
THE WHITE HOUSE 


Office 6f the Press Secretary 


January 17, 1994FOr Immediate Release 

EXECUTIVE ORDER ' 

LEADERSHIP AND COORDINATION OF FAIR HOUSING IN 
FEDERAL PROGRAMS: AFFIRMATIVELY FURTHERING FAIR HOUSING 

, " "­

By the authority vest~d 'in me as presiden't by 'th:e~:"\;" '," 
Constitution and the laws of the United State,s of Ame;:ica," and 
in accordance with the Fair Housing Act; as amended (42,U~S..C. 
3601 g.t. ~.) ("Act lt 

), in order, to affi:m<;ttively ,fur~he.r. f.~;'r ' 
housing in all Federal programs and actl.vl.ties relat:mgto' : 
housing and urban development throughout' the United State~S!;:" -: 
,it is 'hereby ordered as follows: '" 	 ", "', ..; 

'f'. 

e§cdon 1. ~'inistration of ProgramS and Activit:i.~s, 
Relating to Ho'using and Urban Development., . ,', ","" ",,~,', 
.'" ... ::.:-,:" .", ;',: .... '. ", 1': .:'~ .:.~ , .. ,.' ..... ' ·;:;·~·t.~~·~~ '.,', 

1--101. s'ecition80~ (d) of the Act, as amended, provide~ 
,that all executive. d,epartments and agenciesshalladminis~er' 
their programs' ,and"activities relating to ,hou~ing anqurban ' 
development, (incltiding":any, Federal agency having' t:egula~oi:y 'or' 
supervisory authority over ,financial institutions) in a manner 
affirmatively to further the purposes of, the Act andshilll . 
cooperate 'with the ',Se'cretary of, Housing and Urban' Development 
to further such purPoses. 

:, . " 
1-102. As used in this order, the phrase Itprograms and, 

activities lt shall include programs and activities operated, 
administered, or undertaken by the Federal Government; grants;

'loans; contracts; insurance; guarantees; and Federal supervision 
or exercise of regulatory responsibility (including regulatory 
or supervisory authority over financial institutions). 

Sec.~. Responsibilities of Executive Agencies. 

~. The primary authority and responsibility for 
administering the programs and activities relating to 'housing 
and urban development affirmatively to further fair housing is 
vested in the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. 

2-202. The head of each executive agency is responsible 
for ensuring that its programs and activities relating to 
housing and urban development are administered in a manner 
affirmatively to further the goal of fair housing as required by 

" 	section 808 of the Act and for cooperating with the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban 'Development, who shall be responsible for. 

" 	exercising leadership in furthering the'puIposes ,6f the, Act;' 

, ~. In car,.t.ying out the responsibilit;ies in this 'oider, 
, ,the head of each executive agency shall ,take ,appropriate steps 

. -i>.. , "',to require that: all persons or other ,entities ,who are applicants
",for"or participants in, or who are, supervised or regulated

,under,' agency programs and activities relating to housing and 
urban development shall comply with this order. 
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Sec.~. Specific Responsibilities. 

4-401. In implementing the responsibilities under sections 
2-201, 2-202, 2-203, and section 3 of this order,. the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development shall, to the e~tent permitted 
by law: 

(a)' promulgate regulations in consultation with the 
Department of Justice and Federal banking agencies regarding 
programs and activities of executive agencies related to housing 
and urban development that shall: 

(1) describe the functions, organization, and operations 
of the President's Fair Housing Council; 

(2) describe the types of programs and activities defined 
in section 1-102 of this order that are subject to the 
order; 

(3) , describe the responsibilities and obligations ,of', . 
executive agencies in ensuring that programs and actiyities 
are administered and executed in a manner that furthers ., 

,fair housing; ". . 

(4) describe the responsibilities and obligati6ns,6~ .':. 
applicants, participants, and other persons and ,entities 
involved .in housing and urban development programs" and 
activities affirmatively to further the goal offair., 
housing; and. . '., ", '•. '~..' :'t" ,,' .:) 

. . . ,:iit.._~ ".... ' 

(5) describe a method,,·to identify impedimemts hi:pr'Ograms 
or activities that restrict fair housing choice, and,', 
implement incentives that will maximize the achievement of 

·practices that affirmatively further fair housing ., 

(b) coordinate executive agency implementation of the' 

requirements of this order and issue standards and 'procedures 


. regarding:' , 

(1) the administration of programs and activities relating 
to housing and urban development in a manner affirmatively 
to further fair housing; and 

(2) the cooperation of executive agencies in furtherance 
of the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development's 
authority and responsibility under the Act. 

4-402. Within 180 days of the publication of final, 
regulations by the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
under section 4-401 of this order, the head of each executive 
agency shall publish proposed regulations providing for the 
administration of programs and activities relating to housing 
and urban development in a manner affirmatively to further fair 
housing, consistent with the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development's regulations, and with the standards and procedures 
issued pursuant to se,ction 4-401(b) 'of this oz:der. As sopn as' 
practicable thereafter, each executive agency shall issue its 

'final regulations. AlI.executive agencies 'shall formally.submit 
all such proposed and final regulations, ,and any related" 
issuances or standards, to the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development at least 30 days prior to public announcement. 
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4-403. The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, 
shall review proposed regulations and standards prepared 
pursuant to section 4-402 of this order to ensure conformity 
with the purposes of the Act and consistency among the 
operations of the various executive agenc{es and shall provide 
comments to executive agencies with respect thereto on a timely 
basis. 

4-404. In addition to promulgating the regulations 

described in section 4-401 of this order, the Secretary of 

Housing and Urban Development shall promulgate regulations

describing the nature and scope of coverage and the conduct 

prohibited, including mortgage lending discrimination and 

property insurance discrimination. . 


Sec.~. Administrative Enforcement. 

5-501. The, head of each executive agency shall be 
responsible for enforcement ,of this order and, unless prohibited
bylaw, shall cooperate and provide records, data, and ' 
documentation in connection with any other agency's
investigation of compliance with provisions of this order., 

5-502. If any exesutive agency concludes that any persqn 
or entity (including any State or local public agency) applying 
for or participating in, ·or:supervised or regulated under, a 
program or activity relating to housing and urban development
has not complied with thj,SI. 'order or any applicable rule, 
regulation, or ,procedure .issued or adopted pursuant to :tlli's·· 

, order, it shall endeavor' to end and remedy such violation by
informal means, including conference, conciliation, and ~ ., 
persuasion. An executive agency need not pursue .informal 
resolution of matters where similar efforts made by another . 
executive agency have been unsuccessful, except where otherwise 
required by law. In the event of .failure of such informal 
means, the executive agency,,'in,conformitywith rules, 

. regulations, procedures, or policies issued or adopted by it 
pursuant to section 4 of this order hereof, shall impose such 
sanctions as may be authorized by law. To the extent authorized 
by law, such sanctions may include: 

(a) cancellation or termination of agreements or contracts 
with such person, entity, or any State or local public agency; 

(b) refusal to extend any further aid under any program or 
activity administered by it and affected by' this order until it 
is satisfied that the affected person, entity, or State or local 
public agency will comply with the rules, regulations, and 
procedures issued or adopted pursuant to this order; 

(c) refusal to grant supervisory or regulatory approval to 
such person, entity, or State or local public agency under any 
program or activity administered by it that is affected by this 
order or revoke such approval if previouslygivenj and 

(d) any other action as may be appropriate under law. 

S-S03t Findings of any violation under section 5-502 of 
this order shall be promptly reported by the head of each 
executive agency to· the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development and the Attorney General. The Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development shall forward this information to all 
other executive agencies. 



5 


5-504. Any executive agency shall also consider invoking 
appropriate sanctions against any person or entity where any 
other executive department or agency has initiated action 
against that person or entity pursuant to section 5-502 of this 
order, where the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development has 
issued a charge against such person or entity that has not been 
resolved, or where the Attorney General has filed a civil action 
in Federal Court against such person or entity. 

5-505. Each executive agency shall consult with the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, and the Attorney 
General where a civil action in Federal Court has been filed, 
regarding agency actions to invoke sanctions under the Act. 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development, the Department 
of Justice, and Federal banking agencies shall dev~lop' and .. 
coordinate appropriate. policies'and procedures for .;taking';.action 
under their,respective authorities. Each'decision to ,invoke 
sanctions and the reasons therefor shall be documented-and,shall 
be provided to the Secretary of Housing and Urban :'Deve1.opment .' 
and, where appropriate, to the Attorney General ;,in ~.a, .timely .. , .. ' , 

. . . , . 
manner. 

~ 

" 

~ 

:,' ,:;., "••~:t, 

, ,:. ~ 

General provisions,. 

6-601. Nothing in this 'order shall limit the authority of 
the Attorney General to provide for the coordinated ¢nforcement 
of nondiscrimination requirements'in Federal assistance 'programs 
under Executive Order ,No. 12250. ". 

... ' ' .:: ....- ':.'. .. 

'~""'6-602 : Ail provisions of regulations, .guidelines, :;,~·nd··' . 
procedures proposed to be issued by exe'cutive agencies' pursuant 
to this' order that implement nondi.scrimination requirements of 
laws covered by Executive Order No. 12250 shall be submitted to 
the Attorney General for review in accordance with that . 
Executive order. In addition, the Secretary shall"consult with 
the Attorney General regarding all regulations and procedures 
proposed to be issued under sections 4-401 and 4--402 of this 
order to assure consistency with coordinated Federal efforts to 
enforce nondiscrimination requirements in programs of Federal 
financial assistance pursuant to Executive Order No. 12250. 

6-603. Nothing in this order shall affect the authority 
and responsibility of the Attorney General to commence any civil 
action authorized by the Act. 

6-604. (a) Part IV and sections 501 and 503 of Executive 
Order No. 11063 are revoked. The activities and functions of 
the President's Committee on Equal Opportunity in Housing 
described in that Executive order. shall be, performed by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. 

(b) Sections 101 and 502(a) of Executive Order No. 11063 
are revised to apply to discrimination because of "race, color, 
religion (creed), sex, disability, familial.status or national 
origin." All executive agencies shall revise regulations, 
guidelines, and procedures issued pursuant to Part II of 
Executive Order No. 11063 to reflect this amendment to coverage. 

< (c) Section 102 of Executive Order No. 11063 is revised by 
deleting the term "Housing and Home Finance Agency" and 
inserting in lieu thereof the term "Department of Housing and 
Urban Development," 

more 
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6-605. Nothing in this order shall affect any requirement 
imposed under the Equal Credit Opportunity Act (15 U.S.C. 
1691 et seq.), the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (12 U.S.C. 
2801 et seq.) or the Community Reinvestment Act (12 U.S.C. 
2901 et.seq.). 

6-606. Nothing in this order shall limit the authority of 
the Federal banking agencies to carry out their responsibilities 
under current law or regulations. 

6-607. Executive Order No. 12259 is hereby revoked. 

Sec. 2. Report. 

7-701. The Secretary of Housing and Urban'Development _ 
shall-submit to the President an annual report commenting on the 
progress that the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
and other executive agencies have made in carrying out 
requirements and responsibilities under this Executive order. . 
The annual report may be ~onsolidated with the annual report on 
the state of fair housing required by section 808(e) (2) of the 
Act. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

THE 	 WHITE HOUSE, .... " 
;­

January 17, 1994. 

# # # 



THE WHITE HOUSE 


Office of the Press Secretary 


For Immediate Release 	 February ~2, 1994 

PRESIDENT CLINTON SIGNS EXECUTIVE ORDER 

ON EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR HISPANIC"AMERICANS 


, In keeping with his foc;:us on education today, following his speech tQ the 
American Council on Education. President Clinton will sign the Executive Order on 
Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans. 

• 	 The Executive Order establishes the President1s AdVisory Commission on 
Educational Excellence For Hispanic Americans, comprised of a chair and 24 
members who repres,ent educational. professional. civic and business 
organi~ons co~mitted to improving education for Hispanic Ameri~ans; 

• 	 The Order ensures that Hispanic;-serving institutions with an Hispanic population 
of 25 percent or more will'.have more input regarding the educational goals and 
issues of concern to Hispanic Americans; 

• 	 The Executive Order establisheS a White House Initiative Office which will 
operate out of the Departrrient of Education. The Office will be run by an 
Executive Director; , 

• 	 The Executive Order creates an interagency working group in which a senior 
level.official from each government agency will have oversight for 
implementation of ,the Order. 

Joining the President today for the signing will be the Vice President; SecretaJy 
of Education Richard Riley; Rep. Jose Serrano (D-NY). Chait, Congressional HispaI!ic 
Caucus; Rep. Esteban Torres (D-CA); Rep. Bill Richardson (D-NM); Rep. Carlos 
Romero Barcelo (D-PR); Rep. Solomon Oritz (D-TX); Rep. Robert Menendez (D-NJ); 
Rep. Lucille Royb8I-Allard (D-CA); and Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-CA). 

Additionally, more than 100 Presidents, Chancellors and Superintendents of 
Hispanic-serving institutions will be in attendance. Attached is a partial list of attendees 
who will be available at, the stake-out area following the signing. ' 

-30-30-30­
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Eduardo Padron' 
Chairman, Hispanic Association 
of Colleges and Universities 
Miami, FL 

Juan Gonzalez 
President, San Herman 
Educators ' 
Inter American University 
San Herman, PR . 

Miriam Cruz 
President, Equity Research Corporation 
Washington, DC 

Isaura Santiago 
President, HOSTOS Community College 
Bronx, NY 

Len Dominguez 
Deputy Mayor of Education 
The City of Chicago 
Chicago, IL 

Max Castillo 
President, University of Houston 
Houston, TX 

\ 

Jose Lopez-isa 
President, Bergen Community College 
Paramus, NJ 

-30-30-30­

. , 

Agnes Mojica 

Chancellor, San Herman 

Inter American University 


'San Herman, PR 

Ana-Sol Gutierrez 

Elected Member, Board of 


Montgomery County Public Schools 
Chevy Chase, MD ' " " 

Carmen Rivera 
Deputy Secretary of Education 

.. Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
San Juan, PR 

Douglas Patino 

President, CSU Foundation 

Long Beach,' CA 


Gilbert Chavez 

NAHFE 

Dallas, TX 


Maria Vargas . 

Member, 'Board of Education 

City of Chicago 

Chicago, IL 


\. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


Office of the Press Secretary 


For Immediate Release February 22, 1994 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR HISPANIC AMERICANS 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, 
and in, order to advance the development of human potential, 
to strengthen the Nation's' capacity to provide high-quality 
education, and to increase opportunities for Hispanic Americans 
to participate in and benefit from Federal education programs, 
it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1:: There shall be established in the Department 
of Education the President's Advisory Commission on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanic Americans (Commission). The Commission 
shall consist of not more than 25 members, who shall be 
appointed by the President and shall report' to the Secretary 
of Education (Secretary). The Commission shall comprise 
representatives who: (a) have a history of involvement with the 
Hispanic community; (b) are from the education, civil rights, 
and business communities; or (c) are 'from civic associations 
representing the diversity within the Hispanic community. In 
addition, the President may appoint other representatives as' he 
deems appropriate. 

Sec.~. The Commission shall provide advice to, the ,. 
President and,the Secretary on: (a) the progress of-Hispanic 
Americans toward achievement of the National Educatio.n Goals 
and other standards 6~ educational accomplishment; (b) the 
development, monitoring, and coordination of Federal efforts to 
promote high-quality education for'Hispanic Americans; (c) ways 
to increase State, private sector, and community involvement in 
improving education; and (d) ways to expand and complement 
Federal education initiatives. The Commission shall provide 
advice to the President through the Secretary. 

Sec. l. There shall be established in the Department of, 
Education the White House Initiative:on Educational Excellence 
for Hispanic Americans (Initiative). The Initiative shall be 
an interagency working group coordinated by the Department of 
Education and shall be headed by a Director, who shall be a 
senior level Federal official. It shall provide the staff, , 
resources, and assistance for the Commission and shall serve the 
Secretary in carrying out his or her responsibilities under this 
order. The Initiative is authorized to utilize the services, 
personnel, information, and facilities of other FeQeral, State, 
and local agencies with their consent, and with or without 
reimbursement, consistent with applicable law. To the extent 
permitted by law and regulations, each Federal agency shall 
cooperate in providing resources, 'including personnel detailed 
to the Initiative, to meet the objectives of this order. The 
Initiative shall include both career civil service and appointed 
staff with expertise in the area of education, and shall provide 
advice to the Secretary on the implementation and coordination 
of education and related programs across Executiye agencies. 
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Sec. '4. Each Executive department and each agency 
designated by the Secretary shall appoint a senior official, who 
is a full-time officer of the Federal Government and responsible 
for management or program administration, to report directly to 
the agency head on activity under this Executive order and to 
serve as liaison to the Commission and the Initiative. To the 
'extent permitted by law and to the extent'practicable, each 
Executive department and designated agency shall provide any
appropriate information requested by the Commission or the staff 
of the Initiative, including data relating to the eligibility 
for and participation by Hispanic Americans in Federal education 
programs and the progress of Hispanic Americans in relation to 
the National Education Goals. Where adequate data is not 
available, the Commission shall suggest the ~eans of,collecting 
the data. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary, in consultation with the 
Commission" shall submit to the President an Annual Federal Plan 
to, Promote Hispanic American Educational Excellence (Annual 
Federal Plan, or Plan). All actions described in the Plan shall 
be designed to help Hispanic Americans attain the educational 
improvement targets set forth in the National Education Goals 
and any standards established by the National Education 
Standards and 'Improvement Council. The Plan shall include ,data 
on eligibility for, and participation by, Hispanic Americans 
in Federal education programs, and such other aspects of the 
educational status of Hispanic Americans as the Secretary 
considers appropriate. This Plan also shall include, as an 
appendix, the text of the agency plans described in section 6 of 
this order. The Secretary, in consultation with the Commission 
and with the, assistance of the Initiative staff"shall ensure 
that superintendents of Hispanic-serving school districts, 
presidents of Hispanic-serving institutions of higher education, 
directors of educational programs for Hispanic Americans, and 
other appropriate individuals are given the opportunity to 
comment on the proposed Annual Federal Plan. For purposes of 
this order, a ,"Hispanic-serving" school district or institution" 
of higher education is any local education agency or'institution 
of higher education, respectively, whose student population is 
more than 25' percent Hisp~nic. ' 

Sec. 6. As part of the development of the Annual Federal 
Plan, each Executive department and each designated agency 
(hereinafter in this se~tion referred to collectively as 
"agency") shall prepare a plan for, and shall document, both 
that agency's effort, to increase Hispanic American participation 
in Federal education programs where Hispanic Americans currently 
are underserved, and that agency's effort to improve educational 
outcomes for Hispanic Americans participating in Federal 
education programs. This plan shall address, among other, 
relevant issues: (a) the elimination of unintended regulatory 
barriers to Hispanic American participation in Federal education 
programs; (b) the adequacy of announcements of program 
opportunities of interest to Hispanic-serving school districts, 
institutions of higher education, and agencies; and {c} ways of 
eliminating educational inequalities and disadvantages faced by 
Hispanic Americans. It also shall emphasize the facilitation of 
technical, planning, and development advice to Hispanic-serving 
school districts and institutions of higher education. Each 
agency's plan shall provide appropriate measurable objectives 
for proposed actions aimed at increasing Hispanic American 
participation in Federal education programs where Hispanic 
Americans currently are underserved. After the' first year, each 
agency's plan also shall assess that'agency's performance on the 
goals set in the previous year's annual plan.' These plans shall 
be submitted by a date and time to be established by the 
Secretary. 

more 
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Sec. 2. The Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management, in consultation with the Secretary and the Secretary 
of Labor, to the extent permitted by law, shall develop a 
program to promote recruitment of Hispanic students for part ­
time, summer, and permanent positions in the, Federal Government. 

