

. Sun~ayandMonday to meet with 
admlOlstratIon officials. , 
, Mr,. Jones' organization, work­
109 WIth the Center for Constitu­
tional Rights and, the Center for 
Democratic Renewal, documents 
56 black churches torched since 
1990. 

Th~ Bureau of Alcohol. Thbacco 
and Firearms told Scripps Howard 
Thesday that' it knows of 123 
church arsons in the past five· 
years. At least 44 of them were at 
white churches and synagogues 
torched by two men said to 'hold 
grudges against their own Protes. 
tant and Jewish backgrounds. . 

In the black church burnings, 

federal officials have rounded up 

only a few suspects. In three 


, church fires, the, defendants are 
members of theKu Klux Klan and 
otfie~.w!tite-sup~emacist groups.

A dIsturbed 13-year-old girl 

was arrested Sunday in Charlotte 

N.C., for a church fire there. . . 


, ..' , ' 
By Larry Wilham 
Tli£ .....s.....GTON T'''es' 

'The recent surge' in news cover­
age of suspicious fire's at Southern 
black churches has raised a new 
race issue in America, but church 
leaders and -mediaanaJysts 'are 
struggling to determine exactly 
what lies behind the trend. 

"In most cases thereisn'! even a 
suspect for the crimes, but most of 
the major medi"; have already de­
cided what the motives are," said 
'led J. Sinith;~a journalism, profes­
sor at Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Richmond. "The . 
crimes are being changed into a 
debate about race relations," 

John Seigenthaler, chairman of 
the First Amendment Center at 
Vanderbilt University, said the me­
dia cannot ignore a pattern of, 
black church burnings but should 
have begUn investigating it care­
fully months ago, ' .., 

"What I think we're 'lacking IS 
the major investigative pieces by 
a major newspaper,"he said. "Usu­
aJly whim the media misses a story, 
they try to make up for it."Thus the 
recent surge in reporting, Mr. 
Seigenthaler said. " , 

The mushrooming medIa atten· 
tion came as several' events coin­
cided, said the Rev. Mac Charles 
Jones, head of the racial justice 
unit of the NationaL Council of' 
Chu·rches. His officel-!as been try­
ing to publicize the church­
burning incidents since last year. 
.' He said a congressional hear­
ing, President Clinton's weekly ra­
dio address' last Saturday, and 
church torchings in North Caro-, 
lina and Texas over the weekend . 
set off the national media blit~, 

-~~0Joof was' taKing this serio 
ously until now becal:1se it wasn't 
coming our of the New york Times 
or. The Washington Post or The 

, Washington Times," :\1r. Jones said 
by telephone from Richmond. 
, "What has to stay on the national 

agenda is not just tl1e church burn· 
ings but the whple climate'\ on 
race aild justict:; Mr, Jones said, 
"Whenyou do this kind of work, 
there's always the risk of a back· 
lash." ,.' " 

'Many of those interviewed 
noted that USA. Thday .and many 
local 'papers, ,such as .the State in 
Columbia, S.c.,' gave strong, de­
tailed coverage to the arson cases. 
But only now are the stories being 
reported natiQnwide, heightening 
the racial dra.na,· . " 

National talk-show host Diane 
,Rehm on her WAMU radio show 

yesterday called the church burn­
ings "fires of racial injustice." 


Cartoonist Herblock of The Post 
,rendered a white male running up 
a hill, torch in hand, toward a black 
church amid moss-draped trees. 
. And CNN, which followed Mr. 
Clinton to a healing service at a 
South Carolina church, labeled its' 

".coverage .the, "Clinton church· 
burning tour.'.' The night. before, 
CNN ran footage oCfires from the 
1960s civil rights clashes. . ., 

The Rev. Henry Lyons, preSl-, ' 
dent of the National Baptist Con· 
vention USA Inc., said in a tele­

, phone interview. from Florida that 

the media nurry has merit, but he 

cautioned'it might fuel high emo­

tions, 
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Clinton Visits' Burned Church; Laments' False Idols of Hatred' 

Eds: SUBS ~ grafs for 9thgraf pvs, Recallinghis~tb UPDATE with, 

Barbour-Clint6~ e~cha~ge on politics; SUBS la~t gt~f ~vs to UPDATE 

with Capitol Hill response., " 

By J()IHN! Jt.HIG, ' 

AP Political Writer, ",',', • "'" ' 


GREELEYVILLE, S.C. (AP) -~President Clinton promised more 
'federal ~elptoin~~stigate ar~on~ires at Southern black chu~ches 
but said Wednesday any lasting solution rested on Americans 
reaching~ acr.oss racia,l l1n,es to "show the forces ofhatre'd the'y 
cannot win. If,' '," '" ' " 

~lintonignored Republican critics who said his visit to one 

arson site was little more than a campaign stunt desigried to 

strengthen his already strong support among'black v.oters.' But 

severa,l',black leaders' rebuked Clinton's,GOP critics, who included 

House Majority Leader Dick Armeyof Texa~ and South Ca~olina Gov. 

David Beasley~ ,". , 


Ric~ardAllen Leonard, a South Carolina African Methodist 

Episcopal Church elder, said, those questioning Clinton's motive~' 

were "mean and ,cruel and spiteful people" who did not' want racial 

harmony., , " , ' 


,"~Nc KKK, no sk~nheiads, no Nazis, no nasties, no Republicans, no 

pharisees - nobody turn us around, II Leon~rdsa id. , " " '" 

, Two..:tirrie Democratic president,ial candidate Jesse Jackson said 

Republicaris"aresending signals, they are sending messages" by 


, trying' to 'repeal aff irmative action 'programs and cut, federal ' , 
financing for agencies that enfor~e anti~discrirnination laws~ He 
specifically criticized ~ouse Speaker Newt Gingrich and presumptive 
GOP pres-icfen1ti,al nominee Bob Dole. ' 

"We challenge those wearing bltiesuits in high place,: stop 

race baitin,g. to- gain election ," said, Jackson. 


Clinton, however, chose far more conciliatory language after 

touring: t;he, r,uinsof' the Mount' Zion ,AME.'church and then kneeling 

for pra,yer, in a new chU'rch bui 1 t in a ~ornfield about a mile from 

the rubble. 


"We must keep this outo! politics, ".,'Clinton said, pr~Hslng 


the bipartisan effort in congressto'pass legislation making it 

easier to' prosecute· such arsons'. " 


RepublicanNationalcomrn~ttee,Chai~man~Haley Barbour renewed the 

debate lateirWeidnesday in 6allingthepresident's trip "shame~ess, 

transparent politics."" ' , 


Clinton, responding at a later neWS conference, said"the 

Republicans were "turning into po)iticswhat~~s a very serio~s 

matter," and that does not serve the country well. ' ' 


Recalling his own upbringingin'Ark;ansas during the days of 

segreg~tion and then the,civi,l rightsmo~ementi Clinton delivered 

anemotiona<l a'ppeal in South Carolina for racia~ and religious ' 

tolerance. " , '. ' 
, ""Every house, of worship in America must be a sacred place, " 


Clinton said: "Any place where people gathe~ to worship acco~dinq 




to the"dictat~s of thei~ conscience should· be protected from 
. . I" It 

V10 ence. '. '. . '.' '. '. " . .., . . , . 
. Ro~ghly1i500 people - nearly. three times ,thep6~ul~ti6n of tiny 

Greeleyville -,gatheredn~ar th~ corn stalksout~ide, the new church 
on a st~i:1my' June. day.' '. '. '.' 

"We see in the rebuilding'qfthis church that the false· idols' 
of hatred and division. did not win,1I Clinton said. 

Mount' Zion AMEis one of 32 black churches, across .the ,South that 
have:beeri burned in'the pas~ 1~ mohths,'irtcluding four in the past 
10 d~Ys. Federal inve'stigators have not estab+ished a ·link between 
any of the fires, but have speculated m~ny could be copycat 
episodes~ Two suspects are charged in the Gr~eleyville'fire, which 
occurred a year ,ago. ' " ' ,.:', .,,' '. ' ", 

, Quoting the scripture a'nd the lat:e Mat-tin, Luther King I Clinton 
said the rash of fires was proof that for ,all the progress in 
bridging America's racial divide, "wehave, to march on until 
victory is won." ' . ' 

, Th~ new church, is to be'officially dedicated Saturday. Its 
pas~er, the Rey. Terrence Mackey, told Clinton: "They didn't burn 
down the churGh - the church is in our hearts. They butned down the 
building." 

, Clinton, in turn~ presented the c6ngregation with a plaque for 
,the church that, read, "We must come together as one Amer ica t,o 
rebuild 'our churche~, .restore hope, and show the forcies of hatred 
they cannot win." ; , " . 

Clinton said h~ h~dasked;Attorney General' Janet Reno to conven~ 
a Thursday meeting of U.S. atto~neY$~ FB~ agents ~nd officials from 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to coordinate 
investigations under civil rights and other laws and determine if 
addi tional resources were, necessary.·' , 

~lr'eady, Clinton 'said,' '200 federalag~ntswere"work'ing on, the 
cases,' in addition to stati and.loGal authorities. 

Clint6n' also instructed the Treasury Department and the U.S. 
Marshals Service to issue gUideiines on steps'cihurches can take to 

,protect themselves from arson. H~ also ,told the Departm~nt of 
Housing and Urban Development to, he'lp 'states use Community' 
Development Block,Grant money to, assist with church rebuilding. And 
Clinton called on Congress to appropriate an add! tional ,$10 million' 
so the federal 'government could guarantee loans for rebuilding
efforts. . " ' , 

. But ,he said,there was only so much government could do. 


IIAmericans must lead the way, for this 'is,f~rst and foremost an 

affair of th,e heart," Clinton said .. ,IIAnd our, heart must be purged 

of any temptation to go back to: the kinds of division,that cost us 

so dearly I especially here in thfi Southern" part' of our country." 

, On Cap! tol Hill, l,awmakers asked for an'immedi,ate vote on a 


resolutioricondemning the,burning of,African~American churches. And 

Rep. Jim' 'Lightfoot; R-Iowa, chair!Tlan of the A'ppropr iations' 

Committee panel ,in charge of the Bureau of Alcohol, ~obacco and 

Firearms, said he planned to add$12:million to the ATF budget to, 

help stop the fires.\ 
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1Di MAN IS GHARGE.O 

IN L.LBAR BEATlN:G. 
Detective Arready in ·Custody 

Held Gun, Witnesses Say 

By DAN BA"RY 
WESTHAMPTON <BEACH; L.I.," 

June 12 - The SuUotk COUnty Dis­
trict Attorney's affI'ce'. today' pre, 
sen ted a new scenario of the Memori­
al Day Weekend beating of a black 
man, one In whirha·wtme~e ..... York 
City police officer did not assault the 
vicllm but rather held bystanders at : 
bay wllh, J gun '4'hlle a companion 
did Ihe pummeling ..... lIh <\ steel club. 

Then, late thiS afternoon. District 
Attornev James ~1. Calterson Jr. un­
derscored the change In the offiCial. 
\'P:<:~" ~)\' 2nnounclng that a 'second 
man nad been charged ..... lIh first­
degree assault· Austin Offen, 25, a' 
convicted felon from floral Par~ 
who was with the officer, Deteltive 
Constantine ChroniS. during those 
moments of violence. Investigators 
indicated that they believe Mr. Offen 
might have .commltted the assault. 

