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~ DRAFT - JUNE 17, 1996, 6:00 p.m.
' (reflects comments from
Hale, Patrick, Johnson)

'PRESIDENTIAL MEETING WITH GOVERNORS
CONCERNING CHURCH FIRES
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1996
1:30 P.M. TO 2:45 P.M.

~ PROPOSED AGENDA

~ [POOL SPRAY AT TOP; NO REMARKS]

L

.

Welcoming Remarks by thé President [T'his‘would' be the point at which the
President could discuss or at least preview the private sector piece. The President

can also challenge and exhort the states to develop a process parallel to federal efforts -
on preventlon and rebulldmg ]

Welcommg Remarks by the Vice Presrdent [Marela Hale is ceordmatmg with OVP
regarding part1c1patlon by VPOTUS ] ‘ ‘

Presentations from the Respons1ble Agencies [Total time for this portion = 40 mm}
[Kitty Higgins is inviting the AG and the Secretarles DOJ and Treasury have
1dent1ﬁed sub- Cabmet brlefers ] >

[Agencies should prepare appropriate charts and visual aids.]

&

A. Enforc‘emen‘t Issxres -- Department of Justice (Deval »Pafrick)

1. National Task Force
2. Local Task Forces and role of local law enforcement
3. . Status report-

- [Question: Are the states already represented on the Task Force at some _
level? If not, can we announce that states wﬂl be mvxted to send law
enforcement representanves‘? '

' Questlon Can we announce that we are going to give states access to the .
federal data base on church fires?]



V.

=

 § 4

2.
B. Securitnyrevehtion'Issues -- Department of 'the Treasury (James Johnson) -- a
program. resources available to assist states in security and prevention efforts
1. education program -- written materials available to help churches
identify risks
2. risk assessment -- local pohce and U. S Marshals
3. issues raised by church leaders L
C. 'Rebmldmg :
1 HUD -- loan guarantee program (Secretary stneros)
Legislation
A.  Kennedy- Faircloth- -Hyde-Conyers legxslatlon -- we will sign as soon as it is
: presented
B. Additional resources for enforcement
: 1. Treasury supplemental
2. DOJ reallocatlon
C: HUD Authorization to provide loan guarahtees for church tjebuilding ‘

The President embraces private sector rébuilding efforts

The arsonists cannot win; Wwe will rebuild every church

Open Discussion with Governors

* Concluding. Remarks by the President

[Mike McCurry ‘will brief press in press room, then Governors go to stake out.]
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Mr. Chairman and Membérs of‘thé Suﬁééﬁﬁittéé;
I agspféciéf:é the é’@ﬁéfcunity to appear r:o“d‘ei"} té'di’s&‘uss“ tha
afforts bf’the Pé@afthént of juStiée to prosecute thdéé
individuals res-p‘onsible for the deplorable act of getting fites
to houses of worship and intimiditing t:'l‘ieirpéi*ishioﬁei‘é{
Let me aésufé"ybu all, first and fofeﬁéSt ‘that the
‘Department of Justice cans;ders investlgatlon of church flres andl
prosecutlon of chose persons responsmble for- attemptlng to
destroy houses of worshlp to. be among our- most lmpartant
~investigative and proeecutcrlal priorltles. Houaes owaorship
have a special §lace'in our $GCiet? They are, of course, nﬁe;»f
center of & corimunity's splrltual llfe In many cemmunltles,'thé;
church lS the center of its social 1lfe as well. Aé’wé have seen
in commuhities that are the suhject of today' E hearlng,
destruction cf a-church can.have'devastatlng effects;~
When the flre is accompanied by an expliczt or lmplled
threat of violence dlrected at church members bBecause &6f theit
. race, these davasnatzng effects are multlplied In our SOCLeny;A
arson of a. church attended predamlnantly by African Amerlcans
carrles a unicue and menacxng threat -~ that those lnd1v1duals
are physlcally vulnerable because of the;r race. »These‘threats‘~
‘are intolerable; no one 1n ouyr 5001ety should have to enidure
them. The Department of Justice is committed to insuring that
those who make snch threats will ke prosecuted and wlll serve
sentences cofmernsurate with the edt‘:;ardly and aesiaic'ablevﬁatu‘ré of

their actions.
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Tron Brekke, Section Chief of the céfrupticn/éivil Rights
Section of the Federal Bureau of'Invéétigation;‘énd Jbﬁn W.
Magéw, Director of the Buredu of Alcohol, Tobacco ahd"Fifeé§m§t
will discuss the invéstigaiive opéfatiohs of those agehcies. I:

- will provide a mor¥e general dVérviéw'éf‘federal‘pfdéédﬁédrial'

. activities.

0. Tﬁefé are a number of éﬁatutes thétf~' 
provide federal jurisdiction §vér'afsoﬂé at churéhes. 18 U.5.C. .
241 makes it a crime for twd or more persons to "injure, tﬁreaeén |
or intimidate_an? péf#on inAahy‘State,‘Térritefy, or Diét&ict in
the frée‘QXércise'cf enjoyment of any right o¥ privilege secured
‘ﬁo him by the Constitution or laws of the United States. "

Section 241.makés a fe;Bﬁy even those fires that do hot result in-

‘ariyorie's death, with sehtences of up to téen ?éafé.' Were death ﬁcAJ
result from a fife, the death penalty céuld be ifposed. we
normally argue that, when an Affican Atérican churéh is burned by
a persén intending to intimidate African Americans, thé-dénial of
the right or privilege implicated is the guarantee, secr forth in
42 U.S.C. 1982, to all citizers of "the same right in evedy Stite
and Territofy, ésvis enjcyéd By white Citizené théreof to |
inherit, purchase, lease, sell, héld and convey teal and pereonal
'prope:ty." | |

We also havé jurisdiction under 18 U.5.C. 247 and 248.
Under 18 U.S.C. 247, anyone who "inténtionally defaces, damages;
or destréyg_any religious real prdpéfty, because of the religicus
ghéracter of that prcpaify, or arrempts to do so," through use Sf
%i;e; has committed a felony. Subsection (b) of the statute

)
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states that the_defendant tust have traveled in iﬁﬁéféééte Sr

foreign cdmmerég, orfused a "facility or iﬁstfﬁméﬁcaiit?'of

interstate or foreign commerce in iﬁtéfstaté orffdféign‘cbmﬁétéé“‘

in committing thg c¥ime, and caused more than $10,000 dama‘gé;
‘Section 844(h) of Title 18 applies when fife or an e‘xp;.déﬁe i

is used to ccmmit'anothe:‘cfime, aﬁd sectidp 844 (1) 6f fitle'ls"

'prohibitskthe.use dfafire when.aéétrEYing a building used in |

ipterstate or foreign comerce. Section 248(a) (3) of Title 18
makes it a crime to "intentionally dééagé[]~o: deétrﬁ?(} the
property cof a piacé cf?religidus~@6féhip.“‘ As we diséuéa later,
however, our ability to use 248 may be 1imitéd.

Sﬁ;gessfulHQEQSecutions._ Invéétiéétibh of church fires is
extremely challenging. Pire often destroys all of the relevant 1
evidence. In addition to examining the evidende at éﬁéfs’ééhe of
the fife,'many,witn§é5és must be interviewed in order to get a .
lead, ‘a5 there ate seldom witnéSSés'tQ ah arson at a. church,
particularly churches iocatédyiﬁrrutél areas, as ﬁéﬁY'of:tﬁéée
churches are. Therée are cufféntly over 200 fedéfal_agénéé'ffaﬁf
the ATF and FBI assigned to the virious firés wé'afé’
investigating.

o 'We have had successful federal prosecutions, and have
secured senténcéglcqﬁmeﬁsurate with the sericusness of these
crimes. Two recent casges déméhétraté':he type of invebtigatidﬁé
and prosecutions that vindicate federal rights.

In January of 1995, two

African American churches and an Afric¢an American-owned tavern -
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were burned. Local law enforcement investigated, and arrested
" three suspects, all of Qhém'éaid the fires were the Fesult of
actions the'y took while ‘in‘cokig:ated, and were intended only as a |
joke. The FBI alsé investigated, and determined that all three
deﬁeﬁdants spent a Sunday watching the Supéf Bowl, drinking, aﬁd~:
discussing their hatred of African Aﬁeficéns. Tﬁé discussion |
later turned specifically to "burning nigger cﬁﬁrches." after
gathering various sﬁpplies, tihé dé‘féﬁd?ﬁht‘s first drove to an
édjoining county and tried to sét fife to the tavetn 5? thfbﬁihg‘
a molotov cocktail through the window. It failed to igHite.
They also burned a cross on the taverh propérty. - They then
Crosséd‘back into Méury‘Couﬁt? and went to the Friefidship .
Missioﬁary Baptist Church, aﬁ.African American chuzrch, aﬁd'thféw
a railread tie and molotov cock&ail through the windéw. The fire
ignited and caused heavy damage to the church. kTﬁéy,alsé
attached a Small'cfbss to the church sign and ignited it. They
_then d¥ove to another African Ameficaﬁchur‘ch, the Cansan African
Methodist Episcopal Church, again throwing a molbtovvcdéktail
iAto the church and causing damage, and again leaving a cross on
church property. ,

‘The FBI obtained inculpaccfsfy statements and §H‘§z§ic‘al |
evidence, and idé@tifié& other persdnS‘whc‘latéf testified before:
the grand jury ccncefﬁing the defendarnts’ intent to bﬁfﬁlafric&n
American churches. Attorheys from the United States Attorney's
Office for theimiddl'e pDigtrict of TEhﬁéSsé‘e,_ aé ‘well as from the

Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division, participated in


http:Met:hcd.f.st

40000000 | o 00T
06/10/96 10:.49 0000000 . ' | o A

the federal prosecutiohn of‘tﬁegékth£ée defendants. fﬁéy«alse‘a%é
often with local church OfflClalS, not only to keép them apprlsed
of the developments in the federal prosecutzon, but also to

’dlscuss with them the . lmpact of thlS attack on the members cf the :;
church.

The defendants weve afféSted iﬁ Auéuét_of'lsgs.cﬁ fédéfél"
chargés of 'x.éiolacirig 18 U.S.C. 241 by cénépiriﬁé to sét fire to

the two Afrlcan American churches and the tavern.f Tﬁé?’plea
-gu;lty to the- Eederal charges in October of 1995. Two of the.
defendants were sentenced to 33 months in federal pr;son ~ahd tﬁé“
third to 57 months, for this hate Srime. ’

One reason we decided to proceéd with a féderal prosecutioh.
was that beéauéé‘the ta&erﬁ fiféSﬁmbing occurred iﬁfaﬁbtﬁér
county, trial in state ébufcywaulﬁ havélfeQuiréa sépératé stéte
indictments and resulted in the juries in each case seelng only
part of the overall crime. The federal conspiracy charge

_permitted the full scope and nature of the crifie to be @régehﬁéd
in one pr0secutioh; and provided céftaid'évidentiaf?:aé§%ﬁta§es;
such as the admiésibility of cb;cbnsﬁifétér'statéments.' In
addition, the sentences these defendanits would have reéceived
under local law\ﬁere much less tHan,fédefhl laGAQBuld permit.
The federalk sentépdiﬁg guidelinhes pef%itted thé court to tailor
sentences which reflected the culpability and s‘ﬁbse‘;quent
cooperation and acceptance of raspons;blllty by the defendants.v

The government was able successfully to atgue . at sentenC1ng that

‘the leader of three defendanrs deserved an enhanced sehnternce.
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The federal investigation also révealed that tHe ldéal'
flreflghters whe responded to the first chutch. burnlng were
placed at a substantlal rlsk of death or seridus bodlly injury byV
the fire, which alsc persuaded the court to iﬁpbsé an énhanced
sentenée.‘ The décision'to précee& ag;inst these defendants in
federal court and on federal charges resulted in sentencés that
fit the contemptible nature of their actions and‘the EEfééﬁ of
those actions on.the members of the chufches they attéhipted to
destroy. o | |

on April s, 1993~ on the

25th annlversary of the death of Rev Martln Luther Klng, Jr
twe African Amerlcan churches, in rural southern M1551ssipp1
burned to the-ground. The FBI, wlth,some’cooperathn by the
local sheriff's department, took the lead in the in@eStigétiéh‘
and identified three suspeCts,_oﬁe'adﬁlﬁ and two juveniles. The
. Bureau contacted the father of orie suspect, andvmét with the
_suspect, his father and his attorney Later, the Bureau agent
and a lawyer from the Criminal Sectzon of the CiV1l Rights
Division met thh another suspect>and-che suspect's parepcs; The
suspects admittédiséttiﬁg,fife‘to the ¢Hurches. The churches
Were‘chGSeﬁ Because they were African American éhurches, and the
suspects admitted makihg racially derogatory Yemagks, such as
"Burn Nigger'Burn"tand nthat will teach you Niggets" when setting
the fires. | . |
These fifés wéte set in an areaVof ﬂissiééiﬁpi with_aAr

disturbing and violent racial past. This prosecution séent ‘a
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strong message that this sort &f violerice wiil ﬁ6tvbé célératéd:
A thofough six month invesrigation was done, follewed by grand |
jury testimony. On October 1, 1993, all thitee participdfits pléa
guilcy‘to viélaﬁing'ls U.S.C. 241. kTﬁb defendahté were ééﬁtéﬁé&éA
to 37 months in federal prison and éne to 46 montha.

These are two'inStanées‘of'sdééeSSful fedérai iﬁ?éétigéﬁi&ﬁ‘i
and pfésecutioh.of hate crimes involving -the buihing of African |
American churches. Otlier fires hévé‘béen»invéétigated‘jdintly~
with state and local authorities. Some detﬁése'have resulted in
state convictions and lengthy Senﬁéﬁbés.

We hive found a

disﬁurbing incieaselin the number of £ires at churéhés reported

to the Justice Department over the past two years. As of May 1,
1996 -- only fodr mcnths‘into the year -- we had received reports
of firés at 24 churches, seventeen of which occurred at éﬁﬁrchés'

in which the membership is predominantly African Aﬁéficaﬁ.‘

During 1995, we received reports of fires at 13 churches, and.

reports of acts of vandalism at three churchies that did fiot

involve fires. Eleven of the fires that occurred in 1995 were at
African American churches. From 1990 through 1994, we received
and inVestigatedirepdrts of fires at only 7 héuSes of “Wotship, 6
of which were at'éftiéan Aierican churches, and acts of Gﬁﬁdaliéﬁ“
at 5 synagogues. | |

This pattern of church firés Ka& nét been limited to Sne

region of the count?y. The reports of church fires odcurring in

1996 have come from Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi,
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Tennessee, Virginia, South Cdrolina, and Texas ih the‘SGuthefh.
United States, and also from Afizonha, Maryland, and New Jefsé?:
In 1995, we inveétigated church fires that occurred inkAlabaha,
North and South Carolina, and Tennessée, and also one that
occurred at an'ﬁfricaﬁ American chu¥ch in Washington state.
Nearly oneﬁquarter of the cases répdrtéd to us ih 1995 and

1926 have been resolved. Of the 24 fires reported to us.aé of ﬁay5'
1 of this year, arrests have been made in':wb cases, andtbne has‘
been determined to have been accidental. The résﬁ rémain under -
active federal inves&igation,'ahd we dre hopéful that we can
bring some to conclusion soon. Of the 13 fires and 3 incidents -
of vandalism occurging in 1995, 10 remain under active federal
investigation. Two inOestiQétiana have been closéd after
succéssful federal prosecutiocn, and one fire was détefmiﬁed to bé;
acéidental. Arrests have been made in two of :hé:incidents still
under active iﬁvéstigation‘ The thiee incidénts of vandalism at

. churches in Ala@ama were reésolved thf§UQh loéél éf@Secutioﬁ.

We_have taken a numbéf of steps to encbufagé local law

- enforcement petrsonnel throughout thé‘cbﬁhffy and cthets,té
contact the FBIfandeT? whenéver a fire appears suspicious. We
Have also spoken to church and civil rights leaders in many areas
to encourége théﬁ'to.get the word dutlc@ their parishioners aﬁd
members that fires and acts of vandalism at houses of worship are
of serious federal concern, and that they should quickly repott

‘these incidents to both ldéal and federal officials.



” 500001 @o11
06/10/96 10:50 = 30000000 .

9
I recently went to Boligee, Alabama, to visit the sites of
feéent éhurch afsohs‘and'to‘meethwith chal law enqucéﬁeht
officials as well as officials of iﬁe damaged éhuréhes: I spéké
both,éf the high priority these cases héVe in the Department of
Justice, and of our needvfor-a_éloseArélatiqnéhiﬁfwith<Iocél law
enforcement and local citizens regarding these kihds of actions.
I was heartened by the reéeption I WaS‘given b§’lQCal chiurch
offiéialé; and I hOpE they, and other church members and other -
citizens around the country fully understand the Department's
commitment. I knaw that ASSLStant Secretary James Johnson from
the Department of the Treasury has also made a numbér of ' v151tsA
to churches around the country VLctlmlzed by suspxc;cus flres
and has explalned the marnner in whlch the federal governterit is
respondlng to these fmres. ':A o !
| I am sure tHat local church and communlty members are as
frustrated as we ‘are by those instarcsés in whlch church-fir@s are -
not yet solved; I céf;éinly hépé that those éame officials and
citizens understand that Qe afe‘aCtively_invéétigatiﬁg these
fires, and dbiné whatever we can to determine ﬁhau ﬁéﬁpéﬁéd and
to make arrests where crlminal activity occurred It is
important to remember that arsons are among the most dlfflCult
¢rimes to solve. Flge often destroys zmpcrtant éVldence. Séme
of these fires were set at churches located in riral, isolated
areas, and for that reascn the flres at gome - were eXxtansive. ‘InV 
'3éme ins;ances, churchgs burned To the ground. . 1 = lsvnoc yétv‘

clear whether the increase in the number of fifes reported to us
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feflects an incv;‘-éase in the number of fires that have o&curred,
or reflécts an increase in repéfﬁinﬁ. As I sﬁated earlier; we
have actively en'cou'ragedl local citizens and law enforcément
officials to report all fires at houses of worship to federal
officials, and recent publicify about some church fires may have
ericouraged the reporting of others.

It is clearf‘hOWeVer, frém some of the caéés that have bééﬂ~
solved, that some of the«peéple'ﬁthhéVé set fires at Houses of
worship are motivated by hate. Most of the other cases azé still
under investiéation; As*Ybu know, I cadnot diSCﬁSSQEPECifics‘OE
any cpern case. I can say, however, tﬁat during dur'ihvéétigatianxal
we fcéus nét only on bhé cirdﬁmétancés of the épécifié fire -
before us, but also on wﬁéﬁhét,'if'&é identify an {Adividual o
individuals respongible fcrlﬁﬁé'fifé; thete is any é?idénbe thaﬁ
these individualE_ha§e'any ties tcbfiréé that have écéhiiéd

elsewhere in the country. Because these investigations are

ongoing, it is premature to draw conclusions one way or the other
'as to whether the fires we are seeing are part o¢f an organized

hate movement.

e¥ation. Cooperation Between state ard local firs

and police officials and fedéral investigators and attérneys is

. key to solving suBipicious fires. We have had excellert

cocoperative relaﬁithhips with state and local police and fire
officials in many communities in whi;h'théffedéfél agents have

been investigating suspicicus fires.
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In mahy situations, task forces of state and ldéal police
" and fire officials and agenits from the FBI and ATF ha%;-e been
Aworking jointly}ﬁo investigate suspiciOus fires. 1In TénneSSée, 5
- task force of sevéral dozen state, local, FBI and ATF. agents has
been set up To: investlgate fires that occurred in 1995 at the
Macedonia Mmsszonary Baptist Church in Frultvale,vthe Johrison
Grove Baptist . church in Madison County, the Mt, Calvary Baptist
Church in Hardeman County, and the Salem Eaptlst Church in
'Frultland Slmllar task forces hava been set up in Alabama to
lnvestlgate susp1c1ous fires at the Mcunt Zlon Eaptlst Church
Little Zidn Baptlst Church and Mount Zoar Baptlst Churéh in
Boligee, and at.the Néw Libéfty Eﬁptist Chu:éﬁ-in T?ler. Indeed,
the %ork of the’task foiCe id‘T?ler reéul:éd ih’lobal charQES
Being filed against a~ld¢al‘vbluﬁtEér*firé fightef. -A task forcei
c0n51stlng of over 20 state, local and federal agents was.
established. 1n Sauth Carollna to. investlgate fires that occurred
in June of 1995 at the M. Zlon_A;M.E. Churéh in G:eeleyvzlle and.
‘at the Macedonia Baptist Church:.n Clatendon City.  Two arrests
have been made ih that case, and those inéividuals are now in
federal custody Similar ta9k‘féféés have been set‘up‘to
investigate a flre occurrlng in February of 1996 at the Flrst
Southern. Baptlst Church in Tucsen _Arizona, one chat occurred in
‘March of this year at the Gays Hlll Baptlst Church 1n Jenklns
County, Georgla, and fires that occutred on Peb;uary_l, 1996, at
the Cypress Grove Baptist Church, St. Paul's Ffée)Baptiét Church,

Sweet Home'Bapiisu Church, and Thomas Chapel Benevolent SO¢iety,
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four churches located within a six mile radius of each other in
~Zachary and East Baton Raugé, Louisiana. A task force of 70
local, Sta;e and federal officers has been inveétigatiﬁg'the'
January 8, 1996{Vfire at the Iﬁnéf City Church in Knoxville,
Tennessee. ogher task for‘ceé are investigating éhuréh fires in
Satartia and Smithville, MisSiSsippi, in Barnwell Coéunty, South
Carolina, and Richmond, Virginia. -

In addition to the fedefal;sueceésés I have déééfibéd, fheré
have also been 10cal.ihvéstigat6fy and presecutorial suécesses in
cases wheré we Qha‘local officials'have been iﬂvblved. Tﬁere aré
instances in which{‘after ﬁhefe has beenh a joint federal and
state effort to invesaigate'é case; local prosecution is the

. better vehicle. FQ? eXampie; three African-Americin churches,
Bucks Chapel Chuf‘c‘h, oak Grove Mis"‘s'iona‘;r? Baptist Churéh, and
Pine Top Baptist Church in Coatopa, Alabama, were vandalized
between February 4 ahd 5, 1595, causing extensive damage. We
agreed to wmonitor the local p%bsééuﬁidn, rather than bring our
own charges, becaiise the evidence may not haﬁé resulted in an
enhanced sentancé under federal sentencing guidelines, the state
charges carried the same penalty as federal charges, and the
defendants had confessed to each element of thé‘étate'chaigés.
That p‘fOSeeucion :i‘e's.‘;:xlted i—:{ gquilty pleas by two of thrée
defendants, ages 22 and 19, who were senténced to 4 1/2 yeafé in
‘prison, with all but 6 months stayed, and ordered to pay |

restitution.
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In a more recent case;'thélNéﬁ Liberty Bépcist éﬁuféh in
Tyler, Alabama, an African-American church, was bﬁrﬁéd'on
February 28, 1956 A joint fe&étél-étaﬁefihVéétigatidn‘fdlld&éa}
and a volunteer flre flghter has been charged with felony arson
by local of£1c13154 ‘While the 1nvestlgatlon into that flre is
‘continuing, st%tevprcsecutlon in that case may also be the most
appropriate}acticn, taking into account the factofs I ﬁave,
already menticned" Lecal charges have also been filed in a flre
ln Satartla M1351551pp1 after 1nvest1gatlon by a task fcrce

consisting of state, local and federallanestlgators,

iurisdiction. While I mentioned
ﬁhe federal statutes that give us jurisdictidn over somé fires
" and acts of vandalism at hou§e5 of worship; using‘:hase statutes
does present Some dlfflcultles.’ | |
| 18 U.S‘C 241 applies when we have two or more defendarts
'actlng in a conspiracy. While we can get SLgnlflcant jall
sentences under Section 241, we cian use Section 241 only when we
have a éonsplracy of two or more pEISOns. When wede'not have
two or more individuals invoived‘in the firé,lsecuicn 231 is not
available. | o
When we are left with ohly one susdpect, our ]urlsdlctlon is
provided by 18 U 3. C. Sectisns 247 of 248. beSéCUtxohs under
Sectlon 247 are: compllcated signific¢antly by the fact that
subsectlon (b) of the statute states that the defendant must have
traveled in interstate or foreigh commerce, o¥ used a “fac1lity

ar lnstrumentallty of lnterstate or forelgn commerce in
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interstate or foféi§h‘ddﬁmeréé“ inbcdﬁmiﬁtiﬁg‘ﬁhe crime, and
caused more than $10,000 damage. These provisions fake this
statute ﬁeafly'imPOSSible to use. fhe,sio,ooc iéﬁﬁiﬁéﬁéﬁt mééﬁé
that when‘the aamége frththe,fiﬁe is minimal; or wher hate is
expressed, not through fire but thf&ugh deSéﬁfétion'bf defacerent
of houses of wdrghip, 18 U.S.C. 247 is not gﬁ available source of
jurisdiction. ‘In those éases, the meésage‘of Héﬁe is just as
clear, and the‘gffect on ﬁhe'ViCtimsxcftén‘jﬁét‘as palpable ahd .
disturbing, but an imﬁdrtaﬁt law énforcemént tool is not
available.