Sec.~. I have determined that .the Commission shall be 
established in compliance with the Federal Advisory Committee 
Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App. 2). Notwithstanding any other 
Executive order, the responsibilities of the President under the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended, shall be performed 
by the Secretary, in accordance with the guidelines and . 
procedures established by the Administrator of General Services. 

Sec.~. Administration. (a) Members of the Commission 
shall serve without compensation, but shall be allowed travel 
expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as 
authorized by law,for persons serving intermittently in the 
Government service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707). 

(b) The Commission and the Initiative shall obtain 
funding-for their .activities from the Department of Education. 

(c) The Department of Education shall provide such 
administrative services for the Commission as may be required. 

Sec. 10. Executive Order No. 12729 is revoked. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

THE 	 WHITE HOUSE, 
February 22, 1994. 

# # # 



~l . .' 
,I " 

" ' 

, . ' (, 

'l " ,Y~'", ' 
. ,. , 1 ~ '1..'" 

, ' 
,I' 

," , , i" I 'I' .," ..::" , " '(',' 
.' .: .,,: . 

',', ' ). 
, ( ",',' 

/,- ,
I, \ • 

',( ", ' ' " 'THEiWHIT;E'HOUSE' ',' : \ 
I" .' 

'I' ,', ' __,', " - " ' , / ' ", r'-'·' 

..• J.' , ,Office tif;th.e,p;reS~' sec:retary, ' ' < 
I, 

" j '" '. ,i . ,;:.. .'1", ), 

.: ~ . 

, 

, 
, 


' '; <. ' " 

" <.. 1 ,i . 

For ' Iinm~diate ;'Releas~ , "J~iy, 27,,1994' 
, I.',: ' : " ' • i ~ . , " "'" " 

,\ ,," ,stat,ement"by, ,the 'pres,!d~nt, ' ,,, 
• .' ' .' ';' "'.', ," "",' ,-,'. - .; ..., ~-,~ •• ",', J ~ '; • i i " I', .' 

'OV4lr' ,the past ,thirty years, the protection of vot'ing ,rights" ,and the 

're'su.l~inq increaseintht! nWilberof ':minorityrepr~sentat1ves, in / 


- ',cong'r'ess,'has'been a ,testament 'to,:our,'t!nduringdemocracy~ ',Now, it 'is~;,; , 

',increasingly clear tIlat, a ;~irect. ,at~ack is '~i'J\g ~ ~ounted on elec:toral, ' 

,districts 'that' contain Afrl.can~Amerl.can, or Hl.span1.c population ',"'" 


;, majorii:ies. ", Inthe\fac~ o~ this att~ck';' ~~ ',positi'on ~()f this ' '" ,', ' 
'aClm1nis~ation is.'clear: w,.' are,,'co1J11ll1.ttedto, ~e, g:a~nsmadt! [by minorit;y
v()ters, :t;.hrougb' enforceme~t,ot the voting Rig~ts'Act." ," "", ,,' " ,.: ," ;, 

, " " ,", ,', ' : , ' / , , , :' ,,', ',' ,)" ' .. ,' ~'" " " \ 

" Wben':the 'Voting Rights,Act was ,pass_d in 1965 'with support frOll" '. 
Democ;rats', ':nd' Republicans alike, 'it w~s ,proPcarlY"viewed' as cent;-al,:to ", 

", our, Na'tion'sefforts "to, eradicate racial discrimination'.,~It seeks :not '" ' 
only to increase, the'nWriberot,'minority ,representatives, as important as ' 

, " th.t is .. , ~ore fundamentally, it', ensures" that ~inority voters ,liave an, " 
,:' ,', opportp,riity ,to ,cast ~JDeaningful votes, a.nd to :elect',:candidates 'of ,th.ir:' 

choice,. particularly in, thoseareas'wbere pol~ticsax:e racially" or, ",'"
ethnically" polarized'. '. ' .,' '; '! ' " '" : ' ,,' -I , .r, • 

, I <. '; i I ~, .' • .' I 

" .' . ~'. ," '~.' ~ : .: • '. .' f: '" ~" ' , ':. . '. ,.~~' .,." . - ,- ".' :. " .:..' .,,~" • . ' ',.' :. '.., '\1 " 

" ,At 'my 'il~struction, .Atto~eyGener~l,-,:anet .Jie}lo'and'As~ist~nt;Attorney,. ',: -: " 
., ,~General f9+ Civil Jtt9hts DevalL. Patrick are ,vigorously ,defending; the' " 


" ,'congressional'diatrictsthat' 'u'eC'U:R'e"tlybei,ng' challenged'./ ' Under,' "" \ 

" their leadership, :the,Onited"st;at;es has eitherint:ervened"as a party ,or ,: 


, :.:.-',become i~volved asa' fri'end of the CoUrt. in every ,one of, ~~se ,:, "\ ,;" 
I , challenges. ' IJronically, these~ districts, ,ar~ th,e;'most 'illt;egrated: ", 

congr~ssional',district~ in th~ ,nation. Under the ,1~adershipofDeval' 


JPatri9k, ~e Just~ce' Department's Civil.'Rights D~vision is working har~ , 

,'/ to ,ensure that th,e· cons~itution bas meaning' for minority ,,{oters 'by , 

, making' 'the ,'ca.e:that,thes;e ciistri'C't,s: s~ay'.lntact.~I,aqree wholehearte,dll", 

that heshouldhave,al:l~e resources necessary for~at,work. 


,In ,theSh~rt-teri,'1:h~ fatei'~f, .i~ority-yqting' "ri.g~ts ;~is.in'the," 'courts,~ 
In"the.l:ong~term,'.if necessary, I, will work'withAttorney General Reno," 


"f '!lild Members ,of Congress. to 'enactleglslation to clarify 'and, reinforce '. 

,'theprotections'af ~e'Voting: ,Rights,·Ac~.' Inclus,ionof ,all AlIler-icans ,in . , 

"",the J.:!ol;t~cal' ~rocess' is:no~,ia l~;:,it,is,::~e~tral"jto ,our ,futUre' as' 
"",':the wOl;"ld s most(vibran~,~8:Dlocracy. :',,: ",,:, ,'.': '/,' 

).' ;), 
",> \ 

\ " , " ',. I,'# " : ). 
"'! " ';1, 


,\' 


,." \ 

".( '\. ", , 
. \ " ! '" 

, > 

, . \ .' ,.' I , , ' 

" ' .,' . : (!, '/', 
'r· 

" , , r • ',/ ' ,.J, , ',' 

.. '," \, ' 

( J ", '. " l' " : - .\; I"\ 
• '. - I 

, ' 

" .' . ,'- , .", , .',' ,. ;, '." , . 
< , " "', " ' . " , ' , ,I , " , ." . .' .,'< " .: ".,' 

, , 
I _' - , 

'" '~ 

" " , , 
,. ,,' 

"\: . 

, ': 

I. ',' 
I ' , ",; - , ,:' ,",' .." J' 

,'. :~, . 
. "",'

-' ,-. 

'; , 
,j .... ' 

',' " 'I " " 

) : ' " j, .' '.. ,
! ' 

' 

, '( 

" " 

, " 

http:In"the.l:ong~term,'.if


_____ ..--1' ­-.----. -­
, --- - , .. -­

THEWHI'!'E HOUSB 
" . 

Off1ceof' the Press' Secretary. 
(Memphis I . ,Tennessee) 

November 13 ,19,93For Immediate Release 

, ,Ij. 

REMARKS'SY THE. PRESIDENT 

TO THE' 86TH ANNUAL. HOLY CONVOCATION' ,OF 


, :. THE ~~CH OF GOD IN.CHRIST . 


Mason'Te~pie .church of, God In ',chr1s,t , 
, MemphiS, ,Tennessee' , 

L, ' 

. 11 :51 A.M., CST 
, " 

. . 'l'HE PRESIDENT: 'l'hat1k you~· Please sit down~:B1shOP 
Ford, Mrs. Mason, Bishop OWens ,and Bishop And"rsoni ~y !::I1s~op~, 
Bishop Walker and BishopL1ndsey. (Applause. ) Now, if you, . 
haven't had Bishop L~ndseyt s !::Iarbecu,e, you haven't had barbecue. . 
(APplause.) And. if you haven It heard Bishop Walker' attack one of ' 
my' opponents, you have never heard ,a political speech •. (Laughter
and applause.) . . ' 

i, _ 

, I am "qla'dto i)ahere. : You have touched'my, heart •. 

You brouqhttears to my:eyes and. ,joy to my spirit., (Applause.) 

Last year'l was over wit~'youatihe Convention center., ''!'Wo 

years a90 your. bishops came to Atkans.as and we laid a pla~e at 

The Point. in, Little, Roclf".:Arkansas", . at:~,8th' and Gaines,' w~ere. 

Bishop Mason received the .inspiration for the . name qf thi'sqreat

church. (Applause •.). ",' '<.' '..... . .", ... ' 


• ~ -t,. 

Bisbop srooks said. from;h1SP~~pit that I would. be 
elected President wben'1I1ostpeQPlethouqht I 'wouldn't surv1ve. I. 
thank him and I thank ,your faith ancl" 1 :th.anltyourworlts, ,for ' 
without you I would not be here today' as your President. 
(Applause.) , '. ',:,,' 

Many have spoken eloquently and, well, and':i~~ny have' 

been introduced. I 'want. to '. thank my 900d' friend, Governq?::.', 

McWherter and my friend .Mayor,Herenton for being with me today -~ 

(applause )--my friendconqressman Harold Ford, we are gla,dto 

be' in .his congressional district. (Applause. , . 


..x'wo.uld like to,if.% might, introduce ;uliS,tthree, 

other people whe) are members of' the conqress.:. 'riley have come 

here with me. And withoutthem' it. IS harel for me to do much' for 

you. The~resident proposes' and the. Conqress .dispoaies. ' 

(Laughter.) SO,metimes theyd1spose of what I· 'propose,- but. -- . 
(laughter) • I '.m happy to Bay that according to 'a recent report· 
in 'washington,notwitbstand1nq what you may have heard, this . 
congress has given me ah~qherpercentage of my proposals than 
any first year P~eBid.ent since President.' Eisenhower. ~ And .I 'thank. 
them for that.' . (Applause. ) . 

Let ,me introduce lilY good'friena, a viSitor, to ' 
,Tenneasee~ Congressman Bill Je£~erson from New Orleans, , 
.Louisiana. '. Please stand Up. (.A.pplause'-) And an early S\1pporter 
of my campaign. (APPlause ~ ) Congressman Bob cle.ent from ' 
Tennessee, ~own'to many of you. (APplause.) Allda young man 
who's going. ~o be c::01Qinq, back to the people of Tennessee and . 
asltinq them to give him, a promotion next year, Congressman Jim 
cooperfrom'l'ennessee I . and ;\ good friend. ' please welcome him. 
(Applause. ) , 

You know, 1ilthe la.st 10 months, 'I've been called a 
lot of things, but nObodyls called me a'bishop yet. (Lauqbter
and apPla.use.)', ,When .1 WGS. a.bout nine' years old, my belovea and. 
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nowi1eparted gr.an~other i 'who ~a8 ':a ve~y: 'wise woman" looke~, ~t me 
'and'she said, ,you know, I believe you 'co~lr?: ,be' a prea.cheJ:' 1f you, 

, were just a 11ttlebetter'PClY~.' ,):Laughter'i_:,) , ' 
.' . 	 . ;. .' ~: ..' . .;, \. ,'. '. _. 

" "',', ',' The pt'~ve,rp',s,ays ;,;'111\ h'appy ',heart',~oeth:g6?d'11ke, .'i', 
med.icine, but ;" broken'8plr:1'~ dr;:yeth thebQne", This.s a happ~ 
place I and I I m happy to btfhere;' , (Applause. )", !, thapk you for ' 
your spirit. (APplaus'e ..:)' ,',; ':'" ,:. ': :' 

I 
 , . ':~ .. ',~ ;', ".'~ ~ .. ( ~. 


I 	 . By the qr'a~'e'of: ,God and yO\J.r''help') , last year I was 
elected Pres~dent ;0£, this ¢reat :'c,o,\:lntry ',1 never dreamed that II would ever' have a ch'anceto, ~ome't'o ;th~s '~hall'ow:~d place ,where"l Martin Luther Kinq, gaveJ;l.ts' las.t ser,mon ~ , I: as,kyou, to ~h1nk 

Ii 'today' about the purPose for ,which Iran and J.he purpose for whichi 

I
I 

' 'so manY'of you worked to put me 1n th1s,qreatofflce~ ,I have 
worked hard ~okeep fai tb w,1th, our common efforts' -~ ~ to restor:e1" ' 
theeCoDomy; tor-everse the, politics, 0,£ he1p1n9 ~only those at ,the 

, top of' our totem pole and ,not ,the,hard-work1ngmlddle class or 
~the poor; to bring our'people'toqether'across rac1aland'reqionalI 	 and polit1cal ,lines i to make fLstren'qth out' of our ·divers1tyj, 	

lnste~d of letting it, tear''iui .apart'; to reward, w~rk and family 
and coaun1tyand:trytomove us fQrward into the 21st: century.
I. have 't+,ied to keep faith •. , ';~" ',',' ',"' 

• 	 " f. • " ••• ' ~ • ". :: • _. 

, ' ",', :, '"rhirteen p~rcG!At of' ;"~ll:.Y ,pres1d~nt1al, appOintll,ents 
are Afr1'can 'AIler1cans ,and,there'are~'five Afr1can' Am,ericans ,'in 
the Cabinet' of ,'the Un1ted states'..;· ,two and a' balf times as many 
as ,have ever served in the history of, 'thla;. qre~t land., _ ' 
(Applause.),' I' h_ve, sought ,to advanc,e ,the; r1qht"to',vote witb, the', 

",motor voter'bill; supported' so Stron'qly by all the·ehu~ehe8 in ' 
our cpuntrYi,'An(l next: week It·wll1be my great horior'to.s1~ :tl':u:~;
Restoration' of', Religious ,"Freedoms -Act, ,', a bill' supported' widely ))7.' : 
people. acro,ss, all" religions, arid' 1'011 tical :pq11osophles :to puj: 

,b,ack "the, re'a,l mean:hiq of the ,coDst:1:tut1on -;';':'to: qive .you and , . 
' every\,otherAmer1canthefreeC1om to do ~what iSllloat 1mportant in ' 

your ~ife,to'worship God as your spir1tleadsyou. (Applause.)' 
,,' < ,'oj , :.'", '. "r, "'~ .• : ,": ',: .:":' .~.\~: "':'~: ',',,: " . ;~ ";1'~ ~ "", .' 

,~-\ ' ",',IS8yto YOU, ,my' fe~l/ow"Americans, ~e have made.a 
good beginning: ,Inflation 1s:down,. ,Intere'st rates' are down. 
The de~1cit, is down. Investment ~8U'P. Millions of Amer1cans~, 
includ1nq',I'l)et,some peop~einth1s room, have refinanced their, ,. 
homes or their bUSiness lpans'::hist i,n the last ,year. " (Applause.) , 

,And" in :the last 10 months, this, economY.bas,produced more jobs in:,
the~private sector' thap' .~n, ,t~•. :preV1ous"four 'years,., ,,' ' 

': . '. .' '. '. . . lie ·Ii.vepaan~ ~l.~ 'eailedth~F~i'lYLeavelaw, . 
wh1.chsays,you can't ,be, fired '1£ you take a:little,t±me 'off wben 
a b~Y'18 born or a parent '1. s1ck. (Applause.)"We know that 
most: Amer1cans' have,to wor~, but you ought not· to' have :to give uP' 
being a 900d p~rentjust to take a job-, If, you' can t t':sue,cElEId as 
a worker 'and ,il: paretit:',tll,is"::country can t ~ ;laake'it. ' ,<t, ' 

. ':" 
"' . 