The day'S roller·coast.er develop· , 
ments in a way captured' the ups a·nd .. 
downs of a highly publicized case. At 
first, there ..... as speculation that sev·' 
eral New York City . police officers 
were involved ina p.reda~n fracas 
OUISloe' In€' Club },\arakesh. disco­
theque h€'re. Now, investigators say 
lhal only one officer was involved, 
Detective Chronis; . 

But what sparked the violence re­
mains unclear. Some witness.es say 
racial epithetstollched it off, but 
investigators have yet to provide' an 
authoritative account. 

Mr. Offen, who was arrested OUI~' 
side a relallve:s home In Queens, had 
spent a recent weekend undergoing 
intensiye questioning, during' which, 
he maintained that he had been sel 
upon by a group of blacks dunng that 
nighl of violence and had nothing to 

. do with the beating of Shane L Dan-' 
iels. For days, he was described by 
his lawyer as a cooperating witness 
who might testify before the grand 
jury, but hisstatlis changed, offiCials 
said, as the investigation continUEd. ,.­
. "He fell into the net, and it was' 
time to take him out," Mr, Catterson 
said. 

Further supporting the new sce­
nario - an account that conflicts 
with the previous Jaw enforcement 
,verSion identifying' Detective 
Chroms as the attacker - prosecu­
tors' presented. two wllnessesat a 
court bearing today. While the detec­
tive listened with furrowed' brow, one 
identified him as having wielded the 

'gun, while the other. a Marine. said 
he "resembled" the gunman .. 
. At the end ot tne heanng. which 
was 10 evaluate the case and to con' 
Sider a bail·reducllon request. a 
Westhampton Beach villagecoun 
Jusllce 'ordered that DeteCllve 
Chronis· contmue to be held :n heu of 
II million bond. He has been. In Suf· 
folk County Jail In R,l\'erhead ,mce 
hiS arrest on a first-degree assault 
charge on May 28, two days after the 

"·beating. 
Mr.. Daniels, 21. of Riverhead, re­

mains hospitalized, but his condition, 
" once' grave, is now satisfactory and 

is said to be improving rapidly. 
Mr. Catter!'on today acknowledged 

the changes in the official scenario of 
the violence that broke out at .; AM. 
on Mav 26. But he said Ihal, In either 
case, 'D~(ectJve Chronis "acted in 
concert" with others: in the actions 
that left Mr. Daniels sprawled on the 
pavement and slipping into a conla, 
Ills skull fractured from repealed 
tgpws to the·head. "Either way, he'S 
~allyculpable." he said. 
!.rhe prosecutor said thaI recon­
strucllng events.- in a dimly lighted 
~rking lot where people had been 
,frinking heavily - had proved to be 
a]ormidable,two-week mission for a 
learn of investigators, complicated 
by conflicting accounts from wit­
nesses. !'Now we have a pretty good 
idea of who did what," he said, . 
;Mr. Catterson also said that pros­

eiutors were presenting their case to 
agrand jury, which was expected io 
htlnd . up one., or more indictments 
within the next two weeks. He' said 
his office .would Clearly layout for 
rhe' grand jurors the indiVidual ac­
iiOns of Detective Chronis, Mr. Offen 
3nd two other men so far only identi­
:'ied as Vinnie and Frank. "The the­

ory will go forward that there was 
multiple responsibility," he said, 

The closest Mr. Catterson' came to 
identifying Mr. Offen as the attacker. 
was to, share snippets of. what he 

.called a productive meeting this 
morning With the Rev. AI Sharpton, 
'who has' been advising friends ofMr,· 
Daniels who witnessed the attack. He 
said Mr. Sharpton indicated that his 
investigation - based. on the recol­
lection of a witness - suggested that 
Detective Chroms held the gun while 
Mr. Offen beat Mr. Daniels, 

"He had some witness who pul the 
club in Austin 'Offen's hanas," Mr. 
Catterson said, "I didn't disagree 
with him when he said' thing~ like 
that. He confirmed facts that we 
uncovered in the last two weeks." 

After a week or' no actlvity In the 
highly publiCized case, today pre­
sented a 'senes of Iwistsand !Urns 
.thal began In' Riverhead, where an 
aborted baH hear.lng in the ciiminaJ 
court bUilding packed a small coun­
room With ,reporters, the friends and 
family of Mr. Daniels,. lawyers and 
even several Southampton College 
journalism class students. 

The loud chatting stopped the mo­
ment Detective Chroms appeared, 
wearing'a crisp white shirt, a double­
breasted off-green suit and cuffs that 
locked his wrists from behind. It was 
his first public appearance since his 

arraignment. two weeks ago. The 
bandage he once wore over his right 
eye was gone; showing an inch long 
scar. .' . 

In seeking his client's freedom, the 
detective's lawyer, Stephen A. Gross­
man, of Sag Harbor, argued that the 
II million bond was excessively puni­
tive for an assault case, particularly 
one in which it was unclear whether 
his client committed ,any aq of V10' 

lence. He said Detective Chronis -.a 
IO-year police v.eteran and the father 
of two Children - presented no risk 
of flight. 
. But John Collins, an Assistant Dis: 
triet Attorney, prOvided a broad, at 

. times chilling account of Detective 
Chronis's actions, one in which he 
was at the very least a principal in a 
smg~lar moment of brutality. "Mr. 
Dame.ls 'endured a vicious, savage 
beating, and it was at the hands of 

. this defendant and his compadres .. 
he said.· ' 

http:witness.es
http:roller�coast.er
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LRM NO: 4743 
, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

FILE NO: 2479Washington; D.C. 20S0'3'()001 

" 6/14198, , 'URGENT 
LEGISLATiVE ~EFERRAL MEMORANDUM Total Page(s): '.-!:t:... 

TO: 

FROM: 

legislative liaison O~er~e Olsfrlbutlon below: 

Janet FORSGRErY~~ '(f6r

' 

) Assistant Director fOf'.le'glSlatlve'R~f~~reriCe', 
' 

OMS CONTACT: Joseph FIRSCHEIN39S·1463 
FAY. ~ 395- 1307 

,', 

SUBJECT: 	 "REVISEO'" HUD PropOsed Draft Bill on Supplemental 'Appropriations for 
Il;sbtuiions Damaged by Violent Acts ' ' , 

DEADLINE: '10:00 a.m.,Monday, June 17,1996 

In ,accordance with OMS Circular A·19. OMS requests the views of your agency on the above subject b'efote 
advising on its relationship to the program of the President. 

PleaS8 advise &:1' If thl~ Item will affiCt direct spending or receipts for purposes of the 
"Pay-As..You.Go" provisions of Title XIII of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, 

COMMENTS: ~PL!NE IS-FJ~M •• attached is HUD draft supplemental appropriations language authorizing 
~ , oarrguarantees or community or religious institutions that have been damaged in connection with 
f'J' acts of arson or terrorism. ' , 

AGENCiES: 

51·JUSTICE· Andrew Fois ~ 202S142141(Arr~"'110N . Of{fu.. ,,( LI!:J<l CUvi'ls<.l) 
76-NaUonal Economic Council. SonyiQ Matthews· 202456.2174 ' 

, 118· TREASURY. Richard S. ~arro • 2028221148 

EOP': 
J. MinariklK. Kizer 
A.Rhinesmith 
Ken Schwartz 
Steve Redbum 
Joseph FlrScheln 
'Dawn ChlrWB 
Katherine Meredith 
Harty Meyers 
Mark Schwartz 
David Haun 
Ed Chase 

, Kim Burke 
C.Tlmtienake 
W.Chang', 
Roz Rettman 
Stephen Neuwirth 
OMBLA 
Chuck Kieffer • 
Tracy Thornton 
Janet Murguia 
Dennis Burke 
Molly Brostrom , 
Ellen Seidman 
Mark Mazur 
Stephen Wemalh 
Elena Kagan 

, Jill Slickstein 
Jim Murr 
Bob PellicCi 
Jjm Jukes 
Ron Jones 
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, RESPONSE to LRM NO: 47!43 
LECISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANOVM FILE NO: 2479 

If your response to this request for "jews ,is short (e.'g .. concur/no comment), we prerer that you respond bye-mail or , 
by faxing us this response sheet' " ' " ' , 
If the response Is short and you prefer t~ call. please call the branch~wjde IIne·shown below (NOT the analyst's lint!) 
to leave a message with a legisl8tive assistant. ' ' 

',' 
You may also respond by: . . 	 . ' 

(1) calling the analyst/attorney's direct line (yot,J will be connected to voi,ce ri"~illf the analyst does not answer): or 
(2) sending us a memo or letter. 	 ' .' 

,Please include the LRM number, shown above, and the subject shOwn celow. 

TO:, 	 Joseph FIRSCHEIN 395-1483" 

Ofric~ 6f Management and Budget ' , 

Fax Number: 39f1307 


, 

(Date) 

(Name) 

(Telephone) 

SLI6JECT; --REVISED-· HUDPropos'ed Draft Bill on'Supplemental Appropriations for 
Institutions Damaged by Violent Acts 

, ". 

The following is the respOnse of our agency to your request for views on the above-cap'tioned subject: 
I ' 	 " 

"---'-""--'~ Concur 


-"':"'___'- No Objecllon 


___'---_ No Comment 


_....,.-_ See proposed edits on pages _~_............ 


_~_ Other: ___'-",.........-'-~___-"-'-'--'-_"-'-~"'-'--'- , 

, ' 

_______ FAX RETURN of......o.- pages. attached to this response sheet 

. " 

" 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND lJRBAN DEVELOPMF;NT 


,Community Planning alid Dtvcloprilent 


Loan Guarantee'Recovcry Fund 


Fortbe cost Of ~uaranteed ]oims. $5,OOQ,000. to rcmainayailable.lmtil expended. to be 

derived by transfer frOm funds in the DepitrtmeDt ofllousing and Urhan DeyeloDll1cnt.'~Aj'l1)ua) , 

.' 	 COlltributjOils for Assisted Housin,fj" nccmlOL to assist .comh1Unjty oj' ieli~iollsjnstitutionsthat 

havc bccndama~ed jn coonectionwlth acts of arson Or,!errotislD,asscrtiHcd by Jaw enfo(CC!l1C]'lt 

authorities: .. Pro)/jded:Thut such trnm;fets max'bcdcrivedTrom unobli~ated.balatlces.or 

recqptl,lres o(prevjQ\lSly obligate" fuuds. nQtwjthstandirig.sccticm 8Cbb).oftbe.Nalional.Holl~ill~ 

Aet or 1937. as. amended: Provided further, lbatsuch cQsts.ihc1udin~Jhe CoSt ofmodifying 

Jomls.. shall be as defined iru¢e\j()1l 502 of the Congressional Rud\:etACt of1274. as. amended: . 

l~l'Qyided (Wfher, Thai the:-e funds.are available to subsjdjz,e totul.lQanprincipaLany Part of 

which isiobe ~\larantccd,' not to, exceed $10,000,000: .Provided ti{rlhF~r,lhat llotwi*standirig 

any other prQv j glon of Jaw,tbkst: I:uarw)tecd amount~maxbe used to assistsuch reI iiious 

. imititutiolls in the same manner as.pTiyali;'riowirOfit facilili.esprovidihg ~ublicservices: 

CrQyjded further. ThaPhe Secretary of IIousin~ and Urban DCvelQPiDent max eStablish such 
. 	 ~ 

I~nns and conditions as the S¢cretru:y considerS.appropriate, to pr()\dde such ~uarantC:cs. 

consistent-with section 5.030fthc Con2rcssionalBudl:et Act:. Proyjded (urrher, That the.e))tjte 

ojuount.js desicnatcd by. Congress us an emer~e.ucy reQUirement putsuabt to section 

25Hb)(2)CP)(i)oi'tlle R<tlanc~d Bud~et.andErhCig¢ncy,Deficit CorittQJ Act of 1985. 

