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. PRESIDENTIAL MEETING WITH GOVERNORS 

CONCERNING CHURCH FIRES 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1996 

1:30 P.M. TO 2:45 P.M. 


PROPOSED AGENDA 

[POOL SPRAY AT TOP; NO REMARKS] 

I. 	 Welcoming Remarks by the President ['rhiswould be the point at which the 
President could discuss or at least preview the private sector piece. The Pr~sident 
can also challenge and exhort the states to develop a process parallel to federal efforts 
on prevention and rebuilding.] 

• I 

II. 	 Welcoming Remarks by the Vice President [Marcia Hale is coordinating with OVP 
regarding participation by ,VPOTUS.] 

III. 	 Presentations .from the Responsible Agencies [Tota] time for this portion = 40 min] 
[Kitty Higgins is inviting the AG and the Secretaries; DOJand Treasury have 
identified sub-Cabinet briefers.] . 

(Agencies should prepare appropriate charts and visual aids.] 

A. 
~ 	

Enforcement Issues -- Department of Justice (Deval Patrick) 
1. 	 National Task Force 
2. 	 Local Task Forces and role of local law enforcement' 
3. . Status report . 

. [Question: Are the states already represented on the Task Force at some . 
level? If not, can we announce that states Will be invited to send law 
enforcement representatives? . ' 

Question: Cart· we announce that we are going to give states access to the . 
federal data base on ch\lrch fires?] . 



2. 


B. 	 Security/Prevention Issues-- Department of the Treasury (James Johnson) -­
program, resources available to assist states in security and preventiori efforts 
1. 	 education program -- written materials available to help churches 

identify risks 
2. 	 risk assessment -- local police and U.~. Marshals 
3. issues raised by church leaders 


'C. Rebuilding 

1. HUD -- loan guarantee program (Secretary Cisneros) 

IV. 	 Legislation . , , 
A. 	 Kennedy-Faircloth-Hyde-Conyers legislation -~ we will sign as soon as it is 

presented 

B. 	 Additional resources for enforcement 
1. 	 Treasury supplemental , 
2. 	 DOJ reallocation 

C: HUD Authorization to provide loan guarantees for church rebuilding 

V. 	 The President embnlc~s private'sector rebuilding efforts 

The arsonists cannot win; we will' rebuild every church 

VI. 	 Open Discu~sion with G6vernors 

vn.' 	 Concluding 'RemarkS by the President 

[Mik,e McCurry 'will brief press in press room, then Governors go to stake out.] 
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Mr. Chairman and Meriiher's of the sUDcoinritittee, 

I 'appreciat~ the opportunity to appear io<:la:y to di:'scuss tffe 
9ffotts of the ~epa:ttment of justice to ptosectit'e those 

individuals responsible for the deplorable act of setting f,ires 

to houses of worship and intimidating their piild.shioners .. 

Let me assure'y6ual1, first a.nd foremost, that the 

Department of JU6tice considets investigatidfi'of church fires,~~a' 
prosecution of those persons'respcitrsible for, attEnnp'tin.g'to 

destroy houses ,of w6:i(ship I!:b, be' among ,outmost impbr'tcirit 

investigative and prosecutorial priorit.ies. Houses, ofwcrship 

have a special place in o,ur. society. They are, ofcbi.irse, the. 

center of a community I s spiritual, life .. In many cbr&nuriities J . tiie' 

church is the cent.erof its s6cial life as w~11: As We nave' 5'een 

ih commuhities that. are the ~uhject. 6f toaay's h.ea~rl.ri9, 

destruction of a church can. ha.ve d:evastating eff~ct.s,' 

When the fi,re is acc6mp'a.nied by an' e'xpliel.t of impli~d 

threat of violence directed a.t chu'rch members :beca:use 6f their 

race, these devast:ating effects are multiplie:d. In our gdcietY~. 
, . 

arson of a ,church attended predominantly byAfri~~n Am~ii'c'ans 

ca.rries·a unique and menacing t.hreat - that tihi:5se individuals 
. '.' ~. - . . 

are physicallY''irulnerable because of their race; 

.are int.olerable; no 9rie in our s'ociety should have t.o endtir'e 

.them. The -Depart':tili:nit of' Justice is committed to insuring. tha.t 

those who make guch threa.ts will oe prosecuted ahd. will serve 

sentences cotTlInensurate with the (i:6~ardly and diaspic'ablenature of 
their actions. 

http:threa.ts
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1'ron Brekke, Section Chief of the Cortuption!Ci-..tJ.l iHghts 

Section of t.he Federal Bureau of Investigation, 'and 'John W. 
Magaw, Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tbba'cc'o an:dFire'a:fms, 

will discuss t.he inv'estiga'Cive ope'rations of those agencies. 

will provide a more general ove':tView of federal 'ptbs'ecu.'Corial 

activities. 

Federal turisdictidh. There are a number Of statutes that 

provide federal jurisdiction overars'ons a:t churches. ~8 tr. s. C. 

241 makes it a crime for t.wo or more p'ersbns to "injure, t.hreaten 

or intimidate. any pe:t~on in any State, Territory, or !a'st:rict; in 

the free exercise or enjoymetltof any right or privile'Q'e securea: 
to him by the Cons'Citution or laws of the United St.ates." 

, ' 

Sect:ion 241 makes a felony ev~n thb'se fires that do not result in', 

anyone's death, with sentence's 6f up to ten years.' Were death to 

result from a fire, the death penalt::Sr could be imp6s~a. We 

normally argue that, when an Afric'ah American chu:tch is burned oy 

a person intending to intimidate African Am:er~c~nsf the denial 6f 

the' right or :t?rivilege implicat.ed is the guarant:ee, set forth ±n 

42 U.S.C. 1992, t'o all citizens of "tne same right 'inevety Stat:e 

and Te::i:rito~, as'is enjoye'd by white citizens thereof to 

inherit, ,purchase, lease,sell,holdand cdrl"eyfeal and p'ersonal . 

property. II 

We also have· jUFisdietidn un'der i8 U. S.C. 247 and 248. 

Under 19 U. S. C. 247, anyone .;Iha "intentiona.lly defaces ,damages i 

or destroys any religious real property, because of the, religious 

character of that prope:r'ty, or at:'t:empts to do so," t:hrough use df 
, 

fire, has committed a felony. Subsection {b} of t:he statute 
,, ' 

http:implicat.ed
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states that the defendant must. have traveled in int.'et-state 6:1:"" 

foreign commerce, or 'used a II facility or instrumentalitY-of 

interstate or foreign' commerce in interstate orfoi~ign' commerc'e,i , 

in c6litmi tting the crime, and caus'ed more than $10, 000 damage. 

Section 844(h) af Title 18 applieswhetl fiie Or an explosi;,e 

is used to commit another crime, arid sect.ion 844 (i)1 of Title 18 

prohibits the use of fire when de'strC;;ying a buiidirtg uSed in 

int.erstate or foreign commerce. s~ction 248{a) (3) of Title is 
v 

makes it a crime to II intentiomllly damage' [Jar dest'roy (] the 

prOperty of a plac'e of' religiousWoi'ship. II As we discuss later, 

however, our ability to use 248 may be limited. 

SuCcessfuL.proSecut.:ions., lri\fE!stigt:..ti'on of church fLies is 

extremely challenging. Fire' 'often des'troys ,al·l of the r'elevaht 

evidence~ In addition to examining theevi'derice at thes(:!ehe of , 

the fire ,manywitne.'sses must be interviewecd in order to get a, 
, , ' 

lead, as there are seldom -i,.titriesses to an arson ata churCh, 
I 

particularly churches located inrtiral areas a's many' of theseI 

, I 
, " 

churches are. There are currently over 200 federal, agent:~ f*din 

the ATF and FBI assigned to the various fire's we'are 

investigat.ing. 

',We have had successful federal prosecutions a.nd haveI 

secured sentences'c0Irimensurate with the, serioushessof t.hese 

crimes . TWo recene cases demdnstratethe t:yp'e of invesi.1sfatidris 

and,prosecutions.thac vindicate federal rights. 

Maw.ry .. county" ."Tennessee. In January of 1~~5, t.Wo 

African American churches and art African Amer'icari~owhed tavern 
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were burned. Local law enforcement investigated, and arrested 
three suspects, all of whom said the fires we·re the result of 
actions they t.ook while into:>cicated, and were int.erided only as a 

joke.. The FBI alsb investigated, arlddetermin~'d that all three 

defendants spent a Sunday watching the Super Bowl, drinking, and ,. 

discussing their ha.t:red of African Americans. The diSCUssion 

later turned specifically to "burning nigger churches. I. After 

gathering variOi;l.S supplies I the defetidarits first d£ov·e to an 

adjoining county and tried to set fire to thefavern by thrOwing 

a mOlotav cocktail through thewiha6w. It failEtd to ignite. 

they also burned a cross on th~ tavern property.· They then 

crossed back into Maury County and went: to t:he Ftiendship. 

MissionarY" Baptist Church, an African Altierican church, artd threw 

a railroad tie a.nd molotov cocKtail through t.he window . The fire' 

ignited arid ca.used heavy damage to the church. They also 
attached a sma.ll cross to t:he church sign and ignited it. They 

then dr6v~ to another African Afuericaric:hurch, the danaan African 

Met:hcd.f.st Episcopal chUrch, again throwi:ng a molotov cocktail 

into the church and causing damage, and again leaving a cross on 

church property. . 

The FBI obtained inculpatory statemertts and physical 

evidence, 'and. id~~titied other pe:tsd-rts who 'later tes'tified before 

the grand jury coricefning the de:fenaarits' intent to burn African 

Al'nericanchurches. Attorneys from tne United States Attorney's 

Office for the Middl'eDistrict. of Tennessee, aswi:ll as from the 

Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division, part.icipated ih 

http:Met:hcd.f.st
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the fed~ral prosecution of these, thtee defend~nt"~. Th:i:!y alsO met 
'often with local church officials, not only to keep them a.ppr'is~d 

of the "developments in ,the federal pro'secut16ti, , hut also to 

discuss with t:hem the, impact: of t:his attackdn t:heme,riib~r6 of the 

church. 

The defenda·ncs were arrested. in August. of 1995 on f~deral 

charges of violating 18 U. s. c: 2"41 'by conspiring to set fire co 

t:he two African American churc:hEis and the tav~rn., Th~y pled 

guilty to t:he'federal charges inOctot;>er of 1995. Two of the, 

defendants we're sentenced to 33 tnontJis in fea.eral prison, arid the 

third to 57 montl1s, fOr this hate'crime. 

One reasbn we decided to: pr'O'ceed *it.tia fede:tal prosecution 

was that because the tavern fittiooi'nhlng occur:fed in:anothEfr 

county, trial in st:ate c6urt wdutd haver'equired separate state 

indictments' and resulted in the juries in each'case seeHig ohly 

part of the overall crime. The federal conspiracy chat:ge 
.' . . 

permittedthefuil scope arid nature of the crime to be·prege~t.Ei!d 
: 

in ,one prosecution, and provide:d ce'rtaiti eviden.tiary advantages, 

such as the admissibility of CO ..d::>Il'Spiicltor' sta:c.ements.' in 
, ' 

addition, the'sehcences thaSe de:feridahtis would hav.e ieceiv~d 

under local law\i.rere Tn'U:ch,less than, federal law wduld permit.~ 

The federa1 sentehdipgguidelines petlTiitted the court to tailor 

sentences which reflected the culpability and s("bsequent 

cooperation and acceptance of re'~pbri.sibilitY by-the deferidartts.· 

'the government was able suc:-cessfully to argue ,at' sent:enc'ing that 

the le"ader of three defendant.s deserved an enhanced setitenc'e. 
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The federal investigation also reVealed 'that the lebal' 

firefight:e'rs who responded to the fi,r'st: Chl.1rc:::h 'bUrning w~re 

placed at a substantial risk 6f death or serious b'odily injury by 

the fire, which also persuaded the court to ifnpose an enhanced 

sentence. Th~ decision to proceed agaInst:. these, defendants iIi 
. . . . 

federal court and on fede~al cha:r'ges res\llt.ed in sentences that 

fit t.he concemptible nature of their actions and the effect of 

those a'ctions on: the members of 'the churches they attempted to 

destroy. 

Pike',couhty,Mia$issiIipi. Oil April 5, 1993, on the 

25th anniv'ersary:of the death of Re~. Martin Lut,her Kihg, Jr" 

two African American churches, in rural southern MissisSippi 

burned to t.he· ground. the FBI I with s'c:)mecoop'eratibn by the 

local sheriff's depa:rtment I took the lead in the investig~ti6n 

and ident.ifi~d three suspects, one adult and t.wo juveniles. The 

Eureaucontactedthe father of 6he suspect, and met with the 
. ' 

suspect:, his father and his att'o:t'riey. Later, the Burea.u agent 

and a la'-"Yer from ehs Criminal Sect;i.on of the Civil Rights 

Division met with another suspectaildene susp'ect's pa.ren~s. The. 
suspects admitted settirtg.fireto the cb:U:Z:ChAS. The churches 

were chosen because they,were African Amei'idiln churc;hes, arid the . 
suspects admitted" rrtaldng racially derogatory tetha:~ks, such as 

"Burn Nigger Burnl> and "that will teach you Niggeb;1I when setting 

the fir'es. 

These fires were set in an area of ~ississi~pi with a 

disturbing and violent racial past. 'this prose'cution sent a 

http:Sect;i.on
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st:rong message that this sort of violertc'e will riot be toleratefd"' 

A thorough six month invesr.igatiqn was'ddne, followed by grand 
jury testimony. Oh October 11 19,93, all three participa.:nts pled 

guilty to violating 18 U. s. C. 241. two defenda:nts \o\Iete sent~nc~:d 

to 37 months in federal prison and one to 46 months. 

These are two inst:anrzes of 'successful federal irivEi~tigation 

ahd prosecution of hate crimes involving·the burning of African 

American churches. Other fires have 'been invest.igated jointly 

with state am;! iocal authorities. Some of ttlese have r-esulted in 

state convictio;n.s and lengthy sentences. 

Incredse" in· repprtsof.:chut:ch;, fi·:t,es . We have found a. 

disturbing increa.se in the nu'(nber of firesa.t chul:cnes repd:ttec. 

to the. Justice Oepart:ment over the past two years. As of May 1,' 

1996 - - only four months int.o the year ... - \lie had received reports' 

(7 of fires at :24 churches seV'etleei'en of which occ:ufred at churches'I?1 
I ( () 	 in which. the membership is pi'e-dominantly Africa,n AIi\~rican. 
~~ 

1'l '-t 	 During 1995, we received reports of fires at. 13 thurcnijs I' and 

reports of acts of vandalism at three churches that:. didri<:>b 
~ 

..,,;- 'Z. Y 	involve fires. Eleven of the fires that occurred in 1995 were at
"1.0 

African American ·churches.' Fi'otn1990 throUgh 1994, 1.\ie received 

and investigated, reports of fires at only 7 houses of'worship, b 

of which were at; Afr¥can American chtircne,s I arid acts ,of ,J.andalisrn ' 

at 5 synagogues.' 

This pattern of church fires has not been limited to atie 

region of the country. the reports of church fires occurring in 
, ' 

1996 ha:Ve come from Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, MiSSissippi, 

http:increa.se
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Tennessee t . Virginia t Sout.h Gai61i:na, and Texas in the sou.the:fn 

United states, and also from Arizona, Maryl'and, and New Jersey. 

In 1995, we invest.igated church fires that occurred in Alabama, 

North and S'outh Carolina, and Tertnessee, a.nd also one t.hat 

occurred at an ~Africa·h American church in Washingtoh st.ate. 

Nearly one-quarter of the cases r'eport,ed 1:0 us in 1995 and 

1996 have been resolved. of the 24 fires reported to us as of M:ay 

1 of this year, arrests have b~en mad~ in t.wb cases, and one has 

been determined to have been accidental. the rest reftilainurider 

act.ive federal irtves'tigation,' and we a£e hopeful that we ca.n 

bring some to conclUsion soon. Of the 13 fires arid 3 itl<:~ident.s. 

of vandalism occurring in 1995, 10 remain under active federal 

invest:igation. TWo investigations have been closed after 

successful federal prosecutioh, and one fire was det.ermirieci to be 

accidental. Arrest's have been made in two of the' incidehts still 

under active iiw'estiga:cion. The thtee incidents of vandalism Cit 

churches in Alabama were resolved through local prosec:u1:ion. 

We ,have ta~en a. nutTtber of st.eps to encbura:g~ local law 

enforcement personnel throughout:. thecolihtry arid others, t.o 

contact. t.he FBI,and'ATt whenever a fire appears suspicious. We 

have also spoken t.ochurch and civil tights lead.e'rs in many areas 

to encourage theTl}'to get the word dtit to their parishioners and 

members that. fires a.nd acts of vandaJ.ism at houses of worship are. ' 

of seribus fe.deral concern, .and t.hat th~'y sho\:lld quickly report. 

these incidents to bot.h local and federal officials. 
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I recently went, to Boligee, Alabama, to visit the 'sites of 


i"ecent c;:hurch arsons' and to meet ,with,1'9ca1 law enforcement. 


of·ficials as well as officials of the damaged churthes. t spbke 


both, of the high priority t.hese cases have in the Department of 


r" J,ustice and of our need fer a .closerelation'ship with local law 

enforcem.ent and local ci~izensfegatdihg these kihds of a6tions. 
, , 

.r was heartened by the recept.ion I was given by local church 

officials, and I hope they, and other church meffibersand other, 

citizens around the country fully understand the Department's 

commitment. I· khow that Ass,istaht Secretary' James JohIison' from 

the Oepartment'of the treasu.ry has also'made a number of 'visits 

to churches around the country victimizedbysuspicibus fires, 

and has eXplain'ed the ma'~ner in wh,ich the' federal government is 

responding to chese fires. 

I am sure that local churc'h ahd cdmmuriity members are a.s 
, ' , 

frustrated as we 'are by those instances in which church fires are' 

not yet: solved. I certainly hdpe t~at those same officials and 

citizen,S understand that we areattively ihvestigat..ing these 

fires, and doi~g whatever we oan todet.ermine what happened and 

to make arrests whE!:c'e tt'im!lnal activity occurred. It is 

important to remember that arsons are arno'rig the most difficult 

crimes to SOlve. " Fite often destroys important, eVidence. Some 

of these fires were set at chur'ches located in rural. isolated 

areas. and for that: reason the fi'r~5 at, some wer'e' e::(t.erlsi"e~In 

some instances, churches burned co the ground. ' It is not yet 

clear whether th'e increase in the number of fires 'reported to u's 

http:treasu.ry
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reflects an :lnci-ease in the number of f.ires that, haVe occurred, 
or reflects an increase in reporting.. As I stated earlier, we 

have actively I;;:m'couraged local titiz:ens and law enforcement 

officials t.o, report all .fires at houses of worship to federal 

officials, and recent publicity about some chur'ch fires may have 

encouraged the t-epoit.ing of othets. 

It. is clear, however, from some of t.he cases tha.t. nave been 

solved, that: some of the, peoplewhoha~ie set fires at hC-uses of 

worship are motivated by hate. Most o'f the other cases are still' 

under investigat:ion. As you know, I cannot discuss" specifics of 

any open case. I can say, however, that during our ihve~tigation"." 

we focus not only on the circ-timstantes of the specific fi:re 

f, before us, but also on whether, "if '\iIe identify a.n individual or 

individuals responsible for the fire, there is any evidenc'e that 

these individuals. have a.ny ties to fire's that have oc:::cu:t'fed 
elsewhere ,in the' count:ry. Because these investigations are 

ongoing, it is premature to drawcohclusions'orieway or the other 

, as to whether the fires we are seeing are part of an' org1:thi"zed 

hat:e moverrient. 

Local..,c6crbiafat.iorL coope'~ation ot;tween state arid local fire 

and, police ,officiais and federal' irivestigator'sa:.ti'd'a.ttorne.ys is 

key to solv-ing su~pi.bious fires." We have had excellent 

'cooperative relationships with state and local police arid fire 

officials in many commu:nit~e9 in whiCh" the ,federai agents have' 

been itwestigat.ing suspicious fires. 

http:irivestigator'sa:.ti'd'a.ttorne.ys


06/10/96 10:50 *6'0000000 
, : 

11 

In many situations" task forces of state, and loc:alpolice 

and fire officials and agent::s from the FBI and ATF have been 

working jointly to inVestigate suspicious fires. In Tennessefe, a 

task force of se've.raldozen state, local, FBI ahd AtF, agE!nts has 

,been set up 'Co investigate fires, that 'occurred in 1995 at the 

Macedonia Missionary Baptist ChU:rch in Fruitvale, the Johrison 
! < t' 

Grove Baptist ,Church in Madison county, the Mt. Calvary Baptist. 
, ' 

Church in Hardema:n County,and the Salem Baptist Church ~n 
'. , ~ 

Fruitland. Sim"ilar task forces have :b~enset up' in Alabama: tb 

investigate suspi'cious fi:b~s at the Mount Zion Baptist: Church, 

l:.Jittle :lido Bapcist: Church and Mourit' Zoar Baptist Church in 

Boligee, and at .the New Libe'rtt Baptist Chur'ch ,in Tyler 

the WOrK of the task force in, TYler resulted in lo'cal ch~rges 

being filed against a localvblunteer' fire fighter. 'A t::ask force', 

consisting of over 20 state, local and federal. agents was 

established ,in, South Carolina to, invest:igatefires that Occurred 

,in June <;if 1,9'95 ,at t,he Mt:. ZionA;M.E. Chur'chiil Gr~ele:yville and 

at the Macedonia' Baptist Chctrch in, Clarendon City. T..iib a'treats 

have been made. in that case, a.nd those individuals are now in 
, , 

federal c:ustzody. Simila.r task force's have been setup 'to 

investigate a, fire occurring in February of 1996, at 'the 'First 
, ''. '. 

Southern B'apt:ist '.churCh in 'tucsOn" Arizona, one t:.hat:. occurred in 

March of t.his year a.t the Gays Hill Baptist Church in Jehkins 

County, Georgia, and fires that occurred on Feoruary ,1, 1996,a.t 

the cypress Grove Baptist Church, ,St. Pa.ul'S Free Bapt.ist Church, 

Sweet Home 'Baptist, Church, and Thomas Chapel Benevolent Society, 
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four churches located within a six mile 'radius of each oelier in 

, Zachary and East Baton Rouge, Louisia.na. A task force of 70­

local, stat:e and federal officers has been investigating t.he 

JanuaryS, 1996" fire at: the Inner City church in KiioXville, 

Tennessee. other task forces are investigat.in.g church fires in 

Satartia and Smithville Mississippi, in Barnwell County. Southt 

Carolina, and Richmond, Virginia. 

In addition to the federal stiece'sses I have described, ther~ 

have also been local. investigatory andprosi~¢utorial successes in 

cases where we and local officials have been involved. There are 

inst:ances in which, after there has been a joint federal and 

stat:e effo.rt to investigate 'a case, local pt'os'ecution is the 

better vehicle. For example, three Afric'an';'American churches. 

Bi.J.e:ks Chapel Chu..:tch, Oak Grove Mis'sionary Baptist Church, and 

Pine Top Baptist Church in Coatdpa, Alabatt\~, were v~ri.dalized 

between February 4 and 5, 1995, causing extensive damage. We 

agreed to monit.or the local pr'osectltioh, rather than bring our 

own charges, because t.he evidenC'e may not have resul te'd in' an 

enhanced sentence under federal sentencing guidelines, the state 

charges carried the ,same penalty as federal charges, ,arid the 

defendants had confessed t'o each element of the' state charges . 
. 

That proseoution :re~lted in guilt-y pleas ~Y two of t.hree 

defendants ages 22 and '1'9, who were sentenced to 4 1/2 years int 

prison, ,with all but. 6 months st.ayed, arid ordered to pay 


restitution. 


http:monit.or
http:Louisia.na
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In a more recent case, th~ Ne~ Lioerty Bapt:ist Church in 

Tyler, Alabama ( an AfrH:an':'Amer.ican church, 'was burned on 

February 28, 1996. A joint:, feq.eral-state inVestigation' f611:o'~e(:!, 

and a volunteer fire 'fighter h~s'been 'Charged: with felon:y arson 

by local officials. 'While the irivestigatioftinto that fire is ' 

'continuing, st.ate prosecutidh in that case ~a:y. also be the most 

appropriate action, takIng into accoi:int the factof-s t have, 

already mentioned., Local charges have also been filed in a fire 

in, Satartia, Mi'ssissippi, after investigation oy a task' force 

consisting ofst.,ate,' local and federal investiga.tors. 
, 

D.iffic;ul,\:,ies, with fgd.er.al"t,utjisdi,c;:,tidn. While I mentioned 

the federal statutes chat give us jurisdict.ion over 'some fires 

and acts of vandalism at houses ofworshipi using tJidse statutes 

d6.s pr~S~rit some di~ficu~ties. 

18 U.S.C., 241 applies when ~e have twoor,mO're def~ndartts 
, , 

acting in a conspi~:tacy, While we can get significant jail 

sentences under Section 241 t we can us'e Section 241 'Only when we 

have a conspiracy of two or more persons. When we do'not have 

two or more individua15 involved in the fire" Sect,iol'1 241 is not 

available. 

When we are left with dnly one sus'pett I oui jurisdic't:ion is 

provided by 19 U.S. C. Sections 247 or 249. pr6sedutioi'ls under' 

Section 247 are:complicated significa.ntly by ,the faCT: t.hat 

subsection (b) of the statute states that. the defendane. must have' 

traveled in int.erstate or foreign comme'ree, oruseaa 11 fa.cility 

or instrumentality of interstate or foreign commerce in 
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interstate or foreign commerce" in: committing t.he diirite., and 

ca.used .more than $10 ,000 damage. 'thes·e p'rovisions make this 

statute nearly ,impossible to use. The $ib,OOO requirement ~ei3.ns 

that when. the dama.ge from the fire i's m.inimal~ or ~heri hate is 

expressed, not through fire btit through de'sec1:~tion or defacenlent 

of houses of worship, 18 U. S.C, 247 is not an available' source of 

jurisdiction.Itl t:hose cases, the message of hate is just as 

Iclear afid the effect on the v'ictirns. oft.en· just. as palpable and 

disturbing, but. an important law e.rtforcem'ent tool is not 

available. 

18 U, s, C, ;24 e (a) {:3} also pro';;'ides federal j u:r'isdiction in 

church arsons. While that Sect-ion could be a useful tool to , 

address this problem, we believe·thatthe supreme'Court's recent 

decision in Utiite(L,Stat~j v, LCj'peZ, 115, S. ct. 1624 (1995), may 

make use of that provision more difficult. 

Section 844 (h) of Title 18 applies when fire·· or an eXplosive 

is used to commit another crime, arid· 'section 844 (i) of Title 18 

prohibit.s the use of fire when destroying a building used in 

interstat.e or foreign commerce. Their utility is limit'ed, 

however, where fio ot.her cl;'ime is presenti or the ihterstate 

commerce neXus is not met . 
. 

'1'11.e Clinton Administration is determined tocOhclusion. 

addre13s this problem using all the law enforcement' ari;d 

investigative tools available, working cooperar.ively with our 

feder~l as well as state and local law enforc~rneht. Solving 

t.hese crimes, and punishing thdSe responsible, remains a high· 
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FEDERAL INVESTIGATtd~s OF FIRES AND ,ACTS 

'OF DES'ECRA'I'ICiNAT kClUSES OF WORS'HIP 


(a~ of Ma~ 21, 1~96) 


o 	 Investigation of fi~es and incidetits of des~c~ati6ti at 
houses of worship are a top priority of the just:.ic' € 
Deparr.ment. 

bSince 1990, we have acr.iv~li in~esti~at~d fif~s ~nd '. 
incidents of desecration at 57 d,ifferent houses 'of worship 
located in 15 states ac:tb's6 the country. In most insr.aht:es, 
the investigations have been h'ahdled cooperatively by ATF, 
FEn, state and local authGrities. 

o 	 In a number of cases, task forces have bi;en established of 
federal, state and local authorities. Well over 200 
federal, state, and local, invest.igators ate actively a.ssigned 
to these investigations. 

o 	 Of the 57 incidents listed, 20 have been solved~ 

o 	 8 have resulted iri, successful federal prosecutiorts and 
have been closed. 

o 	 5 ihc:identshave resulted in succes~ful pl::'osecutions by 
local officials ahd the ~a:ge's are closed. 

o 	 Local cha.rges have be~n filed in 5 other inCidents. 

b 	 Two investigaciorlswere closed aft:er it was discovered 
that tht::! fires were accidental. 

o 	 The majorir:.Y of the unresolved. incidents occur:ied in 1995 
and 1996. 

o 	. A t:btal of 24 incidents have b'een reported thu.s fa:r in 1996. 
One has be'en closed and arrests have he·en made in t'wo 
others. The remainder· are under active ili,'vestigation. 

o 	 A t'otal of 16 incidents were reported in 1995:' Of them, ·6 
have been closed, three thro'ugh lOcal prosecution, . two 
through federal prosecution, an.d·one was det:ermihed to be 

. accidental, Teh remain open and under active investigation.. 

o 	 The· CiVil Rights Division prosecutes church ars'ons or. 
desecrations 6f houses of wGrsb.ipprimarily under 18 U:S.C, 
241. 18 U.S.C. 247, 18 U.S.C. 249(a) (2) ,aha. 18 U.S.C. 944,· 

http:just:.ic
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YEAR BY YO'EAR CHtiRCH AND SYNAGOGUE FIRES AND DE~fECRATioNS 

Alabama 
A.rizona 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Car<Dlina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Virginia 

Alabama 
North Carolina 
south Carolina 
Tetlness~e 

Washington 

Georgia 
Massachuset.ts 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 

Mississippi 

Illinois 

Washington 

Tennessee 

To'tal 
. '.,-' 

1 
1 
1 
5 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
:4 
1 
4 

30 

5 
1 
3 
6 
~ 
16 

2 
:2 
1 

.~ 
1 6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

(as of May 21! 1996) 

1996 
.Open 

3 (1 arrest) 
1 
1 
1. 
5 
2 
3 (1 arrest.) 
1 
o 
o 
4 (1 at:test) 
1 
4 

:. ,·-.'·.. 1.': 
29 

1995 
1 
1 
3 (2 ar:i"ests) 
4 

.1,. 
10 

.1994 

o 

o 

1 

1993 
o 

1992' . 
o 

1991 
1 

J.990 
o 

Closed 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
G 
o 
o 
o 

. ; Q~:. 

