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At Churches

Clinton Links Arson
~To ‘Racial Hostlll-ty,. |
Supports Legislation

" By Dan Morgan
Vashington Post Stalf Writer

- President Clinton yesterday
blamed “racial hostility” for a rash of
church burnings in the South and
said he would support new legisla-
tion making it easier for federal au-
thorities to prosecute cases involv-
ing arson against places of worship

as part of a broader effort to fight

such crimes.

Less than 48 hours after arson de- -
stroyed' a 93-year-old wooden sanc-

tuary at a black church in Charlotte,

N.C., the president used his weekly

radio address to the nation to con-
demn the attacks and outline-a se-
ries of steps to deal with them.

The Charlotte blaze was at least

the 30th suspicious fire involving a -

southern black church in the last 18
- months. Clinton said that although
there is. no evidence of a national

conspiracy, “it is clear that racial

‘hostility is the driving force behind a
number of these incidents.”

“The recentand disturbing, }ash of .

crimes.. . . harkens back to a dark
era in onr natmns history,” he said,
adding later: “This must stop.”

" With. Clinton were two black min-

isters whose churches had been vic-
timized and the Rev. Joan Brown
Campbell, general secretary of the
National Council of Churches, an ec-
umenical group that has been at-
tempting tofocus public attention on
. the incidents.

In May, the counci! submitted tes-
timony to a congressional committee

stating that 57 black and interracial -

churches had been burned or vandal-
ized- since 1990.
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It also cntxcxzed investigators for

focusing their inquiries too much on.
pastors and congregations, in some
cases asking ministers to take poly- ,

" graph tests.

Rev. Terrence Mackey of Monnt'

Zion AME Church in Greeleyville,
S.C., one of the two ministers with
Clinton yesterday, said he believed
that “by and large I think law en-
-forcement is doing okay in some cas-

es.” ‘But'he added: “I don’t think they -
" took it as seriously at first.. They’re

taking it more seriously now.” . .
Today .Campbell will lead a larger

. delegation of ministers from burned

churches to meet with Attorney

General Janet Reno and discuss -

progress on investigations underway
"and possible other steps.

‘Monday, the group will see Trea~'
_sury Secretary Robert E. Rubm,

whose : jurisdiction includes the Bu:
reau of Alcohol Tobacco and Fire-

arms, which is charged with investi-
gating violations of federal arson or
explosives statutes and assisting lo-
cal authorities with their arson cas-
More than 200 federal agents from

the FBI and the ATF are working

with state and local authorities to
solve crimes involving black church-

es, Clinton said. The ATF is still look-

ing into 25 suspicious fires reported
since the beginning of 1995 in black
churches in the southeastern United

. States. The largest number, six, has
. been in Tennessee.
Seven arrests related to five sepa- .
- .rate fires have been made in cases in

which the ATF provided assistance.

In additon to those 30 fires, the

ATF has ruled seven other fires in’

black churches in the Southeast acci-
dental., Those fires, it determined, -
were caused by cigarettes, electrical -

failures; thunderstorms or vagrants. =

" The FBI has been investigating

- possible civil rights violations, or vio-

lations of federal hate crime statutes
in a number. of the fires, and could
bring federal indictments if the mfor-'
mation Warrantsit. - .

The ATF, meanwhile, is loolnng in-
to the arson-aspects. Arson cases now
can be brought in federal courts if it is

. shown that a fire has interfered with
- interstate commerce. ATF officials
. said yesterday the statute is broad

enough for them to prosecute church

~ and synagogue burnings in federal.
- court. All the cases brought so far,

however, have been in state courts.
Clinton yesterday. said he would
support legislation sponsored by
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Reps Hemy] Hyde (R-I) and John

Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.) aimed at mak-
ing federal prosecution easier, by re-
ducing ambiguities about jurisdiction
and making it clear that the burning

of a church is a federal crime even if

damage is slight. The House Judiciary
Committee is to vote Tuesday on the

~ bipartisan legislation. .
;. Clinton also said that a national
* : task force examining the wave of fires

" will soon report back with recomgen:’

* dations for other federal action. ‘

HesaxdtheATFwﬂlbedxrectedtb

‘contact officials of black churches:

across the nation about steps they can
take to protect their churches from
arson. In addition, the government
will establish a new 24-hour toll-free

number, 1-888-ATF-FIRE, to take in-
formation about church fires. 3

NationsBank, which has a major

‘ presence in the southeastern states,

announced yesterday that it will set
up a $500,000 reward for information-
leading to the arrest of arsonists
against black churches.

Late Friday, Senate Majority Lead-

" er Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.), Clinton's

likely 1996 opponent, urged the Jus-
tice: Department and state and local

- law enforcement agencies to use all
available resources to solve the

Administration officials reportedly

 have been stung by complaints from
church groups and civil rights leaders

that they have not been aggressive

enough in investigating the fires and.

have been looking for a way to high-

light their efforts.

" Mackey said in an interview that he
was grateful to the president for tak-
ing time to speak to him yesterday

. and for speaking up. But he said other

ministers had called him to complain
that FBI and ATF officials “are ques-
tioning parishioners of churches and

pastors and asking them about prob-
lems in the church or if anyone mxght'

want todoit. . . . I don’t feel that any
parishioners have been involved in

_ these fires.”

Mackey’s church burned June 20
1995. The fire initially was ruled an
accident by local authorities, but a
year later two men were arrested af-

ter trying-to pawn the church’s public
_ address system. -

Mackey said that during an ar-

_raignment, one of the suspects held .
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and said he was proud to bave it. Both
men are serving prison terms, Mack-
ey said. A new church, rebuilt with in- -

surance money and donauons, will re-
open next week,
ATF Director John Magaw told the

House Judiciary Committee last™

" month-that a Jocal conspiracy was un-
- covered in two South Carolina fires.
But he said the bureau has “not vet,

' ..and T emphasize not yet, found any -

evidence of an mterstate or nauonal
conspiracy,”

The Justice Department s Clvﬂ‘

Rights Division reportedly is prepar-
‘ing federal criminal charges against

" two members of a white supremacist
* group in connection with the South.
Carolina fires, including the one at -

Mackey’s church.

' Staff writer Pierre Thomas -
contributed to this report.
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Federal mvesngators are committed
“to finding the people responsible for a

rash of fires at black churches in the .

' Soith even if that means giving church
members polygraph tests and search-

" ing church records, a top Justice De- -

partment official said yesterday.
About’ 30 pastors from- ‘burned-out
churches met with Attorney General

" Janet Reno and other officials yester-
_ day to voice their dissatisfaction with "~
federal, state and local investigations,

which they say have focused more on
the church members and clergy than
on outside suspects. -

Reno told the pastors about the

Church Arson Task Force, a joint ef-

fort of the Treasury and Justice depart-
ments, which will report to President
Clinton about the status of the mvesn-
gations.

. “The entire administration is com-,

‘mitted to putting an end to these fires,

and we, will continue to pursue these - = °

matters vigorously,” Reno said in a
statement after the meeting. “Acts of
violence against the spiritual centers of

our communities must be stopped. We
will devote whatever resources are
necessary to solve these crimes.”.
Officials yesterday also responded to
complaints that investigators have un-
- fairly made church members targets.
" “Qur responsibility is to solve these
crimes, and we are determined to do
-that,” Deval L. Patrick, assistant attor-
‘ney general for civil rights, said on

ENN's:*Late. Edition.” “That includes -

whatever investigative tools are at our
disposal and then some.”
But investigators have made, church

meémbers targets by requiring poly- . -

graph tests, issuing subpoenas for

- church records ‘and telling congrega-

tions that everyone is a suspect, com-
plained the Rev. Mac Charles Jones of
- the Nationa) Council of Churches. The
New York-based ecumenical group has
worked to draw attention to the more
than 30 fires at predominantly black

. southern churches in the past 18
" months.
“The sense of dzssausfacum lamong

pastors]. is not. around the amount of
the investigation, but the sense of in-
tumdaﬁon that they fee from xnvesu-
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: gators," Jones saxd on CNN "I’hey feel
* that they are the targets of the investi-
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gation. What has happened is the vzc~ E

" tims have also become the suspects.”

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and

.+ "Firearms has investigated 30 fires at .
- churches throughout the South since

Januaxy 1995, including two last week
in Charlotte, N.C., and Greensboro,
Ala., Patrick said. Seven people have
been arrested in connection with five

“  fires, he said. :
. Investigators have not uncovered a

national conspiracy behind the fires,
but Patrick said that such a conspxracy
could still be found.

“I think we'd be mponsxble, con

sidering the pattern of these crimes,
the fact that so many of them have
been black churches and so many in

the South, not to consider whether
‘. they are linked in some way,” he said.

At yesterday's meeting, the pastors
presented evidence of alleged racist

- motivation for the attacks, which Jones -
. said could help lead to the uncovering

. of anational conspiracy. “We believe it -

- could be regional, it could be state. We

o dokmw merexsaoonspuacyofxdeolo'
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gy in whatever way that you look at it -

Jones said, citing similarities in t.he
fires, o

'‘Jones said the church fires are Just
symptom of the racial tension in the

. countxy,whxchhesaxdxsasgreatasat '
" wasin the 1950s and "60s: ‘
-Last evening, the pastors attended

“a service of compassion and consola-

~ tion” at Pleasant Lane Baptist Church
on Capitol Hill. Some brought charred
§ ‘remnants of their churches,

Spiver Gordon, -a Presbyterian dea-

“ . con, spoke on behalf of several Ala-
bama churches that had been burned.
" He called on the federal government to

protect churches the way it did civil

. rights workers in the 1960s.

“These are some dangerous’ times
we live in,” Gordon said, “and it’s time
for.our government to get up and do
sornethmg about it”
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Clmton Vows

- Greater Effort -

By TODD S. PURDUM
WASHINGTON June 8 — Presi-
dent Clinton today ordered stepped-
up Federal efforts to investigate and
combat the wave of suspicious fires

that has swept .at least 30 ‘black
churches in the South in recent

months. The measures include a 24- -

hour toll-free number for the pubhc
to report tips.

~ ““We do not now have evidence of a

national conspiracy,” Mr. Clinton
said in“his weekly radio address to-
day. ““But it is clear that racial hostil-
ity is the driving force behind a num-
ber of ‘these mcldents ThlS must
stop.”’

On Thursday, the Matthews- Murk-
land Presbyterian Church in Char-
lotte, N.C,, became at least the 30th

DATE

-'aorsed a 'bill 'spcnéored by Repfé- )

black church in the South to be dam- -

aged or destroyed by fire in the last
18 months.

While the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for Civil Rights, Deval L. Pat-
rick, has characterized the fires as
‘‘an epidemic of terror,” he and oth:
er officials have so far found no
evidence of national or reglonal con-
‘spiracies to link them. .

But a coalition of church and c1v1l
rights groups has pressed for height-
ened Federal involvement, and Mr.,
-Clinton vowed ‘‘to do everything in
my power to get to the bottom of
these church burnings as quickly as-
possible.” He asked a joint task force

from the Justice and Treasury De- -

partments to advise him of any new
acuons the Government can take.
" At the same time, Mr. Clinton or-
dered the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
.co and Firearms to visit Southern:
- churches and inform them of any
additional steps they might take to
protect their property. He also en-

them at

sentatives John-Conyers of Michigan*
and Henry Hyde of Illinois that would -
" make it easier for the Federal Gov-
-ernment to assert jurisdiction over
desecration of churches by lowering -
- the threshold of property damage

that would constitute a Federal

'crime to $5,000, from $10,000.

" Officials said the new toll-free

number, (888) ATF-FIRE (or 888- .
283-3473), is to. be in operatlon by -
."early next week. .
.. Over the last six years, the Gov- )

-ernment has investigated dozens of

fires nationwide, more than half of
predominantly black

churches. Different civil rights and
church groups have compiled vary-
ing tallies, but most of the fires were

been difficult because there" were

.- few if any witnesses and the fires

were not discovered until - the
churches burned to the ground, con-
suming forensic evidence. Hundreds

of Federal and local investigators '
have worked on'the cases,. and ar- ,

rests have been made.

“But a larger solution has been elu-.

sive, and prominent blacks like the
Rev Jesse Jackson have blamed a

_ . “cultural conspiracy” that tolerates
~racism. The fires have drawn the

attention of rights groups because of
the historical legacy:

during the civil rights movement of
the 1950°s and 60’s.
-Mr. Clinton recalled that legacy

- today, saying: '‘We must never allow .
“.that to happen again. Every. family .
has a right to expect that when they
walk into a church or synagogue or .

mosque each week, they. will find a
house of worship, not the charred

-remnants of a hateful act done by

cowards in the night.”

A coalition of groups, including the -

National Council of Churches and the
Center for Constitutional Rights, is to
meet with Attorney General Janet
Reno on Sunday to discuss the status
of Federal efforts.

‘in rural areas, and investigation has -

black .
. churches were repeatedly attacked

Rl
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Church Sues Extremist Group Over Fire

New Front Is Opened in Attackon A:'n‘ti_‘-BIdck A m“_)nisv"in the South

i
i:.- By RONALD SMOTHERS

j:f‘;;i‘rLANTA.'June 7 — Broadening -

e efforts to stop a spate of fires in

atk churches across the 'south, a
Seugh Carolina church filed suit to-
group over one such arson last year.
! “Pederal agencies, responding to
complaints from civil rights groups,
‘ers investigating more than two doz-
én fires at small churches with black

‘congregations. The Civil Rights Divi- -

‘sion of the Justice Department is
Preparing Federa! criminal charges
eganst two members of the suprem-
geist group, who- are being held in
Tonnection with the fire and one oth-
2r arson at a black church, law en-
Jorcement officials said:

« But the civil suit, filed by the Ma-
Cedonia Baptist Church, against the
Christian Knights of the Ku Kilux
¥lan, based in North Carolina, un-

_gheaths another weapon to stop the V
“fires: the possibility of crippling -

- @amage awards against organiza-
tions that advocate violence against
‘blacks, said Morris Dees, head of the
Southern Poverty Law Center, which
¥s representing the church.

‘4 The lawsuit, filed'in South Carolina ’

state court, is likely to be the first of

ba

@ series. Randolph Scott-McLaugh-

Jih,vice president of the Center for -

Constitutional Rights, which is work-
ing with the National Council of
Churches and the Atlanta-based Cen-
ter for Democratic Renewal to stop

the’church burnings, said his group .-

was planning a number of similar

¢ivil suits; he said he hoped that they
watifd:unearth: information in:deposi- .

tjops and other pretrial procedures.
that -could aid additional criminal
grosfecutians.

h

4 gut the-realpoint'is that f. Klanfs- )
mén and Nazis-find their property’

tied up in litigation they will be less
lkely to engage In these acts,” he

said. *‘The American way Is that if -

you want people to change their con-
duct; then make them pay for it.”
* Twelve people have been arrested
dr convicted. in the church arson
cases over the last year or s, but

litle has turned up so far showing a ..

conspiracy connecting all or most of

gay against a white supremacist -

~‘the  fires. This weekend, ministers

from a number of the burned

churches are to meet Attorney Gen-

eral Janet Reno and Treasury Secre-

ary Robert E. Rubin, who oversees

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and

- ‘Etfearms, to, among other. things,-

express concern about the slow pace

) o{ the investigations. . -
:z;e\ff’t\ile law-enforcement agencies a

try determine_whetﬁgr there is a

wide conspiracy, many civil rights
leaders worry that a narrow focus on
the unvarnished racism' of hate
groups is misplaced. The Rev, Jesse
~ Jackson and Deval Patrick, head of
the Justice Department's Civil

Rights Division, have said the burn- ...

ings may be a product of “‘general

atmosphere’ rather than of a partic-

ular group’s actions. Mr. Jackson

, said atmosphere was created in part .
by the conservative agenda of the ~

" Republican-controlled Congress and
rulings in civil-rights and voting-
rights cases by the Supreme Court.’

“It seems that the blue suits are
engaging in anti-civil rights propa-
ganda and legislation in Congress,
and the black robes are handing out

* restrictive rulings in the courts, and
the white sheets are doing the burn:
ing,” Mr. Jackson said. “There is a
kinship among these things."”

In South Carolina last month Rep-
resentative James E. Clyburn, the

state’s only black member of Con- -

gress and a Democrat from the Co-

lumbia area, blasted Representative . -

- Bob Inglis, a conservative South Car-

olina Republican for traveling into -

his district to hold a news conference
at the scene of the Greeleyville
church fire. Mr. Inglis, a member of

the House Judiciary Committee, .

which was to hold hearings on the
fires, made the investigative trip
with cameras in tow without giving

- Mr, Clyburn thé usual courtesy
' among congressmen of informing-

him or inviting him.. _
*He came here opposing,church
burnings while voting aeainst affir-

5

_mative action and for the Contract

with America in Washington,” said
Mr. Clyburn. “Every time I ook

. around the right-wing Republicans
- are trying to.make hay on the race
~ issue to seek headlines.”

Mr. Inglis conceded that it was a
mistake to not notify and invite Mr.

" Clyburn to the hearing and press ~'

conference, but also insisted that his -
outrage was genuine and he had a

" right to express it. He said that he
saw no contradiction between oppos-
ing affirmative action and speaking -

" out against the church burnings. “It
seems that if you speak out you are
grandstanding and if you don’t you
are complicit,” he said. *'This is mor-
al arrogance on the part of liberals.”

Neison Rivers, the southern re-
gional director of the N.AA.CP.

* which was the first group'to call for a

_coordinated Federal investigation of

- the fires, said that his group has been
warning black pastors that short of

- being “territorial and small-mind-
ed” they should be careful “not to
take any hand that is offered” in
assistance. '

“We have to be careful that the

church burning issue does not be. -

come a Trojan Horse to allow groups
which are anti-African-American,
anti-poor and anti-diversity from be-
ing seen in a favorable light in our
communities,” he said. . :
The suit filed today grew out of
fires at two small black churches:
the June 21 burning of the Macedonia
Church in the rural Bloomville area,

southeast of Sumter, and a fire the -

day before at the Mt. Zion AM.E.
Church in Greeleyville, 5.C., several
- miles to the east. Within two weeks
local investigators had arrested
Timothy A, Welch, 23, and Gary C.
Cox, 22 and charged them with arson
and trespass in both fires.

B Several ‘months later a former
" . member of the Christian Knights of

the Ku Klux Klan and an associate of
the two men said that they had been
members of the group and had at-
tended rallies at which black

. churches were denounced as places

" where people learned how to get on
public assistance. About a month be-
fore the Macedonia fire, a flier de-
picting a hooded Klansman and a
skull and crossbones, with the date



and location of an upcoming Klan

-rally, was tacked to the church door.

Mr. Dees, whose nonprofit educa-.

tion and legal group, based in Mont-

- gomery, Ala., monitors white su-
premacist groups, said the Christian .

- Knights were founded in 1985-in Mt.
Holly, N.C., by Virgil Griffin, 52, a

- longtime Klan activist who ‘was ac-
quitted in the 1878 killing of five anti- -

Klan demonstrators in Greensboto,

N.C. The group is Known for its in-

flammatory rhetoric and for fre-
quent small marches in which mem-
bers are decked out in the traditional
robes and peaked caps of the Kian, -

. At the time of their arrest, accord-
ing to court papers in the suit by the -

- church, Mr. Welch ‘was carrying a

cnristian Knights membership card |

and Mr. Cox was living with Arthur

Haley, a well-known member of the -

group. Mr. Haley has since left the
group and reportedly has been aiding

) }-fede;-al investigators who are con-
sidering Federal ¢riminal charges

against the two men. .
In addition to filing the suit today,

Mr. Dees sent letters to the Southern -

Baptist Convention, the largest white

A Baptistdenomina!ion,withls million

members, urging them to assist in

the rebuilding of the burned black = -

" churches to show that the ume‘w(hen o

‘‘white Southern churches stood si-

- lent in the face of blatant intolerance

has long passed.” - -

- - In a Clarksville, Tenn., case which’

Mr. Scott-McLaughlin and the New
York-based Center for Constitutional

. Rights are reviewing for a possible

Livil suit, there is a link between the
White Aryan Faction and the four
people convicted in the firebombing

. of ablack family’s home, the burning
.. of a black lodge and the conspiracy .
- to burn a black church. Testifying in

January at the sentencing of the
local leadér of the group, John Jason
Bakenhus, Federal investigators told
of how he recruited young white men

_In Clarksville to “protect the white

race” and engage in violent acts
aimed at blacks. R
“There is a racist conspiracy to
harm’ blacks and it may not be na-
tional, but it is more than just two or
three people,” said Mr. Scott-Mc-
Laughlin. “It's all driven by the
same racist ideology that is afoot in

~theland”

/A fsbn Sfrikes Black Church, 30(‘]: in18 Months |

. CHARLOTTE,N.C., June 7 (AP)

— Arson destroyed a 93-year-old
wooden sanctuary, the 30th fire at

. a Southern black church in the last
year and half, Federal investiga-
tors said, but they stopped short of
linking the Thursday night fire
night to the previous burnings. -

The building, on the grounds of

A the Matthews-Murkland Presby-
* terian Church, was used only to
store old pews. The mostly black,

175-member congregation worship .
_in a new building 100 yards away. -

The congregation was planning
to renovate the building for possi-
ble use as a wedding chapel.

Church leaders estimated the

" loss at $150,000.

.

Investigators said the fire had
been set. They did not say how.
‘“We won't say it's connected to

the series of fires,” said Mark Lo- .

gan, agent in charge for the Fed-

".eral Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco

and Firearms, ‘‘but we're just get-
ting information from the scene.”
"~ The bureau said its open cases of
arson include six black churches

" that have been burned in Tennes-

see, five each in Louisiana, South
Carolina and Alabama, four in
North Carolina, three in Mississip-
pi, and one ‘each in Virginia and

- Georgia. -

Five people have been arrested

in connection with the other fires. -
Authorities have said they had

found no evidence of a national

‘racist conspiracy. -
. In Washington, President Clin-

ton was asked at a news confer-
ence about the Charlotte fire and
the fires at other black churches. -
Al I'can tell you right now,” Mr.
Clintonreplied, **is we are working
very hard to get to the bottom of

_this.”

The Charlotte church is nestled
into seven acres in an affluent,
predominantly white neighbor-
hood. ' :

The Rev. Larry Hill, the
church’s minister, said he had re-
ceived no threats. “It's painful to "

" see things like this still happening

in 199" he sald. . .
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n wry Is Harassmg Parzshtoners, Pastors of Burned

WASHINGTQN June 8 (AP) —

. Federal mvestagators are committed
to finding the people responsible for
dozens of fires at black churches in
the South, even if that
church members lie-detector tests

and searching church records, a top.
Justice Department official said to-’

day.

About 30 pastors from bumed
churches met with Attorney General
Janet Reno and other officials today
to voice dissatisfaction with Federal,
state and local investigations, which
they say have focused more on the
members of the churches and the
ciergy than on outside suspects. But
Deval L. Patrick, Assistant Attorney
General for Civil Rights, said today
on the CNN program “Late Edition™
that investigators would take all the
steps they thought were necessary.

Ay

AR AR

" includes whatever investigative tools

are at our disposal, and then some.”
- At the meeting, Ms. Reno told the

- pastors about the Church Arson Task

eans giving

Force, a joint effort of the Treasury

‘and Justice Departments that will

report to Pre51dent Clinton on the
investigations into the fires.
“The. entire -Administration is

" committed to putting an end to these

fires,” Ms. Reno said in a statement
after ‘the meeting, “and we will con-
tinue to pursue these matters vigor-

cously.” '

“Our responsibility is to solve

these crimes, and we are determined
to do that,” Mr. Patrick said. *That

At a news conference to be held on
Monday, Justice angd Treasury offi-

cials are expected to describe ways .

to prevent church fires.

At the meeting, officials answered
complaints -‘that investigators had
unfairly made church members tar-
gets.

The Rev. Mac Charies Jones ‘asso-

ciate general secretary for racial-

justice at the the National Council of

64074
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Ch urches Say

Churches, 'said today on CNN that

"investigators had required lie-detec-

tor tests of church members, issued
subpoenas for church records and
told congregations that everyone
was a suspect.

““The sense of dissatisfaction is not

" around the amount of the investiga-

tion, but the sense of intimidation
that they feel from investigators,”
said Mr. Jones, whose ecumenical
group has worked to draw at;emion
to the dozens of fires at predominant-
ly black Southern churches in the
last 18 months. ““They fee] that they
are the targets of the investigation.
What has happened is the victims
have also become the suspects.”

Mr. Patrick said he hoped that this

afternoon’s meeting with the pastors

" would lead to a better understanding.

“It’s incumbent on our investigators

1o be sensitive,” he said, while also

remaining ‘‘vigorous.”
‘The Bureau of Alcohol, 'robacco

and Firearms has open cases on 30

- church fires throughout the South,

including a fire last week in Char-
lotte, N.C,, and another in Greens-
boro, Ala.

Investigators have not uncovered
a -national conspiracy behind the

. fires, but Mr. Patrick said that such

a conspiracy might still be found.
I think we'd be irresponsible, con-
sidering the pattern of these crimes,
the fact that so many of them have
been black churches and so many in
the South, not to consider whether
they are linked in some way," Mr.

- Patrick said.

The National Council of Churches
planned a nondenominational wor-
ship service at a church near Capitol
Hill after the meeting at the Justice
Department, which was closed to re-
porters. Pastors from burned-out
churches came to tell their stories

during the service, some bringing . A

charred remains from the fires.



Over US. Probe

of Church Fires

By ROBERT A. ROSENBLATT -
TIMES STAFF WRITER S
- WASHINGTON—Ministers of

ﬁredominaml_\' black churches that
ave been'damaged or destroyed in

a siring of arson attacks told Atty. -
Gen. Janet Reno on Sunday of their’
anger and frustration with the pace .
of the investigation and the attitude. .
of zome of the law enforcement

agenis working on the cases.
After the meeting with Reno and

other top Justice Department offi-’

cials. the Rev. Mac Charles Jones of

the Nadonal Council of Churches .

complained that investigators have

. interrogatzd pastors and church
members o8 i they were responsi-
blefor't o
“The message from the pastors is

that the frustration level is very -
high—people are becoming less:

and less patient.” said the Rev.

Joan Brown Campbell general -

‘secretary of the National Council of
Churches. a New York-based ecu-
menical group that organized the
ministers irip 10 Washington and a

g of events to draw
-tion to the 18-
series .of church

burnings.
Investigate

s have. used poly-
demanded church

graph tesus,

financial records and conducted .

widespread cuestioning of church
members. according to the council.

The adminisiration insists that

such-tactics ave essential.
“Qur responsibility is to solve

these crimes. and we are deter-

-mined to do that.” Deval L. Patrick,

zssistant atiorney general for civil

rights. said on CNN's “Late Edi-
tion.” “"That includes whatever

investigative tools are-at our dis-»

posal and then some

Clintor administration officials.

insisted that they are working hard
on investigating the more than 30
_unsolved burnings. “We are abso-
lutely. positively and to our soul

commitied to solving these’

crimes.” Patrick said at a news
conference outside the Justice

~ flos Angeles Times
finisters Angry Jimes

Department. - A

The latest fire occurred Thurs-
- day in Charlotte, N.C., when a 93-
. year-old building on the grounds of -
. the :Matthews-Murkland Presby-
* terian Churchburned.. - =~ -

Reno, who did not appear at the
news conference, said in a prepared
statement: “Acts of violence
against the spiritual centers of our
communities must bé stopped. We
will devote whatever resources are
necessary to'solve these crimes.”

Patrick acknowledged the com-:

‘,pléints of the ministers in diplo- .

matic language. The ministers “ex-

pressed to us a very deep concern-

about the vigor” of the investiga-

- tion: he said. . , _ o
None of the ministers whose
" churches have burned would talk

with reporters after the brief news
conference, which was conducted
in'a pouring rain. “We have been

instructed to make no statementsat '
- this time,” one said.

The ministers will meet today
with Treasury Secretary Robert E.
Rubin. The Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms, which has
scores of agents working on the

investigation, is part of the Trea- g

sury Department. .
Reno told the ministers that the

- administration has “formalized” its.
“church arson task force, which will’

be ‘led by top officials. from’ the

h Treasury and Justice departments
and will'include FBI Director Louis

J. Freeh and ATF Director John

- McGaw. L .
The inquiry is now the Justice.

Department's biggest civil rights
investigation and one of its largest

criminal inquiries. More than 200
federal agents from the FB] and the
ATF, as well as state 'and local
investigators, have been working
on the cases for months.

There were 16 church burnings
last vear and there have been 34

" this year at black churches in Ala-- .
bama. Georgia. Louisiana, Missis- .

sippi, New Jersey, New York.
North Carolina. South Carolina,
Tennessee and Virginia. Tennessee

- has had eight incidents, and South

. Carolina has had five.

Arrests have been made in 11
accidents. I

Many of the pastors and the
leaders of the National Council of
Churches, which has 33 denomina-
tions as members, suspect that the
burnings are the work of white .
supremacist groups. . o

“These are not isolated incidents
but rather domestic terrorism and

fires, and two were classified as -

intimi»dati»on‘ of whole

commuhities:;'; said Jones min‘ist‘e‘

of St. Stephen's Baptist Ch in
_ ure

Kansas City, Mo. P - pin

Many of the more than 30 minis-
ters who met with the attorney

" general Sunday have reéeived
death threats, said Carol F‘ouke,e a: "

spokeswoman for the council.

‘The National Council of
Churche.s plans to announce today
a campaign to provide $1 million to

. help rebuild the damaged churches.

 DATE: ézn - w
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- fChurch

fire robe
mtenmﬁed

* By Gary Fields
USA TODAY

Pressured. by the pastors ol'
. burned churches, the Clinton
-administration promised Sun-
day to intensify its probe into a
. string of arsons at 31 black

.churches since January 1995. -

Attorney General Janet
Reno met for 114 hours Sunday
with 38 ministers of black

churches damaged or de-

" stroyed by fire or vandalism,

“We will devote whatever

resources are necessary to.
solve these crimes,” Reno said - -

) after the meeting .

About 200 agents are nowas

signed to the invm@non.
"We get ‘we're working,

we're working,’ but they aren't

finding much,” said the Rev.

Daniel Donaldson of Salem °

Baptist Church in Tennesse.
Reno's commitment, and a
Saturday speech by President

Clinton, come on the heels of °

another arson fire in. North
Carolina on Thursday.

The ministers, brought to

Washingion by the National

Council of Churches, com-
plained that investigators were
focusing on church members
and were reluctant to consider
race as a motivating factor.
Today, the council will re-
- lease a report suggesting the

~ Majority of the fires are linked .

to white supremacist groups.

In his speech, Qlinton ac-

knowledged that racism is a
factor and said to “fight back“
the administration has: .

P Opened a toll-free hot line
for tips: 1-888-ATF-FIRE,

» Supported legislation to.
" make it easier to prwecute
. church arsons.

» Created a new FBI super-

visory job that will focus solely
on the church arsons. .
P Agreed to form a special

f DATE; @/IO/CI(a

A
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task force that will report back ‘

- to the president.

The pastors today visit Con-

‘gress and meet with Treasury
Secretary Robert Rubin, who

oversees the Bureau of Alco”
hol, Tobacco and Firearms.
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s Investngators
struggling for

R trust, answers

By Gary.Fields
- USA TODAY

- In Hale County, Ala, investigators

- rushed so quickly into the glowing em-
bers of a black church fire that their

- rubber=soled shoes melted. '

In neighboring Greene County, Ala.,

1,000 of the 3,000 residents have been.

.- Interviewed by federal agents. -
Some federal agents have even at—

tended services at the churches to show -

they care, to show they are there. -

" But as hard as federal agents try,

- they're still struggling to gain the confl-
dence of the black community.