18 U.S.C. 248(a) (3) also provides federal jurisdiction in
church arsons. While that Section could be a useful eool to
address this pr&bleﬁ,,wé believe tHAt the Supreme'Cduft's recent
decision in United. Stateg v. Lopez, 115‘S:Ct; 1624 (1995}, may
make use of that grovision more difficult.

Section 844 (h) of Title 18 applies when firépor an explosive
is used to commit another crime, and section 844(i) of Title 18
prohibits the use of fire when destroying a bﬁildiné used inv
interstate or féreign,cbmmefce. Theéir utility is limitea;
however, where no other crime is present, or th§ interstate
commerce nexus is not met. | H

Conclusion. Thé Clinfon Administraticn is determined to
addre;é this problem using all the law énfdréemanc'aﬁd"
investigative tools available, wcfking céépéra:ivély with our
federal as Qéll:as state and local law éﬁforcément. Solving

these crimes, and punishing thése responsible, remains a high'
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- priority for this Administraticn.
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FEDERAL INVESTIGATIONS OF FIRES AND ACTS
OF DESECRATION AT HOUSES OF WGRSHIP
(as of May 21, 1996)

= Investigation of fires and incidents of desecration at
houses of worship are a top priority o6f the Justice
Departdent . e

©  Since 1990, we have aCC1ve1y investigated fires and

incidents of desecraticn at 57 different houses of worship
‘located in 15 states across thé country. In mést instances,
the investigations have been handled. cccperatlvely by ATF,
FBI, state and local auth@rltles '

o) In a number of cases, task forces have besn establlshed of
federal, state and local authérities. Well over 200
federal, state and local lnvestlgators are actlvely assigned
to these 1nvestlgatlone ,

o . Of the 57 inc‘:ide’ht‘s listed, 20 have been solved:

[e} 8 have resulted in successful federal prosecutlons and
havé been closed
o 5 incidents have resulted in successful prosecutlons by
' local officials and the cases are clesed
o Local charges have bééﬁ filed in 5 other incidents.
o Two 1nvescigatlons were closed after it was dlscovered
that the fires were acéidental.
o The majorlty of the unresolved incidents occurred in 1995
and 1996.
o. A cotal 6f 24 incidents have beén reported thua far in 1996.

One has been closed and arrests have beeri made in two
others, The remainder aré under active investigation.

© - A total of 16 incidents were reported in 1995.  Of them, ‘6
have been closed, three. through local prosecutlon two ‘
through federal prosecutlon, and one. was determlned te be

~acc1dental Ten remaln open and under active investigation.

o The Civil Rights Division prosecutes church arsons or,
desecrations of housés of worship primarily urider 18 U:s. C
241, 18 U.S.C. 247, 18 U.S.C. 248(a) (2), and 18 U.S. C. 844.
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YEAR BY YEAR CHURCH AND SYN%GOGUE FIRES AND DESECRATIONS
(as of May 21, 1996)

, 1996 ’ , .
Total .Open ‘ Closed
Alabama 3 . 3 (1 arrest) 0
Arizona 1 1 o
Georgia 1 1 0
Kentucky 1 1 o
Louisiana 5 5 0.
Maryland 2 2 AR 0
. Mississippi 4 3 (1 arrest) 1
'New Jersey 1 1 -0
New York , 1 0 0
North Carolina 1 o . o 0
South Carolina 4 4 (1 atrest) 0
Tennessee 1 1 : -0
Texas 4 4 s I
Virginia el ol L0
30 29 1
1995
Alabama S 1 4
North Carolina 1 1 A 0
South Carolina 3 3 (2 arrests) 0
Tehnessee ) 4 2
Washington s P i R
16 10 6
, - 1994
Georgia 2 -0 27
Massachusetts 2 0 2
Mississippi 1 i o]
Tennessée 1 1. 0
‘ 6 2 4
1993 -
Mississippi T2 ‘ 0 . - 2
1392 . :
Illinois 1 .0 . 1
139391
Washington 1 S ' o o]
1990

Ténnessee 1 o -0 ‘ 1
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SUMHARY OF SUCCESSFUL INVESTIGATIQNS
FEDERAL SUCCESSES

1. Springhill Baptist Church S

2. Rocky Point Misdionary Baptist Church, MlSSlBBlppl -= Three
‘defendants pled guilty to federal cohspiracy charges arlslng from
the arson of two black churches in April of 1993 on theé anniversary

of the assassination of D¥. Martin Luther Klng The deferidants
were sentenced to 46 months and 37 months in prison. These cases
are closed. . .

3. Friendship Missiocnary Baptlst Chirch
4. Canaan African Mathodist Episcopal Church, Tennesaee -- Threav
defendants pled guilty in Octobér of 1995 in federal court to
conspiring to firebomb and either burh Jr erect crosses at these
two African-American churches in February, 19395, In March 199§,

one defendant was sentenced to 57 ménths in prlson while the two
other defendants were sentenced to 46 months in prison. These

" cases are closed. :

5. West End Synagogue, Tennéssee -- Thige defendants, lncludxng
the Grand Dragoh of the Tennessee Ku Klux Klan, a Klan and Aryan
Naticn associate and a juvenile Skinhead member, we¥e charged -

federally with conspiting to interfere with the rights of Jewish
people by firing shots into & synagogue that caused significant
property damage in June, 1890. Two of the defendants pled guilty
and the third was convicted at trial. Two of the defendants were
sentenced to 27 monthis and 42 months in prmson while the juvenile
defendant recelved probatlon This casé is closed

6. Temple Am Echod, IllanlS -~ Orie défendant pled guilty to
federal charges of consplrlng t6 interfere with the rights of Black
and Jewish citizens stemming from the June 1992 bombihg of a roller
rink frequented by black patrohs and the vandalism of a synagogue
where swastikas and other anti-Sémitic symbols wetre spray palnted

The defendant was sentenced to 110 months in prison: THis case is

closed.
7. Temple Beth Emunah e .
8. Temiple Young Israel, Masgsachusetts = -- In June 1994 four

defendants, members of a racist Skinhead group, The Naw Dawn
Hammersking, were charged in £féderal couft with consplrlng to
interfere with the rights of Af¥ican-Kmerican and Jewish

individuals:. One defendant later pled guilty and the cthree
juveniles were céonvicted in cohnnection with the desecration of two
synagogues . In additien, the ¢ar of a teacher of the Holocaust

was vandalized' and the deferdants used baseball Bats and othet
weapong to harass and intimidate Af¥ican-Américans on: the stréets
and at a shopping mall. The four defendants weére sentenced to
terms of incarceration ranglng from 4 to 46 months. These cases
are closed. -
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'LOCAL SUCCESSES B
1. Bucks Chapel Church .
2. Oak Grove MlSSlﬁnary Baptlst Chuxch : ‘
3. Pine Top Baptist Churech, Alabama -- EBetwegen February 4 and 5,

1995, these three churches were vandalized causing an estimated

$10,000 in damage. A local prosecucion'resulted in guilty pleas by
two of three :defendants, ages 22, 19 and 17. - The  two were

sentenced to 4 1/2 years in prison. The third defendant committed
. suicide. These cases are closed. ' ' :

4. Springfield. Baptist Church -
5. - Elam Baptist Church, Georgia -- Oon July' 20, 18594, cthe

Springfield church was completely desdtroved by arson and the Elam
church was also set afire. The c¢riminal investigations of these

matters were conducted by officials of the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation, the Morgan County Sheriff’s Department and the
Georgia State Fire Marshal resulting in convictions of four males
on state felony charges of burglary and arson. The defendants were
sentenced to 20 years in prlson These cases are closed.

6. Mt. Ziocn A M.E. Church L . : o

7. Macedonia Baptist 'Church, South Carolina -- on June 20
and 21, 1995, respectively, these two Africarn-Ameriéan churches
burnied. Two subjects have been arrested. A task force utilizing
21 officials including 4 FBI Agents 8 ATF Agerits, 3 Clarendon
County Sheriff'.s Office officials, 2 SLED officials, 2 Claréndsn
County Fire Department officials and 2 federal prosecdutors has Been
working on this investigatien. Federal investigation is pending.

8. New Liberty Baptist Church, Alabama (Tyler) -- . On February
28, 1996, this African-American church was compléetely destroyed by
fire. A volunteer fire fighter was charged with felony arson at.
the state level and that prosecutlon is pendlng A Task Force
which has used 22 participants including 4 FBI Agents, 15 AIF
Agents, 2 officials from the Alabama State Fire ‘Marshal’s Office
and one Dallas County Sheriff’'s Department deputy, has been working
on this arson. ‘

9. Elbeﬁhél M B. Church, Mississippi (Satartia) -- On March 30,
1996, an African- Amerlcan church under constriuctivn was set afire
resulting in minor damage. A task force consisting of 7 federal,
state and local officials. is.inveéstigating. Local charges.have
been filed. ‘ : :
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SUMMARY OF INGIDENTS

(as of May 21, 1996)
Alabama
1. . Mount Zion: Baptlst Church
2. Little Zion Baptist Chufch
3. Mount Zoar Baptist Church (Boligee) -- Betwaen December 22
1995, and January 12, 1996 three African-American Baptlst churches
were destroyed by fire. A task force consisting of 17 federal andg,
local offmc;als is lnvestlgatlng

4. New Liberty Baptist Churéh (Tylér) -- This Aff¥ican-American
church was completely destroyed by fire on February 28, 199%96. A
federal-state ‘task force of over 20. agents has worked on thls
arson. State charges have been flled

5. Jerusalem BaptlBt Church (Bollgee) -- This dhurch was damaged
by fire oh December 22, 13995. :The fire was caused by a furnace
fire and the investigaticn was clgsed :

&. Bucks Chapel Church '

7. ©ak Grove Missionary Bapt;at church :

8. Pine Top Baptisgt Chu¥ch (Coatopa) -- Bétween February 4 and 5
1995, these three African- american churcheés were vandalized cauflng'
an estimated $10,000 in damage. A local prosecution resulted inm -
guilcy pleas by two of three defendants, ages 22, 19 and 17. The
two were sentenced to 4 1/2 years in prlson The thHird defendant:
committed suicide. The investigation is closed

Arizoha

9. First Southern Bapt;st Church (Tucson) --on Feeréry 9, 19%s6,
a fire at thisiracially mixed church caused $1,000,000 .in damage.
A task force ' including FBI, ATF and loe¢al authorltles is

investigating.,

Georgia v

10. Springfield Baptist Church , : S

11. Elam Baptist Chureh (Madisén} -- on July 20, 1994, the

Springfield church (African-American) was complecely destroyed by
arscn.and the Elam church (predominantly white) was also set afire.

These matters wére investigated by state and local officials, and
four males were conV1cted of burglaty and arson -and sentenced to 20

years.
12. ' Gays Hill -Baptigt Chureh (Jénkins County) -- On March 27,
1996, this African-American church located in a rural area of
Jenkins County was totally destroyed by Efire. A rtask force

consisting of federal and local officials is investigating.

{
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tllinois

13. Temple'Am Echod KWaukegan)’—- One defendant was sentenced to
' 110 months in prison for conspiring to interfere with theé rights of
black and Jewish citizens stemming from the June 1992, bombing of
a roller rink frequented by black patrons. and the vandallsm of a

" synagogue. This case is clozed.
Kentuckwv:
14. cash Creek Baptist Chutch (Henderson) -- On April 10, 1396,

this predomlnantly white ‘church was totally destroyed by fire
resulting in total damage of $262,000. The FBI and Kentucky State
Police are coaductlng a joint 1nvestlgatlon int® this fire.

. Louisliana

15. Cypress Grove Baptist Churéh

16. st. Paul’s Prée Baptist Church

17. Sweet Home Baptist Churéh ,

18. Thomas Chapel Benevdlent Society (Zachary and East Baton
Rouge) .-- . On February 1, 1996, these four African-American:
churches, located within a six mlle radius of each other, were
burned, resulting in partial destruction to Cypress Grove . and
minimal damage to the other thtee churches. A task force
consmstlng of 12 faderal and local officials ig investigating.

19. Sst. Charles Baptist Church (Paincourtville) -”A.flre occurréd
at an African-American church on April 11, 1996. The FBI, ATF and -
local investigators are investigating jointly.

Marzland

20. Fruitlangd First Baptist Church (Fruitland) -- On January 30,
1986, this predominantly white chur¢h with a predomlnantly white
congr egatlon burned, causing an estlmated siso, OOD in damage. Aan

FBI investigation is underway. -

21. William Watters Meeting House of the Sodiety for Friends

{Quakers) (Bel &air) -- On March 21, 1995,. this Quaker churdch
burned. An investigation uOﬂSlStlng of federal and local officials
is underway "

Massachusetts

22. Temple Beth Emunah (Brockton) ,

23. Temple Young Israel (Randelph) -- In June 1994, four
defendants, members of a racist Skinhead group wereé charged in
federal court with conspiring ;c interfere with the rights of
African-American and Jewish individuals. One defendant later pled
guilty and the three juvenlles were convicted in c¢ennection with
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' the desecration of two syhagdgues arnd other acts of harassmént.
The  four defendants weére sentenced to terms of 1ncarceratzon
ranging from 4 to 46 months. These cases are closed.

- 24. SPrznghill Baptist Church
25. Ro¢ky Point Missiornary Baptist Churdch (Amite Couaty and Plke
County) -- Three defendants pled dguilty to federal consplracy
charges arising from the arson of two African-American churches in
April of 1993 on the anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King. The defendant; were séntenced to 46 months and 37
" months in prison. : :

26. Elbathel M.B. Church (Satartia) -- On March 30, 1996, -an
African-American church under construction was set aflre resultlng
in minor damage. A task force consisting of 7 federal, state and
local officials is investigating. Local charges have been filed.

27. St. Paul’s Christian Methodist Episcopal Churéh‘(smithville)if
- A fire causing nominal damage to. an African-American church

occurred on March 5, 199s. A federal and local task force is
investigating.. o : ' ‘

28. Cistern Hill Church (Como) -- Oh Audust 9, 1994, the Cisters’
Hill  Church, a semi-rural <c¢hurch with a predominarntly

african-American congregatiocn, was completely dést¥oyed by fire.
The fire, was ' previously investigated by the 1local Sheriff’s
Department but was never solved. The FBI and ATF have opened a
joint investigation.

29. St. Paul Primitive Baptiast Church (Meridan) -- On April 7,
1596, this African-American church was totally deatroyed by fire.
Investigators determined the fire was caused by a cigarette and
have ruled the fire accidental. This investigation is closed.’

30. Mount Zion Baptist Churc¢h (Ruleville) -- On March 20, 18%6, a
fire inside this African-American church resulted in the burnlng of
two church pews and extensive smoke damage The FBI and ATF are
investigating the fire. ~

31. Voice Center Baptist Church (Tinton Falls) -- On February 13,
1996, the interior of this predominantly African-American chureh
was completely destroyed by fire. The FBI and the Moamouth County
Prosecutor’s Office are conducting a joint investigation. ‘

New York

32. River View Missicnary (Klngston) -- On April 19, 1995, this
African- Amerlcan church was burned.



06/10/96  10:514  ©0000000 . L @o

4
'North r'aurolrwa
33. Mount Moriah Baptist Church (Efland) -- On December 25, 1995,

.this African-American church bulned Both local and federal
off1c1als are investigating. : ~ : :

'34. Hebron United Methodist (vail) --,on April 26, 1996, this
white church was burned. ' ‘

South¢C§;oliha":

35. Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church (Greeleyville) . o : ,

" 36. Macedonia Baptist Chureh (Clarendon City) -- African-American
churches burned en June 20 .and 21, 13%95. Two subjects have been
arrested by local officials.. A task force consisting of 21 federal
and local off1c1als is lnvestmgatlng A federal investigation is
pending. : :

37. Mount 01ivet Bapt;st Church '
38. Allen’s Chapel SR . « 4
39. Rosemary Baptist Church (Barnwell County) -- Fires occurred at

_two predominartly white churches and one African-American church
(Roeemary Baptist) on April 13, 1996, The pulpit at the
predominantly African-American Rosemary Baptist chu¥ch, was
completely destroyed. = A federal and locdl. task force is
investigating. ‘

1 40. St. Paul Baptist Church (Dixiana) -+ In August 1995, this
‘church was completely destroyed by fire. A juvenile and twe

adults, age 18 and 19, were charged with state arssn charges. The
FBI is investigating.

a1. Effingham Baptist Church (Effingham). -- On April 26, 1996,

this 114 year-old African-American church was set afire. As a
resulr, the sanctuary wag completely destroyed dand the meeting hall
was partially damaged. The FBI and ATF have Qpened. a jOlnt
investigation.

Tennessee

A task force consisting of - several dozen federal and state
officials is investigating incidents 42, 43, 44, and 45.

42. Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church (Fruitvale) : :
43. Johnson Grove Baptist Church (Madison County) -- On January
13, 1935, during the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jt., hollday weekend,
both African- Amerlcan churches were totally deotroyed by fire.

44 . Mt. Calvary Baptist Church (Hardeman County) -- ©On January 31,,
1935, this African-American chuich burned and was partially
destroyed by fire. : .
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" 458, Salem Baptlst Church (Frultland} -- On bécembérkBD, 1995, fire .
partially destroyed this church. '

. 46, New Wright’s Chapel Mi8sionary Baptist Church ("S'h‘el‘by County)
--. On September 6, 1994, a. fire burned this African-Amefican
church The FBI and local fire officials are investigating.

47 Inner City Church (Knoxville) -+ On January 8, 1986, the
sanctuary of this African-American chHurch was destroyed by fire,
and racial slurs were spray painted on the doofs and walls. A task
force consisting of 70 federal and 1local investigators is
1nvestlgat1ng

48. Mt. Pleasant’ Baptist Church (Tlgrett) -- on May 14, 1996, this-
African- Amerlcan church was burned

49 . Frlendship Mlsslonary Baptist Church :

50. Canaan African Methodist Episcopal Church (Maury Councy) -
Thrée defendants pled guilty in October of 1995 in fédefal court to
conspiring to firebomb and either burn or erect crosses at these
two African-American churches in February 1995. Orie defendarnt was
sentencaed to 57 months in prison while thée two other defendants
were sentenced to 46 months in prison. These cases are closed.

S1. West End Synagogue (Nashv1lle) -- Three defendants, including
the Grand Dragon of the Tennessee Ku Klux Klan, a Klan and Aryan

' Nation associate and a juvenile Skinhead membér, wers charged
federally with conspiring to interfere with the rights of Jewish
people by firing shots into a syhagogue that caused sighificant
_Property damage in June 13950. Two of the defendants pled guilty
and the third was corvicted at trial. Two of the defendants were
sentenced to 27 months and 42 months in prison while the juvenile
defendant received probatlon Thls case 1s closed.

Texas

2. Cypress Trails United Methodist Church .

' 53. Resurrection Lutheran Church (Spring) -- On January 27 1996,
these two predominantly white churches, located approx1mately five
miles aparc, burned. The FBI and the Harris County Fire Department
ars conductihg a joint investigation into these fires.

54. Kingdom of God in Christ (Dallas) -- On Febriuary 10, 1996, a
hole was punched inte the back of this racially mixed church.
Silverware and furniture were stoler, obscenities, racial epithets,
and referpnces to KKX were writteh on the walls

Vlrglnga

55. Gloricus Church of God in Christ (Richmond) -- On February 21
1996, this African-Americ¢an chutch was destroyed by fire resulting
_in‘damage in excess of $250,000. 'A federal-local task force of 12

3
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invéstigatots is continuing it§ investigation.
~ Washingron

56. Full Gospel Pentecostal Church -- On July 28, 1995, a racially
mixed church located in a predomlnantly african-American area was

destroyed by fire. The FBI and local fire depa¥tment &re
1nvest1gat1ng
57. Ebeneezer African Methodlst Church (Seattle) =-- In November

1951, a racially mixéd chu¥ch located in a predomlnantly rf¥ican-
American area was szgnlflcantly damaged by fire. The FEI and local
fire departmeht are lnvestlgatlng
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THE WHITE HOUSE

. Office of the Press Secretary
" (Greeleyville, South Carolina)

For Immediate Release = - o } B . Tune 12, 1996

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
A AT THE DEDICATION OF MT. ZION AME CHURCH

Mt. Zion AME Church
Greeleyville, South Carolina

9:40 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much Bishop and Reverend Mackey. Let me begin
by thanking you all for being here and making us all feel so welcome. And before I.-- and
thank you for that -- (laughter) -- before I go into my remarks, I want to present the Reverend
Mackey a little placque I brought that is dedicated to the congregation of this church, Mt. Zion
AME. It says, "We must come together as one America to rebuild our churches, restore hope

" and show the forces of hatred they cannot win." I hope you will put this up in your church,-
Reverend Mackey, and remember this day’ atways I'm. honorgd to be here with you. -
(Applause.) - o ' o T

You. know. first of all, let me say I’m honored to be here with so many distinguished
~Americans. [ thank Senator Hollings, and Congressman Clyburn for coming down here with
me loday. [ thank Congressman Inglis for being here. - And our good friend, John Conyers,
-from Michigan, is either here or on his way here Congressman Conyers, I thank him. I want-
10 thank all the dignitaries who have come to join us -- Reverend Jesse Jackson for coming back
home to South Carolina, and thank you for being here. And I want to thank Reverend Joseph
Lowry, the very first person who wrote me to say that our national government needed to do
more about these church burnings. Thank you, Reverend Lowry, for doing that. And [ thank
my old friend, Bishop James, for coming back here; and Reverend Joan Campbell Mayor Riley,'
Mayor Koble, Mayor Keliahan, and othcrs who are here C ‘ V

And, of course I want to thank the Mayor of Greeleyville, who met me at the airport

“and rode in with me and talked to me about this little community and its challenges and its
~ promise. ‘T thank the Attorney General and the Secretary. of the’ Treasury for coming down with
me here today to. demonstrate just how important we think it is 1o get to the bottom of these
church burnings, and all of us are going to be- working- together on that. . I thank my good
friend, Millard Fuller, from Habitat for Humanity, for being here; and Randall Osborne, the
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- SCLC admlmstramr Revcrend Mack Jones, the NCCC Reverend Ed Johnson, R A. Lccmard
(ph ), Reverend Patncna Lohman (ph ). : .

. And r d lnke to make a specral recogmnon and ask him to raise hlb hand, the Reverend

. Larry Hill; of the Matthews Murkland Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, which

_burned just last week. Reverend Hill, would you raise your hand? ‘Where are you, sir? Here
“he is. Let's give him a hand -Good 10 see you again, sir. " Thank you (Applause. )

' ’ First of all, T think it’s important™ to note that we’re celebrating a little somethmg today.
- When the Pastor came here, he told me ‘this church had 42 members, and now it has 200
members. (Applause ) This church is like Shadrach, Meshac and Aded'nego. They can burn -
the building down, but they couldn’t burn the faith out. And so we celebrate the triumph of the
faith of the members of this church.  We celebrate those who have walked from thc fire
unharmed glrded by God s fdl!’.h :

We see in the rcbulldmg of this church that thc false idols of hatred and dmsmn did not
- win. The church that burned here just down the road, was built a long time ago. And when
1 was driving down that little country road to look at that site, I told Reverend Mackey it was
like going down memory. lane for me. There’s a little road like that off a little highway in
~ southwest Arkansas where my great grandparents are buried in a-country churchyard next to a
- church that is about. exactly the same size that little church was. And I went down there just a -
. few years ago to kind of revisit my past, and I felt llke I was doing 1t all over agam today.

Then when we came out here and I saw . where this church lS I thought, you know, in
just a few weeks this w1ll be one of the few churches in America where everybody can have a
fresh ear of corn on the way in or out of church -- (laughter)
- sort of strengthen thelr bodies as well as their. faith as they go along

You think about what happened 90 years- ago when the other church was built, people
might have expected things like a church bombing. That was time of Jim Crow, and there were
*.evening lynchings in the South. It was a time of abject poverty, worse than-anything we call
poverty today. It was, 90 years ago, an expression of faith and courage for people 10 gct

- together and ‘build a church. : : - . .

But it was the church that saved the people until the le R1ghts revolution came along.

And it is, therefore, I think, doubly troubling to people -- ‘some of whom are over here on this

- platform today who spent their entire lives working for equal opportunity among our people,

* working for anend to the hatred that divided us for too long -- to see our native South enguifed
in a rash of church burnings over the last year and a half: We have to.say to all of you who
have been-afflicted by this, we know that we’re not going back to those dark days, but we are
now reminded that our job is not done. Dr. King once said, “What self{entered men have torn
down other- ccntcred men can build up.” (Applause ) :

The mcn and women of M. Zlon have shown us me'meahing of these words by refusing
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to be defeated and by buﬂdmg up thxs new church. Others have come together with you The

* Pastor told me he got contributions from.all over the world to help to rebuild this church, b
just a few days we’ll have a joyful noise coming out of this church. But today, just as you
‘have come together, I want to ask the people of America to come together. 1 want to ask every
citizen as we stand on this hallowed ground together to help to rebuild our churchee 1o restore
hope, to show the forces of hatred thcy cannot win.

I want to ask every citizen in Amenca to say we are not gomg back, we are not slipping
back to those dark days, Every time you hear somebody use tace or religion as an instrument -
of division and hatred, speak up against it. Every time you hear somebody do that. (Applause.)
If you have any inclination, any evidence of anything you have seen or heard that somebody else
might be planning to do something like this, tell the local authorities and let’s stop this before
it gets started. If you know anthmg about any of the unsolved cases, come help us solve them.