1 

4 
o 
o 
2 

....J1.,. 
6 

2 
2 
o 
0.... 
4 

2 

1 

b 

1 
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FEDERAL SGCCESSES 

1. Springhill Baptist Church , 
2. Rocky Point Missionary Baptist Chure:h, Mississippi -~' three 

, defendants pled guilty to federal cohspirac~ char~~~ ~rising fio~ 
the arson of two black: churches in April of 1993 on the anniversary 
of the assassination of Dr . Martin Luther King. The deferidaht:.s 
were sentenced to 46'monthsand 37 months in prison. These cases 
are closed. 

3. Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 
4. Cana.a.nAfriean Methodist Episb6pal Church, Tenn:essee three 
defendants pled guilty in October of 1995 in federal court t"o 
conspiring to ,firebomb, arid either burn or erect c"rosSes at these 
two Afiican-:American chw,:fches in February I 19 9S . In March i 996 I ' 

one defendant was sentenced to 57mont.hs in prisorl while the', two 
other defendant.s were sent.enced t.o 46 mbrtths in prison. These 

,cases are closed. 

5. West End syna.gogue, TennellJsee -- Three defendant.s includihgl 

the Grand Dragon of the renne"gseeK1.l Klux Klan, a Klan and Aiyari 
Nation associate and a juvenile , Skinhead member) were charged, 
federally wit.h conspiring t.o interfere with the rights of Jewish 
people by, firing shot.s into a syna.gogue that caused significant 
property dama:ge in June, 1990. Two of t.he defendants' pled guilty 
and the third was convicted at t.rial. 'fwd of, the defendants were 
sentenced 'La 27mont.hs arid 42 rflbnths in prisoh while the juvenile 
defendant. received probatiOn. This case is closed. 

6 . T~mple Am Eehod. Illinois -. One, defenda:nt pled, guilty to 
federal charges of conspiring.to interfere with the rights of black 
and Jewish cit.izens stemming frdm the June 1992 l::k:miliing of a roller 
rink frequented by black patrohsahd the v'a,nda:lism cfa synago-gue 
where swastikas and other ant.i'-Se:rilitic symbols wete s'pray painted. 
The defendant was senten'ced to lID months in prison. This case is 
closed. 

7. Temple Beth Emunah, 
8. Temple Yo~gIs::tael, ,·fassaehui3etts .:..- In June 1994, four 
defendants, mem.bers 6f a racistSkinhe'ad. Sfrbtip, Tne New Dawn 
Hammerskihs, were charged in federal court:. with conspiring to 
interfere with the right's of African-American and Jewish 
individuals:. One dE?fem'dant, later pled guilty "and the three 
juveniles wer'e convicted in cciiinect:.ion with thedes'ecr-a.tion 'of two 
synagogues. In addition. ,the car of a,t.eacher of the Holocaust 
was vandaliz¢d;and the defehdafn:s us,ed b,asebali bats arid ocher 
weapons t.o harass and intimidate,African-Americans on'the streets 
and at. a shopping rna1 1 . The four defendants were sentenced to 
terms of inc<;lrceration ranging from 4 to 46 months. These cases 
are closed. ' 

http:conspiring.to
http:27mont.hs
http:57mont.hs
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LOCAL SUCCESSES 

1 . Bucks Chapel Church 	 . 
2. Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
3. Pine Top Baptist Church. Alabama -- Between February 4 and 5, 
1995,. these three churches were van'dalized causing· an estimated 
$10,000 in damage.· .A local prosecution' resulted in guilty pleas by . 
two of' three :defendants, ages 22/ 19. and 17. . The two were 

. sentenced co 4 .. 1/2 years in prisoIl. the third d~fendartt committed 
suicide. These eases are clo~ed. 

4. Springfield, Baptist Church . 
. 5 . 	 Elam· Baptist Church,' Georgia On July 20 I 1994/ the 
Springfield church was completely destroyeQ.'bY arson 'and the Elatn 
church was also' set afire. The criminal investigations of these 
mat ters were conducted. b'y officialS of the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation, the' Morgan County Sheriff's Departrhe·nt. and the 
Georgia State Fire Mar~hal resOltingih cOIl~ictions of four males 
on state felony charges of burglary and arson. ,The defendants wer,e 
sentenced to 20 years iI?- prison. These cases are closed. 

6 . Mt. Zi.on A. M • E • Cl:iurch. 
7. Macedonia Baptieit .Chu:r"ch, Sottth CarQlina.. On JUl1.e 20 
and 21, ~995, respectively, these two African..;American churches 
burried. Two subject;:s have been arrested. A.task force utilizing 
21 officials ipcluding 4 FBI Agents, .8. ~.'t'F Agents, :3 Clarehden 
county Sheriff', s qffice officials,'2 SLED. official s, :2 Clare'tidon 
county Fire Department dfficialsarid 2 fede:talprosecutors has been 
working art thi~ investigation. Federal inve"stiga.tionis pending. 

a. New Li.berty Baptist Chu'rc:h, Alabama (Tyler) ..: -' On February' 
28, 1996, this Afrit;:an-American church was completely destr6y~d by 
fire. A voluhteerfire fighter \\1'as char'ged with felony arson at. 
the state 'level arid that prosecution is pending ; A Task, Force 
which has used' 22 participants' including 4 FBI. Agents, '. 15 ATF 
Agents, . :2 officials from the Alabama State Fire Marsha:l 's Office 
and one'Dallas Gounty Sheriff's Department defiuty I has been working 
on chis arson. ' 

9. Elbetihel !'!~B. Church, Missiefsippi (Sa~attia) -- On March 30, 
1996 I an A.fr:ican-}l.merican church under ccmstructibn was set afire 
resul ting in minor da'mage. A task force consisting. of? federal I 
state and local officials. is , investigating. Local charges have 
been filed. 
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S~y OFINC,fDENTS 
(as ofM~y 21, 199~) 

Alabama 

1 .. Mount Zion: Baptist Churoh 

:2. Little Zion Baptist Church , 

3. Mount Zoar Baptist Church (Boligee) - - Between, December 22, 
1995, and January 12, 1996, three African-American Baptist churches 
were destroyed by fire .. A task force consisting of 17 federal and. 
local officials is investigating. 

4. New Liberty Baptist Church (Tyler) --This African-Atri~ric:3.n 
church was completely dest:royed by fire on February .28, 1996. A 
federal-state 't:ask force of over. 20,age'nts has worked art this 
arson. St:at:e charges have been filed. 

5. Jerusalem. Baptist Church (Bolig~e) _•. This church was damaged 
by fire on December 22, 1995.. .. The fire was caused by a furnace 
fire and the iIlVestigation was closed. 

6. Buc:ks. Chapel Church . 
7. Oak Grove Missionary Ba.ptist cnurch .. ... .. 
B. Pine Top Baptist Church (Goat'bpa) - - Between February 4 and 5, 
1995, these t:hree African-American churches were vandalized causing 
an estimated $10,' 000 in damage. A. local prosecution resulted in' 
guilt:y pleas by two of three defendants, ages 22, 19, and 17. ,. Tl1e 
t:wo were sentenced to 4 1/2 years· in prison. , the third defendant .. 
committed s\dcide. .The invest:iga'tion is closed. 

Arizona 

9. First Southern Baptist ChU£ch (TUcsoh) - - . On Febru.ary 9 I 19.9·0, 
a fire at. this;rac:ially mixed chu.rch caused $1,000,000 ,in damage. 
A task force including FBI. ATF and lo'cal aut:horitiesJ.s 
investigating. 1 

Georgia 

10. Springfield Baptist Church 
11. Elam Baptist Chu;reh (Madison) -- On July 20 1 1994 1 the 
Springfield church (African-AmericaI'll. was ,complet:ely destroyed by 
arsohand t:h~ Elam churCh (preddminantly white) was also set afire. 
These mat: ters were investigated by state and local off icials andI 

four males were convicted of burglary and arson nand sentenced to:20 
years. 

12. Gays Hill, Baptist Church (Jenkirls County) - -' On March 27 I 
1996 I this African-American churi::::h located in a· rural area of 
Jenkins ,County was totally. destroyed by fire. A task. force 
consisting of federal and local officials is investigating. 
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tlLinois 

13. l'empleAJ:n Echod (Waukegan) . - -' One defendant ,,:i'as sentenced to 
110 m6nths in piison fot ~6rt$~iririg ~o irtterfete ~ith th~ tights 6f 
black arid Jewish citizens stemming from the June 1992, bombing .of 
.a roller rink frequented by black p'atrOns arid the vandalism of a. 
synagogue. This case is closed. 

Kent.uckv 

14. Cash Creek Baptist Church (Henderson) :.. - ,On April lO I 1996, 
this predominantly white. church wast'otally destroyed by fLre 
resulting ih total damage of $262, OOO'~ The. FBI and Kentucky Scate 
Police are conducting a joint investigat.ion into this· fire. 

Louis.iaha 

l5. Cypress Grove Baptist. Church 
16. St. Pa.ul's Free EaptietChurcli 
17. Sweet Home. Baptist chui6h " . 
18. Thomas Chape1 Benevolent societ:y (Zachary and East BatOn 
Rouge) ,--, On February l# 1996, these four African~Americ:an' 
churches located within a six'mile r~dius of each other ,wereI 

burned, resulting in par'tial des'truction to' Cypres'S Grove '. arid 
minimal damage to the othe'r th:ree churches. A.' task force 
consistihg of l2 federal and l6cal officials' is investigatihg. 

19 .. St. CharlE!S Ba.ptist Church (Pa1ncourtville) ... A fireoccurr~d 
ac: an African-American church on April II, 1996" The FBI, A'IF and· 
local inv~stigat:ors are investiga.ting jointly. 

Maryland 

20. FruitlaJid.First Baptist Clitir<:h (Fruitland) -- Oh january 30, 
1996, this predominantly white church with a predominantly white 
congregat.ion burned, causing an estimated $lS0,OOOiri damage. ~n 
FBI investigation is' underway. . 

21. William watters Meeting Hou'se of the Society for Fti~'nd8 
(Quakers) (Bel Air) -- 'On Ma:rch 21, 1996" this Quaker church' 
burned. An investigation consist.ing of federal and local officials 
is unde:t-wa y . ' 

MassacQ,us,et ts 

22. Tetnple ,Beth Emunah (Brockton) 
23. . Temple Young Israel, (Randolph) In June 1994, four 
defendancs, .members of a racist. Skinhead group were charged in 
federal court with conspiring co. interfere with the rights of 
African-American a:p.d Jewish indiViduals. Ohe defendant later pled 
guilty and Lhe t.hree jl;lvertiles were convicted in connection with 

,I . 
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the desecrat: ion of two syna.gogues arid other a.'ct,s of harassment. 
The' four defendants were sentenced to terms of incarceration 
ranging from 4 to 4!, months. these cases are closed .. 

Miss,issippi 

,24. Springhill Baptist Church 
2S.' Rocky Point Missionary Baptitst Church (.~mite COl.oltltY and P{ke 
County) - - Three defendants pled gl.olil ty to federal conspiracy 
charges arising from the' arson of two African Arnericar. churches in 
April of 1993 on the anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King. The defendants were sentenced to 46 months and 37 
months in prison. 

26.E~bQthel M.B. Church (Satartia) -- On March 30, 1996, an 
A,frican-American church under cohstrl:1cticm was set afire result.ing 
in minor damage. A task force consisting, of 7 federal, state ,arid 
local officials is investigating. Local charges have been filed. 

27. St. Paul' EI Christian Me'thoa.istEpiscopal Church (smitJ1ville) ' ­
- A f ire causing nominal damage to, an African-Arnericah chur'ch 
occurred on Ma~ch 5, 1996. A f~de~al and lOcal ea~k fdrce i. 
investigating. ; 

28. Cistern Hill ChUt'ch (Comb) _ .. On AugUst 9,' ~994, the Cistern 
Hill Church, a semi-rural church with a predominaIitlY 
African-American congregation, was completely destroyed by. fire,. 
The fire" was' previously investigated,., by the ,local sheriff's 
DeparLment but was never solved. The FBI and ATF have opened a 
join~ ihv.stigation. 

29. St. Paul Primitive Baptist Church (Meiidan) -- On April,7, 
1996, this African-Arn:erican church was totally destroyed by fire. 
Investigators determined the fire was caused bya cigarette arid 
have ruled the fire accidental. This investigatiohisclosed,' 

30. Mount Zion Baptist Church (Ruleville) -- Oh March 20, 1996, a 
fire insideth1s African-Americah church resulted in the burning of 
two church pews arid extensive smoKe damage. The FBI and ATF are 
investigat~ng ~he fi~e. ' 

New,Jersev 

31. V¢ice Center Baptist Church (Tinton 'Falls) - - On February 1."3. 
'1996, 	 t:he interior of this predomiriantly ~fric'an.;.Ame'rican church 
was completely destroyed by fire. the PBi and Lhe Monmouth county 
Prosecutor's Office are conduct.ing a joint investigation. 

New York 

32. River Vie", Missionary (KiIigstdn) -- On April ~9, 1996, this 
Af can-American church was burned. 
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North.Carolina 

33. Mount Moriah Baptist Chu.tch (Efland) -- Or. December 25 I '1995" 
chis .African-American church bUi-hed. Both local and . feda,tal 
officials are investig~tih~. 

'34. Hebron Un;ited Methodist (Vail) --, On Aprii 26, 1996, this 
white church was burned. 

south.. Cat:ol~iha 

35. Mt. Zion A.M.E. Ch1.lrah(GreeleyVille) . 
36. MillcedoniaBaptist Chu.reh (ClaretidonCity) --' African,":American 
churches burned on J'une 20 .and 21, .1995. Two'subjec'ts have been 
arrested by local officials. " A task force consisting of 21 federal 
and local officials is inv·estig'a.ting. A federal ,investigatioh is 
pending. 

37·. Mount olivet Baptist Church 
38. Allen's Chapel' , 
39. Rosemary Baptist Church (Barnwell COUht:?) .:.- Fires o'ccurred at 

. two' predominantly white churches atid one African American church 
(Rosemary Baptist) on April 13, 1996. The pulpit at the 
predominantly Af:tican-AmeI:"icah Rosemary Baptist church, was 
completely destroyed. A federal . and local, Lask force is 
investigating. 

40. St. Paul Baptist Church (Dixiana) .. .;. Ih August 1995 f this 
church was completely destroyed by fire. A. juvenile and two 
adults, age 18 and 19, were charged with state ars'on charges. The 
FBI is investigating. . 

41. EffIngham, ,Baptist: Church (Effingham]. - '" On April 26, 1996, 
this 114 year-old African-American church was set. afire. As a 
t'esul t., t.he sanGtuary was <:ompletely d~stroyed ahdthe meeting hall 
was partially damaged;. The FBI arid A'l'F have opened a joint. 
investigation. 

Tennessee 

A task force ,c'onsisting of several dozen federal arid state 
officials is investigating irtc~dehts 42~ 43, 44, and 4~. 

42. Macedonia Missionary Ba.ptist Churc:h (Fr~itvale) , 
43. Johnson Grov'e Baptiat Ch:urc:h(Madisort County) , On January 
13, 1995. during the Dr. Martin. LiJ.i:her King, Jr:. I, holiday ,",eekend, 
both African-American churches were totally destroyed by fire. 

44. Mt. c'a.lvar,i Baptist church (H~rdeman County) - - On January 31, 
1995, this African-American church burned a'tJ.d wa.s part.ially 
destroyed by fire. 
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4S. Salem Ba.ptist Church (Ftuitla,h'd), ah December 30 , 1995, fire 

partially desr-royed this church. 


46. New Wright I s Chapel Missionary Baptist Church (Shelby Cou'rity) 
On Septemper 6, 1994 ,a, fire burned this African-American 


church. The FBI and local fire officials are investigating, 


47. llii:ler City Church (Knoxville) -,,- On January 8 1 1996'1 the 

sanctuary of this African":Americah church was destroyed by fire/ 

and racial slurs were spray painted on the doors and walls. A. task 

force consisting of 70 federal and local' in'iestigators is 

investigating. , 


48. Mt. Pleasa.nt'Baptist Church (T'igrett) -- on May 14, 1996, this 

African-American church was burned. 


49. Friendship MisSionary Baptist Chu'rch, 

SO,, Canaan African Methodist, Episcopal Church {Maury ,county) - ­

Thre.e defendants pled guilty' in October of 1995 in federal court t:o 

conspiring tofirebbmb and either ,burn or erect crosses at these' 

tlAlO African-American churches in February 1995. one defendant: was 

sentenced, t.o 5'" months in prison while the two other defendants 

were sentenced, to 46 months in prison. These cases are closed;', 


51. West End. SynagogUe (Nashville)-- 'three defendants, including \'J 

the Grand Dragon of the Tennesse'e Ku Klux Klan", a Klan and A.ryan 
Nation associate and a juvenile Skinhead me'mb'er, ,were charged 
federally with conspiring to interfere wit.h the rights of Jewish 
people by firing' shots into a synagbg'ue tha,t, caused significant 

,property 	damage in June 1990. Two of the defe':hdants pled guilty 
and the third was convict.ed at t.rial' Twd of the defe'ndants were 
sentenced to 27 rhonths and 42 months in prisoh while the juvenile 
defertdant received pr6b~tion, this ca~e is clos~d. 

Texas 

52. Cypress Trailslrriit,ed Methodist Church , ' 
53. Resurrection Lut,heran ChurCih (Spring) - - On JaIluaty 27, 1996, 

these two predominantly white churches, located approximately five 

miles aparc, burned. The FBI' arid the Ha:r:ris county Fire nepartmeIi.t 

are conductihg a joint "invest:.igatidn into these fires. 


54. Kingdom of God in Cbrist (Dallas)- - On Februa:ry 10 I 1996 1 ' a 

hole was punched into. the, back of this racially mixed church. 

Silverware ,arid furniture were stolen, bbscehi t.ies, racial epithets 

and references:to KKK were written on the walls. 


Vi r.gi:ni a 

S5. Glorious Church of God in Christ (Richmond) -Qrt Feb'rua:ty 21, 

1996, c.his African-American church was destroyed by fire resulting 

in damage in excess of $250,000. 'A federal-local task force df 12 


I 
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investigators is contin1oling its ihvestigatiCin. 

Washing.t:on 

S6. Full Gospel Pentecostal Church -- On July 28 I 1995 I a racially 
mixed church located in· a predom.inantly African-Amer'ican area ~as 
dest.royed qy fire. The PSI . and .local fire department. are 
invest.igating' .• 

57. Ebeneezer African Methodist Chu.i-'ch (Seattle) -'-- In November 
1991, a racially mixed church located in a predcftninelnt.ly AU:ican-. 
American area was significantly damaged by fire. 'The FEI and local 
fire department are invest'igating. 

http:predcftninelnt.ly
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

., Office of 'the Press Secretary 

. (Greeleyville. South Carolina) 

For Immediate Release 'June 12. 1996 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

AT THE DEDICATION OF MT. ZION, AME CHURCH 


Mt. Zion AME Church 

Greeleyville, South Carolina 


9:40 A.M. EDT 

THE, PRESIDENT: 'thank you very much Bishop and Reverend Mackey. Let me begin 
by rhanking you all for being here and making us all feel so welcpme. And before !. -- and 
thank you for that -- (laughter) -- before I go into my remarks, I want to present the Reverend 
Mackey a 'Jittleplacque I brought that is dedicated to the congregation of this church, Mt. Zion 
AME. It says. "We must come together as one America to rebuild our churches. restore hope 
and show the forces of hatred they cannot win." I hope you will put this up in your church, 
Reverend Mackey• and remember this day' always. I'm honored to be here with you. ' 
(AppJause.) . 

You. know, first of all, let me say rm honored io be here with so many distinguished 

Americans. I thank ,Senator Homngs. and Congressman Clyburn for coming down here with 

me today. I thank Congressman Inglis for being here.. And our good friend, John Conyers, 


,from Michigan. is either here or onbis way here:" Congressman Conyers. I thank him. I want·' 
to thank al1 the dignitaries who have come to join us ~- Reverend Jesse Jackson for coming back 
home to South C,arolina•. and ~nk you for being here. And I want to thank Reverend Joseph 
Lowry. the, very first person who wrote me to say that our nationalgovernrtlen[ needed to do 
more about these church burnings. Thank. you•. Reverend Lowry, for doing that. And I thank 
myoId friend, Bishoplames , for coming back here; and Reverend loan Campbell, Mayor Riley.' 
Mayor Koble, Mayor Kellahan. and· others who are h~re., " . 

And, of course. I w~nt to thank the Mayor of Greeleyville, who met me at the airpon 
and rode in with'me and talked to meabour this tiltle Community and its challenges and its' 
promise. I thank the Attorney General arid the Secretary of the Treasury for coming down. with 
me here today 10. dem.onstrate just how jmpOItant we 'think it is [0 get to the bottom of these 
church burnings, and alloi'us'are going 10 be' working- together on that,"! thank my' good 

. friend. Millard Fuller. from Habitat for Humanity. for being here; and RandalJ Osborne, the 

1 
" 
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SCLC administrator.' Reverend Mack Jones,theNCCC; Reverend Ed Johnson; It.A. Leonard 
(ph.); Reverend Patricia Lolunan (ph.). " ' 

And I'd like to make aspecial recognition and ask him to raise his hand, the Reverend 
, 'Lany Hill, of the Matthews Murldand Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, which 
. burn¢ just Jast week, Reverend Hill, would you raise your hand? ,Where are you, sir? Here 
, he is. Let's g~ve him a hai1d~GoOd to see you again, sir. Thank you. (Applause.) 

'First o(a11 , 1 thlDk it's imporianftO' note t'tiat we're celebrating a little something today. 
When the Pastor came here, he told me this church had 42 members. and now it has 200 
members. (Applaus~.) This church is li~e Sh3drach, Meshac and Aded'nego. They can bum 
the building down, but they couldn't bum the faith out, And so we ce1ebrate the triumph of the 
faith of the members' of this chutch.· We celebrate those who' have wal~ed from the fire 
u~rmed, girded by God's faith. ',", 

, • • f ' 

We see in the rebuilding of this church that the false .idols of hatred and division did not 

win. The church that bumed here,just down the road, was built a leng time, ago. And when 


, I was driving down that little country road [0 look at that site,l told Reverend Mackey it was 

like going down memory- lane for me. There's a little road like that off a little ,higbway in' 

'southwest Arkansas where my great grandparents are buried in a'country churchyard next to a 

church that is about exactly ,the, same size that little cburch was, And 1 went down there JUSt a ' 


, few years ago ,to kind ofrevisi( my past, and r felt .Iike 1 was doing it aU over again today. 

Then ~hen we came out here and'l saw',where this church' is, I 'thought, you know, in 

just ~ few weeks this ~ilJ be one of the few churches in America where everybody can have a 


, fresh ear or' corn ,on the way in or out of church ._" (laughter) . ' 

, ,-- sort of strengmen their bodies as well as their faith as they go aiong. 

You think about what happened 9Q years' ago when the other church was built, people 

might have expected things like a church bombing. That was time of Jim' Crow, and there were 


, . evening Jynchings in the South. It was ~ time of abject poveny, worse than' any~ing we call 
poverty today. Ii was, 90 years ago, an expression of faith and cOfJrage for people to get 
lOgether ~nd'build a ,church. 

But it was the church' that saved me people until the Civil Rigl;1ts revolution came along. 

And it is,' therefore, I think" doubly troubling to people -- ',some of whom are over here on this 

platfonn today who speT,lt their entire lives working for equal opportunity among our people, 

working for an end to the haued that divided us for too long .- to see our native South engulfed 

in a rash of church burnings over the last year and a, half: We have' to, say to all of you who 

have beenaftlicted by this, we ~ow that we're not going back to those dark days, but we are 

now reminded ,that our job is not done. Dr. King once said, "What self-Centered men have tom ' 

down. other· centered men can build up. II (Applause.) , 


. , 

The men and women of Mt. Zion have shown us the meaning of these words by refuSing 
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to be defeated and by building up this new church. Others have com~ together with you. The 
Pas[ortold me he got contributions from.all over the world to help to rebuild this church, fl 
just a few days we'Jl have a joyful noise coming oUt of mis church. But today, just as you 
have come [ogether. I want to ask me people of America to come together. I want to' ask every 
citizen as we stand on this hallowed gro~ndtogether, to help to rebuild our churches, to restore 
hope. to show me forces of hatr~d mey cannot win. ' 

I want [0 ask every citizen in America to say we are not going back. we are not slipping 
back to those dark 'days: 'Every; time you hear. somebody'use-raceor religion as an instrument 
of division and hatred, speak up against it. Every time you hear somebody do mat. (Applause.)
.if you have any inclination, any evidence of anything you have seen or heard that somebody else, 
might be planning to do someth.ing Jike this, tell the lOCal authorities and Jet's stop this before 
it gets staned.' If you know anything about any of the unsolved cases, come help us solve memo 

. This is wrong. 

The American people are . the most religious church-going people of ~ny great democracy. 
We cannot let someone come into our democratic home. the home of our faim, and stan ' 
torching our houses of worship. It,doesn't matter whether it's mis Christian church or the· 
mosque that was burned in South Carolina. ,People have a right to worship God any way they 
please. That's what the First Amendment oime Constitution is about. We cannot ever let this 
happen in' our country again~ (Applause.)· , ' . 

. , 

, Long before President Lincoln said it, the Lord spoke to u~ in the Scripture and said', I'A 
house divided against itself cannot stand." It was alw-ays true. ,What a price we paid down here 
when we forgot it. What a benefit we have gained down bere when we let it go. We caMot 
go back to mose days. 

But if you look all over the world you see how easy, it is for people slowly, step by step I 
to fa" into the patterns of blaming oth.er people who are ,different from them for the difficulties 
of the moment. Now, we know as we see mese fires ·of racial and ethnic hatred sweeping the 
worJd, as we see Africans from different tribes slaughter each other, as we see the ethnic hatred 
that consumed Bo~nia. as we see, it 'place after'place all. over the globe, we know how easy it 
is for me hean of human beings to be hardened against one another 'just because of 'Superficial 
differences.· 

. J pledge to you I wjJl do. everything I can to prosecute those responsible for the rash of 
church' burnings --. (applause) .~ to prevent future incidents, ,to help communities to rebuild. 
(Applause.) But Anlericans must lead the'way, for this is first and foremost an aUalr of the 
hean. And our beart,must be purged of any temptation to go back to the kinds of divisions mat 
cost us so,dearly. especially here in the southem pan of our country. 

For months, more man200 federal agents have been working on these church burnings. 
There are now 33 active cases. We've closed 10 cases already through investigations. arrests 
and prosecutions. Let me say, again, how profoundly grateful I am for the. work 'done by the' 
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Attorney General and the Secretary of the Treasury and all those people who work' with them. 

We will continue to probe these crimes. We will continue to use our top Jaw enforcement 

officers. 'We will continue to see that these invesdgations meet a strict code of professional and 

personal conduct. I expect to get' a report on this every week until the job is done. 'And I want . " 

you to help us fin,ish the job. ,(Applause.)· ,.'.,' 


I also want to say that we must keep this out of politics. This is about America. This 
is about what i( means (0 be American. I, want to say a special word of [hanks to a Republican 
Congressman from Illinois, HentyHyde; ~a: Democratic Congressman from Michigan John ,y , 

Conyers. who have together sponsored legislation thatwill make it easier for us to punish those 
who bum houses of worship, And I hope Congress will pass the legislation very. very quickly. 
(Applause. ) 

" We also must work together to rebuild all these churches. We will work with Congress 
(0 give HUD the resources they need to guarantee Joans by private lending institutions. And I ' 

,want to applaud the business and community leaders who provide money and folks to assist in 
rebuilding these churches all across our country. 

" 

Already these burnings have sparked an outpouring of concern. The Alabama association 
of Habitat for Humanity is recruiting volunteers to rebuild several of the churches in Alabama; 
Today.. Habitat for Humanity International has made a commitment to ·help an the communities, 
that have lost churches in these arson attacks to rebuild. And I want to thank the founder ,of 
Habitat. Millard Fuller, who's here, for what his commitment is today. Thank you, sir. Thank . 
you. (Applause.) 