I ' 

http:ojuount.js
http:unobli~ated.balatlces.or
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 


Comlnunity Planning arid Development 


, COlnmunity Devc!opment Grants: 


Of the amounts appTl~vriuted uuderthis bead. amounts that arc or become ayailable for 

reallocation underseCtjoo '106(c)(l)O[ (4) Qrsc,ction I06(d)(3)(C) or. (h),ofthel1ousir\~and 

Community Deyelopment Act of] 974 shall. Dotwithstandin~theprovision of section 106 of 

such act. be available .lethe Secrctar)' of HOll$in~ and Urbun Deyelopment for ~mrtts to States 

that have suppl ied rundinll for ,communjty or l'elif!iQ\ls j Ilstitlitions that have been d4ma~ysJ in 

CQnnection with acts of arsoil or terrorism: Provided, That sllcl~ amounts may be supNied to 
... .. 

rdi ~iOllS institutions iiI the same manner its prj yate vODwafi tfaci 1 iti es pI'oyid in~, public seryices: 

PJ'Ovided filrcber. thtn such amounts shall be Qbliaated under suchtenrts and conditioIls as the 
, . : 

,Secretary coil siders appiopriatyto proyjde such asSi$lance;j'z;oyjded further. That arnounts that 

thcSccrctaty dctem1ine~are not needed for !;rilnts under this pflnl~raph shall be available under 

the.prQvjsjons of slIch sect jon ,106, 
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ClintonSeeks Money to Halt ChurchFires 
By 'STEVENA. HOLMES 

WASHINGTON. July 2 - Declaring that he 
wanted to "maintain a wall. of protection" around 
Southern black churches, President Clinton said to­
day that he would seek Congressional permission to 
spend $6 million to help the local authorities halt a 
recent wave of arson attacks that has struck black 
houses of worship. 

"These attacks against African-American 
churches and other houses of worship are an affront 
to our most basic beliefs of religious liberty and 
radal tolerance." Mr. Clinton said in a ceremony in 
the White House Rose Garden.' , ' 

the announcement is the latest effort by the 
White House and other government institutions to 
show concern over the epidemic of fires and vandal­
ism that has burned down or damaged 73 black 
churches since the beginning of 1995. Congress wlll 
soon conSider 'a $24 million appropriation over two 
years for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and, Fire­
arms to investigate church fires. . 

Last week Congress passed legislation that 
would allow Federal prosecution of people who burn 

houses of worship and permit Federal judges to 
sentence those found guilty to 40 years In prison ­
double the, average maximum term for state arson' 
charges. Mr, Clinton said he would sign the bill. 

Administration offiCials said the $6 million initia­
tive announced today would be directed to 12 South­
ern and border states: Alabama, Florida, Georgia. 
Kentucky. Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi. North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Oklahoma. Tennessee and 
Virginia. Mr. Clinton siud the ,money would allow 
every county in these states to hire a new police 
officer for the summer, or could be used for other 
purposes like hiring private security' guards. 

There are 1.037 counties in the 12 states; thus, 
each county will receive about $5,785 if the money is 
divided evenly. 

"These new officers, working with local police 
and Community Watch groups, can maintain a wall of 
protection to ward off people who would strike out in 
hate at a house of worship." the President said in 
announcing the new spending. 

Congressional Republicans said they had not yet 
seen details of Mr. Clinton's proposal and therefore 
could not say how w,ell it would fare on Capitol Hill. 
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,Security' 
.	• Fires: President calls 
for $6 nilllion t<? increase · 
federal role ih wake of 
arsons. Money would be 

." .. " "'channele<i to police "~ "':~'­
/. . agencieS in 12 Soilthern . 

states. 

By MARC LACEY 
TIMES STAFF WRITER 

W ASHINGTON-Seeking to 
increase the federal role in 

combating arson at black church­
es, President Clinton on Tuesday 
called for channeling $6 million in 
government funds to beef up 
security around rural churches. 

The money. which must 'be 
approved. by Congress. would go 
to law enforcement agencies in 

. the 12 Southern states that have 
been hit hardest by the roughly 40 
church' burnings in the last year 
and a half. It would be designated 
to hire additional officers. pay for 
overtime patrols, increase light­
ing around outlying churches and 
other security measures, Clinton 
said. 

"This is a struggle against rac~ 
ism and religious bigotry, and we 
will escalate that struggle as nec­
essary with enough people-power. 
and willpower to, make sure that 
struggle is won," Clinton said 
outSide the White House before 

'. 	 leaving on a campaign trip to 
Chicago.' ­

As he spoke. church and com" 
munitv leaders were meeting 
with state law enforcement offi­
cials in Washington to coordinate 
their response to the rash of 
arsons, 

. Congress passed a bill Tuesday 
that doubles federal penalties for 

· anyone convicted of burning ,a 
· church, and Clinton said that he IS 

eager to sign the measure. He 
urged congressional leaders to 
quickly allocate the $6 million for 

. ·the Ju~tice Repar~lTlent to pay for 	 - ,:~ ~ 
' .. 1,, ,'- '" '. ,.' "h' ~';""'<;";)''!'.-~ ·':ihi"jjroved·security. ' ". '. .J'&'0'·r' Chur"'c"'v .,~ ,....".:',-.... ". Rural. bla,ck, c~,l;1r~h.e,~! ha,re ~ 'proved pai'ticufarly vulnerable to 


arson attacks .. l;le~ause many are 

outside the coverage of normal 

police patrols. The additional, 

money is designed in part to pay 

for more patrols and other secu­

rity measures., . 

. The fires are "an affront to our 

most basic beliefs in religious lib­

erty," Clinton said. 


The states that would be eligi­
, ble to receive the funds are Ala­
·ba rna" F.lo rid a ,Geor.gia i' 
Kentucky ; Louisiana, Maryland, 

· Mississippi; North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee 
and Virginia . 

. The Federal Emergency Man­
· agement Agency, which 
· responds primarily to natural 

disasters, is also being called on to 
organize arson watch teams and 
conduct .safety inspections of 
churches,' 

Clinton said that the only last­
ing solution will be to "change the 
atmosphere in the country," 

"If you've seen 'the profiles' 
coming out on a lot of the people 
who have been charged With 

,. these' church burnings," .Clinton 
said, there does not seem to be a , 
discernible conspiracy "but 
instead a lot of people who share 
common problems-people, w~o 
have disappointments in their 
own lives, frustrations in their 
own lives, and somehow think ... 
'I'm just going to be mad and burn 
a black church,' " he said, 



v ' 

Clinton addresses church fires- , , 

Seeks ashift in funds to battlebumings,vows'victory 
From combined dispal~ making it likely that Congress will Oklahoma, South Carolina' and, ' 

President Clin,ton designated $6 go ahead with its plan first, said a Virginia. ' 
million yesterday to fight church congressional aide. . More than 40 churches. maitJJy,: 
burnings in a dozen states and ,The House Appropriations in Southern states and with pre-. 
pledged as much more money and Committee has marked up a dominantly black congregations, 

,manpower as needed "to make' spending bill that provides the $24 have' been burned in the past 18 
sure the struggle is won." million to the budget for the Bu- " months. Federal officials also are 

Mr. Clinton discussed the recent reau of, Alcohol, Thbacco and . looking into a number of suspi­
fires ina White House gathering Firearms.The Senate is ,expectedcious fires that consumed other 
and then, again la~er in Chicago" to follow.' houses of worship and churches 
continuing the attack against "rac- ,:, Mr. Clinton said he would sign a with majority white con grega­
is~ and religious bigotry" that he bill, approved by Congress last tions during the same time span.,.' 
has incorporatedintomany recent week, that would double the maxi- Investigators say many of'the 
speeches and appearances. mum prison term for church 'fires don't appear to be racially 

The arrangem'ent would b'e attacks to 20 years. And he issued, motivated. The blazes have 
, J I touched off awave of humanitar­flexible enough to allow police to ,a proclamation decIanng, u y a 

"patrol the back roads, to visit the "national month of unity" during ian outpouring to help rebuild 
h· h I" 'I d ' f II burned-out sanctuaries. 

churches•.to keep watch for signs w IC re IglOUS ea ers 0 a Of 38 church fires in Alabama 
of trouble," Mr. Clinton said. Police 'faiths should stre'~s heal.ingand

I f hit since 1990. 18 have occurred in also could use the money to install to erance rom t elr pu PI, s. wtiitechurches, Said John· Rob-
flood lights, hire private security ','We need to change the atmos- ison, Alabama state fire marshal. 
guards or pay overtime to current· phere in the country;' Mr. Clinton Many, of the fires at black 
officers. ' said in Chicago before the Na- churches, he said. were set by pea-

It would go to communities in ',- tional Council of Senior Citizens. pie attempting to conceal burg­
Alabam'a. Florida, Georgia, Ken- "~e dare not allow thi.s to continue laries, by wayward youth or those 
tucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mis- wl~hout every American ofcor.t- who have troubled relationships 
sissippi, North Carolina Okla- sCience - Without regard to their with church officials. . 
homa, South Carolina, Te~essee race, their religion or their politi- • "10 say that all church fires 
and Virginia. . cal party - speaking up against must be racially motivated _ I 
, Mr. Clinton's request for shift- it." , 'cannot accept that," Mr. Robison 

ing $6 milliOn in Justice Depart- Meanwhile, nine attorneys gen- ,said. "Arson is affecting' every- " 
ment money for prisons to investi- eral gathered with law enforce- body. It is not,black.lt is not white.". 
gate church burnings would first ment officers and chul'ch pastors. However, Virgiriia Attorney 
have to be approved by Congress. at Howard University' to discuss General James S. Gilmore III said 

'But the House has already ap- what, they CQuid do to prevent he was sure that race played some 
proved a' $24 million plan- $12, church arson. They _represented ' factor in many of the fires. ' 
million for fisCal year 1996 arid $12 Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mary- - Paul Bedard contributed -to' this 
million for the next fiscal year,.... land, MasSachusetts, Mississippi.' report. 

http:not,black.lt
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South's Top Lawmen Vow to Stop 
Wave of Arsons' at Blacl{ Churches 
D.C. Conference Condemns BUmings~· GintoflPromises Federal Aid , . 

. ' .' . " 

By Debbi Wilgoren 
. WuhinglO!l Po.! swr Writer '. 

Eight attorneys general from 
southern states came to Howard 
UniveFsity yesterday for· a summit 
with African American leaders, 
Jledgmg to do everything in their 
;lOwer to stop the arSons that have 
iwept predorriiriantly black church­
es mostly in their region. . 