'On,.Aprl1 15th, when ~eoPle 'pay' their taxes', ','
som,ewhere betweieri'15 ,million and 18 m1111'onworking fani;ll'ies "cn 
modest ineomes,fUilies With children and incomes of under 
'23,000,"1111 qeta tax cut" not', a tax increase,' in 'the' most 
importa.nt eff-o:t:t to 'eneur.'that:we reward. work 'andfam1lY'in the-' 
last 20 years.' Fift.y m1.11ion AJaer1.ean parentE andtheirchil<tren 
w1-l1be advantaged by puttinq the 'tax ,codeb.ack.on the e;.dA of 
work1ng American parents, for: a change •. , (Applause. ) " 

"" ' 

. , " : 
. I .'. 
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Under't.he :eaQE,rship of the First ;..adY~'w~ h~~~ 

produced a comprehensi'/~ plan to guarantee ~~~;th c.r~, see~;-!~~ . 

to all Americans. How can we expect th/!!o ,AJ1E! ... ,;.,,,an PF!o., .. e, te, ~ ~ 
and to live with all the chanqes i,n a global economy I where the 
averaqe 18-year-old will change work seven times in a l~fetime, 
unless we can simply say, we have, joined the ranks of a_l the 
ot.her advanced, countries in tha world; you can have dece~t, ?:nlt11 
care that's always there that can never be taken away? .. t ~s 
time we 41d that; long past t1me. I ask you to help us a~h1eve 
that. (Applause.) 

But we have so much more t,o do •. ' you and I know that 
most people are still working harder for the Game or lower wages;
that many people are afra1d that their job will go away. We have 
to provide the education and traininq our people need, not just
for our ch1ldren bu~ for our adults, too. -If we cannot close 
this country up 'to tbeforces of change sweep:i.ng throuqhou,t the 
world, we have to a~ least quarantee people the security of being
employable. They have to be able to get a Dew job if they're
qOing to have to get a new job. we don't do that today, and we 
must, and we intend to proceed until that is done. 

We have to guarantee that there will be some 
investment in those areas of our country -- in tbe inner cities 
and 1n the dest1tute rural areas in the MississiPp1 Delta, of my
home state and this state ana!Lou1Siana:and MissiSSippi, and 
other places like 1t throughout AlDer1ca. It's all very well to 
train people, but 1f they 4on't, have a job, tbey can))e trained' 
for nothinq. We must get investment to those places where the 
people are dying for work. '(Applause.), 

, .' Ana finally, let me say, we must fina people who 
will buy what we have to produce.' We'are the most productive
people on' Bartb. That mak.esus proud. ,But what t;.hat means is 
that every year one person can produce more in tbe same amount of 
time. Now, if fewer and fewer people can produce more and more 
th1ngs, and y&t you want to create more jobs 'and raise people's
incomes, YOU have to have more customers for what it 18 you're
making. , And that is why I have worked so hard to sell more 
American products: around the world; why I haveesked that we be 
able to sell bill10ns of Qollars of computers we used not to sell 
to foreign countri'es and foreign interests -- to put our people
to work. . 

Why? ,Next week I am 9010g all the way to Washinqton 
statato lIleet with the president ,of China and the prime Minister 
of Japan aLd the heads of 13 other Asian countries, the fastest 
growing part of the world, to say: We want to be your partners.
We will b~y your goods, but we want you to buy ours, too, if you
please. (Applause.) 'l'hat is why. (Appla.use.) ., 

" , 

That :i.s why I have worked 60 hard for th1s North' 
American Trade Agreement that Congressman Ford endorsed today, 
and congressman Jefferson endorseci and cong::-essman CooP&t· and 
Congressman Clement, because we know that Americans can compete
iUld win qnly 1fpeople will buy wbat it is we bave to sell.,' 
There are,90 million people in Mex1co. seventy cents of every
dollar they spend on foreign 90ods,they spend on Amer1t:a.n goods.
people worry fairly about people shutt1nq down plants in America 
and going not just to Mex1co but to any place where the labor 18 
cheap. It has happened. 

What :t want' to say to you, ll!Y fellow Americans ,is,
nothing in this agreement make that more likely. That has ' 
happened already. It may happen again. ' What we need to do 1s 
keep the j~bs here by finding customers tnere. That's what this 
agreement does. It gives usa chance to creat& oppor~ur.1cy for
people., (Applause.) . 

, 1 woul(t nevel: -- there are 'Ceople -- I have friendS 
in this audience. peop~_ ~bo are ~u1Aters from ~y s~ate, fathers 
end SODa, people -- I've loo~ed out allover th1S v~s~ crowd and 

MOR! ' 


http:sweep:i.ng
http:Under't.he


• ..:=2J 1 
• '. II 

1; Bee people I I ve known for years., They lttlOW, I span t my wliol. 
lil.~, working to create jobs,' I, would never knowingly,o.o anythinq 
that would take a job 'away from'the American people. TIlis , 
agreement will makemol':e jobs,. NOW, we can a18'0 leave it if it 
do~sn~t work'in six months. But i~ we don't ·take ~t, we'll los 
it forev~r. We need to take it, be~ause we have to do better. 

. . ' '\ ~. 

, But I guess what I really w'ant' to say to' you' today I 


my fellow Americans, is that we can all of this and still fail 

,unless we meet the qreat crisis of the spirit that is gripping 

Americ'a today. ' 


When'I leave you, conqressmanFord and I are qoioq 

to a Baptist church near here 'to a town meeting he's baving on 

health care and.'violenee. I tell you, unless we, do something

about' crime and.; violence and drugs that is rava'ginq'the ' 

community~'we will not be able 'to repair this country.

(Applause. )' ' 

If Martin Luther ':KlnQ', who said., "L1keMoses, I am 

on the mountaintop and I caD see the promised land, but I'. not 

gOing to be able to get there with you, but we ~11l q.t there," 

-- if he were to reappear by my side .today andg1ve us a report


. carel on the .last 2S years, what would he say? You did a good
job, he would say, 'votlng and electing people who formerly were 
not electable because of the color oftbeir skin. You bave more 
political power, and that 1s qood. You did a' ·'lood job, he would " 
say, letting people who have the ability .to do so live wherever 
they want to live, go wherever ,they want to go in this great 
country•. You did a good job, be would' say, elevating people of 
color into the ranks of the United states Armed Forces to the 
very top, or into the very top of ourqovernment.' You dl'd a very
good job, he would say.. He ·would say,you did a· qoodjob
creating a black middle class of people who"really are doinq
well; and. tbe middle class is growing more among African . 
Americans' than among non-African Americans" .You did a good. job'. 
Ybu elid a good job lnopening opportunity. 

But he would say, 1: did not live and die, to" see the 

AIIIerican family des,troyed. lAPP,lause.) I did not ,live'and die 

to see 13-year-old boys qet automati~ weapons and qun down 9~ 

year-olds just for the kick of it. (Applause.) I dld not live 

and die to see young people destroy their own lives with drt,~s 

and then build fortunes destroying the'livEls :0£ others. That is 

not what I came.bere to do. (Applause.) 


I f'ought,:' for freedom, he woul'a say,' but not' for. the 

freedom of people to kill each other with reckless abandon;' not 

for the freedom of children to have children and the fathers of 

the children walk away' from the. and abandon them ,as "if they 

don t t amount toanyth1ng. (APplat\se~ ) I' fought for people to 

have the right to work. but not to have Whole comm\tnities' and 

people abandoned': This 'is not what I lived and died for. ' 


, ... . 

My fellow Americans ,:he would say, I fought toe'top
white people'from being so filled with hate that they woul~ wreak 
violence on black people. 'I did not f iqht for the right of black 
people to murder oth~r, l:>lack people with reckless aband,Qn. ' ' 
(Applause.) , .' 

The otllerd8Y·the Mayor of Balt1JRore, a dear friend 
of mine" told,.e a storY ~f,v1sitinc; the family of a younq man 
who' had been k.1.1led -- 1e years old -- on Halloween" He .always , 

, went out withli~tle bitty kids sO.they could trick.-or-treat 
safel,)". And across thf,t street from where' :they were walk1nq on 
Halloween, a 14-year-old boy gave a 13-year-old boy' a qun and 
dared him 1:0 shoot the 19-year-old :bOY; and he shot hill'dead. 
ADd the Hayor had to, Visit the family. 

In Washington·, .'Dc, where I,live, your Nation's 
capital, the symbol of freedom throU9nouttbe world'·· look how 
that freedom is ~e1n9 exerCised. The ~har n~qht a.man came 
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,lOnG' the· .tr•• t a~H.t qn"'.)~.t1 Ii Cllll.YII.l......~Ul Ob~l" .n~i il ~t ~h. 
child i~ his car. The child may have been the child ot ~h. man. 
And two people were after him and. they chased him in thec,r, and 
they just. kept shooting with reckless 'abandon, knowing 't~e.t baby 
was in the car. And they shot the man dead, and a bullet wint 
through his body i~to the baby's body and blew the little bootie 
off the child's fcot. 

'The other.. day on the front page of our paper, .the 

Nation's capital, are wetalk1nq about world peace or world . 

conflict? No -- big article on the front page of The Washington 

Post about an ·'ll~year-old child planning her funeral -- "these 

are the hymns I want sung; this is the dress I want to wear; I 

know I'm not q01nq to live very lonq." That is not the freedom 

-- the freedom to die before you're a teenager is not what Hartin 

Luther King lived and died for. (Applause.) 


, More than 37,000 people d.ie from qunshot wounds in 
this country every year. Gunfire is the leading cause of death 
in young men. . And now. that, we've all qot1:en so cool that 
everYbody can 'qet a semiautomatic weapon, a person shot now is 
t~ree times more likely ~o die than 15 years ago, because they're
likely to bave three bullets in them. one hundred and sixty
thousand children stay home from school everyday because they 
are scared they will be hurt in their ,school. 

The other day I was in California at a town meeting,
and a handsome young man stood up and said, Mr. president myI 

brother and I, we don't belong to gangs; we don't have guns; we 
donlt do drugs; we want to go to school; we want to be . 
professionals; we want' to work hard; w,e want to do well; we want 
to have families. And we~hanqed our school because the school 
we were in was so dangerous, so when we stowed up to the new 
school to register, my brother and I were standing in line and 
somebody ran 1ntothe school and started shooting a qun. My
brother was shot down standing right in front ·of me at the safer 
school. 

The freedom to do that kind'of thing is not what 
Martin Luther 'king lived and died for. (Applause.) It's not 
what people gathered in this hallowed church for the night before 
he was assassinated in April of 196e. If you had told anybody
who was here ~n that church on. that night that we would abuse our 
freedom in that way, they would have found it hard to believe. 
And I tell you it is our moral duty to turn it around. 
(Applause. ) , 

, And now I think finally we have a chance. Finally:
I think, we have a chance. We have a pastor here from New Haven, 
connect1cut. I was in his church with Reverend Jackson when I 
was ru~1ng forPres1dent on a snowy day in Connecticut to mourn 
the death of ch11dre~ who had been killed in that city. Ana· 
afterward we walked down the street for more than a 'mile in the 
snow. Then the American people. were not. ready. people would 
say I .oh, this 1s a terrible thi,nq I but .what can we do about it. 

Now when we read that forei9U v.isitors come to our 
shores and are killed at ,random in our f1nestate of Florida; 
when we see our children planning their funeral; when the 
American people are finally coming to grips w1ththe accumulated 
wave of'crime and violence and the breakdown of family and . 
community and the increase in drugs and the decrease in jobs, I 
think finally we may be ready to do something about it. ' 

And there is something for' each of us to do. There 
are changes we can make from the outside in -- that's the job of 
the president and the Congress and the governors and the mayors
and the SOCial service agenCies. Then.there's some chanq@s,we're 
going to have to make from the inside out, or the others won't 
matter. (Applause.) That's what that magnificent sonq was 
about, wasn't it? ,Sometimes there are no answers from the 
outSide in; S011\etilne.s all·'!:he ans'Wers·have to come ftomthe 
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value~ and ,the stirrinqs ind the Voices,~hat,speak to us Jrom 
within. 

" ' 

So we .are beq1nning. We are try109to pasi a'bill 
to .ake our people safer -_·to put another 100,000 pol1de 
officers on the street. ,.0 provide boo't camps instead of prisons 
for young people who 'can sttll be rescued. (Applause.) 'To " 
provide more safety 1rt our' schools. To restrict, t'ne avallabili ty
of these awful assault weapons. To pass. the Brady,B111 and at 
least require people:",i;O have' their criminal backqround checked, 
before 'they get a gun. And. to say, if, you" re ll0t .oldenough, to 
vote and you I re not old enouqh to go to Wal" I you 01lgh t not to own 
a hand.qun andyououqht 'n'otto' use one u~less you,' re on a tarqet
'range . (Applause . ) 

We want to pass a health care bill that will make 
drug treatment available for everyone; And we also have to do it 
-- we have to have drug treatment and education 'available, to , 
everyone, and, espec1ally those who are in prison, who are cO.,ing 
out. We have, a Druq Czar ~ow in Lee Brown, who Was thePoli,ce 
Chie,~ of Atlanta, of Houston, of, New York, whou~derstands these 
things. And when the Congress comes back next· year we will be ,
moving forward on that.' , 

we need thiscrim~ bill now. we ouqht to qive it to 
the Amerlcan people for Christmas. 'And we need to move forward 
on all these other fronts. " But I say to you, my fellow 
Americans, we need some other thinqs as well~ ,I do not believe 
we can repair the baSic fabric of society until people who are 
willing- to' ,work have work.' work ,orqanizes life. It gives 
structure and discipline to life. It, qive. meaning and self­
esteem to peopie who are parents. It q1ves a role model to
children.' " .' 

, ,The famous African Amerlcan, sOC'1010gist'; William 
Julius' Wilson, has written a stunninq book called 'rbe Truly
D1sadvant8gec:3., 'in whiCh he chron1ctesin breathtakinq terms how 
the inner c,it1es ofoul:' country have cr\1Dll.)led as work. has 
disappeared. And. we must ,finel, 'a way, throu;h publ,ic and. private 
sources, to enhance the attractiveness of the American people who 
live there to get investment there. we cannot, I submit to you, ' 
repair the American e,ommunity and. restoretbe American family
until we provide the 'structure, the value, the discipline and the 
reward that work q1~es.' ,(Applause. J 

I read a wonderful speech the other day given at 
Howard univerSity 1n 'a lecture series funded by Bill and camille 
Cosby; in which the ,speaker said, "I ;r.ew up in Anacostia yea,rs " 
a9'o.' Even tt,lenit was, all black. and 'it was a very poor . 
ne1qhborhooc:3.. But you k.now; when I was a child in Anacost1a, 100 
perc~nt African American 'nei;hborhood, a very pOor'neiqhborh~d, 
we bad a crime rate ,·that was lower than the, averaqe of, the crime, 
,rate, of our City.', Why? Because, we hael cOh'erent fall11ies. We 
had coherentcommunit1es," The' people who filled the church on 
sunday lived in- ,the same place they went to church. The guy that 
owned .the druqstore lived ,down the street. The person that owned 
the grocery store lived ,in our eommunity.we were whole. II 

, ~ , 

Ana: I say ,'to .you , we have to, make" ourpeople,wbole

again.' This church bas,'sto()d'for tha1:. ,Why' do you think you ,

have' five million members in,this cou~try? Because peop,le know 

you are filled With the 'spirit of God' to do the r1qht thing in 
. ... .this life by them. (Applause.) 

,so I say to you, we have to make a partnership - ­
all the government agencies, all the,business folks ...- Due WhOT'ft 

there are no families, ,where there is' no'order, where there is no 
hope, where we are reducing the size of our armed services 
be~ause,. we have won the Cold. Wa.r -- who w1l1be there, tc;> give 
structure, disclpline, and love ,to'these eh:lldren? 'You must' do 
that. Audwe must' help YOU.. ' 

MORE 
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seripture says, you are the salt of the Earth and 
the l1ght of the world. That if your light shines before ,men 
they will give glory to the Father in heaven. That is what we 
must do. That is wnat we must do. How would we explain it to 
Hartin Luther King if he showed'up today ana said~ Yes, we won 
the Cold War. Yes, thebiqqest threat that all of us grew up
under, communism and nuclear war. communism gone; nuclear war 
receding. Yes, we developed all these miraculous technoloq1es.
Yes, we all have qot a ,VCR in our home. It's interesting. Yes, 
we get 50 channels on the cable. Yes l without regard to race I 1f 
you work hard and play by the rules I yOlt can get into a service 
academy or a good eollege, you'll do just great. 

How would we explain to him all these kids qetting
k1lled and killing each other? How would we justify the ,things 
that we permit that no other country in the world would permit?
How could we explain' 'that" we gave people the freedom to succeed 
and we created conditions in which millions abuse that freedom to 
destroy the things that make life worth living and ,life itself? 
We cannot. . 

And so I·say to you today,· my fellow AIIericans, you 
gave me this job. And we're making progress on the things you
hired me to do. But unless we deal with the ravages of crime and 
drugs and violence and unless we recognize that it's due to the 
Dreakdown of the family, the community and the disappearance of 
jobs; and unless we say some of this cannot be done by government 
because we have to reach deep inside to the values, the spirit,
the soul and the truth of human nature, none of tbe other things 
we seek to do will ever take us w~ere we need to go. 

So in this pulpit, on'th1s day, let me ask all of 
you in your heart to say we will honor the life and the work of 
Martin Luther king; we will honor the meaning of our church; we 
will somehow, by God's grace, we will turn this around. We will 
give these children a.future. ~e will take away their guns and 
give them books. We will take away their despair and give th~m 
hope. We will rebuild the familiee and the neighborhoods and the 
communities. .We won't make all the work that bas gone on here 
benefit just a few. We will do it together by the grace of God. 

Thank you. ,(Applause.) 

END 12:22 P.M. CST 
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, THE PKISInERT: Thank you for that wonderful 
welcome. Thank you for your sign about ~A. (Laughter and 
applause.) .1 didn't give it to her, I promise. (Lau~ht~r.), 

aeverend Whalen, it's wonderful to be in your . 
ehurch, and I thank you for hosting thi8;town hallmeet1ng. Last 
year Reverend, Whalen accepted my'invitation to come to Arkansas 
to the Governor's Mansion, and to meet with me about a Dumber of 
the problems you t 11 be discussin9 today. Ana it t s good. to ~ee 
him again. He came to my house, and I'm in his bouse now. 
(Applause. ) 

I want to thank my 900d friend, Harold Ford, ,wbo
started helping me in my quest ,to become president early, and 
long before that, worked with me to help.reform the welfare laws 
to give people both the obligation to work and the opportunity to 
grow and thrive. And the two things go together, and I thank 
Harold Ford for,that. 