. This i Is wrong. ‘

The American people are the most religious church-going people of any great democracy.
We cannot let someone come into our democratic home, the home of our faith, and start .
~ torching our houses of wershlp It doesn’t matter whether it’s this Christian church or the:
mosque that was burned in South Carolina. - People have a right to worship God any way they
please. That’s what the First Amendment of the Consnmnon is about We cannot ever let this
happen in our country again. (Applause.) ‘

- Long before President Lincoln said it, the Lord spoke to us in the Scrlprure and saxd "A
house divided against itself cannot stand.” It was always true. . What a price we paid down here
when we forgot it. What a beneﬁt we have gamed down Hhere when we let it go. We cannot
go back to those days. - : :

But if you look all over the world you see how easy it is for people slowly, step by step,
to fall into the patterns of blaming other people who are -different from them for the difficulties
of the moment. Now. we know as we see these fires of racial and ethnic hatred sweeping the -
world, as we see Africans from different tribes slaughter each other, as we see the ethnic hatred
that consumed Bosnia, as we see it place after place all over the globe, we know how easy it
is for the heart of human bemgs to be hardened agamSt one another just because ot superr“ cial
differences. ~

-1 pledge to you I will do.everything I can to prosecute those responsible for the rash of
church burnings -- (applause) -- to prevent future incidents, to help communities to rebuild.
(Applause.) But Americans must lead the way, for this is first and foremost an affair of the
heart. And our heart must be purged of any temptation to go back to the kinds of divisions that
cost us so dear!y cspec:lally here in the southern ‘part of our country :

- For months, more than 200 federal agents have been workmg on thcsc church burnings.
. There are now 33 active cases. We’ve closed 10 cases already through mvesuganons arrests
and prosecuuons Let me say, agam how profoundly grateful I am for thc work done by the "
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Attorney General and the Secretary of the Treasury and all those people who work with them.

We will continue to probe these crimes. We will continue to use our top law enforcement
officers. -We will continue to see that these investigations meet a strict code of professional and - -
personal conduct. I expect to get a report on this every week until the JOb is done ‘And [ want -
you to help us finish the Job (Applause )

I also want to say that we must keep this out of politics. ’I‘hxs is about Amenca This
is about what it means to be American. I want to say a special word of thanks to a Republican -
Congressman from Illinois, Henry Hyde; and a Democratic Congressman from Michigan John -+
Conyers, who have together sponsored legislation that will make it easier for us to punish those
who burn houses of worslup And I hope Congress will pass the legrslatlon very, very qurckly
(Applause.) :

- We also must work together to rebuild all these churches. We will work with Congress
to give HUD the resources they need to guarantee loans by private lending institutions. And I
-want (o applaud the business and commumty leaders who provide money and folks to assrst in
rebuilding these churches all across our counrry S

Already these burnings have sparked an outpounng of concem ’l’he Alabama assoczatmn V
‘of Habitat for Humanity is recruiting volunteers to rebuild several of the churches in Alabama.
Today, Habitat for Humanity International has made a commitment to help all the communities
that have lost churches in these arson attacks to rebuild. And I want to thank the founder of
Habitat, Millard Fuller, who s here, for what his comrmtmeut is teday Thank you sir. Thank
you. (Applause ) . , .

"1 applaud the National Council of . Churches -- and I thank Reverend Campbell for being
“here -- for their financial commitment to rebuilding. I thank Nations Bank for stepping up to
the challenge and issuing a $500 000 rewarcl for the arrest of those responsrble for church
burmngs (Applause )

‘ * Bur in the end, let me say again, we must recogmze that thxs is everybody s problem.
Every citizen, every minister and religious leader in this country should be speaking out against
this violence. Every house of worship in America must be a sacred place -- not just Christian
churches for those of us who are Christian, but our synagogues and our mosques. Any place
where people gather to worshxp accordmg to the dictates of their conscnence should be protected

- from violence. ‘

Reverend Billy Graham wanted to be here today and sent me these words for all of us
to reflect on. .He said, the problem between various ethnic groups is worldwide: it is a problem
of the heart. Itseems that much of the world is affected by this terrible d:sease whlch should .
be called by its nght name -- sin. (Applause ) . :

So I ask you today,; my fellow Americans, 10 celebrate the triumph of the rebuilding of
this church, to express gratitude for the fact that the huge vast majority of our people of all races

4
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deplore what has been done and revere the right of every American‘td ,wo‘rship'God in his or
her own way. But I ask you to reaffirm our responsibility to keep working, working together, -
not to ever let America fall back into those patterns of hatred and division, which. can so easily

consume .any civilized people. G - ‘ o

We have to sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has brought us, full of the hope
that the present has brought us. Let's face the rising sun of this new day begun. But let us
remember we have to march on. untnl vxcwry 1s won., (Applausc )

Thank you, and God bless you all Thank you (Applause )
~ END S 954AM EDT
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OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET = LRM_ "9' 4‘aus :
Washington, D.C. 20503-0001 L FILE NO: 2422
' 6/19/98 - L R
LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM ~ Total Page(s): /.2

TO: Legmfatnve Liac OFF icer - See Dnsmbutlon befow

" "FROM: James JUKES [ | o (for) Assistant Director for Legmlatwe Reference

OMB CONTACT:_ -Ronald JONES 3g5. 3386 - Legislative Assistant’s Line:: 395-3454

C=US, A=TEY AIL P=GOV+E P, O=0OMB, OU1-—LRD S—JONES G RONALD i=E
jones_ re@a gov - '

SUBJECT: OMB Request for Vaews on Senate subsmute amendment for Church Arson
: Prevention Act ‘ .

DEADLINE 4:00 PM Wednesday, June 19, 1996

in accordance with OMB Circular A~19 OMB requests the views of your agency on the above subject before
advising on xts rélationship to the program of the President.

Pleaseo advlse us if thls item: wlll affect dlrect 8| ndlng or recelpts for purposes of the "Pay-As-You-Go"
provlsions of Title Xl of the. Omnibus Budget aconcillatlon Act of 1890.

. .COMMENTS: Attached s wha DOJ believes to be the most current version of the Faircloth-Kennedy substitute for.

\ - the Church Arson Prevention Act. DOJ expects the bill to be introduced today with a possible vote
J tomorrow. We may be expected to produce a SAP on very short notice.

'
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L EGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM — LRMNO: 4805
Dlstrlbuuon List. ~ . C
' FILE NO: 2422

SUBJECT: OMB Request for \*’lews on Senate subs ﬁute amendment for Church Arson ‘
SO Preventlon Act ) . ) :

'
e

‘AGENCES: . - o . EOP:

54-HUD - Vacant - 2027081793 : . ' o Dawn Chirwa
61-JUSTICE - Andrew Fois - 2025142141 - ' ‘ o o Steve Neuwirth
118-TREASURY - Richard S. Carro - 2026221146 -~ Co Tracey Thornton
: , ' , - . N SN Peter Jacoby
Pau!l Weinsteln
Steve Warnath
Rahm.Emanuel
: . : ; Bob Damus
po T e Roz Rettman
“ ‘ SR - . Chuck Konigsberg -
~ Alice Shuffield
Joe Minarik
Karen Kizer
Jim Murr
.. Alan Rhinesmith
- Harry Meyers
-« Mark Schwartz
* Steve Redburn
o ‘ : o Joseph Firschein
. : L ' S Ken Schwartz .
- » ' : L - o ' David haun -
~Joe Lacke
~ Kathy Wallman
. Kim Burke .. .
Art Stiglle.
Stephanie -
Kaufman
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RESPONSE TO T LRM NO 4805

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM ‘ FILE NO 2422

It your response to this request for views is short {e. g concurino comment) we prefer that you respond by e -maif or by
faxing us this response sheet. .
If the response is short and you prefer to call, ?lease call the branch-wide line shown below (NOT the ana!ysts.nne),

to leave a message with a legislative assistan \ ‘ - S

You may also respond by: ‘
51 calling the analyst/attorney's direct line (you wlll be connected to' voice mail i the analyst does not answer) or
2) sendihg us a memo of letter.

‘Please include the LRM number shown above, and the subject shown below.

¢

TO: Ronald JONES 395-3386
- Office of Management and Budget
Fax Number; 395-3109. .
Branch—Wde Line (to reach legrslauve ass stant) 395-3454

FROM: . .. . .. (Date)

(Name)

{Ag‘ency)d

‘ (Telebhone) ,

SUBJECT OMB Request for VIBWS on Senate substltute amendment for Church Arson
) Prevention Act ,

The following is the raéponse é’f our égén;cy to ydur request for ;.féews on the above-captioned subjed: |
anéur A ‘ - |

.. No Objection

No Comment
See propog,éd edit§ On pages

l
o

" Other:

| " FAX RETURN of ____ pages, attached to this resp‘ohba gheet:
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IN THE SENATE"OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. FATRCLOTH (for hizapelf and Mr. KENNTDY) Inroduced the followmg bm'
which was read Mu.- and referred 1o the Committee on e ;

A BILL

To increase Federal protection against arson and other
destructnon of pIaces of religious worship. -

' Be it enacted by the Smate and House of Repr&s'enta
tives of t?ze Umt&d Stotes of America in Congress assemble&
szcrloN 1. SHORT TITLE. . , ‘ g

, This Act may be cited as the “Church Arson Preven-
tion Ar-t of 1996"

§EC.2 FINDINGS.
The Co'ngr‘e_a'a finds the folldwinar.

(1) The lucidence of BIsul or o‘i'.her’ destruction

O B N N A WN e

or vandalism of places nf‘\roligious worship, and the
10 ' incidence of violent interference with an individual's

11 lawful exercise or attempted exercise of the right of

June 1B, 1998
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deal pmperly with this pmblem
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| 2 o |
I | * religious freedom ut u pkme of n-:hgwm WOl s.h)p pose
2 s serious nationsl problem. ' |
3 @ The i.ncidence of arson 6{ places of religious -
4 | worship is pa.rt.icu!aﬂy scute in the céntex‘t of plhcés |
5 of religious wnrship that serve predonunanﬂy Afri
6 ‘. ean-Americen congregations ‘
7 (3) Damngn to ra!igmu: proparty bhaged an tho
8 rehgous racial, ur ethnic character of that pwp-f
9 erty— '
10 - (A) binders mterstate commerce by imped-
-uv | -.1ng the rmmovement of members of targeted
12 - groups in arens of our Nation gnd preventing
13 . them from engaging in commerce in 'tho,se areas
14 " on aceount of their race, color, religion, or ne-
15 | twnal origm, | |
16 | (B) unpedes 1ndj\1duals in moving inter-
17. - state because of ‘their racp? color, religion, or
18 _ national origin; o
19 (C) i8 often committad by individuals with
20  ties to cro\ips that operate ﬁ&ﬁonﬁde; and
21 (D) disrupts the tranquility and safety of
22 " communlties and is deeply dxvxclve
.’23 (4) Changes in Federal lnw are necessary to
. 24
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1 (8) Although 'xoul-jéﬁsdzetisns have ttempted
2 | to. respond to the challenges posed by such acts: of | 3
3 | { destruet fon or damage to religious property the
4 | prob]em i8 sufﬁmently serious, wxdekpmad and
s mterstate in seope to. warrant- Federal iriterverition
6 ot e.esm Sv.m und local jurzaau.uous .
? - (6) Onngmss hasg authonty pursuant o Lhe"
g ; Cormnerce clause of the Consr.itution o make acts of
v "destruction or damnge to’ relxgmus pmperty 2 v:ola-"
10 f:’ tion of Federal law, - ‘ S |
1 /\ ' (7) Congress has authority pum-uu.nt Lo semon‘ L
12 | +2 of the 13th amendmem to ma.ke actwns of pnvate"'
13 citizens motzvated by race, oolor or ethmcxty that
14 interfere wnh the -ability of cmzens to hold or use |
15 _religious propemr mthout fear of attack, \nolanons |
16 ° of Federal crlminal la,w |
17 " (8) Congre:e hae a.u'rhnﬁfy purmant to sectson,: |
18 '7 2 of j"tl‘;c 13th‘qmcx;dment to mal:c the. comrmssmn,;
19 of sn arson or other Lias motivated destruction or
20 =vancl:adisrn of a place of religious worship viola,tmns .
21 of Federal criminal law. | | |
2 (9) Congresa has the aut.hcﬁty pmmant. to sec-
'23 ti{;n 5 of the .14th amendmentwto make violent inter-
24
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1 religious worslip (hrough damage w‘religious prop-
| 2 erty & violation of Pederal law. . -
3 sxé 8. mmmcm OF VIOLENT mmnca Wit
4 RBLIGIOUS WORSRIP,
5 Sectwn 247 of title 18 of the United States Code i is '\
6 amended——»- |
7 (1) in subsection (a)—-’ . _
8 (&) in paragraph (]) hy inserting “, ra.c:al
| 9 - or ethmo" after “‘of the rehgxous", and o
1 0' : * (B) by smkmg “subxect:on (c)" nnd m-
| 11 © sertng "subsect lon (d) P ' ' |
12 (2) by stmlnng s'ubsao'don (b) and insertiug the"
13 followmg S o
14 “(b) The. cxrcumstances referred to in subsectxou (a)
15 are t.hat— | - | |
16 “(1) the offense is in or aﬂecbs imerstate or
17 ; fornzgn cornmerce; or _ 4
| 18 ~“(2) in comzmmng, pla.nmng, or prepanng to
19 commit an oﬂfense the defendant— '
20 “(A) tmvelr-: in. interstaua or forelg'n com-
21 merce; or |
v22’g' | "(3)"“.:& t-he mul o} a.ny “facility Aor‘i‘n‘n'
23 | 'stx"'ﬁfﬁenﬁ\lity of In_l;t;jt#tc &le‘fofcigﬁ .-cénﬁf
24

. June 18, 1868
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21 for any. noneapitul olfense nnder this socnon unlcss the
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- ar;d msemng-.the following: “In &ccordance with the

SOWARNATE . FROMGAVMON, D
DISCUSSION DRAFT . 8uC

(3) by redesignating subsections ~(¢),v (d), and

{e), as subsections (d), (e), and (£), respecmvely, and

addmg the following subsect:on

“(o) Whoever mtentlonally defaces damages or de- .
stmys By religious real property because of the race,
'color rehgxous cbarwtem,txcs or ethnic charactenatlcs of |
any. mdmdual associabed vnth that rehgaous property, or
"attempts to do 0, sha]l be pumshed as prcmded in sub
_sectmn (d) oft}m section.”; ‘ |

(4) in subscetion (d)(?) as rademg:nated byi ,

st.z xking “& fine in mordmce with this t:tlc and iin-

R pmonment for not more (an ten yeass, or bo

- penalties provided in section 844(i) of this title”;

(3) in subsection (f), as'redesigﬁétad by ihsefb

in: “. mx.ludmg ﬁxturcs or religions ob;ccto oon-

| tamna th}nn a. place of. rehg'xous woxshxp” after

“(g) No person shall be prosecuted, tried, or pumshed .

“other relxgmus property émd

(6) by msez‘tmg the followmg new subseetaon .

| 2,.3 7 years. after the date on which the offcnsc was comrmt- «

24 ‘ted.”.

L Jne 18, 1900
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1 sx;c 3. LOAN GUARANTTT RECOVEKY FUND.

as “guaranteed loans”);by't'he Secretary of _Hous’ing and
Urban Developmént (the ‘-‘Secretary”),' the Secretary may

sisted Housmg” account (referred to as the “aecount”)
Gnaranteed loars shall be extended t.o finanefal institu-

tions in connectwn with Ioans mada by such mstztutxons

to asaxst mga.mzatwna described in aecuon 8§01(c)(8) of

‘the Intema! Revenue Code of 1986 that have bcen dam-
aged as & result of acts of arson or terrorism, as certined

.pursuant to procedures to be estabhshed by the becretm-y :

(b) TRANSFER oF BALANCES --Amount.s for guaran-
tees inay be denvud fromn the erzsfex of unobligated bal-

(a) IN GENERAL -—Noththstandmg any other provi-. |
sion of law, for the cost of loans guaranteed (mfer:ed to

use up to $5,000, 000 &o:ﬁ the Deparﬁnent of rIéusi,,-g
and Urbaa Development “Annual Contributions for As-

ances in the account (mcludmg recaptures of prevxousbf o

obhgated amounts not\mhstandmg section S(bb} of the

United States Housing Act of 1937). |
() TREATMENT OF Cosrs —-The costs of guaranteed

‘nans uwludhxg thp cosl, of mod.lb'mg loans, shell bo as

deﬁned in section 502 of the Congressional Budg-et Act.

o£1974
(d) IJIhﬁT ON LOAN PRINCIPAL --Fuuds made avml-

able by this section shnll be nvuﬂablc W aul.-sidwc toml'
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loan pnncrpal any pm of wh:ch is 'w be gue.ranteed non
to excced $10 000, 000.
(e) TERMS AND Connrrxons —The Secrezary shall—
Q1) establxsh such terms and candmons as the
Secreta:y considers ‘appropriate to provide guaran-
tees under this sectxon and °
| (2) mclude in the terms and \oond.i'tions' a Te-
‘quirement that the decision to. prc\ide 8 mmm’hte#
to & financial ‘ingﬁhiﬁion a.nd'tlie amount of the

‘guarautee does nuot fu auy way depend oun the pur

pose, function, or identity of the organization to

which the financial institution has made, or intends

to make, & loan.
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION FOR ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL TQ

. ASSIST STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCE-

| There are authorized to be'appr‘opriated to the De-

partment of the Treasury and the Department of Justice,

including the Community Relations Service; in fiscal years
1996 and 1997 sueh sums s are necessary to merease

the numbcr of pemcnnel mvestsg'atcrs and technical sup-

pott per wuucl W igvestigale, yrcvcnt and rcspond to po- :
‘t‘emia.l vlolations of sections 247 and 8&4 of title 18, Umt—-
ed States Code, and section 58b1 of the Intema] Ravenue -

Code of 1986 dxreeted towsard rehguous; real property

P. 10/12
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Tliés'e sdditiopal investigators, technical support person-

:nel and other personnel ghall pnmarxly pamexpate in the g

investigation, response to, and preventlon of possxble viola-

tions of the Federal laws referred to in the preceding sen-

tence and train’and"empower State and local law enforce-
ment in the 'investigation and prevention of suSpicioné
SEC. 6. REAUTHORIZATION OF HATE CRDMES STATISTICS
ACT. | B
The first section of the Hate Cri;nes S;atistiﬁs 'Act,
(28 US.C. 534 note) fs qa»mkended—-—‘ | )

(1) in subsection (b), by striling *‘for the ecal-

endar yesr 1990 and each of the succeeding 4 cal-
- ‘endar yéars” and inset'iing “for each caléudar‘yéhr";
and I
(2) in subsection (¢), by striking “through fiscal
 year 1004”. - |
SEC. 7. SENSE OF THE SENATE.
The Senate

) commonds thoso individuals and ‘entities

that have responded with fund.s to assist in r.he re-
bulldmg of places of worship that Lave been vxchm-

’ fzed by arson; and - '
(2) encouragns the private sector to continue

these efforts 80, that places of worshxp that are vies

P11/12-
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,anc. 8. smmn.m' . o
| If any provxsxon of tl-us Act, an amendment made by,,i |
'thzs Aot, or the apphcatwn of ‘such provision or amend-
ment to any person or mrcurnstanee is held to be unconstl— .
tutmnal the remainder of this A::t the amendments made. |
by this Art and the applic&tvtm of the provmona o? mach

| £73 a.ny other porson or czrcumstance ahal) not bo affcetod

thereby

uux wnunue the rebuil«.hng pmcess thh ma.x:mum |

f'ﬁnancxal support from prxvate mdmduals, bus:- )
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»Preszdent C'a[is for Actton
Against Church Burnmgs

8y ALISON MITCHELL

. SAN DIEGO, June 10 — Jettison-

ing a planned announcement of an
anti-drug effort, President Clinton
turned instead today to the wave of

‘arson that "has destroyed black |

churches across the  South, and

called on the nation to” “show the

forces of hatred they cannot win.”
Mr. Clinton issued his call 'in a

speech outside San Diego Police "

Headquarters, with uniformed Fed-
eral and local law-enforcement offi-
cers arrayed behind, the second time
in three days that he had condemned
" the arson attacks and used the plat-

form of the Presidency to call for R

racial tolerance.

~ The President's appearance in San
Diego was intended (0 answer an
attack that Senator Bob Dole mount-
ed against the Administration’s

~drug-fighting _and_immigration-con: .

trol policies in a recent visit here.
But as° Mr. Clinton closed his ad- -

. dress, he shifted from speaking of
illegal immigration to reminding. an
invited audience ‘of several hundred
people about the nation’s diversity.

" “We really fall into a dangerous

A reminder of the
country’s diversity
and an appeal for
racial tolerance. -

trap when we start blaming our

problems on other people just be- .

cause they are different from us,”
Mr. Clinton said, returning to the /
theme of his weekly radio address on
Saturday. 1 say that because even
though I'm a long way from there,
my heart has been.in my native
South for the last several weeks as
we have dealt with this incredible
rash of church burnings.

*That's just another way of peaple
finding their way trying to blame
somebody else or put down some-

body else in a totally dehumanizing -

way.”’

e

'its  pastor, R
- Mackey, met with Mr. Clinton before
Saturday’s radio - talk. Michael D.

" nominee, had

' “To burn a church,” the President
said, “is a terrible thing.” )

Exploiting his. bully pulipit, Mr. .

Clinton today added plans to visit the
- site of the Mount Zion African Meth-
odist Eplscopal ‘Church in Greeley-
" ville; §.C., on the way back from his
three-day swing across the West. The
church was burned a year ago, and
‘the Rev, Terrence

McCurry, the White House press sec-
-retary, said the stop would “focus on
what commumues can do to heal and

. recover.”.

The Saturday address in which the
President began speaking out on the
issue took place less than 48 hours
after fire'had destroyed a church in
" Charlotte; N.C,, and coincided with
the Washington arrival of represent-

atives from, the National:Council of
Churches trying to.focus more public
‘attention on the burnings. The Char-

lotte blaze was at least the 30th in a

. Southern black church in 18 months.

- One day after Mr. Clinton’s radio
address, another church bumed in
‘Greenville, Tex. )

< .In this electoral-vote-rich state
- where illegal immigrationhasbeena

persistent concern, Mr. Clinton today

.also sought to highlight Administra-
“tion efforts to provide localities Fed-

eral money for community pelicing
_and to block the flow of illegal immi-
grants and illegal drugs across -the
border from Mexico.

So many law-enforcement officials
were on hand to introduce Mr. Clin-
ton and laud Federal programs-that
when the last warmup speaker, Rich-

ard Emerson, the Police Chief of the -
community of Chula Vista, began his .
- remarks by saying, I can talk to you

for hours about .community-based
policing;" the-audience groaned loud-

" ly. Mr. Emerson plunged ahead with ~

his speech anyway.
.In his own visit here, Mr. Dole, the

‘apparent Republican Presidential
told Californians,
’ “When I am President, there are
going 1o be two wars declared: a war -

on mega| immigration and a war on

drugs.”

S

“

:
A

Mr. Clinton did not mention his
‘opponent today. But, as if in rebuttal,
the President said, “For-a lot of

o years people in public life at election

time talked tough about immigration
but didn’t do much about it. We tried

" . to changed that. We tried to substi-

tute words for déeds.”
_ To bolster the point, the Adminis-

tration issued a slim Justice Depart--

‘ment progress report saying that
since 1992 the rate of serious crime

had dropped all along the nation’s - ‘
.Southwest border, by 30 percent in

San Diego, 5 percent in Nogales,
Ariz., 20 percent in Brownsville, Tex
and 14 percent in E} Paso,

Mr. Clinton also announced that he
was sending 20 law-enforcement offi-

cers to California’s Cleveland Na- =

tional Forest, where, officials say,
campsites of Allegal immigrants be-
ing smuggled across the bordet have
caused a.rash of wildfires.

Later in the day, the Admnmstra-

. tion issued a written statement to

make the anti-drug announcement
originally intended as the highlight of
Mr. Clinton’s speech: that in July,

Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, the Ad-

ministration’s anti-drug coordinator,
would hold a conference in El Paso
with Federal law-enforcement offi-

-cials to plan a new drive against the
‘cross-border movement-of drugs.

In his 24th visit to California as
President, Mr. Clinton was also rais-

ing money for the Democratic Na- .

tional Committee to wage the au-
tumn election battle

Tonight he planned to raise $1 mil- -

-lion at a star-studded dinner at the
" Beverly Hills Home of the Hpllywood

executive Lewis ‘Wasserman. The'
guest list for the $5,000-a-head affair
included the playwright Neil Simon,

© and an array of television and film-

stars, including Tom Cruise, Nicole
Kidman, Geena Davis and Barbra
Streisand. :



Burned Church
S. Carolina

" By Laurie Goodstein
Wastongton Post Staff Writer

In the 'wake of two more suspicious fires at southern
black churches the White House announced yesterday that
Prwdent Clinton will travel Wednesday to the site of a
charred chm'th in South Carotina to urge racial tolerance.