© “Nobody expects the frustration In
the community to be allayed until ev-
eryone of these is solved,” says Deval
Patrick, chief of the Justice Depart-
- ment's Civil Rights Division and head of
a new-task force on the church nrs

" “That’s a frustration I share.”

But Patrick says he won't let frustra-
tion lead to weak prosecutions. -

“My job is not to make quick arrests
. inorder to serve the public relations in-
. terest of this investigation,” he says.
_“My job is to get to the bottomn of these

the kerosene used in the fire.. .
Tron Brekke, the FBI's Civil Rights

A _ - 'section chief, says even he’s rrustmted

" that more cases aren't solved,

Federal agents offered rewards in

- Greene County, one of the nation's poor-

est. “We basically got nothing,” he says.
Natlonwide, nearly $200,000 in re-

" wards has been offered by groups rang-

- ing from law enforcement to the Chris- -

tian Coalition. The ATF has opened a

hot line — 1-888-ATF-FIRE — that is .

- staffed 24 hours a day, seven days.a

week to receive tips.

For the ATF, the 100 agems parﬁdg B
.. pating make up nearly 6% of its force.
-. The ATF is spending $180,000 a week
- on the investigation, the fifth largest in
. its 23-year history. Ithasasents working -

12 to 14-hour days..

incidents and the question of ’whemer _

these Incidents are connected.

In what is believed to be the largest
federal investigation now under way,
200 agents are trying to solve the 32 ar-
sons at black churches since January
1995. Hundreds of state and local au-
thorities also are on the streets.

. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
- Firearms (ATF), in particular, bas
launched an all-out effort to solve the

fires and repair a reputation harmed by -

agents who attended a ‘racism-ainted
gathering, the Good O' Boys Roundup.

To do that, the ATF rushed 24 agents
to the June 3 fire in Greensboro, Ala.,
while the Justice Department and FBI
sent e:ght people there.

. Agents are extensively using lie de-
tector tests and sophisticated crime
_labs. They're also checking financial re-
cords and Insurance policies, a neces-

sary but touchy task; some pastors feel
unfairly targeted.

But even with these aggrmve tac-
tics, church arsons are difficult to solve
because the evidence -burms in the

crime and, since the churchesarerural, . -
there usually are no witnesses other -
* than the arsonists. 'mecassarec!r-‘

cumstantial.
Jim Cavanaugh, the agent in charge
of the investigations in Alabama and

‘Mississippi, says the investigations in
" Boligee, Ala. — where three churches -

burned — have been “really tough” be-
cause the churches were “burned to the
slab * leaving little evidence, -
Investigators say only 16% of church
arsons are solved. Proving the more se-
rious charge of clvil rights violations

"and conspiracy is even tougher, -

There have been arrests in five
church fires and convictions in two of
those cases. Convicted were three

- drunken white racists who burned

- Friendship Baptist Church and Canaan

“In Effingham, $.C, federal, state and

local investigators Interviewed nearly
" every gas station atiendant and conve-

/0

African Methodist Episcopal Church,

both in rural Tennessee.

“We are absolutely, positively and to
our soul committed to solving these
crimes,”: said ‘Patrick. “Those who are
out there who are perpetrating these
crimes and have not yet been caught,
rest assured: We will catch you.”

bans: »e/;olq l
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njence s!ore worker who may have sold




~ leader calls

for show

By Bob Twigg .
USA TODAY

.CHARLOTTE, N.C. — National

NAACP chairwoman Mytlie Evers-Wil- ~ .

liams led a symbolic. march Sunday to

the charred remains; of.a-black church -

fellowship hall, calling for a stand

against a rash of similar arsons at

- churches throughout the South,

The fire Thursday night at the for-
mer sanctuary of Matthews Murkiand
Presbyterian Church'was the 31st arson

.at. a black. Southern church in 18
months No:links have been found, but
investigations. are continuing: :

“The church burnings all have such

-negative connotations,” Evers-Williams
said. "The words hate, injustice and evil
-all say exactly what is happening.”

Noting that the NAACP will hold its
national convention in Charlotte in July,
she called for unity among people of al}
races, gender and religions. “If we don't
work together, there is a very good
chance we'll all be destroyed.”

A group of about 50 people joined the
late-afternoon march to the small

- burned building, where strips of black- .

ened wood. glistened:in the: bright sun. -

- Pastor Larry Hill told Evers-Williams

that area ministers plan to resurrect
. two-of the ehiarred boards to make “a
symbolic cross.” For now: however, the
boards are a symbol of problems in a

" city of 446,000 that had been bursting

with pride over its racial harmony and
recent growth, including two new pro-

- fessional sports ‘eams. -
“We did not want this church burn-

ing," Mayor Pat McCrory said. “We are - -

not proud of this church burning.”

" Rep. Sue Myrick, a Republican .

‘whose congressional .district includes.
the church, said, “Things like this don’t
-happen in Charlotte. ~ o

Frances Funderburk, who llves

across- the street from- the seven-acre - , -

" ¢hurch campus, said she doesn't under-

stand why anyone would want to burn

the 92-yearold clapboard structure.

“P've never seen a problem solved by
hate,” sald Funderburk, whose great-

dparents aiso went {o Matthews
Murkland. “1 feel sorry for the ones that
did it. I'll say a prayer for them.”

. Melanié Skinner, a white woman -
" who lives nearby, placed a flower on "
' the steps of the burned building before

attending Sunday morning church ser-
vice with her mother and sister. “Peo-

- ple who do this have not only not-
- achieved their objective, but they bring

people closer tpgether,‘f Skinngr said._

Hill, who has been at the church for
19 months, carried the same message In
his sermon to Skinner and others.

Citing Bible passages and the work of ’
. civil rights activists like the Rev, Martin .-
Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks, he .

urged them to focus on good, not evil.
Nearly all of the church’s 300 seats

were flled. About one-third of the
crowd was white, including deacons

from across the city.

“Show the arsonist we are not defeat-

ed, we have not retreated and we will
not be seated,” Hill said. “We're going to

.get up. We're going to stand together.”

Later, he explained that he was de-

termined to reach for a positive chord. -

“In the back of your mind you have the

-notion it looks iike a racial crime,” he

said. “I have to allow my greater good

‘to come out” .

| ,DATI.3:0>' ((IIOIQb
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| ARSONISTS' TRAIL -

Thirty-one black churches in the South

have been set ablaze by arsonists since
Jan, 13, 1995, according to USA TODAY
research. Investigators say they have not
found evidence of & national conspiracy,
atthough some fires appear to be related.
Arrests have been made in five fires. Con-
victions have been secured in two cases.
.The churches: i
Alabama

Mt. Zion Baptist, Boliges ‘

Little ML Zion Baptist, Boligee

-| Mt Zoar Baptist, Boliges *

New Liberty Baptist, Tyler
Rising Star Baptist, Greensboro
Qeorgla : .
Gay's Hill Baptist, Milien
Louisiana - ;
Cypress Grove Baptist, Zach

| Sweet Home Baptist, Zachary" .

Thomas Chape! Benevolent Sot., Zachary
St. Charles Baptist, Paincourtvilie

St. Paul's Free Baptist, Baker
Mississippi .

"| St. Paul AME, Hatley

New Mt Zion Baptist, Ruleville
EJ Bethal, Satartia

| North Caroiina

Mt. Tabor Baptist, Cerro Gordo.
Matthews-Murkiand, Charlotte

Mt. Moriah Baptist, Hillsborough
South Carolina o

ML Zion AME, Williamsburg County
Macedonia Baptist, Manning

St. John Baptist, Lexington County
Rosemary Baptist, Bamwaell

"| Effingham Baptist, Effingham
| Tennessee
-1 Johnson Grove Baptist, Bells

Macedonia Missionary Baptist, Denmark
Friendship Baptist, Columbia

-| Canaan African Methodist Episcopal, Co-

lumbia . ) .
Mt. Calvery Baptist, Hardeman County
Salam Baptist, Gibson County

Inner City, Knoxville

Mt. Pleasant Baptist, Tigrett.

| Virginia

-| Glorious Church of God, Richmond
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Chnton VOWS to ﬁ t arson 1n

Southern black churches

Backs bill to ease -
US. Jurlsdlcuon

By Warren P Strobel

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

" President Clinton promised yes-

terday that the federal govern-

ment wili fight back aggressively -

against a rash of suspicious fires

at ‘black churches throughout the "

South which he said “harkens back
to a dark era in our natlons his-
. toryn
‘In his weekly radio address, Mr.
~ Clinton announced his support for
legislation that would make it eas-

ier to bring federal prosecutions .-
.-against those who attack houses of

‘worship.
He said the federal Bureau of

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

will distribute information to
churches about how they can pro-
tect themselves from arson, and
the ATF has established a toll-free
hot line to collect tips for inves-
tigating the crimes. The telephone
" number is 1-888-ATF-FIRE.
Finally, the president said he
hasordered a task force composed
of Justice, Treasury, ATF and FBI
-officials to report back on new
ways of combating the wave of
attacks on black churches. .

At least 30 houses of worship in' :
the South have been destroyed or -

‘damaged by fire in the last 18

months. Tennessee has seen the -

largest number of such fires.
The latest attack took place last
week, - when the historic wooden

sanctuary of the Matthews-Murk-

_ land Presbyterian Church in Char-
lotte, N.C., burned to the ground:
On Monday, a black Baptist church

" inAlabamawasdestroyed by fire.

.. In the North Carolina case, ATF
- investigators said that, while the
“fire in the unused structure was
. deliberately set, they have no evi-

.dence linking it to the other fires.

“We do not now have ev;dence of S
" & national conspiracy,” the presi- -

dent said yesterday, “but it is clear
. that racial hostility is the driving
force behind a number of these

* incidents. This must stop.”

of those arr.ested so far in con-

nection with the fires, two indi-.

viduals are known mermibers of the
‘Ku Klux Klan, he noted.

Mr. Clinton compared the re- |
cent wave of ‘attacks on churches -
~to those that occurred in the 1950s

and 1960s in response to the civil
rights movement, . including the
1963 bombing of the 16th Street

. Baptist Church in Birmingham,
. Ala, which killed four children.

“Every family has a right toex-

: pect that when they -walk into a

church or synagogue or mosque

" each week they will find a house of

worship, not the charred remnants
of a hateful act done by cowards in

- the night,” he said.

“As president, I am determmed

. todo evervthing in my powertoget .
“to the bottom of these church -
burnings as quickly as possible,”

he said. “We will devote whatever

" . resources are necessary to solve
" these crimes.” Two hundred ATF

and FBI agents are helping local

~ authorities investigate, he said.
" The bill Mr. Clinton is backing,

called the Church Arson Preven-

tion Act of 1996, clarifies federal

jurisdiction over attacks on reli-
gious property. “I look forward to

* working with Congress to make it

even stronger,” he said of the mea-

" ".sure, sponsored by Reps. Henry

Hyde, Illinois Republican, and
John Conyers, chhlgan Demo-
crat.

But some local officials believe

Iz

they are best equipped to handle

- . the problem. “We think we have

the best local police department
and fire department to solve who
did this and how it was set,” Char-
lotte Mayor Pat McCrory told
CNN. - . .
Th:rty-elght ‘black ministers -

from the burned churches are in -

' Washmgton and will meet with At-
- torney General Janet Reno today
- and with Treasury Secretary Rob-

ert Rubin tomorrow.

Two of them, the Rev. Terrance
Mackey, pastor of the Mount Zion
AME Church in Greeleyville, 8.C,,

" and the Rev. Alvin Anderson, pas-

tor of the Friendship Missionarv

‘Baptist Church in Columbia,

Tenn., were in the Oval Ofﬁce as

" Mr Clinton spoke.

; “We are happy the presxdem is

" standing behind us .on this one)”

Mr. Mackey told reporters.

‘® This story is based in part on

* wire service reports.




rClmtons o
fiery memory
disputed-in -
Arkansas

By Joyce Price .
and Warren P, Strobel

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Clinton, who en-
dorsed an aide's assertion that
Republicans deserve an apol-
ogy for the FBI files fiasco,’
has annoyed-home-state Dem-
ocrats who say he has falsely

‘accused Arkansans of torch-
ing black churches.
" After several: Arkansans,
including the state hlstonan
and leaders of several black
organizations, disputed Mr.
Clinton’s “vmd and painful *
memories” of church burn-
" ings in Arkansas, the presx»
dent backed down.- :
_ Mr Clinton said through a
spokeswoman yesterday that
- he could not recall any fires at
black churches in Arkansas
but- did remember fires at
- *black community buildings™

in the state. He did ‘not identify
them. . ‘

" -Mr. Clinton responded to ques-
tions from The Washington Times
prompted by a report in the Ar-
kansas Democrat-Gazette in Little,
Rock yesterday that there was no
record of any Arkansas black

churches being burned during the -

fight for civil rights in the South.

_Jim Johnson, a retired state Su- . -

~ preme Court justice and longtime

nemesis of the governor, sent a
letter to Mr. Clinton last night

demanding: “Name: one black
church which has been burned in
the state of Arkansas or else
apologize for the shame which you

connnue to bring to your native -

state”
During his Saturday radio ad-
" dress to the nation, Mr. Clinton
said: “In our country during the
. 'S0s and "60s, black churches were
"burned to intimidate civil rights

workers. 1 have vivid and painful. '
memories of black churches being.

burnedin my own state when 1 was
achild”

Late yesterday, the president,
flying from Las Vegas to a fund-

u)c wasljmgtuu umcs D;’j;“‘, Al

é D—f@.

AP

Att ney General Janet Reno meets with pastors and ofﬁcua s of
bu ed—out b!ack churches yesterday at the. Justice Department

raiser- in San Francxsco, offered .

amended recollections.
“The president’s recollection is

" that there were burnings of some

"black community buildings in the
'50s when he was a child” said

Mary Ellen Glynn, deputy White.

House press secretary. She said
the president thought the fires

may have occurred in Hot Springs .

or Hoxie.

Wherever the flres ‘were, Mr.’
Clinton “recalled it as very vivid

and painful,” Miss Glynn said.

.Meanwhile, a group of black
ministers whose churches in other
states have been torched told
Attorney General Janet Réno yes-
terday that they have been intimi-
dated by law enforcemem offi-
cials.

concerned. that these investiga-
tions have turned into interroga-
tions rather than investigations)”

said the Rev. Mac Charles Jones, a
National Council of Churches offi-
‘cial and spokesman for the church
leaders. -

After a 90-minute pnvate meet-
ing with Miss Reno, the pastors
won a promise from Duval Pat-
rick, assistant attorney general for
civil rights, to look into the inves-

_ tigating methods.

Mr. Clinton had added his per-
sonal reflections about church
‘burnings in Arkansas to the pre-
pared text of his speech outlining
new efforts to mvesngate the
causes of at least 30 suspicious
fires at black churches in the

12

“The pastors were: absolutely”

South. The president announced
legislation to increase federal pen-
alties for church arson. His ad-

" libbed remarks stung his home-
* state constituents,

“I've never known of a black
church being burned in Arkansas,”
John Ferguson, director of the Ar-
kansas History Commission, told
the Democrat-Gazette, .

--Former Arkansas state Sen.

" Jerry Jewell, who served as a

member or branch president of
the state NAACP from 1959 until
1973, said he could notvrecollect

* any church burnings.

Reached yesterday, Mr. Jewell

. said he recalled an incident “when

a person shot into the home of Rev.
W.T. Keys [a black minister] in El
Dorado. That must have been in

, the '60s.”

Curtis Sykes, chalrman of Ar-
kansas’ Black History Advisory
Committee - a post he was ap-
pointed to by Bill Clinton when he
was the governor - said he could
find no record of fires at black
churchesin Arkansas.

Mr. Svkes said he recalled that
a black man was convicted of set-
ting several suspicious fires in the

" late '50s in Little Rock. It was de-

termined the arsonist set the
blazes to fraudulently collect in-
surance payments.

“He set fire to some bulldmgs »
he said. “I don't know that any of

_them were churches.”

Annie Abrams, who served as
office manager of the Arkansas
Teachers Association from 1956 to

1969, told the Democrat-Gazette

Gost



. she could not remember’ any -
church bummgs in Arkansas ei- .

ther.

» Reporter Frank Wolfe of the Ar-
kansas Democrat-Gazette said

~ _some people he spoke with since

Mr. Clinton’s radio address spec-
-ulated the president might have

been referring to bombings in Lit-_

tle Rock on Labor Day 1959. The
bombings stemmed from resent-
ments that lingered after the de-

segregation of -Little Rock’s Cen-

tral ngh School in 1957, enforced

by federal. troops. But those tar- .
-gets included prominent lawyers,

the fire chief who had ordered fire
hoses turned on white parents, and
other public officials. All the tar-
gets were white, and no churches.

“Or he might have been thinking

of the Birmingham church bomb- .

ing [in Alabama] in which four
girls were killed,” Mr. Sykes said.

. “Being young, sometimes your
memory plays tricks on you.” He

said he didn't think the president

dehberately sald somethmg un-

true.

Dale Charles, president of the
Arkansas state chapter of the
NAACP and the Rev. 0.C. Jones,
former president of the Regular
Arkansas Baptist Convention—an

_organization made up of 530 black
churches — said his organization

was not aware of any black church -
fires in Arkansas.
“I've been very strong in the

" NAACP for 15 years and 1 don't

recall any,” Mr. Charles said in a
telephone interview.
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‘FIIE at 30th black church was
intentionally set, officials say

No evxdence hnks N. Carohna blaze {0 arson consplracy

From oombmed dnspatches :

- CHARLOTTE,N.C. — Arson de-

stroyed a. 93-year-old wooden sanc-

tuaryinthe 30th:fire at a Southern

black church inthe last 18 months.
‘Federal investigators on the

scene stopped short of saying
whether the fire Thursday night

was related to others. -

“It has been determined that the ’ o

fire at Matthews-Murkland Pres-

bytenan Church was intentionally

. set” police spokesman Keuh
Bridges told reporters.

. The building, which dates back

to 1903, was used only;to store old

pews and other. items on the

grounds of the church, The mostly.

black, 175-member congregation

worships. in_a new bmldmg 100

" yards away.

The church was planning to ren-

ovate the building and-use it as a
wedding chapel or for other com-
munity activities. It esnmated the
loss at $150,000.

“We won't say it's connected to

the series of fires, but we're just
gettmg ‘information from the

scene,” said Mark Logan, agent in

charge for the federal .Bureau of .

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.

Meanwhile,. President Clinton .

told. reporters. “All 1 can tell you
right now.is, we.are working very
bardto. get:to-the bottorm:of this”

Stung by complaints from some -

civil rights figures that the fires

are not being actively investi- .
gated, administration officials for . .
aweek or more have been seeking - ¢

a forum to describe their efforts.

Mr. Clinton is expected 10 en-

courage the public to- provide

Jeads to the arson investigators

during his regular weekly radio
" speech today.

The administration also plans to

" add nearly a dozen additional fed-

-eral agents to assist the 200 agents™

from the FBI and the ATF already
assigned to the arson cases.

Five personshave been arrested

in the other fires. Two men’ with
ties to the I\u Klux Klan have been

charged with setting' one ,of _the:

" .South Carolina fires after a Klan
_rally, but authorities have said they

have found no evidence of a na-
tional racist conspiracy.

The church is nestled into seven
acres in one of the city's most af-

. fluent and predominantly white
‘neighborhoods.

Noting that the bmldmg did-not -

have elecmcxry or gas, the Rev o

‘Larry Hxll the church s pastor'
asked, “What's left?”
He said a member of his congre-

" pation saw a car leave from behind -

the sanctuary just before the fire
- was discovered. The area behind
. the destroyed. building is empty

" except for a graveyard and is

sometimes used as a lover'slaneor

‘ by people dumping trash.
" Because all the furniture inside -

was made of wood, the blaze
" spread quickly throughout the
building, which housed the church
until a new one was built in 1975.

* Mr Hill said his church had re- .

ceived no threats. “It's painful to
see things like this still happening

in 1996," he said. “Right now, we're
praying for genuine healing within

- the nation and the world”

According to a tally of cases the
ATF considers *“open,” six black
churches have burned in Tennes-
see, f;'ve each in Louisiana, South
Carolina and Alabama, four in
North Carolina, three in Missis-

sippi, and one each in Virginiaand .

Georgia. .
. Top civil rights enforcement of-
ficials told a House Judiciary
Committee hearing last month
that the series of fires was mo-
tivated by hate and prejudice, but
said there was no evidence of a
regional or national couspiracy.
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Admlnlstratlon to Step Up Church Flre Investlgatlon
- Eds: Subs 13th graf pvs, - The government..., to CORRECT phone
number to 888, sted. 800 E . ‘ :
By MICHAEL J. SNIFFEN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - Declarlng that racial hostlllty is the dr1v1ng
force behind 30 suspicious fires at black churches across the -
‘South," President Clinton today announced a series of actlons
1ntended to "end this rash of violence." ‘ ' ,

With pastors of some of the burned out. churches standlng near
- him in the Oval Office, Clinton devoted his weekly radio address to
the church fires and appealed for 1nformat10n to solve what he sald
are clearly crimes. .

. The president said that .there is not now ev1dence of a natlonal

conspiracy behind the fires.
: - "But it is clear that racial hostlllty is the drlv1ng force
behind a number of these incidents," he said. "This must stop."
' - "It is hard to think of a more depraved act of violence than
the destruction of a-place of worship,’ Clinton said. “Every ,
family has a right to expect that when they walk to church or
synagogue or mosque. each week they will find a house of" worshlp,
not - the charred remnants of a. hateful ‘act done.by cowards in the
night." : '

"We must rise’ up as a natlonal communlty to safeguard the right
of every citizen to worship in safety, That is what America stands
for," Clinton said.

The president said that more than 200 agents of the FBI and theA

’ ‘Treasury Department’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms are

already ‘at work, combing the rulns of churches for clues and '
looklng for suspects. '
He said there have been a number of arrests,plncludlng two
people whom he said ‘are known members of the Ku Klux- Klan.
Clinton announced these four further, steps. :
"= The national task force examining the wave of church burnlngs

" .will soon report back with recommendations for other actlons the

federal government can take to.stop the church fires.
- The ATF will contact black churches across the nation’ to
inform them of steps they can take to protect against .arson.

- =~ The pre51dent will support bipartisan legislation in Congress
to make it easier to bring federal prosecutlons agalnst those who
target and attack houses of worship. .

- The government is establishing a new toll-free number that
will be available 24-hours a day, seven days a week, for those
having 1nformatlon about who is responsible for the church flres.

* The number is 1-888-ATF-FIRE.

. "We must come together, black and whlte allke, to smother the
fires of hatred that .fuel this violence," Clinton said.

Attorney .General’ Janet Reno and Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin
also will meet with the ministers and civil. rights leaders, hoping

' to reassure them and the nation that every effort is being made.

Clinton’s presumptive opponent in the presidential race, Sen.
Bob Dole, also condemned the fires. In a statement released late
Friday, Dole said: "I urge the Justice Department and all state

o td




-and local law enforcement‘authorltles to use. every avallable
‘resource to find and punlsh the cowards responsible for these
vicious acts of hate. I also call upon: all citizens who may have
information concerning the cause of these fires to report thlS
1nformat10n immediately to thelr local police." :

Stung by complalnts from some civil’ rlghts flgures that the
firés are not being actively investigated, administration officials
- for a week or more have been seeklng a forum to descrlbe thelr
~efforts. : '

) . "One problem of perceptlon is that’ each mlnzster is seelng ‘only
- a very small part of the effort, which is going on in a lot of
different places," said one Justlce Department official, speaklng

on condition of anonymity. '

This week federal agents entered the investigation of a ‘
susp1c1ous fire that .destroyed a ‘former sanctuary on the grounds of -
the Matthews-Murkland Presbyterlan Church ~a black church in
" Charlotte, N.C.

It was at least the 30th f1re at a black Southern church since .
early 1995 and the second ‘this week. Authorities said that -was
' reason enough to describe Thursday’s fire as suspicious.

. . Some of those fires have resulted in. arrests. ATF. Dlrector Johng
Magaw told the House Jud1c1ary Committee last month that a
conspiracy was uncovered in two fires in South Carolina, but the
agency has "not yet.- and I emphasize ‘not yet' - found any
evidence of an- interstate or national conspiracy."

. An ATF official, requestlng anonymity, said evidence points to -
racial ‘motives by Ku Klux Klan members or others in-some *
localities. But other fires may turn out to be the product of
accidents, youth vandalism, vagrants setting fires to keep warm. 1n
unlocked and unattended churches and maybe one 1nstance of
insurance fraud, ‘the official said.

The ATF has open cases -on six black churches that burned in
.Tennessee, five each in Loulslana, South Carolina and Alabama, four
in North Carolina, three in Mississippi and one each in Virginia
~and Georgla. The tally includes Thursday’s fire in Charlotte and
one Monday in Greensboro, Ala.

/7
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Black Church Building Burns, Latest In Ser1es of Church Flres 1n
South :
Eds: SUBS 8th graf,r‘It was. s’, and 16th graf ‘Accordlng‘to... '
~ . to update total to 30 f1res,yref1ect1ng a 1995 North Carolina fire
that. had been omitted. - . S o T
AP Photo NY108
By PAUL NOWELL :
Associated Press erter , : L e _

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) - A .suspicious fire,destroyed an unused
building on the grounds of a black church, and federal agents
‘joined the investigation today because of the rash of fires at
other Southern black houses of worship.

- The blaze at the Matthews-Murkland Presbyterlan Church was

" reported late Thursday by residents who saw flames shoot1ng through

the roof of the congregatlon s former sanctuary _No. injuries were
reported.
' Investlgators knew little about the cause of the bla:ze.

"The only thing we know now is that we don’t know," sald the
Rev. Larry Hill, the church’s -pastor. . :

The old church built in 1903, hadn’t. been used for years It
sits 100 yards from the undamaged new church used ‘by the
congregation of 175 members. .

The fire appeared to have started in the rear of the old
building, said fire department spokesman Keith Bridges. He .said
there was no electricity or gas service in the building. o ,

"Nothing has been found to suggest the cause of the fire,"
Bridges said. "The fact that there have been other fires at black
' churches is making us look much harder at- this right now." . A

It was at least the 30th fire at a black Southern church since
‘early 1995 and the second this week. Authorities said that was
reason enough to describe Thursday’s fire as suspicious.

Some of those fires have resulted in. arrests, but authorities
have said they have found no evidence of a natlonal racist
conspiracy.

"All I can tell you r1ght now is we are work1ng very hard to
get to the bottom of this," President Clinton told reporters when
asked about the fires today. He said he would dlscuss it more 1n
his weekly radio address Saturday :

John Morley, special agent in charge of the Charlotte FBI
office, said his agency would begin a civil rights probe if fire
investigators suspect racism was a factor in the fire.

' Morley said the FBI was investigating reports that up to a
_half-dozen churches. 1n the Charlotte area had been vandallzed in
recent weeks.

And Police Chief Dennis Now1ck1 sald officers had received
complaints about loitering at the building.

Agents from the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
also were at the scene.

"We won’t say it'’s connected to the series of fires, but we’ re
just getting information from the scene," said ATF agent Mark
'Logan. He would not say if anyone saw anything suspicious. : ' w
: According to a tally of cases the ATF considers "open " six
" black churches have burned in’ Tennessee, five each in Louisiana,
South Carolina and Alabama, four in North Carolina, three in.

T
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o M1551551pp1,:and one each ‘in Vlrglnla and Georgla. The tally -
. includes: Thursday s fire.w
' “Hill said the church had recelved "nothlng remotely close to
anythlng that ‘could be’ consxdered a, threat " However, he said a

“wlre barrler church memberS’had erected to keep- trafflc from | .
- entering. the grounds had been knocked down Thursday before the fire .
started. .
- - The . congregatlon was plannlng to renovate the old church and use
it as a weddlng chapel or other act1v1t1es, he sald on ABC TV's o
’ "Good Mornlng America." . ‘ S
‘ Meanwhlle, in Greensboro Ala ' where a’ rural black church was
'destroyed by fire early Monday, ‘authorities: were still trying to .
confirm whether 1t was caused by an arsonlst It was‘described%as
susp1c1ous. .
_ The ‘extent of the destructlon has hampered ‘the effort to flnd ,
. the fire'’s cause, and’ ‘authorities have said it could be days before
it is’ determlned The FBI and ATF are’ helplng 1n the 1nvest1gatlon.,
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- CheNewdorkTimes  BE
US, Sues New York Police Departmentin

. Mr. Seelig said his client plénned ‘

By MATTHEW PURDY

The Federal Government filed suit :-
- against the New York City Police Depart- -
.ment yesterday, charging that a female .

police officer assigned to a Quéens-precinét
was subjected to “‘constant and pervasive’
stxual harassment by male officers who

- watched pornographic movies in the pre-

cinct lounge and posted sexually explicit

pictures in'the station house marked with -

her name, ‘

The sexua! harassment lawsuit, which is

- believed to be the first of its kind filed by the
Federal Government against the Police De-

partment, also contends that department

officials failed to stop the activities even
when the officer complained repeatedly.

- The lawsuit was filed on behalf of Sheryll .

. L. Goff, who worked at the 110th Precinct in ..
Elmhurst, Queens, from 1989 10 1992, As a -
result of complaints from Officer Goff and
other women assigned there, the depart-

ment investigated the precinct in 1992, and
_ the precinct commander was transferred in
‘part because of the harassment allegations.

Last September, two other women who had .
been assigned to the 110th Precinct filed a .
' Federal lawsuit claiming a campaign of -

sexual harassment. . .

At the station house, according to the
- lawsuit filed yesterday, the television was

frequeﬁtly wned: to the Playboy channel,: 3

-olficers watched pornographic movies' in

“ihe precinct ‘lounge and sexually explicit -

pictures were on display at various places in

the precinct, ““including the sitting room and "~
on ‘the bulletin- beard in the anti-crime = - ..

room."” C .

- Pornographic pictures with Officer Goff’s
name or initials were left around the pre-
cinct’ at various places including on her
_chair and in her ‘locker and car, the com-
plaint said. S o

Philip Seelig, the lawyer for Ms. Goff, said

.the atmosphere she had to operate under

was particularly brutal. He said that during
" roli call one day, “one of the bosses said to

" her large breasts. This was in front of other:

. - ‘The lawsuit--also al'léges that oﬁiéf.offi-'

"her'that 'mé&be’she should wear a special

bulletproof vest fashioned to accommodate,

officers.” =~ - .

H

cers used their radios to block her attempts;

" 'to-radio from the field into the precinct and, .
that Officer Goff was harassed by -anony-: ~
.mous obscene telephone calls at home. i
. Officer Debra Kearns, a department:
spokeswoman, declined comment on the

lawsuit, saying, *There isn't going to be a

. response from the Police Departmentonan’!
"~ ongoing case.” The suit, filed in Manhattan,

by the United.States Attorney for the

~Southern District of New York, asks

* for changes in department policy to
make ‘similar behavior less likely |

-and:to-insure that reports of sexual - -

_ harassment are dealt with by depart- '
ment officials, -~~~ -
.- The Justice Department investi- '
gated Officer Goff's claims after her

~ complaint was sent to prosecutors by
the Federal Equal Opportunity Em- -
ployment Commission. The commis-

- sion found *“reasonable cause to be-
" lieve” that her complaints were true,
: the lawsuit said. .
“Qur goal in bringing the lawsuit
s to insure that all women within the
New York City Police Department -
are free to do their jobs without fear
of sexual harassment from other -
members of the department,”” Mary
~ Jo White, the United States Attorney
for the -Southern- District of New,
. York, said in a statement.”. -
In Ms. Goff's case, the 'lawsuit al-
leges, she was harassed for three

L years before officials did anything -

. about it. L T
In July 1983, Officer "Goff was
transferred to -another Queens pre-
cinct at her-request. . .

to file her own suit against the city,
He said ‘that the department had
made some adjustments to improve
the response to-harassment com.
“half-hearted.*"
- . Mr. Seelig, who used to be i
: lig, presi-
dgm_ of thg Correction Officers Asso-
ciation, said similar types of harass.
ment are prevalent in male-dominat:
ed agencies. - S
“The agencies ‘are alwa
ys reluc-
lant.to acknowledge it because. it is
acknow!edging asituation that could

~ - plaints but that the efforts had been

’ ‘N lead to litigation,” Mr. Seelig said.