,II.glad to be bere with Congressman Clement and 
with Congressman Jim Cooper. I'" glad to, see them both up here 
talking•. I was especially glad to see Jim talking because he's 
90+ng to come back and ask you for a promotion next year -- ,
(laughter) ~- and he needed to qet warmed up bere,anaI like

'that. ' 

I'm glad our good friend, congressman Jefferson came 
all the way from New Orleans to be with us today. That was good.
(ApPlause.) Mayor MorriS, it's good to see you. 'And I saw Mayor 
HerentoD earlier today. And I want to say a speCial word of 
thanks to my good friend, GOvernor McWherter. I think be's one 
of the finest governors in the country and a person could never 
ask for a better friend; And I thank you. (Appla.use.) 

We were out in the wind at the airport, announcing
the support of several members of Congress for the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. ·And Congressman Jefferson from New 
orleans, wbo didn't know GOvernor McWherter very well, looked at 
him 'and sa1c1,nyou were probably a better qovernor than Bill . 
Cl1nton and you're certainly a ))etter w1na-breakeT than he was." 

meetinq . was scheduled before I announced that I COiling here ' 


(Laughter and applause.) ., 
-~ 

Let me say, too, that you know, th1s town hall: .' 
was 

to speak to the annual convention of the Church of God in Christ. 
And Congressman Pord invited me to come by; I wanted. to come. .' 
The leader of ,our Office of Drug Policy ~nd a saember of my
Cabinet, Lee Brown, is here, and 'he"ll be speaking after I leave. 
I'm going to introduce him as I go. Lee was the police chief in 
Atlanta, in Houston, and in New 'York and really pioneered the 
d.evelopment of communl.ty pol'1c1l:lg in' our country, and proved.. that 
1~ you t).ot only had enou'9b. POlice officers, but if you 4eployad
them in the right way, you eO~ld actually prevent crime from 
occurring ae well as catch cria1nals more quickly. And in 
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preventinq cl'ime from occurring" y:>u coule. build l:tr1dges ,in 

neighborhoods and put lives" back together and put communities 

back ~o9'ether~ 


So I ,want. to1mplore you not', to turn this into just 
a speech~makinq eve~t. This is a discussion df' crime and' 
v101ence ,as a pU}:)ll.c beal th issue. It affects you ,and YOlU·. 1i ves 
and the lives of your children. So when r go, you staY.Wlll 
you do that? ,I want you to'be'a part of this. This is 
important. (Applause.) 

I want you to knoww.hy this is such a,big issue to 
me as an :American· a husband, a father, as well as as preSident. 
I got elect'ed pre~ident on some very, basic cOJlUllitments. I said 
that I would try to qet'the economy going again., I said ~. would 
try to restore the middle class ,and ,give hope to the poor 'by 
rewarding work and supporting fuilies. ,I' said that I wo~ld try , 
to bring the.country together again, across the line of region
and income and'race, so that we could work together to ensure a 
better future for everyone. , 

, ' 'NOW,in the last 10 months, we've worked hard. 
largely on the economy, 'to get the def1cit doWD, to keep
inflation down,to get interest ,rates down. nat means 
investments up. I 'don't know, I bet there are • lo~, of people in 
this room even who were able to refinance a home,intbelast 
year. Millions of Americans have done that, lowered their 
monthly payments. And we now have -- in' ,the l ••t .10 mon~s the 
economy bas produced more jobs ,in the private.ector than in the 
'previous four: years. ' , 

, , ' But we all know that I s not enough, we have to do 
more. I came here to support the North American F.ree Trade 
Agreement today for '. simple reason, and tbat ~8 that our workers' 
are becom1nq more productive and more,compet1tive. T~ey have to, 
to survive in ,the :,worlcL But productiVity means that the same 
person can produce more in tbe same or less time. Riqht?,So if 
fewer people are proQucingmore stuff, 'the only way you can 
create more jobs and hiqher incomes is if you have more customers 
for the things YOU t re producing. , . ' 

, ,', So that' s very importantr this trade a;reement· 8 .. 
important to me. But' when you get', througb all 'of that, you ,have . 
to, come :back to tbe, fact that this country. is 90il1; to have a 

, very hard time making 1 t unless ,we dosometh1ng about this ,wave 
of crime and violence' that' Ii tear1ntJthe hea.rt 'out of America.• 

. . . . . .. ' 

. . ' And it 'affects everybody who thinks' they're not 

affected. by it. It affects you' in ma~y ways by forcing you as 

taxpayers to pay a lot more money to put people in the ' 

penitentiary than you otherwise would. You know, this country 

now has ah1gher percentage of people in prison than any other 

country in the world. Do you know that? That'. something we're 

nUJDl:)er one in.. And we know that in spite of that,. a lot of 

people get,out before, they should. 

, <' Itmsans that you pay mote in bealthcare. Why?
Because thisreallY.1s a pUblic ,health problem., I bave spent' 
years study1nqthe,Amer1can health care system and trying ,to 
figure out why we spend 40 or SO percent more than anybody else 
on health' care and ,w.• still can't figure out how to give health 
care to everybod.y.< And I'll tell you one reason. One reason is 
that on any given night, our emergency rooms are f~lled with 
people that'are cut up and shot, who don ' thave,any,hea1th " 
insurance and t~e~est 'of us pay for it. '(.Applause.)~. . 

'.
NOW" 'that's not the nwnber one --, .we, ought, to be 

coucerned about them and,others. I don't mean that on a human 
level. But you just need to know that if. you say ,to IDe four 

, yea.rs frC1!l now, Mr,., PreSident, ·t4hy haven't youbrouc;ht our health' 
,care costs mol:" in l1.ne with everybody 'else's and 9iven'health 
care to e:verybody -- if you "'ant the costs brought into line 
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we'ri ,olng to have to stop shootinq and'cu~t1ng each other up 10 
much. It's a big health care issue. (Applause~) , 

You can't blame the doctors and you can't blame the 
hospitals and you can I t blame a'ven -- even thouqh ! qet cross­
w~~s ~1th them from ~1me to time, this is not the insurance 
companies' fault. This 1s society. When people show up bleeding 
and shot, there they are., Ri;ht?, So this is. a huge public
heal th probl.em. 

But more importantly, it's doing something just

awful .to our country. The other day I met with my good friend, 

the Mayor of Baltimore, when I was ~p.at Johns Hopkins Medical 

Center talkinq to them about our health care plan. And.be .told. 

me that the night .before he had. had to;vlsit a home of an 18­
year-old boy who 'was fine a younq man 'that went out every

Halloween for years with real young kids.so they could go trick­

or-treating safely in the neighborhood. And they were walking

down the street and crossed the street. .There was a 14-year-old

boy with a gun and a 13.-year-old hoy without one. And the 14­
year-old handed the 13-year-old the qun and dared him to sh()ot 

across the street at the 18-year-old. And he did and he killed

h:l.m. ,. 

That kind of stuff happens all the time. In our 
Nation's ca~ital thaotber day we had -- a man .came along the 
street and grabbed up a little one-year-old girl, put ber in a 
seat beside him and sped off iu a car•. And some people who were 
after hill ran after him, started shooting.' They shot .him dead. 
The bullet went through his body and hit the little girl, went 
down through her foot and blew her little bootie off. A o~e-
year-old child. " 

. In The Washington Post in our Nation's capital the 
other day there was an article about children so convinced they
would never grow up that, at the age of· 11, they were p1anninv
their funerals. Little girl saying, well, now if I have a 
funeral play these hymns at the church; and another one saying,
if I have a funeral put me in this dress. 

Now, it's going to be hard for me or any other 
President or any member of Conqress to orqanize this. country wJ.th 
the private sector' to compete and win in the global 'economy if we 
have the kind of public pathology we have today, where children 
are shoot1nq children with weapons more advanced than the police
have. . . 

I come.from across the river in Arkansas where we're 
about to start -- or maybe they have already started deer sesson, 
and some~1me8 we shut ~be schools and the factories down at the 
opening of deer season because nobody shows up anyway. 
(Laughter.) I understand all about the right to keep and hear. 
aras, and I was in the woods when I was barely old enough to 
walk. But 1 1 m tellinq yoU, no sane society would allow teenagers 
to have semi-automatic weapons and go in the streets and be . 
better armed than the pol'ice officers. (APplause.) That' s 
crazy. (Applause.) 

And nobody else doe,s. oni y we do. we have to ask 
oursel\"es, what are we going to do about this? How did this 
ha~pen? . And I think, frankly, if we're gOing to f1nd·tbe answers 
we re going to have to all check a lot of our baggage at the 
door. (Applause. ) We ,'ve qot to cheek our partisan political.
baqgage; we've got to cheek our racial ident1ties; we've got to 
cbeck everything at the door. We've justqot to be honest 
children of God and honest Americana, and try to analyze how did 
we get·1n the fix we're in in this country and what are we ~o1n9 ' 
to do about. it. . 

_ And I h~ve to tell you, I spen'ttime r I t.alked. ~'o a 
lot 0, young peopl~ who were and some who are in gangs. I on~~ 
had s~.eone 90 dQwn to ~h~ penitentiary ond interview every 
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teenager who was there doing' a life sentence' for murcler ~ ~ ~~Yt!, .' . 
~: ~onq before I ever thouqht of running for president I wan~ 'i 

south· Central Los Angeles', which later became famous when it 

burned clown. A couple of years~efore I ever thought .of even 

getting in this race iust sat ~n church basements and places 

like that and talked~to people about'what was going'on. And 

nearly as !ean determine, what. has happened is a combination of ' 

the foll'owing.. . , ," ., . 

NWI'lber one, too many Qf these' k.1dsare ql-owinq up 

without family supports -- w1thout the structure and Y~lue'and' 

support· they need. (Applause.) 


. Number two ( too. many of those kids.'also have no: 

substitute for the family that's positive. The worcl ttganq" has a 

bad connotation now. The tnrch is we all want to be .in gangs, if 


, a gang 1s a group 'of people who think like : you do and do like you 

do - . What f'S the difference-- the Baptist Church and the Church 

of God in Christ are two d.ifferent gangs who still want to qet to 


, heaven· when they d1e~ . Right? '(Applause.) I mean, re~fly- You. 

think about that. (Applause .J' . . 


What f s the difference' in thepemocrats and the 

Republicans _.. they;' re two different ganqs 'and they obey the law 


. and they vote election day-and they've qot different ideas about 

how to s~lve problems. This is very important to understand. We 

all want to be part of groups. And we get meaning out of o~r 

lives from being part 'of groups. . . 

When Tennessee beat Arkansas SO bad this year in 

football, and thev1ce President' rubbed it· in because we beat 

them last year ... we were members of two' diffe,rent gangs. It was 

compet1tion and. friendly and wholesome. and good. This is very

important to understand. 

, . ". . 

So if you take the family supports away from these 
I kidS, and then, there is nothing, where they live that,puts them in 
! a good qang l that's why they qet in gangs that are bad. It's 

, very important, to understand that. ' 

The third thing that has happened that is 'different 

from what happened 30 years ago when people were po~r 1s that you 

not only have a worse' family situation and no other community 

supports. I mean, 30 years ago, even when.kid.s didn't grow up in 

intact families in poor neighborhoods, they stil~ lived in places 

where on every block t.here was a role model.. The person who' 

owned ,the drugstore livecl in the neighborhood. The person that 

owned the grocery store lived in the neighborhood. The people 

that filled the churches on sunday lived in.·the neighborhoods

where they went to church. . '. . 

<-' , " "" , 

, . . " 

. And the th1rd thin; that's happened is ,weekend . 

drunks bave been substituted by permanent drug addicts and drug 

salesmen•. Abuse of alcohol has been replaced by a drug culture 

that makes, some people moneYdestroyinq other people's lives. " 

(APPlause,_) It's different. And it is not simple or easy, what 

to' do about it. Mr. Brown' s qoinq to, talk' more, 'about that in. a .
minute. '. . . 

The fourth thin; that has happened 'is .that the 

ceDtralo~qani%ing principle of any advanced society has been 


: t;!vaporated -- and that1swork. Forget about work in and of , 
1tself -- to earn money and contribute to tberest of our wealth 
--. 1fyou don't have. work in neiqhborhood,s'and in communit.ies, it 
is ~ard for people 'to organize their, l1ves. It is ha.rd for ' 
parents to feel self-esteem. It is hard for them to feel 
confident"giVing the~r kids rules to l1veby. It is hard for the. 
rel~tionship between the'parent and the child to work just riqht. 
Itl.s hard. for the child eo look out and i1ll.agine. tha:e by workin.g
bard thi~9s will wO~k out all right •. 
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And. there are lots of other proDlems. aut I'm 
. ccnv1nced that~hose are t~e four b19gest, ones -- the bre~~~~w~ 

of,the family, the breakdowr. of other communir,y s'_~pperts, 'U:6 

rise of drugs -- it.' s' not just in taIntS of cll"'.,:C,1' abuse! but ~n 

terms Clf away t.~ qat r1c!1, and the absence or w·orK.. 


And I believe that i;" order to d'eal wi t.h this, ~",e' re 
gOing to have c.ll w-:>rk toqether 1n a whole newnat~onal cotltr~ct. 
But I belie.'ve this is an economic' issue. I think l.:t' s a publlC 
health 1ssue., I think. it'S anat10nal security issue. ,And 
besides that ,I' L' ,just tired of try1ng to explain to myself when 

go to bed at night why so many American k1ds aren't goinq to 

make it when they ought to. 


So ther~ are things for the'federal qovernment to 
do, the president and the Congress. ,There are things 'for the 
states to do, things for 'the local folks tq do. There are thinqs 
the private sector has to do. Andth~re are certainly th1nc;s for 
the churches to C!o. But I want ,to su))mitto you that there are 
things that every American citizen's going to ,have to do. ' 

, This family breakdown problem' has. developed ove~ 30. 
years~ It didn't just happen overnight. The communityerOs1on'
developed over a long period of time. We cannot rebuild all 
these 1nst1tutions overnight, but we can start s8vinq,these kids, 

. in the words of '8 good friend of mine, the same way we lost. them 
·one at,a time, which means that there's something for all of us 
to do here. There is something for all of us to do. And we',need 
both love and diSCipline. we ,need both investment in these kids 
and our future and we need rules by which people live. We need 
both. It's not an either/or thi~;. I' 

That's why I say that I think if wereallyworltat
it, we can get beyond the Republican, Democrat; who's a liberal; 
who's a conservative: wbo'sblack, H1span1c or white. This is a 
huge human problem for America. (Applause.) And we have to face 
it. (APplause.,) 

I believe t:hat my daughter's future is limited every
time another child gets shot in any community 'in this country. 
That's what I believe. (Applause.) Every time a kid in Memph1s 
is deprived of a future, ! think it limits all the rest of us. 
That's what I ~e11eve. If we believe that, ~ think we ~an qat
there. And let me just sU9gestwhere I think we have to start 
nationally. 

The first thing we bave to do is to try to make 
paople more secure. Until people are pbysically secu~e, it is ' 
difficult toqet them to change and to do other thi.ngs. We have 
a crime bill now moving tbrouqh the Congress, which would, amonq 
other things, put another 100,000 police officers on the street. 
It· s important not only to put them on' the street but to have 
them trained and to have them properly deployed. AS Lee Brown 
will tell you, ,if you do it right, you can reduce the crime rate 
and you can prevent crime and repair lives even as you are 
catching criminals more quickly. We should start there. . 

.' . , ( 

. . I think He ouqht, to pass the crime bill because it 
offers ,boot camps instead of penitentiaries for first-time. 
offend.ers. I think we need to do sOl1leth1ng·to increase the 
safety of our. schools -~ (applause, -- 160,000 children stay home 
every day because they're afraid of. scbool. (Applause. ) One in 
five children goes to school everyday armed with a knife, a gun. 
·or 8 club -- everyday. We've got to change that. 

, .. I think we have to provid.e as much as we, can an 
enV1ronment in which the police have a chance t; do their job 
and in which kids are not encouraged to kill each other•. ~here 
a~'e three bills now being consid.el.·ed in the conqress as,s part of 
~~ig crime bill that I favor. One says that i~ you're n~t old 
c:ough. to gc to war or vote, you ought not to be ~ld euouqhto·
h",ve a bandgun lec;ally (appla.use); and.'protectc ,....he. r'i,.,ht to ' 
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hunt and practice bysay1ng, that young people undc:r th~ 
supervision of ~heir parents or other appropl-1ate adults can ~o. 
that. ' 

, , 
. . .~ 

The other bil'i is the Brady bili, which says that we 
'ought to have a waiting period and checkOutpeople'g ctiminal 
history and mental health history before we just sell them a qtm. 
(Applause.) And a thin! biil basically says that people ought 
not to buy 1n ord1nary' commerce' automatic and sem1autom,atic i" 

weapons, the only pUr:Pose, ,C?f which.1'$ to kill other people. , " 
(APPlause.)' ,Now, no other country ~ould permit that to happen. 
(APPlause.}'I,thinkthosethings' should pass. 

. . .",' .. 
This' crime bill is working its way through the 

Senate, has pa~sed the House" could be qiven to' the, American 
people for Christmas, and. I think we ought to' do it. That IS', 

where we need to start.,' (A.pplause. L Then we, need to recoqn,ize,. 
as we (H.d in our health care b11,l, ,that you have qqt to have not, 
only drug education ana drug treatment on demand without delaYi 
and we ought not be put,tin; people out of the penitent~ary unless 
they get drug treatment'when they need. And we ouqht to let this 
country go, forward. ' 

, There are m&nYAmer1Can fui1ies that' are not, poor I " 

that are riot in 'the inner cities' that have been', touched by the 
, problems of drug abuse., But" I can tell, you, and, ~bere is. no , 

simple;' 'easy an'swer 'toth1s, and nothing works ,for ,everybody, but 
good drug treatment does work more than half the time. And we 
don'tprov1c1e., And welre all payinqfor: it. 'So we need to work 
on that~.(Applause.)< 

, And we have an obligation there'at the national 
level. We also have got to find a way ,to work with the private 
sector,'even though we are in serious trouble in terms of having
enough money to do anythinq,in this country, we ,have got, to ,find 
useful work for people who live in dangerous, distressed, 
dysfunctional areas. We have got to give strUcture, ,order and 
discipline to lives again throuqh work. (Applause. ) 'We have got'
to do it. (Applause .. ) , 

'rhelast,tbinq I would say to you is, that we can.Qo 
these things at the national level. But ,we have toqive~ these 
k1ds hope', again. We have to give their 'fam1lies hope &9ain. We 

, have to' give their, parents, who ,are' trying-bope agai11. 