" 

I applaud me National Council ofChuri::hes -- and I thank Reverend Campbell for being 
here "-- for their financial commitment to rebuilding. I thank Nations Bank for stepping up [0 

[he challenge and issuing a $500,000 reward for the alTest 'of those responsible for church 
burnings. (Applause.) , 

Bm in the end, let me say again, we must recog~ that this is everybody's problem. 
Every citizen, every minister and religious leader in this country should be speaking out against 
this violence. Every house of worship in America must be a sacred place _. not just Christian 
churches for those of 'us who are Christian, but our synagogues and our mosques. Arty place 
where people gather to worship according to the dictates of their conscience should be protected 
from violence. . , 

Reverend Billy Graham wanted to be here todayimd sent me theSe words for a1l of us 
to renect on. ,He said, the problem between various ethnic groups is worldwide; it is a problem 
of the hean. J(s,eems thal much of the. world is affected by this terrible disease, which should, 
be called by irs right name -- sin. (Applause.) , " 

So I ask you today. my fellow Ameri!=ans, to celebrate, the triumph of the rebuilding of 

this'church, [Q express gratitude for the fact that the huge vast majority of our· people of all races 
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deplore what has been done and revere the "right of every Arnerican (0 worship God in his or . 
her own way .. But I ask: you to reaffirm our responsibility to keep working, working together, 

. ' 

not to ever let America fall back into those pattetnsof hatred and division. which can so easily 
consume ,any civiiized people. ' . 

We bave to sing a song full of the faith, that the dark past has bra"ught us, full of the hoPe 
that the present has brought us. tel's face the rising sun of this new day begun. But Jet us 
remember we have to march on until victory is won. (Applause;)' . 

• "'. - . '1 ',; , 
, -.-., ~' 

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you'~" (Applause.) 

END 9:54 A.M. EDT 

, ~., 
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EXECO JIvE OFFICE OF i HEPFtESiOEN I LRMNO:4B05
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

Washington, D.C. 20503"()001 FILE NO: 2422 

6119196 
LEGISLAliVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM 

TO: legislative LitiiS*'Officer. See Distribution below: '" 

"FROM: Ja'mes JUKES "\...- ,'. " ' " (ifOr) Assistant Director for L,egislative Reference 

OMS CONTACT: . Ronald JONES 395·3386 • Legislative Assistant's Line: . 395·3454, ' , , 
C-=US. A,::,TE,\;6EAIL. P=GOV+EOP. O=OMB. OU'=LRD. S=JONES. G;::RONALD. I::i:E 
jones_re@a.e .gov',' .,,' ' 

. , 	 .,' , 

SUBJECt: 	 OMS Request for Views on Senate substitute :amendmentfor Church' Arson 
Prevention Act' ' 

DEADLINE: 4:00 PM Wednesday, June 19,1996 

In accordance with OMB Circular A.19" OMS requests the views of your agency on the 'above subject before 
advising on its relationship to the program of the President ' 

Pltase advise us It this Item'wlll affect direct spending or receipts for purposes ofthe "Pay·As.You,.'Go" 
provisions of Title XIII of the:Omnlbu8 Budget Reconclllatlon,Act of 1990. ' " 

'....___ ,COMMENTS; Attached Is what DOJ believes to be the most current version of,the Falrcloth-K~nnedy substitute for, 

(1--\ ,the Church Arso,n Prevention Act,' DOJ e,xp,ects the bill to be introduced today with a possible vote 
'f\ / ' tomorrow. We may be expected to produce a SAP on very short notice, 
,-." . ,'. 	 " 
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lEGISLAliVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM LRM NO: 4805 
Distribution List, 

... 	 : FIL.E NO: 2422 

SUBJECT: 	 OMS Request for Views on Senate substitute amendment for Church Arson 
Prevention' Act 

... " 

,AGENCIES: 

54-HUD -Vacant· 2027081793 

51-JUSTICE;. Andrew Fois ·2025142141 

118-TREASURY • Richard S. Carro ~ 2026221146, 


. ,.' ,I 

" .' 

EOP: 

Dawn Chirwa 
steve Neuwirth 
Tracey Th'drnton 
Peter Jacoby 
Paul Weinstein 
Steve Warnath 
R'ehm. Emanuel 
Bob Damus ' 
Roz Rettman 

,,' 	Chuck Konigsberg , 
Alice Shuffield 

, Joe Minarik 
Karen Kizer 
Jim Murr 
Alan Rhinesmith 

. Harry Meyers 
, 	 I' Mark Schwartz 

Steve Redburn 
Joseph Firscheln 
Ken Schwartz,. 
David haun' 

'Joe Leckey
Kattiy Wallman 

, Kim Burke,· 
Art Stiglle, 
Stephanie 
Kaufman 
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RESPONSE TO. ' , , LRM N(';): 4805 
lEGISLAtiVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM FILE NO: 2422 

,."__ , •• _h ,,',_, 

If your response to this request for views is short (e.g., concur/no comment). we prefer that you respond bY"e~mailor by 
faxlng.us this response sheet. ' . , .' ,... ._ . 
If the response Is sh0r:t and y~u p~eferto call, please call tne branch-wide line shown below (NOT the analyst'sJlne). 
to leave a message with a legislative assistant., '. ' , 

'You may also respond by: ' 	 " . . . 
(1) calling the analysUattorney's direct line (you will be connected to voice mall If the analyst does not, answer); or 
(2) sending us a memo or letter: ' '" .'.' 

Please include the LRM humber shown above, aM the subject shown below. t 

TO: 	 Ronald JONES 395·3386 

Office of ManageiTi~nt and Budget 

Fax Number: 395-3109 . . . . . 

Branch-Wide Line (to teach legislative aSSistant): 395..3454 


. FROM: 	 (Date) 

~:"":"";'_______"";';";---'-~"';"""';;"'"'--"-'--"""-_--'--:-,-_"--'-'-- (Name) 

~~_______..........___..-...'-' ........... ......;.;.._....:...-..-......;.__-'--~-.....o..- (Agenc,'l. 


-,'....." "'-'-'_"","'-_--'--______'--"'-_-'---'---'--_-'--________-'-- (Telephone) 

SUBJECT: OMS Request for Views on Senate substitute amendment for Church Arson 
. Prevention Act, ..' ",. 

-
The following Is the response of our agency to your request for views o~ the above-captioned subject: 

.;..,;,..____ Concur 

____.... No Objection 

________ No Comment 

___............. see, propo~ed edits on pages _.____ 


___-'-_ Other: ______________________ 

____--,-~. FAX RETURN of ___', pages. attached to this response sheet 

" , 
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l01tH CONGRESS ,". S',' •' 2ti SESSIO).l ----..... 

... ' 

, , 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES ' 

Mr. FAntCWTI{ (for hiDaelf lUll! },fro K.'R~"EDV) b'i.t:odueerJ tlle following bllli' 
wllh;h \t'~ rWd. rawSUi: and ~d to the CoDi.mlttee on ._ 

A BILL 

To' increase Federll prOte~\on aga5mt arson and Othel' 

destruction of places of reli&ious worship: ' 

1 ' Be it enacted by' tnt $tnllt~ and House of Represrn-tao , 


2 tivts a/the UniUdStates ofAmeriJ:IJ in Congress fJSsembllJdJ 


3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 


4 ' I This Act may be cited R.S the Hq,urch. Arson Pre\'en­

5 ti~" AM. nf 1996tt
, 

'6 SEC. ~ FINDING&. 

7 The Congreae 6nds the followinr: 

8 (1) Tlus l.uchlcnct! ut U,ClKJll or oLller d.eJ5tru~ioll 

9 orVA.nn~1ilm of Jlln.r.p.~ ofr,.ligious worship, and the 

10 :ineidenee of Violent interference with 811 indivld~al's 

11 ' , la~1'ul exercise or Rt1;empted exercise of the right of ' 
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1 ' rfiligiou~' freedom ut II. phlC~ uf ~ligiuLl~ wOl'ship pose 

2 a senous national problem', 

3 (2) The inc1dellceof arson of places of relieious 
,. , 

4 worship is pnrtieuJarly ac\ltA! in the eopw-",t of plaee.Ci 

S of religious worship' that serve predominantly Afri.. 

6 .ean·Anler1CIn contreptions. 


7 (3) Dama.ea to "A1tei~U& ~~~rty bAud f.'ft th• 


. 8 religious, 1"&ei11, or ethnic chtu"aCter of tluit prop-' 

, ~ 

9 erty­

1 0 ~) hinders interstate co~erce by Imped· 

'11 . lng the movem.entor members or Wgeted 

t2 groups in Areas of Our Nation and preventing 

13, them fro~ engaging in commerce iu those areas 

14 on a.ecount of their race, color. religion, or na­

lS tional origin; 

H5 (B) impedes Indh1duals in moving inter­
. . 

17, at.a.te becAuie of their rllcs, oolor. reliBion, or 

18 . national origin; 

19 (C) i. often cOl'nmittl!d byindividn8.1swit.h 

20 tiel to ~Up8 that opera.t.e na.tionWid~, and 

21 (0) 4iaruptsthe t.ranqLl:Uity' cd aafety of 

2.2 aommurutles and Ii d8eply divisive. 

23 (4:) Cbanlec in Federal law are necessary 'to 

24 :deal properly with this problem. ' 

http:plaee.Ci
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1 , (5) .Altho\1ghloeeJjudsdictiona have' attempted- ,I 

2 
, , 

to ,respond to 'the challenger; 'posed by suchac~~, of 
"~ '. • • 1 ' • • 

3 ,destrUction 'or damage to religious property,,- the 

4: problem 'is sufficiently serioua, 'Widefq)'i'P.MI Md 

5 inters'tata inscoPG to, w~rfant. FedtrttJ:', h'i~tventJ.Qn 

cS ' to ft.$SistStetc Wld loew JUJ'lsllicLio.ua., 

7 ,'(6) Oongrf!~'" hl\~autholi\Y pursuauL :1.0" lhe 

8 , , COlnlllerce clause of the ConstitUtion to m'l\ke actS' of 

'9 des~ction or ,damage ,fA)' t:eJ,igiousproperty l\viola~ 


10 tion of Fede;tellaw. :, , ' 


11 (7) Congress,hasa,uthorlty pUht"UUllt,' to, section 

i,_ '., .• 

12 ,2 of the iSthamendment. t.n mAk~ Adions, of' pnvate ' 

13 citizens inoti~ate~ by .race,' color, or. ethpiclty 'that 

14 '-interfere with the' abi,1ity of ci~zellS to hold 'or use 

15 
, 

.religious property Without fear of attaclc. vioIlltions 
. , 16 . of Federal crlmine.lla.w. , 


17 " (i) COhlreU, h.tu &n1'.hrn-lty rUlrmant to, 8ection,: 

~.. .... " ., . 

, ' 

IS' 2 of, the 13th Mlclldment to molte the, commission,' 
r • '/ 

:19 o( an arsoll or ot.hu Lias luotiVated desttUctionoT 

20 vandalism of a place of reUgious· worship violations 

21 of Federal erlmfnalla.w. 

(9) Congrea~ ha. the 'at1t,nority pllrw:JUlt to sec­

23 

22 

tio~ 5 ,of. the '14'th amendment. to make Violent 'inter­

24 ; ferep.ce with, ,11 citizen's, free eXerdse' of the right of 
.1 . 
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l '. rtHi,tiuut5. worship Liltough .darnage to· reUgiousprop­

2. erty a violation ot Federal lA.w.· . 
. . 

3 SEC. 8. PlWRIBl1l0NOF .VIOLENt IN'.tEllFERENCB WITH 

4 'BELIGIOUS 1VOllSHIP. 

S ·Se~tion 247 of title 18 of"the United States ·Codeis 
" . .".' . 

c5 &nl!nded-· 
• • I 

7 (1) in subsection (a)~ .. 


8 (A) in paragraph (l) by inlerting U raclal.
t 

90rethnio" after "of the J"$li;icUS"j nud . 

10 (Ii) byst.rlking'. H sub3ectioll (c)Unnd in- ,. ' 

. 11, . sening "subsection (d)"j 

12 (2) by, suikiug N'oSiaUon (b)tmd 1ncirtJllS: th~ 

13 followlng: . 

14 
, 

"(b) The· ~irctUnstanees referred.to in 
,. 

,subsection (a) 

1S are tll.a.~ , 

16 "(1) tl'ie offeDse is in or affeots hi~rstL\te or . 

17 foreign cornmereej or 
., " . 

18 . "(2) in conunitting, planning, or preparing to 
- " 

19 cOm.nUt an offense, the de.fendant­

20 "(A) trnve1R in. interstAte or'foreian com-
.' " 

'21' meree; ot 
• ,j • 

22 . 41(B) uII.t.b.emAiI or Any-fAcility or. in .. 

2.3 . struInentality uf luLc:rft1.ate 01~ 'fcrcignc6m.;. 

24 merce,'ti 

,I. ' 

http:referred.to
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, 5, 

1 (3) by redesignating IUb~eCtiom; (c), (d), and 

2 (e), &s sub$eetions (dl. (e). and (fL respectively, and 

3 adding the following subsection:' 
. .. . 

4 I~(e) \V'hoever mtentionally dG~8ceS. damages, or de- " 
,: 

,5 strays auy reli&io\lsreal property' beea.use . of the raee, ., 

6 color,. religious charaeteliati,cs or .thnie characterisUci ·of 
, .. 

7 any innn-idual associated with that religious property, or 

8 . atb!mpt" to do so, shall be punished a.& prOvided in sub· 

9 . 'Iction (d) of t.hiJ section."; 

10 " (.) in 'subsection (d)(2), ali l'ademgnated, by 

11· ,&b·iid.cg "t\ ,n.ne in 6C:-CorOMce with· thie title ~d' iin­
" ' 

12 priRonrneDt tor not more lha..uteu y~'S, or both" 

13 and inserting· the following: ''In &Ctor&nce with the' 
. . . 

14 . penaltieg pto\~ded in ,section 844(i) of tllls'titleH
; . 

15 (5) in subsection (f)~e.s redesigna~d, by in,sett­

16 in&, ~'. including Llxtures 'or ~Hgiou.sobjcet..& aon- . 

17 t.AinAn Within • place . of .... reiiiiou$ worship" I\fter. 
, 


18' "other 'religiou.~ prope~ytl; and 
" 


j .', '. -, . 

19 (5) by inserting the follo\\;ng new subsection: 

20 , '" '~(g) No person ch&lll be proseauted, tried, or punished 
j' '.. ' 

21 for any nonea.pitul uttcllse l\nder t,hi~ Mction ulllQa~, the 
• . • ,1,' • I 

22 . inl:iie.t~en~iR f'o1.U:lod or tho inforjnatioll is iniUtuted \JAt.hin 

23 7 yelt:l'S after, the dAte on ,which the 9f'fcnsc was commit­

24 'ted:·. 
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. J SEc. 'l. LOAN GUABANi'EB Jl.EOOVE1\Y FUND. 

,2' (8) IN GENIRAL.~No~th$t8Jldinr any other prOVi- . 

3 sio~ of la.\v, for the cost of loans gua.rante.~d (referred ,to 

4 as "guaranteed loans") by the Secretary of Boutin, and 

S Urban Development (the "Secretary"), the' Secretary may 
.. 	

6 use up to $5,000,000 frolU the Departilneut ot IIousing 

7 and Urba.nDevelopment ":Annual Contn.outions 'for As· . 

8 sis~d HOtls.mr" account· (referred: to as the "account"). 
. ' 

9 Ollaranteed loans ~llttn be extel1ne(\ to,fina.n~ia1il'l.stitu .. 

.10 tiont in oo$ection With loans. madaby ruch institutions 

11 to· ~~i~i Ql'pmtatiollll dC!icttbed iusectiou 601(c)(S) or 
12 't.helnternal Revenue Code of 1986 LhaL,has.ve been dam... 

, . 	 ". 

13 aged as. (\ result ot. acts of arson or terroJi$m, ~Cett.1ned 


14pl.~guant to 'procedures to be established by tlle Seeretary . 


. 1 S (b) . TU,NSFEROf BAL.ANCES...04.Amounts.~or guarElll· 


16 tees may be derived !i"OlIl Lhe Lra.nsfer of ul'lol;l1igated bal.. 

, 	 " , 

17 ances in the account ·(including recaptures of preViously 
. ".' ',' .' . 	 , 

. . 
18 obligated amounts no~th~tanding section ~(bb). of the· 

19 United StAtes Housing Act ofI937). 

20 	 . (c) TRE.:\TMENT OF·COSTS.--Tbec:ost$ of auarant~ed 

21 l()1Lrl~1 ifl(~1IidIt18 thle 00:-11. or· lf10di~ing lo~, &b81l bo ·as. 

22 defined. in seotion 502 of 
" 

theConare=sdonal B1.1dget. Act 
.. 	 .' 

, ­
24 (d) LnnT ON LOAN PluNCIPAL.-JJ\m.d~ rnad~ aVD.il­

. l 
. 25 able by this sectIon shl\ll be uvu.Wt.U]c w6uLsidiz;e totAl 

http:LhaL,has.ve
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1 loan pnncipal t any part of which is to be gua.ranteed, not 

2 to ~"Cced $10.000,000. 

3 (e) TER.\tS AND CoNDITIONS.-The Secretary sha.U-' 

4 (1) establish suoh terms and, conditions as the 

5 Secretary considers approprIate to prOvide guaran­

6 ' tees under this section; and \ , 
" 

7 '(2) include in the ~rm.s ~d conditions ft te­

a q,uiremMt that the dacision to 'Pr~de a guarantee 

9 to a fJJ.l8J1cial institution and' the mount ot the 

1 0 ~ illaraute\:l dOtlsuot iu ,&uy wa1 depe.od Oil tbe pu r­

11 pose, tu.nctiOn, or identity ot the organizatioll. to 

12 which the financial institution has made, or intends 

13 to mUt, a lo~n. 

14 SEC. 6. AtrrBORlZATIONFOR ADDmONAL PEasO~'NELTO 

15 ,4881sr' STATE A1ltJ LOCAL LAW ENFORCE·, 

16 .MENT. 


17 7'here are 8uthorized· to be apprOpria.ted to the Dc­
. ., 

18 pa.rtment ofthe Treasury and the Department of Justice, 

19 including the Community Relations Service. in fisCal yeN'S 

20 1996" &nd 1997 such au:rtL8 Q.I are neoeaasuy to inl!r~as~ 

21 the number ot pel'GDUllel, investiptors, nnd tcohnical $UP­

22 PQ.r(,. yen'....WJd to WYCI;U,Q,f..c, prevent, And respond to po-
I 

23 te~t1al vio]atJons of seetions 247 a.nd 844 of tItle 18, Unit­

24 ed States Code, and. section St(()l of the rnternal Revenue 

2S Code of 1986' directed ~~'ard' religious 'real prop,arty. 
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1, These additioJlal hlvestiga.tors, technical support person­

2 nel, and other personnel shall pri~arlly parti~ip~te in the 

,3 investigation, responseto1 and prevention of posSible Viola;. 

4 tions of tbe Federal laws referred to in the preceding sen· 

5 tenceand. tra.fn811d empower State and locN law enforce· 

6 ment' in . the 'investiption and prevention of suspicious 

7 fi.re.; 

8 SEC. e.n.EAVTlJOB.I.ZATION 'OF llATE ~s STATISTICS 

9' ACT. 

10 ,The 1'1rst section of the Hate Crime~ StatiStic5 Act 

11 (28 U .8J.;~ 5:;4 note) 1& 8.mell.dec1- . 

12 (1) in ,,.baactio1) (b), by 8triking "for the cal·' 

13enda.f year 1~90 and each of the succe,edini 4 cal­

14 'endar years" and inserting "for eneh caleudaryear"; 

15 and 

16 (2) insubsee:tion (~), by strilang "through fiscAl 

17 ' . YearlDO'''. 

18 sEc. 'I. SENSE OF THE 8ENA~: . 

19 . The Senate-­

. 20 (1) commends thotQ indmduals and "ent.it.'p~ 

21 . ,tha.t hAve, responded with funcb to .us;st in the te· 

22 building of pInee; 9t worship that, L,a""9 been~ct1m· 

. ,23' ized byarsonj and ' 

24, (2) ,encouragos tlle private sector to cont1n\\e 

25 these efforts so that places of worship that are vic·' 
" ' :- ~,' ., 



" 
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1 ,·timaco by aN:OZl, o.Dd. their. J£~~ted comlnunitiea, 
. '. '., 

2 carl conUnue tlU!' rebuilding pl"Ocessv.ith masimu11,l 
'.1 " 

'3 . financial s:uwort from' private individtals, .busl­
. '.' . '. , ~ 

4 neues1 charitable orgAnizations, ..rid other non-profiti 

S .entities. 

6 . AC~ 8. UvIMBILlTr. ' . 


7· .I!' any pro~ion of this Act, an amendment made by.... 


8 . this' Act; or theapp1icati~n ofsueh provisi,on or amend· 

9 ment. to BJiy person or c1rc1:1lDstanC!e iS,held tobe uncori$~i•. 

10 tutional, the remainder of this Aet, the amendments made 
~ . . 

11 hy tni!!; Act., a:nd·. the"ppHMt1~n, nf f.h~, rrovi"io~1J e.f "u,," 
" 

12 .to any otl1er ·porson or circumstance, ehrJJ not be Q.ffc$~ 

·13 thet'tby.· 

.' . 
",' , 

I . 

. ~ .• • \I " 
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President Calls fo'r Action ' 
Against Church Burnings 

By ALISON MITCHELL "To burn a church," the PreSident Mr. Clinton did not mention his 
said, "is a terrible thing." SAN DIEGO, June 10 - Jettison­ 'opponent today, But, as if in rebuttal, 

, Exploiting his, bully pulpit, Mr.ing a planned announcement of, an the President said, "For, a lot of 
Clinton today added plans to visit the anti-drug effort, President' Clinton , years people in public life at election 

turned instead today to the wave of time talked tough about immigration , site of the Mount Zion African Meth­
, OOist ~piscopalChurCh in Greeley· arson that has destroyed black but didn't do much about it. We tried

ville; S.C., on the way back from his churches across the, South. and to changed that' We tried to substi­
called on the ,nation to "show tlie three-dI\Y swing across the West. The ~ute words for deeds," 
forces,of hatred they cannot win," church was ,burned a year ago, and To bolster the point, the Adminis­

Mr. Clinton issued his caJl 'in a 'its pastor,the Rev. Terrence tration issued a slim Justice Depan­
speech outside San Diego Police , Mackey. met with Mr. Clinton before 

ment progress report saying that
Headquaners, with uniformed Fed­ .' Saturday's radio. t'alk. Michael D. Since 1992 the rate of serious crime
eral and local law-enforcement offi­ McCurry, the White House press sec, had dropped all along the nation's' ' 
cers arrayed behind, the second,time 'retary, said the stop would "focus on 

,Southwest border; by 30 percent in 
in three days that he had condemned what communities cando to heal and 

S~ Diego, 5 percent in' Nogales,, the arson attacks and used the plat­ recover:" , 
AriZ., 20 percent in' Brownsville, Tex., form of the Presidency to call for ' The Saturday address in which the 
and 14 percent in EI Paso. " raCial tolerance, ' President began speaking out on the 

Mr. Clinton a'lso announced that he , The President's appearance in San issue'took place less than' 48 hours 
. '. i was sending 20 law-enforcement offi­Diego was Inlenoed to answer an after fire had deslroyed a church in 

cers to California's Cleveland Na- ' attack that Senator Bob Dole mount­ Charlotte; N.C., and cOincided With 
tionalForest, where, offiCials say, ed against the Administration's the Washington arrival of represent· 

.,~rug·fighting, ,and .il'\'lmigr~uion-con: ' atives from, the National:Councii of " campSit:s.of!lleg~ .immigrants be­
trol policies in a recent Visit here; Churches trying tofocus more'public" ,. Ing smugglet1 BcrOSS the bOrder have 
But as'Mr. Clinton closed his ad-', attention on the burnings. The Char· caused 'a rash of wildfires. . 

,dress, he shifted from speaking' of Later in the day, the Administra: lotte blaze was at least the 30th in a 
illegal immigration to reminding,an , tion issued a written statement to, Southern black church in 18 months.
invited audience 'ot several hundred make the anti-drug announcementOne day after Mr, Clinton's radio 
people about the nation's diversity. originally intended as the highlight of address, another church burned, in 

"We really fall into a dangerous Mr. Clinton's speech: that in July, Greenville, Tex.' . 
Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, the Ad­,In this electoral-vote· rich state 
ministration's antl-drug.coordinator, ' where illegal immigration has been a 
would hold a conference in EI Pasopersistent concern, Mr. Clinton today A reminder ofthe with Federal law-enforcement offi­also sought to highlight Administra· 
cials to plan a new drive against the , lion efforts to provide localities Fed· country's diversity cross·border movement-of drugs. ' eral money for community policing 

In his 24th visit to California as , and to block the flow of illegal immi­and,an appeal for I'reSident,'Mr. Clinton was also rais­grants 'and illegal drugs across the 
ing money for the Democratic Na­border from Mexico. ' racial.tolerance. tional Committee. to wage the au­So many law-enforcement offiCials 
tumn election battle. were on hand to introduce Mr. Clin· 

Tonight, he planned to raise $1 mil-ton and laud Federal prograinsthat 
, lion at a star-studded dinner at the trap when' we start blaming our when the last warmup speaker, Rich­
Beverly Hills home of the H.olIywoodproblems on other people just be- ' ard Emerson, the Police Chief of the ' 
executive Lewis· Wasserman. The" cause they are different from' us," community of Chula Vista, began his 
guest list for the $5,000-a~head affairMr. Clinton said, returning to the I , remarks by saying, "I can talk to you 
included the playwright Neil Simon, theme of his weekly radio address on for hours about, community-based 
and an, array of television and filmSaturday. "1 'say that because even policing;" Iheaudience.groanedloud­
stars, including Tom Cruise, Nicole though I'm'a long way from there. , Iy. Mr. Emerson plunged ahead with 
Kidman, Geena Davis and Barbramy hean has been.in my native his speech anyway. , 
Streisand.South for the last several weeks 'as In his own visit. here, Mr.Dole,the 


we have dealt with 'this incredible apparent Republican Presidential 

rash of church burnings, nominee, had told' Californians 


"That's JUSt another way of people ','When 'I am PreSident, there' ar~l 

finding their 'way trying to blame going t6 be tWO wars declared: a war 

somebody else or put down some· on illegal immigration 'and a war on 

body else in a tOlally dehumanizing drugs,"

way." ' 
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.,11;:. ~1Jc tua5J)i~ton 'ost 
There have been 28 fires tlus year 

• ,. I '" " alone, according to the center's COlUlt.cfiiiton to Visit Since 1990, the center said, there have 
been 80 such fires. Neither the ATF 
nor the center tallies include the most, 
recent fires.Bibed Church The pastors yesterday castigated 
federal officials. the church community 
and black America for failing to respood 

, with more urgeIlC'Y to what the pastorsIJts CarolinaNji ,. , say is the roost coordinated violations of 
black civil rights since the 1960s. 

"Our commUDit:ies are being terror­, By Laurie Goodstein ized. and we caanot aIIow it to cmtin­
\It'~"" Post 5Wf WnU'. ue," said the Rev. Reggie White, ass0ci­

In tiI,{Wake of flit,'o more suspicious fires at southern ate pastor of the Inner City OIurch in 
black dlurches. the White House announced yesterday that KnoxviIle, Tenn. "If we don't take care 
PresH!rijt;Clinton 'ft;U travel Wednesday to the site of a of it DOW, Ol.U", c:bildren are going to 
dmrt!d.'tburth in Sooth Carolina to urge racial tolerance. adopt these attitudes~ and when they 

grow up they are going to destroy Tbeannouncement carne as a 13-year-old white girl was 
America if we don't do anything aboutaneste,d,on charges of torching a black church sanctuary in 
it."Charlone; N.C.• last Thursday night. and as police in 

Black coogregations across the SouthGreen~e; Tex.. questioned tv.·o whites and one Hispanic 
fear they cannot protect their churchesmana~ut apair of bla7..€'S set at black churches there early 
and 'ftil.l1t greater federal intervention.yest~~q~y' morning, said the Rev. Mac Charles Jones, racialTbfrexas fires are the latest in what now appears to be 
justice associate for the National Coun­an epiq~niic of arsons targeted at black and multiracial cil of Churches (NCC). "If it means thechurcb'es.,-Pasto'rs Jrom man\' of those churches met with NaoonaJ.Guard.so be it.~ Jones said. "Iffederaf'officia.ls in Washirigion yesterday arid demanded it means declaring a state of emergen­more'aggressive federal uwestigation into'what the pastors cy, so be it." 

main~)s 'a systematic campaign by white supremacist The NCC, which brought the pastors 
groups.to target black houses of worship. to Washington, is hoping to use the ar­

"W~;,C'ome in great pain, frustration. anguish and disap­ sons as a rallying cry for raciaJ solidarity
point.ul~nt.~ said the Rev. Spi\'er Gordon of the Southern reminiscent of the civil rights move­
Chris~ Leadership Conference in Eutaw. Ala.• at a news ment. The group has pledged to raise 
confe;~'rice: :ONo! enough intensive in· $2 million from its members. coming 
vestiga.'tiqn'hils occurred in order to from 33 different denominations, to 
stop what's going on,· help'rebuild the churches, and is calling 

White:: HoUSe aides said that Clinton on crafts people to travel south this 
will tn~el to Mount Zion African Meth­ summer to help with reconstruction.odist :'~opaI Church in Greeley\ilJt:. In meetings Sunday with AttorneyS.C.,wruch was set ablaze on June 20, General Janet Reno and yesterday with1995';,lna is now being rebuilt. He had Treasury Secretary Robert E. Rubin.mentiOned this church in his Saturday the pastors complained that investiga­radio3ddress. tors have inappropriately scrutinized , "We(need ,to come together as one 

members and leaders of the churchesAmeriCa, ,to rebuild 0l.U" churches, re­

stDre~h9Pe; and show the forces of ha­ themselves. One pastor said his daugh­

tred ttiat'they cannot win: Clinton said ter had been pulled out of school for 

yesteidafin San Diego. questioning; another said his church's 


White ,House press secretary Mi­ ledger books were inspected. 
chaelMCCuny said. "There has been an "About 50 percent of the pastors feel 
unpt~ted federal response in\'o!\,­ they were intimidated and that the in­
ing tI)e",Treasury Department. the jus­ vestigation got focused on them," the 
tice D,eP3rtment. landl \'ery strong co­ Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, general
ordin.ation ....ith loc.allaw enforcement." secretary ci the NCC, said in an inter­

n1~dire tally mies according to the view. "The problem is that if they get
source::The Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco questioned and looked at as' suspects, 
and'lF~earms counts 30 suspicious they will be looked at suspiciously in 
SClUthern 'blazes si_llce the beginning of their communities." 
1995':*-ilile the Center for Democratic Rubin, in a hmch with Washington 
Rene~:~1. ,3 group that monitors ex­ Post reporters, said that ·'the people in­
tremiStS and has undertaken its O\\TI in­ I vestigating need to foUow eve:y single
vesti~tion. counts 48 chUrch fires, lead wherever it may go. On the other 

!}Wi!::.' , ' , 
";.}'>::;(~ , 
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hand, I think they have to do so with 
enormous sensitivity to the people who 
understandably ... have good reason to 
be skeptical about an awful lot of things 
with respect to law enforcement." 