He said his client, who left the

*" department on a disabilj i

. : 3 ity claim for

. an unrelated ankle injuy, is now
living in ‘Pennsylvania and was not

available for comment,

' Mr. Seelig said there were
ued complaints about sexuaj h?;?;; R
~ ment in the department, which he .
* said was partly a result of the rela-
tively small number of women on the
force. There are 26,159 male officers
:)ng ;lseggctives inthe department and
29,198 women, accordi -
ment statistics, nete depan' :
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EXECUT!VE OFF!CE OF THE PRES!DENT
OEFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

TC} . 20503
WASHINGTOR, B.8, ' Jihe 19, 1956

(Senate)

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY

(THIS bTATE.MENT HAS BEEN COORDINATFD BY OMB Wi'I'H THE CONCER\ED AGENCIES )

(Hyde (R) IHmors‘and 94 cmponsors}

B The Adnnmstratzon 's’ ongly su‘p": ‘rts the Fa:rcloth Kennedy sub:,utute for H R :525

attacks upon ‘that fréedom, mcludmo those based On.race or ethmcny do not go unpumshed

This bill is a bxpmxsan effort to rémove unduly rebtnctwe statutory requfrementa in18 US.C.

§247 that currently mhxbn the prosecutzon of any person ‘who destroys or defaccs rehg10us '
' prépetty. The Admxmstranon unequwocally supports that effort ’

the use of loan guaramees 6 help rebuﬂd msututtons that have béen dam:igad or. destroyed by
arson or other aczs of termnsm -

CEE R G ERE



- FROM:

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Washington, D.C. 20472

July 26, 1996

- MEMORANDUM FOR: Kathryn O’L. Higgins
Secretary to the Cabinet

SUBJECT: National Arson Prevention Initiative Status Report

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) continues to coordinate the activities of the

 President’s National Arson Prevention Initiative. Under this initiative, FEMA has been working, in

partnership with the US Departments of Justice, Treasury and Housing and Urban Development, to
coordinate available public and private resources and materials for arson prevention.

The following is a summary of major prevention initiatives of the Federal agencies, fire service
organizations and police organizations:

'Dt,iring the past two weeks, FEMA has sent 35,000 letters to all the Nation’s Fire Chiefs,
“informing them of the President’s--Partnership on,Eire and. Arson Control and the National

Arson Prevention Initiative, to encourage their participation and to announce the resources
available through FEMA’s Arson Information Clearinghouse in Emmitsburg, Maryland. A
similar letter wxll be sent to over 8,000 Police Chiefs within the next two weeks.

As of July 24, the International Association of Arson Investlgators (IAAI) had delivered 18
Arson Prevention workshops and 1s receiving additional requests daily. The IAAI will deliver a
presentation at the meeting of the International Association of Black Professional Fire Fighters
in Chicago next week. '

Beginning July 25, 100 AmernCorps/VISTA volunteers will be trained *by IAAI to conduct
arson prevention outreach activities in 67 rural counties in Alabama, \«Georgla Lounslana

Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. \

.The National Association of State Flre Marshals (NASFM) is conductmg a comprehenswe{’

analysis of church fires through their association; NASFM is polling thetrv’membershlp to
capture data from all States.

g

To date, FEMA has recewed apprommately 200, 000 requests for arson preventxon materials.
We met several hundred of these requests.with emstmg S{ock of: publ lcatlons and have recently
prifited additional materials to fill the remaining orders. ‘
- PHOTOCOPY TR
PRESERVATION S
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Projected Activities:

L ]

Director Witt has offered to make grants of up to $10,000 available to the major fire service
organizations to assist with costs associated with activities which support the National Arson
Prevention Initiative.

On July 11, Vice President Gore and Director Witt met with leaders of the insurance industry to
discuss the difficulties experienced by many churches in obtaining or retaining insurance.

Director Witt met with leaders of major law enforcement organizations on July 9 and with

- leaders of fire service organizations on July 22. These organizations are supporting the

National Arson Prevention Initiative by encouraging their membership to: provide free church
risk-assessment inspections, conduct arson prevention training sessions, support community
watch organizations, and help to provide information about the initiative to local communities.

As an example of the large audience reached by these organizations, the National Fire
Protection Association’s Fire News magazine, which carried an article about the National Arson
Prevention Initiative, reaches about 68,000 members. -The Fraternal Order of Police will reach
their 278,000 members with a similar article in their next newsletter. All National Police and
Fire organizations are running similar articles in their publications.

FEMA met with the President’s Crime Prevention Council on July 19, and with leaders of
major church organizations and voluntary organizations on July 23, to provide information
about the National Arson Prevention Initiative and invite the organizations’ participation in the
Initiative. '

AN [EERSI—,

FEMA plans to meet with or hold conference calls with leaders of:
*  Education institutions (as coordinated with the Department of Education)
* QOther cime prevention organizations, such as the National Crime Prevention Council;
*  Youth organizations, such as the Boys and Girls clubs of America; and
*  Community organizations, such as the National Association of Neighborhoods.

The National Black Police Association (NBPA) is working with the Congress of National Black
Churches to develop crime and arson prevention programs that will be implemented through the
south in areas impacted by church fires.

The NBPA is also working with the National Association of Black Professional Fire Fighters to
develop national crime prevention education programs.” These will be implemented through the
pastors of black churches in the South.

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION



_THE.WHITE HOUSE
WASHI NGTON
© June 14, 1996

~ MEMORANDUM . ..

"To: ' DISTRIBUTION LIST
FROM: - “  DAWN CHIRWANB*“«;’:
RE:" ',T*'Materials on Church Fires

~Per our dlscu351on this mornlng, please flnd attached the
follow1ng materlals regardlng church fire cases:

- ' ‘A DoJ list of incidents of church burnlngs whlch have been
or are belng investigated; . S

ie-' DoJ talklng pornts on church flres, current as of June 6,
o 1996; ‘ L - S .

- a_DoJ fact sheet on thefGreeIeyville,~SclchurChmfires;

-- . DoJ's position letter on H.R. 3525, the "Church Arson
' ‘Prevention Act of 1996'" ‘ o S =

-~  An ATF fact sheet on church flres, current as of June 11,
1996. Sl o

In addltlon, talklng p01nts and other materlals on the most
recent. developments on church fires should be avallable at the -
meeting scheduled for this afternoon. A : x :

'Dlstrlbutlon'

TO: Mar01a Hale
" TO: John Angell

TO:- Tracey Thornton o
-TO: George Stephanopoulos,
TO: Don Baer . . .

- TO: Kitty ngglns

- TO: Flo McAfee

TO: Terry Edmonds

TO: Gene Sperling
TO: Dennis Burke '-"""""—"""> Sfev‘-c W

- TO: Jack Lew

. CC: Kathy Wallman

1 ' . . . .
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e “Zion u ea, Alabama)
Mo, Mord {(Efland, North Carolina)

- 8zlem Bapt

vacadonia (Fruitvale, Tennesses) o

cohngon Grove (Madison County, ‘renneoau)

M. calvuY (stardoman County, Tennssses)
st Church (Fruit and, Tennesses)

" CLCGSEDs ' e ’ :
Javasalom Ba ci.t (Obliges, Alabama) (accid. :
Prleadship Missionary ( ,en_z'uunz Fedsral péos:g::z;n:)u.’ y
]

'1' [

smaan AME N R « )
icte Zion igea, Alabama}

‘eunt Zcar (fPligee, Alabama)

New Liberty Baptist (Tyler, Alabama) (8TAT8 ARR.EST)

'P"::‘.nq Star (Greensbore, Alabama).

'Sevs Fill (Jenkins Councy Georgia)

cv's*'ass Grove (Louisiana
8t Paul’s Fres (Louisiana)

* . Swaet Home (Loulsiana)
‘maswag Chapel (Lovisiana)

8=. Charles Baptist (Paincourtville, Louisidxm)

' New Mt. 2ion (Rulcville, Miswlssippi)
2% Bathel (Sartartia, maeisaap i) {nocu.. mz-;s'n

g~. Paul’s (Smithvilla. mssi“

» fp .
Vslice Canter Baptist (Tinton Falls, New Jersey) |

‘Réver View Missionary (Kingston, Nuw York) .
¥t, Tabor Baptist (Cerrc Gordo, -North Carolina)

Regenary Baptist (Barnwall County, South Carolinﬂ
£Liizcham (Bffingham, South Carolipa)

L S dos . )
¥s. Zion AME (Greeleyville, South Carolina) {ARREST)

soew’e

Vocedonia (Clarendon, South Carolina) (ARREST)
.. Paul’p Baptist (Dixiana, South molim) (mssr)'

’ .«:*..,.r ‘City Church (Knoxville, Tennessea)
Mt. Pleasant (Tigreet, Tannessee)
gicrious Church of. Christ (Ric}nwnd Virgini.)

" crosEps |
' §t. Paul Primicive {Lauderdala, ns) (accid., cigzncea fira)
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FEDERAL INVESTIGATIONS OF FIREQ AT PREDGMIHANTLY

AFRICAN AMERIC&N CHURCHES SINCE JANULRY 1995
{As of June 6, 1996).

NUKB?RAOF"ALL CRURCH FTRES INVESTIGATED BY CRT SINCE 1596: 43

34 WERE PREDOMIN%NTLY AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCRES

Alabama,
Arizona

. Georgia
' Louisiana =
‘ Mlsslssippl

New Jersey '
New York ) :
North Carelina

South Carol;na ‘

Tennessee
Vvirginia .

‘Texas
: Washlngton

. CLbszn CASES

_Firee in 1995: ' ‘ ’ Co o
Je*usalem Baptist (Bollgee Alabama}(aCC1d furnace fire)«

Canaan AME
Flreq in 1996

Paul Pr;mztxve (Lauderdale, Hiaelsaippi)(accid.u
c1carette fmre) ' . , 4

23 1IN 1996

2 WERE DEEMED TO BE ACCIDENTAL
5 HAVE nzsnzwnn ™ ARRESTS (STILL couexnsann opau)

2 HAVE RESULTED IN FEDERAL ?ROSECUTIONS

. AN ADD!TION&L 2 FIRES GCCURRED AT MIXED ‘RACE QEURCHES

Full Gospel Pentecostal (Washingtcn)(raclally mlxed 1n AA
1_nelghborhood)(lsss)(still under  investigation)

}~1rst Southern Baptzst (Tucson, Arxzona)(lSBG)(still under
lnvestlgatlon ,

FIRES AT A?RICAN-AMEEICANVHIXED RAQE CHURCBES "IN 13 STATEB«

(.

‘ ;rxendeth Mzeslonary Bapc;at (Tennessee; federal pxosec )'
: { - . » )
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TALKING POINTS ON CHURCE FIRES AND ACTS OF DESECRATION

INVESTIGATION OF PIRES AND INCIDENTS OF DESECRATION AT

 HOUSRS OF WORSHIP ARE A TOP PRIORITY OF THE ADMINISTRATION.

'WE ARE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE RECENT RASH OF
- CHURCH FIRES, MANY OF WHICH HAVE TARGETED BLACK CHURCHES IN

THE SOUTH. THERE HAVE BEEN MORE FIRES IN THE FIRST 5 MONTHS

' OF THIS YEAR, THAN IN THE PREVIOUS S YEARS COMBINED.
' THE CHURCH IS OFTEN MORE THAN JUST THE LOCATION THE

COMMUNITY MEETS TO WORSHIP. ‘IT IS THE SPIRITUAL CENTER OF

THE COMMUNITY. TO DESTROY A CHURCH IS TO ‘CHIP AWAY AT THE
. VERY FOUNDATION OF THE COMMUNITY ,

WITH WELL OVER 200 FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL INVESTIGATORS |

" ACTIVELY ASSIGNED TO THESE INVESTIGATIONS, THIS IS THE . - .
ARGEST CURRENT CIVIL RIGHTS. INVESTIGATION AND ONE OF THE

LARGEST FEDERAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS OF ANY KIND. IN A
TUMBER OF INCIDENTS, TASK FORCES OF FEDERAL STATE AND LOCAL .

T'AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED.

T”IS ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTED TO SOLVING EACH OF THESE

. CRIMES AGAINST CHURCHES. WE HAVE FORMALIZED A PROCESS THAT

HAS ‘BEEN WORKING INFORMALLY FOR MONTHS, APPOINTING A TASK
FORCE TO COORDINATE THE MULTI-AGENCY INVESTIGATION BY THE

- JUSTICE AND.TREASURY DEPARTMENTS, AS WELL AS THE FBI AND

ATF. THE TASK FORCE WILL BE CHAIRED BY THE ASSISTANT

. ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, DEVAL PATRICK,. AND
ASSISTANT TREASURY SECRETARY JAMES JOHNSON. :

SIXCB 1890, 'WE HAVE ACTIVELY INVESTIGATED FIRES AND ‘
INCYDENTS OF DESECRATION AT 60 DIFFERENT HOUSES OF WORSHIP
LOCATED IN 15 STATES ACROSS THE COUNTRY. - IN MOST INSTANCES,

- THE INVESTIGATIONS HAVE BEEN HANDLED COOPERATIVELY BY ATF

FBL; STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

;!ov.THE €0 INCIDENTS, :o "HAVE " BEEN sovan

8 HAVE RESULTED IN SUCCESSFUL FEDERRL PROSBCUTIONS AND
HAVE BEEN CLOSED :

.5 INCIDENTS HAVE RESULTED IN SUCCBSSFUL PROSECUTIONS BY .
- LOCAL OFFICIALS AND THE CASES ARE CLOSED.

‘ *LOCAL CHARGES HAVE BEEN FILBD IN S OTHER INCIDBNTS.

TWO INVESTIGATIONS WERE CLOSED AFTER IT WAS DISCOVERED
THAT THE FIRES WERE ACCIDENTAL. T

WE HAVE. INVESTIGATBD FIRES AT 22 AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES
THIS YEAR ALONE A TOTAL OF 39 SINCE 1999.‘
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" incidents, task forces have been established of faderal
- state and local authoritxes
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FEDERAL ‘INVESTIGATIONS OF FIRES AND ACTS
OF DESECRATION AT HOUSES OF. WDRSHIP
(As of Jhna 3, 1996) '

‘Investigaticn of fires and incidents of desecration at

houses ¢of worship are a top przority of the Justice-

o Debartment

since 1990, we have actively 1nvestlgated fires and
incidents of desecration at 60 different houses of worship
located in 15 states across the country. In most instances,
the investigations have been handled cooparatiVGly by ATF,

. FRY, state and 1ocal authorities.

\-W‘th well over 200 federal, state and 1ocal investigators

actively assigned to these investigations, this is the
largest current civil rights investigation and one of the.
largest criminal investigations of any kind. In a number of

0‘ the 60 3incidents, 20 have been solved

,6" 8 have resulted in successful federal prOSQCUtlanS and
have been closad. , A
"o .5 inc1dents have resulted in successful prosecutlons by
- local OffiClals and the cases are closed.
o - Leecal charges have been flled in 5 other 1nc1dents

o . Two investmgatlons were closed after it was discovered

‘that the fires were accidental.

‘ ‘The majority of the unreaolved 1nc1dents OCCurred in 1995
Jand 1996. : : S : ,

A total of 33 xncldente have been reported thus far in 1996.

One has been closed and arrests have been made in three

othere. . The remainder are under active 1nvestlgation.

A'totnl,of 16 1nc1dents ware reportad in 1995. Of them, 6

 have been closed, three through local pxosecution, two.

through federal prosecution, and one was determined to be
accidental Ten remain open and under active 1nvestigat10n.

The ClVil Rights DlVlSlon prosecutes church arsons or R

‘desecrations of houses of worshxp primarily under 18 U.S.C.

241, 18 U.S.C. 247, 18 U.S.C. 248(a) (2‘),-, and 18 U.S.C. 844.
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Mt. Zion AM, E Church

" Grealeyville ' '
Williamsburg County, S,C.
Rev.;Mackey,

Macedonla Baptisc ChurCh/
Clarendon County, §.C.
“June 21, 1995

Rev. ‘Mouzon

, At about 4 a.m. on June 20, 1995, the Mt Zlon A.M.E.
Church ‘was set afire and burned to the ground. The following
‘day, also during the early morning hours, another predominantly
black chuxrch, the Macedonla Baptist Church was set aflre and

burned to the ground.

Both the churches were attended prlmarzly by Afrlcan~‘
American parishioners. Two members of the Ku Klux Klan, Chris
Cox -and -Timothy Welch, were arrested on arson and burglary °
charges by the Clarendon County Sheriff’s Office for the burning

- 0f Macedonia Church on-June 26, 1995. On June 29, 13995, '

"Williamsburg County officials ‘obtained arson warrants against Cox
and Welch for the Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church. .According to the = .
~affidavit in support of the arrest warrant regarding the Mt. Zion -
/A.M.E. church, Cox and Welch broke into the church by kicking the
front door open. The affidavit stated that once inside, Cox and
Welch piled church hymn books and staxted a fire of the books.
They also started a fire in the ceiling. They then left the
church, taking an amplifier valued at less than $1,000. They are
currently held in jail pendzng further proceedings

-4 .- ", The 1nvestigatlon into: federal charges is being canducted
jointly by the ATF, FBI and SLED (South Carolina State Law
Enforcement Divisicn), as well as the Sheriff‘’s Departments of
Williamsburg and Clarendon County.:. The case is handled jointly
by attorneys from the U.S. Attorney s Office and the Civil Rights
Division. The U.S. Attorney in South Carolina is Rene Josey.
. Because it is a pending investigation, no further comment can be.
- made. ' (The AUSA reported that she believes Dateline NBC recently
- has: 1nterv1ewed Cox.) A _ o

Both ministers have announced that the churches hava been
rebuilt. Macedonia Baptist Church in Clarendon County was
dedicated last Sunday, and Mt. 'Zion A.M.E. Church in Greeleyvmlle'

. will ba rededicated this comzng Sunday
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AT%e Hﬂﬂorable John COnyers, Jr
" Ranking Minority Member

- Committee on the Judiciary

U.S. ¥oura of Representatlvea
.‘Wasbi*e“on, D.C. 20515

Dear cOrg*eaaman Conyera.

) ~-is presents the views of the Departmant of Justice on
H.R. 3525, the "Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996." . The
propcsad amendments to 18 U.S.C. 247 are an important measure to
make that statute a practical and useful tool to prosgsecuta
vialerne directed at. houses of worship. The Department salutes
your -eauership and that of Chairman Byde on the bill, We
strencly support it, and in this letter outline a number of
sugcestions which we would urge tho CQmmittee to caneider in
‘orcder to atrengthan the b111 g ,

‘ Cevtion 247 ‘was enacted in 1588, and” ics penalties enhanced
in -9°4, to address the serious, problem of religiously motivated
violence.. Ae the Committea noted in 1988, the catalyst for this
‘ legzslztion was that "[rx]eligiously motivated violence ... .
. appeavs to be a growing problem.® H. Rep. No. 100-337, 100th
Cong , 18t Sesg. 2 (1987). Acts of violent cbstrxuction of the
free exercise of" ralxgion.continue to present a-significant
proh'ﬂﬂ nationwide.  AS you noted at the Committee hearxng on May
21, ttere has been a disturbing increase in the number of
suspicious fires at churches. We alsoc continue to be confronted
_with acts of violence, targeting plaoeo of worghip and
‘cemetariss, such as drive-by-shootings, desecrations and
‘vandalism.  In many instances, thase acts of violence appear to
ke mezivated not only by hatred of members of the houses of
worshic because of their exercise of their religzon, but aleo

becausa of . thezr race or ethnicity.

'sestion 247 could ‘be improved to becoma a more efféccive
weapcn £cor the Department of Justice to use against such violent
.bigotry. In fact, since ite enactment, tha statute has been uged

rnly once, successfully in-a case involving the murders of former'

menbers of a religious cult at the hands of other cult members -
. angexed at the victims' leaving the cnurch. "U.8, v. Baxlow, 41
~F.3¢ 935 (Sth cir. 1994) ‘ - N
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~ ‘In an etfort to addroao tho problom ot vzolenoo againat
houses of worship, the Department has used othexr etatutes to
provids fedaral juriasdiction, primarily 18 U.8.C. 241. ¥hile we
. have had success using Section 241 in some cases of attacks on
African-American churches, Section 241 requires proof of &
conspi*acy and therafore cannot be used to prosecute parsons:
acting alons. In additien, church burning cases filed undar
Section 241 require proof that the conspiracy was motivated by

‘ rac a‘ animus.

' ‘ In .994, Congreas enacted 18 U 8 c. 248, which pxohibitc
interferenca with the exarcise of ‘religion and the desecration of
' places of worship. Section 248, however, provides inadequate
punishment in the absence of injury. As a result, it is important
that Section 247 be impxroved -to becoms a valuable weapon in the
'aroenal againet violence aimed at houses of worship.

Section 247(a) prohlbits the defacing of :elzgioua property

as: well as the viclent interference with persons in the free

_exercise of their religioua beliefe. Daespite thias broad :
prnhihitive language, however, other aspacta of the atatute limit

its effectlvenesa.

- "rst, Section 247(b) imposas an interstato commerca .
reau:rewant that goea wall beyond constitutional necessity. ' A
deferndant must either travel in interstate commerce, or a
defendant must "use[] a facility or instrumentality of interatate
e cowme*ce' and he must do &0 "in interstate ... commerce."
Thus, for example, it is . not enough for a defendant to use a
telertone to help him commit the crime -- the call itself must go
_out ‘¢f state. If a defendant uses public transportation to
facilitate the crime, it 1is not enough for that bus or train to
- have traveled interstate; the defendant mugt have used it in
dintarstate commerce . See S. Repw”Nb,~100-324, 100th Cong., 2nd
Sess., 2% S. - o o - ‘ N

_ :‘?Lls highly restrictive 1ntcrst&te commeroe prerequisite
greatly limits the applicability of the statute. Indead, the
 experlience of the Department of Justice is that in the majority

- 0f thesge cases, the government is unable to establish that o
.defendants traveled in interscate commerce or used facilitias 1n
interstate ‘commerace. As & result, Section 247, as written, is
simr’y not applicable to the very kind of mxsconduct it was

"orzc." 1ly intended to address. -
: Sscond, Section 247(h) impoaaa a $10 000 damage minimum in

- casds hrought under the vandalism portion of the statute. - But
many £ these cages involve acts of defacement and 1nt1m1dation
that. simply do not result in significant monetary loss. For
examrla, a.gunshot f£ired into a church may only result in a
brckan window causing little physical damage to the building

'~ {(well under the $10,000 thrashold), but the emotional and ‘

- psycheclogical damage to church membars is incalculable. -
‘ b‘v"-r-*, ‘a spray painted message of hate on a house of worahip
-s an aasault on the vory core of a fundamental principal of
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freedom. Yat it does not result in aigniticanc monecarf damage
and thevefore is not actionable under Section 247, re chat
dnes nnt upread may wull cause less than $10,000 in damage.

S . . E.R. 3525 would go a long way toward addreaeing these
concerns, The redrafting of the commerce clause garagraph in
cubcection (b)(l) ‘to make clear that an offaense that "affects
interstate ,,. commerce” is covered by .the statute, would broaden
the reach of the statute. Under this amendment it would no
longer te necegsary to establish as a jurisdictional prerequisite
_that the defendant himeelf moved in interstate commerce or used a.
fac14.vv in interstate commerce. Instead it would be enough to
tow that his conduct had an impact on interstate commerce -- a
stanﬁavd more in line with existing criminal statutes outlawing,
for example, the ssesoion of certain weapons, e.q, 18 U.8.C.
9?7’ﬂ). 424, or the use of fire or explosive devices, g.g, 18
- U.S.C. 244(1). This amendment would allow the Department to
o*o~e°~‘aaainst defendants who target religioua structures.

: Howovaer, because we believe that tharo may be conscitutional
a:therizy for Congress to -adopt a more expanaive jurisdictional

A -

agproach, we would like to work with the Committee to explore
this 2?55‘bllity ' - - :

o The reduction of the '§10,000 in damagea rQQulrement is also
an important step in the right direction. We would also like to
explore whether it is appropriate to reduce further or ellminate
entirely the damages requirement. The demonstrable and : ,
unmiz=zkable threats conveyed by spray painted swastikas on
svnacccies or gunshots fired through church windows inflict
seriocus egsaults on religious freedom and deserve federal
Dr0”°7:f¢ﬁ undexr thig statute. The fortunate fact that the
destruction ise lese severe doas not mako the threat lese:

' dama*‘*g..

“**ally, the Commlttee may also want to conaider adding the
words "racial or ethnic® to subsection (a) (1) of Section 247
aftar =-» word "religious,® so the full provision would read
. "intenticnally defaces, damages, or destroys any religious real
" Frover<yv, because 6f the religious, racial or ethnic character of
" the prenerty.” . This would. £irmly reach any attack of a church
that s tied to the racial or ethnic characteriatloa of the ‘

'*eﬁbers of the church or houae of worship.

S e aopreciate the opportunity to express the ‘views ‘of the
Riminietration on this bill, and loock forward to working with the

- -

Cﬁnrft“ab towarda ita enactment.

Andrew Poio . '
hssiﬂtant Attorney General
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'BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS
ARSON AND EXPLOSIVES DIVISION
ARSON ENFORCEMENT BRANCH.
DATE: JUNE 11,1996
CHURCH FIRES FA CT SHEET

'NUMBER OF ACTIVE CHURCH FIRE lNVESTIGATloNs AT
PREDOMINANTLY AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES IN THE -

SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES, SINCE JANUARY 1995: vovieeennn. et 24
(SEE PAGE 3 - GREEN) .~ - o ©IN1995.............. 5
A. : Lo o INT1996...ie. 18

. - FIRES BY STATE ((NCLmeG THOSE SOLVED BY ARREST) o

- TENNESSEE 6 . " 'SOUTH CAROLINA 6 -
LOUISIANA =~ 5~ ALABAMA 5
MISSISSIPPI 3 ‘NORTH CAROLINA 3~
. GEORGIA . 1 ~ VIRGINIA R I
NUMBER GF PREDOMINANTLY AFR!CAN AMERICAN
- CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE SOUTHEAST
" UNITED'STATES, SINCE JANUARY 1995, THAT HAVE - o
BEEN SOLVED BY ARREST: .............. PO UPPURPPUURRRRU SR .

NUMBER OF PERSONS ARRESTED: ... ool .......... 8

(SEE PAGE 2 PINK)

UMBER OF PREDOMINANTLY AFRICAN AMERICAN. CHURCH
FIRES IN THE SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES THAT HAVE BEEN
CLEARED BY ATF CERTIFIED FIRE INVESTIGATORS AS e
ACCIDENTAL Fi RES, SINCE JANUARY 1996 ........... e e B
(SEE PAGE 2 - PINK) “ ‘

'NUMBER OF OPEN ATF CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS

~ NATIONWIDE SINCE JANUARY 1995 (ALL CHURCHES}: e e A9
~ o 5 0 IN1995.....,12

NUMBER OF ATF CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS - |
NATlONWlDE SINCE OCTOBER 1991 (ALL CHURCHES) ettt 145
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PINK) | ' R
CHURCH FIRES FACT SHEET - '

casEs.cl OSED BY ARREST |
SOUVTHEAST_UNITED STATES. ‘JANUARYJ\QQS TQ PRE$ENT '

DATE OF FIRE |'NAME OF CHURCH - " LOCATION .. ‘NAME OF ARRESTED-DATE

. 06-20-95 .  MT. ZION AME CHURCH : WILLIAMSBURG CO., SC. - GARY COX : JUNE 95 -
S . o 7 TIMWELCH - JUNE 95
06-22-95  MACEDONIA BAPTIST . MANNING,SC' - - SAME AS ABOVE
08-15-95 - ST.JOHNBAPTIST - LEXINGTONCO., SC  ROGER EMERSON - MAY 96
: : L | ... 17 YEAR OLD MALE :
17 YEAR OLD MALE-

02-28-96 __VNM'UBERTYBAP‘.HST TYLER, ALABAMA . CHRIS DSER-MAR(}H %

033096 A BETHAL CHURCH © . SATARTIA,MS - ENOCH ADAMS ~MARCH 96

06-06-96 .MATTHEWS PRESBYTER!AN CHARLOTTE NC © 13 YEAR OLD FEMALE .
- . L . JUNE 1996 - -
ACCIDENTAL FIRES
SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES - JANUARY 1995 TO PRESENT

DATE NAME OF CHURCH T LOCATION OF CHURCH o CAUSE

Cizrres *ﬁJEsuszxLSM ;BA#‘nfs.T;‘l* BOL!GEEAL;«BAMA SRR ELECTRICAL

| 02:03-96 ,GaAYLAN't)'B:AéTtST - “ARICHMOND VIRG!N!A -  EEcTRICAL
031296 *MT. ROSE BAPTIST . PURDUE HILL, ALABAMA I ELECTRICAL
031396 . ST.JAMES CHURCH GOD GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA - VAGRANTS

03-26-96 ‘," MISSIONARYBAPTIST - SELMA, ALABAMA - " THUNDER STORM
© . 03-25-96 "*VKRONE BAPTIST CHURCH RANKIN CQ., MS 't~ . THUNDER STORM

04-07.96 ST, pAULs'me‘r‘ive‘BAP.’"',LAubéRoALe CO..MS . CIGARETTE
06-08-96 VLEXINGTON PRESBYTERIAN LEXINGTON,SC . THUNDER STORM

- NOT A FULL ATFE !NVESTIGATION C& 0 BY STATE lNVESTIGATOR)
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(GREEN) o . a
CHURCH FIRES FACT SHEET S
* ACTIVE ATF CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS

L " AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES
. SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES |

JANUARY 1995 TO PRESENT o

DATE . . NAME OF CHURCH 'LOCATION R ATF D!ViS!ON
. 01- 13 95, ~ JOHNSON GROVE BAPTIST  BELLS, TN . .NASHVILLE
 01-13-95- MACEDONIA BAPTIST ~ DENMARK, TN "~ NASHVILLE
01-31-95  MT. CALVERY BAPTIST . HARDEMAN CO., TN . NASHVILLE
© 12-22-95. MT. ZION BAPTIST - " BOLIGEE, AL _ BIRMINGHAM
12-30-95 . SALEM BAPTIST -~ GIBSON co TN ~ NASHVILLE -
01-06-96  OHOVAH AME CHURCH - ORRUM, NC . CHARLOTTE
- 01-08-96 - INNERCITY CHURCH KNOXVILLE, TN ~ NASHVILLE
01-11-96  LITTLE MT. ZION BAPTIST  GREEN CO., AL . BIRMINGHAM
01-11-96  MT. ZOAR BAPTIST « ~GREEN CO., AL~ BIRMINGHAM

02-01-96°  CYPRESS GROVE BAPTIST -~ E. BATON ROUGE, LA -NEW ORLEANS, -
02-01-96  ST. PAULS FREE BAPTIST . E. BATON ROUGE, LA NEW ORLEANS.