, Keep 1n, mind ~- I went --I stopped 'in that housing
project, like Harold said. It may be one of the poorest places ' 
in this town~' but I know,'that most people wbo live in that ' 
housing project, do not break the law, do not abus~,drugs, and are 
dOing the best they can. And a 'lot of people forget'that. 
(Appl ause. ) A lot of people forget that. ,(Applause. ) so ' that I s 
something you're gOing to have,to do. Thatls your job. , 

'. I < • 

lim go1ng-- I l1ve 1n'washingtoni you live in 

Memphis. You've,got to do ,that her~.' Yo\\lvegot to do ,that. 


" 'You've got 'to do it' :through the 'churches ~ tbrouqh the bQs1nesses, 
through the community groups ~ You I ve qot to help slowly but, ' 
surely get this society back to a point where f,amil,ies c,m be 
reconstituted; where therec~n be supports for kids that, don't 
have families 50 they're in a good gang, not a bad qanq. We can 

, ,do this, folks. " ':", ' ,:' , 

And. people have been talking abou~ this for years,
but this .is the first 'time in my memory 'that I think the 'American 
people'are abou~ fed up to their ears in it, scared to death 
about what's happening to our children and, their future, and 
understand that' it affects. a.ll the 'rest of us. (APplause .,) We 
can do th1£. 'We can do this. (Applaus'e. ) 

• " ::111 uiake this" pledge tc YOU:, If you'll work on i't 
h-:.::-~, III wo~k on ltthere. (Appla.use.)":I can no longer 
jU:',~:1.f'Y'L'"l.o"'1.ng thaot tbfu:e'C'&ollliJth1..h9 1., e"n,do \;.0 m.k.-. paop~e 
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I 
safer on the streets and our not .doing 1. t . I can no lG.R"l~ 
justify knowing there are things we can do that work to reduce 
the drug problem and. not doing it. I can no longer just1fy going 
to bed at night thinking about these children killing other 
children, thinking about these l1ttle kids planning their 
funerals and not doing something about it. . We can do this. l.ncl 
keep in mind, you1re working with the same material that's 1nside 
you. These. are people we f re tal king about. We can turn this . 
country around. if we'll check our divisions at the door, rely on 
what unites us, and go to work. 

Thank.you very much, and God 
, 

bless you. (APplause.) 

Now, before lqo, I want to introduce the man who is 
affect1oh8tely called the Druq czar. It makes him sound like be 
sells drugs instead of stops them, doesn.' tit? (Lauqhter.) Dr. 
Lee Brown grew up in California. AS I said, he w85the police .. 
chief1n Atlanta, Houston, and New York. He instituted. a program 
of co~mun1ty policing in New York City, where the police went 
back 011 the beat,. starting walk1ng 1n the neighborhoods. And 
despite all the preconceptions; according the FBI statistics .iD· 
thalaat two years, the crime rate in New york City went 40WD in 
all seven major FBI categor1es because they started glv1nQ tbe 
police force back to the nei~hborhoods and the people ana working
w1th friends and neighborhoods to try to stop bad tb1nqs from 
bappening and catch people who do them when they do. That is a 
remarkable thing. .. . 

I asked him to come on to my administration, and I 
pledged to him that I would make the Drug policy D1rector a .: . 
member of the.President'. Cabinet, arid that we would get every
last departDlentof the federal government workinq OD tbe drug
problem because I thought he had a compreheneive view. I thotiqht
he understood how you can't just divide drugs from all these 
other issues; that we had to deal with all this together: we had· 
to start at the grassroots level; and that we could really qet
something done if we had creative, good people workinq hard. 

He's a remarkable man. lam deeply honored that 
he's in our Cabinet. I hope you wl1l welcome him here today. 
Anel stay here and participate. Remember, ~tOU' ve got to do your 
part,too. He's here to help you. 

'l'hank you very much. 

Dr. Lee Brown. (Applause.) 

END' 1:41 P.M. CST 
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,THE PRESIDENT:' Thank you" Elaine. Thank you, I' think. 
It's pretty hard to follow lflaine Jones, especially when 'she, I sana 
roll like 'she was tonight ~ "(Laugpter.) "And the Rabbi IS, sounding, 
more likea,'Baptist preacher every day.. (Laughter and applause.,) 
And Vernon, who, speaks well when he's asleep. (Laughter.) ,And Dan ' 
~ather with a sense of humor. ' '(Laughter, and applause.) 

'} 

Ladies and gentlemeri, I come here overwhelmingly to do 
one thing:" to say on behalf of, a grateful ,nation, 'than,k you. Thank 
you to the Legal Defense :Fund. Than;k" you to" TnurgC)od Marshall," in 
tl?-e presence ,of his wonderf,ul wife. Thank you tQ' Bill Coleman. 
Thank' you toJack Greenberg,. 'Thank' you toJulius Chambers ~ Thank 
you, Elaine ',Jones. ,Thank 'you-- all of you who ,have made it, possible 

, fo~ us to come' here today to celebrate,' tpe 4'Oth Anniversary of ,Brown. 
Thank you. ('Applause.,)" I thank Bob Bennett and Chester Dav~nport 
a,nd all ,those who made this dinner possible. But, most 'of all, I 
just wanted' to, say thank you., ' ' 

, I was:sitting. out"there looking at Elaine, listening to : 
,her say all these nice things, waiting" wondering how 'many days it 
would,be before I wouid' get my next lecture '--, (laughter) -- ;.andwhat " 
:new challenge wc;>ul<:ibe presented. ' , 

~ ,', Thurgood Marshall and this organization won 29 victories, 
before the Supreme Court ,but none as,' important ,as Brown. "It changed, 
our country and our lives. I'n a clear voice it saiCithat we could no 

. .• ' \'. ' • I'" 

longer be two nations separate and unequal. We are, one people, one 
nation, under G0P-'f indivisible, 'with ,liberty and justice for, all. 
That's what it said. And it said that ,about' the schools. And I was 
thinkipg what, a "difference it had made., I was ,thinking tonight>as 
Elaine gave me my report card on judges and told me to do a little, ' 
better -~ (laughter) -- thatto~ay, since I have been privileged to 
be your President, there is a new m'~norityin the nat;i.on, a'minority" 
of t.hose who have ,been appoint'ed to the federal bench' are white men~ 

. ' i 

\ , A majority are' women and people of' color~ ,AnQ. yet,: the 
'appointees that I have sent to the Senate have the highest percentage' 
of people rated well-qualified by the American Bar Association of any 
president since those nominations have been made~' (Applause.) 'And I 

'am proud ot that:. (Applause.) ,Ana Brown v. Board ,C?f "Ed.ucation 
,help~d to ,make that possible. ' 

, Oh, there's lots of other good things ,that happened 
because of Brown., I woncier if ,some of the people who are in my , 

,administration tod,ay could be there ,were it not for Brown. Thurgood 
Marshall and Bill 'Coleman and Jack Greeriberg, they believe they're 
one, nation indivisible under God., We're all going up or'down 
together ~' , , ' , 

/ 

'MORE 

http:nat;i.on


, , , 

What' I wonder is whether the rest of us still bel,ieve 

that~ And if so, whethf?r'we are prepared to endure ,the rigors ,of 

,this~time to make that real. 


. 'You know,I was'raised in the South when I knew a lot of 
people who were s~cond",classcitizens. I lived in a stf.te,where it 
t:,ook, the 'p~esident of the United states callin,g out the, National 

, Guard, simply to let, my f,riend,' Ernest Green, and eight other people 
go to high ,school., (Applause. )_ And; thanks to the work of this 
organization, my daughter got to go to that school system ~nd never 

'know,that.' ,And 'I'm grateful. ' ~ 
, I 

',I think it's important 'for us not to ,let young people 
today forget that. Tomorrow, Secretary Riley and Ernest Green,and 
Thurgood' Marshall,' Jr. i and I are' going .to' Martin Lu't:her King Junior 
High ?chool in Beltsville, Ma'ryland,' to teach young people why Brown 
and its ideas arest'ill important, why they ~tillmatter. But,we 
have to ask ourselves whether we think they ,stillmatter~ 

Recently, 'in various ,speeches, my, good friend Vernon 
'Jordan" and then last weeki:md, at Howard; General, Colin Powell, have 
,'reaffirmed the fundaniental 'meaning of Brown, in' the face:of blacks' and 
whites alike who seem "to be retreating from' H:s lesson, either :out' of 
fear or resignation! that 'it is no longer posl;>ible to make it'real in 
,ou~ l,;ives., " , 

We see an' ,alarming new "study ,amO,ngAfriqan Americans , 
, that 'warns of a pervasive sense of alienation, especially among the 

young, so that: fully hal'f of ' them want to' opt out of 'the 'American ' 
'system. They want to separate'themselves. They believe that we're 
already a nation within' a nation. ' 

, , 

That's why so many large crowds, I 'think, are drawn to 
the message of those who ;preach' separatism in a negative way. Th4?re, 
are too many extremists of all kinds across the entire political and: 

, racial :spectrum wnothinkthe, only, way they can adyqcate their own ' 
ideas and, build themselves up is by putting other people down,~' ­
sometimes in the: most ~evastatingly'vicioul;> ways. 

( 1 . 

, " I "~~y to all of' y6~,' we have to ask ourselves: 'Do, we 
',' still believe'in Brown? And if we 'do, what are we, prepared to do, 
not only' to stand ufJ for i.t,~ but tO'ma,ke ,it real 'in our ti~e? 

TomorroW ,we must 'celebrate Brown with therealizatio~ 
,that a lot of folks have a mood that threatens to sever the'ties, that 
'bind us~ And we must confront a new segregationism that would tear 
us apart. ' , '" 

To do i.t, :we must r~cognize that Brown was ultimately 
not an answer, but a challenge. And now 40 years later,' you and the 
LDF must challenge me and our government, ,and together we must ' 
challenge the, nation to -revitaliz'e the meaning of Brown, 'in our time. 

r .,,' ". ~. . ',' , ,. -, '. ,'" • ,. .' 

. I " . • ' .' • " • ' 

,When, the courts were hearl.ng Brown, Amerl.ca was readl.ng 
:a ,book by Ralph Ellison,' called "Invisible/Man" • ,He died justa 

, month ,ago tod~y•., That book had an incred~b;1.eimpact o,nme.: And 
still today when' rc see people denying each pther 's, humanity, I " 
remember the wo:t,'ds of Ralph Eilison, ,and I think we,' are' trying to ' 
ma~e ,peopl~ whc;> make us' uncomfortable, who threaten us ,'who frighten 
us, invisible. But they will not, go away. \ , 

, " There are too,many of us ,i~ this country ,today who 
simply don't accept one another's legitimacy. Last March, the 
leading moral voice for tolerance, and reconciliation in Northern 
Ireland came to Jour 'country. 'His name is John Hume. He's a Catholic 
member of the British Parliament who represents a city in,Northern 
Ireland, where Catholics, and Protestan't:s have waged fights and built 
walls of hatred for 300 years. 
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The day after' 'he had dinner with us at the Wh.ite House,. 
he gave a speech in which he said this: "The essence of t.he Irish 
problem is a division in th,e.hearts and minds of 'our people .•. l~t us 
walk to Abraham Lincoln' sMemorial and ~ook' at the message o'f peace 
that's ~ritten there, for everybody: 'E pluribus Unum' -~ from many, 

'one.' The eSl?ence of unity' is the' acceptance of ,diversity." ' 
, ' " , ' . , 

To be sure, there c~n be, no unity when people have'not 
learned to accept one another as they are; and when they think they 

, can only fulfill' :themselves by denying' others' 'h,umanity. But,' 
accepting diversity is only hal,f the' 'story. And that is ou,r" " ' 
challenge today. _ Diversity is not an end in itself,although it is a 
very good thing; it is simply the only way ,we can build in a free 
society a larger community to which everyone belongs, in which 
everyone has 'a common stake in the future"and in which everyone~ can 
have "a decent life. ' " , 

I 

, Anyone who know~.'the 'history of this organizat.i,on knows, 
you don~t have to have the same s)(,in color to have the ,.samevalues. 
But we also have, to, be able" to frankly speak about our problems" and 

, ' 

our differences. ' 

,You know, I'thought-a.lot about wha:t I should say here 
tonight, and I got all ki~ds of advice. Like I normally do when I 
get in ,trouble, I discarded\it all and decided to say what I thought.' 
(Laughter.) If you think about what's going on today" what ,motivated 
Vernon to, say what he did in his Urban League speech" and General " 
Powel'1 to'saywhat he did,what motivates people to go here -- M~. 
Farrakah.n'and large cr9wds .:.- what ·are all these 'cross; currents? ,Why 
is it that ,we're having trouble liv,ingwith BrOwn and living by 
Brown? Well, it's because arown didn't, solve all of our problems, 
and we"ve got some new problems. And ,in the face of those, th,ere's 
more than one response'; -and it's really tough. ' 

. , 

, No one can doubt that weare'much, much, much better off 
, today because of Brown and all those other decisions that said we had 
, to 'be one people. It changed u~ forever for the, bett'er. " ,But no one 
can doubt that it couldn I t solve all. the problems. 'There's still 
racism, there's still inequality. 'There is more ,trouble with 
violence and the' breakdown offamiiy and :commun,ity and the absence of 
work' in parts of our country. ' The vacuum that is created has given
rise to all kinds of terrible conditions.' ,. ' 

,We had',' in a ,to~n ,near here, l,ast .weekend, a, l3-year old 
'boy that just won a scholarship that could have led h.i,~ out of 
poverty to an excellent,education,-- the promise of Brown-- shot 
dead on a street corner because he'happened to be 'in, the wrong'place; 
two groups of people were feuding and sh::>oting at each other. ,We', 
have here in ,this community a poor neighborhood where peopl,e decided 
that if they wanted ,their kids to be able to play in the yard and 

'I their old folks to be, able, 'to sit on park benches, they'd have :to do 
what rich folks do.' So they just built a little fe,nce,around their 

,living quarters and they, got some security gUards.' And sure enough, 
~hey might as well have been out in some fancy neighborhood in', ' 
Southern California; the kids could play again and the old fol~s 

. couldsi,t· again in safety. '<.'C' , ',.,-' c' 

But we have these problems. NOW, what are we ,going to 
do'a~out' them? ,There.seems to me four things we can do, and three of 
them are wrong •. One is, we can come "to a dinner, like this and talk 
about how wonderful'Brown' ~as, and preach until the day we die and' 

, not do anything' to deal, w.ith the problems of this time.' If, so, we 
,will lose a ,whole generation of young people to other courses'of 
action. Or we can do what 'I s~id -- Elaine mentioned if you 'preach 
venom, you get a talk show;;, if you preach love, you get;a yawn. 
Deborah Tannen, a professor at 'Georgetown, has written 'a bqok called, 
"You Just Don't ,Understand.'" She says weire caught up' in what she· 

I ' 
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calls'a "culture of ,critique", ,where shouting matches drown out 
constructive conversationsi:and where you bnly really hav~any status 

",at all'in societyif'you're just slamming somebody'else and putting 
them down. ~nd y,?u, don't really have'to d~ anything as long as 'You 

'just,talk. ' 

So you can do that -- you can' ,say the wrong things, and,' 
rej'ect the spirit of Brown and do nothing but cash in: and that's' ' 
wrong. 'Or you can do what is disturbingly working, ~-you can say the 
wrong things, you can preach division, you. can deny the Holocaust,' 
every occl,lrred. ,But: you can help people solve real' problems. "You 
can tell, famllies'theY've got;. to stay ,toget:t'ler: ~and daddies,:they've 

. got to' take: care of their, kids : ,an¢! people, they'ought to stay off ' 
drugs: and everybody ought to show up for 'work ' every \day. Andthat 
is a ,very dangerous thing, because in the 'end; we will still lose.' 
Because in the end, you cannot have a democracy where you lift up one 

'group by' putting somebody' else down. ,- But -it is a tempting thing when, 
peopleare~doing things that change liv,es.' (Applause.) , , 

,I say this to, maketh'is po'int -- people desperately wish 
their lives to ,change~ They~-want to do something ,that will make a 
difference. ' They want safer, streets', not, nice talk. ,They want , 
schools ' that work, not nice talk. They want, children to be raised by 

'caring parents, not n~ce talk.' ; 

," So we 'have to recognize: tha~ ,the only acceptable thing , 
, to do is ,1:0 ,do what Thurgood 'Marshall ~nd, Bill Coleman and Jack 
, Greenberg did' 40 years, ago. 'We have to not only talk the, talk, we 

have to 'walk the walk. We have to not only advocate Brown, we have ' / 
to deal forthrightly and aggressively with the ,pr,oblenis we ,face today 
in a way that actually changes people's lives. That is what we have 

,I to do., (Applause.)' " ' 

'" , There are a lot of people that dort' t think we can do 
this. There are' a lot of ,people that are filled with doubt. -, I had 

, ",'-, 
members of Congress walk tight up there, and vote for the Bradyai~l 
'last year -- a,fter seven years of fooling around with it and looking' 
'for excuses and· caving in and finally pas,sin'g it -- who did not 
believe 'it would make a' difference., But, it has. It,' s just like 
Brown '-- it "hasn't solved all the problems, but it has saved lives 
already. " ,.' 