The’ announcement came as a 13-year-old white girl was
anuted on charges of torching a black church sanctuary in
Charlotte, N.C., last Thursday night, and as police in
Greenville, Tex., questioned two whites and one Hispanic
man about a pair of blazes set at black churches there early
ywerda) morming.

The Texas fires are the latest in what now appears to be
an epadermc of arsons targeted at black and multiracial
churches.-Pastors from many of those churches met with
federal ‘officials in Washmgton yesterday and demanded
more aggressn'e federal investigation into what the pastors

mamtaxn is'a systematic campaign by white supremacist
groups to target black houses of worship,

“We come in great pain, frustration, anguish and disap-
pomtment said the Rev, Spiver Gordon of the Southern
Chnsmn Leadership Conference in Eutaw, Ala,, at a news

conference “Not enoug intensive in-
vesuganen has occurred in order to
stop what's going on.”

White: House aides said that Clinton
will travel to Mount Zion African Meth-
odist’ prscopaf Church in Greeleyville,
S.C., which was set ablaze on June 20,
1995 and is now being rebuilt. He had
mermoned this church in his Sazurday
radio address.

“Weineed to come together as one
Amerm t6 retuild our churches, re-
storehope; and show the forces of ha-
tred that" they cannot win,” Clinton said
yesterdai in San Diego.

White House press secretary Mi-
chaelMchsaxd “There has been an
mpreoedented federal response invoh-
ing the Treasury Department, the jus-
tice Department, [and] very strong co-
orﬂmauon with focal law enforcement.”

'I?le fire tally varies accordng to the
source: The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and' Fuearms ¢ounts 30 suspxcxous
soutbern blazes since the begmning of
1995 while the Center for Democratic
Renéwal, a group that monitors ex-
trem:sts and has undertaken its own in-
v&ugauon counts 48 church fires.

The Washington Post

inton to Visit -

There have been 28 fires tms year

-+ alone, according to the center’s count.

Since 1990, the center said, there have
been&Osudlﬁres.NaithertheATF
nor the center talbes mclude the most-
recent fires.

The pastors yesterday castigated
federal officials, the church community
and black America for failing to respond

" with more urgency to what the pastors
_ say is the most coordinated violations of

black civil rights since the 1960s.

“Our communities are being terror-
mad.andwemmmtaﬂowittocmnn-
ve,” said the Rev. Reggie White, associ-
ate pastor of the Inner City Church in
Knoxville, Tenn. “If we don’t take care
of &t now, our children are going to
adopt these attitudes, and when they
grow up they are going to destroy
America if we don’t do anything about
it.”

Black congregations across the South
fear they cannot protect their churches
and want greater federal interventon,
said the Rev. Mac Charles Jones, racial
justice associate for the National Coun-
cil of Churches (NCC). “If it means the

. National Guard,.so be it.” Jones said. “If

it means declaring a state of emergen-
¢y, sobeit”

The NCC, which brought the pastors
to Washington, is hoping to use the ar-

sons as a rallying cry for racial sobidarity
reminiscent of the cvil rights move-
ment. The group has pledged to raise
$2 million from its members, coming
from 33 different denominations, to
help-rebuild the churches, and is calling
on crafts people to travel south this

summer to help with reconstruction,

In meetings Sunday with Attorney
General Janet Reno and yesterday with
Treasury Secretary Robert E. Rubin,
the pastors complained that investiga-
tors have inappropriately scrutinized
members and Jeaders of the churches

themselves. One pastor said his daugh-
ter had been pulled out of school for
questioning; another said his church’s
ledger books were inspected.

“About 50 percent of the pastors feel

 they were mtimidated and that the in-

vestigation got focused on them,” the
Rev, Joan Brown Campbell, general
secretary of the NCC, said in an mter-
view. “The problem is that if they get
questioned and looked at as- suspects,
they will be looked at suspiciously in
therr commmunities.”

Rubin, in a hinch with Washington
Post reporters, said that “the people m-
vestigating need to follow every single
lead wherever it may go. On the other
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hand, 1 think they have to do so with
enormous sensitivity to the people who
understandably . . . have good reason to
be skeptical about an awfu! lot of things
with respect to law erdorcement.”

The teenage girl arrested in Char-
jotte yesterday has been charged as a
juvenile. “This is a very troubled 13-
year-old,” said Larry Snider, deputy

. chief of police in Charlotte-Mecklen-

burg. The two fires early yesterday n
Greenville were the first reported in
Texas. In those cases, the three men
were held because their car matched
descriptions supplied by witnesses.

Staff writer John F. Harris
contributed to this report.
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© Office for Civil nghts
Washmgion De. 20201 .

DATE:  June 7, 1996

To . Terry Edmonds
FROM: ‘Derinis Hayashi

DPC did call to tell me about thls weekend’s address My She .
suggestlon would be that some mentlon be made about the general
church burnlngs‘ . For example, in a . report lssued in Aprll - LA
County had another annual increase in hate crimes (see attached}
Other jurlSdlCthnS report similar iticreases.

As you may know, there was an Admlnlstratlon 1nteragency
work group which. examlned this isswe.. Among other things, we
recommended enhancing communlty/government partnershlps through
law enforcement and educatiorn.  This in¢luded more active
implementation of the Hate Crime Statistics A& develop1ng model
curricula to assist schools in "teachlng tolerance,"*and
improving natlonal élalogue by holdlng approprlate communlty
forums. . : :

- I hope this might be helpful Call me if I can giQeuyOu e
anything. : 0 _

Attédhment


http:annti.al

06/18/96  14:05 ~ 0000000 A R R [@oo1/004

e

| U.S. Department of justice

9‘? YOZ%

Civil nghts vanswn

‘Office of the A:xi:tam;/!nomay General . e Wa.shmgwn. D. C 20530

Gy

'FROM: - Stuart ishimaru
(202) 514-3845

Number of pages, including cover:



- “06/12/96 10:31  TB0000000- _ S o1

PO - Gl Rights Diﬁsidﬁ

T T R S I I R R B IR SN & LI S S NVRNR S LR PRTY

. Office of the Assisiair Anorney Géneral - o wd:n?ng:an, D.C. 20530
TELEFACSIMILE COVER SHEET
R R

. TO: Q'S(-Ci\&& L\\Qf{m\\\

FROM: Juanita C. Herndndez .' . o ‘ '
COUNSEL TO THE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL .
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
FAX NUN[BER 20"~307~2839
PHONE: 202-514-3653

- COMMENT 'S:

NUMBER OF PAGES TRANSMITTED (INCLUDING THIS SHEET) . A
‘ A - ‘ ‘ - (max. 30 pages)

' THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS TRANSMISSION IS PROPERTY OF THE UNITED STATES AND IS
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL. IT iS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE
lNDIVmUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE, IF THE-READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED
RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS -
COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR;
PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY CALLING 202- s1¢zxs1
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‘Number of Pages (mciudmg cover);
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on Oklahc;ma madel. '

Person Transmitting this fax:

PLEASE NOTE: The mformat:on contamed in this facsimile message may be prmleged and cont‘ dentiz
- and is intended only for the use of the individual or éntity named above and others who have bee
specifically authorized to receive it. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified the
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is stnc‘dy prohibited. If you hav
received this communication in error, or if you have quesuons or problems with thns transmissior
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REBﬂIhDING TﬂE CHURCHES
[Aﬁ?ROPkIATION] -

CQM’NITY PL&NIHG a8 DMLOPKENT
_ COWIT’!’ DEVEDOPW GRANTS " '

' For an additional amount for “Community Development Grants"

@oos.

NO. dEd Pldﬁad

as’ authorxzed by title I of the Hou31ng and Ccmmnnlty Development

Act of 1974 $25 000 000 to remaln avallable unt11 expended

assist VlCtlmB and- ccmmunity 1nbt1tutlons damaged due to acts of

1

‘racial v1clence (1nc1ud1ng arseti and terrorlsm) Prngded That
1 in adminlsterlng these funds, and any loan guarantees under

sectlon 108 of such Act the Secretary may walve,_or speczfy

alternative requlremcnta for, any provxs;on of any statute or

regulation that the Secretary admlnlsters in COnn&Ctan wlth the

A obllgaczcn by the sBcretary or the uge By the recipleut of these

funds or guarantees, except for tequirsments related to falr

housmng and’ nondlscrlmlnatlon, the envlronment and 1abcr

standards, upon a flnding :hat ‘such waiver is requlred to
facilitate the use of such funds of guarantees, and would not be

inconsistent - WLth the overall purpose of the statute or

regulatlon Provzded fgrthg;‘ That notwltbstandlng any other

pIOVlSlon of law, . Buch funds or loan guarantees may be used for

making grants, loans, or other forms of assistance available for

ellgible activities under sectlon 105 of the Hous;ng and

i

cOmmgnlty,Develcpment Act of 1974 including the costs of repair

“ .

reconstruction, and'replaceméht,‘On the same or another site, in .

‘connection with religicus imstitution facilities damaged by such

-acts, in the same manner as private nonprofit facilities

/
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pursuant to. section 251(b) (2) (D) (i) of the Balanced Budgét and

Emergency Defidit"CGntfol Act of 1985, as amended.
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Mave pohtlcs out’
Clinton, govs take
stand against fires

By. Lori Sham,’ Deborah Sharp
. and Gary Fields s
UsAa TODAY

President Gimon and seven South-
ern governors Wednesday took a bi-
stand against racism- and
..z wurning of black churches, even
as neargdaﬂy fires spark fears that
the arson outbreak is accelerating..
‘The governors, members of Con-
gress and top state and federal law
enforcement officials discussed

" ways .to prevent, investigate and

prosecute the arsons,

But most of all, theystreﬁedthe _

need for unity.
Only last week, top Republicam
were calling Clinton’s trip to a rebuilt

cnurch in Greeleyville, S.C., a cam- -
palgn stunt. South Carolina Gov. Da-'

vid Beasley also dubbed it a political
event and did not attend, garering
him much negative publicity. -

On the other side, some black
leaders have criticized the Christian

Coalition's efforts to help rebuild.

But. Béasley was at the White
House Wednesday, calling for an end
to the political bickering and rheto-
ric. Beasley says he should have
gone to Greeleyville.. - -

“The political element needs to be
out of it, should be out of it, is out of-
it,” Beasley says.. “If we can't unite

against the burnings of placesof wor-

ship in: Amenca. we ’t unite
~ against anything"
: At least 40 suspiclous ﬁm have
. damaged or destroyed Southern

black churches since January ‘1995,

Fires at 29 white churches are also -

under investigation.
Wednesday, Clinton said . he did

‘notsee a conspiracy to burn

churches.-"On-the other band, I do
believe a lot-of these instances are
racially motivated,-and they tend to
play off of one another,” he said. .

"Where thére were 11 fires at black
churches in 1995, there have been
+ eight so far this month alone.

' Soufce USA TOOAY rasearch

This does not. mcmae ne 1a[est

- "blaze at a black church, at St. John's -
- Unitéd Methodist Church on Mary-

land's Eastern shore early Wednes-

" day. Caused by an electrical prob-
~lem, it was ruled accidental.

Also Wednesday, two black men,

" . Rodney Bullock, of Fair Bluff, N.C.,

and Curtis Gilbert, of Wxnnabow
N.C, were charged ina May 22 fire

that damaged the fellowship hall ofa
black church, Mount Tabor Baptist .

in Cerro Gordo, N.C.-

Don Rojas, a spokesman for the

National Council of Churches, says

Fires this year
Federal agents are investigating
suspicious fires at 29 black
churches since the beginning of -
the year: N

January” *
February
March
Apdl
ay
June (by Wedne day}

YT

the arrest should not maké anycne
“forget that the vast majority of
these cases are still unsolved and in

 most of those cases, those arrested

have been young white males.”
There’s no doubt atiention to the

fires is on the rise and some say the
‘attention inspires copycats. :

“When publicity goes up, there's
always the chance someone wants to
cash inon that —
tives ‘become. really mixed,” says
Huntington, Calif., psychologist Ken-
neth Fineman, who has studled thou-
sands of arsonists, - -

. "Communities are going to have to
stand ‘steadfast . perpetmtors will
get the picture tms is not a place

where_this will be tolerated," says-
."the Rev. Dennis Lawson, whose Co-
fumbia, Tenn,, Canaag AME wasw‘. .

burned last year.

and then the' mo- -

T T e

DAA'IV‘E . ﬂ;,‘?() -2k

. One w‘ay to slow the momentum:
Send a louder signal about penalties,

- Fineman says. Fires always make | -
. the front page, but convictions -and
 sentences get far | ess,attention,

On Capttol Hill, conservative Sen.

~ Lauch Faircloth, R-N.C., and liberal

Ted Kennedy, D-Mass., -introduced
Ieglslanon that would make it easfer
to prosecute church arsons in feder-
‘al court. A similar House bil] was
.pamed unanimously Tuesday.

Another result of the publicity is
the exponential growth in donations
toward rebuildi

Eight foundations will announce
grants today totaling $2.5 million to
the National Council of Churches’

- burned churches fund. The Christian
. Coalition' says it will raise, $1 million.

Southern Baptists pledged $300,000
at their annual convention last week.

And Sweet Home Baptist Church

. in Baker, La., was announced
- Wednesday as the first church to be
" rebuilt by the Laborers’ Intemanon-
- ai Union of North America, -

R il g e €+
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AP Assocrated Press

Feds, States, Communltres Rallled Agalnst Church Torchers

AP Photo WX113, WX114

By SONYA ROSS
" Associated Press erter

WASHINGTON (AP) =~ Seelng raclal motives in the arsonlsts but: no

conspiracy, President Clinton met Wednesday with southern governors

looking ways to stop the torching of black churches. Those

.responsible must know,’ declared North Carollna Gov Jim Hunt:

"We’re gonna get you. " C
The president, the governors and. Congress rallied federal, state

“and’ communlty pressures into the effort.

Chief executives from seven .states, police, state attorneys

‘general and members of Congress gathered at the White House to

discuss prosecutlng those who burn churches, rebuilding the ruins
and preventing future arsons. .

Officials briefing reporters sald the Cllnton admlnlstratlon
promlsed to try and arrange a fund guaranteeing up to $10 million
in prlvate loans to rebuild churches damaged by arson.or terrorism.
It also is distributing a "church threat assessment guide" to "~
help communities protect places of. worship.

- Additionally, prosecutors and police.were assured that federal

-agents would not pull rank on state and local 1nvest1gatlons ‘"The

_commitment that came out of the meetlng was that we would work’

together," said James Johnson, a351stant treasury secretary for:
enforcement. = = o

Governors emerged pledglng communlty ~based work to stop the.
fires, 1nclud1ng -formation of "church watch" groups to guard
churches much llke,"nelghborhood watch" patrols monltor
communities.. '

"There will be no holding - back We’ve got to protect the

churches,"™ said North Carolina’s Hunt, a Democrat. "The people
‘who. are committing these crimes need to understand we’'re comlng

after you. We‘re gonna get you."

The White House released a tally of 43 susplc1ous fires at
churchés in Southern states since Jan. 1, 1995, with arrests in
eight cases. The pre31dent said he did not. belleve the fires . .
resulted from a conspiracy. But he said he assumes a number of the
attacks were rac1ally motlvated "and they tend to play off of one

-another. "

"Just because they’re not connected doesn't mean there’s not ‘a
feeling there that we need to all reject together," Cllnton said.
"Whether they’re black churches or white churches or synagogues or
the mosque that was burned 1n South Carollna, we cannot - tolerate
any of it."™

As the meetlng took place, word came to general relief that the

-latest church blaze, at St. John’s United Methodist Church on

Maryland’s Eastern shore, was caused by an electrlcal problem in

.the kitchen,. not racial hatred.

. That fire came a day after an attempted arson at a white church
in the same Mississippi community where two black churches, only a
few miles apart and a: few miles'away,‘were destroyed‘almost
simultaneously the night before. : .

On: Capitol~ Hill, legislation de31gned to enhance federal
authority over attacks on places of worship coursed through
Congress. The House voted 422-0 on Tuesday to give federal i é"‘
officials more authority to 1nvest1gate and prosecute crimes

- against religious property.

The bill eliminates a $10,000 minimum property damage threshold ﬁghmTF




for 1n1t1at1ng a federal probe and changes current law to give
- federal agencies more leeway to intervene- on the basis of criminal
~acts.involving interstate commerce. The measure also allows victims
of church burnlngs to. be compensated from the Crlme Vlctlms Trust
Fund set up in 1994.

In the Senate, conservatlve Sen Lauch Falrcloth R-N.C. ,‘and
" liberal Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., jointly 1ntroduced
leglslatlon Wednesday ‘even stronger than that passed wrthout
_dissent in the House. ~

‘The Faircloth- Kennedy ‘measure would double 20 years the maximum
sentence for church: arson and extend the statute of limitations on
prosecution from five to seven years to match current law for other .
federal arson crimes. :

Like the House bill, it would make,a federal’ crime damaging
rellglous property because of its racial or ethnic character, not
merely its religious character. as now. It also would eliminate .the ..
$1O 000 property-damage threshold for federal intervention.

Clinton spelled out plans to increase the budget of the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms by $12 million to 1ntens;fy
federal efforts

’ White' House press secretary Mike McCurry ‘said the administration
"is also asking the Justice Department. to realldcate about $9.5
million from its 1996 budget "principally to 1nvest1gate each of
the arson incidents. .

' Cllnton acknowledged that the problem of burnlng churches has-
worsened in the past 18 months, despite 1nten51f1ed investigations
~and his own calls for the flres to cease. But he expressed hope for"

improvement.

o "We just need to make our .voices heard " Clinton sald. "We

need to do the right thing."

i He appealed for racial and pOllthal unity to stop the attacks,
which have persisted despite a national uproar. "There is no

""pollthS in this. We have Republicans and Democrats here. We have.

African-Americans, Hlspanlcs and WASPs and Jews'in this room,
together," he said. _

‘"It doesn’t matter what your party is or where you are
geographlcally,“ said Tennessee Gov. Don Sundquist, a Republlcan
. "We’re going to speak with one voice. Maybe for a change we’ll

have something that we’re all unlted ‘'on, and we'll ‘put an end to
this thing."

‘ Others attending the meetlng were Democrats Paul Patton,
Kentucky; Parris Glendening, Maryland; ‘and Gaston Caperton, West
Virginia; and Republicans George Allen, Virginia, and David
'Beasley, South Carolina. Florida was represented by its lleutenant

- governor, Democrat Buddy McKay.

The attorneys general.of eight states also attended along w1th
‘ Attorney General Janet Reno; Treasury Secretary Robert Rubln, Deval
- Patrick, assistant attorney general for civil rights.
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House 'Increases Federal Authority Over Attacks on Churches

‘Eds: LEADS with 10 grafs to UPDATE with meeting opens,. Clinten -
remarks, a attendance of eight state attorneys general; ‘picks up -
Sth graf, White ‘House . : ; '
By JIM ABRAMS

Associated Press erter

"WASHINGTON (AP) - With leglslatlon rac1ng through Congress to
enhance federal law-enforcement: powers, President Clinton met with
seven Southern governors Wednesday to’ outllne steps for fighting an
epidemic of. church fires.

‘Clinton said the White House session would focus on prosecutlng
_ those responsible for the fires, rebuilding the burned- -out churches
"and acting to prevent future 1nc1dents
) As he has before, Clinton said he sees no ev1dence of a natlonal
conspiracy in the burnings but he believes most have been
“"racially motivated."

‘I believe this is a place where 100 percent of Amerlcans are in
accord," the president said, ~adding that the burning of churches
represents an area "where people con51stently and pass1onately
come together."
< "We cannot tolerate any of it," the president sald
.- ."In the last 18 months it’s gotten quite a lot worse;" he

said "We. have to focus on it, and we have to speak out." '

"There is no politics in it," he added. "We have Republicans.
: and Democrats here. ... We are all g01ng to work ‘together and we
can do ‘it.™ - o :

‘Clinton Spelled out plans to increase the budget of the Bureau.
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms by $12 million to intensify
federal efforts against the fires aimed mostly at southern black
churches

- The White House said governors attendlng the meetlng were
Democrat Paul ‘Patton, Kentucky; Democrat Parris Glendening,
Maryland; Republican George Allen, Virginia; Republican Don
Sundquist, Tennessee; Republican David Beasley, South Carolina;
Democrat Jim Hunt, North Carollna, and Democrat Gaston Caperton,
West Virginia.

Representlng Florida was the 11eutenant governor, Democrat Buddy
McKay .The attorneys general of e1ght states also attended.

White House press’ secretary Mike McCurry said the administration
is also asking the Justice Department to reallocate about $9.5
million from its 1996 budget "pr1nc1pally to 1nvest1gate each of
the arson incidents.

. The House on Tuesday voted 422- 0 to glve federal’ off1c1a1s more
.authority to 1nvest1gate and prosecute crimes against religious
property

The blll eliminates a $10,000 minimum property damage threshold
for initiating a federal investigation and changes current law to
broaden federal rights to intervene on the ba51s of criminal acts
~1nvolv1nq 1nterstate comnmerce.
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The measure, which Senate Ma]orlty Leader Trent Lott, R~ MlSS

. said would be taken up sdon in the Senate, also allows v1ct1ms of
‘church burnlngs to be compensated from the Crime Vlctlms Trust Fund -

set up in 1994.

. It amends current’ law to make it a federal crime to damage

rellglous property because of its racial or ethnic character. Now,
federal violations only: apply to cases-of damage because-of the
:religious character of property. The bill applles to all- rellglous
‘property, not just black churches

“"We come here today because the nation is in crisis and the

'Asymptoms of that crisis have been reflected .in the church burnings

in mostly African-American churches,'" said Rep John Conyers,
D-Mich., a senior member of the Congressional Black Caucus ‘and

‘mranklng Democrat on the Judiciary Committee.

‘Black Caucus members are to meet on the steps of the Llncoln
Memorial today with the Laborers’ International Union of North
America and religious and human rights groups to launch a campalgn
to rebuild churches destroyed by fire. The ‘program will provide =

»flnanc1al aid, manpower and training.

At least 39 predominantly black churches, and a number of white
churches, have been damaged by fires since the beginning of last

year. In many cases arson. 1is suspected.

Fire heavily damaged a black. church. on Maryland's Eastern Shore

" early today. But. state officials said the’ fire at the St. John’s
~United Methodist Church in Berlln, Md., was sparked accidentally by
an electrical problem.

House Judiciary Commlttee Chairman Henry Hyde, R-I11., said ' -
removal of the monetary threshold for federal 1nterventlon was ‘
crucial because "spray painted swastikas on synagogues or gunshots

fired through church windows may not reflect large dollar losses,
but they are nevertheless assaults on religious freedom,"

" The Senate on Tuesday also concurred with a similar House actlon

“'last week in passing a resolution condemnlng the spate of- church
-burnings across the South. "There is no way we can: tolerate this

type of activity. We will’ express our outrage," Lott said.
. Despite the unanimous vote in the House, there was some concern

among states~rights Republicans about using interstate Commerce

language. to expand the federal role in 1nvest1gat1nq crimes, now
largely the domain of the states. "The commerce clause of our
Constitution is not infinitely elastlc," said Rep. ‘Bob Barr, R-Ga.

- "We have tod be . careful because when it breaks it wzll snap falrly

hard."
Clinton’s meet;ng thn the Southern governors follows a. trlp to

- Greeleyville, S.C., .site of one of the flre-destroyed churches, . -
. last week to stress ‘that  racial intolerance is unacceptable and the

federal government will pursue and prosecute the perpetrators of -
the flres, ‘
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-16 Attacks on Churches

'Investlgated Since 1990

E -Arson* Federal report shows rise of fires and
vandalism at ‘black structures. But figures also show .
desecratxons crossed ramal religious lines.

By ERIC HARRISON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

TLANTA—Federal investi-

gators have probed. the -

burmng or vandalization of more
than 200 places of worship since
1989, according to. f:gures

released Wednesday by the Jus-

tice Department..

The attacks were carried out in
35 states, from California to

Maine; and include desecrationsof - ‘
black, white-and Asian churches, .

synagogues and mosques.

- The- Justice" Department has

launched a. massive’investigation
into the burnings of black
churches in the South. The fig-
ures: show that. while the fre-
quencyof black church arsons has

risen starkly in the last I8

months, there are no racial.or
geographic. boundaries 1o the
plienomenon.

_ 'The list was released. after- a

summit. of Southern governors,
hosted by President Clinton. at
which the rash of black chureh
burnings. was discussed. After the
_‘meeting, Clinton said there is no

_evidence of a regionwide conspir-. -

acy to-destroy- African Amerman
places of worship:

“1 do not-believe. based on.the .

evidence I'have seen. that it is a

- conspiracy.” Clinton said. echoing .

the views of federal investigators.
“On the other hand. | do believe a

lot of these incidents are racially. - l

motivated, and they tend to-play
off-one another.”

Eighty-three of the 216 build-
ings-included on the list are des-
ignated. as African American.
slaces of worship. and six are
counted’ as racially. mixed. The
report listed six mosques and 12

' 3ynagogues..

 The list of black struetures may
be higher. Some of the churches”

that were defaced with racial

slurs, including one belonging to
the overwhelmingly black
Church of Gad in Christ denomi-
nation. are not decignated as
African American. In addition.

while many American followers :
~of Islam are black, none of the -

vandalized mosques on the list is
designated as black.