Sharing the podiwn with clergy arid 
:iviI riihts activistS; they rompared 
ietails of the approximately 40 church 
Jumings, discussed possible motives 
md spoke-in sometimes vague 
:erms-about how ,to prevent ~ 

"We are determined .•• to deny 
my comfort zone, of any kind.· to . 
:hese.perpetiators of racism," said . 
virginia. Attorney General James S. 
;iImore III (R). "We're proud that. 
~e're here as southerners' to set 
his kind of example:" 

At the White House, Pr~t CJin.. 
on announced that he was'earma:riting . 
~ million in federal aid to improve Be­

:urity at rural southern churches: He 
U.so promised to sign a bill, passed by 
::Ongress earlier in the day, that would 
louble federal penalties for anyone 
:onvicted of burning a church. , 

"This is a struggle against rae­
:1m and religious bigotry," Clinton 
;aid. "And we will escalate that 
.truggle asnecessary'with'enough 

. leople power and Willpower to 
nake sure that struggle is won." 

Gihnore. chairman of the south- .. 

ern region of the National Associa­
tion of Attorneys General. con­
vened the summit at Howard's Di­
vinity School campus in Northeast 
Washington. It drew local and na­
tional religious and civil rights lead­
ers, officiaJs from church insurance 

• agencies and investigators from 
. federal and local agencies that are 

probing the blazes. Attorneys 

,.' 	 .' , Underneath the goodwiJJ, bow­
."we are determined 

·	•.. to deny any 
comfort zone, ofany 
.kind, to .these . 

,:' 'perpetrators of. " 
" .'raclSm. " 

":"Virginia Attorney GeoeraJ 
James S. Gilmore III 

general-all white men-from Ala~ 
barna, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, 
Mississippi•.Oklahoma and Squth 
Carolina attended, in some *s 
bringing representatives from 
burned churches in their states. 

They added their voices to a 
groWing chorus of condemnation of .. ' 
the burnings. Organizations rang­

·ing from the liberal National C0un­
cil of Churches ,to ~ conservative . 
Christian Coalition have held news , 
conferences, demonstrations and 
prayer services to express their 
outrage aDd support... . 

Christian and Jewish groups are 
dooating millions of dOM to help 
~urches rebuild. Busloads of vOlun­
teers are showing up to hammer and 

" . saw. The American .Baptist ,Chtirch 

USA. a 1.5 million-member black de­

nomination,' has declared July 14 a 

national day of prayer in response to 

the fires. And the Washington-based


' Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights 
Under the Law is offering free legal 
advice and representation to any 

· church that has been burned. 
Mississippi Attorney General 


Michael Moore said those who 

have tried to destroy churches in 


· that state ended up doing the exact 

'..'. oppoSite. '1'hey have kindled· the 


,greatest kindred spirit among 
white and black-working hand to 
hand, money to money, rebuilding 
what's best in us." 

ever, tension and frustration were . 
evident yesterday. A'tire marshal's' 
remark that sOme of the burnings 
may.not have.been racially motivat­
ed brought hisses from the' audi- . 
ence. When.Gilmore agreed with a 

. , speaker who said any burning of a 
black church byawhite person 
should be considered radaDy moti­
vated unless proven otherwise, the 
audience broke into loud applause. ' 

Investigators who have made ar­
rests in some' of the cases have 
found no.evidence of a natiooaJ con­

'. spiracy to bum churches. Yester­
day. howeveL several speakers 
bbuned a widespread a~here 
of racial hatred created in part by 
biased law enforcement and' divi- .' 
sive electoral politics. 

"They helped create this cli­
mate," Barbara Arnwine, executive 
director of the Lawyers Committee 
for Civil Rights Under the Law, 
said in an interview. " ' 

She and others urged the attor­
neys general to vigorously prose­
cute all bias crimes and alleged p0­
lice mistreatment of blacks and. to ' 
send a message'to their staffs that 
such offenses are top priority. ' 
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,.J;'~AIa.fonJm targets
church fires . 

Civil rights panel 

,	returns to site 
oftumultuous '60s 
By Debbie Howlett 

USATODAV 


, BOUGEE. Ala. ;":'In a sweltering , 
bJgb school cafeteria, the crowd grew 
as st1l1 as the summer air when the Rev. 
Levi Pickens stood to speak his piece. 

, "I am JuSt astonished at whafs going 
on. Every time you turn on your 'IV, 

Justice Dept. expands arson probe' 

The Justice Department, bas' ex­

panded its Investigation of arsons at 
black churches In the South to in­
clude 18 previously unreported ftres 
found by.a two-month USA TODAY 

, investigation., ' , ' 
, The departme~t is now looking 
into at least 67 fires at black 
churches since Jan, I, 1995: 

"If there is any lire that we didn't 
already know about, we're now look­

lice Department spokeSman. 
Deva! Patrick, codlairman of a ' 

presidential arson task force, said 
federal agents across the country 

, are Surveying local authorities to de- , 
terminehow many houses ,of wor- . 
ship have been hit ' 

"We're taking some Steps right 
,now just to lind out how broad"tbe 
scope ot church ftres is, Patrick said.' 

~rigJnto it," said Myron ~lIn, JUS- ,'By Gary Fields 

you hear about a Dre," said Plcketls,' , 

whose Mount Zion Baptist was one, otThe hearings are thearst In the 

tb.ree Churches that burned here. "We South by the .com.misslon since the tu­

hitve a problem. We need to admit we multot the '60s, when the corn.misslon 


: have a problem. We need to have Investipted pubHcattitudeS onsCllool 

enough love In our hear1s to solve our Integration. . , 

problem." . ',Nine black Churches have burned In 

, The U.s. Conunls!don on avil'~ts 
19 holc:l.lng pubHc forums iii. six states 
durlng the next 16 days to discuss suspl· 
clous tires at 67 Southern black 
Churches In the past,18 months. " 

, tiona! study on racial terislori. " 
The 'Church ftres are "a manltesta­

'tion of the racial tension,' thafs out 
there," said Mary Frances Berry, Chair­
man ot the corn.misslQn., 

~ three ot them In Boligee, a ru.' 
j ral town 95 mlles south ot BInnIngbam 
that remains lar8e1y segregated. 
' "We're not ftgbtlng In the streets'and 
slapping eaCh ~!her .eveTf day.". said 

The aim 19 twofold:, , 
.. Question local, state and federal 

law enforcement otDdals about the pro­
gr'ess ot Investigations (nto the !res.' 

.. ExamIne the -social condItions In 
eaCh of the states as part of a larger, 08' 

Garrlc Spencer, chairman of the 
Greene County Comrniss.lon., - _ 
, But, he said, the unair-condJtioned 
public school Where the forum was held 
19 99.9% black,Wh1Ie the private War­
rior Academy 19100% white. ' 

'~Black and white In tbts County bBve 
got to come together, arst throU8b 
schoo19 and then tb10ugh Churches," 

. Spencer said. ' 
The other,etrort Tuesday was apush' ' 

, to solve the anions.' " 
, "We do -need to Ind the, perpetra­

tors," Berry said. ~'The Important thing 

19 tor people to understand ,they can't, 

get away WIth It That's why Ifs Impor­

tantfor these people to be found" 

Panel members spent more than an 

hour quest1onlngRobert Langford of 

the FBI and Jim cavanaugh ot the Bu­

reau of Alcohol Tobacco and F1rearms. 


"We have not,rDade signUlcant pro­

gress toward Ident1fylng the Individuals 

who burned these Churches," Langford 

said. ','There sa totaJ lack ot evidence." 


- satd cavanaugh. "We have aggres­
sively pursued every case that· has 
come to our attention. Some ot our , 
agents have worked to exhaUstIon." 



DATE :7'.!)" '16 
PAGE: Ill" 

.... AlterFi~,·Some Black Ch'urches Face 
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'By RONA~D SMOTHERS 

ATLANTA, July 2 - A few of the Insurance Troubles 
black Southern congregations whose 

churches have burned over the last 
 church. Lutheran's marketing man­"He said that they would look into 18 months are reporting problems in ager, Gary Leimkuehler, said "Cat­...it," Mr. Jarrett said, referring to his keeping insurance coverage or 'ob­

. meeting with Mr, Gore. "But we pay ~gori.cally, we don't cancel an'yone's. taining new policies. 
our premium on time, and they wind Insurance because of arson," adding Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist 
up dropping us because of something that the frequency of claims led toChurch in Bolivar, Tenn., Is among the nonrenewal of S1. Paul's policy. four congregations that have report­ But Mr. Robinson in Dallas said ed insurance problems. The church's that before the 1995 fire that de­policy on a sanctuary rebuilt after a, 

stroyed the main sanctuary onfire in January 1995 was not renewed; 'Insurers say too , 
Christmas Day, the church's claims last month, though the insurer said it were all small - "when some pipesended its coverage because of the many claims Were. , froze or a typewriter was stolen".

large number 0' claims against, the Although there were indications 
po&~ • filed,' but churches tltat the fire was,accidentally set byThe Rev. Algie Jarrett.of Mount a candle In the church, Steve Steele;Calvary said ,he felt~'real: edgy~' say they were small. the spokesman for the Dallas office , about going wl~out Insurance, but so , . 

of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
far had been unable to find another and Firearms, which is among the 
insurer to write a policy for the 150­

, beyond our control. I don't under-' ~gencies investigating 'the rash of 
member church. , suspicious fires, said that no deter­stand it." ,"When one drops you, it's hard to mination of cause had been reached. ,The companies that issued the pol-, . get another one to pick you up," Mr. 

icies on the churches say the decl- and the fir~ at St. Paul's was still.Jarrett said. being carried as,an open case.sions not to renew were all based onWith national attention focused on The congregation of Glorious. a ntimber of "underwriting,consider- " ' the church fires, the recent reports of Church of God in Christ in Richmond ations," 'Including the frequency of insurance cancellations are raising '~early found itself in the same pr.e­'. claims by the churches in the last questions, even though there is no 
year. They said the suspicious 'fires widespread pattern of loss of insur­ dicament when a few weeks after the were . not the . sole reason for their . ,anc~ coverage: interviews with state Aetna-:Travelers Insurance' Compa­actions, .insurance commissioners, black ',.oy paId the $450,000 claim for the . Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance, ministers and groups like the arson fire'that seriously damaged based in Des Moines, insured both N.A.A.C.P, sh9wed. ~he_ church on Feb. 21, 1996,' theyMount Calvary'and Salem, and said,Most states prohibit disCri.mlna~ Inf9rmed them that their coverage the suspected arsons had nothing to . , tion In issuing insurance policies and, would not be renewed. Elder Morris dO'with its 'refusal to renew the poli­. set strict standards for 'companies E. Mahoney said church members cies, ' that cancel or fail to renew poliCies: ' immediately purchased a temporary "Loss frequency was the problem George Dale, the Mississippi Com- ' . policy from another company andin both cases and not the suspected missioner of Insurance, said,"It . then complained to the state insur­arsons," said Jack Kelly, senior vice, would be extremely foolish in this,' ' ance commiSSioner. They were an- .presi,dent of Preferred Risk, one' of political climate," when the fires are gry he said, because the only other thenatiori's largest insu'rers ofreceiving such wide publicity, for a claim that year had been for $8,000
thu~ches with some 40,000 policies,company to.appear .to be reacting to when lightning struck-the chimney. . issued.... I( it ha.d been a white church' the fires by not renewing or cancel"' 
or a Chinese church our action would ing policies, Mr. Dale speculated that. 
have been the same, and we insureit would wind up "costing them thou- . 
all races and denoqlimitions includ­sands in bad public relations." 
ing mosques and synagogues;"Both Salem Baptist Ch4rch int}ny 

Mr. Kelly said th'at each churchHumboldt, Tenn., and S1. Paul's Lu­

theranChurch'in Dallas were noU- . 
 had submitted claims for three addi-'· 

fied by their insurance companies. tionaI losses in a short time. 

shortly after recent fires that their ' 
 But both Mr. Jarret of Mount Cal­

policies would not be ·renewed. To vary and the the Rev. Danial Donald­

date only the' Dallas'congregation son at Salem said the claims were all 


small. ' has been able to find another compa­

ny 'willing to consider Insuring it. "Claims totaled $195,000 against . 