The teenage girl arrested in Char· 
lotte yesterday has been charged as a 
juvenile. "This is a vet)' troubled 13­
year-old," said Larry Snider. deputy 

, chief of police in Charlotte-Mecklen­
burg. The two fires early yesterday in 
Greenville were the first reported in 
Texas. In those cases. the three men 
were held because their car matched 
descriptions supplied by witnesses, 

Staff writer John F. Harris 

cont1jbuted to this report. 
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Oir~Ctor " 
Offic'e fo~ ciVil Rights" 
Wa~ninQton, D.C.202Cn 

DATE: June 7, 1996 

TO Ter'ty Edmbnds 

FROM: Dennis Hayaslii 

DPC did ,call ,ttl tell rne, aBbut 'this T,ij'eekend'saddress. ,MY One 
suggestion would be' that sOme" m¢ntioh b~ tri~de ab"out:: ,thegeIi'eral 
climate of heightened intolerarl"e:e' Greating' the climate, for these 
church burnings. ,For example, ,in af"epOrt issued in A:pfil, , LA " 
County had another annti.al increase in hate ctlriles (see attached). ' ' 
Other jurisdictions :teportsimilar increases. 

As you may know, there was ~n Admini'stration in:terag~ncy 
work group which examlned this issue. A.mong othe'r things I ,we , 
recommended enhancing community/goveri1riterit" partnerships, through 
law enforcement andedu.cat,io'rL This' included, itlbr,eactive ,', 
implementation of the Hate CrifnE,f St,atis~ics Act~' dehrE:Hopingmddel 
curricula to assist schools' in nteachingtoleia'tice, "and', ' 
improving national dialogue oy hoidirig, apprbpriatecOmmu'rti ty
forums. ' 

I hdpe this might be, helpful" ,Call me if I' can give you 
anything. 

Attachment 

, ' 

http:annti.al
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Civil Rights Division 

. ", 

.Office 0/ the Anisralli Anorney Ge1leral WashinglD1I, D.C. ZOSJO 

TO: 

... 

.FROM: stuart Ishimaru 
(202) 514-3845 
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OJJice 0/ rile Ass/staN Al10mey Gen.eral 

TELEFACSJ1\ttLE COVER SHEET 

DATE; 10\1 C)}Sdo\ . '. 

TO: s-\~>\.~ .•.. tX)()Sro\'n. 

. PHONE: ,', 

FAX: 


FROM: 	 Juanita C. Hernandez . 
COUNSEL TO THE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 'GENERAL 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIViSION 
FAX~mER: 202·307·t839 
PHONE: '202-514..3653 

COl\:ll\iENTS: 

~ "; . .: '.~' ... ' .. "." ~ .. ' . '.'.", ,. "' 

NUMBER OF PAGES tRANSMITTED (iNCLutHNG TmS SHEET) 	 ,; 4\· ...'"." 
(max. 30 pages) 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS TRANSMIssioN IS PROPERTY OF THE UNITEb STATEs AND 'IS 

'ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED AND 'CONFIDENTIAL. IT is INtENDED oNiYFOR THE liSE OF tHE 

INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. iF THE·READER OF fins MEsSAGE js NOT THE iNTENDED 

RECn'IENT. YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION. DIST:RiBlff10N. OR cOPYiNG OF TIns· 

COMMUNICATION IS SnuCTLY PROHIBiTED. IF YOU HAvE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNIcAtioN IN ERROR; 

PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY CAllING 202-514-2151. ' 
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UBO'!WING 'i'itE ~:S:tJRc.tis 
[AP~RopIiIiT:tON'] 

•.co~iTY PLANN'ING ·AND DEvj'tOPKRNT'
" cOJilWN!TY' nEV'BLoPtiN'r Grwrts' " 

For' an additional amount ;or"Commuhity:DevelopmentGrancsH , 

; 

as' authbrii:ed by 'title, I of the ~6using and Comm.unity, Developmertt 

Act of 1974,$25 1 000 ,000 I . to remain av'ailable ~until expended, 'to 

assist victims and'c6mmunity inst,ifutionsdamag'ed dtte to act's of 

'racial violence (in9li..1din9"a.rSOn eind t:error~sm) ! Pr9vided, That· 
. , 

in administering ehe~t1 fuflds, and any loan guarante'es ,un:der 

section 108 of sllchAct, the :Secretary may wabre, , or, specify 

alternative,requirements for, ,any provi$ion of any statute or 

regulation 'that the Se~retafy ;:t.dmitlisters in conne'ctiofiwith tho 

obligation by the Secretaiyor.tn,e 'uSe by the, recipient of th~$e 

funds or guarantees, except fbf requ1remerit.s relate'd to ·fair· 

housing andno1'idisc:'riminatio~. ,the environment, and. la156:r 
,,' "-, ' , 

standards I upon a fittding t.hae s\lch waiver is required to 
facil:iJtate the 

. 
use of sllch fUilds or guaf:antees~ ~rid would riot Be, 

, , 

ihednsistentwith the overall ,putpbSi; of the. stat'ute or 

regulation:' Provided f»rthet, That notwitbstanding any other 

provision of law I . Buch fUhds or lOcH'l, guara:ficeesmay' be tlsed for 

making grant.s, loans/or other 'fo:fms of assistiance availab'le'for 
, " 

e,liglble activities under section 105 6,f the Hous;i.ng and 

Community ,Development Act of 1974, inc::luding the cos~s '0£ repair. 
~. . '. . 

reconstrueti~n, and replacement,' on the same or another site, in 

'connection with religious institution facilities, dathfiged ,by such 

. acts, in the' sam.emanner as privat:e nonprofit fa:ci~ities 

http:Hous;i.ng
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provid.ing public 5 ti:trvlees : ptOVided fuitM:t, That the entdre 

amount 1sdesigilated by congre~s as an emergency reqilir'ement 

pursuant to, sectfon,'2si (b)' (2) (D) (1) 'of the, Balanced Budget and 

Emergency Oeficit'C611trol Act of 1985, 'as amend.e'Q. 

h. \g11 \Rebuiid. ins 

.' .' 
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'Leave politi~~s'out': 
Clinton, govs take· 

stand a.gainst fires 


. 1bJs ooos not. InCluae U1~ latest 
By LOri Sham,])eborah Sharp ~ .blaze at a black church. at St John's 
and Gary Fields . . United Methodist Church on Mary­
USA TODAY land's Eastern shore early Wednes­

" ~ day. Caused by an electr:icaJ prob­
President Clinton and Seven South­ lem, it was ruled accidental. 

ern governors Wednesday took a bi­ Also Wednesday, ,two black men, 
partisan stand against racism and . Rodney Bullock. ofFair Blu1f. N.C., 

, ~:c: :'lr7lingot black churches. even and . Curtis Gilbert ot Winnabow, 
as near-<1aily Ares spark tears that N.C., were charged in a May 22 Are 
the arson outbreak is accelerating. that damaged the telloWship han of a 

The governors, members of Con­ black church, Mount Tabor Baptist 
gress, and top· state aM federal law In Cerro Gordo. N.C. . 
enforcement officials discussea Don Rojas. a spokesman tor the. 
ways ,to prevent, investigate and National Coundl of Churches. says
proseCute the arsons. " . 

But most of all, they stl'e$ed the 

need for unity. 
 Fires this year·

Only last week. top RepubUcanS Federal agents are investigating were call1ng Clinton's trip to a rebullt suspicious fires at 29 black
c~,ilr(;h in GreeleyvUle, S.c., a cam-· churches since the beginning of palglutunt South Carolina Gov. Da­ the year: ..vid Beasley also dubbed it a poUtical 

event and did not attend, garnering 
 January'· .:. ·.4 

him much negative pubUClty. 
 February 6 

On the other side, some black March ..,.<,". ;~,<, .. 4 
leaders have criticized the Christian·' .April._..<~... .. 4 
Coalltion's e1forts to help rebulld. May ..... ,;~..:'F.. :::.,·: ,.<':3 

But Beasley was at the White June (by Wednesday) B 
House Wednesday, calling for an end : Source: liSA TOO... Y fe...mII 

to the poUtiCai bickering and rheto­
ric. Be8s.ley says he should have' the arrest Should not'make anyone
gone,to GreeleyvUle.,.. ' "forget that the vast 'majority of 

"The political element needs to be these 'cases are still unsolved and in 
out of it, ShoUld.be out of it, Is out of . most of those Cases. those arrested 
it," Beasley says. "If we can't unite have been young white inales."
against the burnings of places'of wor­ There's no doubt attention to the
ship in: -America, we can't unite 1Ires is on the riSe and some say theagainst anything." .. a,ttention inspires copycats.

At least 40 suspidous AreS have "VJ'ben .pubUcity goes, up, there's
damaged or destroyed Southern always the chance someone wants to
black churches since January '1995. cash In'on that - and then themo­
Fires at 29 white churches are also tivesbecome really nlIxed," says
under investigation. " Huntington. calif., psychologist Ken­

Wednesday, Qinton Said .he did neth Fineman. whO lias studied thou-
n·ot see a con·splracy to burn sands of arsonists. . . 
churches. "On· the other. band; 1 do ". "Communities are going to Ilave to
believe a lot ·ot these instanCes are ~dsteadfast ... perpetrators will 
racially motivated,and they tend to get the picture this is not a place
play 01f of one another," he Said. , where.. this wil,I be toleJ:'8ted," sa~· 
. Where tiu!rewefe 11 Ares· at black . the Rev. Dennis lawSon. whose C0­

churches in 1995, there Ilave been lumbia., Tenn., Canaan AME was 
ei~t ,so far this m.on~ ~on.e. . burried last year. 

, One way to slow the momentum: 
Send a louder signal aboutpenalties. 
Fineman says.· Fires always make 
the. tront page. but convtct1onsand 
sentences get tar I~lattention. 

On Capitol HiIJ, conservative Sen. 
Lauch Falrcloth, R-N.C.. and IJberaJ 
Ted Kennedy, D-MEI$., . introduced . 

. legislation that would make Jt easter 
to prosecute churcb arsons in· feder­
al court A similar House bill was 
passed unanimOUSly Tuesday.. 

Another result ot the publicity Is 
the exponential groWth· in donations 
toward rebullding. . 

Eight foundations will announce 
grants today totaling S2.5milllon to 
the National Council of Churcbes' . 
burned churches fund. The Chrtstlan ' 

, CoaJltionsays It will ra.\seSI million. 
Southern Baptists pledged S300000 
at their annual convention last week. 

And .Sweet Home Baptist <llurch 
. in Baker, La .• was announced 
,Wednesday as the 1Irst church to be 

. . rebuilt by the Laborers' Intemation­
. al Union of North America. . 

.~~..- .. 

http:ShoUld.be
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Feds, State,s, communitiesRa 11 iedAgainst Church Tor'chers 

AP Photo WXl13,WX114 

~By SONYA ROSS 


',Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) :-'Seeing racial. motives in the arsonists but· no 


conspiracy, President Clinton met Wednesday with southern governors 

looking'way~ tdstop the .torching of black chur6hes.· Those 

responsible' must know/declare~ 'North Carolina ~ov. Jim Hunt: 

"We're gonna get you." 


The president, 'the governors 'and. Congress rallied federal, state. 

and community pressures into the effort. 


chief executives from sevenst.ates,police, state attorneys' 

general. and members of congre~s gathered. at theWhite House to 

discussprosetuting those who burn churches, rebuilding the ruins 

and preveriting future ~rsons. '. 


Officials briefing reporters said the ~linton ad~inistration 

promised to try and arrange a, fund guaranteeing up·to $10 million 

in private loans to tebuild churches damaged by arson. or terrorism. 

It also is distributing a "church threat assessment guide" to' 

help communities protect· places of worship. 


Additionally~ prosecutors and police.were a~sured that federal 

agents would not pull rank on state and local investigations. "The 


. co~mitment that came out of the meeting was that wewQuid ~ork' 

together,"~aidJam~~ Johnsoniassist~nttreasury secretary for' 

enforcement.. 
 I, . 

Governors emerged pledging community-baseq work to stop the. 

fires, including .,fQ,rmatio,n,' of II,church watch" 'groups to guard 

churches much like "neighborhoOd watch" patrols monitor.', . 

communities.. 


"There will be no holding back. We've got to protect the 

,churches,..'" ,sa];¢! North Carolina 'sHunt, a Democrat. "The people 

wh.o are committing, these crimes need to understand, w,e're coming 

a fter you,. We 're gonna get you." 


_The White House released a tally of 43 suspicious fires at 

church.s in Southern states slnc~ Jan. 1,1995, with arrests in 

eight cases. The' pres'ident said he did not believe the fires 

resulted from ,a-conspiracy. But he said he 'assumes a number of the 

attacks were racially motivated, "and they,tend to playoff of one 

another~" _ . . 


"Just because they're not con~ected doesri't mean there's nota, 

feeling there that ~e ,need £0 all reject together," Clinton said .. 

"Whether th~y're black churches or white churches or synagogues or 

the mosque that was purned in South Carolina, we cannot ,tolerate 

any of it." . _ ' 


As the m.eting took plate, word came to general relief that the 
'. latest church blaze, ~t St. John's United Methodist Church ~n 

Maryland's Eastern shore, was caused by an electrical problem in 
.the kitchen" not ra6ial hatred. . 

. That fire' c'ame a day after an attempted arson at a white church 

in the same Mississippi community where two hlack Churches, only a 

few miles apart and a few miles away, were destroyed .almost . 

simu'ltaneously the night before . . 


Orrcapitol:Hlll,. legislation designed to enhance federal 

authority over 'attacks on places'of worship coursed through 

Congress. Th~ .Housevoted 422-0 on Tuesday to give federal I tl 

officials more authority to in~estigate and prosecute 6rimes ~, 

against religious pro~erty~ 


. The,bill eliminates a $10,000 minimum property damage threshold /rh~C 



-, . 

for initiating a fed~ral probe and changes current law to give 
federal agencies more leeway to .intervene-on the basis of criminal 
acts, involving interstate commerce. The meas~re also allows victims 
of church burnings to, be compensated from the Crime Victims Trust 
Fund set up in 1994.. " 

lri the Senate, conservative Sen. Lauch F~ircloth, R-N.C., and 
'liberal Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass~, joint~y introduced· 

legislation Wednesday\~ven stronger than that passed without 
dissent in the House. 

The Faircloth~Kenn~d~measure would doubl~ 20 years the maximum 
sentence for church arson and extend the statute o:f limitations on 
proi~cution from five to seven years to match 2urrent law for other 
federal arson crimes. ,', ' ' , 

','Like the HO,use bill," it would ma'ke ,a federal' crime damaging 
religicius property because of its racial or ethnic character, not 
merely its religipus character, as now. It also would, eliminate the 
$10,000 prbperty~damage threshold for ~ederal interve~tion:, , 
, Clinton s~elled out plans to increase the budget of the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco arid, Firearms by $12 million to intensify 
federal efforts. , ' 

White'House presssecretar1 Mike, Mdcurrysaid the administration 
'i's also asking the Justice Departm'ent to reallocate about $9.5 
million from its 1996 budget "principally to investigate each o'f 
the arson incidents." ' . ' ' , 

,Clinton acknowledged that the'p~oblem of burning churches has· 
worsened iri ~he past 18 months,: despite intensified investigations 
and his own calls for the fires to cease. But he expressed hope for'. 
improvement. , , ' , ' 

"We just need to make our ·voices heard," Clinton said. '''We 
need to do the right thing." ' " 

, ~, ke appealed for racial and political unity to stop the attacks, 
which have persisted despite a nat.ional uproar. "There is no 
politics in this. We have Republicans and Democrats here. We have. 
African-Americans, His~anics and WASPs and Jews'in this room, 
together," he sa id . ' l 

, '''It doesn't matter what your party is or where you are 
geographically;" said Tennessee Gov. Don Sundquist, a Republican. 
"We're going to speak with one voice. Maybe for ,a change w,e'll 
have something that we're all united 'on; andwe/llput "an end to 
thi~ thing." ", 

Others attending the meeting were Democrats Paul Patton, 
Kentucky; Parris Glendening, Maryland; 'and Gaston Caperton" West 
virg~nia; and Repub~icans George Allen, Virginia, andDavi~ 
Beasley, South Ca~olina. florida was represented by its lieute~ant 
governor, Democrat Buddy McKay. " . '" .~ 

, The a,t:tqrneys general of eight states a1so attended, along with 
Attorney General Janet Reno; Treasury se6retary Robert Rubin; Deval 
Patrick, assistant attorney general ~or civil righ~s. 



Ap Associated Press. 

House,Increases_ Federal Authority Over Attacks on Churches 
,Eds: LEADS with 10 grafs to UPDATE with meetirig opens, Clinton 

remarks, a attendance of eight state 'attorneys ~eneral;picks,u~ 


5th gr~f, White ~ouse .~. 

By JIM ABRAMS 

Associated Press Writer 


'WASHINGTON (AP) ~ With legislation racing through C9ngress to 
enhance federal law-enforcement powers, President Clinton met with 
se~en Southern govetnors Wednesday to outline steps for fighting an 
epide~ic of church fires~ , 

Clinton said the White Hou~e session w6uld focus On prosecuting 
those responsible for the fires, rebuilding the burned-out churches 
and acting to prevent future incidents. , 

As he has before, Clinton said he sees no evidence ofa national 
conspiracy in the burnings but he believes most have been 
"racially motivated." 

\r believe this i~ a place where 10D percent of Americans are in 
accord," the president said,·' adding that the burning of churches 
represents an area "where pe~ple c6nsistently and passionately 
corne together." .. 

.' "We cannot.tolerate any of it," the president said . 
.,' , "rn the last 18 months it's gotten quite a lot worse i" he 
said. "We have to focus on it, and we have to speak out." ­

"Th-ere is no politics in it," he added . "We have Republicans 

and Democrats here .... Weare all g6ing to work togeth~r and we 

can do it. II . 


Clin.ton spelled out plans to increase the budget of the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco ~nd Firearms by $12 ~illion to intensity . 
fed-era 1 efforts aga instthe fires aimed ~ostly at souther.n black 
churches. . . _ . . 

'.The White House ~~id governors attending the meeting were 

Democrat Paul Patton, Kentucky; De~ocrat Parris Glendening, 

Maryiand; Republican ~eorge Allen, Virginia; Republican Don . 

sundquist, Tennessee; Republican David Be~sley, So~th Carblina; 

Democrat Jim' Hunt, North Carolina; and Democrat Gaston Caperton, 

West Virginia. . , . 


Representing Florida was the ,lieutenant governor, Democrat Buddy 
McKay. ,The attorneys genera 1 of eight states also attended. . 

whlte'House'p~ess' secretary Mike McCurry said th~ administration 
is also asking the justice Department tb reallocate about $9.5 
million from its 19.96 budget "principally to investigate each of 
the arson incidents.'" ,. 
-The House on Tuesday voted 422-0· to give federaL officials more 

authority to invesiigate and prosecute crimes against ~eligious 
property. 

The bi 11 el.iminates.a $10,000 minimum property damage threshold 
for initiating a federal inve~tigatioh and changes current law to 
broaden federal rights to intervene on the basis of criminal acts 
-involvinq interstate commerce. 
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. The measure, ~hibh'S~n~t~~Majerity Leader Trent Lett, R-Miss., 
,'.'. said weuld be taken up scienin the Senate~also allews viqtims ef 


. church burnings .:te be -celi)p~nsated frem the .Crime :Victims .-Trust Fund' 

set up in 1994." ...., 


, It amends current law to' make it a federal crime to' damage 

~eligieus ~reperty becaus~ ef its r~cial er ethnic chai~cter.New, 

federalvielatiens. enly, apply tecases'efdamage because"ef'the­

xeligieus ~ha~acter ef preperty. ~he bill applies to' all'religious 
preperty ,net j ust ~I~ack churches~ . 

~We ceme here ted~y because the natien is in cri~is and the 

symptems,ef that crisis.have. been refl~cted .in the church burnings 

in mestly African-American churctles, tI,sciid Rep. Jehn. Cepyers, 

D-Mich.,a senior member ef the Congress ~'enal Black Caucus and 


~rankingDemecrat en the JudiciaryCemmittee. . 
, '~lack Caucus members are to' ~eet en the steps ef the Linceln 


Memerial today with the Laber~rs' Internatienal Unien ef North 

America and religieus and human rightsgreups to' launch a campai~n 

to' rebuild churchesdestreyed by fire. ~he'pregram will previde' 

financial aid, manpewer and training. 


At least 39 predemirtantly black 6hur6hes, and a number af white 

churches, have been damaged by fires since the beginning ef last' 

year. In many cases arsen, is suspected; 


Fire heavily damag~d a ,black church en Maryland's Eastern Shere 

early. today~ But state efficic3ls said thEf fire at the St.' Jehn's 

United Meth6dist Churbh in Berlin, Md., was sparked accidentally by 

an electr lcal preblem.·' ., .. , 


HeUse_JudiciaryCemmitte~ Chairman Henry H~de, R~Ilr;, said 

remeval ef the menetary thresheld fer federal interventien was 

crucial because "spray painted swastikas en synagegues,er gunshets 

£ired threugh church windews may net ieflect large dellar lesses, 

but they are nevertheless· assaults en religieus freedem," , . 


J~ . The Senate on ,Tuesday also. cencurred with a similar Heuse actien 

last week in passing a reselutien cendemning the spate efchurch . 


. b1,1rnings acress the Seuth .. "There is no. way we can teleratethis 

type ef activity. We will express bur eutrage; II Lett said~ , 


Despite the' un'animeus ' vete . in the House, there was seme cencern 

ameng states-rights Republicans abeutusing interstate cemmerce . 

language. to' expand the federalrele in investigating crim~s,new 


largely the demain ef the' states. liThe cemme-rce clause ,ef eur 

Censtit~tien is net infinitely elastic," sai~Rep.BebBarr, R-Ga. 

"We have ta be careful because whEm it brea~s it will snap fairly

hard." .'. . , 


. Clinten'smeeting with the Seuthern geverne~sfello~s a.t~ipte 

Greeleyville, S.C., site of ene efthe fire";destreyed churches,. ­


.last week to' st!ess'thatiacial ihteleranceis unacceptable and the 

federal government will pursu~ andpresecute the perpetr~ters ef 

the fires. 
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'. ' 

• Arson: Federal report shows rise of fires and 
vandalism atblack structures. But figures also show 
desecrations crossed racial, religious lines. 

. . ' 	 . 

By ERle HARRISON 
TIMES STAFF WRITER 

'ATLANTA-Federal inyesti­
gators haye probed. the 

burning or vandalization of more 
than 200 'places of worship since' 
1990, according to .figures 
released'Wednesda,\' b\' the Jus- ' 
ticeDepartment.., • , 

The attacks were carried out in 
35 states, from California: to 
Maine: and indude desecrations of 
black, white and Asian churches,. 
synagogues and mosques .. 

The Justice'Department has 
launched a" massive'inH'strg,ittoion 
intt> the' burnings of black 
churches in the South The fig­
UIreS:· show that: while the fre­
quencyof black church arsons has 
risen star,kl·}, in the' las't, 18 
months, there are no racia], or 
g~ograHhiC boundaries, to the 
phenomenon. " 

The list was relea'sed after' a 
. 	summit. of Southern goyernbrs, 

hosted by PreSident Clinton. at 
which the rash of black church. 
burnings. was discussed. After the 
meeting. Clinton .saiQ ·there is no 
evidence of a regionwide conspir-. 
acy to destroy African American 
places of worShip; , 

"1 do notbelieye. based on. the 
evidence I' have seen. that it is a 
conspiracy;," Clinton,said. echoing, 
the views offederalim'estigators. 
"On the other hand. I do believe a 
lot of these incident:;: are racially: . 
motivated. and they lImd to play 
offone another;" 

Eighty~three of the 216 build­
ings,induded on the list are des­
fgnated as African American 
alaces of worship. and six are 
counted' as racialh' mixed, The 
:epon listedsL, mosques and 12 

, ;ynagogues., 

The list of black structures mav 
be higher, Some of the churche's' 
that were defaced with racial 
slurs; including one, belonging to 
the overwhelmingly black 
Church of God if, Ch,:st Genomi, 
nation. are not deliignatedas 
African American. In addition, 
while many American follower:;: " 
of .Islam are black. none of the" 
vandalized mosques on the list is 
designated as black. 

Despite the larger number of 
attacks on nonblack places of 
worship. independeht monitors of 
racial and ethnic hate crimes sa\' , 
that should·not distract from wh~t 
they see as the clear targetmg of 
black churches for raCIal reasons 

"Statistica'Uv, there 'are far 

more, white, churches than black 

churches," said Brian LeYin. a 


, professor of criminal justice at 
Stockton College in Pomono. N.J. 
UntH recentl\', he was associate 
director of Kianwatch. the arm of 
the Southern Poyert\, Law Center 
that monitors hate g~oups. 

While the high number of white 

churches ,that ha\'e burned sug­

gests "there might be a le\'el· of 


, anti- religiousity" in the arsons. 
Levin charged that· the talk Of' 
""hite church burnings is "a \'eiled", 
attempt by people to downplay 
the problem of racism." 

He also was critical of law 
enforcement for its handling of ' 
the burnings; particularly in the 
South. ' ',' . . ' 

" A number of Southern states,' 
where high concentrations of' 
these crimes occur. do not have 
hate crime laws. he said. And 
where the laws are on the books. 

" they often are not enforced. he 
said. ",' 

- . . , ' . . . 
"I think it's criminal that the " 

governors of Georgia and South, 
Cjrolina can :;how ~p ~t the \Vhite 

House with a straight face and say 
they are doing everything they 
can when they don't even' have a 
hate crime statute on the books in 
their states." Levin said. 

'It's abysmal," he said. "The 
South is the most inadequa te 
regionof the country,asfar as 

, dealing with hate crimes." ' 
Even as the governors of Ken; 

tucky. Maryland. Virginia, Ten­
" nessee. South Carolina. North 

Carolina and West Virginia and 
the lieutenant governor of Florida 
met with Clinton and top admin­
istration officials to discuss the, 
burnings. ihe number of fir.es 
continued to climb Wednesday. 

St. James United Methodist 
Church.in Berlin, Md., burned 
early Weqnesday. Officials deter­
mined that the cause was faulty 
Wiring. Some members disputed 
, the finding. " 

In addition, two black North 
Carolina men were arrested 
Wednesday and charged with 
arson in the burning last month of 
a black church, and a white teen­
age firefighting volunteer has 
confessed to another church 
burning in the state. officials said. 

Officials said they did not know 
whether the arrests marked the 
first time blacks 'have been 
charged in the wave of nearly 40 

, black church burnings that have 
" occurred in the South'since Janu­

ary 1995. , 
The two North Carolina men 

charged with setting the fire at 
Mount Tarbor Baptist Church in 
Cerro Gordo-Rodney Bullock of 
Fair Bluff and Curtis Gilbert of 
Winnabow..:..were being held in a 
Columbus County jail, said Bureau 
of Alcohol. Tobacco and Firearms 
d i v i sio nspo kesm a nE a r I 
Woodham. ' 

The church building in Cerro 
Gordo. set afire May 23, was 
attached to the church and used 
as a school. 
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:..," · .oodhamsaid iaw officers· 
know why the men burned W 

the church. but they were not 
disclosing that reason. The me'n 
were adults. he said. but he did not 
know their ages. "They face a' 
maximum state incarceration of ..... 
up . t~ 59 months imprisonment it' 
convicted of this crime." 

Officials in neighboring Robe­
. son County said Wednesday that 

" a' volunteer firefighter arrested 
Tuesday had confessed to torch­
ir'lg Pleasant Hill Baptist Church. 
" They said Billy Baxley. 17 t who 

lived near the church in Orrum, 
" 	 N.C.• that has a mainly African 


American congregation, would be 

tried as ~n adult. 