We,had people put their 'political careers,on'the line 
here last -week, walkingdpwn the aisle, in, ,the House of 

:Representatives'to vote for the assault weapons ban: putting their 
necks' on the line, afraid. it 'might not make a difference. But it, ' 
will." And It ni telling, you ; that is? ,the' kind of thing we have, to deal 
with ..;.-knowing thatthereis,no'ultilIlate' perfect answer, but that, we 
expect something that will not 'occur if we think we can simply 
advocate the ideas that are embodied in the Brown decision ahd not 
change:'our own' behavior and the b~havior'of our country to give our 
kid'S a safe and decent and well-educa'ted childhood to put things back 
together again. There is rioalternativ,e for us ,if we want to keep ~ , 
this country together, and we' w,ant, ,lOOyears from now, people to" 
celebrate th~ l40th anniversary of Brown V~ Board of Education'inthe 

',greatest country the world has ever,known -- fully diverse where 
everybody -- all ;'God I is children -- can live, up to the fullest of 

'their God";'given 'potential. ' " 

And' in: order to do" it, 'we all have to overcome a fair 
measure not only of fear, but of resignation., There are so many of 
us today, and all of us ,'in !?ome ways at, sometimes, who just don,' t, 

, believe we can tackle the,big things and make a difference. But I 
tell you, the only thl.ng for us to do to honor those, whom we honor:' 

, 'tonight is to tackle, the big things and make' a d.ifference. 

I'm proud that Elaine Jones ,and 'all the rest ,of you are 
trying to deal forthrightly w:lt:h th,e problem of violence 'and the fear 

MORE 
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it produces, and what it's doing to drive our people apart •. I want' 

you to think about what we can do to honor. the sacrifices·of those 

whos~ shouiders we stand on tonight. They, did not do'all,this work 

'to preside' over the collapse of American ,society; to give people an 

" equal' opportunity to get an infer:ior education; to' give people an ' 
equal opportunity to be unemployed; to give people an equal . 
opportunity to stand ,on the street corne~andbe gunned down by some 

J . • \". J • 

k~d that nobody ever loved enough or d~sc~pl~ned enough or cared 

,enough about to give a different way of living t6~'" 


, We 'cannot ~tand 'chads and destruction; but we must. not 

embrace hatred and ,division: Wel\ave only, one choice'•. 


• ' , . I, ' 

Let me read this to you in c;:losing.' It 'seems tome to' 

captu,re the spirit 'of Brown and the spirit of: America and what we 

have to do today, starting/with what is in o\J.r heart•. These are 

'lines froin Langston Hughes' wonderful poem~ "Let America' Be America 

Again": nOh.yes, I saY'it plain;'Alnerica never w~s America to me. 

And yet I swear this oath, America will be."Let that be' our oath on 

this '40th a:nniversarY' celebration. . 


Thank you and God bless yoti all. (Applause~) 
, , 

END 8 :35 P.M •. EDT '.' 
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, REMARKS 'BY' THE PRESIDENT , 
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, ,I 11:35 A.M. EDT 

, THE PRESIDENT:" Good mornin'g. -Do youkrlow 'Why: we I re 
here?; Why are we here, ~omebody? ' 

. QTo talk' about the Brown versus Board of Education . ' 
. i,i' ,decision and· how it af,fects us today • 

THE PRESIDENT: That'~ right, we 'are. , What was the' 
ruling in/Brown versus Board,of Education? 'What did the,Supreme 
Court say? , , ' 

1 

I,' " . Q ,That' separate but ec;I}l(i1 :wa~ unjust and 

unconstitutional. , 


/ 

THE PRES,IDENT: And what were 'the facts in ,the case? 
,What gave rise to the case?' What was the case' abollt? 

Q ,unsegregat'ing schools in ,the' South. " 
I • 

! : 	 'THE .PRES ;I_DENT:· 'In the South and in'Topeka" Kansas. ItI 
~: . 	 was 'about'a littleschoolgi'rlnamed;.Linda Brown whose parents thought, 

she'shouldnot:. be sent to a segregated school. ' 
J 

"The United states Supreme Court made that, decision in 
1954, 4,0 years' ago today. Before t.hat,. the S,upreme cou:rt had ,ruleq 
that separate but equ'al was constitutional, right? . And when the' 

I " 'Supreme CoU;x::t makes a' r:uling like that, , it's the law of the land . 
, ~untilthey~hange their 'minds. .' . . . 

'\. During the Civ.il War, 'Pres,ident Lincoln' signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation freeing the slaves i,n'1863 in the White, 
House, on the· ~ame 'floor that' I sl~epevery night, in what is now the ' ' 

:!Lincoln, Bedroom -~ the room where your fathe,t spent the night la~t 
. night,right? ,Secretary Riley's 93-year-old father spent the night 

, , 
, I 	 last,night in the room ,where President Lincoln', signedt.he 

1 Emancipation proclamation, freeing,the slaves. . 

SECRETAR:Y Rt'LEY: He said he heard Lincoln all night.' 
, long. (Laughte~.)· 

• J 

" 

THE PRESIDENT: Then, after' the'. Civil War was' over, ,the 

14th Amendment 1::,0 our Constitution was adopted,whi'ch declared that 


i 'everybody .hadto b~ equal' under the law. J~ut there was still a lot 

of racial pr~judi6ein,thecountry and a lot of discr'imination. And 


, . a few years after that , the Supreme Court, decided a case da~led 

Plessy' v. , Ferguson --;- have you studied that? .' And, the problem with 

Plessy y. Ferguson w,as that' bl~qks and ",,.hi~es had to 9it in a',' " , 
different'place,on, the.train,and the 14th Amend~ent,saidthat nobody 

. could be, discriminated against under the ,law . : ,And, :by law, they were 
required to sit in a; different place on the train. . 

, I 

So what .did ,the Supreme' Court' say in, Plessy v. ' Ferguson'? 
Yes?, 

MORE 
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That trains or whatever were equal, and they could 

Go ahead. 

Q 'Well; peoplewere·still·beiri.g --' 

TijE PRESIDENT: So they 

Q 

;THE PRESIDENT: 'One argument was 't:hat even thou'gh they 
were supposed to be separate bu·t eqUal,' they weren't really. Right?· 
'Okay, what else? . What else' is ,wrong with separate but equal? 

Q ' ' That if. they are separated, . they wouldn't be equal. 
• ., '. /' .,.tJ 

_ , THE PRESIDENT: That's' the heart of it. . Because they 
.were separated, right,:they wouldn't be equal. That's very 

important. ' The arCJUIitent was that if'they were separated, the act of 

separating people by race und~r the law itself ,was a message of 

~nequality~ , " 


. Do you beli~ve that? ,Do you' believe that?' N~arly

everybody believesth~t· now, right? 


,You look around. this room today. This . is' America, 

pe'ople from, all ,different racial and ethnic· groups. .We have Qne 


. county· in America -- maybe more than one, but at 'least one, Los . 

Angeles County,· that now ha's people from 150 different racial and' 

,ethnic groups. So, every ~~ and someday, if the, population trends . 

continue, the. number of nonwhites in America will'. be, greater than the 

number of whites. So that everybody will be ultimately protected by . 


·a requirement that no one can be ,discriminated against by.the law 
'based on their .race~ . " , ' 

But· ,.the '~ssence of Brown was tw.othings, and you guys 

got: them'-~ orie is". well, theY're, not really always equal, these 


'separate facilities. The other is the·act of,separat.ing people.by 

their race under the law is;' itself an act of inequality. 


NOW, .si~ce tlJ.en,welve had', all. kinds ~fproblems and 
challenges with the aftermath of the Brown decision'. " You know, what 
do.you.do.w:p.en,peopie's living patterns are· separate? 'That's how, 
busing got in't:o the. whole issue of how to integrate the schools ~ . And 
what do. you do when people in one place, are a lot poorer than people' 
in another ,place? And how clo you deal with the practical problem -~ I' 

',there are all kinds of practical problems. . Many of them' have been " . 
solved mor~ satisfactorily in· 'places like in magnet schools, where 
people come as a matter of choice arid,they come together and you. try 
to get different,kinds of'people, both different races and different, 

.. incomes. , '" ., 

So I ·wouldn't -- by rio meanS have all the problems that, 
were dealt with in the Brown decision, the problems of racial 
inequality and incom'e, inequality, and the history of discrimination 
,~- those problems have not all been overcome. 'And. today we have some 
riew problems, at .least problems, 'that are more severe. There's more ' 

, violence. The' families and communities. are tinder', gt:.eater stress. 

. , 'MORE· .,' ,. 
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There are a lot of problems that'youface that people our.~ge ,40 
years ago didn't face. We' know that. 

. 	 . . 

But the' number ~ne lesson I 'want toleav~ with you is .' 
·that this is a ve'1;y much better country because of that Brown 
decision and it· is -'a very different country because of the .. Brown. 

" . , ' \, . " 

decision. And the·threepeople who are herewl.thme.today each:have 
a'different incite on that. 	 .. 

But I want. you to thi~k about how different the country 
might have been~ We're. in.the basketbal:l playoffs now, so I'm' 
thinking abo\,lt this isth~first one in a long t·ime where ,Michael.. 
Jordan hasn't,played~. Michael Jordan played at the University of 
North Carolina-- would he have been able to play there, would he 
have even, gone there' if th~re- had been no Brown ,decision? We'lre not 
sure. 	 ."., 

" 	 , 

, So I wa~t to introd~cethese 'three people, each in thei~' 
, own turn" and 'ask them to say something. Firs~, I,'d like t9 start 
,with Thurgood Marshall, .Jr.His fa,ther argued the Brown decision and 

". many other decisions. before the Supreme Court, and became the first 
African American justice on the Supreme Court. ~e now works in-the 
'White House on the staff,of Vice ,President Gore. '. And ,I'd like to . 
introduce him and have him say, a few words. . 

./ 

Mr. Marshall. (~pplause.) 

MR. MARSHALL:. Thank you.' And, thank you, Mr. 
President. I w,as actually born two years after ,the Brown decision 
was decided, by ,the Supreme Court.,soa lot of 'what I learned about. 
it, I ·.learned in school like you. And. I had a special opportunity I 

. of ~ourse, 'tio -learn ,because my father was at home witp. me and COUld'" 
'teach me some .of what .he did and what others' that worked with him f 

,did. Because, a's you know,', it was t;he'productof a lot "of work. on 
, f

the part of alo't of people •. , . , 

Of the' dozens "o'f cases that my father worked on as a 
lawyer and as' a judge, the Brown case was cer,tainlythe case that he 
was the 'most proud of, and it's the case that mean:~ the most to me'~' 
And he dedicated his life totryirig to make the. principles of that 
decision a reality for 'all of us'. AnQ. I hope that, I can do that· 'as 
well, and ,I ~ope you can do ~hat with me. . 

This week I view as an opportunity to try to rekindle 
'the spirit of the Brown decision and the spirit that gave .riseto the 
movement that was manifested in that decision throughout the country. 
Arid I' think ft' s important a,s we try to put' i ~ toget;,her in terms of 
.what we're dealing with in our country at the moment, that we· 
remember that that ,decision spoke to responsibility on the part of, 

..both society and all of us as individuals, the kind of .spirit of' 
r~spolisibility.that caused Ernie .Green in Arkansas to show the 
courage that he did, .and Linda - BroWn in Kansas,· Reverend. DeLa'ine in 

, south carolina, and Donald Murray 'here in Maryland. I mention each 
.' name. because each individual too.k th~ time and risked his or her ,life 

to do what they did, and I hope you'll take that ,lesson with you . 
'\ today as· well. Thank you. .(Applause.. ) . 

'THE PRESI.DENT:, I'm going to give you a. charice' .toask' 
.them questions, too. But,.I want all of them to, talk 'first. ' 

. One of the -big issues that was 'inevitably 'a part of the, 
Bro~ decis~on was~ okay, the Supreme Court says }jou can't have any, 

/ 	 separate-but-equal school districts anymore. They're 
unconstitutional. Well, it's. one thing for. a court to issue "an order 
and another thing.. for 'millions of peopl'e'to, change their'lives, 
right?' " 

/ 
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, ' I mean, how are, you gOl.ng to 'integra'te all, these 

schools? ' And what happ~ns to, the teachers? And what happens to 'the, 

principals? And how' do the kids get to n,ew schools? And do the 


,. 	 white kids go· to th~ black schools, ,or do ·the black kids go to' the 

white schools?, Dp, you' ·have to build new schools? ,There, are inind­

'bending cietails that had to be worked out. Plus the :fact that in 

many parts 'of the pountry, there were still. millions of Americans !'lh(!) 

didnrtagree with the ,decision who were determined to resist, it at '. 

every turn., 


So whilt! the' Supreme Co't:lrt' s in" the n~wS this week 

:bec~use I just appointed Judge' Breyer from Boston to the Supreme, 

Court; And he's a very distin~ished judge., ' I think herll do a 


,wonderful job. ,And they' 1-1 have these hearings in a few couple o,f 

months, and, you'll be able to follow that.' And I urge you to, 'follow 


. these hearings, see the questions theY'cask him and the ~nswers 'he' 

.gives. supreine\Court's very' important. ' 


But the' Supreme Court is nine' people.' They don't have, 
any enforcement ·authority.,'So, then the lower, courts have to somehow 
figure out how to enforce an order,and approve plans and 'do,thingsto 
try to figure out how was ,this Brown decision going to be . 
impl.emented.'· '.,. \ ..' " . " 

". .... 

. One of the, states involved in the Brown decision in 

,'addition to Topeka,' Kansas~ was the State of South ·Carolina. . 

Secretary Riley i the Secretary of Education', was the Governor of \ 


. South Carolina' before he became Secretary ,of Education. His father 

was, the lawyer for one of the school di!?tricts involved in the 

desegregation effort in Brown 40 year's .ago. And he, as a governor, 


, made a national reputation, for his' commitment ·to improving the, 

'education of all the chilaren of South Carolina, which is why, I named, 

him the Secretary of Education. 


So'I'd like'for him to talk'a mi~ute 110w about this 

: Brown, decision and what 'happened after it. was /decicied and' how it 

affected. his 'life ~ '. 


Secretary ,Riley. ~ (Applause'.), 
i 	 ' 

SECRETARY RILEY': 'Well, in 1954;, when I was a senior in. 
college I'm older ,than these other people. You' all did,n' t realize 
that, but I am~ (Laughter.) Coming out then, I went in the Navy. 
And after that,coming back·to South Carolina, I reflected back about 

, how it was when I was gro:wing' up. I neverdidlikesegregat:ion. : I 
. never did think it was fair.' Even as a young, child I was very .; 

uncomfortable with it, but it was the system then., 
, " '. " \ ' 

, 'But coming out', o'f, high school I remember Sterling High 
" was the black high' school; Greenvflle High was; the white, school. 
Jes~e Jackson, fo'r example, came through Sterling High, and he was, 
the star football player there. , ,And, ,r was the:,captain of Greenville 
High team, among, seVeral others'~ And I tolci Jesse Jackson, one :time 

.. that ,the only thing I could, think of good about'having segregation, 
was a guy'like me got to play football. I would'never have played if 

, I 'had been competing with, Jesse.' ,(Laughter.) " 

, Coming on later, when we were really g~tting int'o the 

major ,case that the President is tal~ing about, Greenville' school 

district was a big school district, ~and they were, ki.nd of halfway 

intoi;ntegrating the, 'schoblsin compliance with Brown. There was a 

court case, following that ordered Greenvil,le to ,integrate all the 

schools in 30 days." Now,: tp.at 'was every coaching. staff, every . 

teaching. complement of any school, all of the student body and'the 

entire county, hundreds'of students had to be totally integrated in 

30· days. : ' , . ',' ' " 	 " , ,I 

. ' ~nd we did that, ,and we had a committee, and I was on 
the committee I was in the Stat~ Senate then -- and we really put 
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, it, together. I was on television,' urging everybody to stay with the ' 
public schools ;my four children did. 'And we put it together, and' 
there' was a v,i~eo made 'of it, and it was' called "J;ntegration with 

"Grace and Style." And we ,were always very ,proud of that.' In 30 
days, all the textbooks', moving ,t~em aro,lind and so for,!:h :--, so there 

.were good examples of. cases of where .people really, .put th~ngs ' 
together 'and came out of it in a, very positive way.,'

1 ' 
But'I had the misfortune a~ a ,young person of not having 

social friends who were African Americans. I had a lot of good 
friends, and, that was unfortunate for me. Of, course, ',that's changed 

, radically now, but it just makes me feel very good' to see this class 
~nd to see classes allover the country where that's'no longer the 

r case'. (Applause ~ ) ( '.'. 

THE PRESIDENT: After the Brown decision was decided, 
like I s'~lid, all people ,had to figure out, 'well" how are we going, to-, 

'integrate our school system,' and how fast., So they went~ack to the 
Supreme Court and there was a secc;md Brown decision that'said "with 

, all deliberate speed~" So" who knows what that means, right? For 
people who didn"t want to integrate, they said with all deliberate 
speed }night be four or five years. : For people ~ho did want to 
integrate, they said it would be four or five weeks'. ",' 

So that was', the i~s~e th~re -- how long could they take 

,to integrate. And the court order in Greenville said, all deliberate 

speed is ,30. days; do it. And they did it, because they had leaders 

,like Secr:etary Riley and his family who believed it was the right 

,thing to do and who made it ,work. I'll 'saya little ,more about that 

in a minute. But believing in your heart that something is the'right 

~hing to do' makes" a big difference in. whether, it gets, done qr not.'" 


N~w, after these things ~appened, there was still., 

resistance to integration' all across the South. 'and in' o:ther parts of 

America, andcthere were still other questions that had to be resolved 

and ,other issues abo.ut how this would be done. " ' 


. '.' '- \' ' , "'\ ' 

In my home state and Mr. Green's home 'state of Arkansas, 

in'Little Rock" there' was a' case that went all the way to the Supreme 

Court involving the Little Rock "school system, called Cooper ,v~,' 

Arens, 'whiq~'was also a verY large decision in the.histor}"of the 

Supreme Court law affecting the schools. 

" , 

, In Little Rock, the then-governor of our state called 

out the National Guard to stop :the integration of the school, which 

had been ordered by the Supreme 'Court,d'evised by the local, school' 

board. And then the President of the United States, ,as,you saw ,in 

the movie, ·took, over the Natiorial Guard and used it to protect,the 

right of Ernest Green and eight other people to attend LittleRock 

Central High School. -' 


I 

,I want 
, 

him to ta'lk 
' 

a little bit about his expe~ience, 

how he feltj'what, he went through. You sa"?'the movie, which was 

'premiered,.interestinglyenough, in the aUditorium at Little Rock 
Central High School" and he and I were 'there the ,night that it was 
premiered in the auditorium where he first-- where he became' the 
first black studeri~ to go ,and to graduate. 