Mr. Jarrett of Mount Calvary' our policy and $188,000 of that was . 

Church said that even attracting the against the burning of our church~;' 

attention of Vice President AI Gore he said, "The other three claims to­

with whom he and other western taled $7,000. To me this is not fair, but 

Tennessee pastors met last Thurs­ yet it is legal in our system.!' ' 

day, had so far not solved ~heir prob­ Lutheran Benevolent Insurance in 


'Iem. Alma, Mo., insured the' Dallas 
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The Insurance Commissioner, Al­
fred Gross, said the state had no 
authority to compel a company to 
underwrite a risk, but his office did 
contact Aetna-Travelers. The eam- . 
pany insisted that its sales people 
had mistakenly failed to offer to 
write a,new policy immediately for 
the new church, ,which, was under 
construction. The company immedi­
ately issued a new policy, which was 
delivered by the company's top exec­
utive along with a donation to the 
church to make amends for the anxi­
ety they might have caused. 

"I wouldn't exactly call it a mir­
acle," said Mr. Gross. of the re­
-instatement, "but at the same time 
we don't have any reason to believe 
that it wasn't just a mistake. There is 
no pattern of conduct on the part of 
companies in this state suggesting 
that they are canceling policies be­
cause of the arsons at black 
churches. But I have made clear our 
concern about a possible problem 
and pointed out to the industry that if 
there were such market practices we 
would go to the state Legislature 
seeking legislation prohibiting it" 
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Labor Department Cancels Audits 

Of NationsBan~ Hiring Practices 


By NlKHlL DEOGUN 
Staff Reporter oj THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - The U.S. Depart- . 
ment of Labor, in the midst of ~ legal battle· 
with NatioDsBank Corp., has canceled two . 
audits aimed at determining whether the 
banking giant is complying with affirma­
tive-action guidelines. . .' 

Documents on file in U.S. District Court . 
in Charlotte, show that in April the Labor 
Department . with­
drew its plans to LEGAL BEA:t' 
conduct "compti- Iqt=;;;;;,,;;:;;;;;~pl 
ance reviews" of 
NationsBank's 
operations in 
Tampa, Fla., anli 
Columbia; S.C. 

It was the initia­
tion of these two re­
views, which moni­
tor affirmative-action efforts, that helped 
spark NationsBank's unusual lawsuit 
against the Labor Department in March 
1995. 

The banking company alleged that the 
government was violating NationsBank's 
constitutional rights against unreasonable 
search and seizure by launching four sepa­
rate compliance reviews in 18 months_ The 
department's Office of Federal Contract 
Compliance Programs had designated Na­
tionsBank's Tampa and Columbia facili­
ties for review .whilekeeping open two 
other audits in Charlotte and Nashville, 

. Tenn. 
. ThecompJiance office periodically re­

views federal contractors to see if they 
meet affirmative-action guidelines in hir­
ing and promoting minorities and women. 
NationsBank, like many other financial 
institutions, has a variety of federal con­
tracts that subject it to such scrutiny. 

Canceling the audits is the first major 
development related to the lawsuit. Since 
the Columbia and Tampa facilities are 
no longer designated for review. the gov­
ernment's lawyers have argued that the 
lawsuit is moot and should be dismissed. 

"The company questioned a request to 

review its employment practices; that reo 

Quest was ultimately withdrawn and the 


case should now be over," said Myron 
Marlin, a spokesman for the Justice De· 
partment. whose lawyers are representing 
the Labor Department in this case.. 

However, NationsBank isn't giving up. 
In a court filing. the bank said that the 
withdrawal provides no assurance that the 
bank won't be designated for review again 
and contains no government admission of 
wrongdoing: "The Government cannot 
undo the wrong it committed by illegally 
designatlngNationsBank for a compliance 
review . _. cannot put tbe genie back in 
the bottle," . 

Last month. U.S. District Judge Gra- . 
ham C. Mullen allowed NationsBank to 
proceed with discovery while staying con· 
sideration ·of the government's motion to 
dismiss the case. . 

With the Tampa and Columbia reviews 
abandoned, only the Charlotte review reo. 
mains pending. Last fall. NationsBanlt 
signed a "conciliation agreement" with 
the contract compliance office for its Nash­
ville operations, under which the company 
was cited for 10 alleged violations, accord­
ing to documents obtained under the free­
dom of Information Act. 

The compliance office said, for exam­
ple, that the bank hadn't adequately ad­
dressed "concentrations and/or underre-' 
presentation of minorities and women" in 
some departments_ In addition, the office 
said employment agency employees work­
ing temporarily at NationsBank's Nash­
ville. office were then hired "with no 
evidence to support that they had at­
tempted to recruit minority. applicants' 
from external sources." The review also 
found instances of nonminority tempo­
rary-agency employees completing job ap­
plications prior to dates of internal post­
ings, "thereby indicating preselection .of 
the temporary agency employee." 

.NationsBanlt _didn't. admit any wrong­
dOing but agreed to several remedies, such 
as advertising in black media and making 
sure temp agencies are senping a diverse 
group of employees. A NationsBank 
spokesman said "the agreement dealt with 
only several minor technical issues that 
needed to be addressed." 
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. Office of the Press sfecretary, " ~ 

" " 
, . . ",, , 

For Immediate R;elease ,Ju~y 2, 1996I ,', 

, ,;", ,REMARKS. BY THE PRESIDENT 
, - '. 

"ON., CHURCH BURNINGS' 

" ' The' ,Rose Garden ; , 

" '. ' 

,', ·11: 39' A'oM. EDT 

,.' ;. THE PRESIDENT,: ,Good ~c;>:rning., I !d,li,ke' to b,egintoday /' 
by" saluting the,lawenfOl::'cem~ntofficers'whq made the ,arrest in, 
Arizona, ;yesterday to.avert a .terrible terrorist' attack~· .' Their, '" 
·ded'i{:at,i,on ~n'd h'ard~ work ,over th~, la'st 'six ,mont'hs.' ~a}r"have' sa_ved 11.1,a:ny 
l'iveS; and' they ,deserve o'ur,thanks.'·' .: ' . .. . .. ,j 

"' , .,' .,' " ,'. " 

, , . 
''', ' ,'" . I, Id fike' t~ "off~ra •specicil' tongratulati~n's, to 'th~'" .. , 

, ' 

, gentleman to 'my'right ,Ray' Kelly ,the IUnd~i secretal::y. 'of,j:he Tr'easury " 
for Enforcement for his, role in that endeavor. \ . .' , ,', ". '~. . 

," ,,' • .,' ,-f'" '. 

Just as, we ,a.cted ,to prevent, a vici'ous crime 'from' :" 
.occur~ing there, ~oday I'fu"announcing ,stepped up;effort~ to prevent 
the spread / of, violence against, houses. of,' worship~' 'Again, I wa,pt to: 

. thank Mr~ Kelly and Nancy Gist, ,the Di:rectorofthe Bureau, of 'Ju~tice, 
"'Assistance, who' is standing to my left, the representatives ,of the 

law'enfo;rcemen:torganizations,who are,here and. who have. been 
supporting oure~forts. ",' , . 
'. / .,,'. . - ' . ) , . 

. . . ,These ~ttacks' agcd.nst AfricaA ;Americ~n 'churches and ' , 
other hquses',' of worship are an: affront to Qur, most, basic beliefs of''>' 

. " 'religiQus\ liberty. and racial tolerance. . They pose "a .ch,alfenge. to'our 
, entire' l'Hl;tion. :Iam gra~'ifiedthat law, enfo:t,:cement" ,government; 

, ," business .and-religious leaders ~re "coming ,together ,to meet this 
" 

'Challenge-. 'Today, at:torneys':general from ,'througbout'our nation ,~re 
,meeting ,at Howard Uriiversityto ~iscuss the .,problem. ' 

, ) , , '" ,i am' al'so 'ple~sed that;;Congre'ss' acted to"qutclClY to pass' 
legislation 'making it'~easier ,to prosecute and P\1nisl1 anyone who burns' 
a house qf worship ,and, I am eager,tos'ign ,that legisl,ation as so.on" 
as possible .' I I,m gratif~ed ,by the 'outpouring of private 'support that 
will help to' rebuild communities that: are tor'n ". apart by, these 
act~6ns. ' ", . 

" 
'.' .' , But 'we must d~ ~oretoprevent;these Crimes.", 'Last'week~ 

I,asked ,Federal Emer'genc;:y , Management Administrator, 'JamesLee,Witt;, 
to, take the lead in ,working_ wit,h ':La~ enforcement to ',find ways ,to stop , 
,the burnings beforethey'happen, and ,to give o:ur communities'the . 

, tools they need,tohelp in the prevention,' effort., ' 
. \ ,,' .' " ' ' '-," ,,­
.. 

T6day, 'lam: tkJdng, ~mergen9Y act:i;on' top~evE:mt church.,., 
, 'burning,s by transferring $6 million to",communities in' 12 'targeted " 
'states~, ' This emergency tran'$fer wou+d all-ow' every county, in'the ' 
a'ffe'Cted states to hire a ,'new police officer'for the, summer to patrol 

, the back roads." ,tovi'sit the churches,' tq ,keep ,watch: fors~gn~ of", " 
....',' ' ' I " , .' , ' " 

, , trouble: . '\ ' 

. "These' new' off,icers, 'w~rking with.locai police and ' '. 
, co'mimi:pity watch ,g,roups,ca~maintain a' wall of ,protection to'ward off 

people" who would strike, out, in h,ate ata 'hous,e 'of worship ~,qr" ", 
cpmm'!lnities ¢an, spe,ndthe ~mohey:fo,r:othE?r' purposes ,-.;; j;nstallin'g 

, floodlight's, : hiring private, security guards; paying overtime for, 
., " r . ,.,': ~,'. '.' ~ " j \ . ", " . ,- , 

MORE 
"", ' .

.• i " 



. '. 

\ :-' . 	 . , 

, .'":: 2 ',,~ 
> j .. 	 ...','j' 	 ' 

,, , 

'.' 
 \ 

existirig o'fficerswhateve+, t[1ey,b~iiev'ewill work, 'best .to 
:fQ'rest.all the fir·es. i ' 

'.. ;r ":rn askihg corigress to quicklya'pprove<the transfer 
'through 'aspecial 'procec;iure that allows action without a tiin~-:: , 
consuriling floor ,vote . ' We don't have. any ti:r:ne. t.o waste. with'.this" 

·.,st~p, ·th!= .natioJ:l'al governm~nt 'wilL bE:'l1elping. l.o<;::al police not .only 
" ·to.'"invest igate' arson' and apprehend' the gui I ty , . but, to. help to, . 
'physi'cally'protect'churches,fromharm,in ·the.'first, place." . .'" 