· In the meeting with the gover­
'nors. officials discussed efforts to 
prosecute those responsible for 
the fires. rebuild churches and 
prevent new fires, ' , 

The list of attacks on places of 
worship that the Justice Depa~t~ ": 
'ment'released is not necessarIly 
comprehensive, as, it includes 
only those in which fede~al 
investigators became mvolved. , 

Florida and Tennessee tied for. 
the most attacks, with 23 ea~h.. 
Next came Texas, with 18. Three 

· places of worship included on the 
list were in California. , 
, 'In some cases where fires 

· occurred. the ~ause was eventu­
, . ally found to be accidental. . 

Also. in some cases where It 
was a white church or synagogue 

, that was vandalized, the attack 
.~'" . appeared to be part ~f a hate 
. " campaign that also mcluded 

blacks. For example, in one 1992 
IllinoiS case" a white defen~~nt 
who was convicted of vandahzmg 
a synagogue also had bomb~d a 
roller rink frequented by ~frlcan 
Americans. And in a case m Mas­

. 	sachusetts. a group of skinheads 
who desecrated two synagogUf!S 
were convicted on charges that 
also included harassing African 
Americans. ' 

, In a Kentucky case. a, white 
, . church was burned by mem­
, . bers of the Ku Klux Klan . 
. , The Justice Departlllent list.in . 

most cases does not offerspeclf­
ics. But a re ....iew of court doc~-

:ments showed.that a' church ,In 
Bowling Green, Ky.; was set afire 
by klan members because the 
pastor. was a vocal critic of the 
klan. ' 

" 

, . ';1 think you have tp look at the 
causes why the· white churches, 
are, being burned," said Nelson 
Rivers, ,~outheast, regional direc­
tor' of the National Assn. for the 
Advancement· of Colored People. 
He said it also is impOrtant to look 
at the relative severity of the 
attacks against black churches. 

He noted that three churches " 
were blirnedin_ one. n'ight in 
Barnwell County, S,C." in April ­
two white and one' black. The 
black church' was destroyed while 
the white ones had littiedamage. 
, While any church burning is a 

tragedy, Rivers said, he believes 
most of the arsons in the South, 
and most of the destruction. have 
been directed at black churches., 

The ):..,os Angeles City Council . 
on Wednesday added' its voice to' , 
the chorus ,of outrage over the. 
wave of black church burnings, 
\vith eight lawmakers introduCing 
a motion to set l,lP adonation fund 
at City Hall to heJp the congrega­
tions rebuild. . . .. 

"In, many of these communiti~s, 
the church has been the focal 
pOint fcir:all civic and community 
activities," reads the motion .. 
which, will' be considered by the 
15-member coun~i1 within, a. 
week, "As' a result of these wan· 
ton and terrorist acts against our 
most sacred places. entire com­
munities ha\"e been devastated . 

. This extends nOt 'only to the . 
physical destruction of prop.erty 
but also to the growing sejOds of 
mistrust among neighbors who 
had previously .worked side by 
side together::, ' . 

Sponsored by Councilman 
Richard Alarcon. th'e motion was 
seconded by more than half the 
panel, including the three African 
American council members. 

Tlmel Itaft-wrlter Jodi Wllgoren'ln 
Los Angelel contributed to thllatory. 
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infires 
Two. blacks held. 

·miN.C.. blaze 
By Joyce Price 
and Warren P Strobel 
"!liE _9!INGTON T.ME 5 

1\vo black men were arrested' 
yesterday and charged with set­

· ting a fire last month that de· 
stroyeda buildirigundergoing.ren· 
ovation 011\ the' grounds. of the 
predominantly black Mount Thbor 

· Baptist Church ·ih Cerro Gordo,· 
N.C. 

"Thebuilding was an old school~ 
bouse:SO feeHrom the church that 
was being remodeled' for use as an 
education facility" said Columbus. 
CountySheriffJimmy Fergusonih· 
Ii telephone interview yesterday. 
"Tt)e church building was not· 
damaged." 

The sheriff declined to say why. 
the two men burned. dO....'1l the 
building. "But this fire was not ra· 
cially motivated." he said. 
.. This was not the first time black 
suspects have been linked to reo. 

•cent arson or attempted arson of 

black cburches in the South. "We 

arrested four little Afr.jcan­

American children, aged 12 and 

under [1besdaYl. for setting a fire 

in a [black) church in Florence,. 


S.c.:' said Chief Robert Stewart of 
the South. Carollna, State Law En- . 

· forcement Division. 
The.good news, he said, is that 

tbe fire was discovered andextin· 
guished before it could do· any
damage. .: . 

President Clinton; who enter­
tained governors of several South­
ern states at the White House yes· 
terdayto discuss the church-fires· 
probiem, joined the growing cho­
rus of those. who say they do not 
believe a national conspiracy is at 
work.. . . 

"On the other hand, I dobelleve· 
a lot of these instances are racially 

mg reporters on the 's re­
sults, said participa dis- . 
cussed proposals for "catalyzing a 
full-fledged, nationwide,· all-out 
response to this issue." 

Mr. Gore said the Federal Emer­
g~ncy Manag~ment Agency, along 

· With, the Justice and 'Treasury de­
partments, would develop a plan tei 
combat church burnings that will 
rely on federal, state and private 
funds. One idea is·to form "house- . 
of-worship watch groups" similar 
to neighborhood watch groups. 

Chief Stewart said his office has 
inyestigated 27 South Carolina 
church fires since·January 1991. 
"There' were 15 black churches 

. [burnedl, 10 white churches, an Is­
· lamic mosque and a church with a 

Hispanic congregation," he said. 
"We've arrested six white men, . 

and now with these children. six 
African-Americans, in connection 
with the fires at African-Ameri 
can churches." . 

John Bankhead, spokesman for 
· the Georgia Bureau of Inve·stiga" 
tion, said that office has· investi- . 
gated seven church fires in the 

· past 18 months, and six of the 
seven were buildings. of white con­
gregations. 

"There was a black church 
burned in February 1995, and it 

· was burned by a black juvenile,". 
Mr. Bankhead said. 

Alabama· Fire Marshal John 
Robison said a black minister was 
charged in one of the 15 arsons or 
suspected· arsons of black· 
churches that have occurred in his 
state since January 1991. The fire 
in question was deliberately set at 
the Antioch A:M.E:Church in Fort 
Deposit, Ala., in September ·1994. 

"The pastor was upset with the' 
congregation aboufmoney, she felt 
she didn't get paid enough;' said 
Mr. Robison. . 

The string of nearly 40 fires at 
. black churches across the South in 

.. the past IV".years had raised fears 
of resurgent racism.· But investi­
gators suggest that few of the . 
blazes were sparked by radal ha­
tred. . 

"Some of the fires are obviously 
racist crimes;' said. Earl Wood­
ham,a special agent with the Bu· 
reau of Alcohol, ThbaccoandFire· 
arms' regionalbffice in Charlotte, 
N.C. "Many are not." 

. His offiee has been inVestigat­
ing' church fires in North Carolina· 
and South Carolina. 

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in 
Lumbe.rton, N.C. Mr Baxley, a vol· . 
unteer firefighter, confessed to 
starting the blaze and "said it 
wasn't racial," said Greg Rideout 
spokesman for the North Carolin~· 

. Bureau of Investigation. 
Mr. Robison said he's investi­


gated 38 .church arsons or sus· 

pected 'arsons in Alabama since 

1990 ...;.. eight of them this year ­
and he's found no evidence racial 

resentments were behind any of 

them. 


.. In 38 cases, we have not uncov­

ered one piece of evidence to sub· 

stantiate racism; and I don't think' 

~s state is much diffenmt from 

others" .that have been b8ttling· 

church fires, Mr. Robison said in a 

telephone interview. . 

.. "I've talked to fir.e investigators 
In other states, as well as investiga- . 
tors at the federal level and have 

'found two things: The ~umber of 

black churches and white 

churches burned are almost par­

a.lIel, and~ith very few excep­

tlO~S, th~re s not much evidence of 

racism." . 


Mr. Robison believes a lot of the 

current fires are the work of 

"copy-cats," and Chief Stewart' 

agrees. The chief noted that one 

day after picking up the four black 

youngsters who he said tried to 

burn the.black church in Florence 

S.c., investigators charged ~ 

white children, ages 11 and 12 

with trying to torch awhite church 

in North Charleston. He said he 

has to believe children are being 

spurred by television coverage of 

the church fires. 


So far, only one person arrested 

in connection with any of the 

church fires is known to have di­

rect ties to the Ku Klux Klan. Chief 

Stewart confirmed that Timoth}' 

Adron Welsh~ 23, one of two per­

sons charged with burning two 

churches in South Carolina in June 


. 1995 carried a KKK card in his 
wallet. 

While.a comparable number of 

black and white Southern 

chu~che~ have been targets of ar­

son.1n thiS decade, Deval Patrick 

assistant attorney general for civii 

rights at the U.S. Justice Depart· 

ment, said that 70 percent of the 


.. 
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church fires in the iast 18 months 
have occurred in biack churches 
in the Southeast. . . 

.,': ' tJ.S. Attorney Delk Kennedy in 
~Nash\"iIIe, Tenn., said he investi­

gated back-to-back fires ·at two 
. black churches in central Tennes­
s~e started ,b): three white men .:... 
one of whom was seeking retribu­
tion against a black .tavern owner. 
lI.Ir. Kennedy, said acombination of 
Valium and beefcontributed to the 
men's actions~ 

" '. 
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~o/chFire·Acci~~I!.~~~utAnxietyPrevails 
By,DonaldP. Baker , 

, and Charles Babington 
W.IIhlnetOll Post Stall w,.",. 

The scene' on a rural' road on 
Maryland's Eastern. Shore yester-, 
day morningiookedsickenir.gly fa­
miJiar: black churchgoers surveying 
~ bumed-out sanctuary;' dozens 
of fire, police and federal officials· 
combing the charred ruins; teJevi· 
.aioo crews jockeying for interviews. 
· '. .But everyone who gathered at the 

, site of the 114-year-old St. John's 

United Methodist Church in Berlin; 
Md" Imew there was a difference be­
tween what happened there and the 
suspicious fires. that have. destroyed 
dOzens of southern black churches in 
the last 18 months. . 

The Berlin blaze was an accident, 
·caused, by a faulty electrical socket 
in the kitchen's annex. 

LocaLfire officinls had announced 
their'finding at dawn, federal in­
spectors quickly confirmed it, and 
media organizations had broadcast 
the information.. nation....ide by 8:30 
a;m. B~t' in a nation gripped by al~ 

· most daily reports of fires at black' 
·churches, the news didn't stop 
hordes of politicians and journalists 
from pouring: into the community 
near Ocean Cit.. . 

Call it a ::.ign ofanxious times. 
Fires at black churches, whether ;ir­
son' or accidental. raciallv motivated 
or not, are being tallied ,by politicians. 
activists and journalists struggling to 
keep a barometer on t.lJe racial ten­
sion behind man\' of the blazes. The 
ruSh to assess the tension-and in 

· some cases to benefit from the atten­
,tion focused. on the fires-has some­
times made it. difficult to tell which 
fire is suspected ofbemg a hate crime 
from which isn't. 

In Richmond. for example. arson 
investigators and members of Glo­

· rious Church of God in Clirist aren't 
,sure why the church 'has been on 
many of the hate-crime lists being 
kept by. media. organizations, activ" 
ists and federal officials. 

tips that a Feb. 19 fire at the church ' . tion they've received has had its 
was started by neighborhood teen- benefits. I , 

ageis" and neither they nor church One of the churCh's elders, Morris 

officials consider the matter a hate Mahoney, 41. was invited to Atlanta 


, alme. " ,earlier this week to jom leaders of ' 

Arid the church's 8~year-old pas- ~e Ch:i~~ Coalition; who prom-

tor. the Rev; Maudel Dillard. says. !sed t?JOm Wlth black church leaders 
she can't explain how the fire came m trying to reduce racial tension. 

, to be included on hate-crime lists, "I ' A tour'of several of the damaged 
Imow it's not coming from us," she chur~hes. that followed included a 
said. "1 don't want to falsely accuse. I sto.p m Richmond, where represen­
just read it in the paper," ' tatJves of the predominantly white 

Yesterday, just before President ' e~angelical or~ani.zation posed for 
Clinton met with southern gover- pictures outSide the burned-out 

, nors to discuss ways to stop the sanc~ and pledged moral and fi. 
burnings, the idea that the church in nancial support. 


,Maryland might be added to the list ' Outside support is especially weI­
of suspicious fires Set off a scramble. come, said Mahoney, because the 


Dispatched to the scene by Gov. ' 6O-member church does not have 
Parris N. Glendening, Maryland enough money to rebuild its 9o. 
,State Police Superintendent David ~-old ~t.one-and-brick Greek Re­
, B. Mitchell told the 51. John's pastor ' VIval edifice. Mahoney said the 

that"the governor told me to convey , , ch~ch's insurance ~d not cover the 

his condolences to you." Although by . es~ted $400.000 m damages. and 

then Mitchell and everyone else the msurer refused to write a new 

Imew the fire had been' accidental policy, a condition necessary for get-

he told the Rev. Shirley Polk that ting a loan to rebuil~. 

"we still like to be there in a time of Whether or not the blaze was ac­
need." tuaIIy a hate crime, Mahoney said, 

Meanwhile. radio stations and "it sure wasn't an act of love." , 
news wire services throughout the Such attention bas raised eye-
region reported that the fire was brows at another Ricbmond area 
"the latest in a wave of suspicious church. Although the church was de-
blazes," even wbile mentioning in- ~yed by a suspicious fire in April, 
vestigators' fmding that the blaze It has not been on most lists of 
appeared to have been accidental. burned black churches being c::ircu-

Reese Cleghorn, dean of joumal~ ~ted by federal officials and the me-
ism ·at the University of Maryland dia. . 
and president of the American Jour- . The R~. Wilson E. Shannon of 
nalism Review, said the reactions Fll'St BaptiSt Cburch-Centralia said 
weren't surprising ,given thener- that fire officials ruled arson as ~e 
vousness throughout"tbe country .cause.ofth~ $2~O,OO~ ~laze that de-
over church burnings. stroyed a histone building used as a 

"It's inescapable that a lot of these " . " sanctuary until 1962, when the Sro. 
fires were set with racist motiva- member congregation moved to a 
OOns,", Cleghorn said, "but a lot of new church three miles away. 
them have less certain derivation." Shannon· said that about a year 
Ordinarily Cleghorn notedyester- ago, the letters "KKK" were painted 
day's fire' in Maryland wo;Ud haVe on ,the side of the older building, 

, . been "3 non-story" beyond the area which ha.d been used for Bible study 
.aroUnd Berlin. and special events. 

In Richmond, members of' Glori~ , . He ,added that he pities whomever 
'OIlS Church of God in Christ-who' set the fire, not for "what we can do, 
have been meeting ina commW1.ity or w,hat the.Jaw will do, b~t what the 
cent~r since tbeir sanctuary Almighty ,will ~o !or burmngdown a 
burned-say that despite. the confu- house of !,,~rship.' . 
sion over the fire there, the atten- . The nuruster also S3ld he worries 

, that the fires "appear to be Polariz- ,'1~ .. , ing the races at a time that we need 
to stand together." 
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aUfchgoers,··.·... P3StOrs ·· 

refuse to live in fear . 


. ,.. . . :' 	 ~ .. 
.' Some· 5pe<:ulate. the· . lire . could

By Debble.Howlett have been a prank ,that got out of
USA TODAY. . hand In is uneventful town. where 

.black-e Susans are in bl.oom and
'RUL.EVII;1.E; Miss. - Anhe end· . the ,er'slirst Withering heat 

of a dirt road ainid acres and acres has wed the pace of life to a crawl. 
of . new cOtton, the Rev. S.E. Walker "It' MtIy JUSt Quiet here," Lee said. 
says his apck is sater In the modest, . ere was a break·in last month at 
,~church than . anyWhere .. New Zion Missionary Baptist. 

No ma+ter that just a few miles 
away a· black church was torcheQ' 
earUer this year, or that federal in· 

· vestiptors .st1lldon't know who did 
· It Oi"even that the Sunflower'County 

sbert1f has stepped up patrols around 
churches here. . 

This Is a refuge, Walker insists. . 
"Naturally you.are concerned," he 

said, before· services Sunday. at ,St.. 
5fary's'Mis!llonary Baptist Church. 
"But these fires are the devil's work, 
and Sunday Is the Lord's day. No 

Church•. but the Rev. Joe' Smith 
blames the theft of the public ad· 

' ~ system on vaitd?Js. tfyingto 
add to a stereo coUection.. . 
,"We're concerned, but we've been 
blessed," said Smith, the pastor af 
New Zion tor 20 years. "We feel pret· 
tysate around here, actually." 

.At St. Mary's Missionary Baptist. a 
mile oft State Road 8 and surround· 
ed ,by cotton and rice lields, the 
weekend brought only Friday choir ' 

..practice, three Saturday baptisms 
barm.wUJ come today." ,and a lengthy Sunday service that 

For black pastors across the South; 
satety Is a day~y-day concern as ar·, 
SODllf1res'st 'black churches' crop up 
with In~ frequency. Nearly 40 
5USP.ldoUS fires In the past 18 months 
~ raising questions aboUt a possible 
conspiracy tueled by bigotry.. 

In South Carolina. the black pas-
tors,a.<i:;odation.has.just begun asate­
tY"pnIIf8m' called 'Qiurch Watch. a . 
blracfa.t multidenominational patro!. 
that likely wtu beCome'a' mOdertor' 
blackichurcheS. . 

HI do know there is concern out. 
the~," said Rose JohnSon.ofthe Cen·, 
aerof Democratic Renewal In Atlan-
UL. "We sense. indMdua,lly Churches 
are DegiJmI.ng to· handle it In their 
own' ways.·' . 

Fod8years,.Betty Lee has attend­
, e(tNew Mount Zion MisSionary Bap­
tIst Olurdl, which was burned but 
not destroyed In a lire three· months 
ago; Sbe is not sure racism is to 
blame, "Could have been someone 
sleeping in there or something," Lee, 
69, a retired homemaker; said. 

· The church, Just outside this.pre-. 
dominantly black town of 3,200, is a' 
quarter mile from a boat launch at 
the Quiver. River wllere local kids 
hangout. .... 

bad the cblldren' wtggIing in the 
.,Dews. . , .. 

Members of the congiegation· of 
about50 remain unworried that they 
.	m1gbt be targeted next, even though 
they suSpect the fires are escalating. 
"A lot of it I think Is just people hear~ , 
log about the arsons and getting 
Ideas," said member'U!y Price. 

Walker'ssennon didn't ad~ 

the arsons directly.

. "We're UVLng In a troubled world. 
A worldwhere'tbere's hate," he said 
to a chorus of amens from the 50 or 

.so worsbipers. "U there was. ever a 
time WE! needed prayer, it's now," ,.. 

Walker is not 100% sure the arson . 
lires In these parts are'raCially moti­
valed, He :wonders about. the influ­
ence .of the new casino riverboats on 
the Mi$isstppi Jijverln· Greenville, 

. 40 miles west. Get rid of those lloat· _ 
log dens ot iniquity an.d all of the Del· 
fa will be better oft, he saI~. . 

As tor his churcb. he doesn't wor· 

ry. "You can't be here 24 hours a 

day, .seven days a week." Walker 

said,"So you luive got to pray, You 

bave got to have faith." 
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PGschool boardalters rnagnefschoo-Is~str--a-te-gy 

By Susan Ferrechio· 
THE W\SKIIIIGTON T1IoIES: •. 

This fall, Valley View Elemen­
tary Principal Inez Sadler will fi­
nally get to fill the 17empty chairs '. 
in her school's four classrooms for 
gifted and talented students. 

Atleast20 studentswho were on 

a waiting list· for the Prince 

George's County magnet school 


. had been kept out because they are 
black. and the. seats were !:eserved._ 
fur whit.estudents under a court­
ordered desegregation plan. 

The school board voted 5-4 Thes­
day to changethatrule; easing the 
racial quotas on the county's pop­
ular. magnet-school program de~ 
spite the court-order: 

The move will open' about 500' 
. vacant slots in the county's 53 
magnet programs to black sl:!J­
dents.:With 4,100 students on walt­
iDg liirts; tbose:slots won't be' hard. 
to fill, adininistrators said. .' . 

"It's very goodnews;' said Mrs. 

Sadler. who faced the possible loss 

of a t~cher b\!causeof shriilking 

enrollment. "I'm excited at the 

pros~ of having those poSitions 

filled by students!,' 


But opponents said the switch 

'threatens to land the county back 

in court and cost up to 513 million 

10 state aid· for. magnet schools, 

while avoiding larger. questions of 

desegregation ·efforts in a 

majority-black county. 


"This SaYs:thattheteis no,way 
to desegregate anymore," said. 
school board member Alvin 
Thornton; who is black and voted 
against the change. "I'm not will~ 
ing to play around with that money 
in order to put a few black school­
children into' a so-called better 
school:' 

The magnet program: was cre­
ated., in 1985 to funnel~ extra re­
sources to schooi~predomi­
nantly black areas and to act as a 
voluntary integration. program, to 

. lure white students to the speCial­
ized programs in' majority-black 
schools. . . . 

The court required a racial mix 
in the program; previous county 

.; regulations required 'that, at least 
9 percent of the students m a high 
school magnet program and· at 
least 13 percent o.f.those in a grade. 
school program' be' white..Cur­

rently, 72 percent'ofthedistrict's . But· Sen. Leo E.' Green Sr.,
120,()()() students are black. .Prince George's County Demo­

But even at· those levels, the crat,. said the county delegation 
county'did not have enough white 'Will fight to retain the funds in the
applicants to fill the magnet· 1997 session of the General As­
school program. There are 25,000 ' sembly. As long as the court 
students enrolled in county mag; '. agrees to the cnanges, the moneynet programs, . , , will likely be appropriated, he 

Board members voting for the said.' . 
change said they are not 'aban· , "I think the court will go along 
aoning racial quotas f9r the mag­ with it," Mr. Green said. "If the 
net program, but rather allowing court says 'we can't do it, then 
black ,students to take slots that they'll tell us what to do. At,least 

· would otherwise" go empty be­ we're moving," 
cause of the lack of white appli- , The board's attorneys will notify cants. . '. . .~ the U.S..District Court in Balti­

". "How can~u deny access 'to the more oftiie changes within two .
more expensive programs to black weeks, school officials said. That
students?'.' asked board Chairman. court ordered the county's orig­

'. Marcy <;::anavan, who is white and . inal desegregation plan in 1973 
vo~ed tor the change: "If there ~re and approved the magnet program 
people who believe you should cut in 1985 as an alternative to the bus­

. out that money because we are let­ ing it had ordered earlier. 
, Since it was approved, the mag­· ting SOO kids into tha~ program, 

. shame on them." net school program has grown to 
Voting. with her:in faVor of· the include 16 themes, including Mon­

", tessori, science and technology,measure .were board members 
Beverly K. Beander, who is black, language immersion and perform­

ing arts.and Suzanne M. Plogmail, cather­
ine M. Burch and Verna Thasdale, Students in most programs are 
who are white. Opponents in- chosen by lottery, but some pro­

. cluded Mr. Thornton and board grams, such as the one for gifted 
members Frederick C. Hutchin­ and talented students, require stu· 
son and Kenneth E: Johnson. who dents to be tested before they are 
are black, and ThomasR. Hender­ admitted. That requirement will 
shot, who iswhite.· . not change under the revisions to ' 

· .• Mrs. Canavan said the change the magnet program's racial quo­
tas. ."is just a very minor modification 

of the total plan." . 
But state lawmakers -.who ap. 


proved an extra $13 million in 

magnet-school aid for the County's 

desegregation efforts .,-may see it 

differently. . 

. "If the underlying basis for the 


magnet schools is put into ques­

tion, then I think that there's going 

. to be some question about the need 

by the state to continue funding 

them," said state Delegate Howard 

P. Rawlings, Baltimore city Demo­

crat. 


"If the court order becomes. 

moot, then the General Assembly 

would have to ask, is the state still 

obligated to continue funding . the 

magnet schools?" asked Mr. Raw­

lings, chairman of the House Ap­

'propriations Committee. 
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USA TODAY 
• THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 1996, 

11Mmisedfor black churches 

The churches have been 

humble In asklng for money. 
said Carol Fouke of National': ArsOn damage per'church:' '$102,035 Cooncu of Cburches, M05t un· 

The amount Of arson damage derestimated their need, 
to black chun:hes In \he South BuUding codes and other 
bas Increased shaIpty SInc;e regulations'make building 

, ,1993. maIChIng \he lisa In \he cllurches more expensive ,to­
number of lites, a USA day. Also, the National Council 
TODAY surveytound, The wanlS all the Churches to Ilave
avarageioss par Ilr& was . , ,cenll'lll heating. Indoor plumb- ' 
$l02,035.11I8Ul'III'lCEI covered Ing and parking lOIS.

.48% of tha-Ioss In the 641i1es "We're not Ialki.ng eXlTllva· 
SInc;e J~ 1995. USA pnL We're Ialki.ng basics,"

,TODAYtound" . "Fouke says.
The National Councll' also 

Damige In SouIhem .. wanls churches to InsI;a.lI alarm 
StaIe-by-6Iate anaJwis of damage tlom Jan. 1. systems and,ln some eases. 51!­

. 1995, to JliIy_1. 19!16, rankIId bV toIaI damage: c:ulity cameras. "We're not just ' 
, , ~, AWr8g8' TIl1al rebuUdlng. but we're making 

Sllre they don't bul'l) down ,. State ' AI&on!r dllmage', ' ',damage ',', apIn." Fouke said,
,Tennessee "85269,375' $2,155,000 ~1btaI ""11II1II111', Insunince pays only to re­

'South CeroIIna ,10 ,. S116,3OQS1,153,OOCrYeai place the damaged church, nOI 
, TusS' 11 $76,323 M3l},55C)' ' to,lmprove Il 
, VIIgInla '2$:n2,5QO t421i,ooo' , : "l'hafs Ihie for them to re­

Florida ' 3 5129.1oo$387,3OQ, buJld bigger and better bUI in· 
, Alabama ' 7 $87,5QO $525,GOO , Sllrance isn't for thet," says Pal 

Moreland of CIlurch Mutual In­MiSsIssippi 7 $5&.157.' $393,100 'surance Company, which' in·Nor1ll Carolina ,8 S40,638' ,$32&,II9Q'. sures 63,000 churcbes.
Georgia 1 $711,000 $70,000., Private dOnations, helped by 

a few I!ank loans, are nnancing Louisiana 7 ' $8,886 $53,200' , ~.~~ra;:ht:::;~Mansas 0 $0 $0::: the expansions. 
Dazens of groups are raising 

money to rebuild black 
churches. ,After Winning the 

moved so many loc:al reSlden1S ' Olyri!pic gold medal in basket· 
thet the commualty is I'IIisIng , ball, the "Dream Team" donal· 
monlll to rebulld a ,modenI ed their prize: $IMOO eaCh, 
$100,'000 cbun:b., ' Some money of the SIIrplus 

':19l~3,lmiIlIll.CltIIlI!:,the rise " , The new church wUI:be • money, will go to rebuild 
, , ,;" made of brtck. It wUI have a churches oulSlde the South or 

cburcbes" bathroom. II paved parldng Iot., ' to churches !bat were victims 
January, a wheelchair ,ramp, even IIIr- of other bate c:rIines. 

Io5s. Da.mage" ;'condltlonlnll to compete' 'The National Council of 

$1,000) at against the Alabama IIIiDIII!er5. CIlurches bas set aside 15% of 


, " • "We appreciate all thet is be- Us money tor programs to im· 

Ing done for our chun:b.- says prove nICe relations. ' 

S\lT1'OUn'dl.J!I/.' the Rev. L.c.Pettway, pastorof A USA TODAY Investigation 
,New LIberty BaptIst CIlun:b. publlsbed In June found & Wide 

, By improving the chun:b. Yaliety ot motives behind the ' 
,were, old ,the community comIdered It· 'Ires. M05t were unsolved. Only 


with congrep.: self as maIdng a statement, a few were dearly rac.ial. 

to, pay' for re:' , "We not only want to bulld ' A white volunteer IlTengbter 


as hlng leaky ,the ,struCllJre of, the church Is cbarged ,WIth burnin8 New 

'churches lacked', bacIt, but we want It to become AIabami"';;': The Rev. LC: PeIIway hJgs Ed ' LIberty Baptist. Race Is not be­

',: :' aSll'Ollger church, IiDd read! . South Trust Bank ~ gI'IUIdbreaIdng lor New Ueved to be a motive. 