 02-01-96° SWEET HOME BAPTIST - E.BATON ROUGE, LA NEW ORLEANS'

- 02-01-96° | THOMAS CHAPEL BEN. SOC. E. BATON ROUGE, LA NEW ORLEANS
02-21-96  GLORIOUS CHURCH OF GOD RICHMOND, VA WASHINGTON
03-05-96. ST. PAUL AME CHURCH  ~ HATLEY, MS - BIRMINGHAM:
03-20-96 © NEW MT. ZION BAPTIST - RULESVILLE, MS  BIRMINGHAM
03-27-96 © GAYS HILL BAPTIST MILLEN, GA - ATLANTA =
04-11-96  ST. CHARLES BAPTIST = PAINCOURTVILLE, LA - NEW ORLEANS '
04-13-96° ROSEMARY BAPTIST . ' BARNWELL, SC . CHARLOTTE ~

 04-26-96 EFFINGHAM BAPTIST . = EFFINGHAM, SC ~ CHARLOTTE

05-14-96. MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST *  TIGRETT, TN NASHVILLE

. 05-23-96° MT. TABOR BAPTIST - CERRO GORDO, NC - CHARLOTTE

. 05-24-96  PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST -~ LUMBERTON, NC~ . CHARLOTTE

'06-03-QGE; RISING STAR BAPTIST - GREENSBORO, AL~ BIRMINGHAM

" ’TOTAL 24 ’

LNOTE DOES NOT INCLUDE ACCIDENTAL FIRES OR CASES CLOSED BV ARREST '
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CHURCH ARSON LEGISLATION

. ' The Administration strongly supports legislation passed by the House on Tuesday that
"would enhance the government’s tools to prosecute church arson and desecration.

L The bills would put "teeth” into existing criminal law banning church deéecration
(existing law has only been used once since enac:;ed in 1988) by:

. removing excessive proof requirements,
. eliminating the $10,000 damage threshold,

o making illegal damage motivated by the racial or ethnic character of members of ‘

“the ‘church,
] providing compensation for victims of the crime who suffer personal injury, -
o providing loan guarantees for rebuilding,

'SIDE BY SIDE -- CHURCH ARSON BILLS

House bill (on floor 6/18) - | Senate bill (Kennedy 6/17 draft)

§1 Short title-~-Church Arson Prevéntion.  Same.
Act. ' ' ‘ :
The House bill does not include findings. §2 Findi_ngs’. The Senate bill would make

extensive findings, laying the legal
‘groundwork of Congressional authority to
act in these cases, under the Cormerce
Clause and 13th & 14th Amendments.

§2 Amendments to 18 USC 247. - §3 Amendments to 18 USC 247.

Interstate commerce. The House bill would ~ Inzersiate commerce. The Senate bill would
simplify the cxisting requirement to establish make the same change to 247, and would



%3

'06/18/96

s

P

14:06 0000000

an intérstate commerce confiection, requiring
that the offense "is in or affects interstate

commerce. "

Darnage threshold.. The House bill would

remove the requirement that over $10,000 in-

damage be caused.

Racial motivation. The House bill would
establish ~ a. new standard, prohibiting
destruction of religious property because of
the race, color, or ethnic characteristics of
any individual associated with that propetty.
An interstate commerce connection would
not be required.

The existing

Penalty. No ’pro‘viéion

penalty of 247 would continue, a maximum
_ of 10 years. ’

Statute of limitation. 'No provision. . The
existing statute of 11m1tat10n 5 years, would
continue.

Real property. The House bill would clarify

that the law would proh1b1t damage to real
property.

§2(b) Compensation of victims. The
House bill would make, victims of this crime
who have suffered personal injury e11g1ble
im assmtance

© §2.  Access to Community Development

Loan Guarantees. The House bill would
make victims of these crimes eligible for
loan guarantees to rebuild. [in process]

' END OF HOUSE BILL

¢

- bill contains a similar provision.

ig1003/004

‘also allow a showing that the defendant

traveled in interstate commerce or used the

mail or any facility or instrumientality of

interstate cominerce (i.e. telephone).

Damage threshold. The Senate bill would
also remove the $10,000 threshold.

Racial motivation. The Senate bill would
establish the same standard, and would also
prohibit such  destruction based on the
religious characteristics of any individual
associated with the property.

Penalry. The Senate bill would increase the

- maximum penalty from 10 to 20 years, -

consistent with the Federal arson statute.

Statute of limitation. The Senate bill would
increase the statute of limitation to 7 years,

- consistent with the Federal arson statute.

Real property. The Senate bill would clarify

-that the law would protect "fixtures or

religious objects contained within a place of
religious worship" as well as real property.

§4. Compensation of victims. The Senate

§5. Access to Community Development
Loan Guararntees. The Senate bill contains -
a similar provision. [in process]

§6. Authorization for additional
investigators. - The Senate bill would

- authorizé funds, as necessary, for additional

investigators and technical support for ATF.
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§7. Authorization for CRS. The Senate
bill would authorize additional funds, as
necessary, for additional mediators and
conciliators of the Community Relations
Service of the Department of Justice. '

§8. Reauthorization of the Hate Crime
Statistics Act. The Senate bill would make
permanent the Hate Crime Statistics Act of
1990. A bill doing this has already passed
in the Senate.

 §9. Severability. The Senate bill would
sever any unconstitutional provision from
affecting other provisions in the Act.



The Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996
HUD’s Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund
July 1996

, The Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996 includes a Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund
administered by HUD that enables HUD to guarantee up to an aggregate of $10 million in
private sector loans to help nonprofit organizations finance the rebuilding of structures
damaged or destroyed by acts of arson or terrorism. The Fund is intended to help facilitate
private lending to these institutions, most of which are under-insured or in need of multiple
sources of capital and credit to proceed with their rebuilding efforts. Since the loans are to
bé guaranteed by the Federal government, state- or federally-chartered financial institutions
will set the interest rates, not the Federal government. This Fund requires no additional
appropriation; rather, excess FHA multifamily housing funds are used to cover the risk.

HUD will partner with affected church organizations and the financial lending
community to ensure swift implementation of this program. The Department will meet with
representatives of affected organizations to better assess their rebuilding needs and to help
them coordinate the use of donations and financial lending sources. HUD will also work with
the financial community to identify potential lenders and form loan participation pools. HUD
intends to have the Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund in operation by the first week of
September 1996.

Proposed Implementétion-S(:hedule

Week of July 15 HUD meets with church organizations, lenders, nonprofits
~ - -and foundations.to discuss coordination and
implementation )
Monday, July 22 | Put final rule into clearance within HUD, Justice

Department, and Office of Management and Budget
(Prevention Act requires rulemaking)

Friday, July 26 | ‘ Rule cleared by agencies; send final rule to Federal
' Register :
Wednesday, July 31 _ Publish final rule in the Federal Register for effect in 30
‘ ~days ‘ ,
Tuesday, September 3 HUD Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund goes into effect

Distribute underwriting guidelines to financial institutions

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION
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. »Office“cffthefpressASecretary“,
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. _PRESS BRIEFING e L
. .. - 'BY"VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE, ', . .
DEVAL PATRICK, 'ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR CIVIL RIGHTS,,N

“

:JAMES JOHNSON ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY FOR ENFORCEMENT,

"AND
BRUCE KATZ CHIEF OF STAFF ’ o fu'gv
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THE VICE PRESIDENT° Hello. I want to acknowledge my

"colleagues ‘here who  are going to respond ‘'to your questlonS'-- Deval

. Patrick, Assistant Attorney General, for: Civil nghts, James. ~Johnson,
: ASSIStant Secretary -of the Treasury ‘for. Enforcement; -and Bruce Katz, -
, Chlef of Staff at. the Department of HouSIng and ‘Urban. Development.‘,'

PreSIdent ClInton and I have just concluded a very -

‘fproductlve and ‘heartening meeting with a ‘number of governors from -

‘'states where there have been burnings of houses of worship. -~ We were L
joined in this meetlng by several of the members of Congress 'in both . \
' parties’ who have been most active ‘on this issué. Also, members: '

- representing the ‘leadership of the- JudICIary Commlttee and the ,a_

'*~leadersh1p of the COngress10nal Black. Caucus..

i

The dIalogue whlch took place In the Cablnet Room just

; now‘was, lf not unprecedented certalnly extraordinary ‘There was '
not a trace of any partlsanshlp<-- I want to add "of course," because -
" the mood of ‘the meetlng was' completely antithetical to any hint. of
;partlsanshlp. ‘There. was a. very-.creative. and. productive discussion. of .
.. a wide range of optlons for cataly21ng a. full fledged natlonWIde o
~ . all-out. response to this Issue. L e - T B

s,
< e

The rash of churchfburnlngs ‘and burnlngs of other houses

ljof worshlp that ‘has. swept particularly, across the south represents an -

_affront to. relIgIous liberty and racial’ tolerance.j I'm particularly e

-' saddened, \may I.say personally, and .angered that so many of these.
. cowardly acts have occurred in my home state. of Tennessee. I was
' 'glad for the presence of and comments by Governor Don Sundqulst of

LTennessee.»;n

-

S It was heartenlng to hear: leaders from both partles and

,-.;from all<across the nation find common. ground in .our '‘shared
y;determlnatlon to stop these crlmes.; Our first response was.to -

intensify enforcement and to. ensure ‘the cooperation,.. completely

' devoid of- competltlon, between federal and state and local A
“authorities-so that we can’ find out effectlvely and quickly what

happened in each of' these instances and, ‘wherever : pOSSlble, arrest

:and punIsh anyone who may be responSIble. Hundreds of federal - agents

'C*are now  in the erld worklng closely with state and local officials.’

I'm pleased that. in.an increasing number. of these cases .arrests’ are

] “beIng made.f Just yesterday.an arrest. Was made in the burnlng of a
rchurch In EnId Oklahoma last- week -

Second we have encouraged communltles across Amerlca to

fucome together to help rebulld the houses of worshIp that-have been.:

" [burned ‘and desecrated ‘ We re partlcularly pleased that groups\ .:‘x;*
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jranglng from the Natlonal Counc1l of Churches to Habltat For -
Humanity, the Southern: Baptlst Convention, the Chrlstlan Coalltlon,

"the Anti- Defamatlon League of B'Nai B'thh ‘and many others -—‘the g

i w1n.',' o "

Laborers Union -=- are jOlning in this moblllzatlon of conscience. We ~
agreed- that we w1ll ask allk Amerlcans to redouble our efforts to. help
our neighbors rebuild. Part of the message coming out: of today s :
meeting to anyone who would burn a house of worshlp 1s, you WIll not

K. , , . , /.
" The houses of worshlp wlll be rebullt And in each

,case, the community will become" stronger in the process. The -

profession of faith- by those who  worship ‘in these churches and ‘

'1,synagogues and mosques w1ll contlnue. }' o _ o

!
~\\

“As lmportant as enforcement and rebulldlng are,‘lt is of

. course’ far. better to prevent these churches and other houses-of .

worshlp from being burned in the first instance. Aas we discussed B
with the governors and members of Congress,,and also: state attorneys b

~general who jolned the President. and his- Cabinet for: this discussion;

o and efforts to 1dent1fy and spot\rlsks

. we must-turn’ our attention to preventior as the best and most lastlng
m;communlty response to these outrages..;”ﬁrri ’ ~. .

, , Today, on behalf of the PreSIdent, I'm announc1ng that
Pre51dent Clinton has. directed James Lee Witt, the: Admlnlstrator of‘

“the Federal Emergency Management Agency, along with Attorney General

. Janet Reno ‘and Treasury. Secretary Bob Rubin, to work with the:
»f;governors to frame a national prevention:initiative, state by state,
- using.federal, state and prlvate sector resources., We will help

churches with survelllance, security, house of worshlp watch groups, :

T

The governors were unlformly enthu31ast1c about this

‘-1n1t1at1ve. We 'look forward to working closely with them in the .’
" coming days.. . "And Pre51dent Clinton's message is- very, very clear:
'All Americans. have the freedém to worship wherever and whenever they .

.choose. We will not let. people of faith be’ terrorlzed by

'fannouncement about that at a later tlme.ﬁ,

" ‘churches, 1s the common denomlnator racism?

practltloners of hate. B e

)

i

Now I would llke to turn. the podlum over to Deval

‘“aPatrlck and James Johnson and- Bruce Katz to answer any ‘questions you"
‘have about the meetlng and the Natlonal Preventlon Inltlative.f

L Q Vlce Pres1dent Gore, some of the governors were".

r‘talklng about a national day of worship. Was- there any formal
- setting of a date" for somethlng llke that or agreement on somethlng
‘llke that’ .

THE VICE PRESIDENT' I ant1c1pate you w1ll hear further L

- g
3
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,;,’ ‘Q Vice Pre51dent Gore, the three dozen black o

) oo
A

THE VICE PRESIDENT' The lnvestlgatlon 1s Stlll

;;underway,'and ‘the questlon of " organlzed conspiracies for some or any
“number of these churches and other houses of. worship remains an open:

questlon - But .someone -was quoted in an article analy21ng this -

151tuatlon this morning as saying. the - ‘conspiracy. is rac1sm itself. My
personal view is that there will be at ‘the 'end of -the day a number of.

.different motivations found for different cases: but .that for a very-

A‘large ‘number of them what you will® flnd ultlmately, .I predict, is =~
_-that-a .common thread of ‘underlying racism is present and. individuals.
oine dlfferent c1rcumstances and with dlfferent addltlonal motlvatlons

at tlmes become a part of the larger pattern._
N L

But let me stress that the 1nvest1gatlon is Stlll .;V-

R contlnulng and such conclus10ns are. premature. I do feel on safe' -

./ MORE




ground 1n saylng that for a: large number of them the quote I ,‘fw
mentloned earller is. accurate, the consplraoy 1s rac1sm 1tself
Thank you.rj_i' : 7‘<}nu' o cF e
: MR PATRICK.' Thank you, Mr. Vlce Pre51dent. We thought
we would summarlze brlefly the different presentatlons we, made and :

r.then take your questlons, 1f you have any.,»

o - As’ co—chalr w1th Mr. - Johnson of the Natlonal Task Force
we brlefed the governors on what our sense today is’ of the scope of
" the problem. - We handed 'out a state-by-state breakdown-of fires and

desecrations in houses of worship over® the last six years that have -
been 1nvest1gated by ~federal - authorltles., There are 216 on that

list, based on the 1nformat1on we' ve complled SO far, of whlch we
"have solved . about a thlrd. : : : .

(",;" The dramatlc 1ncrease has occurred in the last 18

”7months., Half of that- number of 216 have occurred in the last 18

x‘ﬂ,months,»70 percent -of those represent flres in the-southeast of hlack
‘churches. “The 1nvest1gatlon, however, is not limited to black -

lachUrches, 1t 1ncludes white churches, synagogues and mosques as

' ,\welre‘{ A A o o

-,,;, SR N : :
We talked ‘about the number of. resouroes we've dedlcated

"to thls,‘and ‘sonme addltlonal resources  that we're. 1ntend1ng to-

‘dedicate to it through some reallocation of resources "in the -

uDepartment of Justice. ’We emphas1zed the importarnce of cooperatlon

with state and local ‘law’ enforcement. That has been the case in many

of the cases we've solved already, worklng through local task forces,’”

’,through the Unlted States attorneys, ‘the state .attorneys general, the .

, .ﬂn ‘DAs, state pollce, state fire marshals, ATF and FPI ‘have all been
"‘,;'worklng, really in many ways, in unprecedented cooperatlon at the-

state level. ' And everyone- unanimously concurred with the importance

of ‘that, that we should put competition among the- agen01es a51de and

focus on cooperatlon to get to the bottom of these.‘>

VQ‘, Mr. Patrlck could you speak ‘in more detall about

‘~the natlonal preventlon 1n1t1at1ve and: ‘what federal resources or
*,assets might come to bear on 1t if. any° :

\ .- e

R MR PATRICK" I'm g01ng to let Mr. Johnson do that.«»

5

Q. ‘Mr. Patrlck I saw a quote attrlbuted to you thls

morning in the paper talking- about an extreme climate of racism. Canf‘\

. .you elaborate. on why you think ‘theré is this climate and what - H:i.

anybody, from- the. Pre51dent on down, car do about it smnoe 1t’s been

:"so deeply rooted? : . RS o »Q' c \ U

‘ ;%i;v MR, PATRICK. Well 1 can tell you what T meant and what
S sald ‘We have -- I w1sh you could see. what comes across my desk
.- droves and droves - ;uv e : _ . ‘

"‘é‘;~ Okay (Laughter) -~ v
;f.tre;?.*nQ;v, That'll get you in trouble._”k’

i . MR. PATRICK°'--- of a. publlc nature, scores fhundreds,‘
thousands of complalnts of .genuine and real, personal aots of . -

-.;unfalrness and 1ntolerance against people because of who they are,
what they are, what they belleve. o T .

J'fv“?'Q And you could come away,,lf you were inclined, w1th a’

.- rather grim view of .the state of, not just of American: race-
‘vrelatlons, but of’ Amerlcan c1tlzensh1p That, I think, is’ the real

issue. ; And I think we have - ‘seen -- we have seen in some. of- the

’ ,hysterla and extremism of ;public dlscourse on a wide wvariety of
.1ssuesvcontr1butlons to a cllmate whlch 1s not always conduc1ve to.

. N .‘/ . . . N B .
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: other s struggle.

the 1mportance, I. thlnk in America'of‘seeinggone'sfstake.in each

-

‘ : : I thlnk that 1s an lmportant c1v1c ldeal and has been,'
‘ ‘“for ‘a long tlme in thls counttry. Does. that mean that there is no

hope’ ‘Absolutely: not. . One of the goods that. may come out of thlsl

o current cr151s,-and we . talked about it a great deal in the meetlng
,‘w1th the President and the governors, is a real coming- together,k.“ o
- +across’all those. differences, in the interest of rebulldlng these " -,
. churches and rebuildlng communlties And that's what I was trylng &

o to -l e : : N :

R Qo You say that a lot of these cases have already been -
solved and there has been investigation. What has been the. , S

- motivation from those ‘who have =-- you know, is there a trend, a -
’ pattern’. What are they saylng ‘of, why they dld 1t° R .

/

. MR. PATRICK' Well in the - and I should say we have

- fsolved about a third of those that have ‘been 1nvest1gated over:the
' previous six. years. ‘We are: just beglnnlng to make progress -in: the. 4
spike in the last 18 months. They say a variety of things. . Many,\- Col

;many face up to and- speak on. their .own racist motlvations.; That 1s
not always the case. There are ‘many motlvatlons. ‘

v

E

And I want to empha51ze that the- lnvestlgatlon lSA

.~'.con51derrng all. of the motives.  We. are d01ng this as, I think, -
. professionals are supposed to do this -- by follow1ng all the leads »

and .all the- ev1dence, wherever they take us.; But we are hearlng

- attitudes .in some of the cases where race is a ‘motive, and’ that.what

.- stirs that attltude may have absolutely nothing to do w1th the =
k,partlcular congregatlon or, partlcular location. It ‘may be that; you

. know, they had a hard time on the- job. or lost their job or something " '

- has gone wrong at home and they have had too much to drlnk and off i }“"
fthey go. V o ; : : L

“on that in some of these ‘cases., - I think, though, we have so much

AVh‘meeting, the word "den1al"°tw:

.,iwork to- do in solving so many of the open 1nvest1gatlonSfthat before
S We ‘¢an make.any falr generallzatlons about . all ‘of these cases as a
’“o“class we probably - probably have sald too much. ;;r ; :

‘Qf Was the*word ﬂdenlal" —-~d1d that come up in: your

: LN Trea [ I
v . . . Y -

MR+ PA’I‘RICK. ‘No.\v_ o

ldld that not come up in’ thls meetlng’

MR. PATRICK. The questlon of ~--»well the word

And what's underneath comes. to the surface and they act

‘vbQ o You mean, nobody is w1111ng to talk about a ra01st
'soc1ety or that they themselves may be racist or that we have a heavy
~ denial that we have to get through ‘in: order to- look at the lssues, '

N
fe oy

""denlalA" flrst of all, 'did not come up. Il tell you what did come

-up -was the notion that it- was very lmportant to take what some of the-

_-teachers- would call a. teachlng opportunity from these tragedies; to ..
begln to find ways to bring communities together. "And I think- you're

going to see that.  There are efforts to galvanize volunteers, -

 craftspeople and unskllled people to rebulld the churches. .= =

Contributions that have been expressed by prlvate entities,. prlvate

- individuals to the Whlte House, to the,. Natlonal COunc1l of Churches
V'and others ‘has been unprecedented. A

i

S , And I thlnk that the’ people gathered around the tablej h
{ wanted to think about ways to use these tragedles to try 'to begin. the .

kinds of conversations that are so dlfflcult for so. many people to
have in Amerlcan oommunltles today T ST

. A, e : o
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1‘Q~ Can we really deal with thls 1f we'! re not g01ng tof

v'«talk honestly and - openly about racism and all of our: parts in it?

. Eglve Mr. johnson a chance to talk about the preventlon.

\.'bomblngs and the rise of mllltla and the ‘general- state of hate in the f..

A ‘9 Can I ask you. about your answer about the state of
Vc1tlzensh1p -in ‘this country° In, th1s meetlng was there any- :

' mean/Als there much hope for thls unless we get’ down to that level’

MR. PATRICK. ‘Noi And T thlnk ‘we will get down to that”

<1evel I thlnk 1n a lot of communltles we are- gettlng down to that 'T
-level.wl*v, T Ty R

. . \
_— R
2

':.HQ“?RMMr. Patrlck ——e

MR. PATRICK. I m. not g01ng to leave. T just want to

A

suggestion about any llnkage between Oklahoma Clty and the church

,’\country’ [ T _ o o . IR AT

T’MR; PATRICK'KTNcQ-'
“5Q;Lv fs there any connectlono. o \ |
MR, PATRICK‘T Dld we dlscuss that 1n thls room°' N§?
§T< Would you make any connectlonsv - IR

.

- MR. PATRICK. These are open 1nvest1gations; so, no, T .

“ wouldn't make any connectlon publlcly. ;

you? Lo S S

'é : Any dlfferences or debates about anythlng - the

,extent of the problem or ‘how - best to solve 1t7e,0r was it total -
ﬂunanlmlty about everyth1ng° L . S o

¢

MR PATRICK‘ You rernot looklng for controversy, are
- 5 SR e T _T-"‘
Q. Only 1f 1t's there. '

A

MR. PATRICK° No, 1t's not there. There ‘is unanlmlty

. 'about the importance of prompt résolution of the cases, finding .the"
"‘perpetrators and punlshlng them. There was unanimity about beeflng

- up.both ‘the federal and the state’ legal tools.. To do that there is a.

. .my term, teachlng opportunltles. I . S

' :blll ‘that. passed unanlmously in 'the House yesterday that. strengthens
" one of the most 1mportant tools we have 1n the 01v1l rlghts area to

address these.. It's 1n the Senate now.

There was some talk about the 1mportance or the

o llkellhOOd of, hav1ng to take similar kinds .of steps on the state
“level.: There was a lot of talk about cooperatlon and’' then also the,

kinds. of conversatlons that I was alludlng to earller about my" word

14
(

g But is there ‘Some. dlfference about. whether there is S

a cllmate at the core of all thls or whether these are. more 1solated

“facts° o R . PRI RN

PR

- KR. PATRICK: ' No, I don‘t think —- flrst of all "1 have

'1been clear, and everybody in that room was; that .none’ of us 1s_1n a

pos1tlon to draw a straight llne from any partlcular hostile

: conversation, any partlcular 1nc1dent of or. expres51on of division to
any particular fire. ' But that the 1ntolerance, out of which some “of

.~ . these incidents arlse, has" to be addressed and can be addressed as an
o act of leadershlp CT , R ;

“”a R .

~Q: Mr.‘PatricR,faUnnmbersofxYOung;peopTe have been - |

5arrested and some -== .. .

L UhoRe.



: "-Q¢,1 Could we hear somethlng, please, about the .
upreventlon effort whlch 1s, I thlnk -the news of. the. day° 'a'l&

A

MR JOHNSON' Sure. What we talked about in. terms of

“‘protectlon was an effort that's being undertaken by. the Church Arson -

' Task Force to get out 1nformation that churches can' use to help :

. protect themselves. The ATF has prepared a booklet ~wh1ch we'lre: in.

.. the process of" distributing to churches in the- southeast prlmarlly,~

- at least as a first step =-= which goes through lsfspeclflc steps that
. they can undertake, dependlng on the. appropriateness of their C
"Cchumstances, to protect themselves and to prevent these fires..

Two of the steps were . partlcularly pertlnent to the

‘governors'that were gathered, and those were the formation. of, L or thet~.~;

Jjoining of, of" ‘neighborhood watches 'in the effort to protect the»

' churches. The second thing ‘that was important to the governors -- we ft”

. felt,;. and the’ governors agreed =- was having churches- and church’
members. ban together to go by their churches on a random. basis to

, make sure-~- as you know, many of these churches are, in yvery rural .
- areas =-.to make sure that there is proper attention paid. In many
© of the flres, churches were burned and it wasn't discovered -until
two, three, four. days later that there had actually been a flre. P

: , What we want to do is encourage peOple to make it known
that the churches will be watched so 'that the people who .engage . 1n
these acts #- and these are usually done under cover of darkness by
-people. clearly not: ‘willing to-make thelr faces known =- to let them
‘ know that- they w1ll be monltored.‘ : . L
E : Q .' Mr. Johnson, what klnd of partlcular federal ,
. resources could be brought to bear in that effort? Would there be-

" money? I/mean, .you're putting out:the booklet ‘== 'would- there be

o visits by ATF agents, counsellng folks on how they mlght undertake
. thls effort? , _

S , MR JOHNSON~ Well our strategy has a- couple of
‘Components.  There would be,’ in certain circumstances, consultation

-7 between the ATF, the United States Marshal ‘Service and local law

‘enforcement. The. key element here is the cooperation’ and partnershlpﬂl

hlbetween the federal law enforcement officers and local law : -
enforcement officers. Any strategy or plan- de51gned to ‘protect the

»’churches will. not ‘work without the full cooperatlon and partlclpatlon :

‘ ~of local law enforcement. ‘ .
Yoo Iz

b

'if"" ?. o And what came out of this meetlng was a clear commltmentr

" for the federal and local law enforcement' officers to work. together,
" The® Pres1dent discussed the role of" FEMA and we will beconsulting

.~ with- FEMA to help .us coordinate ‘the local responses. We cannot, from
Washlngton, decide on a strategy . that’s going to be approprlate - e
could, but it wouldn't be the" best thing for us to.'do to decide on a o

Tfstrategy that's going to be appropriate in ‘one of the southern

. 'states. It's much. better to get the states 1nvolved and we recelved‘
" 'those commltments todayfln developlng these*strategles.;:

“Aiu'Q Could these c1tlzens who are 1nvolved in the watch

‘programs be. endangered 1n any way, in g01ng out to\these rural places

..? S ‘ ) ) : AR o

MR. JOHNSON'* Well one of the thlngs we emphas1ze in vrf‘

. our pamphlet is -that they are not to actlvely engage in protectlng

" the churches," but s1mply to. watch the- charcli; and if they see = .
. anything . that's amiss, that they should report it to-.local ‘law - ,
.'enforcement We have con51stently emphas1zed that no one is to- take®

. the law 1nto thelr own hands, because what that would do is take a‘’
bad 81tuatlon and make 1t much worse. o S

SN ' coQ Was there anythlng agreed upon or announced today
' j_that goes beyond what the«Pre51dent announced 1n the State of the .

P

» MoRE‘% "’, ) ‘Qf'_,
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Union address’ or the speech down in South Carollna‘> It doesn't sound

" to'me, like there 1s, that th1s 1s all th1ngs that have: already been

’

'announced o o e ] S e

. :
R

TR 1ff‘ MR. JOHNSON.- The role of - FEMA is- an added element of

f?;our strategy and they Wlll be important. in assess1ng and gathering -
\'federal resources to respond to. the part1cular localities'. problems.:=

R

L
K ‘

*ﬂQf« )And aga1n, Mr. Johnson '_T_;l"Vn»‘,- ”, ﬂj.

‘}MS{ GLYNN' Can we also send Bruce Katz talk about _."

" CDBG. -- ,_f',,"_\ R R

Q- Can I ask one questlon f1rst‘> o Sy

1\'Q o I reallze that you re not golng to- d1ctate from f,'W'ff

‘Washlngton how this. happens, but would you envision that the. churches'

‘Wwould set up things like telephone trees to set up ‘rotations of

\‘people who might dr1ve past a church, that s the kind .of thing, you d-

envision so that if the .church- is- in a rural area,- then people take

",respon51b111ty for Wednesday afternoon 901ng past, .and Thursday '
'{mornlng and. someone else on Thursday‘> ' Is that type of -—

[P
\

~ MR. JOHNSON. Clearly, ‘that's ‘the. sort of thlng/that can

,,happen and could be ‘more. helpful The more ‘eyes - you have watching

“,ithese churches, the better 1t 1s to malntaln the church's securlty

P

Q Dur1ng the c1v1l r1ghts movement local law o

kpfenforcement used to be 1nt1mately 'involved 1n a lot of" these attacks,
‘", even leadership elements in rac1al attacks. “Is it better now’ deallng

- with local law. enforcement’ ‘Do you find the problem 1s better now -

R,

than it was durlng the c1v1l r1ghts movement‘> -__-. R

o

Cox

C MR JOHNSON" We have local and federal law enforcement |

Stlll some. hurdles to. overcome: in terms of the perception.of

sensitivity to racial issues. And we've learned that from the © -

‘ministers who visited Washington about a week and’a half-ago. But
"what we al&o have found on' the ground is that there has been . '

tremendous cooperatlon between and among. federal. officials and state .

" officials in: many, . many of these cases. So I would say that 1t s

4!s1gn1f1cantly better than 1t was years ago.u

~Q\ Mr. Johnson,vyou have stressed cooperatlon _ o
repeatedly here. Did any ,of the governors express, any concern that

'u”your federal efforts m1ght somehow supersede local law enforcement‘>

N FEEUR
MR.,JOHNSON._ No. One of the goals was - there was an . -

expres51on of concern, but the comm1tment that - ‘came out7of the

.- .meeting was that we would work- together. In fact, the Attorney L

v 17General made clear that to the extent that there are local task - ;.

' forces already in place ‘working on" ‘these problems, that the federal
task forces would-not compete with or replace them. 'The: only way’

' that we're golng to.get on top. of this problem is that if-we all work

‘the meet1ng ;V\

together. "And that was a clear commltment from all part1c1pants 1n

'Ig'*\Q A concern was expressed by someone‘>
"‘lMR JOHNSON' The questlon was, ralsed

“i,'”:'” LR By a governor‘> Tyj . B c .fyfv- '.'.

'MR.<JQHNSON" Was 1t a governor9 ';'- o o /-5

MR.- PATRICK: I don't thlnk so.-.

o e K . I i . . .. )
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MR. JOHNSON. I don't thlnk it was a governor,  but there’
DI

were: also'-- there were ‘also state and law enforcement

Ms GLYNN' How about saylng somethlng, Bruce Katz.--:

. 117””. MR KATZ.. Let me talk brlefly about the thlrd component

ii of the. response: to .the church bomblngs, which is the effort to
" rebuild the churches. The Secretary == Secretary -Cisneros brlefed
‘~the governors.. I'm Bruce Katz, Chlef of Staff at HUD.M .1=‘

Secretary CIsnerps brlefed the governors on the efforts
that are underway to date. As the Vice President has mentioned, ‘
“there's been a -huge -outpouring: of prlvate support, whlch has _
" basically taken two forms. There is effort to raise donations . to-
-rebuild, the’ churches being. spearheaded by the" National" Council of
Churches,. whlch has’ set a goal of $4 ‘million. There is also an
~effort to engage; the volunteer network of Habitat; of many rellglous

. 1nst1tutlons, of many unlons to also help rebulld the churches.