,. , • '; .' " ". '. ~. I , :'" .' ' • • "', 1 . ',' ,," ,r/.z' _. • , 

" If 'this emergency measure. 'is. not >enough to beat 'back th~ . 
. : church-burnings, we will .take fu~ther steps :as needed.' This is a J 

" .struggle ,agclinst r:adism?lnd ,relig'ious 'bigotry, and' we . will escalate ' . 
· that, ,struggle Cis "riecessarywi'thenough'peopl'e .power: and 'wii-lpowerto ' . 
make' ~;ure. th~ struggle is WOI) •. ''l:his is a' test not just for law" . ., 
enforcement, but for., all law-abiding: ·Americans ..: . . 

I, : ' ~'" . 
\' : ! ..'I 

, Earl.ie~today ,':t ~lgned ,a proclamat'i:or,designatlng a . 
national month" of·. unity ' ..During· the month of :July, .' I' calIon " 

• , •• ' I • ~- ." "\ ' • ".' .' "", \ "I " t

rell.gl.ous le.eiders',cf all ,fc:uths,to speak from. the pulpIt .and 
emphasize, the' need: for healing.:". And') ,carl ,on' all citize,ns, to join, 

.'-' 	 . 
. . 	together"to reach but ,to, one, another, ' to, strengthen' ,th,e ideals' th~t ' 

I ight'our way and keep Ul::> strong.,·· " ", , " ,. 
• ,I' . .' 	 " .. ' , 

" " 'On Thursday, w~ 'wi,llcelebrate "America' sIndepend~nCe 
. \" 

Day. Thisy.ear, let .us take this ,opportlui.ii:.y to rededicate>ourselvee 
'once agaiilto the Jpr:opositionthat,aIIAmericari~ are crea:t~d equa1 i ' 

'and' that every; Americ~n should,'1:>e able to.' worship irifreedom' and ',',J 

freeddm~ from fe'ar.' ,:[,hank youvery.m:uch. Thank you~.. ., 

" 
r' 

' .... , END") :, 	 '. 11 :A2A. M,•• EDT '. " 
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E X E CUT I V E OFF ICE o F THE PRE SID E N T 

OS·Jul-1996, 10:34a~ 

TO: (See Below) , 


FROM: Odetta S. Walker 

Office of the Counsel 


SUBJECT: TIME CHANGE/CHURCH FIRES MEETING IS AT 1:00{ROOSEVELT ROOM 
> 

If you cannot attend, please call or e-mail me. 

Odetta (6:-661,1) 

, Distribution: 
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John C. Angell 
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Elizabeth M. Toohey 
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Floydetta McAfee 
Stephen R. Neuwirth 
Dawn Chirwa J 

Tracey E. Thornton 
Dennis Burke 
Jacob J. Lew 

, Sandra L. Via 
Cheryl D. Mills 
Kumiki S. Gibson. 
Stephen C. Warnath 
John B~ Emerson 
Gene B. Sperling 
Daniel Taberski 
Mary Ellen Glynn 
Joseph Minarik 
Karin L. Kizer 
James T. Edmonds 
Tracy B. LaBrecque 
Ophelia D. West 
Ellen S. Seidman 
Anne E. McGuire 
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Date: 07/02/96 Time: 16:50 
CClinton Asks $6 Million to Help Police stop Church Fires 

WASHINGTON (AP) President Clinton designated $6 million 
Tuesday to fight church burnings in a dozen states 'and pledged as 
much more money and manpower as needed "to make sure the struggle 
is won." 

Clinton discussed the recent fires in a White House gathering 
and then again later in Chicago, continuing the attack against 
"racism and religious bigotry" that he has incorporated into many 
recent speeches and appearances. 

He asked Congress to give quick approval for the money, which 
would be an emergency transfer' of Justice Department fund~. ' 

The arrangement would be flexible enough t'o allow police to 
"patrol the back roads, to visit the churches, to keep watch for 
signs of trouble," Clinton'said. Police also could use the ,money 
to install flood lights, hire private security guards. or pay 
overtime to current officers. ' 

It' would'go to communities in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina" 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee and virginia. 

Clinton' also said he would 'sign a bill, approved by Congress 
last week,that would double the maximum prison term for church 
attacks to 20 years. And he issued a procl'amation declaring July a 
"national month of unity" during which religious leaders of all 
faiths should stress healing and tolerance from their pUlpits. 
, "We need to change tJ1e atmosphere in the country," Clinton 
said in Chicago before the National Council of senior citizens. 
"We dare not allow this to continue without every American of 
qonscience without regard to their race, their religion or their 
political.party speaking up against it." 

At'the White House he said,"This is a struggle against racism 
and religious bigotry. We will escalate that struggle as necessary 
with enough people-power and willpower to make sure the struggle is 
won. " 

Congress is expected to consider in two' weeks a bill that 
earmarks $24 million for church burning investigations. The $6 
million Clinton proposed is not included in those funds. 

Meanwhile, attorneys general from nine Southern states gathered 
with law enforcement officers at Howard University in Washington to 
discuss what they could do to prevent church arson. 

More than 40 chur6hes, mainly in Southern states and with 
predominantly black congregations, have been burned in the past 18 
months. Federal officials also are looking into a number of 
suspicious fires that consumed other houses of worship and churches' 
with majority white congregations during the same time span. 

Investigators'say they have not found a racial motive for the 
attacks, which touched off a wave of humanitarian outpouring to 
help rebuild burned-out sanctuaries. , 

Of 38 church fires in Alabama sin~e 1990, 18 have oc6urred in 
white churches, said John Robison, Alabama state fire marshall. 
Many of the fires at black churches, he said, were set by people 
attempting to conceal burglarie~, by wayward youth or those who 
have troubled relationships with church 'officials. 

"To say that all church fires must be racially motivated 
cannot accept that,' Robison said. "Arson is affecting everybody. 
It is· not black. It is not white." 

However, Virginia Attorney General James Gilmore said he was 
sure that race played some factor in many of the fires. 

I 



• ·i 

"It's fair to say that people who burn churches have malice in 
their hearts," Gilmore said. "The burning of an African-American 
church is a racial act. It is wrong." 
APNP-07-02-96 1655EDT 



06/21196 10 :40 iftOOOOOOO ~()01l001 

U.S. Dep8i1J:Iient of J~tice 

Civil Rights DivisIon 

"".u.s. Dep3itinent of Justice . 

Offke af rhe Assisiani Airorney General , Washingtoii. D. C. 20530 

TO: SteveWarnath, fax 456-7'028 

..,~~ "

FROM: . .Stuartlshirnaru· 
(202) 514-3845 

. . , 

Number Of pages, including' covet: 1 

i ',~ ,Steve-- . 

Here are some ilp:dated numbers for Tennessee: 

Since 1990, there have been 11 burnihgs of 'black chruches, including 3 in . 

1996, and 6 in 1995. . . . 


Arrests were made for the burning of 2 black churches in 1995 

(Friendship Missionary B'aptist Churcl, and canaan AMI: ChurCh, both in· . 

Maury County). Three defendants were conVicted 'of Federal charges. An 

arrest was made for a .1992 butriing of Pilgrims Hope Baptist in MemphiS, . 

and we understand that there was a conViction ih that case. 


I couldn't track down information about rebuilding efforts.... 

call. me if yoU need more. 

Stuart 

";'''":;: 
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June 21, 1996 

MEMORANDuM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

From: 
. . 

subject: Update on, Tennessee Church Burnings 

since 1990, there have been fires at eleven churches in 

Tennessee~ ,including .three in 1996, and six in 1995. Th'e most 

recent burning was May 28, 1996. Nearly all have been African­

American houses of worship. 


There have been arrests .and convi6tions obtained in ccmnection 
with three of the church burnings:. Friepdship'Missionary' Baptist 
Church .and Canaan AME Churc:q., both in Maury County, and Pilgrims 
Hope Baptist Church in'Memphis. No arrests have been made in the 
other cases. 

,Federal, state and. local officials 'have established 
intergovernmental task forces in Tennessee. These are organized 
to include state and local law enforcement and fire protection 
officials with concurrent jurisdiction, as well as 
representatives from the ATF, FBI, U.S. Marshals Service and, 
where appropriate, . the conciliators and mediators of the 
Community Relations Service. Victim-witness coordinators are 
also to be included in these task forces. 

The foilowing, l~sts Tennessee churches that have. burned: 

First United Penta'costal Church (Brownsville)

Burned on May 28, '1996' . 


Mt. Pleasant Baptist Churoh (Tigrett) 

Burned on May 14, 1996. 


Inner City Church (Knoxville) , 

On January 8, 1996, the sanctuary of this African-American church 

was destroyed by 'fire, and racial slurs'were spray~paintedon.the 

doors and walls~ . 


Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 
'canaan'African Methodist Episcopal Church (Maury County) 
Three defendants pled guilty in October of 1995 in federal court 
to conspiring to firebomb and either burn or erect crosses at 
these two· African-American churches in February 1995. One 
defendant was sentenced to 57 months in 'prison while the two 
other defendants were .sentenced to 57 months 'in prison while the 
two other defendants were sentenced to 46 months in prison. 
These cases are now closed. 



..... .'." 
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Salem Baptist Church (Fr~itland) 

On December 3, 1995, fire partially destroyed thi~chut~h. 


Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church .(Fruitval~) 

John'son Grove Baptist Church (Madison County) 


'On January 13, 1995, during the Dr. Martin'Luther King, Jr., 
holiday weekend,' both of these·African-American churches were 
totally dest~oyedby fire. 

Mr. ,c~lvary' Baptist Church (Hardeman County) 

On. January 31, 1995,. this. 'African~American' church was' partially 

destroye~:r by fire., ' . " .' .', . '.', 


New wright's Chapel Missionary Baptist Church (Shelby County). 

Burned. on September 6, 1994. 


Pilgrims Hope Baptist'church(Memphis) 

Burned December 26',1992 t 


., 
,. 
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THE WHITEHOUSE 

June 2-1,· 1996 
, ", 

MEMORANDUM FORTBE P~ESIDEN'l' ~, " " 

~ROM: 	 Stephen Warna~, Domestic Policy council 
. ' . -	 ' '. 

SUBJECT: Update on Tennessee Church Burnings 

since ',1990, ,there have, been fires at eleven churches in 

Tennessee, ,including' three in 1996, and 'six in 1995. The most 

recent burning was May 28, 1996.\ Nearly, all have been ,African­
~erican,houses,of worf!>hip.,' ' , , 


I 
1 

There have been arrests and convictions obtained in connection 
with three of the church,burnings: Friendship Missionary BaptiE1t 

'Church and Canaari,AME'Church, 'both. in'Maury' County, and Pilgrims 

Hope Baptist Church in Memphis. No arrests have· been made in the 

other cases. 