Despite the larger number of
-attacks on nonblack places of
-‘worship. independent monitors of

racial and ethnic hate crimes sayv ..

that shouldnot distract from what
they see as the clear targeting of.

" black churches for racial reasons:

Stausucal]\‘ there are far
more, white-churches than black
churcheg said Brian Levin, a

- professor of criminal justice at

Stockton College in Pomono, N.J.

Until recently, he was associate - - -

director of Klanwatch,.the arm of
the Southern Poverty Law Center
that monitors hate groups.

While the high number of white .
churches.that have burned sug-

_ gests "there might be a level of |
anti-religiousity™ in the atsons,

Levin charged that the talk of
white church burnings is "a v eiled .
attempt by people to downplay
the problem of racism.’

He also was cnucal of law

enforcement for its handling of . '
the burnmgs parucularly in the
. South.

A numbér of Southern states o
‘where high concentrations of -

these crimes occur, do not have
hate crime laws, he said. And
where the laws are on the books,

- they often are not enforced, he
said.

1 thmk it's cnmmal that the -
governors of Georgia and South.
. Carolina can show up at the White

House thh a straight face and say
they are doing everything they
can when they don’t even have a
hate crime statute on the books in
their states,’ Levm said.

“1t's aby smal,” he said. “The

‘South is the most inadequate
region of the country, as far as
~ dealing with hate crimes.

Even as the governors of Ken-
tucky, Maryland, Virginia, Ten-

" nessee, South Carolina, North

Carolina and West Virginia and
the lieutenant governor of Florida
met with Clinton and top admin- .
istration officials to discuss the.
burnings, the number of fires
continued to climb Wednesday.

St; James United Methodist
Church .in Berlin, Md., burned
early Wednesday. Officials deter-
mined that the cause was faulty

wiring. Some members dxsputed .
‘the finding. ’

In ‘addition, two black North
Carolina men were arrested
Wednesday and charged with
arson in the burning last month of
a black church, and a white teen-

age firefighting volunteer has .

confessed to another church
burning in the state, officials said.

Officials said they did not know
whether the arrests marked the

first time. blacks ‘have been =~

charged in the wave of nearly 40
black church burnings that have

" occurred in the South'since Janu-

ary 1895.

The two North Carolma men .

charged with setting the fire at

- Mount Tarbor Baptist Church in

Cerro Gordo—Rodney Bullock of
Fair Bluff and Curtis Gilbert of
Winnabow—were being held in a
Columbus County jail, said Bureau

 of Aleohol, Tobacceo and Firéarms

division spokesman Earl
-Woodham.

The church building in Cerro
Gordo, set afire May 23, was
attached to the church and used
as a school.
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[ 7 oodham said law officers .

know why the men burned
the church, but they were not
disclosing that reason. The meén

were adults, he said, but he did not. -
. know their ages. "They face a’’
maximum state incarceration of,,

up-to 59 months imprisonment if "
convicted of this crime.”

Officials in neighboring Robe-

- son County said Wednesday that

a volunteer firefighter arrested
Tuesday had confessed to torch-
ing Pleasant Hill Baptist Church.

. They said Billy Baxley, 17, who

" lived near the church in Orrum,

N.C., that has a mainly African
American congregation, would be
tried as an adult.

* In the meeting with the gover-

nors. officials discussed efforts to-
prosecute those responsible for
the fires, rebuild churches and
preventnew fires, . -
“The list of attacks on places of

worship that the Justice Depart--.
- ‘ment released is not necessarily ~ °

comprehensive, as it includes
only those in which federal
investigators became involved.”
" Florida and Tennessee tied for.
the most attacks, with 23 each. .

" Next came Texas, with 18. Three -

places of worship included on the
list were in California. - .
1n some cases where fires

. occurred, the cause was eventu-
* ally found to be accidental.

Also, in some cases where it
was a white church or synagogue

f _that was vandalized, the attack

appeared to be part of a hate
cggnpaign that also included
blacks. For example, in one 1992
Nlinois case, a white defendant

who was convicted of vandalizing -

a synagogue also had bombed a
roller rink frequented by African
Americans. And in a case In Mas-

- sachusetts, a group of skinheads

who desecrated 1wo Synagogues
were convicted on charges that
also included harassing African
Americans. - co

’ In a Kentucky case, a- white

' church was burned by mem~ °
© bers of the Ku Klux Klan. ‘
"+ The Justice Department list'in -

most cases does not offer specif-
“jes. But a review of court docu-
. ments showed that a-church in
Bowling Green, Ky., was set afire
by klan members because the

pastor was a vocal critic of the
© klan. T

4]

* “Ithink you have to Jook at the -

. -causes why the.white churches

-are being burned,” said Nelson -
- Rivers, southeast regional direc-
tor of the National Assn. for the

Advancement of Colored People.
He said it also is important to look
at the relative severity of the
attacks against black churches. ~

He noted that three churches -
were burned in_one. night in
" Barnwell County, S.C., in April—
two white and one-black. The
black church was destroyed while
. the white ones had little damage.

- While any church burning is a
tragedy, Rivers said, he believes
most of the arsons in the South,
and most of the destruction, have

. been directed at black-churches..

The Los Angeles City Council
on Wednesday added’its voice to ™ -
the chorus of outrage over the,
wave of black church burnings,
with eight lawmakers introducing
a motion to set up a donation fund
at City Hall to help the congrega-
tions rebuild. - : :

. “In.many of these communities, o
" the church has been the focal
. point for-all civic and community

activities,” reads the motion, .
‘which . will be considered by the
15-member council within, a
week. “As a result of these wan-
ton and terrorist acts against our -
most sacred places. enlire com-

. munities have been devastated.

This extends not only to the -

- physical destruction of property

but also to the growing seeds of
mistrust among neighbors who .
had previously .worked side by -
side together.”. .. ‘ o
Sponsored by Councilman

" Richard Alarcon, the motion was

seconded by more than half the
panel, including the three African
Amertican council members.”

Times staff ‘writer Jodi Wiigoren In
Los. Angeles contributed to this story.
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‘ev1dence
of racism
in fires
Two blacks held
mNC blaze

By Joyce Price

and Warren P Strobel
THE mS&INGTON TIMES

Two black men were arrested
yesterday and charged with set-
- ting a fire last month that de-
stroyed a building undergoingren-
ovation on the: grounds. of the

predominantly black Mount Tabor

- Baptist Church in Cerro Gordo,
NC

*“The building was an old school :
house:50 feet-from:the church that
was being remodeled’foruse-as an
- education facility” said Columbus.
County Sheriff Jimmy Fergusonin
‘a telephone interview yesterday.

“The church building was not

damaged”
The sheniff declined to say why.
the two men bumned. down the

building. “But this fire was not ra- .

cially motivated,” he said.
" This was not the first time black

" suspects have been linked to re-

-cent arson or attempted arson of
“black churches in the South. “We
arrested four little African-
American children, aged 12 and
under [Tuesday], for setting a fire

in a (black] church in Florence,

5.C.;” said Chief Robert Stewart of
the South Carolina State Law En- -

. forcement Division. )
The.good news, he said, is that
the fire was discovered and-extin-
guished before it could do any
damage. -

President Chmon who enter-

. tained governors of several South-
ern states at the White House yes-
terday ‘to discuss the church-fires.
-probiem, joined the growing cho-
rus of those who say they do not.

believe a national conspxracy is at
work. .

“On the other hand I do believe-

alot of these instances are racially

motivated, and they tend to play

off of one another" Mr Clmton )

said.
Vice Presxdent Al Gore, brxef-
ing reporters on the meeting’s re-

sults, said participants had dis--

cussed proposals for “catalyzing a

full-fledged, nationwide, all-out

response to this issue.”
Mr. Gore said the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, along

- with the Justice and Treasury de-

partments, would develop a plan to
combat church burnings that will

rely 'on federal, state and private

funds. One idea i is-to form “house-

of-worship watch groups” similar

to neighborhood watch groups.
Chief Stewart said his office has

investigated 27 South Carolina. -

church fires since-January 1991.
“There were 15 black churches
[burned], 10 white churches, an Is-

" lamic mosque and a church with'a

Hispanic congregation,” he said. .

“We've arrested six white men,

and now with these children, six

Afncan-Amerlcans in connection -

with the fires at Afncan Amen
can churches”

‘ John Bankhead, spokesman for N
. the Georgia Bureau of Investiga:
tion, said that office has-investi- .

gated seven church fires in the

-past 18 months, and six of the

seven were buildings of white con-
gregations.

“There was a black church
burned in February 1995, and it

“was burned by a black Juvemle, .

Mr. Bankhead said.
Alabama Fire Marshal John
Robison said a black minister was

charged in one of the 15 arsons or
- suspected arsons of black
churches that have occurred inhis

state since January 1991..The fire
in question was dehberately set at

the Antioch A:M.E. Church in Fort. A

Deposit, Ala., in September 1994.
“The pastor was upset with the

. congregation about money, she felt

she didn't get paid enough " said
Mr. Robison.

The string of nearly 40 fxres at
‘black churches across the South in

- the past 1Yz years had raised fears '

of resurgent racism. But investi-

gators suggest that few of the
blazes were sparked by racial ha-

“Some of the f ir}as are cbviously -

racist crimes,” said.Earl Wood-

ham, a special agent with the Bu- -

reau of Alcohol, Tobacco'and Fire-
arms’ regional office in Charlotte,
N C. *Many are not.” :

"His office has been investigat- -
ing church fires in Nor;h Carolina -

and South Carolina..
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Bﬂly Shawn Baxley, 17, who is .

- white; was: arrested. Tbesday in =

connection with the May 24 fire at
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in
Lumberton, N.C. Mr. Baxley, a vol-
unteer firefighter, confessed to
startmg the blaze and “said it
wasn’t racial,” said Greg Rideout,
spokesman for the North Carolma

* Bureau of Investigation.

Mr. Robison said he's investi-
gated 38 _church arsons or sus-
pected ‘arsons in Alabama since
1990 — eight of them this year —
and he’s found no evidence racial
resentments were behind any of
them.

“In 38 cases, we have not uncov-

- ered one piece of evidence to sub-

stantiate racism, and I don't think’

.- this state is. much different from
- others” that have been batthng

church fires, Mr. Robison S&ld ma
telephone interview,

“I've talked to fire mvesngators
in other states, as well asinvestiga- -

- tors at the federai level, and have
. 'found two things: The number of

black churches and white
churches burned are almost par-
allel, and with very few excep-
tions, there's not much evidence of

‘racism) .

. Mr. Robison believes a lot of the
current fires are the work of
“copy-cats,” and Chief Stewart®
agrees. The chief noted that one
day after picking up the four black
youngsters who he said tried to

. burn the black church in Florernce,

S.C., investigators . charged two
white children, ages 11 and 12,
with trying to torch a white church
in North Charleston. He said he
has to believe children are being
spurred by television coverage of -
the church fires.

So far, only one person arrested

_ in connection with any of the

church fires is known to have di-
rect ties to the Ku Klux Klan. Chief

- Btewart confirmed that Timothy

Adron Welsh, 23, one of two per-
sons charged thh bummg two
churches in South Carolina in June

- .1995 carried a KKK card in his
- wallet.

While a comparable number of
black and white Southern
churches have been targets of ar-
son.in this decade, Deval Patrick,
assistant attorney general for civil
rights at the U.S. Justice Depart- -

" ment, said that 70 percent of the

Coneé;




church fires in the iast 18 months

P

have occurred in black churches

o (m the Southeast.

U.S. Attorney Delk Kennedy in
‘Nash\ ille, Tenn., said he investi-

~gated back-to-back fires .at two

black churches in céntral Tennes-
see started by three white men —

" one of whom was seeking retribu-

tion against a black tavern owner.
AMr Kennedy said a combination of

,\’ahum and beer comnbuted 10 the
men's actions:

o
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Church F ire Acadental but Amaet PrevalL

By Donald P, Baker .
* and Charles Babington

Washingnon Post Staff Wreters

The scene on a rural road on

AMaryland s Eastern. Shore yester-

dsy morning- looked sickenirgly fa- °

" miliar: black churchgoers surveying
.their burned-out sanctuary; dozens
of fire, police and federal officials -
combing the charred ruins; televi-
sion crews jockeying for interviews,

- -. But everyone who gathered at the

slte of the 114-year-old St. John's

United Methodist Church in Berlin,

Md., knew there was a difference be-

tween what happened there and the

suspicious fires.that have: destroyed

dozens of southern black churches in
. the last 18 months,

The Berlin blaze was an acc‘dent
‘caused: by a faulty electrical socket
in the kitchen's annex.

Localfire officials had announced
their finding at dawn, federal .in-
spectors quickly, confirmed ‘it, and
media organizations had broadcast
the information, nationwide by 8:30

a:m. But in a nation gnpped by al-

" most daily reports of fires at black

 churches, the news didn't stop
hordes of paliticians and journalists

from pouring: into the comrnunity‘

near Ocean City,

Call it a sign of anxious txmes
Fires at black churches, whether ar-
son or accidental. racially motivated

- or not, are being tallied by politicians, .
activists and journalists struggling to

" keep a barometer on the racial ten-

sion behind many of the blazes. The - " -

. rush to assess.the tension—and in

- some cases to benefit from the atten-
tion focused on the fires—has some-
times made. it. du‘ﬁcuit to tell which
fire is suspected of being a hate crime
from which isn't.

I Richmond, for example, arson
investigators and members of Glo-

. rious Church of God in Chirist aren’t

sure why the church has been on .
many of the hate-crime lists being

kept by media organizations, activ-
- ists and federal officials.

-Investigators are pursmng several .

* tips that a Feb. 19 fire at the church
" was started by neighborhood teen- -

agers, and neither they nor church

" officials oon.snder the matter a hate
- crime. , -

* And the church's 897year-old pas- .
. tor, the Rev, Maude! Dillard, says

she can’t explain how the fire came

. to be included on hate-crime lists, “I

know it’s not coming from us,” she
said. “T don't want to falsely accuse, I
just read it in the paper.”

Yesterday, just before President

- Clinton met with southern gover-
© nors to discuss ways to stop the
burnings, the idea that the church in
-Marylard might be added to the list

of suspicious fires set off a scramble.
- Dispatched to the scene by Gov.
Parris ‘N. Glendenipg, Maryland

- State Police Superintendent David
" B. Mitchell told the St. John's pastor
. that “the governor told me to convey -

“ - his condolences to you.” Although by
then Mitchell and everyone else -

knew the fire had been accidental,
he told the Rev. Shirley Polk that
“we still like to be there in a time of

_ need.” 4
‘ Meanwhnle radio stations and ’
- news wire services- throughout the

region reported that the fire was
“the latest in a wave of suspicious
blazes,” even while mentioning in-
vestigators’ finding that the blaze
appeared to have been accidental.
Reese Cleghorn, dean of journal-

" ism -at the University of Maryland
" and president of the American Jour-

nalism Review, said the reactions

weren't. surprising given the ner-

vousness throughout'the country

“over church burnings. ) ‘
“It’s inescapable that a lot of these

fires were set with racist motiva-

- tions,”. Cleghorn said, *but a lot of

them have less certain derivation.”
Ordinarily, Cleghorn noted, yester-
day’s fire in Maryland would have

. been “a non-story” beyond the area
.around Berlin. :
. In Richmond, members of Glori- . -
-ous Church of God in Christ—who
.. have been meeting in a community
. center since their sanctuary

burned—say that despite.the confu-

sion_over the fire there, the atten-

a3
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" tion they’ ve recezved has had ns

- benefits. ,
One of the church's elders, Morns

Mahoney, 41, was invited to Atlanta

earlier this week to join leaders of

the Christian Coalition, who prom-

" ised to join with black church leaders

in trying to reduce racial tension.

- A tour-of several of the damaged
churches that followed included a
stop in Richmond, where represen-
tatives of the predommntly white

- evangelical organization posed for -

pictures outside the burned-out

sanctuary and pledged moral and fi-

nancial support. |
- Qutside support is especially wel-
come, said Mahoney, because the

" 60-member church does not have

enough money to rebuild its 90-
year-old stone-and-brick Greek Re-

. vival edifice. Mahoney said the

-+ church’s insurance did not cover the

©  estimated $400,000 in damages, and
the insurer refused to write a new’

policy, a condition necessary for get-
ting a loan to rebmld
Whether or not the blaze was ac-

" tually a hate crime, Mahoney said,

*it sure wasn't an act of love.”

Such attention has raised eye-
brows at another Richmond area
church. Although the church was de-
stroyed by a suspicious fire in April,

~ it has not been on most lists of

burned black churches being circu-

. lated by federal officials and the me-

The Rev. Wilson E. Shannon of

First Baptist Church-Centralia said .

that fire officials ruled arson as the

«cause of the $250,000 blaze that de-

stroyed a historic building used as a

- sanctuary until 1962, when the 800-

member congregation moved to a

- new church three miles away,

Shannon- said that about a year
ago, the letters “KKK” were painted
on the side of the older building,

" which had been used for Bible study

and special events.
He added that he pities whomever

“set the fire, not for “what we can do, ‘
or what the law will do, but what the .

Almighty will do for buxmng down a
house of worship.”-

The minister also said he worries .
that ‘the fires “appear to be polariz- .

ing the races at a time that we need

- tostand together” . =
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~ By Debbie Howlett
- USATODAY

‘RULEVILLE; Miss, — At the end -

_ ‘of & dirt road arid acres and acres

of new cotton, the Rev. S.E. Walker

says his flock is safer in the modest, .
clapboard church than . anywnere,

Jelse in town.

No matter that just a tew miles
away a black church was torched
earlier this year, or that federal in-

vestigators still don’t know who did

' ft:Oreven that the Sunfiower County

sheriff has stepped up patrols around
churches here. -
This is a refuge, Walker insxsts

" . “Naturally you are concerned,” he
sald: before services Sunday at-St.
Mary's Missionary Baptist Church.

“But these fires are the devil's work,

~and Sunday Is the Lord’s day No

harm will come today.”
For black pastors across the South,
safety Is a day-by-day concern as ar-

som:fires-at ‘black churches crop up
with increasing frequency. Nearly 40

suspicious fires in the past 18 months

are raising questions about a possible

conspiracy fueled by bigotry.. - -
In South Carolina, the black pas-

tors.association has just begun-a safe-
ty” s called Church Watch,a -
biracial, multidenominational patroi
that likely will become’ a model for’

black:churches.

“I do know there is concern out .

AN

Some- speculate. the. fire "could

" have been a prank that got out of
- hand in this uneventful town, where

“black-eyed Susans are in bloom and
er's first withering heat
‘has sléwed the pace of life to a crawl.

ostly just quiet here,” Lee said.
ere was a break-in last month at

-New Zion Mlsvsmnary Baptist.

Church, but the Rev. Joe Smith

-, blames the theft of the public ad-

"dress system on vandals trying 10
add to a stereo collection.

. “We're concerned, but we've been .
blessed,” said' Smith, the pastor at’
- New Zion for 20 years. "We {ee] pret-

ty safe around here, actually.”
- At St. Mary's Missionary Baptist. a

" mile off State Road 8 and surround-

there,” said Rose Johnson of the Cen-.

ter of Democratic Renewal in Atlan-
ta: “We sense individually churches

are beginning to. handle it in their .

own ways.” .

For 28 years, Betty Lee has attend-

- . ed'New Mount Zion Missionary Bap-

. tist Church, which was burned but

" - not destroyed In a fire three months

. ago. She is not sure racism is to -

blame. “Could have been someone
sleeping in there or something,” Lee,
69, a retired homemaker, said. g

~ The church, just outside this pre- .
dominantly black town of 3,200, isa-
. quarter mile from a boat launch at

the Quiver River where local kids

hang out.

ed by cotton and rice fleids, the

‘weekend brought only Friday choir . -
-.practice, three Saturday baptisms

‘and a lengthy Sunday service that

had the children wiggling in the -

_Dews,

Members of the congre@don of
about 50 remain unworried that they

.might be targeted next, even though ..

they suspect the fires are escalating

“A lot of it I think is just people hear- -

ing about the arsons and getting
ideas,” said member Lily Price. .
Walker's sermon didn't address
the arsons directly.
“We'te living in a troubled world.

A world where there's hate,” he said
- to a chorus of amens from the 50 or
so worshipers. “If there was, ever a -

time we needed prayer, it's now.”

Walker is not-100% sure the arson -

ﬂrs in these parts are racially motl-
vated. He wonders about, the influ-
ence of the new casino riverboats on
the Mississippi River in Greenville,

" 40 miles west. Get rid of those float-

ing dens of iniquity and all of the Del-
ta will be better off, he said.

As for his church, he doesn’t wor-
ry. “You can't be here 24 hours a
day, seven days a week,” Walker
said. “So you have got to pray. You
have got to have faith.”

w3
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By Susan Ferrechio
© THE WASHIRGTON TIMES | .

This fall, Valley View Elemen-
tary Principal Inez Sadler will fi-

nally get to fill the 17'empty chairs”

‘in her school's four classrooms for
gifted and talented students.
Atleast 20 students who wereon.
a waiting list'-for the Prince
George's County magnet school
“had been kept out because they are
black, and the seats-were reserved

for white students under a court-
ordered desegregation plan. '

The school board voted 54 Tues-

day to change that.rule, easmg the

racial quotas on the county’s pop- .- '

ular magnet-school program de-
spite the court order-

~ The move will open: about- 500
vacant slots in the county's. 53

magnet programs to black stu-

dents. With 4,100 students on wait- .. '
ing lists; these:slots won't be hard .

- to fill, administrators said.

“It's very good news,”’ sald Mrs.

Sadler, who faced the possible loss
of a teacher because of shrinking
enrollment. “I'm excited at the
prospect of having those positions
filled by students.”

But opponents said the switch
‘threatens to land the county back
in court and.cost-up:to $13 million
in state aid: for magnet schools,
while avoiding larger questions of
desegregation. -efforts in a
majority-black county.

“This says‘'that there.is no-way
to desegregate anymore,” said.
school board member Alvin
Thornton; who is black and voted
agamst the change. “I’'m not will:
mg to play around with that money
in order to put a few black school-
children into a so-called better
school”

The magnet program: was cre-
ated, in. 1985 to funneli extra re-

sources to schools in predomi-
nantly black areas andto actas a
voluntary integration. program:to
" jure white students to the special-
. ized programs in majority-black
schools. .
~ The court required a racial mix
in the program; previous county

- regulations required-that at least

9 percent of the students in a high
school magnet program and. at
least 13percentof those ina grade

school program beé white. Cur-

u;c wnslnnqtunt(,bn& o ot
PG school board alters magnet schools strategy

rently, 72 percent of the district’s f

120,000 students are black.

But even at- those levels, the
county did not have enough white
applicants to fill the magnet-
school program. There are 25,000 -
students enrolled in county mag-
net programs.

Board members voting for the

change said they are not "aban-
doning racial quotas for the mag-
net program, but rather allowing
black students to take slots that

‘would otherwise” go empty be-
cause of the Iack of wmte appli- .

cants. -

" “How ¢an ygu deny access to the

' more expensgive programs to black .
- student$?” asked board Chairman -
- Marcy Cénavan, who is white and

voted for the change. “If there are .

- people who believe you should cut

‘out that money because we are let-

_ ting 500 kids into that program,
shame on them.”

Voting with her in favor of the
measure were. board members
Beverly K. Beander, who is black,
and Suzanne M. Plogman Cather-
ine M. Burch and Verna Teasdale,

~who are white. Opponents in-
cluded Mr. Thornton and board
members Frederick C. Hutchin-
son and Kenneth E. Johnson, who
are black, and Thomas R. Hender-

shot who is white. . .
* . Mrs. Canavan said the change

"13 just a very minor modification
of the total plan.”

But state lawmakers — who ap-
proved an extra $13 million in
magnet-schoal aid for the county’s
desegregation efforts — may seeit
differently.

~ “If the underlying basis for the .

magnet schools is put into ques-

_ tion, then I think that there's going

‘tobe some question about the need
by the state to continue funding

them,” said state Delegate Howard -
B Rawhngs, Baitimore city Demo-

crat.

“If the court order becomes.
moot, then the General Assembly

would have to ask, is the state still
obligated to continue funding the
magnet schools?” asked Mr. Raw-

lings, chairman of the House Ap- . '

' proprnanons Committee.

7‘*

But Sen Leo E.' Green ‘Sr,

_Prince George's County Demo—

crat, said the county delegation
‘will fight to retain the funds in the
1997 session of the General As-
sembly. As long as the court

. agrees to the changes, the money

will likely be appropriated, he
said. :
. “I think the court will go along
thh it Mr. Green said. “If the
court says 'we can't do it, then

- ’they 1l tell us what to do At least

we're moving.”

The board’s attomeys will notify
the US. District Court in Balti-
more of the changes within two -
weeks, school officials said. That
court ordered the county’s orig-

--inal desegregation plan in 1973

and approved the magnet program

. in 1985 as an alternative to the bus-

ing it had ordered earlier.
. Since it was approved, the mag-

" 'net school program has grown to

include 16 themes, including Mon-

" tessori, science and technology,

language immersion and perform-
ing arts.