N\
\

In terms of the federal role, the admlnlstratlon is"

. —,’;1:“'

representatives there. e «5 S n..‘_, S '5“" o

ﬁi seeklng to establlsh a natlonal loan guarantee fund., - This. fund would,

enable the- Department of Hou51ng and Urban’ Development to: guarantee

up to $10. ‘million in. .private.loans that would be’ prov1ded to these

1nst1tutlons that ‘have been damaged- by arson or terrorlsm. There
v'would be'no new approprlatlons sought to capitalize this fund. -

- Rather the department would bas1cally reprogram ex15t1ng funds, whlch -

are no- longer necessary

._‘

SO the effort to rebulld has bas1cally combined. publlc-‘

prlvate sector effort with principal focus on donations and volunteer.n

efforts.. And where we will be needed; the federal government WIll‘
help back :some of the prlvate loans that may be necessary to help ‘
rebulld these 1nst1tutlons.} * o _ .

\:r if Thanks.‘hf

| 'iQTff Is the loan guarantee program, is that the only
3 monetary commltment that the Whlte House made today’ '

[

) MR..KATZ.} That would be the only commltment that wvas ‘3

made 1n regard to the rebulldlng effort. f_,pw

' ) T Q f‘ Okay, what about the other efforts°{ Hasfmoney o
Lactually been comm:Ltted’> ’; o iy : : S

P MR KATZ , I thlnk on the - you mlght want to talk to
the preventlon task force.;'

. s MR PATRICK. -One' of the respon51blllt1es of FEMA in
jOlnlng the task force is to ldentlfy existing federal.resources that
_ may be available to supporti local law enforcement in prevention. For
example, there is - a conoern,,naturally, that . there might be

requlrements for overtime pay. by ‘local .or state law enforcement And"

‘there may ‘be resources that are. available riow that could be’ brought
to bear to. support that.. We have to 1dent1fy those, make sure we

‘deal with all’ the. legal/lssues that may arise and then act.  But our :

 charge - is to get on w1th 1t and resolve those 1ssues as qulckly as’
poss1ble .”_,ﬁ ' R R - . o y
CT 'Q7 'Mr. Patrlck could you address a hotllne - state
~hotlines? Is that somethlng that -the. federal government has =

suggested too, or 1s that somethlng states are dolng on thelr own‘> o

%

MR PATRICK' Many are dOIng 1t on thelr own. There ls"A

a’ natlonal Hotline, which is -- I think you said ‘today 'they've
' received, as of the time of the meeting, over 700 calls -- i
1nformatlon and leads concernlng the 1nc1dents. That's lmportant

Cy \. .
i Y
N e
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- juvenlles, 'what w1ll that mean7“

»

'country?,"

Y

PR D

We obv1ously have to make that 1nformat1on avallable to

.Aour state and. local counterparts who are worklng w1th us to solve’

"these ‘crimes, and the same thlng in' the- reverse -~ that we have to
have access to the informatlon that is gathered by the state.

: e Q"ﬁ Is~that new" .The hotllne, the natlonal hotllne,
that somethlng that has recently been started’

' MR PATRICK. The Pre51dent announced that a week ago,
10 days ago."\ o ~ L A S ,

0 ;fVHow.would you characterize‘raoe;relationsdinbthls
" MR. PATRICK.‘ In a. word’
wa[, .Noi:a sentence.

MR PATRICK*” We have made extraordlnary progress|1n

H “this. country in my short llfetlme, 40 'years.- We have some| distance.

'to go, and we are not going to become’ the country we have dedicated
‘ourselves to becone unless we bear down and express in tanglble ways' '
and symbollc ways our determlnatlon to go the rest of the dlstancev

: : Q’ Mr. Patrlck I understand a number of young people
have been arrested or are suspects 'in some of these cases, these.

" church burnlngs.. If so, what do you think that that says, and is

" that g01ng to be a problem at all . in prosecuting them’> I know

“Congress is proposing. leglslatlon to crack down, to increase federal

' 1nvolvement, taking these cases’ to; federal court. But if they re

v

MR. PATRICK. Well,\there have been juvenlle arrests. I
won't say anythlng more about the facts of those. arrests because )
 they're juveniles. But in general terms, in. all.of these '
prosecutions. we are’ ‘making a judgment in cooperatlon with the’ state

. and. local Jaw enforcement about what is the best form to deal with

that ‘case, what is-in the ‘best 1nterest of that case. In some cases,,
this' is not a generallzatlon, in’ some cases it 1s going to be more
effective and more prompt and more to the point to deal with the

- juvenlle matters in ‘the state- courts rather than the, federal courts,

a

' seems to be grow1ng in the last few weeks.««-

but we're: maklng that judgment on a case-by case basls.a ‘p

. ;‘Q‘. What ' does 1t say to you 1f grow1ng numbers of young
people are: actually respon51ble for: thls? ‘ .

-

‘ MR. PATRICK° That adults have to work harder. \

i

; »<'QQJ. Are you confldent Mr.,Patrlck that you are. on top
of the problem now, that it is g01ng to subside, thlS problem° It

- (‘. ,' C .- . 4\‘

MR. PATRICK° I'm very concerned about the contlnued

rise. I have been concerned about that rise.for almost- two: years now,‘

i

» cxtlzens and. communities -are g01ng to be satlsfled untll we get to .

f

and’ thls is the largest federal civil- rights. 1nvest1gatlon g01ng and

. ‘one of the largest crlmlnal 1nvest1gatlons of any klnd -and that has

been true ‘fo¥ more. than a year now

;o I'm not. g01ng to be satlsfled, and I don't think.

3

F

the bottom of more of these cases. ‘a‘.v{:_ . v

T

MS GLYNN'VLast questlon.,_

a " 7‘” 3 Q“ .Mr. - Patrlck mentloned some numbers earller o 216

'fires over the last six years.  It's hard sometimes ‘to. reconc1le the

numbers of 1nvest1gatlons that the ATF has been d01ng - 36‘1n the

N

VlMQRE )

V.



last 18 months versus ‘what" sounded llke from you many more.. Is there
-a-way for: us to help readers understand these numbers and how they
dlffer° . A L S s ,

: MR. PATRICK"'Sure, yes; T can- say a couple thlngs
‘ about the humbers.  First of all, because the agencies have had -
" different respcn51b111t1es, the ATF and the FBI, different ‘

'respon51blllt1es for different kinds of 1nvest1gatlons - stralght

.drsons versus c1v1l rlghts,\for example --.there have been dlfferent,,'

tallies.. Many, many ' of the flres are never even reported to the'
~federal authorltles. . . »

co : ‘The numbers I quoted earller are’ part of a blendlng of
"1the information between the 'ATF and the. FBI, together with ‘the -
information ‘we have .in the . Civil nghts DlVlSlon, where we have

4Vtrad1tlonally worked malnly with the FBI. So ‘the. church arsons . task ; .

‘force,-one of our jobs in gettlng ‘a handle on the scope. of the

problem is trying to =--:is just that, is- trylng to.make sure that we .

have one focus on all of the matters ' that have come to the attention. -

5;”and been 1nvest1gated by the federal authorltles.‘

. ‘ ‘ ?Qk5 Our all 216 of those black church burnlngs, or dsl?
that everythxng’ ‘ , : o L
)

" MR. PATRICK‘ Absolutely not.’! No, no.\ No, that is --5,’f

_flrst of all they re not just fires; they're fires and desecratlons,

okay? They're not just 1n the southeast, they're around the country
"They're coéoncentrated ‘in the ‘southeast, . but.they are around the
a‘country, as. far-flung as Washington state, upstate New York, Chlcago
-~ They are- black churches, white- churches, synagogues and mosgques -=
~all of the susp1c1ous fires and desecratlons ‘in houses ‘of worshlp
that have been under federal 1nvest1gatlon 1n the last six years,

K

b And we are now, through ‘a survey that the FBI is helplng

.to lead as a part of the task force, trying to get a handle ‘on what'
_other matters may be out there that have not been reported that have - -

'been handled’ exclu51vely as a- local matter but” that may bear on the
‘ 1nvest1gatlon.~v o N : « ,

'-ftjbfh‘;”Qi what is- the breakdown on the 216'> f  ‘5{,

MS GLYNN° Can we wrap up. the brleflng7 ‘Maybe you canif‘ -

A ask hlm 1nd1v1dually _l

MR PATRICK.J Thank you.‘; o

8 THE PRESS : Thank you.u e e

1

QEND ... . ‘4128 P.M. EDT. '




Dot Office of the Press Secretary

Forjinrrnediate Réleasei';' N S | ': S T .June 18,1996 :

- sTA'rEMENT ‘BY THE ’éREss SE\C,RETARy'ff AR

The Pre51dent asked the Congress today for $12 mllhon in supplemental ,
appropriations for the Department of the Treasury’s Bureau of-Alcohol, Tobacco ‘and

. Firearms (ATF) to mtensrfy Federal efforts to 1nvest1gate acts of arson agamst Afrlcan- o
' Amencan churches g e ST : '

-y

N

Thrs request for the' ATF for the current year - flscal 1996 - would fund e

~additional staff, equipment, and other expenses related to the investigation. To raise -
 the $12 miillion, the President asked the Congress to transfer funds frorn other Treasury

Department aceounts ‘At the;same time, the. Department of Justice will usé its existing AT
. authority to allocate an addmonal $9 5 nnlhon of 1ts 1996 funds to mvestlgate these acts '

’fofarson‘ B
N S

- "The Admrmstratlon w111 work w1th the Congress to provrde contmued necessary
fundmg for these actrvrtres in flscal 1997 o o Sy Ca

| ©7 7 WILLIAM J..CLINTON
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
12-Jul-1996 04:20pm

TO: (See Below)

FROM: odetta S. Walker
Office of the Counsel

SUBJECT: Church Burnings Meeting - Tuesday, July 16 at 9:00

There will be a meeting with both internal and external people on
church burnings/status reports, Tuesday, July 16 at 9:00 am in the
Roosevelt Room (backup room is 472). .

If you cannot attend, please.e-mail or call me.

" Thank you,

Odetta Walker (6-6611)
Distribution:

TO: Odetta S. Walker .
TO: Marcia L. Hale
TO: Elizabeth Chandler
TO: John C. Angell

TO: Laura Capps

TO: Kevin Moran

TO: Elizabeth M. Toohey

- TO: Kathryn Higgins

TO: ' Floydetta McAfee
TO: Stephen R. Neuwirth
TO: Dawn Chirwa

TO: Tracey E. Thornton
TO: Dennis Burke

TO: Jacob J. Lew

TO: Sandra L. Via

TO: Cheryl D. Mills
TO: Kumiki S. Gibson
TO: Stephen C. Warnath
TO: John B. Emerson
TO: Gene B. Sperling
TO: Daniel Taberski
TO: Mary Ellen Glynn
TO: Joseph Minarik

TO: Karin L. Kizer



James T. Ednmonds
Tracy B. LaBrecque
Ophelia D. West
Ellen S. Seidman
Anne E. McGuire
Donald A. Baer



SOCIAL POLICY

LAw/ JUDICIARY

Amid More Fires, Congress
Acts on Church Burnings

he recent fires that have

damaged and destroyed
dozens of Southern churches
have prompted Congress to
move toward providing a
greater role for the federal gov-
ernment in catching and pros-
ecuting the perpetrators.

Since January 1995, there
-have been about 40 fires of suspi- '
cious origin at southeastern
black churches.

" Both chambers addressed
the issue the week of June 17.

The House voted 422-0 on
June 18 for legislation that I
would expand the circum- -
stances under which the federal
government could prosecute for
damage to religious property.
(Vote 248, p. 1782)

“We are dealing with de-
praved actions resulting from
twisted and bigoted minds,”
said House Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman Henry J. Hyde,
R-IlL, the bill sponsor.

The bill (HR 3525) would eliminate
the current requirement of at least
$10,000 in property damage before the
federal government can investigate de-
struction of religious property.

The measure also would loosen the
circumstances under which federal juris-
diction would be triggered under the
Constitution’s commerce clause, which
allows Congress to regulate interstate
commerce. Under the bill, the violence
would only have to affect interstate com-
merce, regardless of whether it involved
goods or activities crossing state lines.

Some legislators have expressed con-
cern that by attempting to broaden the
commerce clause’s reach, the bill may be
found unconstitutional. “The commerce
clause is not infinitely elastic,” said Rep.
Bob Barr, R-Ga. “When 11: breaks it
snaps fairly hard.”

The Supreme Court warned about
the limits of federal authority in April
1995 when it struck down a 1990 law to
create gun-free school zones. The court
ruled in United States v. Lopez that
Congress had overstepped its powers to
regulate interstate commerce. (1995
Weekly Report, p. 1181)

By Charles R. Wolpoff

1766 — JUNE 22, 1996 CQ

o
REUTERS

Six-year-old Amanda K. Thomas put a verse from a
Sunday school song on a sign near Matthews
Murkland Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, N.C.,

which burned June 6.

Next llkely action. Senate debate »
_on S 1890 the feek of June 24 '

Background: The bsllswould

" make. it easner for the federal -
govemment 16 prosecute cnmes
mvolvmg damage 0 relv |ous

Referehce House comm'ttee

Week y Report,ep 1683

oo e

Hyde said he is confident the bill is

constitutional. He said its constitution-
ality-is bolstered by the 13th Amend-
mer+t, which prohibits slavery and aims
to protect the civil rights of blacks. -

The bill would allow federal involve-
ment when religious property isdamaged
for racial or ethnic reasons, rather than
just religious reasons, as under current
law,

The measure also would allow

those injured in church burnings to
receive compensation under the 1984
Victims of Crime Act (PL 98-473).

Senate Plans

Sens. Lauch Faircloth, R-N.C., and
Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., intro-
duced a bill (S 1890) on June 19 that
was even broader than the House bill.

They acknowledged that the
Faircloth-Kennedy partnership was an
unusual one. “If we in Congress can’t
agree that church burning is a despica-
ble crime, then what in the world can we
agree upon?” Faircloth asked.

The measure incorporates the
House provisions and adds several oth-
ers. It would authorize unspecified sums
for the Treasury department for addi-
tional agents for the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms to assist local
police in investigating suspicious fires.
It also would authorize additional Jus-
tice Department counselors to help af-
fected communities deal with the after-
math of church fires.

The measure would make it easier
for targeted churches to rebuild dam-
aged property by authorizing the De-
partment of Housing and Urban

‘Development to provide $5 million in

loan guarantees to lending institu-
tions. Kennedy said that the loan
guarantees would not violate constitu-
tional prohibitions against govern-
ment funding of religion because the
money could be filtered through chari-
table organizations.

. The bill also would extend the stat-
ute of limitations for prosecuting church
arson cases from five years toseven years
and increase penalties for church arson
from 10 years to 20 years in prison.

The Judiciary Committee has
scheduled a hearing on church burn-
ings June 27. The Senate is expected
to vote on S 1890 the same week.

Despite the unusually broad con-
sensus to act against the church fires,
the issue has occasionally triggered
partisan acrimony.

Some Republicans have accused
President Clinton of political grand-
standing and of reacting too slowly to

the situation. And Democrats have -

implied that insensitive political rhet-
oric, including criticism of affirmative
action programs, has contributed to a
growing climate of racial intolerance.

But House Majority Leader Dick
Armey, R-Texas, said June 18 he be-
lieved race was not the only motive.
“There can be any number of reasons
why people would want to commit ar-
son,” he said, suggesting cultism as
one possibility. .

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION
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,For Immedlate Release 1“ K j; i - ,;; ;-‘;« Junévgg'igésfuj

. RADIO‘ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT
I ;, B TO THE NATION

o '~i t‘” ",fThe,OvalfOffice: I 'h"ne»vf:"
v 'ﬁ;f* S S "Pﬂh‘?> Vo S e
THE - PRESIDENT. :Good: mornlng ThlS morning I want to fh,'

P talk w1th‘you ;about. a recent. and disturbing rash of. crimes that .
"hearkens back to a dark era in our nation's history. Just two days

- ago, when the Matthews-Murkland Presbyterlan Church in Charlotte;

.gNorth‘Carollna,.was burned to the. ground, it ‘became: at least the 30th a
. African Amerigcan church destroyed or damaged by suspicious fire in- ‘
the South in the - ‘past 18 months. ' And over the past few months, Vlce
President Goxe has talked w1th me about the. pain and anguish these

" fires in his home state of Tennessee have caused.’ .Tennessee, ‘sadly, :'

- f;number of these 1nc1dents. Thls must. stop. »

Aswhas experlenced more. of” them than’ any other state in the country.\s
: We do not now have ev1dence of a’ natlonal consplracy, o
but 1t is clear that racial hostlllty is the dr1v1ng force behlnd a

e

‘ ' CLT It's hard: to thlnk of a more depraved act of: v1olence<?a,
than the destruction of a place of worship In.our country, durlng-'
‘the 50s and: 60s, black churches were: burned to intimidate civil S
rights workers. -I have ‘vivid and. painful memories of black churches' '
,;belng burned in my own state when I'was a Chlld., In 1963 all . ‘o
Americans were- outraged by the bombing of the ‘Sixteenth Street’

":-Baptlst Church in.:Birmingham, that took'‘the livés of four prec1ous

K young chlldren., We must never allow that to happen agaln. Co
L Every famlly has a r;ght to expect - that when they walk
'\zlnto a church or synagogue or mosque each week they. will find a house -
of. worship, not the charred remnants of a hateful act done by cowards .

. “in_ the nlght We must rlse up as a national communlty to safeguard -

. “the right’ of. every c1t12en to: worshlp in safety " That is what
,\Amerlca stands for. T - o ‘ c

St ~ As Pre51dent T am determlned to do everythlng in’ my .
igpower ‘to get to the bottom of these church burnlngs as quickly as .
.. possible. "&nd no matter how long' it takes, no matter.where ' the leads
" take us, we w1ll devote whatever resources are necessary to solve

";these crimes. . Today more than 200 . federal ‘agents from the Bureau of ..

‘Alcohol, Tobacco and Flrearms .and the FBI are working with state and
- lécal authorlties to. solve these cases. Fire 1nvest1gators, natlonal .
response teams,. polygraph examiners, and forensic chemists: are - '
,.comblng through. fire sites, interviewing witnesses, and followxng

- leads.’ ‘A task force chaired by our A551stant Attorney ‘General- for
civil Rights, Deval Patrick, and our Assistant Secretary of the -
Treasury for. Enforcement James Johnson,’ is coordinating. these
efforts. FBI Director Louls Freeh and’ ATF Director John. Magaw are:
-also serving on the task force.o -To ‘date there have been a number of
_arrests. Two of . those in custody ‘are known members of the Ku Klux o
‘,Klan., So we are maklng progress, but we must do more.. S

That is why today Iam. announcmng four. steps we are -

,taklng to*fight back. First, I have asked the task. force to: report .
back on thelr progress and to 1et _me know 1f there are other actlonse'

- MORE


http:wheret.he

‘ the federal government can take beyond those underway to stop these:,~
‘crimes. s . . . SO

! ‘ Second I have 1nstructed the "ATF to 1nform churches of
‘ ,any steps they can take to protect themselves from arsonists. -
* churches throughout ‘the South will be visited by ATF specmal agents

to answer any. questions church leaders and parishioners may have ‘We,ﬂ
-+ are also: making:this information avallable to national church T

organlzatlons for distribution tc thelr members

) ; Third T -am- announCing my support for the blpartisan ?j
o leglslatlon 1ntroduced by congressmen John .Conyers. and Henry Hyde to

houses of worship. I look forward to. working with Congress to make
: it even stronger. B v : v .

A\‘

And finally, I'm announc;ng that we are establishing a

a week. . If you have. information -about :who "is: responsible for these .

‘",church flres, please’ call it It's 1= 888-ATF FIRE That‘s 1- 888-~~'

jATF FIRE e o . PR o

,‘, coos . . \’ : , : ‘\ E

" In the end we must all face up tc the respons1bility to“;

:‘end this v101ence._ We must say to those. who would feed their =
.'neighbors what Martin’ Luther. King called, "the stale bread: of" hatred
A”tand sp01led meat of .racism"'-- that 'is not America, that is not our:

R :way We must come" together, black and white: alike, to smother the
,ﬁflres of hatred that fuel this’ v1olence." S .

: I am pleased that the National Council of Churohes of
»,'Christ one of the largest 1nter—fa1th groups in the- country, has -

.. spoken -out ‘against ‘these crimes and is mob11121ng to-assist in the
rebuilding 0f damaged churches. . I encourage communities everywhere
“where- churches have beén burned to roll up their sleeves and help the

\;i;folks there to rebuild their churches

Religious freedom is one of the founding principles of -

our democracy, and the black church has’ historically been the center -

of worship,vself-help and ccmmunity 1ife for mlllions of families in -

i}our country S .,_A_‘ : e (f‘41

2

L » That's why ‘it was so hard for Reverend ‘Terrence Mackey R
”‘to break the news to his daughter last June whén they woke:to ‘find an '
- ash-scarred field'in the spot where only the day before stood their .

church” home, Mt. Zion 'AME-.Church 'in. Greeleyv1lle, SOuth ‘Carolina.

;:;‘Reverend Mackey ‘reassured his daughter with these words:’ He told
" her, "They didn't burn down the church. . They. burned down the"

. building in which we hold church.; The church ls Stlll ins1de all of
- us." R , T 4 )

AR -Avi On June 15;. Reverend Mackey, hlS daughter and his .
congregation will march from the site: of the old church to_a brand -

. t new building And all Americans Wlll march Wlth them 1n spirit.vw\v

Lo T : We ' must all do our part to end this rash of violence.
America is a great country because for more than 200 years we have

. B trived to honor the religious conVictions, -the. freedom, the‘;‘
‘-extraordinary religious leerSltY of our people.. The only way we. can

" succeed. in ‘the 21st century is if we unleash the full power of those J,j
”fconv1ctions in that diverslty and refuse to let anything div1de or . -

Zf.defeat ‘us. :ﬁ"»c T I S

Thanks for listening

Tn, . .. T . o . . . AU

S

i

ER make it easier to bring federal prosécutions against those who attack ..

:lnew toll free number that 'is now available 24 .hours a day, seven days

L LfiV,rxéNprjf G0 . 10:12 A.M. EDT ..
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ﬂ‘hey Couldn’t Burn the Faith Out’

| C?mton Says New Ckurch Stands as Act of Deﬁance Agamst Hate

By John F. Harris .-

Wastungion Post S1aff Writer

GREELEYVILLE, S.C., June 12—
~ The place looks solid. not fanc:\ Ttwas -
buikt with red bricks and topped with a

traditional white steeple.
But this new church nising up from
_ corn fields on a flat back road in the
Jow couritry is an act of defiance, Pres-
- dent Clinton said today in a speech
filled with biblical references, a symbol
that people won't be.intimidated by
the “faise idols of hatred and division.”

Clinton and a host of notables, in- -~

' -clding ‘Jesse L. Jackson and South
Carolina’s Republican attorney gener-

2l, came here to dedicate the new Mt.

- Zioe AME Church. The old one was on

8 gravel road about a mile away, but -
today it is just a whitish patch on the .
ground with weeds growing up. It was .

one of 33 black churches destroyed by

suspected arson-over. the past 18

months, .

“They can burn the. buﬂdmg dovm
but they couldn’t burn the faith out,”
Clinton said. “And so today we cele-
brate the faith of the members of this
church. We celebrate those who have
walked from the fire unharmed, girded
by God's farth”

Clinton in his remarks noted his
own upbrmgmg in the South and that
region’s struggle 1o end the era of Jim
- Crow segregation. “It was thé church

that saved the people until the cnvil
- rights revolution came along,” he said,

" “[ want to ask every citizen in
America 10 say we-are not going

back” he added. “we are not slipping -

‘back to those dark davs” -

- White House ‘aides said. repeatedly

the day had nothing to do with politics,
* and Clinton said “every citizen . . . and
religious leader in this country shou}d
be speaking out against this violence.”
He praised Republican Rep.’ Henry I
Hyde (Tll.), a cosponsor of a bill to im-

pose federal penalties {or church dese-
* gratian.

-Evea 0, Jackson. denounced “those
in blue suits” in Congress who he-said

are fighting civil rights, and those in |

“black robes” on the Supreme Court
who handed down rulings many Afri-
can Americans oppose.

The state’s Republican governor, . .
. David Beasley. staved away, saying he

S

‘felt the occasion “has truly ‘become 2 -
' poht:cal event for the Clinton cam- -

ign.” .
Repub ican National Committee

Chairman Haley Barbour took: the

- same view, calling Clinton’s -visit

“shameless, transparent politics,"

though he later agreed it was “not in-. '
appropriate” for-a pres:dem to make'

suclf 2 visit.

~ But Rep. Bob lnghs a Repubhcan'
© representing a district elsewhere m
- South Carolina, said he was glad Clin--
" ton came and wished other Republi- -
. cans hadn’t made such remarks,

White House aides said Clinton be-

lieves federal law enforcement author-. .-
ties are already responding properly

- to the church bombings, and therefore

he wasn't inclined to launch major pew -

initiatives here, He did announce a se--

ries of smaller steps, including order-

ing the Treasury Department to dis-

tributegmdehncsmbowchmbcsmn

| ' prevent arson attacks.

He also said he would enlist:U.S.

‘mrshabmthemmpmgnagamstthe,f

bombings, in a role that is so far unde-
fined but that a White House official
said may include having the marshals
protect churches thatcouldbeiaung
attack.

: Clmmna!sbencmnagedstatato‘

* . - help congregations rebuild churches
" ‘that have been destroyed. White

House aides said there was precedent

"“for using federal money in this fashion -
'vxtboutmlanngcmsnwumalmv.

If Repubbcans were -accusing Clm-r ‘

ton of attempting to exploit the trage-

dytoshoreupthewppondﬁkﬁmn

Americans in the upcoming election,
many of the blacks in the racially

~ mixed crowd of about 1,000 said that,

if anything, Chinton should have been
quicker to highlight the church burn-

“We wish he'd come earlier, but he

didn't have to come at all,” said Ethel-
len McKnight, 50, from"the nearby '
.community of Kingstree. “He touched
‘base oo some_ of everythmg that we
neededtehw .

. One white manmtheaudxence 38

yw-old Tom O Hare of Sumter,

Ahemmetotheeventhemusehewant

.- ied his 16-year-old daughter to be

gware of the iSsues of racial tolerance
and reconciliation. *“These are going to

. .hethenengenemnonsproblemsto :
*solve,” he said.

While believing that Clinton hit the

right note in his remarks, O'Hare said
" the attacks won't stop unti} people at
" the local level take a stand. “Communi-

ties have to be intolerant of these at-
tacks,” he said. “There are people who

- know who did this, and it's not right to
 tolerate. [Church attacks| are the
‘worst type of hatred that exists.”

But another white person-in the

. crowd said she resented what she saw
- a8 Clinton's implication that whites
solely.are to blame for racial tension in

a bid tp win black votes, :
“Everybody says it’s prejudice

* against the blacks [but] black people

are prejudiced; too,” said Elizabeth Col-
lins, of nearby Manning, who said she
i in ber sixties and volunteered that

d!e -4 Southern Baptist. “If we all

Tor each other we', *get along.”

The different reactions among the
crowd underscored what Jackson, who
flew back to Washington with Clinton

-aboard Air Force One, sudlsClmtons
~ peed “to walk a fine line” on the issue
- of racism.

“t helps for him to expose it, but if

" be’s seen as overexposing, it creates
- an extreme reaction,” said Jackson,
wbo‘admowledged he“thought the ad- -

ministration was slow to deal with the
church-burning issue but praised Clin- -
ton for being “thorough" in his recent .
mvolvmt

. Clinton's tone wassooﬂnngandnon-
. confrontational compared with most

other speakers. The Rev. Joseph Low-
ery, president of the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference, who

spoke before Chinton, implored: “No .

KKK, no skinheads, no Nazis, no nas-

) ties, no Publicans, no Pharisees!”

The new Mt. Zion church was built -
with contributions from around the

- world, a paxishicner said. Work on the

new facility is not quite done, and a
second dedication- will take place this -

~weekend
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f Congregatton
Hit by Arson

"~ By ALISON MlTCHELL

GREELEYVILLE, S.C.. June 12—
Gazing out over a cornfield next 10 a
‘church built near the ruins of one
destroved by arson, President Clin-

- ton today recalled a time of segre-

‘gation-and. lynchings in his native
‘South and implored "every citizen in
“America to say we are not gomng
back.. we are.not st;ppmg back 10
“those dark days.” ‘

Hundreds of peope black and

white. more than the entire popula- .
tion of uny Greeleyville, gathered = .. .

‘outside the Mount Zion " African

Methodist Episcopal Church to hear

the President take a stand agamnst

the wave of arson that has desiroved

- black churches across the South in
the last year and a hall.

Many. of those assembled. drawn

by the charice to see the President,

“had only acquaintances among the

© Mount Zion congregation, whose 90:

vear-old place of worship fell victim
to fire a vear-ago.

In sweltering morning heat, Mr. .

Clinton spoke of surrounding coun-

try lanes that reminded him of his-

native Arkansas, and of a similar
country church where ms great-
grandparents are buried.

 But he also spoke of the lynchings.
the Jim Crow laws and. the abject
poverty that prevailed in the South

when the butlding that first housed
- the Mount Zion church was complet-

cd nearly a century ago.

i
H
i
|
t
|
1
;
i

“1t 1s -the church that saved the .

. people until the cm nghts revolu-
tion came along,” Mr. Clinton said.
-And that, he said. makes it ‘“doubly
troubling™
rights and church leaders ‘present

“for the dedication of the new building '

today. “'t0 see our nativé South en-
" gulfed in a rash of church burnings
-over the last vear and a half.”

Striking a tone sharply different

from that of the ReV. Jesse Jackson,
who before Mr. Chinton's arrival de-
livered a f:ez\ sermon against ""ant)-

hlack mania’ that he said was being.

spread by outlaws and lawmakers
. alike. the President asserted, "We
~must keep this out of politics.” He

to him. and to the civil-

' . praised ‘hoth the Republican and

Democraue sponscrs of a bil} thal

_would make it easier for the Federal

- authorities 1o prosecute cases of ar-

_ son against.-places of worship. .
.The President's visit nonetheless -

breught a spate of criticism from
some Republicans, who said he was

Ausing ‘the ‘misfortune of dozens of

black congregations to serve polijti-
cal purposes. David Beasley, the

. Republican Governor of South Caro- -
. - lina, called the appearance “a politi-
- cal event,

" and said, "'l only hope
that. the President is sincere.”” At a
Washington news conference, Haley
Barbour. the 'Republican national
chairman, said the visit had been
motivated by “transparent. shame-
ess polines ™

jLater. back in Washington, Mr.

Chiton responded by saying he did
not ‘helieve that thost
were aut on that country road in
South Carohna today think this 15 a

political 1ssue.” |

-Mr. Jackson. who apoke here whtle
Mr.  Clinton was touring the site

“where . the origmaL_ church had
‘burned. said a

“kind of anti-black
mama a kmd of white riot,” had
swepl the nation, and he urged the

young people present 1o register m
S vote. _
He said it was not ]ust ‘Klansmen
in white sheets who spread racial .

hatred but also legislators **in blue

" suits who use thinly coded, veiled

race sxgna!s when they say ‘welfare’

" and ‘crime’ and ‘three smkes and -

‘end affirmative action.’

“They're sending signals,” said
Mr. Jackson; who was reared in
South Carolina. “They're sending
messages more profound than their

‘janguage."

Mr. Clinton himself has based

" much of his re-election campaign on

tighter welfare rules and anti-crime
measures. But Mr. Jackson, who re-

turned to Washmgton with the'Presi- .
. dent aboard Air Force One, was
~ clearly referring to Republicans. ~

those people that ‘

é//?/ is
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‘ﬁhnton lVows to End Burmﬁgs of Churches

a Crime: He visits new sanctuary bmlt to replace one set afire in -
South Carolina. But critics say he s trymg to explolt the 1ssue for

.‘ .. polmcal gain.