Federal;' state and:"16c~H '··offidiaishav~ ·~stablished'. ., 

intergovernmental task forces in Tennessee. 'These, are organized 

to include.' state' and local law eriforcement and fire protection 

officials', with concurrent jurisdic:::tio:r:t,' 'as ,we~las . ," 

,representatives from the AT,F, ~BI, 'U. s. 'Marshals service and, 

where appropriate, the, conciliat'ors arid .mediators 'of the 


,Community Relations, ,se~vice. ' ,'Victim-witness coordinat.ors, are' 

alsoto~b~ included in.' these tas~ forces'. ' 


t' 

~he following ,lists, ~ennesseep~~rches' that have burned,: 
, ,'," 

First united penteco$t~i' Ch~rCh"(Browi1's';ville):
Burned on May 28 ~ '1996 " , " '.,',', 

Mt. 	Pleasant Baptist Church (,Tigrett) 
~urned 'on May' 14', ,19~i6 ~ , 

, Inner, City, 'Church (Knoxville)' 

On Janua.'ry '8~ 1996, the' sanctuary, of this African-American church 

was destroyed'by fire, and r~cial slurs were, spray-painted on the 

doors and walls. ' 


Friendship 'Missionary Baptist Chbrch 

Canaan African Kethodist 'Episcopal Church (Mau,ry County) 

Three defendants pled. guilty in October of 1995 in federal,cqurt 

to' ,conspiring ,to 'firebomb and either"burn or-erect crosses at 

these two African-American,churches·in February 1995. One 


"", 	
defendant was sentenced to 57 months in prison while the two " 
other ~efendants.were· s~ritenced ,t,o'57 months in 'prison :wh.ile the­

\ 
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two'other defendants were sentenced to 46 months in prison~ 

,These cases are pow closed.' ' 


Salem. Baptist Church (Fruitland) 
, , 

'. I ' 

On December 3; 1995, fire partially destroyed this church. 
I 
I' 

iMacedonia M~ssionary Baptist Church (F,ruitvale) 

·.rohnson Grove Baptistchu;rch (Ma,dison County) 

On January 13.,,1995 during the Dr" Martin Luther King" Jr.", 

"holiday' weekend, 'both of these Afrlcah-Aln~rica'n churches>,were, 

totally destroyed by fire. ' 

Hr~ calvary Baptist Church (Hardeman County) , 

On January 31" 1995,--this ,African-American church was',partially: 

destroyed by, "fire" 


, He~ :Wriqht' s,chapel:' Missionary 'B~ptist ,church .(Shelby County) 

Burned, September 6, 1994",'. 


pilqrims BOP~ ,'Bapti'stchurch ,(Memphis) 

Burned December 26" 1992. 
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CHURCH FIRES MEETING 
JUNE 17, 1996 

• Governors' Meeting 	 //.J. Ir~_~~""I 
0 likely attendees 

0 draft agenda 

0 briefing materials· 

0 agency' rehearsal 


• 	 Private sector efforts 
cx:>e.. b~~ c...,..,.. .........u:....... 

• Leg~slation 
---'---I'.1 ...........
0 Treasury supplemental -­

0 JiuD piece 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE ,'UNITED' STATES' 

Mr. Kennedy introduced the following bill, which was, read twice and ' 
referred to the Committee on --------' 

A BILL 


To increase Federal protection against hate. crimes, inclu9ing bias 
, , ' 

motivated violence against 'individuals and destruction of places of religious 

worship. 
, , 

Be, it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United . " .' , " , 

States of America in Cpngre!?s assembled, 
, .. ," 

" 

, ,SECTION 1. ,SHORT TITLE 

This Act may. be·citedas the "H~lte Crimes Prevention Act of 1'996." 
, '*' '" 

SECTION 2:' PROHIBITION OF VIOLENT INTERFERENCE WITH 

RELIGIOUS WORSHIP 


(a) FINDINGS ' 

The Congress finds that -~ 
! ". 

(1) The incidence of violence based on the, race, color, relig'ion or 
, ' , 

national origin of the victim poses a seri'ous national problem. ' 

'(2) The incidence of.arson or other destruction 'or vandalism of plac~s of 

, 



religious worship, and the incidence of'violent interference with an individual's 

lawful exercise or attempted exercise of the right 'of'religious freedom at a place 

, of religious worship pose a serious national problem. 

(3) The incidence of arson of place~ ofreligious worship is particulady 

acute in the context of places of religious worship that serve' pre'dominantly 

African~American congregations. The destruction of African American churches . ,' 

resurr~cts an era whe'n widespread vi'olence spawned by racis'm pl~gued African- ~ 

" 

Am~rican churches throughout the nation. 

(4) Such violence hinders interstate commerce by impeding the 

movement of members of targeted g'~oups in areas of our ,nation and preventing 
. .' " , 

them from engaging in commerce in those areas on account of their race, color. 

religion, or national origin. 

'(5) Such violence impedes individuals in moving interstate because ,of 

their race, color, religion or national origin. 

(6) Such violence is often committe'd by individuals~ith ties to '-'groups .' :' . 

that operate nationwide. 

(7) , Su~.h violence disru'pts th~ tranquili,ty and safety of ~ominunities and 

is deeply divisive. 

(8) Current federal law is inadequate to deaJ with this problem. 

(9) Although many local jurisdi'ctions ,have atteinpted·to respond to the' . . , . 



challenges posed by such violence, the problem is sufficiently serious, 

widespread, and interstate in scope to warrant, federal intervention to assist ,such 

jurisdictions. 

(10) Congress has authority pursuant to the Commerce clause of the 

Constitution to ~ake such violence a violation of law. 

(11) Congress has authority pursuant to Section 2 of the Thirteenth 

Amendment to remedy the badges and incidents of ,slav'ery,including making 

raCially motivated actions or' private citizens that interfere with the ability of 

citizens to hold or l,lse property without fear of racial attack 'violations of federal 

, , 

criminal law; Congress detennines that the commission of an arson or other 

bias motivated destruction or vandaHsm of a place of religious worship " 

, " 

constitutes a badge and incident of slavery. 
,~ , . 

(b) AMENDMENT OF TITLE 18,. UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 
L • . ' 

247.,- Section 247 of title 18 of the United St~tesCode is 'amended-­

(1) in subsection (a)-:-­

(A) by inserting ", racial or ethnic" in subsection '(a)(1) between 
, ' , 

"religious" and "character"; and 

(B) by' striking "subsection (c)" and inserting the following: "subsecti()n 

(d)". 



'~. 

(2) by striking.subsection'(b) andinse,rting the following: 


. "(b) The circumstanc~s ref~rred to subsection (a) are that-- . 


( 1) the offense affects, interstate or foreign· cornrrierce; or 

(2) in commi!ting, pla~ing or preparing to comn:tit an, offense, the . 
. " " " 

," 
defendant 0) travels in interstate or foreign commerce or (ii) uses the mail or 

any facility 'or instrumentality of interstate or f<?reign commerce."; 

(3) by redesignating 'subsections(c), (d)" arid (e)' as (d), (e), arid (f\ and 

adding the following subsectionl: 

"(c) Whoever intentionally defaces, damages, or destroys any religious 
, , 

real property because of the" race; color, or ethnic characteristiCs of a~y 

individual who owns, owned, o~ intends to own, .oruses, has used, or intends "to 

use, 'that religious property,. shall be punished as provided in subsection (d )of 
.,' ' , ':.:; , . 

this section.". 

(4) by inserting the following new subsections: 

. ' 

"(g) Nothing in this section shall beconstrued.:.­

"(1) to provide exclusive criminal penalties with respe~tto conduct 

prohibited by thissedion, or to p'reempt state or local lawsthat, may provide 
'. ' 

such penalties; or 

(2) to interfere' with the enforcement of state or local laws pertaining to 



conduct prohibited by this section;· or 
. . 

(3)to indicate an intent ~n'the part of the Congressto prevent any state, ' 

any possession or Commonwealth of the United States, or the District of 

Columbia from exercising jurisdiction over any offense over which it would 

have jurisdiction· in the absence of this section. . . " . , . 

. (h) In circumstances not involving the death _of any victim, no person shall . . 

. be prosecuted,tried or' punjshed under this section unless the indictment is found 
, , 

or the information is instituted within seven years after the date on which the 

offense was committed. 11 

(c) AMENDMENT OF TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE; SECTIO:\ . 

248-- Section 248(b )of Title 18, United States Code, is amencied by 


in,serting the following after "if bodily injury results,": "orifsuch acts,inc1ude 


the use, threatened use, or attenlpted' u~e of 'a dangerous wea'pon, explosiyes, or 


. fire,". 

. . ' 

SECTION 3., BIAS MOTIVATED, VIOLENCE AGAINST PERSONS. 

(a) FINDINGS 


The Congress firds that ~-

(1) The incidence of violence based on the race, color, religion,·· national 
"/, " '\ 

origin or sexual orientation of the victim poses ~ serious national problem. 

(2) Such violence hinders interstate commerce by impeding the 



movement of members of targeted groups in areas of our nation and preventing , 

them from engaging in commerce in those areas on account of their race, color. 
, ' , 

religion,' national origin, or sexual orientation.' , 

(3) , Such violence impedes individuals in moving interstate because of 

their race, color, religion, national 'origin: or sexual orientation. " 

(4) , Such violence is often committed by individuals with ties to groups 

that operate nationwide. 

(5) Such violence disrupts the tranquility and'safety of communlties and 
, ' 

is deeply divisive. 

(6) Current federal law is inadequate to deal with this problem. 

': (7) Although many local jurisdictions have atternptedto 'respond to the 

challenges' posed by'such violence, the problem is sufficiently' serious, 

widespread, and'interstate in scope to 'wa,rrant .f~deral intervention t9, assist 'such 

jurisdictions. 

(8}.,Congress has authority' pursuant to the Commerce clause of the, 
~ / ' . 

C~mstitution to make such violence a violation of law. ' 

(9) Congress has authority to determine and so determines that the 
, , ,,~. 

int1iction of death or bodily injury on the basis of race, color, national origin, or 

religion constitutes a' badge and incident of slavery that Congress has authority 

to' decl,are a violation of federal law pursuant to the Thirteenth Amendment to 

the Constitution. 



7, 


, ,'( 1 0) :Congress has authority pursuant to section 5 of the Fourteenth 
, , 

Amendment to enact legislation declaring 'that the infliction of death 'Or bodily 
, , ' 

injury on'the basis of·race, color, national origiri,religion, or'sexual 'Orientation 

is a violation of federal law. 

.' . . 

(b) AMENDMENT OF TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE,SECTION 

, . 

245':- Section 245 of title 1,8 of the United States Code is amended-­

(1) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) as subsections'(d) and (e), 

respectively; and. 
, , ' 

(2) by.inserting after subsection (b) the, following new subsection: 

U(c) Whoever, whether or n'Ot acting under color of law, willfully causes 

.death or bodily injury: or attempts .. to cause death or bodily injury, to' any person' 

on account of that .person 's ,~ctual or perceived race, color; religion, national" 

. . 
origin, ~r sexual oriemation shall be punished in accor4ance with the penalty . 

provisions'of subsection (b)." 

~ :' 

SECTION 4: SEVERABILITY 

If any provision ofthis Act,an amendment made byttiis Act, or, the' 

application of. such provision oramendment'to any person or circumsta'nce is 
" '. 

'held to be unconstitutional, the remainder of this Act, the amendments made by , 
. , . ' '" . 

this Act, and the application of the previsions of such to a,ny other perso~, or 

circumstance shall not be affected' thereby. 



. ~ 

, 
( 

.\ 

SECTION 5: AUTHORIzATION ,FOR ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATORS 
, '. 'J 

'(a) There are authorized to be appropriated to the Departm~nt of Justice 

such funds as may be 'necessary to enable' the Fedenil B~reau of Investigation to 

increase the number of investiga~ors arid .support personnel to investigate 
. .' ./ 

potential hate crimes under Title 18, ,United ,States Code, Sections 241,245, and 

247, and Title 42, United States· Code, Section 3631 by a number 'equivalent to 

.25 full-time . active duty investigators in fiscal year) 997. 