, Baptist, 'out to more people In the com. LIvingston, a white banker, 


'Is buUe!- ,mu:mty; says Edl.Jvlngstoli, CIlurdlm' the LIving God were ,inutee. "1'hechurch was ID started the elrort to rebuild the ' 
the 5Ize' ,executive vice president of started before a lire In June need of repalrbefore the are. , churCh in part to send a mes­
church SOUth Trust Bank whO set up a caused $50,000 In dainage. The tImIng,yias right" . , sage thet black Churches are 

28. ' fund at his bank for the chUJ't!/:!., The congregation: dedded to , The charIIable groups· are notbumed with Impunity in 
cburch; Some ,churches are relocat· buUd a new $300,000 struC1llre supportive of the churches 1m- the South anymore. The re­
did not Ing from Isolated areas to maID With classrooms, for SUnday proving thelr'coDdltlon. ' sponse to bls fund-raising elrort 

nIUlmhln":'Fl.."",, roads so they're less vulnera- school. a parking lot. ; a'court- The Natiollal Councll·of was generous, be says. 
b1e to arson. Others are adding yard and a Ilk:er S8IIdIIaI'y. Churches bas raised $8.'1, 'mll· "It's amazing - all the bad 

'roOmsforclassesordaycare.' "We're lIot building a '11011, more ,thall any, other IIS!iOcIatedWithwhathappened 
In, Greenvtlle. T-. plans sbrlne," IIBld Chrts Kilmer. group. So far, Irs dlsIrIbuted and all the good thel came 

des!l'llcilon !O renovate' the century..old chaIrmao of the building,com: , '.$1.4 mlIIIon to 14 i:h1!f'Ches. from It," be says. "' .. ",,._ , 
.F 
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mll(New!torkmbU(!l ::::: .. i/~-?b 
~urch Fires PromptGroundswellofAid 
f • .?~...,. .. .. 

r,;,...· By mOMAS J. LUECK·· 

:::~A rash of church arsons in the.'· An·eHort to help

.,{Uta! South has prompted a ground. .. . 
;...11 of relief eff0f!S and publiC. pro- 'black churches has 
;\8f¢ by New York City area chanties, 
:~rs of the clergy and civil 
.¥ts.groups. ' '," 
,;:: ~tnce Wednesday, the l~al reac· 
.tQ)Ji has taken many forms, mclutting 
;ipltirlift from Kennedy Internation·, 
;I'&.lrport to Tennessee, an anti-bias 

. , " 
echoes ofthe civil 

, .
riahts movement . 
• "0' . , .• '" 

... 

.ampaign that brings together black, , rights groups. For instance, a cam· 
·~)pish. Christian and Hispanic

'11IO\JpS, and a'rally by religious lead· 
ers: '. 

"In a perfect world this might 
havehappenedsooner,butlthasonly 
been over the last 30 days that the 
attention of the nation has focused 
sharply.on this problem," said Ste­
phen M: Johnson; president of Ameri; 
Cares a' charl'tv bas"" m' New Ca" ,,: ~ ­
naan roAnn that fll'es medl'cal sun. 

,'-U ., . .t"
plies to victims of war and natural 
disasters around the world. The cur­
reilt wave of burnings began making 
headlines more than six months ago, 

Americares received, from' two 
anonymous donors,,~1 million to help· 
rebuild Southern churChes: And It did 
so with afiourlsh, 

The organization' flew five parish. 
loners from the, burned churches to 
New York so they could be present at 
Kennedy Airport on Wednesday, 

paign called Bias Watch was initiat· 
' ed jointly in Manhattan on Thursday 
' by the National Council of Christians 

and Jews, the· Anti-Defamation 
League, the National Urban League 
and the National Council of La Raza,
which represents Hispanic people. 

Leaders of the four groups, saying 
that the churcll fires were only a 

. symptom ofabroader problem, said 
they would combin.e resources to 
combat bigotry· in many forms, in· 
cluding racist statements made on 

. radio t8.Jk shows, segregated housing 
and sociai activities on college cam. 
puses and police brutality. . 

"We want Latino kids In the Bronx 
'to see It in their interests to speak out 

. when a synagogue Is defaced In Los 
Angeles," said Raul Yzaguirre, pres­
ident of the Natlonai COuncil of Raza 

Abraham H.· Foxman, national di· 
rector of the Anti-Defamation 

when a DC-8 was loaded with three', League,. said, "The last time we 
50- by 6O-foot prefabricated' struc·· came together, like this was 30 years 
tures and 38 new pianos, Th~ plane . ago," referring t9 the civil rights 
was bound for Memphis, with its 
cargo' to be used by burned-out con­
gregations across the South. 

Outrage over the burnings ap­
pears to be strengthening local ties 
between Christian, ,Jewish and civil 

crusades unleashed after three civil 
, rightS workers were killed in Missis· 

sippi,'
And while the four groups offered 

few details about how they would 
carry out their campaign, they have 

received finanCial support from one 
company; the Monsanto Corporation, 

. and said they would seek contribu­
lions from others.. .', 

Monsanto, based in St: Louis, said 
It had contributed $250,000, and 
asked its employees and suppliers to 
contribute $500.000 more, with the 
money to be split evenly between 
construction work on' burned 
churches in the South and the Bias 
Watch c::ampaign. ' 

On Friday, the Baptist Ministers 
Conference of Greater New York,. a 
group of 475 clergymen, and' radio 
station WLIB said they would work 
together to raise money for the 
burnec:J..out congregations. ' 

Officials of the Simon Wlesenthal. 
Center sald they would· offer their 
Internet site and a toll-free telephone 
line to anyone who wanted to report 
evidence of a hate crime. 

And the Rev. AI Sharpton organ· 
lzed a rally involving about 100 cler- , 
gymen and church members from 
New York and New Jersey that was 
intended to pressure government of· 
flciais to, investigate the church 
burnings more aggresslvelY,and caU 
on state and Federal lawmakers to 
adopt more . severe penalties for ra· 
clally motivated arson. 

"This is domestic terrorism," said 
Mr; Sharpton, who also plans a can­
dlelight vigil tonight· in Harlem to 
protest the church burnings. "Our, 
concern is that by raising money to 
rebuild these churches people are 
taking the easy way out," he said. "I 
would rather see the money used for 
rewards to catch arsonists and bring 
them to justice." 

http:sharply.on
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TRIALBY,EIRE 

~,ArS01rAttackJJoesn 't Dampen'Integrationist Spirit9IMo.idY White 
.' . .. ..' 

Georgia Church 

'1 
. By Melissa Fay Greene 

SpedII CD TIle w......... PIIIt 
 bad bad storms. We'le bad me cburcb. I aened as a ~ 
· man, to !me aeYen deaths in five weekB. But this bas beenPINE LAKE. Ga. 
· me UDUSUa1 experieDce.. The cxmgreptioo listesled in iii-

t was a sweltering June night and, . 10 coogregants began to gather in 
': ~believe the Lofd said: .~Mullis; ..On over to'the brick fellowship haD to make , Pme Lake. We're going to have' scmethingto bappeo.'­'. . sease of.the events that.bad come . 

TbeD the audieoce laughed. ..aasbing'down around their .ears. · He encotmIged them to recall the .buiIdiDg DOW bit ,to· Two days earlier, at 2:45 a.m., the· 
diem, aod they took tums 8bmding aod coming to the fJ:mtoriginal sanctuary of their church, FiDe to teD stories, 'as at a wake. ODe wtmID remembered theLake· Baptist. )0 miles east of Atlanta, carpet they'd been able to'acquire aod,lay in the old buiIcfins:'

burned to the ground. ,-Ibe Lon:I gave us aImoet-brand-oew c:arpeting,- abe said.
White. Republican, Southern-born, · "aDd it was in pretty good sbape aod it aened us fix' IDBD)'

· middle-class, middle-aged and older, · J'l8l'L- . 
DlO6t were flabbergasted to think they . "'Who else bas a sweet meDD'1 d. the huikIiog they'd like 

.. , - .. -"",.. pUghLba~e joined_the_ranks_,of.~ , ........... tosbare?" asked the 'minister•.~ ..' 
, black arson victims interviewed on the -As sOme d. you may or may DOt know,. eakf an older 

· nightly news. Now some bad bad their woman, "my father was DOt a Clnistian wben we jcined.this 
names in the paper for the first time dmrcb. He wasn't 8IMld until I was a teenager. Alot d. pe0­

. . since birth, aDd those who had turned up ple bad been praying fix' my dad-be was a good man aod a 
00 the local television oews were gently areal man. but be bad!l't been saved. It was the last Digbt d. 
'teased about bow they'd looked. and · reoriva1, aod they were singing the last soog. aDd it was 'WIly
sounded. They served themselves a cfiD. Not Tooigbt?' Wbeo they sot to the last vent, my dad went 
Del' of ham, squash and coleslaw 00 paper «bm the aisIe.. She was crying DOW.' '1bat sanctuary was 
plates and then found seatS facing front c:bIe aod dear to our heart aod always wiD. be. We must any 
as their interim minister, the Rev. Randy fix' whoever did. this terrible tiling to. God's bouae, to our 

. 'bouse.-' .·Mullis, approached the podium. 
. A tall, thin, jaunty man with a broad . Pme I..aIre 8a(Dt 0lUrch, 95 peroeslt wtdte. does DOt fit 

forehead, silver templeS and rectangular . the (Z'OfiIeof the mare than 40 cburcbes recently torched in 
silver eyegla~s, he had been sum­ the arnt flIidemic;:: 10 peram have been Soutbeast.ern 
moned out of retirement two months black dwrches. But it reptesents a less noticed but DO Iesa 
earlier to serve Pine Lake. Seventy- · insidious aspect of the racist climate: attacks on white 

· seven years of age, he looks easily a dec- . · churches that are in the process of \'Oluntarily desegregat­
ing. 

In the 19505 and '60s, homemade bombs destroyed hun­
ade younger. He began the meeting by dred<; of targets. especiaDy black cburches, homes of black 
enCouraging the congregants to pray for ministers, synagogues and integrated schools. The current 
their pastor search committee. "The· church Imnings, devastating black churches and integrated 

· easiest way to get rid of me is to 001!8, seem part of a similar eftort to tum back the clock to 
· 'pray for this committee to get its work .Im Crow time: Blacks are wamed to atay in their place, 

done" he said to general laughter, · whites are WIimed not to mix. 
and someone shouted back, "We've Red-bJXk, wbite-steepIed Pine Lake Baptist ~ over 

an inte.rsectioo also offering speedboats, ArrIxJJ gas, Yama­
been praying for them to slow ~ownr· has and emission inspec:tioos. For most of it!! history, the 

church gave truth to the Rev. Martin Luther King jr.'s"Kathleen and I are celebratmg 45 . 
a:atbing accusation that the most segregated hour in Ameri­years in the ministry this month," he 
ca was 11 o'clock Sunday morning. In the dnIrth's gtossysaid, turning to the subject of the fire. . promotiooal brochiIre ("If you're looking for aplace to serve"But after 45 years, never have we expe­
the Lord. look DO furtIier") the faces are all white. And to . rienced anything to liken to this. We've .blk at these good people affable, slow-talking men on 

q~ 




The, racial bistmy,ci the oeigbborbood ci Pme- Lake &p­
, ,tist·iinbOut:as badaa it lets in.Amerb, for. the minuscule, 
~~af Pine ~ populatioo'850. lies next 
cbJr to the town ci Stme Mountain. ADd ill the heart ci 
Stme Moontain looms the largest gnmite . in 
Nmh Americ:a. Stme Mountain itself, site ci~ ci 
the,InvisIbIe Empire, the Knights mthe Ku Klux Klan. : 

On Thanksgiving night 1915, 16 men climbed a roCky 
trail to the dark, smooth summit and swore their aBegiance 
to the KI8n bY. the light afabumingaoss. Their numbets in­
cluded,the self-mmed "Knights ci Mary Pbagan.. partici-' 
pilIID·in tOO 1yDctiing,.ci Leo Frank, a,Jewish pea:il factory 
m:IIID3ger aa:useHn:1913 ci the murder ci a ClJristian white 

, chikI. Mary Pbagan.W'1tb aowds wtside the'c.cutboose 
screaming "HaDg the Jewr the defeodant WIll quicldy em­
victed and sentenced to. death. Privately convinced of 
Frank's iDDcaDce, Gov. Jobn M. SIatoo in JUDe 1915 am­
muted the senteDce to life impriscmment Twer:tty.five men, 

,induding a clergyman, two fom:e' state supreme court jut­
tices and an ex-eberiff. stormed the prison farm, abducted 
Frank and 1yncbed him. 

Some af t.be&e' men were prege!lt at the' rebirth ci the 
KKK the fulIowingTbanksgiving, and were amoog the sign­
ers af the Ku Klux K1an.charter ~ by the state ci 
Georgia tbat December. .. . 
. BY 1925. the natiooal me.mbershiP ci the,Ku Klux Klan 

.numbered 5 miDicn The 156.000 me.mbelsin Georgia in­
duded aJUIlty and city officials, law eaforcement officers, a 

'. guIle!DDr and astate supreme coUrt justj;:e. Between 1890 
aod' 1940; Georgia frequeiltly Jed the natloo in 1yriChingS,' 
with a totaJ af 450. mostly ci African American men. > 

On the face ci Staoe Mountain, b1cen e !(sci the beroes ci 
the Coofederacy are carved: Robert E. Lee, StooewaIl Ja­

. 1Di,)effersoo Davis. ASouthern Mount Rtmhmore. A family 
named Venable oore owned the mountain, grew rich paving . 

, Atlanta's streets with,~ granite they quarried and became. 
the first family af Georgia's KKK. James 'jimmy" Venable 
served DOt oo.Iy as mayor of the town af Stone Mountain, but . 
also as imperial wizard of the, National Knights af the Ku 
Klux Klan from 1963 to 1~7. For half a century he hosted a . 
Klan rally and aoss-burningoo or near the mountain. within 
walking •distance af the Baptist church. every Labor Dayweekend. , .. 

'People Uke. You and Me' 
The town af'Pine Lake was built in the 19308 as a resort 

,i for well-to-do white Atlantans. Its narrow blacktopped 

streets all nil downhill, in deeP abide. toward the sunny 
,swiWming and fishing lake. The famier vacation bungalowa. 
, in various peeling shades ci pastel, DOW bouse families year­
,mmd wboae kids coast their bikes down to the lake for lazy, 
sechideq, buggy summer aftemocms., A mile away,' gridlock-, 
ed, American drive-thru life thrives OIl ~ Roiid, 
where-Pine Lake Baptist sita., .' ' , . . 

Tbe ma}U af fiDe Lake, Mike Stuckey. is a r.wtive mTue­
cab:Isa and a graduate. be poiDta out, , ci the same Iigb 
'ecbOOl~ by Robert 9Jehoo. grm.t drap ci the Ku 
Klux Klan. The IIIIIytr is a bearded. beavyaet man in his ear­
ly forties with saIt-Gd-pepper bail' and an Alabama drawl; be 
is wearing IitHJtriped suit paDlB, • busiDeas sbirt ami hiP­

. tq> black Reebok8. ' 
Qxmnenting OIl the rising IlUIIIhen mAfrbn Amerlams, 

Jamainms, N'JgeriaDs and Hispanics 88 well as P1 meo and 
IesIians moving into Pine Lake ami Stooe McurtaiD., be ob- ' .. 
serves, , guess they're jist people like JOU aDd me. 
. "Race. gender ami aemal ~ is a norHasue in Piie 
·Lake," be says. "It's a D!IHssue. We're about quality ci .. 
· We're an prdessioDa1 people here. We· lOt psycho1ogista. 
truck d:riYers ami.a wide slew ci artists. rm DOt RtiDg to 

, bide fnm the white supremacilt ~!:nLake deeds 
. "used to read, 'SeJl ooly ,to pe:nooa ci . race.' But 
. rve lived here 11 years and rYe bid DO sense ci it." . 

Stuckey is aheJaDce audio and videO pr'OCb:er wboae df... 
, " eats during the past 10 years' have 'Included the MartiD LQ. 
, ,.ther King Jr. Center for NCIIVioIeut Soda) Qange. StucIrey
" was i::bosen to be the teclmical proc:Iucer ~ directc:I' ir the 

events invoIvini Nelsoo ami W'1DDie MaodeIa'a visit. Amem­
ber of Pine Lake Baptist, he turns to the subject 'ci dmn:b­
burning: "What 00.1 think ci it? I think t.be&e people are c:t1W­

"ads trying to be bullies. You have a riabt to)'OUr political.
beliefs. as much as I may abhor what you say. but. ftanIdy, I 

" woWd coosider the amoeba asuperior life form to tbe8e_
viduaJs." " , 
, .His feelings are coofirmed by black cburdl members. "We 
have met ~ at Pine Lake Baptist who, believe it or DOt, 

, are coIorbIind," said GJeon Stevens, a 9Oft:ware alOSIdtant 
·and native ci Jamaica wboae taniily Pined the 'cburdl tWo 
years ago. "1bey'D. say they weren't raiged to be racist. I 
know that's DOt, necessarily 80, but they're sincere DOW.' 
There's. core here ci influmtial people saying, 'We're goiDg 
to do the right thing,' and that care is gi'owing. , ' 

•. 	, t.biDk they kDOcbd OIl·our door 1:hIee'sepnte times,".' 
Stevens said. "We gave in andjoined." . 

"People keep asking me. 'DO you reaDy ~ aiDb1abIe 
there?' It said Mirta Munb:k. aIao'fnmJ8maica. who moved 
awth fnD New Yen tine rem ~ IDdjioed PiDe Lake. 

"Do they think if I didn't feel webIne here that ret,have re-:, 
turned for a second visit7" ' 

',', : "We wanted to minister to the cmmnmity: said Owtotte· 
, Daveoport. a trim.,blOOd, vivacioos cburcb vohinteer. "We 
.chose, to feacb out to the oomDllmity-tbat'S our missioo 

", , ,statement We saw c:biJdren with DO way to c:Oaie'to church, 
90 we sent buses to their apartment rompleus ancI invited 
them. When you reach the children, you reach the aduIts." 
About 50 to 60 c:hildren, ill kindergarten through sixth 
grade, partic:iJ»te every week in the A W ANA (Approved 
Workmen and Not Ashamed) Program, a BibJe.based play, 
and learning time. Perhaps 60 percent of the children are 
black; recently they collected money for a charity in Zimba­

;, 	 'bwe. '. . .' 
AWANA was housed in the original, 4&year-old wooden 

church building. Renovated and decorated with cbiJd..size fur­
'niture, this is the structure just destroyed by fire. The newer 
red-bric.k office building, fellowship ban and sanctuary were 

, saVed by firefighters. 	 . 
The mailfity of·Pine Lake Baptist members seem.to be­

lieve' that outreach to black lamiIies ames, 88 J)aveoport 
said. from the church's mission ~ minister to the communi­

~l5 
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. 1 ~ 1:we J...iW:: congregants nave made Ii good start at c:fi. 
.' verstty and.:r they are ammitted. '7bis is our clnirtb,. 
. Da~· . "My huabaod and I have talked aboot it. Pille . ' 

Lake IS going to be our c:burtb until we die.• . .' .' 
Tbat ~ d. ownersIIip, ri entitIemerJt, d. security .m. \ 

derlay·wbite cmgregants' reactioos to'the suspected' . '.1,
" With DO ~.......·.ct vid:imizatioo by . faD L..~ . they "-¥. teIrorists to 18,;11. em. 
,', regarded the possibitity ct wiIIfuI.destructioo with cfi8be. 

lief. Nooe seemed able tobmulate the ideA that they riigbt 
have been apacked because of their frieridJioess to DeW 

. black ~.Despte the presence of ageota fnXD the 
. . FBI. the Bureiu of A.lcOOol, Tobacro and Firearms and the 

. . Georgia Bureau of Investigat:ioo. despite the realizatioo that 
around the same hour of the night vanda.m broke glasS wiD­
as and cbJr panels d a racially integrated chUrch a mile 
down the road. the cmgreganta propcl'led sCenarios they
bmd more likely tbaD arsoo. ", . .' , 

, "I Cbink they'll find it was a Sbort-oot in a little old wire: 
. said Ira B. MeJtoo. me ci the petjtjooer8 for the dwrdl's 
=~~~'t believe anybody had any malice to·· " 

•. 	 "It's probably a r.mdam act by kids: dedared RaJpb o.b,
aoodIer senior member. . 

, a't totally, agree with it being racial-I dat't believe' .. 
. ,radal hostility cOuJd be'the case bere: KatbIeen Mullis ci­
~~. 	 ..' 

. "Pioe Lake recently was singled oUt in the papers for be­
iDa a Iow-a:ime ~- Davenport said. ~ this is ' 

.8IIDebody's way ofanswetiDa bac:k.- ',. . '.' 

, . "My heart has gooe cut to those ~ that Ime been 

, .burnt.. said Associate Pastor lase Brooks, who looks like a 


deaJl.cut ooIIege kid. "It never evert cnieaed my mind that
' . . . , , . , we could be ,~,""_L.L.. - " ... . ' _'Mi, ---:"11.. if the chun::b is ~.'.. a klt mblack 	 YIoUUCI.-' 

fV:VV: ..............1 .......~ . . "If this ~ out to be an act d. terroiign: said Rev. MUJ. 

:e"~~~~~~~.:= .' .' .~ try to interpret the message will make. me sick at 


~. ~~ by bJac!' ~tims, the thUd B ~~ .~'" ~,~~.~~.eg&t\tS,...~~.~.tbe . 

StevaJS ~ that nz is the motivating' factor . '. as.. uudlOt "UDbetieYahle. ..' . 
. 	 . 1I'JiIIlI[' . 

.iDa old-time white amgregatioos to. poD .up their stakes; Hot Do, Soup . . 
ac:me move to new locatiOos, some· simply fold. "What is ~--=--=--__~__...;..._.....;._ 

iear?"be asked. "It's the pen:eption that your oomfort zOOt So the new wave Ofrac:ial terror sweeps over people cn:e 

is aaiDI to be disturbed. H the style of worship they hok 'safely 00 the sidelines. Here, in the heart d. Dixie, okI­

..... dear begins to erode, it DO Iqer feeB like, their chun::b.~ . ~ wbite people have weJcomed. black people into 
Tbe Rev. Mullis bas obserVed the phe:nomenoo firsthand. '~ chun::b communities and have started with them down . 


"WbeD I started at ~ Park Baptist,. be sai:I, "I kloked . ' a· different road than they'd ever tr.rveJed before. Social 

cut over a sea of wbite faces with, a . couple .of black faces . change does· not happen overnight. Pine Lake representsa' 

ben aod there. I thought to mySeI(, if I stay here, someday . rqodest beginning. If.' in a decade, it thriving, weJl.integrated 

fm JOing to look out over a sea of black faces with a ooupIe 'community is found here, me may then begin to speak of 

ci wbite faCes, and that's exactly what happened. There was , 'achievement. of profound In themeantime,Pine 

a very affluent community next' door to the churcb, ,Lake's first steps toWard a racially harmooious 

$250,000 homes. Black lawyers, doctors, principals, pnie&- church community Seem to have beeri scorched by fire. ' 


.~ IBM executives bought the houses and jJined our At the JIme 19 fellowship meeting; congregants were fin­
. cburcb. The white people moved out a few at a time. ,,~. up with their ~ of the kliSt Quilding. "Pop Ben- ' 

, "'Ibis me, their cbiIdren were raised, they wanted 8 ',. Dingtoo used to stay up an Dight Saturday night to warm the 


smaller home; that me, moving to a suburb north of the city. " ,baptism water," recalled Jose Turner, an older c:oogregapt. 

I never beard from anyooe, Tm.moving to get awaY fnm . Then he reJated a story from 11m younger days that tickled. . 

the b1acks.' The ,churth hovered for a time at 6()04.() white- him: "One Digbt ~,were having hot dogs for the :Yocmg peo.. . 

black before ittipped. , " ~ we bad a big pot of water 00 ~ ci the stove. Some­

'"Rainbow P'.:.1c voted to stay there and minister to ,the times when you 00iI hot.dogs, you know, the color Will come . 

Cmmnmity. Pine Lake Bap&t'has voted the same thing. , '<lIt ~'~ UP,' to the top. Wen..ODe young Jady waIke4 by

You'D find nothiilg but genuineness and'sincerity here.. . and said, Oooh. What are we having?' , .. '.. , 


But Pine Lake's black membersbjp hasn't even hit 10 per- :. ,"'So I Said, 'Hot dog soup.'" ' . " 

oeilt yet. Almost no one's comfort ZODe has been rufDed. Will ' ,"And she said, 'I never had any before, but it sure does . 

the Pine Lake whites hold 00 if black numbers increase? look good!'" " " . . 


Around Atlanta, me finds a few white congregatioos who Later Jim Davenport, Charlotte's husband, got up. "When ' 

baw hung in there, have welcomed black members withoUt you had 300 people crowd on a hot night into a room built . 

bidding farewell to white. Some successfully blended cIiurtb:- for 150. you bad what we used to call fellowship," he said to 


.. es approach the different prayer styles and different choir' ~ laughter. "We had 30 foot-stomping minutes of music ' 
, . styles of their members by offering a smorgasbord 9f every weeJdor 17 years. The memories we treasure are not 

choices. A more staid. more "white" -.le of ..-..,h;v ... wiII be 90 much about the place, though, but aboUt the -t.,. about~1' n .",,,*, ~__L. other." 	 ~,
scheduled. say, at 10 o'clock; a more participatory. more, C4U.J 


"black" style at 11. With in-house diversity, membership .. , Many in the audience were fed-eyed' by now, and his 

nmnbers grow aridwtrite fli8bi is not triggered even by a words rang true. In the asbesoutside, a proud buik:ting cn:e 

5O-SO racial balance. . '. stocxi in which their late ~ and fathers and ~ 




and first n~'am their own ywnger. selves am their . 
chlldrenbad praye,d and surig aDd aItup.It was a laciaDYm.: 
t'egr.!ted ,crowd that stood at the end d. the evening and held 
bands:, for the' yPunger bIadt· famities bad jXDed the older 
wI:p:te to moumtbe'oJd bui1c:tiOg. They mostly sat quietly to 
liSten to the memories of asanctuary they'd never known. 

Perhaps 'Pine Lake was burned""';as ,the integrated 
sdlooIs were bombed in the 195Qs:--becalige it had desegre­
gated. But the peOple tnmg 00 to each other, tbeireyessilut 
in prayer. It was DOt about a building, or about race, but· 
about people drawing together and choosing to can tbem­
&elves a famDy. . . 

, .. " 
". , 
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suCCK CHURCH BURNINGS 

··010 IT·
, . ."..... ...... _-_. - ,. ---.- ~- -­

Yo n ,poor, .uneducated 

describes most arsonists 

By Debbie Howlett 
USA TODAY 

CoLUMBIA. Tenn. - They got 

blMted that weekend, the three of 

them. Six cases ot beer and a list· 

tuJ of vaUum wW do that 


The more they draDk, the mad­

der they tpt 


Robert Lee JohnSon said he 
was being cheated in the back· 
room card game at the SWeety 
Peety, a black~wne(f juke jOint 
Michael.Jet1 complained his daughter bad run' 

. off to KnOxville with a black man -:- a pimp, he 
called him. Mark Jett agreed: Blacks needed to 
be put in their place. . " 

With their rage at tuJ1 boll on SUPer Bowl sun­
day nigbt In 1995, the bio decided to soak an 
elght·toot pine CI'Q9S In kerosene and bum It in 

. 	front of. the SWeety Peety. One tbI.ng led to anoth­
er. By the time ~~:..sun ~ tvJ~~,_black 

churches werecharreCI from the 
Molotov cocktails the men had 
.cra1ted from empty BudweISer 
beer bottles. . 

"It's a bard tbI.ng to explain." 
said JohnSon. 33, sobered up and 
contrite before the federal judge 
about to sentence him to ,37 
months In prison. "I know I was In 
the wrong. I know that making 
crosses and bombs, that's a terri· 
ble tbI.ng to do. I dream bad 

. . dreamS about that" ." 
JohnSon and the Jetts, who are cousins. were 

the lirst men convicted under federal civil rights 
'law for one of the 66 suspidous ftres at Southern 
black churches in the past 18 months. ' 

, OnFrtday, USA TODAY reported that there 
was DO evidence of a national or regional con­
Spiracy ,beblDd the 8l'8Oos. Many ares are 

batE!-~-bUt'many-'~' not. 
Olurches bum for a variety ot rea­

. SODS, including teen-ege vandalism, 
derangement and insurance fraud. 
In one-thIrd of the cases where at· . 
rests have been made, the suspect
bas been black. . 

Today, USA TODAY looks at the 
six cases ot church ares In the 1990s 

'. in wblch federal charges'of racially 
motivated arson have been brought 
or are being ~dered. 

The six cases involve 14 men - all 
,white ' - ,and the burniilg of 11 

churches .dating back to 1991. 
Twelve of those men have been con­
victed under the 1968 federal civil 

. ' rights law. The otber.two are in jall 
awaiting trial on Slate arson charges 

,wblle federal prosecutors prepare 
civil rights charges against.them. 

The men have no known connec­
tioos' toeacb other. They are all 
wblte, but there is no. coosplracy 
here. Only background,' prejudice 
and ctrcumstance link them. The 
men's stories bear striking similar· 
ities - tales of bard . lives and sim­
mering resentments; of rage and 
ftames in the night And in some 

, cases. contrition and shame. 



" ~r. I , 

Anon defendants . 
YOUIl& white and. poor 

USA, TOOAY;' visited the/home­
tIrnlBoftbecomftted? and ~ 
Cl:I!!lBI ar&misls,; exami.ned' 
CIIUIt mconIs, in evecy ~'. 
8Dd.~,fa.mifymem- >', 

, .berS, .police, prosecUtors and 
>defense-lawyers.. From. this, adear pettememerges., The ar­
son detendanlS were: . 
. , • ...- educated. Only four 
ac:me 14 bad gnduated from 
IUgft sClloof.. '. . 

• Poor. Halt were· unem- ' 
played. The OChers he1d, .low­
payiq jobs such as working in ' 
a tIsh market or doing WJo, 
skilled constructioo work. ',' 

• 	Yoaag. Ten ot the 14 were 
. 1'1 to 23 at the lime of the 

chUrch burning. Halt of the 14 ,.' ' 
· DYed at,home. ., . 