, . ',He' ~ done rather well~ I, want him to tell' you a 'little 

bit about what' he's doing with his life now so you'll understand the' 

enormous consequence of this decision. \ But, first; I think you need 

to understand a little more about what happened. _ ,Sol 'd like to ask 

Mr. Green to talk now • 
.. 

Ernest Green'.' (Applause.) 

MR. GREEN: 'Thank you, Mr. President. ,Thank youverx,

much, Mr., President., 
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I,want to say that I was your age,' I was 12 years old 
when the Brown decision came down; 'probably, ,looking at your faees, a 

.,lot I ike you'~It was so'mething of enormous, importance.' , ,But if 
you're ~' 9th grader,I'mean, you've got a lot of important things to' 
do, right? You've got to go to 'the next dance. You've got to study
the next book, 'and things of such global proportions don't ' 
necessariiy/ impact on you. '. .' 

, . : But the ,'next morning when I woke up and read the paper, 
the Arkansas Democrat, the Democrat said this was the end of tne 
South~ this was a change of life. And I said, if the Democrat is 
against this, I've got to be ~or it because anything t~at the 
Arkansas Democrat is against 'is not in my interest. And I just 
analyzed it in' that manner. 

Little,Rock was acommunj]ty ,at that time of about, 100,00 
people. And,I passed Central High School every' day. tn fact, in our 
science classes, we. got, the hand-me-down books from Cent~al ~­
physics and chemistry, those books, were used previously by the white' 
,students. , 'We played all, of our football games at Central Stad~um. " 
Black students played on Friday night. White students played 'on 
Saturday night. So'! knew the buildil')g, I knew the surroundings. I 
had never been inside the" building, ,but I knew that the building· was 

,bigger than the school that I, was attending; the'number of courses 
that-were given at Central .were much more diverse' and complex than 
the ones that I was getting,and that. I said that if I had 'a chance'to 
,gbtoCentral High 'School, I wanted to attend. . . " 

Well, as the President indicated,ttl,at,was the court 
, decision ,that required the Little Rock school board to finally
desegregate the schools., And their view 'of abiding. with all, , 
'deliberate spe,ed, was, to start with 12th through the 10th grade. Thay 
were basically, about' 27 black students who had been accepted by the , 
school board to go to Central. out of the 27, only" nine of us agreed 
togo ; the others decided not' to • ' ,', 

. The fir'st ,lesson of life that I ,learned, the tough 
deeisions ,and you're going to face a lot, of, tough· decisions, -- the' 

,likelihood is that 'you'll have to stand alone on ~hese decisions•. 
But if theY're decisions that you stand' and believe in, they rea,lly 
are the right decisions. And t --'as life now, I look back -- I 
obviously don't regret having made' the choice to go to that school. 
I couldn,'t, have done, it without my parents and my friends ,and other 
pe()};)le that supported us. ' 

j , 

But,when we got there, we never anticd.pated that we were 
going to become a focal poin~, and'that I certainly n~ver'thought ' 
that 35, years after going to ,high ,'school I 'et still be talking about 
it with a:,gro~p, of, .middle students. (Laughter. ) 

, , 

l , ' ,But· the point is that we expected that schools would be 
relatively quiet,. L,ittle Rock had desegregated the buse~, 'the 
libraries; the law schools, the medical s'chools had all accepted , 
black students. And there was no expect,ation that there would be 

, this bi~,! constitutional confrontation., 

I must'say that I' ran into orville Fauhus about four 
years ago. 

THE PRESIDENT: He was the governor then. 

, MR. GREEN: He was the governor, not B'ill Clinton. 
, (Laughter. ) And, Faubus' s.spin on our issue' then was he was simply 
trying to protect us. That ,could be a revisionist view,of history 
(iaughter) but'I will say this, that,the year was very rough. 
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, 
,You've seen 'the movie, and 'that,'only touches on some of' 

the, pro'ble~s that we had. But in the end, it 'was a 'feeling of 
achievement, .that I was the only seilior of the: nine students, that I 

.. knew that ~f,I stayed through that year, that I,would get 'the , 

dipl,oma •. As it turn's out, I not only got ·the diploma~ b1:1t last, week 


went back to, my university that I graduated, from,,' MJ.chJ.gan State,~' 
They gave 'me an honorary doctorate deg·ree, I spoke at the, '.' 
commencement. All of. this has occurred -- I always like to' point 
out,' ,though~' one ot;.her fact'. I think the Brown decision helped free 
everybody, in the S?outh,' black and white." " ' ' 

.: ' J 

My good friend here --:-li,d like to 'point, out,. that Biil 

'Clinton; like Ernie Green, like Goody Marshall, lik!!! many of us of, 

·,'that generat,ion, would not have known each 'other, may not;: have had 

'the oppor'~unities because it certainly widened economic opportunity, 

'in t-he south,. ,.It opened up' schools, it opened up ,social relations, ' 

and it finally breathed lj.~e into an area that 'we thought was always 
the'best and·the,most open, and ,if given the opportunity, a place, 
that everybody could thrive.' " ' 

, "And I, want to make one other point and then t'm goi'ng to 
'sit down. I wentw;ith the President's delegation to ,South Africa 

last week and saw Nelson ,Mandela sworn in "as the new President of, 

South. Africa. I want to point out to you there isa clear 'line 


, between the Brown, decision and Nelson Mandela' s swearing-in. If it 
, hadn't been for the Brown decision' we wouldn't have had a voting 

rights act. The voting rights act wouldn't have had the eXpan~i"e 
number 'of African Anierican members in t,he Congress, state' and, local 
government types ,who help P':lt ',the sqUeeze on sanctions and, the bond 
'business and the pension' busines,s. All of this is'relateq. to opening, 
up a country, opening. upa. world, empo\t{ering people. . 

, 1·'-" 

And I hope that yotl,areleft with one impression. ,When 
you saw those long ,lines of people standing in'line in South Africa 
to cast their right to vot;,e, that you'll know that it's tied to this , 
Suprem~' ,Court decision/that in the end the" right to vote ,for every 
citizen 1nthis world, in this country, is tied to that decision. ' 
At)d,for that, we really are ~- this country ,is ,enormously better off. 
And I' hope you take advan,tage of it. ' 

, . 
'Thank you very much. (Applause.,) 

THE PRESIDENT: ' I want to give you a chance to as1:c' 

questions, if you have any questions of ,any of them or me. But let 

ll\e' just follow up on one thing Mr.','Green said. 


You heard Dick ,Riley say how,much he regretted the fact 
that he, grew up iri, 'a segregated society. 'Alo't of us who were 
Southerners, who grew up'in th$ South, really knew: b~tter. ~e knew 

, that' segr,egationwas wrong. And we knew that --those of ,us who were,' 
white knew that it was hurting us,that we were being deprived of the 
opportunity, to know,people, to share th~ir feelings, ,to share their 
life experiences, ,to share their music, their culture" to deal with 
people who' were, jU!?t being cut off~ , , ,,' , 

, , 

" , 

, . " And ,the things which happened to integrate 'the country,
I, . !, • "" , ......",,~ !

integrated the South, at least in the begJ.nning, ll\ore than any other 
part of the country because it was the most, segregated part, "and it 
was ,the part ,that had the highest ,percentage ,of Africa,n American 
population. And I am convinced, that those things, -- f'ir,st, th~ 
education 'deci~ions, and then the,voti'ngrights decision -~ they did 
he+p to inspire and give energy t,owhat ultimately happened in South 

'Africa. ' 

,'The United st;atescontributed $35 million last year·,to' , 
'helping to build 'democracy in· South Africa -':'helping train people to ' 
vote, helping condudt, show ,people "how to run the elections, helping' 
to figure, out how this could be done. But 1; a+so have, to tell you 

'i , 
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!that I think it'is virtually inconceivable'that I would have'ever" 
become President of the United states had it not been for the Brown 
decision becauseofther~lationships --and-the,votingrights 

.' decision· --and the relationships that subsequently I developed with 
'the ·African Americans in my state who~e support helped to' make me' , 
gov,ernor, and with people around the country who made me president. 
So' there is a sense in which, 'in very tangible, real ways, these , 
:decisi.ons freed a lot of Americans ,to be more ,than they otherwise 
.would haye been. 

So, do you have ,any questions to any of them or me that 

"you> want to ask? Yes,' in the' back. ' 


Q ' I would like to' ask' Mr. Green .:.- I'm sure it was 
very hard when y~uwere going to Central 'High ,School." What~kept'you 
,going? ,What was the big mo~ivational factor for you? 

MR. GREEN: Well, the biggest motivation'was,that we 
, felt we were -- we had a goal.. . The goal, was to try to open up 
oPPQrtunities in Little Rock.' We were 'able to do that, had this 
focus because of the support /W$ got from our families an our . 
churches. And then, in the end, all nine of us kind ofbond&d 
together~ We are a c~ub'for Ii,fe. ' When one decided that things were 
getting rather rough; the :other eight supported,them. So it was ,that, 

- bond between the" nine of· us, the' support from our homes, and the, 
belief, as the p,resident· indicated, 'that why we didn't know for sure 
what the fu~ur,e 'was going to'be, we knew,we dfdn'tw'antto go back to 
the past, and we wanted 'something a little bit better than'what we 
were seeing, and that this was one of ,the ways' to try to get there., 

Q When you were in schqol how/did integrating your 
school affect you? 

" 
, '..' ' 

THE PRESIDENT: 'My public schools were' hot integrated' 

, unt,il two years ·after I left'.' That's the point I was trying to mak~ 

'with Ern~s,t~ Th,e integration, of the scho,olsthroughout the .South , 

basically took about 15 years after the Brown decision. So I'm a 

little bit yo~ngerthan Ernie, not much. 


, , .' . I , 

'And so our school -- what happened was,'a lot of these 
school districts 'sat ,around and waited for 'the Justice' Department to 

'come' after the~, the 'federal government to: say, where, is your plan, 
or for somebody, ~o force th~ states to, adop·t a plan. And 'th~t' s why 
'I wanted to mak~ the point that,' after Brown v.Board of Eduqation, 

,,'all of the$e schools didil' t integrate overnight , and it took ,a,' .' 
siqnificant'number of, years befo+"e:i:.t happened throughout the south, 
and, throughout, the country. , . 

, ,­

MR. GREEN: Mr., Presiderit, I think one of the tningsyou 
want to'point out aboq,tthe.Little Rock ease is that Little Rock was' 
·much earlier than many of the other, cases, and that the fact that .the 
federal government' finally used their power and might to underscore 
it may have help, :tlike to think,' fuel' part of the·modern civil 
rights movement. " ' 

As'¥ou know from the movie; we hacj a thousand 

'paratroopers that came to Little Rbckto enforce the court 'order. 


, 'But this was the' first' time th'atschool desegregation had been 

undergirded, by federal 'support in that manner •. ' 
. , . . , , 

THE PRESIDENT:" I' also, want to l:nake another' point that' I 
think might have been passed over •. , Ernie mentioned this •. Arkansas 
was actually 'a good candidate for a p:eaceful, successful integrat:ion', 
Of Little .Rock C~ntralHigh School. 'We were the first state in the 
south to. integrate our law school.,' We had an' integrated medical 

.school. " 'We, had a .newspaperin Little Rock,the' Arkansas Gazette, 

. which was;, I think, one o,fthe -- by 'any standard-- one of the 

" 'finest papers in the couritry" which was strongly supportive of 
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. . . integration. We had a' lot of leadership, .white leadership,' in Little 
'. Rock that was s'trongly supportive of integration. . 

And iri'cases like this, when countries, or cities or 
states .can go one way or the other, . the impact:', of leadership is 
p'ivotal. When the Governor called ,out the National GU,ard to 'stop, the 
integration', it wasn It even all that popular, in Little Rock. Allot 
of the white "people didn't ,like it. But it was wildly popular out in 
our state in the more rural.areaswhere'the racial animosity was 

.greater and, the fear of change was greater .. And so it was a 
politically popular ~ecision. B;ut it wrecked the chance we had to, 
become the first southern state thatwouldrea;llyhave a beginning 
statewide successful; peaceful integration. 

Later' when: Atlanta' began to integrat~, a, lot of ·.leaders 
in Atlanta- looked at what, happened in Little Rock and said,. we don't 
want that to) h~ppen here"a~d we're ,npt going to permit it.' Very 

i. interesting. . , ". ' 

. .' , So how 'people behave in times of crisis is ver~ 
important and makes' a big difference ~ The court decision 'still is, 

..carried out by people, 'and as I said; what "s in their ·heart makes a 
difference. . 

\ 
, . ' ' . ~ , 

Do you have any questions ~,for: themanyinore? 

'lQ Mr. Green, . how dld you feel the first time, .the· 
'firs~ day.'you went to Central High School? 

; ". \ ,,' 

MR. GREEN: Apprehension, some fear. It ,turned out, , 
though, that that first day eight of us went as a group, and one of 
the students missed the directions. Elizabeth Eckford is the:student 

. that you. see' in the pictures being harassed by t~e' mob~ . 
. .' " . 

, I think, after that day, ,when we finally got home and s~w' 
the'footage on'television and all, we all finally figured out we were 
in the middle of a serious struggle at that pqint. ' But it also' . 
convinced us that weweren' t going to back. down" ,that we were 
committed to the, change. 'We thought ,that .we wererig}:ltandwehad a 
lot of support to undergird that. So it just reinforced that. 'we were 
going to stick it out. ' . ' . 

. Q Mr.. Green, how ,did your brother feel about' your' 
, transfer to, Central High? ' 

". " 

MR. GREEN: ,Initially; he "thought I was,Ja li,ttle wacky. 
(Laughter. ) But he' supported me, and ,my family did • And' he IS. now 

:living in NeW York. 'In \ fact; my brother, as a result "also of the 
Brown, outcome, he's a.journeyman in one ofth,e sheet,metalunion9 in 
New York•. And if you know anything about the building trade area and. 
the skilled trades,it,'s been 'one in'which African Americans have had· 
a 'difficult time in qainingentrance. And because' of Brown, again,', 

'employment, discriminatiqn, voting rights --'ali of this you can 
relate to the '54 Brown decision. ' . " ,: ',' . ' ."' 

/ , 

THE PRESIDENT: 'Yes . 

. . QThi's' is .directed to Mr . Marshali • . How has this 
. , aff,e.cted your life today?, 

MR. MARSHALL:, The decision and .its aftermath have, 
a'ffected my life today largely because' it puts in perspective for me 
a nUmber'of, the problems that we faqe'in society riow~ the problems, 
that divide people by race, which also are, I'believe, one of the' 

. causes' of the violence we face. And . for that. reason, th.e decision 
, an(i' the,effor-ts that ,led up to it 'and followed through' on it have " 
'reminded me of the importance of everyone trying to work toge,ther 'as 
op~osed to the politics of division that ,have caused ,a numbe~ of th~ 

MORE 
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Problems we have 'now . , ,So1 it's been more of a reminder to' me than 
anything:' else that we need that as a goal. 

. " '.- . \' I ',. . 

T~E PRESIDENT: Go ahe.ad ~ you're' next. 

" Q This is for both Mr. Green and yoti; Mr. President.' 
", .Did you have' while the integratiorlwas' go~ng on,did you, ever feel' 

like taking the law i l1to your own~ands and doing ,something drastic? 
" CLaugnter. ) 

MR. GREEN: Thank you,' Mr.. President. (Laughter.) 

THE .PRES'lDENT: There' 'are· some benefits to this job. 
( 

(Laughter. ) 

MR. GREEN: The reality 'of 'what.. we 'were. faced withwa.S 
,that we were nine' stud,ents: there were over 2,000 whit~stuQents at;:. 
Central High SchoOI at that time, and so, the logic would say that'you 
,simply weren't going to fight' your, way out of, it -- the numbers were ' 
too, overwhelming. , , . 

But secondly, we had the ~- when President', Eisenhower 
stepped in with the p~ratroopers'and the Army, we had the' feeling, 
'initially that we hadthesupport'of the Uriited.Statesgoverriment 
beJ:lind us., And as time wore on, we began to see support from all 
around the' countrYa.nd aro-qnd the world. r '. " 

. \ . 

And~theend resultwas that one 6f thepeople.who . . 
attended my graduation in May of 1958 was· Dr.· King.·, He was speaking 
at .'a' college d'own in' Pine Bluff, .and",came up to Central .thatriight. 
I didn't know .that he was in the audience until the cer~ony was over' 
with.' And ,Dr. King 'in 1958 was not the l

; tow~ring giant that he is ' " 
today. ,But all of this points J:)ut, I think, that the moment you 

,thin~ you are going to take it intp your own hands, use some extreme 
violence, ma.nage to turn your off switch on and st.op, pause ,30 . 

. second$, take a deep breath, ,count because the likelihood ,is not 
" worth ·that. 

, ' 

. . And ,I think many of our y'oung people, this whole issue. 
'of nonviolence,.theY see it as an impractical tool, but it's 
,something that we need a lot to think about in resolving conflicts -~ 
that you.,Qon't lash out, you don't want topti.nch somebody out, you. 
don't want to, hit them, that that's not the way to resolve conflicts. 

J 
, '. The real way 1;0 resolve. conflicts 'is that if you' can, 
'ever use. your mind, you can out-think them. ,And we proved that in 
Little Rock•. In the end, we could out-think the segregationists, the 
.resisters. ,Arid the day, whenever I go back home with the President, 
I can't, find anybody in Little Rock who is opposed to mybe~ng at 
Little Rock Central High School (Laughter.,) . . 

THE PRESIDENT: ,I want to ,make two points about it .. 
First is, back then, the law was our friend and lawlessness' was our. 
enemy", .In o.ther words, the .Supreme Court was the friend of 
integ~ation. ';r'he'President'was enforcing the sup~eme Court order~ 
And aftc=.P~~sid~z:t ¥.~nnedy was,~lecte1" Robert Kenpedy was the •. 

. attprney general ..' 'He was out there. killing himsel,f trying to get the 
schools inteqra:tedand to enforc,e the law. So the, law, was seen as . 
the friend of' the people who wanted change. 