By JGHNM BRODER .
TNESSTA?F\\RIT‘ER

before a new:church built to replace
one torched by arsonists a vear ago.

GREELEYWLLE 'S.C.—Standing

" . President Clinton on Wednesday vowed to

enlist the full power of the federal govern-
ment to end arv 18-month rash of burnings
the South.

The new M1, Zion African .\fethodm
Episcopal Church. built on a plot of land
carved from a cornfield outside this tiny.
low-country hamlet. will house the 150-
~ member congregation whose. 90-vear-old

" place of worship was burned 1o the ground '

last June 20.

“They can burn the building do»\n but
they couldn’t burn the faith out.” Clinton
told a mixed-race crowd of about 600.people
. {arining theMmveives m the sw ehermg Caro~
‘lina sunshine.

The 33 fires at black churchec demon- .

strate that hatred. division and distrust stili
persist in the United States. despite the
. country’s progress.in race relations. Clinton

said. When the originai Mu Zion church |
was built, Jim Crow laws were still in effect

and lynchings of bl ack peopie were com-
_mon, hesaid. -

The president pleaded 10 keep polmcc out,
of the tragedy. which he called “a.problem

of the heart.”
But his opponents ha\e accused him of

- exploiting the. erimes for political gain.:

South Carolina Repub:\can Gov. David
‘Beasley said that Clinton’s visit 1o his state
Jooked like a campaign evént.

“I only hope that the president is smcere
and |I) fook.forward 1o hearing of his pl ans
R he]p us in our bame to 'stop the fires.”

said Beasley. who turned downan.invita- -

tion to share the podium with the president.
. Republican Nationa! Committee. Chair-

man Haley -Barbour renewed the. debate -
later Wednesda5 in calling the president’ s

trip “"shameless, transparem politics.”
Clinton. responding at a later news confer-

ence. said that the Repubhcans were.

turmng into politics what is a very serious

matter.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson. v«ho preceded
Clinton to the podium. decried elected offi-
c;a}s who “seed the clouds” of hatred with

“racist propaganda.”™

He said that politicians in blue suits use

"thinly coded. veiled race symbols"
divide blacks from w hites.

“We. challenge those bwe suxts in hxgh‘

places: stop race-baiting 1o gain election,”

- Jackson said. “We must not allow fascist
lerrorists 10 sabotage the.. prcmlses of

democracx

The Rev: Joseph Lowers of the Southern
Chnsuan ‘Leadership Conference said that
those who accuse Clinton of injecting poli~
tics into the church burmngs are 'mean and
cruel and spiteful people

“There ain't no way no KKK. no skm-

heads no Nazis, no nasties, no publicans or
Phansees gomg toturn us around.” Lowery

-said. “You can't scare us to death It's too

late” - A
T he presxdem sald that a task force of 200
federal agents'is investigating the

-church burnings. The group will meet today

in Washinglon with U.S. attorneys and top

. FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms agents from the South to discuss

the investigations. They also'will talk about

~how to be more sensitive when questioning .
’possmle wztnecses m the wake of

31

‘ complamts of bullymg tactics by agents

seeking information about the fires. ;
Clinton also has authorized the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Deveiopmem

" to.guarantee private loans to rebuild
destroyed churches and to devote commu-

nity development block grant money for
church restoration.

He also said that he supporis a bxpartzsan )
bill to gpeed prosecution of church arson as
a violation of federal civil rights statutes.

- The bill, which cleared the House Judiciary
' Commmee on Tuesday, is sponsored by
‘Rep. Henry J. Hyde (R 11.) and Rep John
Conyers (D-Mich.}.

A similar rote was sounded by South
Carplina. Alty. Gen. Charlie Conden, a

‘Republican, who attended the Greeleyville

event.
" “This is not going to be tolerated by.the
people of South Carolina of all racial groups

‘and different backgrounds,” Condon said. "I

don't think we need new laws in this area.

- We'll show that by our prosecutions this

will be stopped by the state of South
Carolina.”

Most of the ¢rowd-at the new Mt Zxon
church applauded Clinton's appearance and
expressed appreciation for his determma-
tion to stop the fires.

But Jameés Greene, 66, a retired soil son- .
servation officer, said that Clinton-should
have spoken out sooner.

“Why in heck did he have to wait until all
these churches burned down before he
came here?" asked Greene. “If these were

- black boys burning white churches they'd

have made some examples of them.”

And John Kennedy, 52, of Greeleyville,
said he was pleased that Clinton was-
devoting federal resources to the problem,
but wondered whether the efforts would.
bear fruit.

“I thought it was very nice, but there’ s’
one quesnon-—-—w:ll it help anything?”
Kennedy asked. “He. said what he was
gmgg to do about it, but everything is yet to

e, . .



‘Makescall

for unity at )
S.C. church.f

By Susan
USA TODAY

.GREELEYVILLE, SC. —
. After touring the site of a biack
church leveled by fire, Presi-
dent Clinton called on Ameri-

cans Wednesday to battle rac:.

ism and help rebuild churches
torched in a rash of arsons:
“l want to ask every citizen

‘as we stand on this hallowed

ground together to help rebuild
our churches, to restore hope,

to show the forces of hatred

they cannot win,” he said at the

rebuilt Mount Zion AME B

Church.

He saxd‘ it was ‘doub!y trou- "

bling” to witness the burnings
decades- after the civil rights
" era: “We know that we're not

going back to those dark days,
but.we:are:now reminded that

our job is not done.”

Gov. David Beasley, a Re-

~“‘publican, refused to attend the
ceremony. He accused Clinton -

of political posturing. -

In Washington, Republicans
pushed ahead with legislation
related to the incidents. Rep.

* Jim Lighdoot of lowa said he = .
will introduce a bill to set aside’ .. -

$12 million in the current fiscal
year for the Bureau of Alcohol,

" Tobacco and Firearms (ATF)

to investigate church arsons.
Another $12 million would be

. set aside for fiscal year 1987

‘The ATF has investigated 57
fires at churches of all races

and denominations since Janu-
‘ary 1995, including 33 fires at.

black churches in the South.

“This is not just a problemin

the South, and it’s not just a

" problem for African-American
* churches,” Lightfoot said.

ATF Director John McGaw

 told Congress last month the in-

vestigation is costing his agen-
cy $180,000-a week. FBI offi-

‘ cials also cited high costs.
A House vote is expected

within two weeks on the

Church Arson Act of 1896,

broadening the abilfty of feder-

al authorities to investigate the -
crimes. Richard Shelby, R-Ala.,

3%

ton: Time to rebuild

plans to offer a similar bill in

* " the Senate.

In his remarks, Chmon

P Urged states to use federa]
Community Development’
Block Grants to rebuild

- .. churches. Clinton says he will’
", seek $10 million more.

- P Said US. marshals will
work with a task force to pro-
tect churches. Treasury offi-

- cials are preparing guidelines.

» Challenged businesses,

* charitable organizations and

citizens to contribute money
and time to rebuild churches.
Ciicials from the FBI, the

" Justice Department and the

ATF meet today to coordinate

" efforts and review complaints

by some black ministers that

- l]aw enforcement officials have
‘been insensitive,

. Contributing: Gary Flelds
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By Susan Page
USA TODAY

« GREELEYVILLE SC -
" Clarence Mitchell, whose fam-
. ily has been a part of Mount

Zion AME Church for three
generations, stood on the lot
" next to the rebuilt church and
... beamed as President Clinton
. addressed the congregation.
.+ -..."1 believe it’s political, but so
_ what?” the 38-year-old elemen-

- .- tary school téacher said: “It'sa

. good day for Mount Zion.”
© " Almost a year after the old
.church was burned 1o the

. ground by arson, parishioners
. intheir Sunday best sat on fold- :
.ing chairs outside the red brick

building that'is replacing it.

. On the dais was a remark-
‘abie array of the nation’s pow-
.. erelite: the president, the attor-

ney general, the Treasury
. .Secretary, a senator, IwWo con-
.gressmen and the Democratic
national chairman. :

Lined up along the narrow
“road in front of the church and

adjoining cornfields were eaght '

TV satellite trucks.
The 90-year-oid church in

this town of 520 attracted little -

‘attention when it burned last
~ year. But it was the sixth of 33
- black Southern church fires in

an 18-month period that are -
fast becorrung a national politi-

- cal cause and controversy.
-Officials in both parties trad-
ed accusations of political op-

portunism as Clinton offered

modest new aid to help rebuild
the churches and Republican
congressional leaders prom-
ised quick action on legisiation
to help federa! investigations.
There were some political
- shots at the morming ceremo-
‘ny, held in a wilting heat that
. set a fleld of paper fans into
" motion among the crowd. '

Rxchard "Allén Leonard, a
"South Carolina African Meth-

odist Episcopal church elder,

denounced the “mean and cru-
el and spitetul people” who ac- -
“cuse Clinton of exploitation. . ..
-~ Jesse Jackson denounced -
*blue suits who use thinly -

veiled race symbols” by talking

" about welfare, crime and an'u'
“mative actioh.

Couth Carolma Rep. Bob Ing-
-lis, the only Republican official
on the dais, bristled. "I hope ev-
erybody’s motives are pure,"

-he said. Some Mount Zion el-
- ders reportedly had debated
whether the church risked be- .

ing used for partisan purposes.
But most ‘members seemed

to view the day as marked less

by politics than by great expec-
tatons for their new church,

" which will be formally dedicat-

ed Saturday. Two men have
been arrested in the fire.

" Clinton was conciliatory, de-

liberately artiving after Jack-

son had - spoken, though he
_gave Jackson a ridé back to
" Washington on Air Force One.

the fires a test of the
natigh's racial lerance, he

presented the church's minis
‘ter, the Rev. Terrance Mackey, °

with a plaque: “We must come
together as one America to re-

"build . our ‘churches, restore

hope and show the forces of ha-

tred they cannot-win.” -
“They didn't burn down the
church-— the church is in our

Liearts,” Mackey said. “They -

burned down the building” - -

Roshanda McFadden, 1); °

said she and her friends can't
wait 1o use the new church af-
ter a.year of worshipping in a
‘cramped recreation center.
“When the church burned,

some people cried,” Roshanda.

said, “but I was just sad.”

" Ashley Oliver, 7, is.angry:
“They should be in jail for
burning down black people’s
«churches.”

29
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/Clmten blasts church- burmng

Asks Amencans to speak out agamst racial repre351on

'By Warren P Strobel

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

GREELEYVILLE, S.C. — Presi-
-dent Clinton, declarmg that the

‘United States must not return to
“those dark days" of racial divi:
'sion, 'yesterday called on Amer-
icans to speak out and act against
a spree of burnings of Southem
-black churches.

- Speaking outside'the nearly fin- -

lshed Mount Zion African Method-
ist Episcopal Church. which pa-
rishioners built after - their old
.".church burned to the ground last
- June, the president said the burn-
ings bring back memories of ra-
" cial repression in the South that
preceded the civil rlghts move-
ment.
“I want to ask every citizen in
America to say we are not going

back, we are not slipping back to -

_those dark days,” Mr. Clinton told

a crowd of about 1,500 assembled

in the heat outside the brick-and--
white churchon the edge of acorn-
field.

“Every tlme you hear somebody
use race.or religion as an instru-
ment of division and hatred, speak
up agamst it.” he "'said. “This is
wrong.”. |

Mr. Clmton pledged to “do
everything: I can™ to prosecute
those responsible for the crimes

" and to help communities rebuild. -
But, he pleaded, “Americans must

lead the way, for this is first and

foremost an affalr of the heart ”
. By one count, ‘there have been .-
36 incidents of attacks on ‘black

churches in the South this year,

. with three in the last week alone.
Not all appear to be racially mo- .

tivated, and in some instances; in-
vestigators have said they suspect
‘copycat” criminals are at work.
South Carolina’s Republican
governor, David Beasley. said
Tuesday that Mr. Clinton's visit ap-

. peared to be a pohtlcal event

geared toward hlS re -election cam-
paxgn

"I only hope that the presrdent
is sincere and look forward to’
hearing of his plans .to help us in
our battle to stop the fires.” said

" Mr: Beasley, who did not join Mr.

Clmton for the visit. .
*Clinton does not see a tragedy

- he sees a photo op,” House Major- N
ity Leader Dick Armey, Texas Re-.

publican, said Tuesday.

“That's just the latest in a string
of unfortunate ¢comments by Dick
Armey,” responded” White House
spokesman Michael McCurry.

Republican National Chairman
Haley Barbour renewed the de-

bate yesterday, calling the presi- -

dent’s trip * shameless transpar-

. ent'politics.”

Mr, Clinton at first did not men-
tion his GOP ¢ritics but said: “We

- must keep this out of politics. This

is about America” Later he said
the Republicans were - “turning

_into polmcs whatis a \er) serious .

HO

matter”
Some black leaders who were
present yesterday were more par-

. tisan. The Rev. Jesse Jackson, who - .
- preceded Mr. Clinton, angrlly ac- | -

cused some . leglslators of using
“thinly veiled. racial symbols”

He. directed his remarks at
“those in blue suits who legislate
against equal protection, who.un- -

“fund the EEOC ‘[Equal Employ-

ment Opportunity Commission],
who seek to restrict civil rights,

.engender mequahty and’ racial™

animosity.
In a Washmgton press confer-
ence earlier this week, black min-

~ isters complained about the insen-

sitivity ‘of federal investigators,
who they said often treat them and
their congregations as-suspects.
-Faced with. ministers’ com- -
plaints of federal inaction, Mr.
Clinton has moved smftly in re- .
centdays to highlight the issue. He -

‘made it the theme of his: -weekly
~‘radio address Saturuay, and then

tacked on a visit to this hamlet of
520 people totheendof athree-day -
campaign swing to the West.’

A task force of 200 FBI and

.Treasury Department agents is in-

vestigating the crimes. White

"House officials said.that the US. "
" Marshals Service will join the ef-

fort, and that the Treasury Depart-
ment will begin providing black

- churches in the South w1th safety

mformanon
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Media perplexed
as they investigate
church burnings

| “ Trend went unnoti

By Larry Witham

THE WASHINGTON TIMES'

“The recent surge in news cover- -
age of suspicious fires at Southern -
black churches has raised a new -
race issue in America, but church
. leaders and.-media analysts -are
struggling to determine exactly
what lies behind the trend.

“Inmost cases there isn't evena-
suspect for the crimes, but most of
the major mediu have already de-
cided what the motives are,” said
Ted J. Smith,.a journalism.profes-
sor at Virginia Commonwealth .
University in Richmond. “The .
crimes are being changed into a
debate about race relations.” )

John Seigenthaler, chairman of
the First Amendment Center at
Vanderbilt University, said the me-
dia cannot ignore a pattern of.
black church burnings but should
have begun investigating it care-
fully months ago. ' S

“What I think we're lacking is
the major investigative pieces by
amajor newspaper,” he said. “Usu-
ally when the media missesa story,
they try to make up for it Thus the
recent surge in reporting, Mr.
" Seigenthaler said. -

The mushrooming media atten-

tion came as several events coin-
_cided, said the Rev. Mac Charles
Jones, head of the racial justice
unit of the National Council of -
Churches. His office has been try-
ing to publicize the church-
burning incidents since last year.

" He said a congressional hear-
ing, President Clinton’s weekly ra-
dio address- last Saturday, and
church torchings in North Caro-.
lina and Texas over the weekend .
set off the national media yblitz',

ced until recent

el L ge . .
“vouod:r was taking this seri-

", ously until now because it wasn't

coming out of the New York Times

" or. The Washington Post or The

-Washington Times,” Mr. Jones said
by telephone from Richmond.
" *What has to'stay on the national

" agendaisnot just the churchburm-

ings but the whole climate"i on
race and justice, Mr. Jones said.
“When you do this kind of work,
there's always the risk of a back-
lash” -~ - 7

‘Many of those interviewed -

noted that USA Today and many
" local papers, such as the State in
" Columbia, §.C., gave strong, de-

" tailed coverage to the arson cases. -
 But only now are the stories being
- reported natignwide, heightening

the racial drdfa. - - .

" National talk-show host Diane

-Rehm on her WAMU radio show
yesterday called the church burn-
- ings “fires of racial injustice” e

Cartoonist Herblock of The Post
rendered a white male running up
a hill, torch in hand, toward a black

~ church amid moss-draped trees.

_And CNN, which followed Mr.
Clinton to a healing service at a
‘South Carolina church, labeled its:

-~.coverage the “Clinton church-
burning tour” The night before, .

CNN ran footage of fires from the

- 1960s civil rights clashes. \

The Rev. Henry -Lyons, presi-;
dent of the National Baptist Con-
vention USA Inc., said in a tele-

. 'phone interview from Florida that

the media flurry has merit, but he
cautioned- it might fuel high emo-

. tions. . - ‘ . -

Al
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. “These burnings wake up old

.. . fears and open old wounds on ej-

- ther-side of the fence” he said.

_ “The church burnings remind me - ﬁ

of the Ku Klux Klan and the Night .
Riders and cross burnings. It
wakes up.this same kind of fear in

" the white community. But you got
'to report it ' ' '

‘ Mr. Lyons was among the 40
clergy who came to Washington on
Sunday and Monday to meet with
administration officials. o
‘ Mr._Jones‘ organization, work-
ing with the Center for Constitu-
tional Rights and.the Center for
Democratic Renewal, documents

56 black churches torch ]
o) ‘ ched since

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms told Scripps Howard
Tuesday that it knows of 123
church arsons in the past five
years. At least 44 of them were at
white churches and synagogues .
torched by two men said to hold
grudges against their own Protes-
tant and Jewish backgrounds.:

In the black church burnings;

federal officials have rounded up

only a few suspects. In three

- church fires, the defendants are

members of the' Ku Klux Klan and

otlier white-supremacist groups.

~ A “disturbed” 13-year-old girl
was arrested Sunday in Charlotte,
N.C, for a church fire there. -
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_,Cllnton V131ts Burned Church Laments ‘False Idols of Hatred’

Eds: SUBS 2 grafs for 9th graf pvs, Recalling his, to UPDATE with
Barbour-Clinton exchange on polltlcs, SUBS last graf pvs to UPDATE

. with Capitol Hill response : o . , R '

" By JOMN KING S

AP Polltlcal Writer. S T : :

. . GREELEYVILLE, S.Cc. (Ap) - Presmdent Cllnton promised more
federal help to 1nvest1gate arson fires at Southern black churches
but said Wednesday any lasting solution rested on Americans . -

reaching across rac1al lines to "show the forces of hatred they

* cannot’ win.

Cllnton 1gnored Republlcan CrlthS who said his visit to one
arson site was little more than a campaign stunt de51gned to:
strengthen his already strong support among black voters. But
several black leaders rebuked Clinton’s GOP critics, who included .
House Majorlty Leader Dick Armey of Texas and South Carollna Gov.
David Beasley.

' Richard Allen Lecnard, a South Carollna African Methodlst

Episcopal Church elder, sald those qguestioning Clinton’s motives .

- were "mean and cruel ‘and splteful people" who dld not want racial

harmony. '

~UNo KKK ‘no sklnheads no Nazls no nastles no Republlcans no
pharlsees - nobody turn us around, " Leonard -said.

‘ ‘Two-time Democratlc pre51dent1a1 candidate Jesse Jackson sald

Republlcans "are sending signals, they are. sendlng messages" by

~trying to repeal aff1rmat1ve action programs and cut federal

financing for -agencies that enforce anti-discrimination laws. He
specifically criticized House Speaker Newt G;ngr;ch and presumptLVe

GOP presidential nominee Bob Dole.

' ~"We challenge those wearing blue suits in high places' Stop
race baiting to gain. election,” said Jackson.

Clinton, however, chose far more con0111atory language after
touring the ruins of the Mount Zionh AME church and then kneeling
for prayer-in a new church bullt 1n a cornfleld about a mlle from
the rubble.

"We must keep this out of pOllthS ", Cllnton sald pralslng
the blpartlsan effort in Congress to pass leglslatlon maklng it
easmer to’ prosecute: such arsons.

, Republican National: Commlttee Chalrman Haley Barbour renewved the’

debate later Wednesday in calllng the pre31dent’s trip "shameless

transparent politics."

- Clinton, responding at a later news conference, said-the
Republicans were "turning into polltlcs what' is a very serious
matter," and that does not serve the country ‘well.

Recalling his own upbringing in Arkansas during the days of
segregation and then the civil rights movement; Clinton dellvered
_an emotional appeal in South Carollna for rac1al and rellglous
"tolerance. :
- -"Every house of worsth in Anerlca must be a sacred place,"

" Clinton said. "Any place where people_gather to worship according

""6\ | Con"@a
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,—to the dlctates of thelr consc1ence should be protected from
_v1olence "
- “Roughly- 1 500 people‘-’nearly three tlmes the populatlon of tiny
,Greeleyv1lle -.gathered near the corn stalks out51de the new. church
‘on a steamy June day.

" "We see in the rebulldlng of this church that the. false ldolS'_.

of Hatred and. lelSlon did not win," Clinton said. »
" Mount Zion AME -is ‘one of 32 black churches across the .South that

’»have been burned in’ the past 18 months, 1nclud1ng four in the past
10 days. Federal 1nvest1gators have not established a link between
any of the fires, but have speculated many could be ‘copycat

episodes. Two suspects are charged in the Greeleyv1lle flre, which
occurred a year ago.

Quotlng the- scrlpture ahd the late Martln Luther Klng, Cllnton
sald the rash of fires was proof that for all the progress in
bridging America’s ra01a1 lelde, Ywe . have to march on untll
victory is won." A
: The. new church. is to be- off1c1a11y dedicated Saturday Its -
paster, the Rev. Terrence Mackey, told Clinton: "They didn’t burn
down the church - the church 1s in our . hearts They burned down the
building." .- . -

' Clinton, in turn;’ presented the congregatlon w1th a plaque for °
.the church that read, "We must come together as one America to ‘
rebuild our churches, restore hope, and show the forces of - hatred
they cannot win." i " :

"~ Clinton said he’ had asked Attorney General Jahet Renc to convene

a Thursday meeting of U.S. attorneys, FBI agents and officials from -
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to coordinate.
investigations under c1v11 rights and other laws and determine ‘if

additional resources were necessary.

Already, Clinton ‘said, 200 federal agehts were- werkrng on. the
cases, in addition to state and local authorities.

Clinton also instructed the’ Treasury Department and the U.S.
Marshals Service to issue guldellnes on steps churches can take to

\ ..protect themselves from arson. He also told the Department of

Housing and Urban Development to help states use Community ,
Development Block Grant money to assist with church rebuilding. And
Clinton called on Congress. to approprlate an additional $10 million-
so the federal government could guarantee loans for rebulldlng
efforts..
But he sald there was only so much government could do.
"Americans must lead the way, for this ‘'is. flrst and foremost an
affair of the heart," Clinton said. "And our heart must .be purged
of any. temptatlon to go back to the kinds of division that cost us
so dearly, espécially here in the Southern- part of our country."
, On Capitol Hill, lawmakers asked for an immediate vote on a
resolutlon condemnlhg the burning of Afrlcan—Amerlcah churches. And )
"Rep. Jim’ nghtfoot R-Iowa, chalrman of the Appropriations’ R
© Committee panel in charge of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms, said he planned to add $12- mllllon to the ATF budget to.

help stop the flreSt
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D HAN IS CHARGED

¥ LI BAR BEATING

Detective Already in -Cust‘bdy‘ |

Held Gun, Witnesses Say

'By DAN BARRY

WESTHAMPTON  BEACH; LI, &

June 12 — The Suffiolk. County Dis-
trict Attorney's. officer today - pre:
sented a new scenario of the Memiori- .
- .al Day Weekend beating of a black
man. one mn which a-whie New York
City police officer did not assault the -
~ vicum but rather held bystanders at |
bav with. a gun vhile 3 compamon
did the pummeling with a steed club

Then, late this afternoon. District

Attorney James M. Catterson Jr. un-

derscored the change in the official.
veremnn by znnouncing that a second

man had been charged with first-
degree assault: Ausun Offen, 25, a-
convicted felon from Floral Park

who was with the officer, Deteetive | _ '
" mains hospitalized, but his condition,

Constantine Chronis, during those
- moments of violence. Investigators -
indicated that they believe Mr. Offen
might have committed the assault.

The day's roller-coaster develop-

ments in a wav captured the ups and_

downs of a highly publicized case. At
first, there was speculation that sev- .
eral New York City -police officers
were involved in a predawn fracas
outside- the Club Marakesh. disco-
théque here. Now, investigators say
that only one officer was involved,
Detective Chromis,. = :

But what sparked the violence re-
mains unclear. Some witnesses say
raciai epithets -touched it off, but
investigators have vet to provide an
authoritative account. o

Mr. Offen, who was arrested out-
side a relative's home in Queens, had

spent a recent weekend undergoing -
intensive gquestioning, during which- -

he maintained that he had been set
upon by a group of blacks during that
night of violence and had nothing to

do with the beating of Shane L. Dan-

iels. For days, he was described by
his lawyer as a cooperating witness

_who might testify before the grand

jury, but his.status changed, officials

said, as the investigation continued. ¢ -
*'He fell into the net, and it was '

time to take him out,”” Mr. Catterson

,said. - - .

Further supporting the new sce-
nario — an account that conflicts
with the previous faw enforcement
version identifying - -
Chronis as the attacker — prosecu-
tors presented.two witnesses at .a
court bearing todav. While thé detec-
tive listened with furrowed-brow, one
identified him as having wielded the

‘gun, while the other. a Marine. said
. .he “'resembled” the gunman. -
- At the end ot the heanng, which--

was to evaluate the case and to con-
sider a bail-reduction regquest, a

Westhampton Beach village -court -

justice  ordered that Detective

_Chronis-continue 10 be held :m heu of .
§] mulhioni bond. He has been.in Suf-

folk County jail in Riverhead since
hus arrest on a first-degree assault
charge on May 28, two days after the

"-beating.

Mr.. Daniels, 21, of Riverhead, re-

once grave, is now satisfactory and
is said to be improving rapidly.

_ Mr. Catterson teday acknowledged
the changes in the official scenario of

the violence that brokeé out at 4 AM.
“on May 26. But he said that, in either

case, Detective Chronis “acted in
concert’” with othérs in the actions

. that left Mr. Daniels sprawled on the

pavement and slipping into a coma,
s skull fractured from .repeated
Blows to the head. 'Either way, he’s
egually’culpab)e." he said.

»The prosecutor said that recon-
structing events — in a dimtly lighted

" parking lot where people had been

drinking heavily - had proved to be

a'formidable, two-week mission fora -

team of investigators. complicated
by conflicting accounts’ from wit-

nesses. “Now we have a pretty good

idea of who did what,” he said.

" =Mr. Catterson aiso said that pros-
ecutors were presenting their case to
a grand jury, which was expected fo

hand .up one. or more indictments
within the next two weeks. He said

his office would clearly lay out for
the grand jurors the individual ac-
tions of Detective Chronis, Mr: Offen
and two other men so far only identi-
lied as Vinnie and Frank. *‘The the-

Detective’

B PAGE:

ory will go forward that there was
multiple responsibility,” he said.

‘The closest Mr. Catterson came to
identifying Mr. Offen as the attacker.
'was 1o, share snippets of what he
called a productive meeting this

" morning with the Rev. Al Sharpton,

who has been advising friends of Mr..
Daniels who witnessed the attack. He
said Mr. Sharpton indicated that his
investigation — based on the recol-
lection of a witness - suggested that
Detective Chronis held the gun while
Mr. Offen beat Mr. Daniels.

**He had some witnéss who put the

- club in Austin ‘Offen’s hands,” Mr.

Catterson said.. 'l didn't disagree
with him when he said things like
that. He confirmed facts that we
uncovered in the last two weeks."”
After a week of no activity in the
highly publicized case. today pre-
sented a ‘series of twists and wrns
that began in-Riverhead, where an
aborted bail hearing in the criminal
court building packed a small court-
-Toom with reporters, the friends and
family of Mr.  Daniels, lawyers and
even several Southampton College
journalism class students. -
.- The loud chatting stopped the mo-
ment Detective' Chronis “appeared,
‘wearing a crisp white shirt, a double-
breasted off-green suit and cuffs that
locked his wrists from behind. It was
his first public appearance since his

arraignment two weeks ago. The
bandage he once wore over his right
eye was gone, showing an’inchlong
scar. L o

- In seeking his clieni's freedom, the
_detective’s lawyer, Stephen A. Gross-
man, of Sag Harbor, argued that the
;l million bond was excessively puni-
tive for an assault case, particularly
one in which #t was.unclear whether
his client committed any act of vio- .
lence. He said Detective Chronis — a
10-year police veteran and the father
of two children ~ presented no risk
of flight. '

But John Collins, an Assistant Dis-

trict Attorney, provided a broad, at

“times chilling account of Detective

Chronis’s actions, one in which he
was at the very least a principal in a
singular_moment of brutality. “Mr,
Dange_ls ‘endured a vicious, Savage
beating, and it was at the hands of

" this defendant and his compadres,”

he said.
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~~“EXECUTIVE GFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT  LRM NO: 4743
- OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET :
Wa'shlngton' D.C. 20503-0001 FILE NO: 2479

. URGENT “ ' | ; shame SRAN | ".'TotalPage(s)i

LEGISLATSVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM

~ TO: Legislative Liaison O & Distribution below; -
FROM: Janel FORSGREN J/é&ax (for) Assistant Director for Legisiative Reference

OMB CONTACT: Joseph FIRSCHEIN ~ 385-1483
| FAX # 395-1307

SUB.UECT: ”REVISED“ HUD Proposed Draft Bill on Supp!emental Appropnaﬁons for
©in %‘Tuﬁons Damaged by Vnolent Adts

DEADLINE: '10:00 a.m. Monday, June 17,1996
In accordance with OMB Circular A-18, OMB requesis the views of your agency on the above subject before
advising on its relationship to the program of the President. .

Please advise us If this It'e'm will afféct direct spending or receipts for purposes of the
" "Pay-As-You-Go" provisions of Title Xiil of the Omnlbus Budget Reconciliation Act of 18590,

COMMENTS Mm& sttached is HUD draft supplemental appropriations language authorizing -
oan guarantees for comnmunity or religious institutions that have been damaged in connection with

acts of arson or terrorism.