Students in most programs are
chosen by lottery, but some pro-
grams, such as the one for gifted
and talented students, require stu-
dents to be tested before they are
admitted. That requirement will
not change under the revisions to
the magnet programs racial quo-

_ tas.
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-Arson dam

“The amount of arson damage

. Danageln Sanhem
'18‘95.?0July4.|
. State
Tennesses -~ 8
" -South Carolina . 10
: Toxas .
+| 7 Viglhla
Migsissippi A
.North Caroling . 8
Georgia
N ‘AmansasA .

through July 1, 1896, .
 Insurance will cover 48% of’

‘touadcdwmlnm&xm
has gince

damagomm1
lankacbywhldanupe.
. Avemw .
J\rsons damage . damage
$269,375
"~ $115,300 -

age per church" $102 035

} ey,

stms

MO&AW\'M

from . mvedsomany!ocalmidem
that the cammualty is raising -

$100,900 church.

»+ . The new church will be

* made of brick. It will have a

bathroom, & paved parking lot,

a wheelchalr ramp, even alr-

against the Alabama summers.

E “We appreciate all that is be-
- 'ing done for our church,” says

" theRev,LC. Peuway.morot

New Liberty Baptist Cly

. By improving the chmm
-the community considered it-
self as making a statement. .

. “We not anly want to build
‘the .structire of .the church

. back, but we want it to become

.. & stronger church and reach -
ptist- joutlomorepeople!nlhecom

2 “many
‘and!.he publicity surrounding
: emhavebeenapdsmdfor
e churches. .. "¢ .
Mg.ny churches were. old
rundowa. with" congrega- -

. ‘munity,” says Ed Livingston,

.executlve vice president of

! R: th Trust Bank whosetup a
estroyed by arson Feb.28. ©  fund athis bank for the church. ,

:old wooden church;  Some churches are relocat-.

i  ing trom isolated areas to main

ha ‘Electri- . roads 50 they're less vulners-

 cal wiring wassoold thata fuse  ble to arson. Others are adding
was taken-out after each ser -rooms for classes or daycare.

vice 1o prevent fire.

St In, Greenville, Texas, plans
But the c.hurch's dmc:ion

Lq renovate the century-old

monextorebuﬂdamdem >

" “conditioning to compete -

prayer: The Rev. LC. Pettway Edetngston
SGMTWMWWMW Maﬁm

Churehnfthax.!vingsodwe:e -mitiee. *The :church was In
started before a fire in June
caused $50,000 in dai
The congregation decidedto  The charitable groups
" build a new $300,000 structure mpporﬁveonhechumhsim-
with classrooms . for Sunday . proving their-condition. -
school, 8 parking lot, | a-court- The Natlonal Council-of
yard and a nleer Churches has raised $8.7 mil-
“We're not bui!ding a lion, more than any other
shrine,” sald Chris Kilmer, p.. So far, it's distributed
dmlrmano!thebxmdlng.cpm— Hmllnonmuchnrches.
N B . £

_ tieed of repair before the fire.

ck ‘churchés

The churches have been
humble in asking for money,
said Carol Fouke of National
Council of Churches, Most un-
derestimated their need,

Building codes and other
regulations ‘make building
churches more expensive lo-

.| day. Also, the National Council
wants all the churches 0 have
central heating, indoor pfumb-

ing and parking lots.

“We're not talking extrava-
gant. We're talking basics,”
Fouke says.” -

The National Council’ also -

wants churches to install alarm
systems and, in some cases, se-

- curity cameras. “We're not just -

rebullding, but we're making

sure they don't.burn down

again,” Fouke said.
Insurance pays only to re-
place the damaped church, not

toimprove it

:“That's fine for them to Te-
build bigger and better but in-

. surance isn't for that,” says Pat

Moreland of Church Mutual In-

surance Company, which' in-

sures 63,000 churches.
Private donations, helped by

" afew bank loans, are financing

the expansions.

Dozens of groups are raising
money to rebuild black
churches, -After winning the

' Olympic gold medal in basket-

ball, the “Dream Team” donat-
ed their prize: $15,000 each.
Some money of the surplus

* money. will go to rebuild .

churches outside the South or
to churches that were victims
of other hate crimes.

"The Nationa! Council of
Churches has set aside 15% of

. lts money for programs to im-

prove race relations.
A USA TODAY investigation
published in June found o wide

variety of motives behind the .

‘firez. Most were unsolved. Only
8 few were clearly racial.

A white volunteer firefighter
is charged with burning New

. Liberty Baptist. Race is not be-

leved to be & motive.

Livi
sarted
church in part to send a mes-

" sage that black churches are

not burned with impunity in

the South anymore. The re- -

sponse to his fund-raising effort
was generous, he says.

“Its amazing — ali the bad
associated with what beppened
and all the good that came
from it” he says. |

, & white banker, '
¢ effort to rebuild the
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et


http:InsI;a.lI
http:Ialki.ng
http:Ialki.ng

Q;lpz Ni 'w _ 101'1\ umes o
hurch Fires Prompt Groundswell of A id

By THOMAS J. LUECK'

Iut‘al South has prompted a ground-
Jswell of relief efforts and public pro-
t,es; by New York City area charities,
rs of the: clergy and civil
*cights:groups.

tﬁ‘m has taken many forms, inclutling
*
}
' F?I;i’nsh, Christian and Hispanic

tgaoups anda’ rally by rehgious lead—
ers:

Jlirport to Tennessee, an anti-bias

“In a perfect world. this might’

“have happened sooner, but it has only
been over the last 30 days that the
attention of the nation has focused

sharply on this problem,” said Ste-

‘phen M! Johnson, president of Ameri-
cares, ascharity: based in New Ca-
naan, Conn., that flies medical sup-
plies to vlctims of war and natural
disasters around the world. The cur-
rent wave of burnings began making
headlines more than six months ago.

Americares received, from two

anonymous donors,.$1 million to help

rebuild Southern churches. And it did
so with a flourish.

The organization flew five pansh'
ioners from the burned churches to
New York so they could be present at
Kennedy Airport on Wednesday,

when a DC-8 was loaded with three "
50- by 60-foot prefabricated ' struc-

tures and 38 new pianos. The plane
was bound for Memphis, with its

cargo to be used by burned-out con- .

gregations across the South.
Outrage over the burnings ap-

pears to be strengthening local ties

between Christian, Jewish and civil

+4 rash of church arsons in the

~-$nce Wednesday, the local reac- nghts movement, %
‘glﬂrllft from Kennedy Internation-. .S

paign that brings together black, .

- An effort to help
-black churches has

echoes of the civil

rights groups. For instance, a cam-
paign called Bias Watch was initiat-

- ed jointly In Manhattan on Thursday
" by the National Council of Christians

and - Jews, the  Anti-Defamation
League, the National Urban League
and the National Counci! of La Raza,
which represents Hispanic people.

Leaders of the four groups, saying .

that the church fires were only a

< symptom of a broader problem, said

they would combiné resources to
combat bigotry in many forms, in-
cludmg racist statements made on

. radio talk shows, segregated housing

and social activities on college cam-
puses and police brutality

“We want Latino kids in the Bronx
‘to see it in their interests to speak out

" when a synagogue is defaced in Los

Angeles,” said Raul Yzaguirre, pres-
ident of the National Council of Raza.

Abraham H. Foxman, national di-
rector of the Anti-Defamation
League, .said, “The last time we
came together like this was 30 years
ago,” referring to the civil rights

" crusades unleashed after three civil

rights workers were killed in Missis-
sippi.

And while the four groups offered
few details about how they would

-carry out their campaign, they have

43026

-3/

received financial support from one
company, the ‘Monsanto Corporation,

"and said they would seek contribu-

tions from others. ~ |
Monsanto, based in St. Louis, smd

" it had contributed $250,000, and

asked its employees and suppliers to

‘contribute $500,000 more, with the
.~ money to be split evenly between
“" construction

work - on - burned
churches in the South and the Bias

‘Watch campaign,

On Friday, the Baptist Ministers

Conference of Greater New York,a -

group of 475 clergymen, and radio
station WLIB said they would work
together to raise money for the
burned-out congregations. o

Officials of the Simon Wiesenthal,
Center sald they would offer their
Internet site and a toli-free telephone
line to anyone who wanted to report
evidence of a hate crime.

And the Rev. Al Sharpton organ-
ized a rally involving about 100 cler- .
gymen and church members from
New York and New Jersey that was
intended to pressure government of-
ficials to. investigate the church
burnings more aggressively, and call
on state and Federal lawmakers to -
adopt more severe penalties for ra-
cially motivated arson.

“This is domestic terrorism,” said
Mr. Sharpton, who also plans a can-
dlelight vigil tonight in Harlem to

protest the church burnings. *“Our.

concern is that by raising money to
rebuild these churches people are
taking the easy way out,” he said. “I
would rather see the money used for
rewards to catch arsonists and brmg
them to justice.”
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Posszble ArsoriAttack Dm’tl)anqm Integmtwmst somt ofM
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. By Melissa FayGreene
Special to The Washington Fost

. PINE LAKE, Ga.

twasaswe&etmgj:me night and
i1 70 congregants began to gather in
the brick fellowship hall to make

original sanctuary of their church, Pine
' Lake. Baptist, 10 miles east of Aﬂantn.
burned to the ground.

White, Republican, Southem-bom,
" middle-class, middle-aged and older,
most were flabbergasted to think they

...might have joined the ranks of rural =
black arson victims interviewed on the

" nightly news. Now some had had their
names in the paper for the first time

. since birth, and those who had turned up

" on the local television news were gently
teased about how they'd looked and
sounded. They served themselves a din-
per of ham, squash and coleslaw on paper
plates and then found seats facing front
as their interim minister, the Rev. Randy
-Mullis, approached the podium.

"A tall, thin, jaunty man with a broad - '
forehead, silver temples and rectangular .

silver eyeglasses, he had been sum-
- moned out of retirement two months
earlier to serve Pine Lake. Seventy-

_sevenyearsafage,helookseasﬂyadecf

ade ymmger He began the meeting by
encouraging the congregants to pray for

their pastor search committee. “The .
. easiest way to get rid of me is to .

-“pray for this committee to get its work
done,” he said to general laughter,
and someone shouted back, “We’ ve

" been praying fof them to slow dovén!"- )
“Kathleen ‘and I are celebrating 45 - »
years in the ministry this month,” he

said, turning to the subject of the fire.
“Byt after 45 years, never have we expe-
nenced anytmng to liken to thxs We've

lence.
senseoftheeventsthathadcaﬂe'

% Two days earlier, at 2:45 am., the

- down the aisie.” She was crying now. “That

pare: <. \q(al

' PAGE : B\
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hadbadstcrmWe‘vehadmechmd:,lservedmamg

: m.mhawmdaﬁnmﬁvem&nmmm

one unusual experience.” The congregation listened i mAn-
] believe the Lord said: ‘Reverend Mulkis; get 6n over to

"Phelake.Weregmngtobavemethmgtnhappm."
_Then the audience laughed.

Hemnagedﬂmnmmnthebuﬂdmgmwhetm
them, and they took turns standing and coming to the front
to tell stories, as at a wake. Ope woman remembered the
carpet they'd been able to acquire and lay in the oid building:

*The Lord gave us almost-brand-new carpeting,” she said,
i'and:twasmprmygoodahapeandituvedmformny

years.”
S ‘Wboebehasasweetmmydmehﬁkﬁng dlike
to-share? asked the 'minister. - M

‘Assam&ymmayarmynﬁlmw said an older .

waman, “my father was not a Christian when we joined this
dmch.}iewam'tswedmtﬂlwasammgu' A lot of peo-
ple had been praying for my dad—he was & good man and a
great man, but he hadn't been saved. It was the last night of

_revival, and they were singing the last song, and it was ‘Why

Not Tonight?” When they got to the last verse, my dad went

SANCtIATY Was
close and dear to our heart and always will be. We must pray

‘ ;fc_xwh.oever»didﬁﬁsmmhmhgto‘God’sho\m,max

Pine Lake Baptist Church, 95 percent white, does not fit
the profile of the more than 40 churches recently torched in
the arson epidemic; 70 percent have been Southeastern
black churches. But it a less noticed but no less

- insidious aspect of the racist climate: attacks on white
. dnn‘dmthataremﬂxeprmdmhmmmydeeegmgat

Inﬂ:elQSOsand "60s, homemade bombs destroyed hun-
dreds of targets, especially black churches, homes of black
ministers, synagogues and integrated schools. The current
church burnings, devastating black churches and integrated
ones, seem part of a similar effort to turn back the clock to
Jim Crow time: Blacks are warned to stay in their place,

A thmsarewamedmttomn.

whxte-steepledﬁnehkeBaphstpre&d&m ,
anmzermalsoaffemgspeedboats, gas, Yama-

has and emission inspections. For most of its history, the
church gave truth to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr’s

scathing accusation that the most segregated hour in Amerni-

,cawasllodod:&mdaymmg In the durch’s glosay

brochimre (“If you're locking for a place to serve

promotional
the Lord, look no further”) the faces are all white. And to .
‘look 3t these good people—affable, slow-talking men on

oY
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mmmmaummmm

aply dressed.women on-wham it. doesn't—is to imagine
- they might be the sort- who would choose to worship in a
mirror-image world of fellow white Baptists.

Buat at the June IQMowahmmwm&bh&famﬂms
St meme andd ate. dhnesr among
mmmmmmwgom
. They megresdof 3 new wave of younger church members, in-

cindirg a dozen famaican and African American families, ac- .
" tively recruited by Pine Lake in the last several years. That -

‘the numbers are 50 tiny is evidence of how halting progress
mbe;stm.d)elﬂy-wmecamﬂmmdunsﬂmsmd-mn-
ber Southern Baptist congregation has undeniably altered. ’

Totrymunderstmdthsmgregaummtobegmto:

g how teroadly the: South has changed since racial terrore
s faat figured prominently in the. national news. That the

qnhmcddnmbﬁmhmbnemﬁmﬁrmbamd .«

, tsto—have | b ‘ ,
-+ constituencies. That this type of church, once the backbone .

dwwmmmmm
‘has shifted underfoot. -
Kathieen Mullis, the pastor’s wife, put it succinctly, *If
what’swamngformemaﬁmenfundnoﬂmgwm
Bm,?mmmsoml‘mmaested. :

Yoo Bad Oid Days L
mmmdmw@mmdmmaap-

. tistiz-about as bad as it gets in America, for the minuscule-
Georgii' community- of Pine Lake, population 850; bies next -

doar to the town of Stone Maumtain, And in the heart of
Stone Mountain looms the largest granite outcmm
North America, Stone Mountain itself, site of the of
the Invisihle Empire, the Knights of the Ku Kx Klan, .
On Thanksgiving night 1915, 16 men climbed a rocky
trail to the dark, smooth summit and swore their allegiance
toﬁxei(hnbyﬁ)ehghtdahummgmﬁarmmbexsm-
" chuded-the self-named “Knights of Mary Phagan,” '
pants in the lynching of Leo Frank, a Jewish pendil
menager accused in'1913 of the rourder of a Chiristian white

. chikd, Mary Phagan. With crowds outside the courtbouse -

screaming “Hang the Jew!” the defendant was quickly con-
victed and sentenced to death, Privately convinced of
Frank’s innocence, Gov, Joln M. Slaton in June 1915 com-
mdndmt:edergynm::mform " P sy
a two state supreme court jus-

tices and an ex-sheriff, stormed the prison farm, abducted

Frank and lynched him. ‘
‘ Smnedthesenmmmtatﬂ:erebmhdthe g

KKK the following and were among the sign-

Thanksgiving,
etsdmeKulﬁthlandmrtergrantedbyﬁ:esmted‘

Georgia that December.

By 1925, menanonalmemhushmdmexulﬂmiﬂm;
mmhaedSnﬂhm.TbelSﬁOOOmbmmGeorgmm—

. chuded county and city officials, law enforcement officers, a
. governar and a state supreme court justice, Between 1890

 and 1940, Georgia frequently Jed the nation in lynchings,
with a total of 450, mostly of African American men.

On the face of Stone Mountain, hikenesses of the heroes of =~ -

the Confedéracy are carved: Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jack-
. son, Jefferson Davis. A Southern Mount Rushmare. A family

namedeableomeownedﬂxemmmtam.gxewru:hpavmg.
and became .

. Atlanta’s streets with the granite they
- the first family of Georgia’s KKK. James “Jimmy” Venable

served not only as mayor of the town of Stone Mountain, but

“‘also as imperial wizard of the National Knights of the Ku

Khux Klan from 1963 to 1987. For half a century he hosted a .
" Klan rally anda‘owburmngmormthemwntzmmthm

Wa]hn&dxstanmoitheBaphstchmdx,everyLaborDay

' ‘People Like You and Me

. The town of Pine Lake was built in the 1930s as a resart -
for well-to-do- white Atlantans. Its narrow blacktopped

B oldebimers, and were

" I've lived here 11 years and I've had no sense of it." .

~ grade, participa
Workmen and Not Ashamed)

saeetsa!lnmdownhﬂl.m@pm,wwardthemy‘ '

w:nmmgandfahmghhe.'ﬂ;efwmmﬂmhmgabws.
- " in various peeling shades of pastel, now house families year

mmdwbnsehdscoastﬂ:mbibesdowuwﬂ:ehkehhzy,
secluded, buggy summer afternoons. A mile away, gridlock-

- ed American drive-thru e trives oo Rockbridge Road,
. where Pine Lake Baptist its, . | v
MMymdPhnhke,MhSumyBamﬁvedM

cabosamd he out, of the
ag;;dmte, points %

" Khux Klan. The mayor is a bearded, heavyset

ly forties with salt-and-pepper hair and an Alabama drawi; he

mmmmammmmi

topblackReebok&
Jmaans,hﬁgermandﬁmmamﬁmmmmﬂ'

" Jeshians moving into Pine Lake and Stone Mountain, he ob- - -

aetvea,‘lgmssthey'remtpeopleﬁbeywandm
“Race, gender and sexua! preference is 3 non-issue in Pine

Lnlne, be says. “It’s a non-issue. We're about quality of life,

Wereanp:deammlpeoplehere.Wempsydxiom
truck drivers and a whole slew of artists. I'm not going to

- hide from the white supremacist —Pine Lake deeds
" used to read, ‘Sell only to persons of race.” But

Stuckey is a freefance audio and video producer whose cli-
" ents during the past 10 years have included the Martin Lo-
.~.ther King Jr. Center for Noaviclent Social

. Change. Stuckey
" was chosen to be the technical producér and director for the

events involving Nelson and Winnie Mandels’s visit. A mem-
-ber of Pine Lake he turns to the subject of church-

Baptist, , '
- burning: “What do I think of it? I think these people are cow~ -

- ards trying to be bullies. You have a right to your political.

be)nfs,asmmhmlmayahhm'whatyousay,m&mkiy I~

mldcmmdermea:mebaammﬁeﬁmtomw
Hxsfeehngsarecmﬁrmedbyblackdnn'chmembers.“We
have met people at Pine Lake Baptist who, believe it or not,

" are colorblind,” deiennStevms.asdtwammﬂtant

-and native of Jamaica whose family joined
years ago. “They’ll say they weren’t raised to be racist. |
knowﬂnt‘smtmﬂyso,b\nthey'mmemw'
Msamhﬁ’edmﬂxmnalpeop\esaym&‘Wemm
todothenghtt!nng. and that core is growing.

“lthmkﬂwykmdnedmwdomﬂneempmteﬁms,::

Stevensamd.“Wegavemandm&

- swthfmeewYorkdneymmmdMPheL&“

'Dotheythmkxfldrh’tﬁelwebmehe:eﬂnt!’dhavere-,
,mmedforawm:dvm&' :
. i+ “We wanted to minister to the cormmmumnity,” sdeharlotteu
" - Davenport, a trim, blood, vivacious church volunteer. “We -

.chose to reach out to the community—that’s our mission

- statement. We saw children with no way to comie to church, -

90 we sent buses to their apartment complexes and invited
them.Wbmymrmhdrechﬁdrm,ymrmchtheadnﬂm.
About 50 to 60 children, in kindergarten through sixth

te every week in the AWANA (Approved

and learning time. Perhaps 60 percent of the children are

- g!;ck,reoentlytheycoﬂectedmmeyforachamymm
L. bwe, ,
AWANA was housed in the original, 4&year—oldwoodenn

church buikding. Renovated and decorated with child-size fur-

~ . npiture, this is the structure just destroyed by fire. The newer
- red-brick office building, fellowship hall and sanctuary were

" saved by firefighters, .

The majority of Pine Lake Baptist members seem to be-
-Beve that outreach to black famibes arises, as.Davenport
sa:d,&omthec}mrchsumontommxstertotheoommmn-

CL’)

manmhseu\-f .

Program, a Bible—basedphy.

(Y
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Mamrmfmm&g-wmmmmﬂchwmrg .

‘ ty."wnmanewmmlrynnvsmmmmmebodggom
- and invites them to church,” said Roanie Peters, a friendly
.. oider congregant. “Black, white, doesn’t make one hit of dif- *
. ference, they become part of the church family.” .

- &,mmmahnﬂamﬁwdmmaﬂmnﬂ.’ ‘

interracially; alll on: the' grounds ‘of this Southern Baptist
. chmreh in the shadow of the KKK's former stronghold.

Maybe. But the fact is that the world surrounding Pine -

- Lake Baptist is changing. For a church, any church, to main~
tain the necessary number of dues-paying members requires

Kalb County lying outside the ity of Athanta—inchuding ar- .

eas like Pine Lake and Stone Mountain——show a growth in
the populstion of “blacks and other races,” from 26 percent
dﬂtﬁmnmsommar!yﬂpamhw%,m&ng
© At Regions] Commssion. ‘Raoidly i :

ic and foreign-born

upecale : -professional workplaces.
pressing issue for the all-white churches has been: Do we

" stay? Do we go? And if we stay, what wil we ook Hke? -+ <

Thie Numbers

Not all the white chiirches have thade decisions like Pme

mmmﬂymmmmmﬂmd
" colar, *¥ & congregation is: 90 percent white and 10 percent
black, you're.fine, you're welcome, they think you're splen-
did people,” eaid Gleon Stevena. “But if the mumbers hit

V«vm.mll?ﬂ'the'chwchiszdfm'hgahftdbkﬁ

wmmwmlmmmm

‘white churches in the area an the market. Two have been = -
" .- purchased already by black congregations, the third is look- -
oo mgforgbuyer” - -t R

_ Stevens believes that fear is the motivating factor inspir-
*ing old-time white congregations to pull up their stakes;
. Same move to new locations, some. simply fokl. “What is

fear? he asked. “It’s the perception that your comfort zone
_is going to be disturbed. If the style of worship they hok
" dear begins to erode, it no longer feels hke their church.” .

The Rev. Mullis has observed the firsthand.

phenomenon .
“When I started at Rainbow Park Baptist,” he said, “I looked
out over a sea of white faces with a_couple of black faces -

~ here and there. I thought to myself, if I stay here, someday
I'm going to look out over a sea of black faces with a couple

of white faces, and that's exactly what happened. There was .

a very affluent community next door to the church,
$250,000 homes. Black lawyers, doctors, principals, profes-
“sors, [IBM executives bought the houses and joined our
* church. The white people moved out a few at a time,

" - *“This one, their children were raised, they wanted a
smaller home; that ane, moving to a suburb narth of the city.

I pever heard from anyone, Tm moving to get away from

the blacks.” The church hovered for a time at 60-40 white-

* “Raimbow Perk voted to stay there and minister to the

You'll find nothing but genuineness and sincerity here.” .

But Pine Lake’s black membership hasn't even hit 10 per-

“cent yet. Almost no one’s comfort zone has been ruffled, Will
the Pine Lake whites hold on if black numbers increase?

- Around Atlanta, ooe finds a few white congregations who
. have hung in there, have welcomed black members without
. bidding farewell to white. Some successfully blended church-

-es approach the different prayer styles and different chair’

" styles of their members by offering a smorgasbord of
choices. A more staid, more “white” style of worship will be

scheduled, say, at 10 o'clock; a more participatory, more -

“black” style at 11. With in-house diversity, membership

numbers grow and white flight is not triggered even by a

50-50 racial balance.