(b) ,There are authorized to be appropriated. to the Departm:ent of 

,Treasury s'uch fu'rids as may .b~ T)ecessary to enable the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco and Firearms "to increase the ~umber ~f .investigators and technic~l 

support personnel to investigate potential ha~~ crimes under Title 18, Un~ted 

States Code, Section 241, 245, and 247, andTitle 42, United States Code, . .. 

Section 3631 . by.. a number equivalent to 20 fuB-time active duty investigators 
•• I .' 

and technical supportpqrsonnel in fiscal year 1997. T~e primary purpose of:'" 

these additional investigat~rs and technical support personnel is. to assist federal. 

state, and local law enforcement officials in the investigation of potential hate 
'1 .' • . • . 

cnmes. 
" 

SECTION 6: CRIME VICTIM COMPENSATION . , 

(a) Amendment to establish fund to pennit victims of unsolved crimes thaI, 

fall within federal jurisdiction' to receive compensation from t~e federal 

government. LANGUAGE.TO BE WORKED OUT. 

". '. 

http:LANGUAGE.TO
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT LRMNO:4743 ! 

OFACEOFMANAGEM~NTANDBUDG~t 
FILE NO: 2479Washington, D.C. 20503-0001URGENT 6/13/96 

LEGISLATivE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM TotaIPage(s}: .,3. 
' 	 , 

TO: Legislative Liaison Offie - S" istri u1iofl belOw: 

FROM: Ja'net FORSGREN" ~...<-<..' (for) As~i'stant Director for Legislative Reference' ~ 
OMEJ CONTACT: Joseph FIRSCHEIN, 395"1483, 

, 	 , 

,SUBJECT: ' 	HUt> Proposed Draft Billao Supplemental Appropriaiions for Institutions 

Damaged by Violent Acts ' 


DEADLINE:. 1 p.m. Friday, June 14.199'6 ' 

In accordance with OMB Circuiar A-19. OM'B requests the views of your agency on the above subject before 

advising on its relationship to the prog'ram of the President. 


Please advise us if this item will affeCt direct spending or receipts for purpose's' ofthe 

"Pay-As.You.Go" provisions of Title XIII of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990. 


COMMENTS: 	Attached Is HUt;) draft supplemental appropriations language authorizing guarantees to supp'ort up 
to $10 million In loans py private entities for community or religious Institutions that have been 
damaged In connection with acts or arson orlarrorism. 

AGENCIES: 	 EOP: 

51-JUSTICE - Andrew Fois - 2025142141 l KutNTIOrJ:M,Ki ~.lMf\.Ll.. ') J. MioafiklK,Klzer 
76-National Economic Council- Sonyis Matthews, 2024562174 A.Rhinesmith 
118·TREASURY - Richard S. Carro· 2026221146 ' Ken Sctiwartz 

Steve Redburn 
Joseph Fjrschein 

'Katherine Meredith 
,Harry Meyers 
Mark SCtiw~'rtl 
DavlCl Haun 
Ed Chase 
Kim Burke, 
C.Timberlake 
W.Chan'g 
Ro'z Rettman 
Slephen Neuwirth 

(OMS LA 
\ChUCk Kle,ffer 
tracy Thornton 
Janet, Murguia 
Denhls Burl<e 
Molly Brostrom 
Ellen Seiaman 
Mark Mazur 

, Sfe"phenWarnath 
Elena Kagan 
Jim Murf 
Bob Pelilccl 
Jim Jukes 
Ron Jones 
'Ji" Alif.1<skJ n 
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FROM: DADE,' IJ. P.2/3,11m -14' - 1 '9'91~,'" "", .. I _ ..;,. \..,.. 

RESPONSE to , lRM NO: 4743 
LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM FILENO: 2479 

• j 4 •• ~- ,.:••_ ,'.' , ,.' -. 

, , 

If your respO'nse to' this re'quest for views Is shOrt (e,g.; conCiJt/lib comment), we p'rcfer lhat yoorespond by e;,nall Or 
by faxing us this response sheet. '" , " , , 
If the response Is short and you prefer to Call. "iease call thebranCh~wide iine sh'owh below' (Not the analyst's line) 
to leave a message with alegislative assistant. ' 

You may also respend by: ' , , ' , 
(1) calling the analystlattorney's direct line (you will be connecteato voice mail if the analyst does not aniwa'r): or 

, (2) sending us a memO' or letter. , . ' 
Please include the, LRM number shown above. ahd the subject sho~n belOw. 

TO: Joseph FIF~SCHEIN 395~14B3 

Office of Msl1sgernenl and Budget ' 


, Fax Number: 396-1307 


SUBJECT: HUD Proposed Draft 6111 on Suppiemental Approprl.Wtms for Institutions 
Damaged by Violent Acts ' 

The following is fhe response of o(jra~encYlo your request for views on tHe iibove:captionetl subject: 
" " ., 

_____ ' Concur 

_--"'-'~ No Objection· 


-",_____ No Comment 


""';"'--_ See proposed edits on pages ;,;."--..:.~"""-_ 


________ FAX RETURN of~ pages. attached to this resp6Mse sneei 
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DEPARTMBN:r OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOpMENt'. .. 

.C~)nllriunity Planning' and De\ie\Oj)rnCrll 

Loan Guarantee RecovclY Fliiid . 

For the cost of guaranteed loal1s, $5,000,000, to remail1.ivililnble until expended, to assist 

community or religious institutions that have been darllaged in connection with acts of afstm or 


. terrorislrt, as cerLified by law ~nforCemC!H authorities: Provided, That sllchcosts, illcluding the 


cost of modifying loans, shall be as defined in seCtion 502 of the Congl'cssional Budget Act of 

. . 

1974, as amended: ProvidedJWther. That these funds are availhblc to sobsidiLe total lORn 

principal, any part of which is lObeguatariteed, not to exceed $10,000,000: Provide.dfurther,,. 
That the SccretalY of Housillg ahd Urban Develoj"lme'tit J~lay establish such tenl1s arid conditions 

as the Secretary considers appropriate Lo provide such gllarantccs, consistellt with seCtion 503 of 

the Congressional Budget Act: PrQvl~!ed ftlfther. Thatthe entire ani6unt is designated by 

Congress as an emergel'lcy tequircniCI1t pUl's(milt to section 25 1 (b){2){D)(i) of the Balatlced 

Budget and Emergency Deficii ConB'D1 Act of 1985. 

[Offset language for the $5 n'lillion approl)riation to be provided by BUl)] 
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' ..... 
u.s. Department of JUStice 

Civil Rights Division 

Office oj the Assistanr ~1r.ror;I/:Y General 	 Wcshillgl01l, D.C. 20530 

TO: 	 Steve War'nath 456-7028 
John Angell 456-2883 

" ;
FROM: 	 Stuart·lshimaru 

(202) 5,14-3845 voice 

Number of 	pages,' including cover: 4 

The following represents our understanding of what was finally in the 
House bill. ' The version of the attched from 2:30 included the HUD loan 
guarantee provision in the House bill. The loan guarantee provision was 
not inCluded In the House bill. . 
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6/18, S:30p 
CHURCH' ARSON LEGISLATION 

• 	 The AdIilinisttation srrougly supports legislation passed by the House oil Tuesday that 
would enhance the government's tools to prosecute church arson and, desecration . 

. ': 
• 	 The bills would put "teeth It into existing criminal ,law banning church desecration 

(existing law has only been used ~ since enacted ih 1988) by: 

'. removing excessive proof requirements, 
, 	 ' 

• 	 eliminating the $10,000 damage threshold, " 

, 	 ' 

• 	' making illegal damage motivated by the racial or ethnic character of members of 
the church, 

" • providing compensation for victims of the crime who suffer personal injury; 

SIDE BY SiDE -- CHlJRCH ARSON Bll..LS 

House bill (on floor 6/18) 

§1 Short title--Church Arson Prevention 

Act. 


The House bill does not include findings. 


§2 Amendments to 18 USC 247. , 

Interstate commerce. The House bill would 
" simplify the existing requirement to establish 

Senate, bill (Kennedy 6/17, draft) 


Same. 


,§2 Findings. The Senate bill would make 
extensive fmdings, laying the legal 
groundwork of Congressional authority to 
act in these cases, under the Commerce 
Clause and 13th & 14th Amendments. 

§3Amendments to 18 USC 247. 

Inrerscate commerce. The Senate bill would 
make the same change to 247, and would 
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an interstate cOIilIherce;Connectlon, requiring 
that the offense II is in or affects', interstate 
cotnInerce. If 

Damage threshold. ~he House bill would 
remove the requirement that over $10,000. in 
damage be caused., 

Racial motivation. ' The House bili would 
establish 'a new standard, prohibiting 
destruction of religi!Jus property because of 
the race, color, or ethnic characteristics, of 
any individual associated with that property . 
An interstate commerce' connection would 
not be, required. 

Pendley. No provision, The existing 
penalty of 247 would continue, a maximum 
of 10 yeats. 

Statute oj limitation. ',No provision. The 
existing statute of limitation, 5 years, would 
conti11ue. 

',Real property. the House bill would clarify 
that the law, would prohibit damage to real 
property. 

§2(b) ',Compensation of victims. The 
House bill would make victitns, of this crime, 

'whoh,ave suffered' pe~sonal injury eligible ' ' 
for victim assistance.' 

" END OF HOUSE BILL, 

" 

~ 003/004 

also allow' a 'showing' that the defendant 
traveled in irite'rstatecoIilmerce or llsed the 
mail or any facility or instriJmentality of ' ' 
interstate commerCe (i.e. telephone). 

Damage threshold. The 'Senate, bill would, 
also remove the $10,000 threshold. 

, , 

Racial motivatiOll. The Senate bill would 
establish the same standard, and would also 
prohibit such destru~tion based on the 
religious characteristics of any individual 
associated with the property. 

Penalty." The Senate bill"would increase the 
maximlim penalty from 10 to 20 years," 
consistent with the Federal arson statute'. 

Statute 'oj limitation. the Senate bill would, 
" increase the statute of limitation to 7 years; 
c9nsisteIit with the Federal arson statute. 

R:eal property. The Senate bill would clarify 
that the law would protect "fixtures or 
religious objects contained within a place of 
religious worship" as well as real property. ' 

§4,'Compensation of victims, The Seilate 
bill c~ntains a similar ptovision. 

§S. Access to CoIi::Jinunity Development 

Loan Guarantees. The Senate bill would 

make victims" of these crimes eligible for 

loan' guarantees ,to rebuild. 


§6. Authorization fot additional 

investigators.', TIi~ Senate bill would 


" authorize' funds, as'necessary> for additional 

investigators and technical, support for ATF. , 

§7. Authorization for CRS. the Senate 



~004/00406!tS!96 17:14 'B'ooooooo . 
.. 


bill would authorize additional funds, as 
necessary, for additional mediators and 
conciliators of the Com.tpunity Relations 
Service of the Department 0f Justice. 

§8. Reauthorization of the Hate Crime 
Statistics Act. The Senate bill would make 
pennanent the Hate Crime .Statistics Acr'qf 
1990. A bill doing this has already passed 
in the Senate. 

§9. SeverabilitY. The Seriate bill would 
sever any unconstitutional provision from 
affecting other provisions in the Act.' 