AGENCIES: - C - EOP:
81-JUSTICE - Andrew Fois - 2025142141 ( AT fé*JT'O"’ Olfm of Leqal Counm.) J. Minarik/K. Kizer
76-National Economic Council - Sonyia Matthews - 2024562174 A Rhinesmith
. 118-TREASURY - Richard S Carro 2028221146 . Ken Schwartz
Steve Redbum
Joseph Firschéin - -
_ Dawn Chirwa -
Katherine Meredith
Harry Meyers
. : . ‘ ’ o - Merk Schwaitz
R - - David Haun
/ , , Ed Chase
: } ‘ . Kim Burke
/p : , g © C.Timberlake .
4 O : o . W.(Chsng -
‘ 6\ o ' : « . Roz Rettmnan
' ~ 4/ ’ ~ . Stephen Neuwuth
K ) R , - OMB LA
g o : Chuck Kiéffer
~ X Tracy Thofnton
Janet Murguia
Dennis Burke
Molly Brostrom
Elien Seidman
Mark Mazur .
Stephen Wamath
~ Elena Kagan
- Jill Blickslein
Jim Murr
Bob Pellicel
Jim Jukes
Ron Jones
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- RESPONSETO . LRMNO:4743
LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM - FILE N'o:z47'9}

If your response to this request for views ns short {e. g concur/no commen(), we prefer that you respond by e-mall or

by faxing us this response shest.
-If the response Is short and you prefer to caﬂ please call the branch-wide line- shown beI0w (NOT the analyst's fine)

lo leave a message wnh a Ieglslatwe assnstant

You may 8lso respond by:

(1) calling the analystlattorheys direct line (you wnll be connected to vo:ce ma:l if the analyst does not answer) or

(2) sending us a memo or letter.
Please include the LRM number shown above, and. the Subject shown below,

TO: Joseph FIRSCHEIN  385.1483 ‘ P
Office of Management and Budget S : o
Fax Number: 395'1307

FROM: . ... (Date)

. (Name)

p : e {Agency)

(Telebhoné)' *

" SUBJECT: **REVISED* HUD' Proposed Draft Bil! on Supplememal Appropnatmns for
Institutions Darhaged by V»olent Acts

The following is the response of our agency to your request for views on the above-caplioned subject:
. { ‘ . : . . . .
_ Concur -

) i NO 6bjeclicn

No Comment

See proposed edits on pages

Other'

FAX RETURN of e pages atlached to this féesponse sheét
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Loan Guarantee Récovery Fund
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Ghe New ijl_otk E’muca

Chnton Seeks Money to Halt Church Fn'es :

By STEVEN A. HOLMES .
WASHINGTON, July 2 — Declaring that he

wanted to “maintain a wall of protection” around °

Southern black churches, President Clinton said to-
day that he would seek Congressional permission to
spend $6 million to help the local authorities halt a
recent wave of arson attacks that has struck black
houses of worship.

“These attacks against Afr;can-Amencan
churches and other houses of worship are an affront
to -our most basic beliefs of religious liberty and

racial tolerance,” Mr. Clinton said in a ceremony in

the White House Rose Garden.’

The announcement is the latest effort by the
White House and other government institutions to
show concern.over the epidemic of fires and vandal-
ism that has burned down or damaged 73 black

- churches since the beginning of 1995. Congress will

soon consider a $24 million appropriation over two

years for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and- Fire«
< arms to investigate church fires, o

‘Last week Congress passed legislation ‘that
would allow Federal prosecution of people who burn

DATE; 7 3’9‘

A/c

AGB H

’

. houses of worship and permit Federal judges to
sentence thase found guilty to 40 years in prison —

" double the average maximum term for state arson

charges. Mr. Clinton said he would sign the bill.

. Administration officials said the $6 million initia-
tive announced today would be directed to 12 South-
ern and border states: Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee and
Virginia, Mr. Clinton said the money would allow
every county in these states to hire a new police
officer for the summer; or could be used for other
purposes like hiring private security guards.

There are 1,037 counties in the 12 states; thus,
each county will receive about $5,785 if the money is

_divided evenly.

“These new officers, working with local police .
and Community Watch groups, can maintain a wall of
protection to ward off people who would strike out in
hate at a house of worship,” the President said in
announcing the new spending.

Congressional Republicans said they had not yet

- seen details of Mr. Clinton’s proposal and therefore .
could not say how well it would fare on Capitol Hill.
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‘Pr‘e‘sident‘

- Seeks Funds

“for Church'h
| ,Secunty

n Flres. President calls
for $6 million to i mcrease '

federal role in wake of
arsons. Money would be

e “channeled to police -
.- agencies in 12 Southern

states.

By MARC LACEY -
TIMES STAFF WRITER

ASHINGTON—Seeking to
increase the federal role in
combating arson at black church-
es, President Clinton on Tuesday

_called for channeling $6 million in

government funds to beef up

security around rural churches,
~The money, which must ‘be

approved.by Congress, would go

to law enforcement agencies in’
‘the 12 Southern states that have .

been hit hardest’ by the roughly 40

church burnings in the last year
and a half. It would be designated -

to hire additional officers, pay for
overtime patrols, increase light-

“ing around outlying churches and

other security measures, Chnton

- said.

“This is a struggle against rac-

ism and religious bigotry, and we

will escalate that struggle as nec-

* essary with enough people-power

and willpower to make sure that
struggle is won,” Clinton said

. outside the White House before
"leaving on a campaign trip to
~ Chicago. '

As he spoke. church and com:
munity leaders were meeting

" . with state law enforcement offi-
- cials in Washington to coordinate

their response to the rash of
arsons. )

05 Angeles Times

'_Cengress passed a bill Tuesday
that doubles federal penalties for

_anyone convicted of burning a

church, and Clinton said that he is
eager to sign the measure. He

urged congressional leaders to - -
quickly allocate the $6 million for ‘

.-the Justice Department to pay for i

~improved securlty Lt CTrEem

. Rural black churches have

“proved particularly vulnerable'to

arson attacks hecause many are

" outside the coverage of normal

police patrols. The additional .

money is designed in part to pay

for more patrols and other secu- .
rity measures. -
- The fires are “an affront te our

most basic beliefs in rehgxous lib-

erty,” Clinton said.

The states that would be eligi-

" ble to receive the funds are Ala-

and erglma

he Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, which

"responds primarily to natural

disasters, is also being called on to
organize arson watch teams and
conduct .safety inspections of
churches.

Clinton said that the only last~
ing solution will be to “change the
atmosphere in the country.”

“If you've seen the profiles’
-coming out on a lot of the people

.who have been charged with

" “theseé church burnings,”
said, there does not seem to be a_

Clinton

discernible conspiracy “but

~ instead a lot of people who share

common problems—people who
have disappointments in their
own lives, frustrations in their
own lives, and somehow think ...

‘T'm just going to be mad and burn

- a black church,” " he said.

24
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Clmton addresses church ﬁres

Seeks a shift in funds to battle burnings, vows Vrctory

Ffom cnmbmod drspatcnes

President Clinton designated $6 :
million yesterday to fight church

burmngs in a dozen states and
- pledged as much more money and

.manpower as needed “to make

sure the struggle is won”

Mr. Clinton discussed the recent
fires in 'a White House gathering

and then.again later in Chicago,

continuing the attack against “rac-
ism and religious bigotry” that he
has incorporated into many recent
speeches and appearances.

The arrangement would be
flexible enough to allow police to
* “patrol the back roads, to visit the

- churches, to keep watch for signs
_of trouble,” Mr. Clinton said. Police

- also could use the money to install
flood lights, hire pnvate security

guards or pay overtime to current :

officers.

It would go to oommumnes in -

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Lomsxana, Maryland Mis-
sissippi, North Carolina, Okla-
homa, South Carolina, Tennessee
and Vrrgrma

. Mr Clinton's request for shift-
ing $6 million in Justice Depart-

" ment money for prisons to investi-
gate church burnings would first
have to be approved by Congress.
'But the House has already ap-

proved a $24 million plan — $12.

million for fiscal year 1996 and $12
' nulhon for the next frscal year —

making it hkely that Congress will
go ahead with its plan first, said a
congressional aide.

The House Appropriations
Committee has marked up a
spending bill that provides the $24
million to the budget for the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and

Firearms.The Senate is -expected
" to follow.

- Mr. Clinton said he would sign a

: 'brll approved by Congress last
’ week that would double the maxi-

mum prison term for church

attacks to 20 years. And he issued
.-a proclamation declaring July a

“national month of unity” during
which religious leaders of all

- faiths should stress healing and

tolerance from their pulpirs. o

“We need to change the atmos-
phere in the country” Mr. Clinton

said in" Chicago before the Na- -

tional Council of Senior Citizens.
“We dare not allow this to continue
without every American of -con-
science — without regard to their
race, their religion or their politi-
cal party — speakmg_up agamst
t H

Meanwhile, nine attomeys gen-
eral gathered with law enforce-
ment officers and church pastors
at Howard University to discuss

what. they could do to prevent

church arson. -They_represented

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mary- -
land, Massachusetts, Mississippi,

Oklahoma, South Carolma and., :

Virginia. . )
More than 40 churches, mamly; :
in Southern states and with pre-

dominantly black congregations,

have beeri burned in the past 18

- months. Federal officials also are .
" looking into a number of suspi- -
.cious fires that consumed other

houses of worship and churches
with majority white congrega-

tions during the same time span..- ~

Investigators say many of the

* fires don’t appear to be racially .

motivated. The blazes have
touched off a wave of humanitar- -
ian outpouring to help rebuild
burned-out sanctuaries. -

Of 38 church fires in Alabama
since 1990, 18 have occurred in
white churches said John  Rob-
ison, Alabama state fire marshal.
Many. of the fires at black
churchés, he said, were set by peo-
ple attempting to -conceal burg-
laries, by wayward youth or those
who have troubled relatlonshlps

- with church officials.

“To say that all church fires
must be racially motivated — I .
‘cannot accept that,” Mr. Robison

.said.” “Arson is affectmg every-

body. Itis not black. Itis not white.”. ‘
However, Virginia Attorney

. General James S. Gilmore III said

he was sure that race played some

“factor in many of the fires.
® Paul Bedard conmbuted to'this

report.
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’-South S Top Lawmen Yow to Stop

' Wave of Arsons at Black Churches

DATE: _¢ Z '&J ’76

D. C Conference Condemns Bummgs, Clinton Promzses Federal Azd

By Debbi Wilgoren

* Washingron Post Staff Writer .

Eight attorneys general from

southern states came to Howard |

UniveTsity yesterday for-a summit
with African American leaders,

- sledging to do everythmg in their

Jower to stop the arsons that have
swept predommantly black church-
s mostly in their region. '
* Sharing the podium with clergy and .
avil rights activists, they compared

’ »ietaﬂsoftheappromnatelyMChm‘ch

yumings, discussed possible motives

nd spoke—in sometimes vague
‘erms—about how to prevent blazes.

“We are determined . . . to deny

ny comfort zone, of any kind, to '
hese.perpetrators of racism,” said -

Virginia Attorney General James S.
;dm’ore HI (R). “We're proud that

ve're here as southerners to set ’

‘his kind of example.” :
At the White House, President Clin-

on announced that he was earmarking -~ -

| ﬁnﬂhonmfedem}axdtonnpmvese«

arity at rural southern churches. He ;

so promised to sign a bill, passed by
Jongress earlier in the day, that would
louble federal penalties for anyone
“onvicted of burning a church. ,
“This is a struggle against rac-
sm and religious blgotry, Climon
aid. “And we will escalate that
-truggle as- necessar) with-enough
weople powér and wnllpower to
nake sure that struggle is won.”
* Gilmore, chairman of the south- ..

. erm region of the National Associa- -

" tion of Attorneys General, con-

vened the summit at Howard's Di- -

“vinity School campus in Northeast
Washington. It drew local and na-

_ tional religious and civil rights lead-
_ers, officials from church insurance

" agencies and investigators from
. federal and local agencies that are
- probing the blazes. Attorneys

“Wé are detennmed ~

.. to deny-any
" comfort zone, of any
* kind, to these

) perpetmtom of

—-erguua Attomey General
James S. ‘ Gilmore Il

general—all white men—from Ala-

bama, Florida, Georgia, Maryland,

Mississippi, Oklahoma and Squth -

Carolina attended, in some s

bringing representatives from
" burned churches in their states.-
‘They added their voices to a .
growing chorus of condemnation of - -
* the burnings. Organizations rang-
“ing from the liberal National Coun-

cil of Churches to the conservative

 Christian Coalition have held news .

conferences, demonstrations and

prayer services to express their
outrage and support.- '

Chnistian and Jewish groups are

- donating millions of dollars to help ,
churches rebuild. Busloads of volun- -

teers are showing up to hammer and

. saw. The American Baptist Church
USA, a 1.5 million-member black de-

nomination, has declared July 14 a

* national day of prayer in response to
the fires. And the Washington-based-

Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights
Under the Law is offering free legal
advice and representation to-any

*churcht}mthasbeenbumed

Mississippi Attorney General

Michael Moore said those who

have tried to destroy churches in

.- that'state ended up doing the exact
"<~ opposite. “They have kindled -the
;- greatest kindred spirit among

white and black—working hand to
hand, money to money, rebuilding

what’s best in us.” o

Underneath the goodwxu how-

~ ever, tension and frustration were '
- evident yesterday. A fire marshal’s -

remark that some of the burnings
may not have been racially motivat-

~ “ed brought hisses from the audi-
-+ ence. When Gilmore agreed with a
- speaker who said any burning of a

black church by a white person
should be considered racially moti-

* vated unless proven otherwise, the
" audience broke into Joud applause.-

~ Investigators who have made ar-
rests in some of the cases have

" found nio evidence of a national con-
“spiracy to burn churches. Yester-

day, however, several speakers
blamed a widespread atmosphere
of racial hatred created in part by

* biased law enforcement and ‘divi-
- sive electoral politics.

“They helped create this cli-

- mate,” Barbara Arnwine, executive

director of the Lawyers Committee
for Civil Rights Under the Law,
said in an interview.

She and others urged the attor-

neys general to vigorously prose-
cute all bias crimes and alleged po- -
lice mistreatment of blacks and.to
send a message to their staffs that

such offenses are top priority.
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i orum targets

church fires

le nghts panel

‘returns to site

of tumultuous ’60s

By Debble Howlen ‘
USA TODAY :

. BOLIGEE, Ala. — In a sweltering -
high school cafeteria, the crowd grew:
as still as the summer air when the Rev,

Levi Pickens stood to speak his piece.
““1 am just astonished at what's going
on. Every time you turn on your TV,

you hear about a fire,” said Plckens,'

whose Mount Zion Baptist was one of
three churches that burned here. “We
have a problem. We need to admit we

"have a problem. We need to have
. enough love in our hearts to solve our

problem.”
. The US. Commission on Civil Rishts
is holding public forums in six states '
during the next 16 days to discuss suspi-

cious fires at 67 Southern black

churthes in the past 18 months. -

man of the comm!sion.

The Justice Department- has- ex-

. panded its investigation of arsons at
black churches in the South to in-
clude 18 previously unreported fires

- investigation. - -

The department is ‘now lookmg‘
into at least 67 fires at black
churches since Jan. 1, 1995. .

“If there is'any fire that we didn't

Justice Dept. expands arson probe

. presidential arson task force, said
found by.a two-month USA TODAY
'stnp have been hit.

_now just to find out how broad” the

already know about, we're now look-

mg into nt." said Mymn Ma:lin, .Ius- f By‘((i‘my Fields

tice Deparunent spokesman. :
Deval Patrick, co-chairman of a -

federal agents across the country
are surveying local authorities to de- |
términe how many: houses of ‘wor-~

“We're taking some ‘Steps right

scope of church fires is, Patrick said.’

“Tne neanng are the frst in the |

South by the commission since the tu-
mult.of the '60s, when the commission
investigated public atﬁtud& on school
integration. . -

Nine black churchs have bumed in
Alabama,threeofihemlnaoligee,aru-‘
ral town 95 miles south of Birmingham
that remains largely segregated.

" The aim is twofold .

» Question local, state and rederal
law enforcement officials about the pro-
gress of investigations into the fires. .

» Examine the-soclal conditions in
each of the states as part of a larger, na-

 tional study on racial tension.

The ‘church fires are “a manifesta-

"tion of the racial tension that's out

there,” said Mary Frances Berry, chair-

“We’re not fighting in the streets and .
slapplng each other every day,” sajd_ A

- who burned these churches,”

Garrlc Spencer. chairman of the
.Greene County Commisst :
But, he said, the unalr-condlﬁoned

" public school where the forum was held

is 99.9% black, while the private War-
rior Academy is 100% white.

“Black and white in this county have
g0t to come together, first through
schools and then through churches”
Spencer sald. -

The other effort Tuesday was a push

. to solve the arsons.

“We do need to. find the. perpetm-,

tors,” Berry said. “The important thing

is for ‘people to understand they can't
get away with it That's why it's impor-
tant for these people to be found.”

Panel members.spent more than an
‘hour questioning ‘Robert Langford of
the FBI and Jim Cavanaugh of the Bu- .
reau of Alcoho! Tobacco and Firearms., -

“We have not made significant pro-
gress toward identirying the individuals
Langford .
said. “There is a total lack of evidence.”

"Said Cavanaugh, “We have aggres-

siveély pursued every case thaf ‘has

*... come to our attention. Some of our . R

agents have worked to axhaust!on.
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After Fi :res, Some Black Churches Face

By RONALD SMOT}!ERS

ATLANTA, July 2 — A few of the .
black Southern congregations whose
. churches have burned over the last

18 months are reporting problems in-
keeping insurance coverage or- ob-
taining new policies. -

Mount Calvary Missionary Baptlst
Church in Bolivar, Tenn., is among
four congregations that have report-
ed insurance problems. The church’s

policy on a sanctuary rebuilt after a- .
fire in January 1995 was not renewed .

1ast month, though the insurer said it
ended its coverage because of the
large number of clalms against -the

policy.

The Rev. Algie Jarrett of Mount
Calvary said -he felt ‘“real -edgy” -

-about going without insurance, but so
far had been unable to find another
insurer to write a policy for the 150-
member church.

“When one drops you, it's hard to

get another one to plck you up,” Mr
Jarrett said.

with national attention focused on
the church fires, the recent reports of
insurance cancellations are raising

questions, even though there is no -

widespread pattem of loss of insur-

_‘ance coverage, interviews with state

insurance commissioners, black

‘ministers and groups like the

N.A.A.CP. showed.
Most states prohibit discrimina-

non in issuing insurance pohcxes and.
* set strict standards for ‘companies .
that cancel or fail 10 renew pohcaes '
George Dale, the Mississippi Com- -

missioner of Insurance, said, “It

“would be extremely foolish in this: :

political climate,” whén the fires are
receiving such wide publicity, for a
.company to.appear 1o be reacting to

the fires by not renewing or cancel-
ing policies. Mr. Dale speculated that | ’
it would wind up '‘costing them thou- -

sands in bad public relations.”
Both Salem Baptist Church in'tiny

Humboldt, Tenn., and St. ‘Paul's Lu- . .
theran Church in Dallas were noti- "
fied by their insurance companies ..
- shortly after recent fires that their -

policies ‘would not be renewed. To

date only the” Dallas ‘congregation .

has been abie to find another compa-
ny willing to consider insuring it.

-Mr. Jarrett of Mount Calvary
Church said that even attracting the

attention of Vice President Al Gore
with whom he and other western
. Tennessee pastors met last Thurs-
* day, had so far not solved their prob
lem.

Insurance Troubles

PR

' “He said that they would look into

it,” Mr. Jarrett said, referring to his

“'meeting with Mr. Gore. "‘But we pay
our premium on time, and they wind
up dropping us because-of something .

_Insurers say too ..

many claims were

. filed, but churches

say they were small.

‘

. beyond our control. I do}l't under-fj'

stand it.”’

The compames that 1ssued the pol- .-
icies on the churches say the deci-
" sions not to renew were all based on .
. anumber of “underwriting consider- -
* ations,” ‘including the frequency of

claims$ by the churches in the last
year. They said the suspicious fires
were ‘not the sole reason for their .
actions. o

Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance

" based in Des Moines, insured both
" Mount Calvary-and Salem, and sald
‘the suspected arsons had nothing to .

do'with its refusal.to renew the poh—
cies.

““Loss frequency was the pmblem
-in both cases and not the suspected -

arsons,” said Jack Kelly, sénior vice .
presxdem of Preferred Risk, one of

the ' nation’s largest insurers of -

churches with some 40,000 policies,

- issued. “If it had been a whne church :

or a Chinese chu rchour acuon would

. . have been the same, and we insure

all races and denominations includ-
ing mosques and synagogues.”’ -
Mr. Kelly said that each church,

had submitted claims for three addl- ’

tional losses in a short time.

But both Mr. Jarret of Mount Cal- =

vary and the the Rev. Danial Donald-

" son at Salem sand the claims were all '

small.

“Claims totaled $195,000 against
our policy and $188,000 of that was .

against the burning of our church,”

“ " he said. “'The other three claims to-
" taled $7,000. To me this is not fair, but_

yet it is legal in our system.”

Lutheran Benevolent Insurance in -
Alma, Mo, insured the Dallas .

30

church. Lutheran’s marketmg man-
" ager, Gary Leimkuehler, said, *“Cat-
- egorically, we don’t cancel anyone's
" insurance because of arson,” adding

that the frequency of clalms led to

" the nonrenewal of St. Paul’s policy.

But Mr. Robinson in Dallas said
that before the 1995 fire that de-
stroyed the main sanctuary on
Christmas Day, the church's claims
‘were all small — “when some pipes

- froze or a typewriter was stolen”.

Although there were indications
that the fire was accidentally set by
a candle in the church, Steve Steele,

. the spokesman for the Dallas office
_ of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
- and Firearms, which is among the

agencies investigating ‘the rash of

" . suspicious fires, said that no deter-

mination of cause had been reached.
and the fire at St. Paul's was still
being carried as-an open case.

The congregation of Glorious
Church of God in Christ in Richmond

) ~qearly found itself in the same pre- -

" dicament when a few weeks after the

Aetna-Travelers Insurance Compa-

-, ny-paid the $450,000 claim for the
arson fire that seriously damaged -

the. church on Feb. 21, 1896, they

" informed them that their coverage

would not be renewed. Elder Morris

- E. Mahoney said church members’

immediately purchased a temporary

.. policy from another company and
.then complained to the state insur-

ance commissioner. They were an- -
gry he said, because the only other
claim that year had been for $8,000
when lightning struck-the chimney.

at
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The Insurance Commissiorief, Al-
fred Gross, said the state had no

" authority to compel a company to

underwrite a risk, but his office did

- contact Aetna-Travelers. The com- -
pany insisted that its sales people.

had - mistakenly failed to offer to
write a new policy immediately for
the new. church, which.was under

_construction. The company immedi-

ately issued a new policy, which was
delivered by the company's top exec-

utive along with a donation .to the

church to make amends for the anxi-
ety they might have caused.

“I wouldn’t exactly call it a mir- -
acle,” said Mr. Gross, of the re-

-instatement, ““but -at the same time

we don’t have any reason to believe

that it wasn't just a mistake. Thereis - -

no pattern of conduct on the part of

.companies in this state suggesting

that they are canceling policies be-

cause of the arsons at black

churches. But I have made clear our

concern about a possible problem
and pointed out to the industry that if

there were such market practices we

would go to the State Legislature

seeking legislation prohibiting it.”
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Labor Department Cancels Audits
OfN atlonsBank Hiring Practices -

By NikHIL DEOGUN
Staff Reponer of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

* CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The U.S. Depart- .
ment of Labor, in the midst of a legal battle -
with NationsBank Corp., has canceled two =~ -
audits aimed at determining whether the

banking giant is complying with affirma-
tive-action guidelines.

Documents on file in U.8. District Court .

in Chariotte, show-that in April the Labor
Department . with-
-drew its plans to | LEGAL BEAT
conduct  “‘compli- |em ;
ance reviews" of
NationsBank’s

" operations in
Tampa, Fla., and

. Columbia, S.C. G

It was the initia- |
tion of these two re- §
views, which moni- § .
tor affirmative-action efforts that heiped
spark NationsBank's unusual lawsuit
against the Labor Department in March
1995, :

The banking company alleged that the
government was viclating NationsBank's
constitutional rights against unreasonable
search and seizure by Iaunchmg four sepa-
rate compliance reviews in 18 months. The
department’s Office of Federal Contract

_Compliance Programs had designated Na-
tionsBank’s Tampa -and Columbia facili-
ties for review .while keeping open two

_other audits in Charlotte and Nashville,
Tenn.

" The compliance office penodlcally re-
views federal contractors to see if they
meet affirmative-action guidelines in hir-
ing and promoting minorities and women.
NationsBank, like many other financial
institutions, has a variety of federal con-
tracts that subject it to such scrutiny.

Canceling the audits is the first major
development related to the lawsuit. Since
the Columbia and Tampa facilities are
no longer designated for review, the gov-
ernment’s lawyers have argued that the
lawsuit is moot and should be dismissed.

“The company questioned a request to
review its empioyment practices; that re-
quest was ultimately withdrawn and the

case should now be over,’ sard Mymn
Marlin, a spokesman for the Justice De-
partment, whose lawyers are representing
the Labor Department in this case.
However, NationsBank isn't giving up.
In a court filing, the bank said that the

- withdrawal provides no assurance that the -

bank won't be designated for review again
and contains no government admission of
wrongdoing: “The  Government cannot
undo the wrong it committed by illegally

: designating NationsBank for a comphance

review . .. cannot put the genie back in

the bott!e "

" "Last month, U.S. 'District Judge Gra-

ham C. Mullen allowed NationsBank to
proceed with discovery while staying con-
sideration of the govemment s monon to
dismiss the case.

With the Tampa and Columbia reviews
abandoned, only the Charlotte review re-
mains pending. Last fall, NationsBank
signed a “‘conciliation- agreement” with
the contract compliance office for its Nash-
vilie operations, under which the company
was cited for 10 alleged violations, accord-

ing to documents obtained under the Free-
-dom of Information Act.

The compliance office said, for exam-
ple, that the bank hadn't adequately ad-

dressed ‘“‘concentrations and/or underre-

presentation of minorities and women" in

. some departments. In addition, the office

said employment agency employees work-
ing temporarily at NationsBank's Nash-

ville, office were then hired “with no

evidence to support that they had at-

tempted to recruit minority applicants

from external sources.”” The review also
found instances of nonminority tempo-
rary-agency empioyees completing job ap-
plications prior to dates.of internal post-
ings, “‘thereby indicating preselection of

_the temporary agency employee.”

_NationsBank _didn't.admit-any wrong-
doing but agreed to several remedies, such
as advertising in black media and making
sure temp agencies are sending a diverse
group of employees. A NationsBank
spokesman said ““the agreement dealt with
only several minor technical issues that
needed to be addressed.”

32
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. REMARKS. BY THE PRESIDENT.
(ON. CHURCH BURNINGS: .

x’{f‘ '1j*‘ ThevRose-Gardenih.

THE PRESIDENT. . Good. mornlng ' I'd llke to begln today

'”by salutlng the law enforcement officers. who made the arrest in

Arizona yesterday to- avert a' terrible terrorist’ attack. " Their ‘~‘1"' Y

-deditation and hard work ,over the. last six months may have saved many
K 11ves, and they deserve our thanks T e T Ca

Lo

I'd llke to offer a specmal congratulatlons to the"

~gentleman to my- ‘right, Ray Kelly, the Under Secretary ‘of. the Treasury
”f._for Enforcement for hls role in that endeavor. S o

Just as we acted to prevent a v101ous crime from

.occurrlng there, today.I'm announc1ng stepped up" efforts to prevent

the spread-of. violence agalnst houses of worship.: Agaln, I want to’

.Tthank Mr. Kelly and Nancy Gist, the Dlrector of the Bureau: of Justlcef
‘Assistance, who' is standing to my left, the representatlves .of the

law enforcement organlzatlons who are- here and who have been

-'supportlng our efforts. o ‘p N

J

These attacks agalnst Afrlcan Amerlcan churches and ﬁ'u«,,

‘ '}fother houses ‘of worshlp are an affront to our. most basic beliefs of -

f*rellglous liberty. and’ racial tolerance.. They pose~a challenge. to our
. entire nation. I am gratlfled that law. enforcement government L
" business- and religious leaders are coming. together to .meet this - I
- 'challenge. '~ Today, attorneys general from .throughout . our. natlon are
gmeetlng at Howard Un1vers1ty to dlscuss the problem."‘ ,

s :- i I am also pleased that Congress acted to qu1ckly to pass
leglslatlon making it ‘easier to prosecute and punish anyone who burns -

‘'a house of worshlp, and I am eager- to sign that 1eg1slatlon as soon”
as poss1ble. - I'n gratlfled by the outpourlng of private’ 'support that
" will help to- rebulld communltles that are torn apart by these )

- actlons.,.h _rxai., S Lo T : > T ‘.1 Vf. \f‘

: But we must do more to prevent these crlmes.] Last week

I asked .Federal Emergency Management Admlnlstrator, :James Lee Wltt
to take the léad in working with law enforcement to find ways .to. stop
the burnings before they- happen, and to: give our communltles the .
.tools they need to help 1n the preventlon effort : T

Today, I am: taklng emergency actlon to prevent church-f‘

‘beurnlngs by transferrlng $6 mllllon to.communities in"12: targeted f,r
' states. - This emergency transfer would allow’ every county in the '

affected states to hire a new pollce officer for the summer to patrol

' the back roads, to v131t the churches, to keep watch for 51gns of -
':trouble : : . . . :

These new. offlcers, worklng w1th local pollce and

'Vccmmunlty watch groups, can maintain a wall of protectlon to- ward off -
people-rwho would strike out .in hate at a house of worshlp or. . T

communitiés c¢an spend the ‘mohey for other purposes-—- 1nstalllng ;

Qfloodllghts,\hlrlng prlvate securlty guards, paylng overtlme for.

o
SA

'”LZMORE.‘
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- o ex1st1ng off1cers - whatever they belleve Wlll work best totk’ -
‘.. forestall the flres., T Lo

A . I'm asklng Congress to qulckly approve the transfer
’through a- spec1al ‘procedure.that allows action-without a. time- . .
. consumlng floor vote. . We don't have: any time to waste. Wwith thls
'Zstep, the national government will. be helplng local police not only
. to investigate- arson and apprehend the gullty, but. to, help to
"phy51cally protect churches from harm 1n the flrst place. B
= - ‘ If ‘this emergency measiire. is nct enough to beat back the,"~"
;"church—burnlngs, we will take furthér steps 'as needed..” This is a B
‘1_struggle agalnst racism and rellglous bigotry, and" we - wlll escalate.
.. .that struggle as: necessary with enough peoplée. power and ‘willpower. te‘
.. make’ sure. the struggle is won. - This is a test not just for law
'V«~enforcement but for all law-abldlng Amerlcane.__;-»~ ‘ .,A‘J«A
: e - Earller today, I 51gned a proclamatlon«des1gnating a- .
natlonal month - of. unlty Durlng the month of July, I call On,f”-n‘:ﬁfrm
'rellglous leaders of" all faiths’ to speak from, the pulplt and '”: :
. emphasize the need for healing.’ And I call on' all citizens to Jjoin -
g;together, to reach out to one. another, to strengthen the 1deals thatf -
‘llght our way and keep us strong : o
SR f On Thursday, we wlll celebrate America’ s Independence S
. Day.. Thls year, let us take: thls opportunlty tQ rededlcate ‘ourselves
- ‘'once again to the“ prcposrtlon that all Americans are created equal -
.. and that every:Amerlcan should: beée able! to worship in freedom and ,w“{g.a
: freedom/from fear. Thank you very much : Thank you. - . e
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EXECUTIVE OF FICE OF THE PRESIDENT
08-Jul-1996. 10:34am B

TO: (See Below) .

FROM: Odetta S. Walker :
Office of the Counsel

SUBJECT: TIME CHANGE/CHURCH FIRES MEETING IS AT 1:004R005EVELT'R00M

If you cannot attend, please call or e-mail me.

Odetta (6-6611)
. Distribution:

TO: Odetta S. Walker

TO: Marcia L. Hale

TO: Elizabeth Chandler

TO: John C. Angell

TO: Laura Capps ' A :
TO: Kevin Moran

TO: Victoria L. Radd

TO: Elizabeth M. Toochey

TO: Kathryn Higgins

TO: Floydetta McAfee

TO: Stephen R. Neuwirth

TO: Dawn Chirwa -
TO: Tracey E. Thornton

TO: Dennis Burke

TO: Jacob J. Lew

TO: . Sandra L. Via

TO: Cheryl D. Mills

TO: Kumiki S. Gibson ,

TO: Stephen C. Warnath

TO: John B. Emerson

TO: Gene B. Sperling

TO: Daniel Taberski

TO: Mary Ellen Glynn

TO: . Joseph Minarik

TO: Karin L. Kizer

TO: James T. Edmonds .
TO: Tracy B. LaBrecque

TO: Ophelia D. West.

