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Where Bias Dwells 

AHISPANIC applicant looking for a one-, blacks in 71 percent of the, rental inquiries they 

bedroom apartment in a Northwest Wash- made. Testers in Montgomery County found that 
,- ington building was told there was orlly a blacks were treated less favorably than whites 59 
lwo-bedroom availiible and encouraged to look ,at ' percent of the time. Discrimination also haunts 
,another building. Less than an hour later. a white Hispanics. Hispanic applicants fared worse than 
applicant met With the' same agent. was told . blacks in Arlington County and in the District. 
about an efficiency in the same building and was As bad as this is, the council notes that racial 
offered one month's free rent if he signed a discrimination in apartment rentals has been 
12-month lease. That, unfortunately, is an insight 'worse. A 1993 audit of the area showed, that 
into an unseemly side of life in the nation's capital African Americans were discriminated against 57 
On the eve of the 21st century.. percent of the time. Today. blacks and Hispanics 
• Both applicants were testers monitoring rental encounter bias more than two out of five times. 
Giscrimination in a special audit by the F~ir These fmdings suggest that 132 years after 
!lousing Council of Greater Washington. Their ratification of the 13th Amendment, which prom­
experience with blatant racial bias was not limit- ised freedom, . the ability of some Americans to 
eel to the District. In fact, a far greater incidence buy what others buy or to dwell where others 
of discrimination was found in the Maryland and 'dwell depends not on the contents of their wallets 
:Virginia suburbs. The audit. which is part of the but on the color of their skin. It shows the 
council's four-year project to keep tabs on local continued prevalence of racism. The need to 
pousing bias, helps explain how area apartment vigorously enforce fair-housing laws is as urgent 
~wellings acquired their apartheid-like aspect. as when they were enacted. Working from its 
. Fairfax County's rental properties led the re- findings, the council has promised to file several 
glon in, discrimination against blacks. Testers complaints with the courts and federal authori­
there encountered .racial discrimination against, ties. As well it should. ' . 
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,By EUN-KYUNG KIM' 
Associated Pr~ss writer 

WASHINGTON - Federal marshals shielded Ruby Bridges-Hall from 

'angry protesters opposing the integration o'f New Orleans public 

schools nearly 37 years ,ago as she made her way to a new classroom. 


They 'surrounded her once again' Tuesday, this tim'e to listen to 
'her talk about how. she was thrust in~o the civil rights movement as 

a 6-'year-old first grader.' . , , " 
Bridges-Hall forced the integration of William Frantz , Elementary 

School'on Nov. 14,'1960. The moment was frozen in'history several 
years later in the Norman Rockwell painting, "The Problem We All 
Live With." 

In the picture; a young girl wearing a starched white dress, 

walks-among federal marshals visible only t:o.their shoulders. A 

racial epithet is sprawled upon the wall behind them; a splattered, 

tomato rests at their feet. ' 


, Bridge~-Hallheid a replica of the painting while, po~ing for 
. pictures. with two of the marshals who protected her that.day; 

Charles Burks and Je~se Grider. All three, ~erein town for a Black 
History Month event sponsored by the U . .5',Marshals Service. 

, "Thirty-seven yea'rsago I took on a job,' that circumstance and 
faith chos'e me to do," Bridges-Hall,. said,. ,"That job was to' 
improve the quality of education for all of our children.' A very 
tall, order for a 6-ye~r-old." 

Bridges-Hall recalled how,angry parents shook their fingers at 
~er as she waited in the principal's off~ce before class. She also 

"spoke ~bout the confusion she' experienced as she walke~lnto a 
classroom left.yacant by a boyc.ott staged by the white students. 
She said her teacher was her only companion in class. 

"For over a year, it was' just her and I together, alone in the{" 
cla~sroom," she said. 

Burks said he remembers the day he escorted Bridges-Hal1:tp 
school with pride and recalled the remarkable courage she" ' 
displayed. , ',' 

, "She never cried, she never whimpered. She just marched along 

like a, little soldier," he said. , 


Bridges~~all creditj her parents for her i~i~ in that hist6ri6 

day and praised their commitment to the advancement of civil 

rights. " , ' 


"My parents must have e~perienced hell on earth, having to face 
,that angry ,mob day after day, wondering whether or not I would even 

return home in the afternoon," said Bridges-Hall, now a mother of 

four. ' 


"It would take a lot for me to say, \Well~ OK, I will subject 
my 5- or ~-year-old to what my parents did.'" 


Bridges~Hall ~entback to Frantz Ele~entary two years ago ina 

, role aimed at enc.ouraging parent involvement. She'said she spends 

much of her time teaching parents that education should not b~ 
limited to the classroom and calling for people to improve 
education for all children. 

"If we are to make this world a'better place for all of us, we 
must becqmemother and father to every·child," she said. II~Je're 
all eqtialiy responsible for creating a d~ce:nt and just society for 
our children ~ " ' , 