© . *My bez gone out to those churches that have been
. burnt,” said Associate Pastor Jase Brooks, who looks like a

"~ “t’s probably a random act by kids” declared Ra jm' Caah'

- angiﬁdm'mammm:mher : byhrk,‘ : . N
. “1don't totally agree with it being racial—I don’t befieve

~ .,malhos&]:tycqﬂdbe‘d:emseh&re,’KathleeuMuﬂis‘d-‘

'Fmel..akemcemlywasshgieduit_mﬂlepapets_ for be-
ing back”

clean-cut college kid. “It never even crossed my mind
; i eva y that

“If this turns out to be an act of terrorism,” said Rev. Mk

A"H&“teﬁytbinmﬂgnmaagewﬂlmahe‘msid;at :

hing : st building,

" . . nington used to stay up all night Saturday night to warm the

e e

o lated a story | his younger days that tickied .
hnn:“Onemghtyaewerehavhgm'dogsforthermgpeo--

, an older congregant.

a big pot of water an top of the stove. Some-

had
times when you boil hot.dogs, you know, the color will come
out and float up to the top. Well, one young lady walked by

vm“Andshesaid,‘Ingver_hadanybefore,butitmdns'

MM"

l.aterjhnDa?e:xpoxt,Clmriot;e'shusband;got up. “When -
crowd on 2 hot night into a room built . )

you had 300 people
forlso.youhadwhatweusedtocaﬂfeﬂows}ﬁp,”hesaidto

much laughter. “We had 30 foot-stomping minutes of music
© - évery week for 17 years. The memories we treasure are not

so much about the : but about the \
each other.” place, though; but 2 mam

"V",Man?mtheaudimcewerefedfyed'bynow,md!ﬁs.
o wm'ds'rangme.lnﬂrem.anside,apmsdhﬁd’mgm '
'stoodmwmchtl_xeirlatemqﬂm'sa:dfaﬂmsandsib&xgs

hgabwﬂaﬁnearm,’Davmpmeand.‘mebabtythsis_

3
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mdﬁrstsweeﬁwtsmmexownyumgerselvesandthen’
children had prayed and sung and aut up. It was a radially in-
tegrated crowd that stood at the end of the evening and held
hands, for the younger black families had joined the older
white to mourn the old building. They mostly sat quietly to
listen to the memories of a sanctuary they'd never known.
Perhaps Pine Lake was burned-—as the integrated
schools were bombed in the 1950s—becatise it had desegre--
gated. But the people lung on to each other, their eyes shut

in prayer, It was not about a building, or about race, but' -

ahmtpeopledmwmgtogaheranddmsmgtocalldmz-

© gelves a family.

' ~~Ma:md-centuo

Melissa Fay Greene’s most vecent book is “The Tmﬂc
Mag'ﬁemqwhmwpmmmm& -
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_dssms most arsomsts

By Debbie Howlett
USA TODAY.

- COLUMBIA, Tean. — They got

blasted that weekend, the three of
them. Six cases of beer and a fist-
ful of Valium will do that.

The more they drank, the mad-
der they got.

Robert Lee Johnson said he
was being cheated in the back-
room card game at the Sweety
Peety, a black-owned juke joint.

Michael Jett complained his daughter had run

_off to Knoxville with a black man — a pimp, he
called him. Mark Jett agreed: Blacks needed to
be put in their place. -

With their rage at full boll on Super Bowl Sun-
day night in 1985, the trio decided to soak an
eight-foot pine cross in kerosene and burn it in
. front of the Sweety Peety. One thing led to anoth-

er. Bytheumethesunmse,twommlblack

. churches were charred from the
Molotov cocktails the men had
" .crafted from empty Budweiser
. “beer bottles. .

© “It's a hard thing to explain,”
said Johnson, 33, sobered up and
confrite before the federal judge
about to sentence him to 37
months In prison. “I know I was in
the wrong I know that making
crosses and bombs, that's a terri-
bie thing to do.. Idmmbad

> dreams about that” -

Johnson and the Jetts, who are cousins, were: -
the first men convicted under federal civil rights .~

‘law for one of the 66 suspicious fires at Southern
' black churches in the past 18 months

.DATE: 7’/' 7C

vP'AGE: /)‘?’

-

On Friday, USA TODAY reported that there
mmeﬂdenceofanaﬁona!ormgionalcon—
spiracy behind the grsons. Many fires are

hate” crimes, but many are not
Churches burn for a variety of rea-
. sons, including teen-age vandalism,
. derangement and insurance fraud.
"+ " In one-hird of the cases where ar-
rests have been made, the suspect
has been black.
Today, USA TODAY looks at the
six cases of church fires in the 19903
~- in which federal charges of racially
motivated arson have been brought
or are being considered. .
The six cases involve 14 men — all
- 'white — and the burning of 11
churches dating back to 1981.
Twelve of those men have been con-
" victed under the 1968 federal civil
. rights law. The other two are in jail
. awaiting trial on state arson charges
-while federal prosecutors prepare
civil rights charges against them.
The men have no known connec-
tions' to each other. They are all
. white, but there is no. conspiracy
_ here. Only background, prejudice
and circumstance link them. The
men's stories bear striking similar-
ities — tales of hard. lives and sim-
mering resentments;, of rage and
flames in the night And in some
' cases, contrition and shame, .

9
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Arson defendants .
young, white and. poor-
'1iSA. TODAY: visited the: rl:mmef-
. tovmsof the convicted and ag¢-
cumed a;:mnsw. examined-
osart records in every cise
and interviewed: family ‘mem-
bers, - police, prosecutors and
-defense: lawyers. From this, a
clear pattern emerges, 'I'he are
son defendants were:
. . Less educated. Only four
of the 14 hed graduated from.
' mgﬁ school. s
b Poor. Halt were  unen -

.. ployed. The others held low-

paying jobs such as working in -
a fish market or doing un-. .

" skilled construction work.
* » Young. Ten of the 14 were
. 17 to 23 at the time of the
church burning. Half of the 14 -
“lived at home. . o
» Rural residents. Most -
-lived in very rural areas, gen-
erally cose to the cburches 4
they targeted. -
» Not career. crlmlnals S
‘Noae had previoas felony con-
victions, although. a: few had:
misdemeanor arrests or run- - -
ins with authorities as juve-
niles. Three cases had links to .-
racist groups; three did not

» Drunk. Most were drinking al- .~

. cohol heavily on the night the
.-.churches burned. Several had been
' mostly marijuana. -

“They'd been drmking. but that's

no excuse,” says the Rev. Alvin An-
. derson, pastor of the Friendship Bap-
tist Church, one of the two churches
burned by:Johnson and the Jetts.

“Sometimes drinking just makes us -

brave enough to do what we've al-
ready got in our hearts to do.”

It's not easy to understand what is

- in each of these men's hearts. All 14
refused to be interviewed.
Twelve are still in custody. Some

" of them, as well as prison officials,

expressed concern about possible re-

taliation from black.inmates if their '

crimes became known.

“My utmost COnCern now is to iet.

this all die down in order to survive

in this place,” Mark Jett told USA "

" TODAY in a short, hand-written let-

ter trom federal prison in Beckley, = .
. W.Va. “I would like to ‘set the record .

straight’ but to do it now is like sign-
ing my last will and testament. May-
be you can understand?’ . .
© USA TODAY informed the US.

Bureau of Prisons that this story

" would appear today. The bureau said -

it would take precautions to ensure
' the safety of the inmates.

. The two men who have completed

their sentences have found jobs and

. married since being released 13

months ago. Kenneth Coats and Per-

ry Moore were convicted of burning - - .

three black churches near Watson,
Ark., in 1991: Oak Grove Baptist, St

James Baptist and Love Rest Baptist. -

“ljustwanttoputntallbehmd ’
_me,” said Coats, a tall man who has
. opened a fish market in Dumas, Ark.
" He declined to say more. T

Stillitwaspmbletogeanins:ght
" from the men's own words in trial ’
c curdsandintervlewswiththoaewho

: knewthembest. . .

High school hate:

' The white supremacists

John Jason Bakenhus was a cast-
of in Clarksville, Tenn. . .~ .
. Hedidn’tﬁtinatClarksviue High
School. So he and a friend, Charles
Neblett, formed a supremacist
group, Aryan Faction, and recruited

- middle school and high school stu-

‘dents as members. -
“Most of the kids that were ln the

.- group were just, you know, all a.
B ,bunchof,lgu&loners...lgucssl
was the head kid,” Bakenhus saidin’

- court. . “Everybody was alone and
didn't have anyone to, you know,
have a fun time with.”

At first, Aryan Faction members
spray painted graffiti on buildings.
Then they scalated to assaults on

" black neighbors’ homes, firing bird- .

shot from a shotgun at one home and
lobbing Molotov cocktails made
from Jim Beam whiskey bottles at

- . -another family whose children were .

schoolmates of Neblett’s.

On Aug 18, 1994, they set fire to

'Benevolent Lodge :#210,.a_meeting-

hall in nearby Adams often used for
‘Baptist services by blacks. They
spray painted “AF strikes again” and’

““Niggers leave or die” on the walls -

before dousing the place with kero-

sene. After torching it, they ran
- away, whooping and hollering. - - -

Three days later, Bakenhus was

" arrested. His car reeked of kerosene,

police said.
Neblett, then 18, was a lanky p:tch-

. er. who. was supposed to start college
- on a baseball scholarship the day af-:

ter his arrest. He drove a truck that
the men used in two attacks. o
" Bakephus, then 21, had no real

v,plam for the coming year. He was

unemployed and living at home,
driving a 1968 Chevy Impala. A $700

TV was his most prized possession.

He'd been beaten repeatedly by

" - his 6-foot-5, 300-pound father, John
Francis Bakenhus, who testified that .
“I can throw a tantrum that scares .

[,the helil out of people.”

'+ The elder Bakenhus tadght his son

that using racial slurs was no big

* deal. He testified that calling some-
i ,onea“mger"wasthesame&smu

ing him-a “fathead.”
The .younger Bakenhus said he

.fem*ed his father and retreated into

drug abuse. He smoked marijuana at

- age 12 and tried every other drug he

could put his hands on by age 16. He
said he took LSD once at age 16 and

h V,chased a mend with an ax, believing

99

the boy was “possessed by demom
Bakenhus eventually dropped out of
high school and worked sporadically -

at odd jobs.
Forming Aryan Faction was the

. biggest accomphshment in his young

Jife. He kept the group's roster, regu-
lations and oath in a briefcase next to
his bomb-making manuals.

In court, he apologized. “T can't ex-

~ press the guilt that | feel and I know -
it's hard to believe. I really did tee;

gnlt.lreellydofeellikeslime .
- Bakenhus and Nebleft were sen-

' tenced to 33 months in federal prison
_and ordered to pay resﬂmtxon of
$87,248. . )

Ku Klux Klan:' ,
At work in some arsons

Ernest Pierce claims to be an Im-

‘perial Wizard in the Ku Klux Klan.

The 53-year-old farmer was convict-
ed of ordering 2l-yearold Brian
Tackett to torch the Barren River
Baptist Church in Bowling Green,
Ky., on Dec. 8, 1891, Plerce reported-
ly was upset by anti-Klan comments
by the pastor, Larry Craig.

Tackett stoie a car in Tennessee, ‘

picked up four cans of camping fuel
from his mother, Linda Tackett,
picked up his gtrlfrlend Kim Patton,

" and a friend, Jerry Gann, and head-
ed out to burn the church around -
. 5:30 am Patton and Gann testified -
" for  the prosecution and charges
" against themn weren't pursued.

Defense lawyers and prosecutors

decljnedtotalkaboutthecasebe-

cause Pierce and Tackett are ap

pealing their convictions. -
Pierce was sentenced to 51

o months in federal prison for conspir-

acy. Tackett was given 115 months
for conspiracy, arson and auto theft.

The Klan appears to be a playerin .

two South Carolina fires as .well
There, Tim Welch and Gary Cox at-

tended Ku Klux Klan meetings to-.

gether, and prosecutors say they also
burned two black churches in June.
The men are now in jail awaiting
trial on state arson charges. Federal
prosecutors are preparing federal
civil rights charges against them.
_Mount Zion African- Methodist

Episcopal. of Greeleyville was bur-

glarized, set ablaze and destroyed at
5 a.m. on June 20, 1992. Two nights

} later, the same happened to Macedo-

nia Baptist Church in Bloomville.

Weich was carrying a Klan mem- .

bership card in his wallet when Clar-
endon County sheriff's deputies ar-
rested him on charges of burning
two black churches.

In a double-wide trailer where Cox
lived, the deputies found guns and a
hooded white robe.

“Those boys felt they had the

blessing of thie Klan," Weich’s moth-
er, Wanda Mitchum, told The State


http:EpIsCoPat,.ot

. newspaper in Columbia, S.C. “They.

take: these young country boys who - -

dont really know a ot and have nev-
_er been out in the world, and they
corrupt- them.” - - - :

Welch was a lifelong resident of
the area and an unemployed 23
year-old at the time of the fire. H
_ lived with his mother. - v

Cox, then 22, had come to. South
Carolina from Virginia seeking con-
struction work after Hurricane Hugo
in 1989, :

il

_ Bellelo, then 17 and a freshman in
high school, is one of nine children

. and lived in Franklinton, La. He had
been staying with his grandmother,
Norma Bellelo, in Sumrmnit, where he

‘had been in one minor scrape with

the law for breaking into a newspa-
per vending machine. His grand-
" mother turned him in to police.

- After the sentencing hearing his

" - tather, Duris Bellelo, approached
. . the Rev. Maultee Brown Sr. of

- Springhil! Freewill and shook hands.

t

working at a fish market set up be-

- hind the trailer, chased a reporter B
off the property. : ’

Married less than & month, Coats -
is starting his own fish moerket and
rslt:u?};tmpmspemm '

tidy ‘place, just .opened
Wednesday, Coats, his wife and his

mothgr"sat in plastic. patio chairs,
- smoking Winstons and ‘railing about

inaccurate media accounts regard-
ing the new wave of arsons. :
__Despite his wife and mother’s best-

’ He lived in a trailer with a Kilan ~
" . buddy, Arthur Haley, and worked
only rarely as a day laborer. .. . ..~
Cox and Weich are also charged.

-. He told him that he would like to .

. heip pay to rebuild the church, but .
- " that he had no money. Then he intro-

= "duced Jerome to the pastor, who ac-

_ efforts to cajole him into S
 Coats declined, saying he just doesn't
_want any more trouble,

with beating and stabbing a mentaily

" handicapped black man they found . -

waiting for a bus near a Wal-Mart.
The victim survived the attack. ..

South Carolina has moved the sus- -

pects to four -jails because they've
been beaten by other inmates.

Martin Luther King: = .
A time for arsons -
Tocelebratétheﬂth'amﬁversary

* of the assassination of Martin Luther’

King Jr, three teen-agers torched
two churches 26 miles apart near
Summit, Miss.

.Late on Sunday, April 5, 1993, af-

—— “ter.a day,of drinking beer.and smok-_

pot, Charles McGehee, Jerome

ing : .
Belielo and Roy McGovern piled into
' McGovern's car, picked up a 15-year-

old girl and went to burglarize the
Springhill’ Freewill Missionary Bap-
tist Church, two miles down a dirt
roed near McGehee’s home. :
- When they found nothing worth
stealing in the church, they piled
plastic fioral arrangments and hym-
nals in a pew and started a fire. The
church burned to the ground.
They then drove toward McGov-
ern's house. But on the way, they
. stopped at Rocky Point Missionary
Baptist Church and set it ablaze
They drove away shouting “Burn,
nigger, burn!™. N

They spent the night at McGov-. ‘

ern's house, watching the church
burn iess than a mile away. ‘

. *“These young boys are not racist,”
says Guy Rogers, lawyer for McGov-
_ emn. “They got a littie drunk and a lit-
tle crazy. 1 know the types who do

this sort of thing with malice in their

hearts and these boys are not that
type. ... It was a lark.”
While McGehee graduated from

" high school, worked in construction

and lived in a comiortable home,
Bellelo and McGovern came from
less fortunate circumstances.

McGovern, then an 18-yearold
dropout, worked for a tree-rimming-

service. At the time of his arrest, he

was on probation for aggravated as- . '

sault of an acquaintance in a dispute

. . over a stolen car stereo. A

cepted his apology. - »
.. Although Bellelo didn't speak in

~ | open court, McGehee and McGovern

turned to face church members. “I'd
‘like to tell the members of both
churches that I am sorry for wha
_happened,” McGehee said. :
Said McGovern, “I'd like to apolo-

- gize to the members of both
churches. I'm sorry this "’

McGehee -and Bellelo were sen- ..

tenced to 37 months. McGovern got
46 months because of an earlier con-
viction as a juvenile. The three were
ordered to pay $138,000 in restitu-
. tion, perform 384 hours of communi-
'ty service each over the next 14

* “years dnd; 6h their felease; submit " "

. 10-page research reports on the his-
. tory of the dvil‘ rights movement.
" After Arkansas fires: .,

- Trying to rebuild lives .

Kenneth Coats and ‘Perry Moore

are fishmongers in the Mississippi
River flood plain. It's honest but un-
- pieasant work, wearing rubber
aprons smeared with entrails while

'gutting and filleting catfish to sell

wholesale in smmigll shops.

But both men have found a mea-
sure of peace after serving their time
for destroying three black churches
in Watson, Ark., on May 17, 1992

. .. Some speculated that the arsons
. were a response to the riots three

weeks earlier in South Central Los
Angeles following the acquittal of the

police officers who beat Rodney
King But both men have denied that -

- The churches were insured, and

(... . all three have been rebuilt Now the

men want to rebuild their lives.
" Moore, then 23, is a burly red-
. haired man who lives with his family

in a trailer next to the fish market .

where he works. He has a second job

at an auto garage in nearby Dumas.

On a humid evening last week, he

" ‘glowered at a visitor and said virtual-

ly nothing He and his mother and fa-
ther sat in lawn chairs. .

. Coats, then 23, lives in a rough-

" looking, double-wide trailer with a

new satellite dish in the yard. On a

recent visit, Moore’s older brother.

oo

e

" bers of the

.Qed out,” Higgins said.

Both men were released from
prison in May 1995 after
32)4 months of a 37-month sentence.

 The Super Bowl fires:

‘A purpose and a plan’

_ The burning rage on Super Bowl
Sunday 1985 began with a burning’

- cross and the firebombing of the

Sweety Peety tavern in Columbia;
Tenn. Then Robert Johnson and Mi-
chael Jett jumped into Mark Jett's
pickup and did the same to Friend-
ship Missionary Baptist Church in
the next county. e
Johnson's

They drove back to

" house, switched to Johnson's 1877

“PontidcBonneville and returned o™
_the church 'to-watch the fire. Mem-
on who
fighting the fire saw the drunken
white men and chased them away.
The trio then drove to Canaan Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church
and threw a Molotov cocktail
through a window. The bomb broke
a plastic water pipe that doused the
fire. Neither church was destroyed,
although fire did $20,000 worth of
damage to Friendship Missionary.
Patricia Jett, wife of Mark Jett,
says the crimes were not part of any
organized effort despite public per-
ceptions. “They are not the racists’
everyone makes them out to be,” she
-says. “They are not bad people. They
were just drunk. That's all it was. -
These boys just made a terrible mis-

~ take and they are paying the price.”

A seif-employed painter, Johnson
claimed income of $11,000 in 1994 af-
ter being fired from his job as a
Kroger's grocery clerk. L

“I hope God forgets what we've

~ done,” Johnson said before he was

sentenced in February.
Despite their expressions of re--

. morse, US. District Judge Thomas
- Higgins said “these men set out to

ride the roads at night They had a

purpose and a plan.” T .
‘It's no accident that two African-

American congregations were sin-

ot L




" All three men were sentenced to
37 months in prison and ordered to
pay restitution of §20,087. -

. ~-While tough sentences salve some
,-0f the public outrage over church

" burnings; those who have been

-harmed the most appear to be the
- quickest to forgive.
In McComb, the small

" tion of Rocky Point Missionary

t*.stChurchelectednottorebuﬂdand

L gave Sl20001ndonanomtohelp

The Springhill Freewill Baptist "
Church stands at the end of a two- -~
mﬂedirtmad,itstnﬂwhitestwple_

- pristine in the fading evening sun.

Deacon Carl Young says the new .

church is better than the old one,
largely because of the generusity of
spirit of both whites and blacks. in
Amite County who joined forces to
help rebuild. = .

* The three young men who burned

* the. old: church will be welcomed

back when their time is up a tew
months from now.

“I'd be glad for them to corne back
to the community,” Young says. “I
don't feel hatred toward them.
They're serving their time. They told
us they were SOITy. That's all they
can do.”

Contributing: Gary Fields and
Deborah Sharp

John Bakenhus, founder of the- -

white supremacist group Aryan
Faction, speaking in court on
why he burned a black church:
“The main reason, Your Hon-
or, was (the) racial element. Your
Honor, it was the main reason.

~ | . Butalso, Your Honor, 116ve to see

.| - things burn. I always Have. Al
| most burned down our garage at
-one point in my life. I burned

down many things. Small things. 1

- burned my toys, my G.1. Joe men,
‘T used to try to burn them, see f I -
" could make the plastic melt I
have always loved to see things * -

burn. I don't know if — I do get

aroused by it, and 1 always have,

‘and 1 hope to God maybe I can get

“And we have a wood stove at
the house and 1 used to love to
load it up and light it during the
wintertime, ‘I guess my father.
caught on to that, but I used to
love to put wood in and Hight it all
the time and wonder — I guess he

thought I was being his son, but I

-was enjoying seeing the fire burn.

Used to get on me because it used

"to get the fire alarm to0 go off be- -

cause I would leave the fire open
on the wood stove. | watched it -

.burn for so long the smoke would
" come out and set the alarm off.

“Imstneedhelp,youknow Id .
like to have help.” .
Robert Lee. Johnson apolo- :

ﬁlzesmwmfwmmwo
churches: )

cured and 1 want to get to that  black

_ point where I won't enjoy seeing’

things burn with fire,

“In religious practices speak-
ing, you know, fire is purifying
And I always figured if something

“burns away and goes to ashes,
. then it exists too — or I figured

that, you know. I don’t know that.
1don't know. I just think fire puri-

. fles thmgs 1 don't know wbat inci-

dent in my life led to that.-

“I hope God forgets what we've
done. 1 didn't intend to hurt no-
body ... I'm ready to accept my

timeAndIhaveleamedalot:

about racism, you know. It's a lit- -
tle bit in everybody, I reckon, and

" 1also know if I hadn't been drink-

ing that night and somebody men-
tioning something like that I
would have turned around and

., went the other way.” -
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Fires fuel concerns that

 history is repeating itself

By Gary Fields and Richard Price
USA TODAY = . - .-

The first reported black church arson

occurred in 1822 when the African Meth-

odist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C,

was torched when whites learned slaves

were meeting to plan an insurrection.

Eight: generations later, the fiery d&'. 7 .

struction of black churches remains a po-
tent symbol of the struggle for racial equal-

ity that has long divided the United States. -. -

To many African-Americans, burning a

. black church is more than an attack ona ~ "
" house of worship; it isan assaulton the cul-” ™
e tgredtself, o o 0 T o T®
“It is an attempt to show absolute con-

tempt for whatever is of greatest value or
whatever has greatest meaning for black
people,” says C. Eric Lincoln, professor
emeritus of religion at Duke University.

Today, the image of a black church in
flames appears agminst a backdrop of
events that have torn at the country’s ra-
. -cial fabric, from the Rodney King beating

" to affirmative action.

*
*We are dealing with.a pattern that
out of racial hostility in. this coun-’
try,” says Deval Pafrick, assistant attorney
.general in charge of civil rights enforce-
ment at the Justice Department.

Which is gne redson it's almost instinc-
tive to assume a racial motive lies behind
every black church fire.

The reality is that both black and white
churches -are torched by the hundreds

each year for a long list of reasons, and

there's been criticism of the tendency to
point at race as the central problem. .
Bruce Fein, a conservative constitution-
al law expert, says people are behaving
_like “the Queen of Hearts in Alice in Won-
derland: Sentence first and reach a verdict
afterwards.” , ‘ .
_ But.to civil rights leaders and many
blacks, the sight of a burning church is an
image that resonates with a moral and his-
torical significance that ties the nation to
_its past of slavery and segregation. .

From the poetry of Alice Walker to films -

such as Mississippi Burning, artists have

used the image of a burning church -or *

cross as a symbol of racial hatred.

. While white churches fall victim to ar-

. son, few are burned for racial reasons.

The black church has “been the hieart of

-+ "black advocacy in America,” says Joseph
. Lowery, president of the Southern Chris-
'tian Leadership Conference. “They are at-
" tacking the soul of the black community.”

The centraj role of churches in black life
goes back three centuries. Slave owners

"' * hoped the promise of glory in the afterlife
‘would dull the hardships slaves suffered.

But the church quickly became the one
place where slaves could bow their heads

~ voluntarily, in supplication to God, rather

than to whites as an enforced custom. - .
Black ministers were among the most
prominent leaders of the abolition move-

‘ment. Churches were the foundation for
- the Underground Railroad. Slaves were se-

cretly taught to read and write in churches.
, After the Charleston church fire 174

.’years ago, many Southern states outlawed
black churches. In the states that allowed

them, restrictions were put in place to keep

black churches under control.

'A North Carolina 'law mandated that
“five good, white men must be at any reli-
gious meeting that blacks could attend.

* . And in South Carolina, there wasa law that - '
no meeting of black people under the cov-

er of religion could be held after the sun

“went down and before sunrise.”
* - An early wave of church burnings oc-
curred in the 1890s, at the same time that .
- many post-Civil War laws aimed at aiding

former slaves were beéing overturned. .
The modern civil rights movement also

made black churches targets.

. In 1955, Holt Street Baptist Church was

one of the headquarters of the Monigom-

ery, Ala, bus boycott. Martin Luther King

" Jr. then 26, was thrust to the front of the
_civil rights movement. : :

In 1964, freedom riders slept, ate and
held voter registration drives in churches,

usually black churches. During the historic

fiveday march from Selma, Ala., to Mont-
gomery in 1965, churches were the havens.
* “Churches were the only place that
black folks could meet,” Lincoln says.

“and because everyone knew the-
_churches were the center of the move

ment, they bore the brunt of hatred and

. were burned.” .