• Rural resldeDts. Most 

,DYed in Very rural areas. gen. 

emJJy dose tv Ihe. cburcbes 

tlieytarJeted. . 


• Not career. crlmlDals. 
'NODe'bad previOllS'fekmy con- ' 
vidions, ~ ai few had, 
mISdemeanor arTt'.SIS or run­
ins with autboriti~ as juve­
niles. Three cases bad links to . 
racist.groups; three did not. 

• Druak.' Most were drlnking al­
, cobol beavily on tbe nlsbt tbe 
· . churches bui'ned. Several had been 
taking drup. mostly martjuaM. 
~ey'd been drinking, but thats 

DO e:r.ciJse,"'says the Rev. Alvin An­
derson. pastDr otthe·Friendship Bap­
tist Olurcb, one of the two cburcbes 
burned by' Johnson and the Jeas. . 
"Sometimes diin.k:ing just makes us 
brave enou8b to do what we've al­
ready sot in our bearts to do." 

Irs not easy to understand. what is. 
in each of these men's bearts.All14 
retused to be interviewed. 

Twelve are still in custody. Som*!" 
of them, as well as prison omcials, 
expressed concern about possible re­
taliation from black.inmates if their 
crimes becameknown~ 

"My utmost concern now is to let, 
thiS' all die'doWn in'oRler to sUMve 
in this place," Mark Jett told USA' 
TODAY in a sbort, band-written let­
ter from federal prison in Beckley, 

, W.Va "I would like to 'set the record. 
strai8br but to do it now is like sign­
ing my last will and testament May­
be you can understand?" , 

USA TODAY informed the U.s. 
Bureau of Prisonstl!at tbis story 
would appear today. The bureau said .' 
it would take precautions to ensure 

'the safety of the 'inmates, 
· The two men who have completed 
their sentences have (ound jobs and 
mariied since being released IJ 

"I just want to put it aJl behind 
me," said Coats, a tall man wbo has 
opened a,lsh market in Dumas,'Mk. 

, He declined to say more. 
. Stlllltwas possible to glean insigbt 

from the men's own words In tri81 re­
cords and Interviews with thO!le wbo 
kneW them best. . 

Hlgh school hate: 
The white supremacISts 

John Jason Bakenbus was a c:ast~ 
off lri Clarksville, Tenn. . 
, He didn't It in at Clarksville Higb 
School So be and a friend, Charles 
Neblett, tormed a supremacist 

. group, Aryan Faction. and iecruited 
middle school and b.igb school 'stu­
'denlS as members.. . . .. ' 

"Most of the kids tb8t were in the 
group were just, you know, all a, 
,bunch ot, I guess, loners.. ... I guess I 
was tbe bead kid,"Bakenbus sald1n 

, Court. ."Everybody was alone and 
dldn't have anyone to, you know, 
have a tun time with." 

At first, Aryan Faction members 
spray pcdnted graJllti on. ~dIngs. 
Then they escalated to~ullS on 
black neighbors" bomes.,Aring bird· . 
shot fi'om a shotgun at one bome and 
lobbing Molotov cocktails made 
from Jim Beam wbiskey bottles at 
another tamny wbose cbildren were ' 
schoolmates of Neblett's. 

, . On Aug. 18, 1994, they set ·ire to 
Benevolent I..odge '#210, ,a meeting· 
ball in nearby Adams often used for 
Baptist services by blacks. They 
spray pai.rited "AF strikes again" ~' 

'''Niggers leave or die" on the ~ . 
betore dousing the place with kero­
sene. Alter torChing it, they. ran 
away, wbooping and bollering. . 

Three days later, Bakenbus. was 
. arrested. His car reeked ot kerosene, 
police said. 

Neblett.; then 18, was a lanky pitch· 

, er wbowas supposed to start coli. 

. on a.baseball scholarship the day af· 


ter bis arrest. He drove a truck that 
the men used iii two attacks. 

. Ba.kenbus, then 21, had no real 
plans for the coming year, He was 
unemployed and living at bome, 
driving a 1968 Chevy Impala. A $700 
1V was his most prized possession. 

, He'd been beaten . repeatedly by 
. 	his 6-foot-5, JOO.pound father, John 


Francis Bakenbus, wbo testiAed that 

"I can. throw a· tantrum that scares 

bthe'hellout of people." .' . 

>'.' The elder Bakenbus taught his son 
that using racial ~urs was no biS 

.' deal. He testiAed that calling some­
. one a "nigger" was ibe same as call· 
ing him a "fathead.~· . 

The . younger .Ba.kenbus said be 
feared his father and retreated into 
~rug abuse. He smoked marijuana at 

the boy was "passessed by demoos." . 
Bakenbus eventually dropped out of 
b.igb scbooland worked. sporadically . 
at odd jobs. . 

Forming Aryan Faction was the 
. biggeSt accompl.isbmeilt In his young 
Ufe. He kept the group's roster, regu­
lations and oath In a briefcase next to 
hm bornb-tnaJdng manuals.: 

In court, be apologized. "I can't ex­
pl"eE the gullt ibat I feel and 1know 
irs bard to believe. 1 reaUy dl4 fee1 
guilt I really do fee11ike sllme." . 
'Bakenbus and Neblett were sen­

tenced to 33 months In federal prison 
and ordered to pay restitution of 

'$97,248. ' 

Ku KID Klan:' 
At work In lOme BnOns 

Ernest Pierce cI8lms to be an I.m­
perial Wizard in the Ku Klux Klan. 
The 53-year~ld farmer was convict· 
ed ot ordering 21-year~ld Brian 
Tackett to' torch the Barren River 
Baptist Church In BowJlng Green, 
Ky., on Dec. 6,1991. Plerc:e reported­
ly was upSet by'anti-Klan eommenlS 
by the pastOr, Larry Craig. 

Thckett stole a car In Tennessee, 
picked up four:. of camping fuel 
from hm mother, UncIa Thckett; 
picked up his girlfriend, Kim Patton, 

, and a tliend, Jerry Gann. and bead­
ed out to' bum the church· around ' 
5:30 am. Patton lind Gann testiled . 

, for' the prosecution and cb.arges 
. against them weren't pursued. 

Defense lawyers and prosecutors 
decune<i to taik aboUt the ea;--be­
cause Pierce and Thckett' are ap. 
pealiDg their convictloos. 

Pierce was sentenced to 51 
:"~ODths Intederal prison for conspir­
acy. Thckett was _ven 115 months 
for conspiracy. arson and auto theft. 

The Klan ~peai"S to be a player In ' 
two South· carolina IreS as _well 
There, Tim Welch and Gary Cox at­
tended, Ku Klux Klan m~ to­
gether, and prosecutors say they a]s() 
burned two black churcbes in)une. 

The men are now in jail awaiting 
trial on state arson charges. Federal 
proSecutors are preparing federal 
civil rigblS charges against them. 

Mount Zion African Metbodist 
EpIsCoPat,.ot Greeleyville was bur-. 
glarized, set ablaze and destroyed at 
5 am. on June 20, 1992. Two nigblS 
later, the same happened to Macedo­
nia Baptist Churcb in Bloomville. 

Weich was carrying a Klan mem­
bership card in his wallet wben CIar­
eodon County sheriffs deputies ar­
rested blm on charges of burning 
two black cburcbes. 

In a double-wide trailer where Cox 
lived, the deputies found guns and' a 
boOded white robe. 

'f­

months ago. Kenneth CoalS and Per­ age 12 and tried every other. druS he ''Those boys fe1t they had the 
ry Moore were convicted of burning , could put his hands on bya&e16. He blessing of the KIan." Welch's moth-
three black churches near Watson, said he took LSD once at age 16 and er" Wanda Mitcbum, told The State ,,,t
Ark., in 19.91: oak Grove Baptist,St , ,cbased a friend with an ax. believing 
James Baptist and Love Rest Baptist . 
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•newspaper In Columbia, S.c."TheY 
lake: these young country boys wbo 
doottrea.lly know a lot and have nev· 
er beeD out In the world, and they

'COITUpt them... ' " ' ' , 
WelCh was a lite.loo8resident of 

the area and an' unemployed ~ 
year-oId at the time of the Are. He 
lived with his mother. . 

Cox. then 22, bad come to South 
carolina from VlI'ginla seeking con­
Sb'Uction work after Hurricane HUIJ) 
In 1989. " 

, He lived In a trailer with a Klan 
buddy, Arthur Haley, and worked" 
ooIy rarely as a day laborer. ", '~ " " 

Cox and Welch are also chatged, 
with beating and stabbing a mentally 
bandlcappedbJack man they found 

, waiting for a bus near a Wal-Mart. 
The victim survived the aaack. " , 

South Carolina bas moved the sus- ' 

peds, to four, jailS because they've 

been beaten by other inmateS. , , 


Martin, Luther KiD;; 

A time for arsons ' ' 


To celebrate the 25th 'anniversary, 
, of the assassination of Martin Luther 

King Jr., three teen.egers torched 
two churches 20 miles apart near 
SUmmit, Miss. ' ' 


, ,Late on SUnday, April 5, 1993, af­

,·teu day.ot drinking beer.anc! ~ok­

, ing pot. Cluu"les, McGebee, Jerome 

Bellelo and Roy McGovern piled In~ 


, McGovem'~~' piCked'~p'a 15-Y~- , 
old jilt and went to burglarize the 
SprlngbIll. Freewill Missionary Bap­
tist Olurcb. two miles down a dirt 
road near McGehee's bome. ' 
, Wben they found nothingwortb 

stealing In the church, they piled 
p)astic loral arrangments and bym­
nals In a pew and started a Ire. The 
church burned to the ground. 

They then drove toward McGov­
ern's house. But on the way,they 
stopped at Rocky Point Missionary 
Baptist Olurch and set it ablaze. 
They drove a~y shouting: "Bum, 
nlger, bum!" . " ' 

They spent the night at McGov-, 
em's house, watcbing the churcb 
bum less than a mile away. 

"These young boys are not racist," 
Says Guy ROf,"et'S, lawyer for McGov­
em. "They got a UWe drimk. and a lit· 
tle crazy. I know the types who do 
this sort of thing with malice in their 
bearts and these boys are not that 
type..•. It was a lark." 

While McGehee graduated from 
, bigh school, worked in conStruction 
and lived in a comfortable home, 
BeHeio and ,McGovern came from 
less 'fortunate circumstances. 

McGovern, then an 18-year-old 
dropout, worked for a tree-trimming 
service. At the time of,his arrest, be 
was on probation for aggravated as- ' 
sault of an acquaintance in a dispute 

, ,over a stolen car stereo. , ~ 

Bellelo, then 17 ~ Ii rresbinan In 

bighscboo~ is one of Dine children 

and Uved In Franklinton,la. He bad 

been staying with his gnmdmotber, 

Norma BeUelo,1n SUmmit, wbere ~e 

'had been In one minor scrape WIth ' 

the law for breaking'lnto a newspa­

per vending lflI:\~e. His, grand­

, mother turned him 10 to police. 
, After the sentencing bearing. his 

father, Duris BeUelo, approached 

the Rev. Maultee Brown Sr. of 

Springbill Freewill and shook,bands. 

He told him that he would like to ' 


, ' belp pay to rebuild the church, ,but ' 
, • , that be bad no money. Then be Intro­

: ':duced Jerome to the pastor, who ac· 
cepted his apology. ' , 

Although Bellelo didn't speak In 
,open court, McGebee and McGovern 

turned to face cburch members. "I'd 

'like to teU the members ot both 

churches that I am sorry tor' what 

,happened," McGebee said. ' 


, Said McGovern. "I'd like to apolo­
gize to the members of botb 

churches. I'm Sorry this bappened." 


.. McGehee and Bellelo were'sen- " 
tenced to 37 months. McGovern IJ)t 
46 months because of an earlier c0n­
viction as a juvenile. The three were 
ordered to pay SI38,OOO In restitu­

, tlon, perform 384 bours ot communi­

'ty service each over the ,next 14 


.~~ ~d; 'IX! 'di~~1-et~;~~6~~~' ..,,,-', 
, lo.page research reports 00 the his- ' 
, tory ot the, dvil rights movement 

After Arkansas Bres: '" 

:,' Trying to rebulld lives ' 


Kenneth Coats and 'Perry' Moore 
sri! tlsbmongers In the ,Mississippi 
River lood plain. It's bonest but un­

, pleasant work, wearing rubber 

, aprons' smeared with entrails while 

'gutting and tlllt;:lng catflsb to sell 

wbolesalein SIriiiD shops. , 


But both men have found a mea­
sure of peace after serving their time 
for destroying three black churches 
in Watson. Ark., on May 17, 1992. 

, " Some speculated that the' arsons 
, 	were a response to the riots thr:ee 

weeks earlier in South Central Los 
Angeles following the acquittal of th~ , 
police oMcers wbo beat Rodney 
King. But both men have denied that 
, The churcbes were, insured, and 

all three have been rebuilt Now the 
men want to rebuild their lives. 

Moore, then 23, is' a burly red· 
, haired man who lives with his family 


in a trailer next to the Ish market 

wbere be works. He bas a second job 

at an auto garage in nearby Dumas. 


On a bumid evening last week, be 
'glowered at a visitor and said virtual· 


Iy nothing. He and his mother and,fa· 

ther sat in lawn chairs. ' 


Coats, then 23, lives in a rough· 
" 	looking. ,double-wide trailer with a 


new satellite dish in the yard, On a 

recent visit. Moore's older brother, 


workiDg at a IIsb market set up a,e:. 
bind the trailer, ,chased a reporter 
off the property. 

Married less than a month, ,Coats 
is starting his own Ish nwket and 
restaurant In prosperous Dumas. ' 

In his tidy· place, juSt opened 
W~y,Coats, his wife and his 
mother sat In plastic, patio chairs, , 

, smoking Wmstons and 'railing about 
inaccurate media, accounts reprd­
ing the new wave of arsons. 

Despite his wife and nlotber's best' 
dorts to cajole him Into 1aIJdn&' 
Coats decllned, saying be just doesn't 

, , want any more trouble. 
Both men were released from 

prison In May 1995 after serving 
32~ months ota 37-month sentence. 

, Tbe Super BowlBris 
'A PurpOse and a plan', 
, The burning rage on SUper Bowl 
SUnday 1995 began With a burning' 

, CI'OI!IS ,and 'the tlrebomblng of the 
Sweety Feet)' lavern In Columbia; 
Teno. Then Robert Johnson and Ml­
chael Jett jumped into Mark Jett's 
pickup and did the same to Friend­
ship Missionary Baptist Olurch In 
the next county. , 

They drove back to Johnson's 
bouse, switched to'Johnson's 1977 

"Pontia1:'BonneviUe and'1'etumed to'" 
,the cburch 'to watch the Ire. Mem­
bers of the congreptIon who ftre 
Igbting the Ire saw the drunken 
white men and chased them away. 

The trio then drove to Canaan Af· 
rican Methodist Episcopal Olurcb 
and tbrew a Molotov cocktail 
tbrougb'a window. The bomb broke 
a plastic water pipe that doused the 
Ire. Neither churcb was destroyed, 
althougblre did $20,000 wortb of 
damage to Friendship Missionary. 

Patricia Jett, wife of Mark Jett, 
says the crimes were not part of any 
orpnized ,effort despite public J~r­
ceptions. "They are not the radsts' 
everyone makes them out to be," she 
says. ':They are not bad people. They 
were, juSt drunk. That's all it was. ' 

,	These boys just made a terrible mis­

lake and they are paying the price." 


A self-employed painter, Johnson 
claimed income of $11,000 in 1994 af· 
ter being Ired from his job as a 
Kroger's grocery clerk. , 

"I bope God torgets what we've 
done," Jobl:lSon said ~fore be was 
sentenced in February. ' 

Despite their expressions of re-, 
morse, U.s. District Judge Thomas 

, Higgins said "these men set out to 
ride the roads atnight They had a 
purpose and a 'plan." " 

'It's DO accident that two African­
American congregations were sin­
gled out." Higgins said. ' 

~l. 




'~ , ' 

'. 
, , 

~ 	 All tIirI!e men .~ ~tenald to 
'Sf montbs in. prison and ordered to 
pay restitution'ot$20,087. ',:: 

. ;. Wblle tougb !;enteneES salve some 

or tbe public" outrage over church 

burnings, those who have been 

harmed tbemost appear to be tbe 

quickest to rorgive. ,j-' , 


, In McComb; tbe SIriall ~. ' 

, don of Rocky Pornt Missionary HaJJ­

~Church elected not to ~d and 


.. ': /pve $12,000 in" donatiOns to 'help ,'., 
, 	 'Springblll rebuild instead. ",,' , 

, lbe Springblll FreewUl BaptiSt 

Church stands at the end ,of a two- " 

mile dirt road. its taU white steeple

pristine in the fading eveuing sun. ' ' 


Deacon Carl Young says the DeW 

church' is better than tbe old one. 

IarRely because of tbe seneroJity of 

spirit of both whites and blacks in 

Amite County who joined forces to 

help rebuild' , 


. lbe three young men who burned 

the old church will be welcomed 

back when tbeir tUne is up a few 

months from DOW" ' 


"I'd be glad for tbem to come back 

to tbe community," Young says. "I 

don't teeI hatred toward them. 

lbey're serving tbelf time. lbey told 

us tbey were sorry. That's all tbey 

can do.~ 
Contributing: Gary Fields and 

Deborah Sharp , " ' , ' 


101m BakeuUs. founder of the ' ' "ADd we have a wood stOve at 
Wldte aupremaelst lI'OIIPM)'aD the house aDd I used to love to 
Factloa, ..aldOl ID court 'oa load it up and Ught it during the 
wby be baraed a bIadt eburcb: wintertime. 'I guess my fatber, 

'''lbe main reason. Your' Hon- caught on to that, but I used to 
or; was (the) raCial e1emenL Your love to put wood In and Ught it all 
Honor, 'It was the main reason. tbe rime and wonder -I guess he 

:: But also. Your ilonor,Il~\te to see ibouabt 1was being his son. but I 
thiDg!l burn. I always dave. AI- 'was eDjoylng seeing tbe are burn.
mOst bUrned down our garage at Used to set on me because it used 
'one polnt in my' ure. I burned to set the are aIann to 80 off be­
'down many things. Small things. I cause 1would leave the are open 
burned my toys. my G.!. Joe men, on tbe wood stove. I watched it 
, 1 used ~ try to bum them. see If I, ,bum for so long the smoke would 
, Could make the pl8stic melL 1 'come out and set the aIann off. 

have always loved to see things : "I just need help, you know. I'd 
burn. 1 don't know ir- 1 do set like to have help." , 
aroused by it, and 1 always have, Roberl Lee, ,lo1m1oo ' apoIo­
and I hope to God maybe I can get pes ID court for bar'aIDa two 
cured and I want to set to that black clIarches: ., '. " , 
point where I won!t enjoy seeing "I hope God forgets what we've 
tb.ings bum with Are." done. ldido't intend to hurt no­

"In reLiglous practices speak- body ... I'm ready to accept my 
Ing. you know,.Are is puri~ time. And I have learned a . lot 
And I always llgured ifsomethlng about racism, you know.'lrs ant· 

, bums away and goes to ashes; tie bit in everybody, I feckon, imd 
tben it exists 100 - or I tlgured ' I also know if I hadn't been drink­
that, you know. I don't know that. log that night and somebody men­
I don't know. I just think Are purl- tioning something like that I 

. 	Aes tIlings. I don't. know what ind- would have turned around and 
dent in :my lite led to thaL' ... went the other way." 

101 
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os symbolic ofra~ial,divide 
. .' ", '" ". " 

. -- The black church bas "been the heart of . But tbe.atUlck that mostsba tb~ nation
Fires fuel concerns that •black advocacy in A.merica." says Joseph was the 1963 bombing of the Sixteenth 

. , ". ..... Lowery, president"of ~e Soothe,m ChriS- .Street Baptist, Church i~ Birm.lngham, AlL 
bisto~ is, repeating itself 'tian Leadership Conference. "They are a~ ,Left dead, were Denise McNair, II, and 

&.1; taclting the soul of the black community. ,three l4-year-olds: Cynthia Wesley, carole 
The central role of churches in black lite .Robertsop and Addie Mae Collins.By Gary Fields and Richard Price. . 

USATODAY " , 	 p.'!S back three centuries. Slave o~ That mQlJl; ot the ',' 66 black cburches 
hoped the promise of glory in the afterlife burned since Jan. I, 1995. were founded by 

. The lrst reported black church arson . . would dull the bardships slaves suffered. :slaveS or freed slaves adds to concerns that 
occurred In 1822 when the African Metb-But the church quickly becaIne the one .' bislory may be repeating llSelt. 
odist EpIScopal Church in Charleston, S.c., place where Slaves could bow their heads The black dNfdl.6res In the 19905 also . 
was torched when whites learned slaves voluntarily, in' supplication to God, rather "cOme amid a ~~ty publicized in-
were meeting to plan an Insurrection. I' than to whites as an enforced custom.. . , ddents that ba\'e . race relations. 

Eight generations later, the fiery de- • 'proB~l!nmitlnisteeaders woteretheamabo°~:em~ The, ROdney King . . In 1990 was rsstructiOn of black churches remainS a po- uu."" followed by the ~uJuat pt the white pa­
tent symbol of the struggle tor racial equal· ,ment Churches were th~ .foundation tor lice officers wbo clubbed him. That 
ity that bas long diVided the United States. . the Underground RaIlroad. Slaves were !Ie- prompted the Los A.Djeles riots In 1992 that 

To many African-Americans, burning a eretly taught to read and write In churches. included the Vi~ped attack on white 
. black church is more than an attack on a , ~r the Charleston church Ire 174 trucker Reginald Denny, wllo waS pulled 
. house Qf worship; it is an assa~t on the ~. .",' ."yea.rs go, IDIWY .souf:bern ..~ outlawed.,.., .• , -<out oNtis.truckand,pummeled with bricks 

.... '\,. tiire Itself. "... -" , . ." black cJiuitbes:'In the SlBtes tbatallowed 'by a black man. ' 
"'It is an attempt to show absolute con- them, restrictions were put in place to keep In the SUsan Smith and Charles Stuart 

tempt for whatever is of greatest value or black churches under controL , cases in North carolina and ,Boston, re-
whatever bas greatest meanlng for black A North carolina 'law mandated that spectively, whites played on the image of 
people," says C. Eric Uncoln, professor ·~tlve good, white men must be at any reli· the black criminal to create fictional per· 
emeritus otreligion at Duke University. . gious meeting that blacks could attend. petrators to cover up crimes. 

Today, the image of a black church in AndInSouthcarollna.therewasalawtba~ On Dec. 7,ablacltc:ouplelnFayetteViUe, 
ftames appears against a backdrop of ' no meeting ot black people under the COY- N.C., were sbot on a city street Police say 
events that have torn at the country's ra- er of religion could be held after the sun . they were killed by three racist skinheads 

. 'cial fabric, from the Rodney King beating went down and before sunrise.", ' who were soldiers from Fort Bragg. 
to aftlnnative action. . • An early wave ot church ~ oc-' Polls last year showed white, America ' 

"We are dealing with::,. pattern that ,curied in the 189Os, at the same timt: ~t· . and black America sharply diVided over 
grows out of racial hQiJtiUfy in this ,coun. ' many pt$-CiVil War laws aimed at 81di.ng .the OJ. Simpson verdict - and whether 
try," says Deval Patrick, assistant attorney former slaves were being overturned. . the justice system Is fair. ' 
.general in charge ot ciVil rights enforce- The modern ciVil rights movement also "We would all like to believe that we live 
ment at the Justice Department made black churches targets. in a color-bflndsociety .,. where race 

Which is Qne reason it's alma;t instinc- , In 1955, Holt Street Baptist Church was doesn't matter," saYs Sen. Joseph Biden ot 
tive to assume a racial motive lies behind one of the headquarters of the Montgom- Delaware. "But we don't" 
every black church fire. . ery, Ala., bus boycott. Martin Luther King The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 

The reality is that both black,and white Jr., then 26, was thrust to the front of the Firearms and the FBI have more than 200 
churches·are torched by the hundreds ciVil rights movement. ,',' &gents investigating every black church ar· 
each year for a long list of reasons, and In '1964, freedom nde!S sl~plo ate and SOD, no matter how little the damage. Fed· 
there's been criticism of the tendency to held voter registration dnves In chu:ch~, eral authorities hope the tire investigation 
point at race as the ce!ltra.! proble~ .' usually black churches. During the histonc ' can help restore the faith of the black com­

, Bruce Fein, a conservative const:itutl~n. tlve-day march ,from Selma, Ala., to Mont- '., munity in law enforcement ' 
al law expert. says people are behaVIng gomery in 1965, churches were the havens. Pastors at burned churches have 

. like·''the Queen of Hearts in Alice in Won- . .''Churches were the only. place that preached against jumping to conciusions, 
derland: Sentence first and reach averdict black folks could meet," Uncoln says. In describing the fire at Salem Baptist 
atterwards." , . .. And because everyone knew the' Church in Fruitland, Tenn., the Rev, Dan-

But to civil rights leaders and many . churches were the center of the move- iel Donaldson concedes, "My heart says it's 
blac~ the sight of a burning church is ~ menlo they bore the brunt of hatred and . race, but reality says, 'Dan,. what is that . 
image that resonates with.a moral ~d blS- were burned." " conclusion· based on?' It might be race, but 
torieal signillcance ,that ties the nation to The ciVil rights era saw another wave of let's make sure it is." . ' 
its past of slavery and segregation.' attacks on black churches. In MissUi;ippi, ' 

From the poetry ot Alice Walker to films' , 34 black churches burned in three months 

such as Mississippi Burning, artists have during the summer ot 1964. 

used the image of a burning.churchor 

cross as a symbol of racial hatred. , 

. While white. churches fall victim to ar­ IO~ 

, son. few are burned for racial reasons. . 
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Church Fh-eS " 

Said to Reflect 

Racial Tension 

Problem Deep-Rooted, 
Rights Agency Asserts ' 

WhiJe acknowledging a range d m0­
tives behind the burning of black 
dJurcbes across the South, the U.S. 
Onmissioo on Civil Rights yeSterday 
said tbeattacks nonetheless reflect 
persistent aDd deep-rooted racial teo­.,.iIl the region. , 
, A _Gte study by the OHibUi8sion 

that was cmdnctM in response to the 
...c:bun:h bumiDgs found that . 
~ poCIrets ,d aegregatiao aDd an :: 
aiatakabIe current d racial animosity""*much d the Sout:IL 
• "':Rac:ial teDsioos are awful in many 
fl dee pIaces,- said Mary Frances 
Berry, the cbait womaa d the bipart:i­
_ 'COIDIlIissiw. "We beard it from ' 
blacks and from the few whites who 
IIboIIIed up to testify. The other thing 
that we lIOticed that was stark ••• is 
that tpe old ways and the old segregat- ," 
eel patterns" are still in place in many 
cmummities. 

The study was based on town meet­
ings the commission held over three 
months this summer in'LouisiaD.a, Mis­
sissiPPi, Alabama. North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Tennessee. 

Some cmf rights and religious lead­
.. lme pointed to the church burn­
inp as a symptom of increasing racial . 
boatiIity in the OlUIltry. But the pic­
ture emerging from arrests so far is 
more complE:x. ' 

More than one-third of the suspects 
cbarged in recent months in the arson 
att.ac:ks on African American churches 
ill the South have been black, accord­

~ to federal law enforcement offi­
dais. In the past 21 months, nearly 
two-tbirds of those arrested for burJt.. 
jag IIIac:k churches bave been white 
IDd 34 percent have been African 
American. These figures suggest that 
... race may be a fac:br in aome d 
the cues, otber factors also have mo­
tinted the alleged anJIXIists. 

Mare than 200 ageotB from the FBI 
, IIId the, ,Bureau d AIoobol, Tobacco 

IIId Firearms haw for' months been 
, fOriIIg over the burned ruins of dozens ' 
of 8O,uthem churches searching for 

,dues. Somecooaervative ,watchdogs 
~ suggested that civil rights inter­
est itOOPS are exaggerating the prob­
lemd black chun:b arsons and the ra­
_1Dimosity that allegedly is causing 
them in order to raise money and fur­

, tbe.r tbeir hbera1 political agendas. 

"Racism exists aod ncial tensions 


eIist; DObody wou1cl question that,· 

aaid MIlk Tooley, a reaeardJ asaoc:i­

ate with the Institute' OIl Religioo and 

Democracy, a COIl8eIvatlve religious 

research group. But, be said. ~ is 

DO hard data sbowing that there has 

been an iDcreasein black church 31­
sons." 


Berry, however, said federal Jaw en­

forcement statistics show a dispropor­

tionate number d black church fires 

since January 1995. According to fed­

eral officials, of the 230 c:bun:h arson 

investigations opened since January 
1995. .u percent involved black 
blues of worsbip aItbougb there are 
many fewer black churches in the 
South than white'mea. 

"White cburdles have burned. but 
not for racial reasons," Berry said. 
."People who try to pooh-pooh this is­
sue and say it is not important don't 
realize 'the racial tension that is out 
there.... There clearly are underly­
ing racial tensions, and they manifest 
themselves in church burnings." 

Berry said she will ask local civil 
rights commission officials to meet 
with governors in the six states to be­
gin worltiug 00 plans to address racial 
and economic problems dividing pe0­
ple in the region. 
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Signal Strains, 

.Panel Says 

.WASHINGTON. Oct. 9 (AP) - The 
burnings of black churches In the 
South reflect an alarming rise in 
racial tensions in society. Federal 
civil rights officials said today. They 
challenged several· Southern gover~ 
nors to meet with them on the issue~ 

Officials of the United States Com­
mission on Civil Rights, which held' 
community forums in six ·Southern: 
states on the fires, said the inquiry 
had shown that the string of arsonS: 
reflected a deeper racial problem. . 