"TO: Ellen S. Seidman

TO: Anne E. McGuire
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Ccllnton Asks $6 M11110n to Help Pollce Stop Church F1res

WASHINGTON (AP) Pre51dent Clinton designated $6 mllllon
Tuesday to fight church burnings in a dozen states and pledged as
much more money and manpower as needed ‘‘to make sure the struggle
is won.’’

_ Clinton discussed the recent f1res in a White House gathering
and then again later in Chicago, continuing the attack against’
‘'‘racism and religious bigotry’’ that he has incorporated into many
recent speeches and appearances.

He asked Congress to give qulck approval for the money, whlch
would be an éemergency transfer of Justice Department funds.

The arrangement would be flexible enough to allow police to
“patrol the back roads, to visit the churches, to keep watch for
signs of trouble,’’ Clinton said. Police also could use the money
"to install flood lights, hire private securlty guards or pay
overtime to current officers..

It would -go to communities in Alabama, Florlda, Georgla,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carollna,.
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. :

Clinton also said he would sign a bill, approved by Congress
last week, that would double the maximum prison term for church
attacks to 20 years. And he issued a proclamation declaring July a
‘‘national month of unity’’ during which religious leaders of all
faiths should stress healing and tolerance from their pulpits.

‘‘We need to change the atmosphere in the country,’’ Clinton
said in Chicago before the National Council of Senior  Citizens.
‘‘We dare not allow this to continue without every Ameérican of
conscience without regard to their race, their religion or their
- political party speaking up against it.’’.

At the White House he said, ‘‘This is a struggle agalnst racism
and religious bigotry. We will escalate that struggle as necessary
with enough people-power and w111power to make sure the struggle is
won.’’

Congress is expected to consider in two weeks a bill that
earmarks $24 million for church burning 1nvest1gat10ns. The $6
million Clinton proposed is not included in those funds.

Meanwhile, attorneys general from nine Southern states gathered
with law enforcement officers at Howard University in Washington to
discuss what they could do to prevent church arson.

More than 40 churches, mainly in Southern states and with
predominantly black congregations, have been burned in the past 18
months. Federal officials also are looking into a number of
suspicious fires that consumed other houses of worship and churches
with majority white congregations during the same time span.

Investigators say they have not found a racial motive for the
‘attacks, which touched off a wave. of humanitarian outpourlng to
help rebuild burned-out sanctuaries.

Of 38 church fires in Alabama since 1990 18 have occurred in
white churches, said John Robison, Alabama state fire marshall.
Many of the fires at black churches, he said, were set by people.
attempting to conceal burglaries, by wayward youth or those who
have troubled relationships with church officials. -

‘\Z'To say that all church fires must be racially motivated I
cannot accept that,’ Robison said. ‘‘Arson is affecting everybody.
It is-not black. It is not white.’’

However, Virginia Attorney General James Gilmore said he was
sure that race played some factor in many of the fires.

»



‘\'It’s fair to say that people who burn churches have malice in
their hearts,’’ Gilmore said. ‘‘The burning of an African-American
church is a racial act. It is wrong.’’
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U.S. Departmienit of Justice

Civil Rights Division

U.S. Department of Justicé .

...Civil Rights DIVISIOn .« ..o o

" Office of the Assisiart Aitorhey Gereral . * Washingtori, D.C. 20530

TO:  Steve Warnath, fax 456-7028

FROM: - .Stuartishimaru
(202) 514-3845

Number bf pages, including'cover: 1

- Steve-
Here are some Updated numbers for Tennessee

Sifce 1990, there have been 11 burnings of black chruches mcludmg 3in
1996, and 6 in 1995. ‘ . |

Arrests were made for the burring of 2 black churches in 1995
(Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and Canaan AME Church, both in -
Maury County). Three defendants were convicted of Federal charges. AR
arrest was made for a 1992 burriing of Pilgrims Hope Baptist in Memphis,
and we understand that there was a conviction in that case.

[ couldn't track down information about rebuilding efforts.

Call me if you need more. | |

Stuart



June 21, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

From: .

Subject: Update'OQ)TenneSSee Church Burnings

Since 1990, there have been fires at eleven churches in -
Tennessee,}lncludlng three in 1996, and six in 1995. The most
recent burning was May 28, 1996. Nearly all have been African--

’Amerlcan houses of worship.

There have been arrests and conv1ct10ns obtalned in connection
with three of the church burnings: Frlendshlp Missionary Baptist'
Church and Canaan AME Church, both in Maury County, and Pllgrlms
Hope Baptist Church in’ Memphls. No arrests have been made in the
other cases.

- Federal, State and . local officials have established

intergovernmental task forces in Tennessee. These are organized
to include state and local law enforcement and fire protection
officials with concurrent jurisdiction, as well as
representatives from the ATF, FBI, U.S. Marshals Service and,
where appropriate, -the conciliators and mediators of the
Community Relations Service. Victim-witness coordlnators are
also to be 1ncluded in these task forces.

The following lists Tennessee churches that have burned:

First United Pentécostal Church (Brownsville)
Burned on May 28, 1996

. Mt. Pleasant Baptist church (Tlgrett)

Burned on May 14, 199s6.

Inner 01ty Church (Knoxv1lle)

. On January 8, 1996, the sanctuéry of this Afrlcan-Amerlcan church

was destroyed by flre, and ra01al slurs were spray-painted on. the
doors and walls.

- Friendship Missionary Baptist church
‘Canaan African Methodist Eplscopal Church (Maury County)

Three defendants pled guilty in October of 1995 in federal court
to conspiring to firebomb and either burn or erect crosses at
these two African-American churches in February 1995. One
defendant was sentenced to 57 months in prlson while the two
other defendants were sentenced to 57 months in prlson while the
two other defendants were sentenced to 46 months in prison.

These cases are now closed.
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Salem Baptist Church (Fru1t1and)
On December 3, 1995, fire part1a11y destroyed this church.

'Macedonla M15$1onary Baptist Church (Fruitvale)

Johnson Grove Baptist Church (Madison County)

'On January 13, 1995 during the Dr. Martin' Luther Klng, Jr.,

holiday weekend " both of these Afrlcan—Amerlcan churches ‘were
totally destroyed by f1re. N

t

Mr. Calvary Baptlst Church (Hardeman County)

ri.On January 31, 1995, th1s Afr1can-Amer1can church was part1a11y

destroyed by f1re.A

' New erght’s Chapel M15510nary Baptlst Church (Shelby County)

Burned on September 6 1994.

Pllgrlms Hope Baptlst Church‘(Memphis)
Burned December 26, 1992.



HEHORANDUH FOR THE PRBSIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE _
WASHINGTON - .. = v o

June 21,” 1996

_FROM: L Stephen Warnath@ Domestlc Pollcy Coun011 ’

' SUBJECT: - Update on Tennessee Church Burnings

Slnce 1990 there have been flres at ‘eleven churches in .
Tennessee, .including three in 1996, and six in 1995. The most
recent burning was May 28, 1996. Nearly all have been Afrlcan—

Amerlcan houses of worshlp...

There have been arrests and conv1ct10ns obtalned in connectlon

. with three of the church burnings: Frlendshlp Missionary Baptist

" Church and Canaan'AME - Church ‘both in Maury County, and Pllgrlms

Hope Baptist Church 1n Memphls. No arrests have been made in the
other cases.‘ o : . :

Federal State and 1oca1 0fflClalS have establlshed .
1ntergovernmenta1 task forces in Tennessee. These are organlzed
to include state and local law enforcenment and fire protectlcn
officials’with concurrent jurlsdlctlon, as well as -

representatives from the ATF, FBI, U.S. " Marshals Serv1ce and
-where appropriate, the conc111ators and mediators of the

Communlty Relations Service. Vlctlm-w1tness coordlnators are

: also tojbe 1ncluded 1n these task forces.

iThe follow1ng llStS Tennessee churches that have burned'

First Unlted Pentecostal Church (Brownsv111e)
Burned on May 28, 1996 ‘

‘nt. Pleasant Baptlst Church (Tlgrett)

Burned on May 14 1996.

- Inner. city Church (Knoxv111e)

- On January 8, 1996, the’ sanctuary of this Afrlcan—hmerlcan church

was destroyed by flre, and ra01a1 slurs were, spray~pa1nted on the
doors and walls.‘ : . :

Friendship M1331cnary Baptlst Church
Canaan African Methodist Eplscopal Church (Maury County) .
Three defendants pled. gullty in October of 1995 in federal court

"~ to’ conspiring to firebomb and either: ‘burn or erect crossés at

these two African-American.churches in February 1995. One
defendant was sentenced to 57 months in. prlson while the two -
other defendants»were sentenced‘to\S? months in prlsonswhlle the:



two- other defendants wvere . sentenced to 46 months 1n prlson.

‘gThese cases are now closed.

salem Baptlst Church (Fruitland) - = .
0n»December 3; 1995, fire partlally destroyed thls church

' Macedonia kissionary Baptist Church (Frultvale)

Johnson Grove Baptist Church (Madlson County)

On January 13,. 1995 during the Dr. Martin Luther Klng, Jr.;

Jholiday’ weekend - both of these AfrlcanwAmerlcan churches were f

totally destroyed by fire. =

'Hr. Calvary Baptist Church (Hardeman County)

On January 31, 1995,--this Afrlcan-Amerlcan church was’ partlally

’destroyed by flre.

" New wright's Chapel nissionary Baptist Church (Shelby County)

. Burned September 6 1994.H1<

Pilgrims Hope Baptxst Church (Memphls)
Burned December 26, 1992. -



.+ CHURCH FIRES MEETING

. JUNE 17,1996
Governors' Meeting - LQ,__._.._.,,,..,‘ lhr 15
O likely attendees h
o draft agenda
o briefing materials |
o agency rehearsal

Private sector efforts R
oG "-‘-»-u'aj Coraoli cdl ‘
Legislation S
o Treasury supplemental /=
o HUD piece ' :

M"M

t

/'iag«z‘zjmml

2‘7//1/‘/(7"”&7



s,

IN THE SENATE OF THE -UNITED“ STATES

Mr. Kennedy mtroduced the foIIowmg bill, Whlch was read twwe and -
referred to the Cemmmee on .

 ABILL

Tov,Ain’é'rgasé FederéI protection aga';n_st hate cri_meé;‘i_ncluding blas
motii/ated violencé againét jindi,viduaIs and destrucxtion;of blaces) of ‘religiou'_s
‘worship. -

Be it enacted by thé Senate and,HIjU§g I)f Rep(résgr‘lt:a,ti‘\:/es of the U;mitedl
StatesQQf Ame‘r,ica in Congresé asser’nble_,dt,A:. | -
- SECTION 1. .SHORT’ TITLE
| Tms Act may. be- c1ted as the "Hate Clumes Prevenuon Act of 1996 !

SECTIO_N 2 PROHIBITION OF VIOLENT INTERFERENCE WITH
: RELIGIOUS WORSHIP

(a) FINDINGS )

The Congresé finds that --
(D _The; iﬁéidencgz of vioIenée,baSéd on~the\drace,‘color, 'reIigiion or
. national o"ri'gin of the victim poses a serious national problng

"(2) The incidence of arson or other destruction or vandalism of places of
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religious worship, a‘nd ‘the| inciderrce of "\rir)lent interferéncre vyith an indivi'dlj'al_’s_
lawful exercisé or‘ attempted _ér:{ercisé o}'. the righr of 'r.é.lig'ious' t_'re_edo'm at a place
-of religious‘_worship' posé a seriqus natidrr;rl_ prob‘lern. | |

3) _Tﬁ'e incidence of arson of pl_é(;é; of Ar.elig“ious qushjp is particular’ly-.‘
acute in the context of pla’é(es of religious_- worship that serve;pre‘aominantl_\‘
African;Amgric_alnl congregatiolns. The deAs“tru4cti.or1 of Afriéan Americarr chtrrches
.'resurre‘cts an era w’hé’n \'Nidf‘e'sprevad: vi‘olénée sp_av?ﬁed b_yrevlncis'm plqgued Afr‘ican- 1 i
Amé,ri'cén ch\uréhés througrrcfl;t the.rrétiorr. |

(4) SUc'h' violence rrirrdér-s interstate commerce by imped.i.n"g thé(
movement of members of targeted groups irr areas of our «rrertiorr and breyenting
them from errgagi.ng in cdmmerée in those ,areas.lon. account of their race, lc'olor. |
religion, orv national origin.

(5) buch r/iolence impédes iridividualg in-mqvfrng irrt'erstéte. becatjsg of
their race, color, religiorr or natronai_ origin..
'. (6) ‘Such violence is often commiﬁé'd_ by_ i.nd'ivi.'d:uals_ with ties t'o“‘groups_

that operate nationwide. ) |

) Suc{h violence .disru"'pt.s the tr}anqﬁili‘tyi_and safety of .c.om"rrrunitiésjand_
is deeply divisir/e.- | | | =

(8) Current .feder\al law is inadecjuate to dealvw‘ivth t_h.i's,prob‘l.e.rrr.

(9) Although many local jhrisvdi.c:t.iqns‘have atternpted'to respond to the -
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challe,ng'e.‘s p_oséd by such \}ioleﬁce, the pfobleﬁl i§ ;ufﬁvc_iently se.riou‘s, |
.widespread, and inferstate in scope to Warrari_t‘ f_ederal-iﬁterventioﬁ to assist such
jurisdictions. - o |

'(10) Cor'lgress“.has autho.fity‘ pursuant to the Comﬁerce clause of 'fhe
anstitution to in%lke su;:h violence a viélétiqri of la\y.

(1 lvj Congreés has _auf_hority pursuant to Section 2 of the_ T_hirpegnth '
Amendment to remedy the badges énd inéiden_tsbfslavéry,'including rria_king |
rééi‘ally' motivated actions of privafel citizens thé_t interfere with the'abili't}' of
citizens té hold or gsé property Withéut .féar of raéial .attécl;‘\./‘iolatibﬁsof fédefa]
~ criminal law: Congress dete.rmin‘e.s_ that thé c’c.)m_niiss'ion-qf an arson _'orvother"
bias motivated destructiéﬁ or vanda‘lis_m of a place ‘of religious wo}shi'p .
cc;nstitutes.' a badég and j'i.n'(‘:id‘ent of slévgry. '

(b) AMENDMENT OF TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE. SECTION |

247-- S'e._ct‘ion 247 of :title 1-8 of the United S-taye‘s ‘.Cod'e‘: is'axhendéd—- o

(1) in subsecfion (a)---

'(A) by inse’rﬁpg " raéial‘dr'ethx'lic" in (s‘ub'secjtidﬁ ‘(2.1)(1‘)_ between
-"reliéious" -and "charactér':;.; and | ) . |

(B) by stfiki-ng "_s'ubséctipn (¢)" and inseﬁing fhe_following: "subsection

(d)".



V(2) by striking‘_subséétioh‘ (b) and inserting the follox&*iﬂé:

“"(b) The'circ;;mstaﬁc'es 'refe:rred to sul_Jl,‘sec_tiQn'(a) are thaf_-- .

(1) the offense affects ih'terstéte .of foreign éé;ﬁmercg; ér-

(2) in ;ommiyting, planning or pre’p’aring‘ to‘co.mnﬁi:t :axj-&offen:s'e, the

defendant (i) travels in interstate or foreign commerce or (ii) uses the mail or

any facility -or instrumentality of interstate or foreign commerce.".

3 bere'desigvr.xati)ng subsections (¢), (d), and v'(e)' as (di, (et), and (), and |
adding the foﬂowing subsectiong: o .
"(c) Whpeve;‘ intentiénaily‘ d.efacevs,? damages, or deStr,éys any felig;lou's
real prpperty because of the rape; color, or gtﬁniq charac@istiés of any
“individual wHo ow‘ns,j Ovm‘ea,» JG't: .infenc.i's to'owi.l, _§r‘usés, has uséd, of:'iﬁfehdé’té
use, that re}igioug p;ropertyl,,. shall' be. égpished as ;;foVide'd m Vsubsecti_on (d) of |

this section.".

(4) by inserting the .follqwin‘g.ne}v subéections:

"(g) N?)ihiﬁg in this secf:lon shall be 'éonstmed;f )

"(1) to provide qulUsive crifninal penalties ;zvith respect.to conduct
prbhi‘bi‘ted"by this 'se'c'tilon.; or to p‘réefnpt state ’_or. local l_a\i}s that ma:y‘ pf&vide .
| MsuAch‘ penalties; or o :

(2) to interfere with the enforcement of state or local laws pertaining to -
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Ac'oncjjuc‘t prohibited by this section; or
(3) to indicate 'a‘rll intent 6n‘thé' part of thé C.ongre'ss‘to prevent any ‘Sta'te, -

any possession or Coﬂmn"xon\&,fealth‘of .\the United Sfates, or the District éf |
Columbia from exercising juris&ictién over any offense ;ver wﬁiéh it’ v‘#o‘u‘ld
have jurisdictionl"in‘ “thé aSsénce of this section.

- (h) In circﬁmstances ﬁot invélving the qeath.vc;f any .\‘/ictim, no pefson‘ shall
be pro;l:ecuted, itried or p.unish:ed uhder this section’ unless the indictment is found
or the information is instituted wiihiﬁ seven years gifter the. date on which tﬁe

offense was committed."

. (c) AMENDMENT OF TITLE 18, UNITEf)' SfATES CODE‘; SECTION ‘
248-- Sécfioh 248(b) -of Title» 18, United States Code, is gmende‘d bv
in‘seriing the foliov?ing aﬁér "if bodily injury reéﬁlts;": “or if such acts-include
the use,i‘hréat;ened. use, or artemptéd‘uéé o\f a dar*x'ger;)ué Qeafpen; éxploéi-\'es, 0;* .
| “fire,". N
SECTION 3... BIAS. MOTIVATED; VIQLEN'C‘E‘ AGAINST FERSONS .
' (a) EINDINGS o |
. The Congresg finds that -
(Al-) The incidence of y‘io‘len'ce ‘ba‘g;e‘d on_' thé race, color, religion,‘naﬁénal
origiﬁ or sexual orientﬁtion of the victim poses aA sériéué national problem. .

(2) Such violence hinders interstate commerce by impeding the
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r‘hovemel?t ofimen}bers of viargeted groups in ‘éjfeas of our nation and égeveﬁting ,
them fro.m'engaging in com;n‘erce‘ in those areas on acc’o;mt _o.ftthéir race, colph
rél;lg‘ion‘,- national Q;igiﬁ, or sexual orieﬁtétidn. -

(3) Such ’violAence”im}')gdé’s individuals. in moving interstate Secéusé of
thejr réce,uc'(k)l'o‘r,' ‘r'eligion.,' :natiqr‘]al origin, or sexual vorientzvation. '
(4) - Such violence is .oftén. committed By individuals with ties to groups

: fhat 'operate' 'nati,onwidle'. o

(5) Such viblehce disrupts the trar‘lquilityk and- safety of comrﬁunities and
,’;iS.‘dge}:;'ly divisive.

(6) Cuf_rem fédéral law is inadequate to deal vx.fieth’ t‘hi's pro}:;lem.v

(7), Altﬁoﬁghv'many‘loqal Ajurisdiction:'s'h‘ave‘, attemptedﬁto respond fo the
challerllges'.po'sed by such violence; the problem is sufficiently serious, |

A Widespfead, and 'interstafe in\ S;épe to "W@rfaht federal intérvention tq‘as’sist such
jurisdictions. o

(8),,Congress h'as“ auth‘o‘rity‘pﬁrsuént to :the Commerce clause of t‘hve.
| ;C.onstitution to ‘make sucil yiolence a viblati‘or; ‘.of laW'. |

(9) Congress has éuthority to determiﬁeand SO det¢rmipés that the
infliction of deéth orrb‘odi.ly inju,ry on 'th;e basis of race, éoior, national 'origin, or
religion constitutes a ba_dée and’incidel;lt of sléx?ery_ that angtess'has apthoritﬁ?
to Aeél?re a violation of federal law pursuant to'thé Thirt"eerithv/ifnend.mént to

the Constitution.. -



- . (10) : Congress has authority pursuant to section S of t‘hé,Four"teemh
Amendment to enact legislation declaring‘ﬂiatj the infliction of death or Bodi‘ly
injury on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, or sexual orientation

is a violation -of federal law;

(b) AMENDMENT OF TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION

245-- Section 245 of title 18 of the United States C§'dé fs amended--

(1) by red¢éignating subse;tion.s: (q) apd (dj as subse@tiohs‘(d) ;an& (e), |
res;.aecitive‘ly;, aﬁd | | R

(2) By.insertihg after .sub’section‘(b) the. following ne':w‘ szséétion:

"(¢) Whoevef, Whether or not acting under color of law, willfully causeé

death or bodily injury, or at't&empts,‘tc cvausé death or bodily injury, to any ‘person'

on account of that person’s.actual or perceived racé, color, religion, national |

origin, or sexual orientation shall be punished in accordance with the penalty -

provisions of subsection (b)."

' SECTION 4: SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this Act, an amendment made by A,A‘tl‘iis Att, or,thé‘

application of such provision or amendment ‘to any person or circumstance is

held to be 'unconst.itutional, the remainder of this Act, the amendments made by '
this Act, and the application of the provisions of such to any other persog or

" circumstance shall not be éffecﬁted'theréby.



SECTION 5: AUTHORIZATION FOR ADDITIONAL INVES'HGATORS

(@) There are -authorized to be appropnated to the Department of Justice
such funds as may be necessary to enable the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon to
. inerease the number of investi‘gators and qupport personnel te' invesiigate
’ potentlal hate cflmes under Tltle 18, United States Code, Sectmns 241 245, ann
~ 247, and Title 42 Unlted States Code Section 3631 by a number equwalent to
25 full -tlﬁe,actlve d‘uty‘mvestlgators in fiscal year ] 9.97. |

(b) There are authorized to be app.rq.pr‘ieted‘ to the Department éf, '
Treasury s‘nch‘ﬁ‘l'ndAs as may be necessary toenet.)le the Buree’u‘o»f AIFOhoL
Tobacco endvFAiregrms‘ to increase the numeer of ,inyestigators and tecnnical
support persennel to investiéate'potentiai hate crimes. under Title‘ 18, Uni‘te'd"
'States Code, Sect1on 241, 245 and 247 and Tltle 42, United States Code :
Section 3631 by a number equwalent to 20 full -time actlye duty investigators
and technical‘supp‘c.m personnel in fiscal }ié;x; 1997. The nrifnef)f purpose Qf
these additionai investigetqrs and technieél suppert personnel is,to_aSsist federal‘.
' stete,vand lqcal law enforcement officials in Athe',inVestig‘atlion of potential hete‘
“crimes. | | | |
SECTION 6: CR.IME VIC‘TIM COMPENSA}H‘ON ,‘
| .(a) Améndmenti toestablish ﬁmd to permit victimsAof vunsblved cdmes that .
fall w1th1n federal Junsdlctlen to recelvecomnensatlon frem.fhe federa

govemment LANGUAGE TO BE WORKED OUT
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“EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT LRM NO:4T43
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET |

U R G ENT Washington, D.C. 20503-0001 FILE NO: 2479 _
’ g 6/13/96 ‘ ’ : A o

 LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM Total Pageis): .3

TO: Legislative Llaison Offic
FROM: Janet FORSGREN ,
OMB CONTACT:  Joseph FIRSCHEIN 3951483,

istripution below:

(for) Assistant Director for Legisiative Refarence -

SUBJECT: - HUD Proposed Draft Bill on Supplemental Appropnanons for Institutions
Damaged by ‘Violent Adls ,

DEADLINE: 1 p.m. Friday, June 14,1996 |

Ih accordance with OMB Circular A-19, OMB requests the views of your ageficy on the above subject béfore
advising on ils relstionship to the program of the President.
Please advise us if this item will affect direct spending or receipts for purpbsés' of the
"Pay-As-You-Go" provisions of Title XIii of the Omhibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990.

. COMMENTS: Attached is HUD draft supplernental appropriations language authorizing guaranitees to support up
to $10 million in loans by private entities for community or religious insﬂtutscns that have been '
damaged it connéction with acts of arson or tariorism. .

- AGENCIES: - ' - EOP:

© 81-JUSTICE - Andrew Fois - 2025142141 { ATENTION: (MiKke SMALL) J. Minafik/K. Kizer
76-National Economic Council - Sonyia Matthews - 2024562174 ~ A.Rhinesmith
118-TREASURY - Richard §. Carro - 2026221146 . ~ Ken Schwartz

Steve Redburn
- Joseph Firschein
‘Katherine Meredith
“Hairy Mayers
Mark Schwartz
David Haun
Ed Chase
Kim Burke.
C.Timberlake
W.Chang
Roz Rettman
Stephen Neuwirth
(OMB LA
YChuck Kieffer
Tracy Thornton
Janet. Murguia
Dennis Burke
Molly Brosirom
Ellen Seidman
Mark Mazur
. Stephen Warhath
Eleria Kagan
Jim Murr
Bob Peliiccl
- Jdim Jukes
Ron Jones

Tl Eix'éxs ki
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‘ _ RESPONSE o LRM NO: 4743
. LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM : H’L‘E No: 247‘9 -

If your response to this request for views is short (e a. concurfno comment) we prefer lhat you’ respond by e:mail or -
by faxing us this response sheet. ‘
If the response Is short and you prefer to call, pléase call the branch-wide i ine shown below (NOT the analyst s Iine)

toleave a message wsth a leglslatwe assnstant

You may also respond by: -
(1) calling the analysl/attorney s direct Iine {you will be connectéd- to voicé rmail |f the’ analyst doés not answer) or

(2) sending us a memo or letter. ‘
Please include the LRM number shown above, and the subject shown below.

TO: Joseph FIRSCHEIN  395:1483
Office of Management and Budget .
- Fax Number: 396- 1307

FROM: _ . o oo e e (Déte)

. (Namé)

SRS SRR (Agency)

SN e (Telephone)

SUBJECT: HUD Proposed Draft Bili on Supplememai Appropriahons for Instatutxons
Damaged by Vlolenl ‘Acts ‘ '

The foliowlng is the response of our age my to your reques{ for views on the above captnoned subject; -

COHCUF
__ No Objection-
No Corh'mérit

. L

See proposed ednts on pages'

Other

FAX RETURN of . pages attached to thls response sheel

R EEANE L R
T -
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT -
‘Comminity Plafining and Developthient.

‘Loan Guarante¢ Recovery Fund

For the cost of gualameed loans, 35 000,000, to remaii dvmlablc until cxpended to assist
community or religious institutions that have bccn damaged n connection wnh acts of arson or
'terromm as certified by law cnfm ceinent authonuec Prowdcd That such ¢osts, icluding the
cost of modlfymg oans, shall be as defined in scction 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of

1974, as amended: Provided further, That these funds are available to subsidize total loan

principal, any part of which is to pé‘gu‘m‘a‘mccd, not to exceed $10,000,000: Providéd further,
That the Sccretmy of Housing aind Urban Developimeiit may cstablish such ternis and conditions
as the Scerctary considers appropriate to prowde such ;Dualantccs consnstem with scction 503 of
the Congressional Budget Act: Provnded furthcr That the entire amiount is designated by
Congress as an emergency requrrcmcm pmsmnt to’ section ’)S](b)O}{D)(a) of the Bal anced

Budget and Emergency Def’ cit Contiol Act of 1985,

. [Offser iang'dage for the $S million appropri{ﬁion to be provided by HUD)]

Lt
S
Cald
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U.S. Department of Justice

Civil Rights Division

 Office of the Agsistant Altorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

T0: SteVe War‘nath 456-7028
John Angell 456-2883

- FROM: Stuartishimaru
(202) 514-3845 voice

Number of pages,z including cover: 4

The following represents our understanding of what was finally in the
House bill. - The version of the attched from 2:30 included the HUD loan
guarantee provision in the House bill. The ioan guarantee provision was
not inciuded in the House bill. ' ' .
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CHURCH ARSON LEGISLATION

®  The Administration Sr,fongly supports legislation passed by the House on Tuesday that
would e"nhancc the government’s tools to prosecute church arson and desecration.

L The bills Would put "teeth" into existing criminal -law bannmg church desecratxon
(existing law has only been used once since enacted in 1988) by:

‘. removing excessive proof requirements,

. enminaﬁng the $10,000 damage threshold,

. ®  making illegal damage mouvated by the racial or ethnic charactcr of members of
the church,
. pr0v1dmg compensation for victims of the crime who suffer personal injury,

SIDE BY SIDE -- CHURCH ARSON BILLS

House bill (on floor 6/18)

§1 Short tltle-~Church Arson Prcventlon
Act. .

The Hduse bill does not include findings.

§2 Amendments to 18 USC 247.

Interstate commerce. The House bill would
- simplify the existing requirement to establish

Senate bill (Kennedy 6/17 draft)

Same.

. §2 Findings. The Senate bill would make

extensive findings, laying the legal
groundwork of Congressional authority to
act in theése cases, under the Commerce
Clause and 13th & 14th Amendments.

§3 Amendments to 18 USC 247.

Intersiate commerce. The Senate bill would
make the same change to 247, and would
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‘establish "a new:

| Statu'te of limitatioﬁf

80000000 -

an interstate commerce.connection, requiring
that the offense "
commerce. "

Damage threshold. The House bill would
remo'v¢ the requirement that over $10,000 in
damage be cdused.

" The House bill would
‘standard,  prohibiting
destruction of religious property because of
the race, color, or ethnic characteristics, of

Racial motivation.

. any individual associated with that property.

An interstate commerce connectlon would
not be- requlred -

Perzaky No prcivisioﬁ‘ ‘The existing
penalty of 247 would continue, 2 maximum
of 10 years.

" No provision. The

. existing statute of limitation, § years, would

, commue

" Réal propeny The House bill would clanfy
. that the law. -would prohibit damage to real

property.

‘i’Z(b) Cnmpensatlon of victims.  The
House bill would make victiras, of this crimie

"who have suffered’ personal mJury ehgxble :

for v1ct1m assxstance

- END OF HOUSE BILL

is_in or affects interstate

§.  Authorization for

@003/004

also -allow a showing that the defendant
- traveled in interstate commerce or‘ﬁsed the
- mail or any facility or instrumentality of .-

mtcrstatc commerce (z e. telephone).

Damage threshold. The Senate bxl] would .
also remove the $10,000 threshold.

Racial motivation. The Senate bill would
establish the same standard, and would also
prohibit such destruction based on the

~ religious characteristics of any individual

assomated with the property.

Penalty. The Senate bill would increase the '
maximum penzlty from 10 to 20 years,
consistent with the Federal arson statute:

Statute of limitation. The Senate bill would

incredse the statute of limitation to 7 years;
. consistent with the Federal arson statute.

* Real property. The Senate bill would clarify

that the law would protect "fixtures or

religious objects contained within a place of
rcllglous WOl‘Sh.lp as well as real pr0perty. o

84, Compensatlon of v1ct1ms The Scnate
. bill contams a sumlar provision.

85 Access to Co'mmdnit'y Development

Loan Guarantees. The Senate bill would
make victims . of these crimes el1g1ble for
loan guarantees .to rebuild.

'adﬂitional
investigators. - - The Senate bill would

authorize funds, as necessary, for additional

investigators and technical support for ATF. .

§7. Authorization for CRS. The Senate
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bill would authorize additional funds, as
necessary, for additional mediators and
conciliators of the Community Relations
Service of the Department of Justice.

§8. Reauth'orization of the Hate Crime
Statistics Act. The Senate bill would make
permanent the Hate Crime Statistics Act-of
1990. A bill doing this has already passed
in the Senate.

§9. Severability. The Serate bill would
sever any uticonstitutional provision from
affecting other provisions in the Act.