The civil rights era saw anotﬁer wave of

* attacks on black churches. In Mississippi, .
34 black churches burned in three months
during the summer of 1964,

o

-cidents that have strii

" munity in law enforcement.
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sons symbolic of racil divide

. But the attack that most shook the nation

was the 1963 bombing of the Sixteenth
.Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala..
Left dead.were Denise McNair, 11, and

_ three 14-year-olds: Cynthia Wesley, Carole

'BobemandAddieMaeColﬁn& " .

That most of the 68 black churches
burned since Jan. 1, 1885, were founded by

_slaves or freed siaves adds to concerns that

history may be repeating ltseif.

_The black chyrch fires in the 1990s also -
come amid a series of highly publicized in-
race relations.

The. Rodney King beating in 1390 was
followed by the acqujtial of the white po-
lice officers who clubbed him. That

" prompted the Los Angeles riots In 1992 that

included the videotaped attack on white
trucker Reginald Denny, who was pulied

+u- - ~~out of-his truck-and pummeled with bricks - - *

by a black man.

In the Susan Smith and Charles Stuart
cases in North Carolina and Boston, re-
spectively, whites played on the image of |
the black criminal to create fictional per-
petrators to cover up crimes. ,

On Dec. 7, a black couple in Fayetteville

N.C,, were shot on a clity street. Police say -
. “they were killed by three racist skinheads
- who were soldiers from Fort Bragg.

Polls last year showed white America -

and black America sharply divided over

the 0.J. Simpson verdict — and whether .

. the justice system is fair. .

“We would all like to believe that we live -
in a color-blind society ... where race
doesn't matter,” says Sen. Joseph Biden of:
Delaware, “But we don't.” .

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco -and
Firearms and the FBI have more than 200
agents investigating every black church ar-
son, no matter how little the damage. Fed-
eral authorities hope the fire investigation
can help restore the faith of the black com-
~ Pastors at burned churches have
preached against jumping to conclusions.

In describing the fire at Salem Baptist

~ Church in Fruitland, Tenn., the Rev. Dan-

iel Donaldson concedes, “My heartsays it's

_race, but reality says, ‘Dan, what is that

conclusion based on?' It might be race, but '
let's make sure it is.” T
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(Church Fires

Said to Reflect
‘Racial Tension
* Problem Deep-Rooted,

E@wAgwyAmny

- By Michael A, Fletcher
Washington Post Staf Writer

While acknowledging a range of mo-
tives ‘behind the burning of black
cinrches across the South, the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights yesterday
said the attacks nonetheless reflect

pemstentanddeep—motedramlten-

sion in the region. :
. A six-state study by the commission

dmaduptotesﬁy.'!‘heoﬂmthmg
that we noticed that was stark .

~ ﬂzattheoldwaysandtheoldsegregato
edpattems are still in place in many
commumities. -

The study was based on town meet-
ings the commission held over three
months this summer in Louisiana, Mis-
sisgippi, Alabama, North Carolina,
South Carolina and Tennessee.

Some civil rights and religious lead-

ers have pointed to the church burn-

ings as a symptom of increasing racial .

hostility in the country, But the pic-
ture emerging from arrests so far is
more complex.
Morethmoue—dmdofthesuspects
charged in recent months in the arson
attacks on African American churches
i the South have been black, accord-

mg to federal law enfomement offi- -

clals. In the past 21 months, nearly
two-thirds of those arrested for burn-
ing black churches have been white
and 34 percent have been African
American. These figures suggest that
while race may be a factor in some of
the cases, ather factors also have mo-
tivated the alleged arsonists,

More than 200 agents from the FBI

" and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco

and_Fireannshavefmnmﬂ:sbeen

poring over the burned ruins of dozens -

of southern churches searching for

.chies, Some .conservative watchdogs

bave suggested that civil rights inter-
est groups are exaggerating the prob-
Jem of black church arsons and the ra-
uﬂanmmtythatanegedlyswmng

oo hard data showmg that there has
been an increase in black church ar-
sons.”

Berry, however, said federal law en-
forcement statistics show a dispropor-
tionate number of black church fires
since January 1995. According to fed-
eral officials, of the 230 church arson
investigations opened since January
1995, 41 percent involved black
hwss of worship although there are

"~ many fewer black churches in the

“White churches have burned, but
not for racial reasons,” Berry said.

“People who try to pooh-pooh this is-

sue and say it is not important don’t

realize -the racial tension that is out

there. . . . There clearly are underly-
ing racial tensions, and they manifest
themselves in church burnings.”

Berry said she will ask local civil
rights commission officials to meet
with governors in the six states to be-
gin working on plans to address racial
ple in the region.
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Lhurch Fires

Signal Strains,
Panel Says

'WASHINGTON, Oct. 8 (AP) — The
burnings of black churches in the
South reflect an alarming rise in
racial tensions in society, Federal
civil rights officials said today. They
challenged several Southern gover-
nors to meet with them on the issue.

Officials of the United States Com-‘
mission on Civil Rights, which held
community forums in six -Southern.
states on the fires, said the inquiry
had shown that the string of arsons
reflected a deeper racial problem. |

“Racial tensions are a major prob-
lem in the states in which the burn-

- ings took place,” Mary Frances Ber-

ry, the commission’s chairwoman, -

said at a news conference at which
the panel released summaries of the
community meetings.

The commission conducted the for-
ums in Alabama, Louisiana, Missis-,
sippi, North Carolina, South Carolina’
and Tennessee after reports that ar-
son at black churches in the South
; had risen sharply. More than 100
- churches with predominantly black:
congregations, mainly in Southern

states, have been burned since Janu- .

ary 1995.

Civil rights commission omcnals
said they were sending letters to the!
governors and legislators in the six-
states requesting meetings to dis-;

cuss race relations and to develop.

“strategic plans.”

So far, Gov. Mike Foster of Lomsn-.’

ana has accepted, the officials said.
Ms. Berry asserted that public of-
‘ficials in most of the affected states

had been ‘‘less than forthcoming,” a-

stance she attributed to the polariz-
ing effect of discussing racial issues.”
She acknowledged the findings by-

law-enforcement  officials  that- -

churches with mostly white congre-
gations had also been bumed, and
that of the black church cases that
had been solved so far, only about 20
percent appeared to have been ra-
cially motivated. But she said the

fact that a disproportionate number

of black churches was involved gave
cause for concern.

The civil rights commission, a bi- -

partisan, independent agency of the
executive branch, said it had found
that racial segregation persists at
churches, banks, schools and swim-
ming pools in Greene County, Ala.
The cormmission also said racial ani-
mosity in Mississippi was so preva-
lent that black residents.refused to
attend the forum at a prcdommantly
white college. .
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' thcrnsclvcs from arsonists. Churches throughout the South will be-visited by A'I'H Special -
" Agents'to answer any questions church leaders and pamhloncrs may have. We are also
- making thm mform

RADIO ADDRESS TO THE NATION
JUNE 8, 1996 ‘ : 49/

Good ‘moming. This mommg I want (o ik with you about 2 recent and"kmrbing

~ rash of crimes that harkens back to a'dark era in our nation’s history. Two days ago, when

the. Matthews-Murkland Presbyterian Church in-Charlotte, North Carolina was burned to the

“ground, it became the 29th ‘African Américan church destroyed or damaged by suspxcxous

fire in the rural south in the past 18 months We have no evidence of a national conspiracy.
But it is clear that racial hostil 1ry is the dnvmg force behind a number of these incidents.

. Tms is wrong

It is hard 1o think uf a more depraved act of violence than the destruction of a place

of worshm In- Nam Germany. destruction of synagogues was the ugly prelude to the
" Hologaust. In our ‘country, during the 505 and 605, black churches were burmned 1o, indmidate,
edvil nghts workers. We all remember’ thc bombmg of the 1Gth Street Baptist Church in
~Bu-mmgham took the hves of four precious young ¢ children in 1963. America must never

allow that to happen again. Every family has a nght to cxpect that when they walk to church
on Sun morning they will find a house. of worshxp, not the charred remnants of a hateful
act done by eowa:ds in the mght We must rise up as a national community to aafeguard the

‘nght of every cm:rf:n to worship in satety That,is what Amenca stands for.

As your President, I am determmed to do everything in my powex to get to the
bottom of. lhe;sc church bummgs No matter how long it takes, no matter where the' leads

_go, ?‘“-‘- Wlll dcvoté* whatevcr rcwurwa d.re necessary 10 solve these cnmes

Today more. than 200 federal and stale investigators are working on these cases,

»'1nc1udmg 100 ATP agcnts I‘ire mvesttgators, natlonal fes5ponse teains, polygraph examiners

and forenszc chem1sts are combmg through ﬁrc sxtcs mtervxcwmg w1UlCSS¢S and fullowmg

ot the Ku Klux Klan So, we are makmg progress, but we must do morc o
That is why today, 1 am a.nnouncmg three steps we are takmg to accelerate our

progress and hel p communities fight back. First, I am announcing a new 800 number that

will be available 24-hours a day, seven-days-a-week begmmng this Monday. If you have

lnfermatlon about whe is reeponcih]e for these church fires please call 1- 888-ATF-FIRE

Seu::ml I uvc mstructed the ATF-t0 tell churches what steps they can take to pmtect "

n availablc to natlonal \,huu,h mgduudl.wn; for dlstribution 10 their

members

Ang finally, I have asked our Assistant Attoney General for Civil Rights, Deval
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- support the goals of the leglslgnon introduced. hy C

| of u}fcrsmp

£ #3008

- ‘Patrick; and our Assistant. Secretaxy of the Treasury for Enforcement James Iohnson to chalr

a task force 10 bnng wgcthcr all of these invesugauom -FBI Direclor Louis Freeh aul ATF

‘ Dlréctor John Magaw will also Serve on s wask fmce 1 havc asked them to report back to
mc 1f there is a.nythmg more that we.can do to stop thcsc cnmca ’ :

I am.also pleased that the Congress is etpressmg b1pa.rusan concern on this issue. 1
ongressmen John Conyers and Henry

7 ﬁe’r to, bnng federal prosecuuons against those who attack houses

Hyde which wﬂl make it

N thosclz crunca arc mumlly mutwated we a.ll must rcahzc that thcy arc an outgrowth of a
* uhmatc of racial hostility that still holds sway in too many hearts and minds in this country.

As Mamn Luther- King saxd in his culogy for the little girls of Birmingham, these church
burnings have somethmg 10 say to every pohncmn and every cmzen who has fed h:s

~ neight bors "the stale bread of hatred and spmled meat of racism.” |

Religious freedom is one of the toundmg principles of our democracy and the black .
church hag hzstancally been the cente: of worship, outreach and community lite for millions
of tamthes in this country. I'hat is .why it was so hard for Reverend Terrence Mackey. to

‘.:break the news to his daughter last June whcn they awokc w0 ﬁnd an ash scarred field in the
©-spot \rvhere only the day before stood their church home -- Mount Zion AME Church in -
-Greeleyville, South Carolina. Rev. Mm.kcy rmsaured his ddughlcr wilh these words, He -

told hex, “They didn’t burn down the church. Thcy burned down the building in which we

" hold ¢hurch. The church is inside all of us.” Oh Junc 15 Rev. Mackcy, his daughter and

his c&ngrcganon will march from the site of the old church to a8 brand ncw buxldmg And all

o Americans will march. wuh them in apmt

We must all do our part to end th1s rash of v1olence America is'a great country

_because for more than 200 years we have strived to honor religious freedom and the

extraolrdma.ry dlversny of our people The only way we will succeed in the 215t century 1s 1f '

‘we-un emh the full power of aur dwemry ;md refme to let anyrhmg mwde us,

‘Thanks for listening.
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Date: 07/02/96 Time: 16:50
cClinton Asks $6 Million to Help Police Stop Church Fires

WASHINGTON (AP) Presideéent Clinton designated $6 million
Tuesday to fight church burnings in a dozen states and pledged as
much more money and manpower as needed ‘‘to make sure the struggle
is won.’’

Clinton discussed the recent fires in a White House gathering

and then again later in Chicago, continuing the attack against
- ‘‘racism and [religious bigotry’’ that he has incorporated into many
recent speeches and appearances.
' He asked |Congress to give quick approval for the money, which
would be an emergency transfer of Justice Department funds.

The arrangement would be flexible enough to allow police to
“patrol the |back roads, to visit the churches, to keep watch for
signs of trouble,’’ Clinton said. Police also could use the money
to  install flood lights, hire private security guards or pay .
overtime to current officers.

It would |go to communities in Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Lou1s1ana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia.

Clinton also said he would sign a bill, approved by Congress
last week, that would double the maximum prison term for church
attacks to 20 years. And he issued a proclamation declaring July a
‘‘national month of unity’’ during which religious leaders of all
faiths should stress healing and tolerance from their pulpits.

‘\We need to change the atmosphere in the country,’’ Clinton
said in Chlcago before the National Council of Senior Citizens.
‘\We dare not allow this to continue without every American of
conscience without regard to their race, their religion or their
political party speaking up against it.’’

At the Whlte House he said, ‘‘This is a struggle against racism
and rellglous bigotry. We will escalate that struggle as necessary
with enough people-power and willpower to make sure the struggle is
won.’’ .
‘Congress |is expected to consider in two weeks a bill that
earmarks $24 \million for church burning 1nvest1gatlons. The $6
million Clinton proposed is not 1ncluded in those funds.

Meanwhile, attorneys general from nine Southern states gathered
with law enforcement officers at Howard University in Washlngton to
discuss what|they could do to prevent church arson. :

More than 40 churches, mainly in Southern states and with
predominantl§ black congregations, have been burned in the past 18
months. Federal officials also are looking into a number of
suspicious f1res that consumed other houses of worship and churches
with majorlty white congregations during the same time span.

Investlgators say they have not found a racial motive for the
attacks, which touched off a wave of humanitarian outpouring to
help rebuild| burned-out sanctuaries.

Of 38 church fires in Alabama since 1990 18 have occurred in
white churches, ‘said John Robison, Alabama state fire marshall.

Many of the flres at black churches, he said, were set by people
attempting to conceal burglaries, by wayward youth or those who
have: troubled relationships with church officials.

‘'To say|that all church fires must be racially motivated I
cannot accept that,’ Robison said. ‘‘Arson is affecting everybody.
It is not black. It is not white.’’

However, |Virginia Attorney General James Gilmore said he was
sure that race played some factor in many of the fires.




1ir fo say that people who burn churches have malice in

VWWIt’s fa
“Z“The burning of an African-American

their heartsﬂ’{ Gilmore said.
church is a racial act. It is wrong.’’
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i 7ﬁ(‘)use Panel Approves Blll Makmg I t

“Easzer to In nvesugate Cnmes on Churches Z ¥

"By JoE DAVIDSON .
And MicHaeL K. Frisey

‘ciary- Committee unammously approved
-legistation making it -easier for- federa

resulting in at least $10,000° damage, as is’

now the case. The bill also would relax
jurisdictional bamers that hamper federal
investigations.; .’

: ‘aimed at. rebuilding the churches usmg
. federal and private money.

churches in the South that, occurred since
January of-last year,’ mcludmg 30, arson
cases that the Treasury, Department s Bu-

"1 “reau -of Alcohol, Tobac¢o-and Firearms-

4180 is looking mto The' Iatest attack came

" because the-evidence:often burns up in the

. | flames, said. Déval Patrick, head of the
Justice Department’s.civil-rights division.

_Approval of the bill, which was intro-

.nounce the new rebmldmg prograim at that

1. time.

"His appearance isone mdlcatxon of the

. By a WALL Smsm JOURNAL Stnff Reporter

WASHINGTON—A revision of the Safe

¥ ',"Dnnkmg ‘Water Act cleared the House '

L

Commerce Committee in a 42-0 vote.
The bill, which provides more ‘than $1

| - billion annually to fund drinking-water’
| tréatment, will likely be:the only major

environmental bl]l to become law -this

and-a House-Senate conference -commit-

~ V}smns mcludmg one that would have re-
. f s ‘\

-

: Stajf Repeorters of THE WALL STREETJ OURN\AL‘

WASHINGTON ~ As the burning of
‘black churches continued, the House Judi- -

-authorities, to mvesngate crlmes agamst.

‘I places of worship.”

The increased power would allow fed-.
" eral law-enforcement officers -to investi-

gate all attacks on churches; not just those

At the same time, officials said Presnf .
dent Clinton plans to announce a program'

The Justice Department is investlgat-,‘
mg 37 -attacks on Afncan—Amerlcan i

early this -week 'in Greerml!e Texas, .
1 where two churches were 'Set ablaze There )
‘| !~ havebeen arrests int six-cases. Three men

" have pleaded guilty to the -Janhuary ‘1995
_“burning "of two churches in’ Columbia,
. Tenn. More cases haven’'t been "solved

.| " duced last month, came as the Clinton
|| . administration. focused increased .atten- |
. tion on: the rash of attacks.: President
Clinton is scheduled to speak today atthe |
- rebmldmg site of Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church |
.|. in Greeleyville, 8.C., which' was torched
-~ one.year ago.. Offxcxals saxd he- may-an- |

“mgh priority. he ‘is giving. the. church at-"
. tacks Two weeks ago, whxle travelmg on

B Water-Act Remswns Clear House s Commerce Panel

", quired the ‘Efvironmental Protectlon
Agency. to conduct ‘cost- -benefit analyses .~

year. It -now proceeds to the House floor .

" fee, where it- will be reconciled with a .
- version passed by-the Senate last year.”
The: bill was ‘held -up this spring by.
partxsan dlsagreement over certain pro-,

_ Air Force One to New Orleans ne abmptly»} .
asked. why the speech he was aboit tol -

deliver didn’t contain any rhention gf-ther

_church’ burnings: “The answer ‘was that-3~ -
senior adviser had urged caution becaiSes: o

of speculanon that blacks mlght be seftl &
the fires. : .
© Many black mlmsters have seen’ mfer :
-ences of such speculation in the methods of .

some- investigators, and durmg recent " -
‘meetings with . administration officials. .-
.have complamed that they fe]t mnmr -
'.dated : . *I

But once Mr. Clmton made clear ‘he:

wanted to address the church attacks; his-
1. aides.inserted the subject into hlS'NeW“

L

Orleans speech. On Saturday, he-mades .~ -

church burnings the topic of his weeldy”

. radio address; Mt. Zion's pastor, the- Rev
‘Terrence. Mackey, was thh Mr, Clmtonw' '

during the address.

Reps.” John- Conyers (D', Mlch} ande

Donald Payne (D., N.J.),-members f the.

- Congressional Black Caucus, wrote to Mr.. ,
. Clinton.on Friday. suggesting he speak in - ¢ -

one of the targeted communities; Mr.

Clinton extended hlS trlp to mclude today 3 ;; - .

visit, ~. N

= Unlike' the 'case’ with ‘such 1ssues as. .
affirmative action, Mr. Clinton, by -€x- -

pressing sympathy for the victims and-
pushing for stronger federal actxon ‘edn

) ~~strengthen his support -among.. mmorxty AR
. voters without fearing -a. backlash :from ;
" white voters. With the néw exposure; Mf,« -
-Clinton may ‘also bring more attention’ te
“his “racial healmg" message, his proposi::
“tion that he's the candidate - most able

t6' unite. blacks and whites. Subtly, his .

administration likes to send the message. . '

that the Republicans are divisive. i~

- Though_officials say there is ndevi- = *
dence of an overall conspiracy ligking. =

most of the church fires, Mr. Patrick: - Said-
that. poss1b111ty is bemg mvesugate
While. he believes racism s behing -t}

attacks, he added that Some incidents-may~: o

be the work of *‘copy cat”. criminals who -
umtate mghly pubhclzed cnmes >

u

before proposing dnnkmg-water rulés.
But these dxsagreements were- worked

out last week, largely in the Demociats’

favor, before the measure cleared. a.

,.‘House subcommittee and was endorsed"
',by the Clinton administration. .. - ~.. -

The bill provides cities g'reater flexi- -
bility in deciding how drinking-water -

standards are met,.and shifts spendmg o7
‘contamihants - considered 'to’ pose -fhe - .
greatest risk. It also requires utilities-to
- report to- customers on: the presence of -

contammants in the water supply
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Senate GOP to Seek to Expand Some Tax Breaks

By CHRISTOPHER Gr:oncm

 WASHINGTON = Senate Republicans

assed the House last month.

Oy Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL .

: —‘w1|l propose addmg a small-business tax, )
_+ “cut to the minimum-wage bill ‘that is.
- almost twice.the size of a simildr plan that-

-

-\ The Senafe proposal, which wouId cost =

- the Treasury.$14.8 billion in revenue over
.. 10 years, would expand-on the House plan:
“-"."by including a.one-year extension of the
_research and -experimentation_tax credlt .
" and additional tax breaks for investments - -

. -ih some- types of ‘individual retirement,
accounts among other new provnsnons

Whlle the Senate-proposed tax cut' has
_blpartlsan support, it may fall victim

to a Senate GOP.effort to.Kill the proposed‘
- minimum-wage increase, a measure Re:

publicans have fought all year. A. number
of Senate Republicans, including Sen. Don
_Nickles of Oklahoma, who is éxpected to be
elected : Majority Whip ‘today, have. said -

":they -would" seek- to kill-it, even "if “it. -
" meant brmgmg down. the tax cut; .
But the Fmance Commlttee today w1ll

.....

'combmed bill. The debate on’ the mini-

- mum-wage provision is expected to take

C e place on- the Senate floor when and lf the,

. 9661 ‘TLANNL ‘AVASANAIM., -

.

* TVNYNOS LATHLS TIVM FHL

““still uncertain about proceedmg

entlre package 1s brought up perhaps later .
. would; among other- provisions, “increase.

-this month. -
= Meanwhile, on another budget related
“issue, House Republlcans postponed untll
perhaps today their scheduled vote.on.a’
six-year balanced-budget blueprint after a -
_“coalition .of GOP freshmen-threatened to
_vote against the plan.- The freshmen re-
-belled because Republican budget writers

- added-an extra $15 billion in spendmg to.

last year's.budget plan, which means- that -
. the deficit would actually mcrease in f1scal

© 1997

- “There i is no excuse for brmglng to the
- floor a. budget that increases the deficit,”
v sa1d GOP freshman Mark Neumann (R.

WlS) a'leader. of the revolt. ““This is llke :

saymg we’re going on'a diet but first we're -
gomg to gain some weight." o

House leaders, Jomed by Sen: Trent
Lott (R Miss.), who is expected to succeed

Robert Dole as majority leader, worked -
‘the $10 airline-ticket tax, ‘which would _'

“late yesterday in -an effort to quell the:
“surprise revolt, holding an evening caucus
. with the freshmen. But after the meetmg
.-broke “up John".Kasich of Ohio, House~
Budget Committee chairman, said he was.
l!we
"..don’t'need a lot of ‘no’. votes'in.the end: to

sink the bill,”” he said: But some freshmen-
e said they were leaning-the other way. 'L
- think it will pass,” said freshmen Florlda

" Rep. Joe Scarborough. °

.. Because the budget blueprmt is only
“-the first stage of a_year-long budget: pro-.
- cess, defeat of the measure wouldn’t cause
a government shutdown; though it would
certainly prove a political embarrassment

'-5:‘; to House GOP leadeérs. It aliso: would -set | .

back the- budget. process, requiring GOP

. Please Turn to Page Al18, Column 2=~ -

“of certam types of stocks to prlvate founda

Contmued From Page A2
budget writers. to revise their plan.
The Senate s. small-business tax cut

‘the amount that small business could de:
‘duct as expenses: for’ new: equipment pur-

$241 lehon n May

l U S Reserves Declmed N

‘chases and simplify-and offer addltlonal .
tax breaks for some. pens1on programs KRN

- While’ many provisions mirror-those -
passed in _the. House : tax-cut package,

. Dow-Jones News Servtces - IE
; WASHINGTON — U.S. reserve assets
fell $241 million in May to $83.469 billion

from-$83.71 billion in April; the Treasury | - -~

‘Delaware’s William Roth; chairman of the’ sald The May decline follows a $502 mll
finance- commlttee, s seekmg to push- lion.drop in April. - - o

-through some changes. For example, the Holdings of forelgn'currencles fell 5425
Senate measure seeks’a’ one-year exten- mllhon in May to $46.15 billion, ‘whilé the
sion of the- orphan drug -tax " credit ~and -gold stock was: unchanged at $11.05 billion.

_aspecial tax rule concérning contributions The country’s reserve position, its ability - :

- tions.. e :
, The Senate proposal also would allow
- homemakers to increase the amount they -

can invest :in- individual’ retirement “ac-
counts to $2, 500 a year from the: current i

$250.
The plan. would relnstate for one year

raise about $1. 5 billion. It would also offsét" .

a large-part of the cost; as does the House

bill, by phasing out a tax break for- phar--
maceutical ‘and other’ companies -doing
business .in Puerto Rico. But.the Senate -
phaseout would take a year. longer to
accompllsh :

Perhaps more notable in‘the Senate tax
measure-is what it doesn tinclude, namely

proposéd reductions in capltal gains_tax |

rates. A number of key' GOP senators had
lobbied: to include ‘such:a provision; sens-
ing in part-that this may be one of the few

lSSUE

remalmng chances thls year to raise the '

Jtodraw foreign currency from the Interna- -

- tional Monetary Fund, increased $110-mil- . - N

lion in May to $15.227 billion, and holdings

of IMF special-drawing. rights were up $74. L

mllllon to $11 04 bllllOn

2
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