"Racial tensions are a major prob-; 
lem in the states in which the burn­
Ings took place," Mary Frances Ber­
ry, the commission's chairwoman, 
said at a news conference at which 
the panel released summaries of the 
community meetings. 

The commission conducted the for­
ums in Alabama, louiSiana, Mlssis-; 
sippi, North CarOlina, South Carolina'. 
and Tennessee after reportS that ar­
son at black churches in the South: 
had risen sharply. More than 100~ 
churches with predominantly black; 
congregations, mainly in Southern­
states. have been burned since Janu­
ary 1995. . 

Civil rights commission offiCials: 
said they were sending letters to the: 
governors and legislators in the six; 
states requesting meetings to dis.; 
cuss race· relations and to develop. 
"strategic plans." . 

So far, Gov. Mike Foster of Louisi-: 
ana has accepted, the officials said .. 

Ms. Berry assened that public of­
ficials in most of the affected states 
had been "less than fonhcomlng," a 
stance she attributed to the polariz­
ing effect of discussing raCial issues:' 

She acknowledged the findings by 
law-enforcement offiCials that· 
churches with mostly white congre­
gations had also been burned, and 
that of the black church cases that 
had been solved so far, only about 20 
percent appeared to have been ra­
cially motivated. But she said the 
fact that a disproponionate number 
of black churches was involved gave 
cause for concern. . 

The civil rights commission, a bi- . 
panisan, independent agency of the 
executive branch, said it had found 
that raCial segregation persists at 
churches, banks, schools and swim­
ming' pools in Greene County. Ala. 
The commiSSion also said racial ani­
mosity in Mississippi was so preva­
lent that black residents refused to 
attend the forum at a pr~dominantly 
white college. 
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. ' G.Qgdro~9'~ng~ Th.is 11l()[11Jm; I ~'\Ill t~ ~lk Wi,Lh you ~bquta recem ar:d~,~,rbi,ni 
tnsh of crimes thatharkcns back to' a.'dark era in our nation's history. Two days ~o. whcn 
th.~M;at!~ew~·~,:,rrJ,~rpres~y~~ Chu~~h in'Ch~!~tte,' NQrtllCarol,ina w~'; bUP'!ed to the 
gr~:mp~t., i~Q,e,c~~~ tite2Q,t,h I\frj.~a.o A1l1.~ri~a.n C~lJrq'h d~,stroyed or Qam~ged by s,qspicious 
fir~ in tite, ri11'l~1 so.uth i,n ~he P!l~t 18 mCl!'lth~. We have no evidence of!i nationaJ,.,conspiracy. 
But it' is cl~r th~Jt:ac.ial ho,~t.iHty is the' driv~[},g for~ Q~hin£i anU1l1.b~r of thesfi! incid~ts. 
This is wr.9Qg. " " 

It ~s ~uU'4 .LO~l!ql5. ~f a IT,lore depr.ay~ ~~~ of \li.Ql~l)ce th.an the d~s,+ucti01'l. of a pl~ce 
"of YI.Q:[s.hip; 'In- N1!-1!~O.er,I)W1Y', de~~~~l,ipn of SYf.l~g9g~~S w.a~ tne u2~y pr~lude to th~ 

.. Hp19,~~u_~t'. In ourC()u~lr:Y1 d1J,~il1g th~ 50sal1¢ (ips, 41;;pk., ~llu~tlC:;~ w,~re burn,cd ,to in!iQii~a~, 
" 'ch'it 'r~ghts w.pt:~;s, 'Wc'.~l rCJO~n:t,p'ez: the b9rob~n.~ ofth.~ 16,th SUeel~ap'l~.sl C,hur,~b in' ' 

B.jrITli,l1g~~m,t~,k th~)J~e,sof fO!Jr p,+~i!',us Y,Q~ng ~mldJ;:~~ in 19.63. America @.lst n~,ve[ 
~!Qw~n~qQ napp.~IJ,aS~Jl. Eyery farffily hWUl right to cx.p~t th:at when they wCll.~ to chun~ll 
on ~~n4~y m9m.il1S th,~y' will tifld a hqu!!~,of ~orsbip, not the ch!).rre4 rcnm@ts of a hateful 
~cr dO~~"l;)y cQwajtjs.ip th,~. pignf We ~Jt~t rise !lP1\san~~()i1al ~mn,wnity to sp,feguard' the 
right of everyclt17f!n to worsl)ip in s~tety: That.is wb~t AITlerica stat,lds for. . 

As YQ:9.,r.Presj<:l.~t. IaP1 qe~rrt:l!J),ed to dO everything in,my power to get t9 the 
bo.t~m Qf.lll~s~,~JiW:~1i bllmin,gs.. No lTI~f~~h()W lQ,lfg it ~s.• no maue~ where th~: ~d,s 
go, 'Y~wm¢,ev.()tp \vtl~~~~.C;Lr~~yuJ~~aren~s~,a,ry. tq splve the~e ~rirne~: 

"L '. • "'",' •••' ' ".... '. '".::' '. • • '.", •• " " > ,: •. ." . . . .•. 

1'Q,Q,a.Yrnpr,e.thM ~P9(~~a1. all~S41~~ i!l)r'~~lig;~tRrs ar~ wo~ldp.~,on tMs~.C?-s~s. 
in~1~9mg lO,OA-TF ~gcm~.' 'Fire inyes!ig~~fs', r,i~ti()J}~ r~SP9!lS~ \.ciiJn~\ polYg:raph exa..p1iners 
;md f<?rensi~' ~~!!mis.~s ai~ ~,o,mbing tltr0,ugb',qrc si~~, i!1teI'View~ng' witnes~~s' ~.nd [u.lJ~w~ng , 

,1.~~qs. ' To4~te; tb~re have' ~~n s~\'eJl:rirre.s~s~Tw_o of t~os~ in c~sto,dy ',~e ~)Qwn mflllqers 
pf tll~' KI..lKlux !GM. S.o,~eafe 'i1}:iki.ns pp:>g+:~s~,but we must do mprc. ' '" 

:. ' '. . ~ . " "" .. '" ." " ". " c 

Tb:it i~, why today, .l aljl annQunciIlg thr~e steps we are t3,~ng to a(,;celerate Q,ur ' 
prog~~s,s aI1!1 hJ~lp t:~mmllnilie,s t1gh~ l)ac}(. F~,rst, I 31T1announc~ng ~ new 800numb~r that 
W~U Qe'aYaA~pl~ 2,4",houn: ~ (j~y. sev~~,,:day~~a:;'JJ~;e~, beg~Mlng this MQn4~y. If you have 
tpto~Ip!!~'9P,~(bout whq is J!espon~Jhl~ for tita.t'S~ e~mr.ch ti,I:~pJe,a$e C~U 1,.888:-ATF:-F:m$• 

. , .. '" -" '.... ',"" '. .' ., ..-. ,."., . ',' .. . 

S~o.nd, I l!C1ye in~.tru~~e~ th~ ATfto, tell, !=hu,l'cheS what,!iteps they c;an take ,to. prote~t 
t~~m~~ly.~r fron1 arSOlli~is,' Ci[!J~he~ thr,9ugpPMt [h,~ S.Quth \1iillbe',visirep hy 'lA'l 'I;i~p,~ial " 

.Ag~nts toam,wcr apy ,q4~sti.QnschuIch 1~4er:i ,lillU p'~rishiq~ersrQay h,ave. We are aJJ;n 
,ln~!~ng th~finJo.l"n;~l}~p. ~viil,J~"le to ,l1a~h?nl3,! c:IW,{CJl 'Qr~l,1lli@l-~i9ns, for qistrlbution to. tht1Jr 
members; , , ' , ' , , , 

. '*'",,'''-;-:,'' ,'. " 
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http:i1}:iki.ns
http:cQwajtjs.ip
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,: : 

P~,t.~,c.k; ando!1r ~~s.~st(jJ.ltS~rer..;![Y of t~~ 1'r~~ury (or J3rifQz:c~m~nt. James IohnS9n to Cl:la1r 

a t.aF~fOfce ~o bril,l~ to~ethc:r all of ttle.~e invl!scQ~IJ,~(;ms. ,P:a~ Pir:eclur l,AIuis ,f'reeh cuul A TP 


, p~~~wr JQhn M.:~~w wilJ also s,er~.: on Lhj~ ,43,sk fo.fee. I have a,sJ~~ them tp repprt bap~ to 


mer :C:i~:~:::tt:: ;:::':~:~:':::b::~ cQn=o~ tb4 i~q. I 

$llPp'~rt the g~,~,~ 9f..th,~ J~g!~!~h,9n, J.ntrq9u~~.tI; hy Cn)"e~e.~~Il)~n John (:onye,r!l and Henry 
Hyqr, whic:I1' wily Tnl\ke ji~~er to, bn,llg feQ~,prq~utiol).sag8JJ1S~ lhO$¢ wllo at,~~k lu~u~ 
of ,¥9~~l'1,ip. 

BQt, ill' tne,.enp we allm~st.aq;,ept o~r'sh~e of respqns~uil.ily. To the extC:Jll thaL 
, t~~1 ~riJi\es ~reI'~ci~~Ylilqliva~ed.' we all'lnu~t realize that they are an .0ut~::owt1: of a' " 
, c.l~mateof.:r:~~alll h,qSij\lt)' t~~t~t~n hq~qs sway 10 too marty he;uts and l1:l1r,.ds 10 thl,S COUrltry. 


As .*artin L)Jthcr 'l{:i,ng, ~~id i.n' his culQgy for the lit,tl9 gir~s of Birmingtlafl1" th~s,e ch~reh 

b4~t~gshllye s,Ql11~th.ing tpsay ,to eVetyp,91~tic~ana,n,~, ever~ qitiz,~n whp h;1S fed. hjs 

J~~lg~p'qrs"tb~ st!M~ br~9f Q~tr:~~.ndsp~oll~d m~t of I'3.Cl~m. " 


' ....,' . ,," ":'. " " . "'." " .. 

R~Ug~~;tI,S fre~pm. i,s (me 0,( the rO~!1di,Jlg pIjp(jpl~s o,f oqr d~mO,c;r~y a,nd the bla,c~ , 
c:~uf~h.~~s h~~tg~p!Jly p~~n th~ c:~ter ot: wois1).~p; o.u,tr~~1). and commttnity life forll1iUiqQ,$ 
ot ta-r1,ilt:!s 11) thIS cppntry. ThM 11\,why,t wa,~ ~ohar.rl fqr R~v~rend Terrenc~, Mackey to 

',hr~ th~,rie:'ks to his,da,tlgPteT last, June whc;ntbey a~.olce to fi.I19 ~n ash s~arr~ ft~l~, in ijie 
,sPQt JVMre 0r1y the .d4y pef,Qre &toO,p tQeir ~hurch home -,., Mount i;ion AME Churc~ in 
,OreelFyvit~e. So.u~h Ca,ruUJ;l~. Rev. ~\;,key r~~,sllredhis tl~ughL~r wiLh .lh~e ,:ords: He' 
told 11e~:J "They dIdn't bur~l ~o,,:,n ,the phu~ch. They pUJ~I:,d down the bllllq~llg 11l WhICh we 
b?ldrh.ur~h.. The ~~,UI'ChlS mS1-de all ~f us. II On J~mc 15 Rev. Mac:k~y; hiS ~au.gb~rand 
hl~ c~ngr9g~t,ion Wllll1i!i~qh from th.c :u~e of tllc <?ld c~uro.~ to abrand nc,w bulldu~g. And aU 
~In~riC;£L!1S .will ma,cp., wito ili.em in spirit.· ' ',: ' . , 

, \ ~e In~sta)l <looyr p~ .to~rl9 this ra~h.of v~oleQce. A.m~~a is' a gr~t country 
.	b~ca~~~ f()rrno.~e ~han.2.QO, ye~rswe h,ay~ stx:iv~d to hpt:lpr re.ligiou5 fre~.om ~d th~ 
e~~Rr~iI;la,ry pi-..:~~,~t~Of our Pf!6pl~. T1).~ qnJY,way ~e \Y,ill s'tc:ce;ep in, the 21,st ~nt~ry i~ if 
w~ liD 1f'.J.!sl'I the fH,11 no,,~~r of mIT, rltyer:.~ity ,a,I1J'i :refuse to '.et J:!.ny:th.ine c1iv;(i.e 11$. ' 
•. , -.' ,"'- . .' , ., I' .,. . 

'Th,ap~~, f()r l~~~~l1~llg·
~"'::~";:'" ,,:"'x', _ " 
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Date: d7/02/~6 Time: 16:50 
CClinton Asks $6 Million to Help Police stop Church Fires 

I
WASHINGTON (AP) President Clinton designated $6 million 

Tuesday to f~ght church burnings in a dozen states and pledged as 
much more mortey and manpower as needed "to make'sure the struggle 
is won." I 

Clinton discussed the recent fires in a White House gathering 
and then aga~n later in Chicago, continuing the attack against 
"racism andlreligious bigotry" that he has incorporated into many 
recent speeches and appearances . 

. He asked ICongress to give quick approval for the money,which 
would be an emergency transfer of Justice Department funds. 

. . I • •
The arrangement would be flexlble enough to allow pollce to 

"patrol thelbackroads, to visit the churches, to keep watch for 
signs of tro~ble," Clinton said. Police also could use the money 
t6install flood lights, hire private security guards or pay 
overtime to durrent officers. 

It wouldlgo to communities in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Smith Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. 

Clinton ~ISO said he would sign a bill, approved by Congress 
last week, that would double the maximum prison term for church 

I • .••

attacks to 20 years. And he lssued a proclamatlon declarlng July a 
"national m6nth of unity" during which religious leaders of all 
faiths shoul4 stress healing and tolerance from their pulpits. 

"We need to change the atmosphere in the country,"Clinton 
said in Chicc1g o before the National Council of Senior Citizens. 
"We dare not allow this to continue ~ithout every American of 
conscience Iwithout regard to·their race, their religion' or their 
political pa~ty speaking up against it." 

At the W~ite House he said, "This is a struggle against racism 
and religiou~ bigotry. We will escalate that struggle as necessary 
with enough weople-power and willpower to make sure the struggle is 
won." , 

Congress is expected to consider in two weeks a bill that 
earmarks $24 million for church burning investigations. The $6 
million Clinton proposed is not include~ in those funds. 

MeanwhilEk, attorneys -general from nine Southern states gathered 
with law enf~rcement officers at Howard University in Washington to 
discuss what Ithey could do to prevent church arson. 

More than 40 churches, mainly in Southern states and with 
predominantly black congregations, have been burned in the past 18 
months. Fedetal officials also are looking into a number of 
suspicious fires that consumed other houses of worship and churches 
with majority white congregations during the same time span. 

InVestigators say they have not-found a racial motive for the 
attacks; whibh touched off a wave of humanitarian outpouring to 
help rebuildlburned-o~t sanctuaries. _ 

Of 38 ch~rch fires in Alabama since 1990, 18 have occurred in 
white church~s,said John Robison, Alabama state fire marshall. 

I • •

Many of the flres at black churches, he sald, were set by people 
attempting t? conceal burglaries, by wayward youth or those who 
have·troublecl relationships with church officials. 

"To saylthat all church fires ~ust be racially motivated 
cannot accept that,' Robison said. "Arson is affecting everybody. 
It is not black. It is not white." . . 

However, IVirginia Attorney General James Gilmore said he was 
sure that race played some factor in many of the fires. 

I 



"It's fair to say that people who burn churches have malice in 
their hearts,i'~ Gilmore said. "The burning of an African-American 
church is a ~acial act. It is wrong." 
APNP-07-02-96
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QusePanelApp~oves Bill Making1t . ...•...' . 
Easier to InvestigateCTj,11teS on ChUf~~E 

, By JOE DAVIDSON' ,Air For~e One to New Orleans,lle ab~Iy,:':1' , 
And MICHAEL K.- FRIsBY asked why the speech he_, was ab?U~ ~t!!;': 

, Staff RepoTters of THE W'ALL STREET JOURNAL' deliver didn't contain any mention :qf.ttw: 
'I,: - WASHINGTON"':' As the burning of' church' burnings: The answer was lHat-~­

black churches continued, the House Judi-' "senior adviser had urged caution beC'a1jSe:- ' 
ciary, Committee unanimously apPlYved of. speculation that blacks might be SEl.tlini:: " 

..legislation making nea~ier for -fede~a,1 thefir~s.." " _ ,',' ::«,~'-: 
authorities. to investigate crimes against Many blaCK ministers have'seen'iilfel'<~' 

,r 

, places, of worship." ", 'encesof such speculation ilJ the methods of' 
,The increased power would allow fed, some investigato~, and dliringr~cent -" " 

, eral Jaw-enforcement officers, to irivesti- 'meetings with, administI:ation 'of~idal$, 
gate all attacks orichurches;' not just those ,have complained that they felt 'inlimE,: ' 

I' reslllting in at leastSlO;OOO damage, as is' :dated. , """ >:': 
now the case. The bill also would -relax But once Mr, Clinton made clear he,. 
jurisdictional barrie~s that hamper federal \ wanted to address thechiJr~h attaci{'S;nls::,' 
investigBrtions, " ','. aides. inserted the'subject into his-New"; 

At the same time, officials said Presh Orleans: speech. ;OnSatuiday"tie:m~¥;:: 
dentGlintonplans to announce a program church burnings the topic ofh'\sw..eelOY:· 
aimed at rebui)djng the churches using Tadloaddress;Mt. Zion's pastor. the'Rey~~' 

, federal and private money. ' , ,- ,Terrence Mackey. was Wit!,l Mr, Gfi{lt0!.l: ' 
, ,TbeJustice, DepartlT!ent is investigat:j' dllring the address.' "',' ":: - ::':.::,' 

ing 37 attacks on, African-American' ,R'eps.'- Johl,1'Conyers (D'.; Mich:Vand": 
churches in the South thaloccurred sinCe Donald Payne'(D., N.J.),':inembers~otth§ 

-' ' 

'1 • January of last yeai,.Tncluding'30, arson 'Congressional Black Caucus, wrote tP Mr: 
cases that the TreasurY,Department's Bli· . Clinton on Fridaysuggesting he spe~ in, 

"reau ·of Alcohol"Tobaceoand Firearms' one of the targ~ted q)mmunities.; Mr. 
also is looking into. The latest attack came Clinton ,extended his trip to includ~ today,'s> 

~" ,,' "e'arly this week in,qreenville, Texas" visit. ,; " , '\.,', ,'.', ',; ",' ,I " 

where two churches were~set abiaze;There'- Unhke' the 'case With 'such Issqesas, ' .. ;",' 
have been arrests in svc cases. Three nien affirmative action, ,Mr. Clinton,' by ex: ' 
have pleaded guilty 'to, the .JailUa.'ry 1995 pressing, sympathy for, the vic~ims.ilnd, 

'burning 'of two churches' in' Columbia, pushing for stronger, federal action,tail 
, Tenn. More' cases haven't ' been solved ' ..strengthen his' ~upportamong minority' , 

beca!-)se the'evi(ienceoften burns up in the, voters without fearing abacklashfr()f!1", r . 
" flames" said, Deval' Patrick. head ,of the' white voters. With the !lew exposur!l-; ~C~:' ' 
, Justice Departmen(s',civil-rights divisi9n.Clinton may:'also bring more attentJ.on~te~~, 
,Approval of the bill, which'was intro- his "racial heating" message, his proposl:~:: 
. duced 'last ,rrionth;'kame as, the Clinton "tion that he's the candidate, most abl~ 

administration\ focused increased, atten- to' ilnite blacks and whites. Subtly, his , 
, tion on the rash of attacks. President administration"likes to seridthe mes.sage , 
'C!inton is sctieduledto speak todaY at.the " that the Republicans are divisive. ~-- "," , 

.; ., 

) 

re~uildi~g site of Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church' 'Though officials say there is ~ .evi- ',' ' 
, in Gr~eleyville. S.C., which' was torcheddence of an overall, conspiracy linking":"",
" one ,year ago.'Official~ ~aid hemaycail' ' most of the church fires. Mr. PatriCk,'saia". ; 
,nounceth~ new rebuildingprograrnatthat that possibility,' is being investig~etl:.<::' , ­

'f '",time. ,; : Whi1e~ he pelieves racism is; behing -tpe:: ' 'His appearance is one iridicatiQn ,of the - attacks, he added tha,t Someinciden,ts-mal'<:'l'high priority. he 'is giving, the,church ate' bethe work 'oC",'copy cat" criminalswho-:' .. 

, " , t*ks. TWo weeks ago; whiIe~rave1,ing on .imitate highly publicized crimes. ~::;.:-::::< " 

I 


,Wa~et~Act-,R'~cisions C~rHouse 's:COmrTteTCe Pa~: ".:./ ,::. ' 
, " 

.' . '".' ,. ~'.' ' , ," \ . . . . . .:' .~ 
, Bya W~ STREET JOURNAL Stajf RepoTteT' qUired the 'Environmental f'i'oteetion 
.: .WAS~GtON~Are~sioQoftheSafe Agency, to'conduct:cost-benefit analyses ( f ' 

Drinking 'Water Act cleared the House, before proposing drinking-water rules., 
Commerce Committee in a 42-0 vote. ' But these disagreementS were' wo*ed 

.~. . , The bill, which provides more than $1 out last week, largely in the Democrats' ", 
" . billion annually to fund drinking-water 'fa:vor, before the, measure clear~:a. 

treatment, will likely be-:the only major House: subcommittee and was endoi'§ed' 
, enVirorimental bill to becomi law ,this ,byJhe Clinton'administration. , ,~ 

y:ear. It now prOCeeds to the House floor, 'The bill provides cities greater fiexF 
and','aifol.lSe-Senate confere,ncecommit- bility in deciding how drinking~w'lUe( , 

, tee, where it, will be reconciled with' a, standards are ~et,and shifts spendiltgto.' ", 
version passed by -the Senate last year. "contaminants 'considered 'to' pose '-The ' 
The· bilt was ,heJd up this spring by, greatest risk. Italso requir~s' utiliiif!s~,to ' 
partisan disagreement ,over certain pro-, ',report to, customers on, the presence of 
Vjsions; inCluding ooe"that would, hav~ re- contaminants in the water ,suPllly~ 
,'. '.' '.' , 
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Senate 'COP,to Se~k toc-Expand S,ome ,Tax Breaks ,- ,ContinuedFromPageA2' Iu's" ··R· . D l" "d" ",: 

0\- ' _ ' ", '" .',' " .' - . '. . • .' budget writers to revise their plan, " . •.• eseroes ec 1-ne 
, ' By, CHRISTOPHER GEoRGES,;:'While -ttii:! Sel1ate-propo'sed tax cut· has ..entire package is brought. up,perhaps later'· . Th~ .. Se~ate's small·.business tax cut ....$.. 24: "M""ll"~' .'. . . .". ./ 

'. Staff Reporterof THE W ALL STREET JOURNAL, . bipartisan- support, it may fall ,victim .this month. ' ". '. ..... '. .~ would! a!1long other, provis~ons', . increase . 1 t ton tn· May 

., ,WASHI~GTO~ '-::- Senate ~~~ublicans to,a.Senate GOP.effort to,\iillthe propose,d 7'. Me!!Jlwhile, on a~other bu(iget-relate~_ the amount tha,t ~maIl busine~s could de· - .' . ;'. ;:.... 

'willpropos~ addmg a small-busmess .tax .. ' mlmmum-wage mcrease, a measure 'Re~, _. Issue, House Repu.blIcans postponed until duct as expenses for· new'eqUlpmen~ pur· . 


.' 'cut to. the. miriimum-wage bill that is. publicans have' fought all year. A·number perhaps today their sched~led v6teon .a· . 'chases and simplify'and offer additional Dow1ones News Seroices . 

. ' aimosttWice.the size of a similar plim that, \:. of Senate Republicans, including Sen. Don six-year balanced-budget blueprint after a . taxbr~aks for some,p·ension. programs; ,'. ; WA'SHINGTON :-:- U.S. reserVe assets 

. , passed the House last morith. "'" , Nickles of Oklahoma, who is expected to be . coalition ;of GOP freshmen threatened to' WhII~ many provisions mirror'those ,'feU' $241 million' in May tO$83A69 billion' . 


. " The Senate prop~sal, which would cpst . : elected. Majority. Whip today, .have, said '. vote agamst· the, plan:· The freshme~ re- passed, I~ th~ .. House .' tax:cutpackage, Jrom·$83.71 billion in April; the Treasury , 
> the Tteasury, $14.8 billion in revenue over . they .would seek to kill"it, even 'Wit ' ·belledbec'ause Republican bl,ldget wntersDelawares William Roth; chairman of the' ·said. The May decline follows a: $502 mil· 

, 'lO'years,would 'expand'ori the House plari. meant bringing down. the tax cut.-' . .' added an.extra $15 Qillion in spending to. finance commlttee,.~s seeking to push Ilon,drop in April.'. ..' . . .'.' ' 

" 'by including a, one-year extension pf the· But, tile Finance COmmittee toqay will last ye~r.~sbudgetpla:n,v.:hich me~ns:~hat ··through some changes.~or.~xaI!li>le, the Holdings of foreign··cumiitd'es feil $425 
 ...-; 

• t , researc~ ~ndexperirrientatio~ tax ~tedi~ .. take ~p only the tax-cut portion of ~he ..• the defiCit would actually mcrease m fl~cal, S~nate m~asure seeks a one-year ;exten· million in May to ·$46.t5 billion,while the .1 
.~ . and addltI,onal tax breaksfor Investments. 'combmed bill. r~.e debate on tl)e mml-, 199:: ' . ' ' .,: ' . .', sion ~f the:orphan dru~ctax cre.dlt;and ,gold stock was unchanged at $11:95 billion. I' '" 
, . in some: type~ of 'individual '~~t!reI11ent . mum~wage proVision is expected t~ take~h~re IS no excpse f()rbrmg~ngt? .th~ ; a specI~,1 tax rule c9ncermng ~ontrI'>UtIons ,The count~'s reserve position, its ability , 

accounts; among other new I>rovlslOns.c place on the Senate floor when, and If; the. ; floor a. budgeUhat mcreases the deficit" _ . o,f certam types of stocks to pnvate founda-·, to draw foreign currency from the Interna­
.J '- ..., - . -; , , ' . . . . . isaid' GOP freshman Mark Neuman!1(R.,· tlOns..'· " ' ,:' , . tional Monetary Fund, increased $110 mil- : 

'. -'. . . .. Wis:), ii' I~ader ?Uile re~olt. "T~i~ is Ii,ke .', The Senate- ~ropo,sal' also would allow lion in May'to $15.227 billion; ~nd holdings " 
. "sa¥mg we ~e gomg on ~ diet b,ut,flrst we re:hom~maker~ to.m~r~ase the ~mou~t they.' of IMF speciaHlrawing, rights .were· up $74 ,. 


gomg to gam some,w_elght." ,.. ' . .' c~n mvestm mdlvldual retIrementac-, . mill\on.to $11.04 billion..'.. , ,'.. . .... 

. House leaders~' joined by Sen; Tre!lt coun,ts, to $~,500 a year .from the. current .., . 


.:.: . Lott (RoMiss.l, who is expected to succeed 5250. . '. . .. , " . ,:, . . i I:@'ii-I' " Robert DolEi as majority leader,' worked The plan. would reinstate for one year 
• late yesterday' in an effort to quell the the $10 airline-ticket tax, .which would~'.~ .. I,'surprise revolt, holding an evening caucus raiseaJ)out $i.5,billion. It would also offset 

en t'" ' _ '. with thefreshI11en. But after the meeting' a large part ofthe cost; as does the House \ 
~:~ II .",:broke'\JpJohn·Kasich of Ohio, House'bill,by.phasing ()ut atax break for.phar:': . ' 

.,!'< .!~ . '.' ,.' .Budget Committee chairmall, said he was ma~eutIc~I' and other' companies. dOing ',' 

.). 

. . . I ~ . • J. . still uncertain about proceeding. HWe: busm~ss ,m Puerto Rico. But· the Senate·
i •. . :.; .:} ~ ~ .. . '., don't need ,a lot of 'no' votes in the imdto phaseout would take a year . longer to . ".~I~.! "\ . sin~ the bill," he said; But some freshmeri accomplish.', " ...',.: 

t-J. c..c,
N"O' 

. . said they,were leaning·the other way. n ',: Perhaps more nota,ble inth~ Semite tax 
....' ;'.1. " think it will pass," .said fre~hmenFlorida measure is what itdoesn't include; namely:..~.cO . Rep. Joe Scarborough. :., " '::, ,proposed reductions in capital'gains taxco' ' , ! 

0) . Because the ,budget blueprint :is only rates. A numbe~ of key GOP senators han .. ., . ,', I>" ..,the first stage of 'aye!lr-Iong budget pro: lobbied to include'such:a provision'; sen!;- i'n't"'· , ce~s, defeat of the measure w6uldn't cause' ing in part that this may be one of the few I 
a.go~erninent shutd?"Yn; though itwould ~emaiiIing chances this year to raise the I /-: 

~ .: " certamly prove a.politIcalembarrassmert. Issue.. " . ' 
"::: to House' GOP leaders. It also would set ' . ~ .~~. 

:, "back t!ie'budget process, requiring ,GOP ., 
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