. The second point I~d like to make is, people 'were 
'willing to pu~ .themselvesonthe.line. These people like Ernie.--· 
Mr. Marshall's' father. wqrked" for years and. years and years. T~ey 
',were willing to pay the price of time. What you have today in a lot I 

6f communities is young people taking the law into their own hands 

-ei,ther because. the¥, ' can't manage their, own " aggressions and. they've 


( got a,gun' handy, or because they're doing :j.tfor sonie ':"-it arises 


, . ". MORE 
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out of drug dealing or something: like that, where people ',want a ~ick 
benefit instead.'of a long-term benefit. 

, .' . , . 

And I think one of'the things' the schools have to 'drum 
int'o our kids' ,today i~ ,that you always have to be'living for your 
lifetime~c You al'¥?'ays have to-be,thinking about what it's going 1:,0 be 

,like down the 'road. '" Noone is entitled to instant ,cjratification all 

the time,to getwhat'they want when they w~nt it, right now. You 

have to be willing to,pay the'price of, time. " " " " " 


, ' , .' . Arid these nine young people of~ whom Ernie was t~e leader' 
were willing --they paid an ,enormous J;>rice fo~ themselves as well as 

,'for everybody they represented by saying, in my life this wil,l b~ 

Detter. And ,if I could change, one' thing about what's going on today~ 

when there's so much mindless violence' among young people and kids ' 

are just g,etting shot 'at random, it' s' becau~e people are going around 


, acting on their impulses ip the moment." ' ' 
~ \ '. , ( 

, " And,the law can, still be your friend if, you're willing \ 
to work and,have discipline and take time with it. 'Nobody gets 
everything they want just when theY,warit it. You have",to pay the' 
,price of time and be' willing to have -- to ta~e the kind of ' 

discipline risks that Ernie Green did. And that, I think, is one of 

t~e things we really have got to somehow hammer home to everybody in 

your g,eneratiori. ' 


, You've heEm great. I can tell --" the t'each~r' stelling 

me it's time to stop. ' The principal is. Thank you all -:yery much. 

You' were terrific~ ,Thank you, gentlemen. (Applause.)' 


(Gifts are presented to the President.) 

, Thegre~t thing' about the united states,the great thing, . 
about the United' States ,is, that all 'thehisto'ryof out 'ct?untry lives 
in the present and helps to pave the way for the future." ,! 

i '. \ I • \ • ' • • , 

I. had Senator Byrd in my officeiast night, who is, the 
Chairman of the, Sena~eAppropriations Committee. ' They p.ave to",' , 
approve all the money tha~ get,s spent. Like, if we send any money,t'o 
your ,school, it comes through that: committee. And he had 'just ' 
finished reading the Federalist Papers written by Madison and ' 
'Ha~ilton;, just read them all,again,because he 'said they have, 

relevance to today. '
I 

Brown is important today . , It's living ,in your life 
today. And ,what you have to do is to make the most of this , 
experience and make the most of your own life, so that, 40 yea:tsfrom 
now, young people will be sitting in this ,school and other'pchoois , 
around the'countryand they will be living the accumulated history 'Of 

"America. ' , '\,' , 
" 

That's the only way ,this, works. That's ,the briill.ant~ 
thing ,about our 'country. That's,why we wanted to come here and ta;Lk 
about it, because 'we know the spirit and the meaning of that decision 
is alive iI)' your ,lives today" ,And, as, long' 'as youbeli~ve that and " 
you, do, youi', 'pEJ.rt, ,then" this cO\1ntry is going, to ~be"~rCi-=-::':!'dl'lcn;,
lorig time. ' " , ' 

Th:ankyou. (Applause~), 

END 12:15 P.M. EDT 
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THE PRESIDENT': Thank you. ,Thank you very much. My' 
good friend Ernie Green; secretary Ri1~y,; Attorney General Reno; your 
principal, Bette Lewis. ,I'd also like ,to ,recognize. in the audience 
today two of my partners in trying to'make America abetter place 
-- two' of your d,istinguishedrepresentatives ,in Congress, Senator' 
Paul'Sarbanes; and Congressman Steny Hoyer -- thank you for being'

,here. (Applause.) '" . 

I 'ha:Ve a number of people here who work int.he White' 
House, 'but I want: to recognize.one in particular. We just finished 
teaching a class here on Brown v.Board of Education. I was joined 
in that classl:?Y' secretary Riley, who, as a ypung,man,. was involved 
along with his father,with the integra~iori of public schools in 
south Carol ina; and with Ernest ~reen,',Whose bac~grouhd you,' know. 
A1so,with ,Thurgood Marshall, 'Jr. I now a member of the Vice 
Presiderit's staff in the White House, whose father argued the Brown 
v ~Board 'of Education case ',tp the Supreme Court' and who later se;rved, 
on the Supreme Court literally spent his '.,life, fighting for these 
p:t:inciples and the$e opportunities. ' , , 

Now, I ~ay this' to ,make the 'second point. There have' 
been, a lot of -- you may see this, if you watch these sort of, things 
on the evening'news, you'll see a lot o~ people, your parents and 
grandparents' agEL ta'lking -- or even younger than that -- talking in 

I', very cyn~cal, terms saying, well, this issti~l a society with a, lot 
"o·f segregat:Lon. Or well, this is still a society with a lot of' 
raciaL discrimination. Or, well, ,this is still' a society where 
racl.al minorities don't ha~ethesame ~conomic opportunities ,others' 
do. Or 'well, 'we're st.ill ,more violent than we were, 4 0 years ago., ' 

" "\ . ,', ,: - "" , 

And all tho,se people, will be saying that $or:t of as!,: an ' 
excuse. They'll be $aying therefore, maybe this"decision didn't ' 
count for so much. Well, I want' to, tell' you that', s 'flat wrong. This,
,." L , 

~s a much better country ,today because of Brown v~Board 'of Education 
and'b4?cause'there were people whQ'came before all ,of you who were 
literally willing to put their ,lives on the line'to see-that you got 
an equal ed1.icat'ion, to see that you get a chance 'to make something of 
your lives. The 'world, and this ,"country, are ',markedly better because, 
of this, decision and these principles., 'It is better today • And just 
because,nC)t all the problems of this count:ry have been solved, ,that's 
no excuse for people to 'say, this Brown v.' Board, of ,Education 
decis,ion didn't mak,ea' huge difference,. ' 

..,' '. ,'f', ' ':," _ I' , "; ',. "'.• 

, You heard the Attorney General and, the student,s ~n, the 
class heard' the Secretary of Educatioriancl' me say all three, of' us,' 
grew .:up, in the South in, 'segregated societies. And' we suffered too., 
We were deprived of the' right to p1,ayand go places with and know and 
live withpeopl~,of different 'racial and ethnic'backgrounds. Andwe 

, ", 
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paid a terrible p:t::ice for it., ", And when it began to, go away" our, ! 
lives,were also very, yery much enrfched~ Ido',not believe I would 
be here a~ President today ,if it hadn't been for Brown v.Board'of 
Education, and the Civ:ilRights Act, and the Voting Rights Act t1:lat, 
gave ,all ,the people of my state a chfince'to come together as one ./
people. ,r 

, / 

What I do want to say t:o you today is ,that t.his " 
.generation fac~s a whole lot of challenges that are part of the 
unfinished busin~ss of helping us to live together as one people. 
And we need some more 'miracles like Brown v.Board of Education. And 
they have to begin,. however, the same, way Brown, did''';'- by ,individual . 
Anierican's making choices. , 

You look at what the problems are' tOday. Is there still 
racism. in ,AIri~ri,ca today? O~ course there is. Is there' too, much 
violence, today,' especially among young people? Of, course. Are there 
still too, many people who ,don,' t think 'they're going to, get a fair 
shake in life and don't think they have much of a future to look' 
forward to? Of course there are;, ' So what are, you going to 'do about " 
it? And' what am I 90ing to do ',about' ~t? 

what we ,should say is, we aregoi~gto build on ,the 
things' which have gone before that are good.: You have to ,make 
choices. 'If you look at'what's wrong with, our country today --' too 

, , much violence, too many guns in the hands of young people that are ' 
, . too willing to ,,use them, t06 mariy people victimized by the breakdown 

of-family life and community ,life, .too many people victimized by th~ 
fact that they don't have a good j,ob or a good education, too many 
young people who ,are willing to maked~cisions in the flash of a, , 
moment that may ,ruin their entire lives, too many schools that 'still 
don't, work as well as· this one does.' J ' 

..It all begihs with personal choice,s • I ran for 
President bec~use I made, ,a personal--choice that I did not want my 
daughter, to grow 'up in a'country that was co~ing apart instead of 

" 	 coming 'together, and I didn't want you to' be the first gener!!ltion o·f 
Americans to do worse than your parents; and I t:hought there were 
'things we, could do, about ' it. And" we I reworking hard to 'do those. 
things --to -create more jobs, to improve 'our schools~, to deal with J, 

our health care problems,' ,to make our streets safer, and take on,some 
',of thes~ tough law eriforcement issues, t:hat rel~te to crime and·drugs. ' 

. '. 	 "',' 

, The 'Congress voted last week to, ban assault weapons; 
it's high'time~' To:put morepolic~officerson the, street, to' give 
young people more' programs that will help t.o prevent them from' 
getting involved in a violent life. We have made some personal
decisions. ,But you haye'to make, some personal 'decisions, ,too. '.The 
magic of'educationstarts in every school, in every c+assro~lli. You 
have to decide that you'will not dt;"op out, of school and that you wil~ 
stay in arid that you will do well. You have to decided that you will 
not ,use alcohol or drugs, or take up guns.. You, have to decide that 
you will not" be,come a ,mother or fat.herbefore you I re old enough to , 
understand and take responsibility and' do .the job right, instead of 
wrecking your life with it. 

. . . ' , 

'You have to ,decide that you are going to have the , 
discipline a~d commitment necessary to c<;mti,nue your education and \to, 
tone down the frustration and anger that every person feels. A lot, 
of these kids getting killed today are getting killed with the , same 
sort ,of anger'and'frustration that people have always felt when they' ' 

, .were fighting pve,r'things;, except now they can go pick up a gun and, ' 
. do something about it. 'You have to take" the lead -- every one of you
'-- in dealing with your own lives and your own schools to try to stop, 
this. This is crazy -- al+, this violarice among'young,people. And a" 
lot' of these kids ,that .are.killing their lives by shooting other' 

'people, are people who don't even, have prior crim;i.nal records., \' 
I ' . '. 

'You'v'e got to :get together and, talk' ~bout what makes, 
people mad, and what, do you do'when you get'mad and when' you get 
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frustrated, 'and how do you walk' 'away from that. ,And that I s something 
that the President 'and the Congress and all the people in the world 
'can't do for you if you won I t do for yourselves.' , 

~ , ' 

We are 'very fortunate in this country, today that 40 
,years 'ago the people did what was ,necessary to bring that case to the 

Supreme Court and: that every justice ,on the Supr~me Court'said , 
'separate but unequal educational 'facilities are wrong. And if they 

'are sep9-rated by race by' law, they are by definitionunequal, 'and 
they, are unconstitutional:. We are all a better 1?eople becatise ,of ." 
that. And you all wouldn't be here together, ,doJ.ng what you're dOJ.ng, 
'in 'this 'school t:oday, if thathadn't'happenE7d. 

" ' " But Wh~t you have' to do now' is' to say, 'that didn 1 t solve 
all the problems, but it got me to the starting ,line. ,It gave me:a 
chance to live in an America \thatwasmore honest and living up to 
its ,creed that we are all equal 'under God.' And now I have a chance,' 
and I'm going to make the most of it. The whole future of Ainerica is 
riding on whether, we can hp.ve 'young people who are well educated, 
well disciplined, hopeful about, the future and more' interested in 
helping each other' than hurting each other,' more int,erested in books' 
than guns, more interested in five years from now than five seconds' 
,from now. You,' have, to do' that. Your country is counting on you. ' 

, I will do everything I can as president.' And all 'these 
people' will 'do, everyth{ngthey can to make sure that you have agQod 
country to grow'up in, that you can succeed,that,y6u can have 'a' good 
lif~. 'But a lot of it' is in your, hands. I urge you on this 40th', 

. anniversary of one of the ,greatest', decisions ',for freedom ,ev~r made, 
'to stand up for your own freedom and make the most of it. GQd bless 
'you and good, luck.' Thank you. (Applause.) 

I' ,. 

END, l:OOP~M. EDT, 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Please sit down. Bishop 

Ford, Mrs. Mason, Bishop OWens ana B1shop Anaerson; ~y bishop~, 

B1shop Walker and B1shop L1ndsey. (Applause.) Now, 1f you , 

haven't bad B1shop L1ndsey's barbecue, you baven't had barbecue. 

(Applause.) Ana 1f you havenlt heard Bishop Walker attack one' of 

my opponents, you bave never beard a political speech. (Lauqhter 

and applause." 


I am,qladto 'be here,. You have touched'my heart. ' 
You brought tears to my eyes and. ;,joy to my spir1 t . ,(Applause .. ) 
Last year I was over Wltll you at the Convention center. '~o 
yeats ago your bishops came to Arkan'sas an~ we laid II plaque at 
The point ln, Little Rock,,~Ark.ansas, at' 8th' and Gaines, where 
Bishop Mason rece1vedthe 1nspirat1on for the name of this qt'eat 
church. ( Appl ause •J' , .' , . " ',\ 

Bishop Brooks said from his pulpit that I would be 
elected President when most people thouqht I wouldn't survive. I, 
thank him and I thank your faith and 1 thank. your works, ,for 
w1thout you I would 'not be here today as your pre81de~t. 
(Applause.) 

Many have spoken eloquently and well, andimany have 
been 1ntroduced. I want totbank my good' friena, Governqr 
McWherter and my friend Mayor Herenton for being with me 'today -~ 
(applause)"· my friend Congressman Harold Ford, we are gla~to 
be in his congressional district. (Applause.) 

, I would 11ke to, if I mi;ht ,~ntroduce just three,
other people who are members of' the Congress., THey have come 
bere with me. And without, them' 1tIs hard for me to do much for. 
you. The ~resident proposes' and, the, congress dispoR,es. 
(Laughter.) Sometimes they dispose of what I propose, but -- ' 
(laughter). I'm happy to say that according toa recent report, 
in 'Wash1ngton, notwithstanding what you may have heard, this . 
congress has given me a,higher percentage of my proposals than. 
any first year P~esident since President Eisenhower. And I thank, 
them for that. (Applause.) 

Let me introduce' my good friend, a viSitor, to 
,Tennessee, Congressman B111 Jef~erson from New Orleans,
Louisiana. Please stand up. (Applause;) And an early supporter 
of my campa~gn. (Applause~) conqressman Bob Cleaent from 
Tennessee, known to many of you. (Applause.) Ana II young man 
who's going to be co.inq back to the people of Tennessee and 
asking them to give h1m a promotion next year, conqressman 3im 
Cooper from ·'l'ennessee, And ;\ good friend .. please welcome him. 
(Applause. ) 

:You know, in the last 10 lftontbs,I've been called;a 
lot of things, but nobody's c~lled me a biabop yet. {Laughter
and applause.) 'When 1 w..s.about nine years old, lily beloved and 
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now d.eparted grandmother, who was a very wise woman, looked at IDe 

and.'she said., you know, I believe you could be a preacher if you 

were just a little better boy • ' , (Laughter:.) 


The proverb says,: ~IJ\ happy heart doeth qood l1ke 

medicine, but 3 brokQn eplr1t dryeth the bone." This 1s a happy

place, and lim happy to be here. {Applause.},! thank you for 

your spirtt. (Appl~usce,.)' 


, , 

By the qraee~of ,God,and your'helP, last year,I,was 

elected president :of this qreat,co~ntry. I never dreamed tha,t I 

would ever' have a ch'anceto come to ~his'hallow:~d place ,where" 

Martin Luther K1nq.9Clve ~1S lal?t sermon.' I· ask you to ~h1nk 

'today' &bout .the' purpose .for: .whichI ran and the, purpos,e for which 

'so many of you worked to put me 1n this qreat offiee.', I bave 

worked. hard. to keep faith with our common efforts _. to resto~e 

the economy; to reverse the,polities of helpinq only those at ,the 

: top of our totem pole and not the hard-working middle. class or 

the :poor; to bring our' pe~ple to'qether, across rac1al' and t;eq1onal, 

and polit:l.cal lines; to make astrenqth out of our diversity

instead of letting it, tear us ,apart; to reward work and fam.ily 

and community and try to move us forward into the 21st century. 
I,have t~1ed to keep faith. 

Thirteen' percent of "all my, presidential appOintments 
are African Amer1cans , and there are five African Americans in 
the Cabinet of the Un1ted states'~-two and a half times as manY 
as,have ever served in the history ofthiJ; gre.t land •. ' 
(Applause'.) I have sought .to advance the; right, to ,vote witb the 
motor veter'bill, supported' so strongly by all the churches in . 

,our country. 'An~ next' week :l.t will be my great honor to s1¢l 'the,' 
Restorat10n of 'Religious :,rreedoms 'Act,' a bill supported w1dely :by,' , 

, people. across, all', religions and, political philosophies to put
back ,the, real meani'Jiq oftheCc>nst1tut1on -- to give you and 

, every other American the freedom to do ':what is most important, in 
your life,to'worshiJ) God 'as 'your sp1rit leaclsyou. (Applause.)

. . '. ',- '~ . 

"';, I say to YOU,'mYfello~'American~, we have made ,a 
good beginning. Inflation 1sdown• ,Interest rates are down. 
The deficit is down. Investment is up_ Millions of'Americans, 
including, I bet, 'some people inth1s roo.,heve refinanced their. 
homes or 'their business loans just in the last year.' (APplause.)

,And 1n,the last 10 months, this ,economy has,produced more jobs in, 

the private sec~or than' .in t~e prev10us four years ~ , 


. . .~... 

We have' passed a l(t,w called the FUl1'ly Leave ,law, 
which says you can't be fired ,if you take a .little time' "off when 
a baby is born or a parent "i'8 sick. (Applause. ). We know' tha't 
most Americans' have, to work, but you ought not to have to give up " 
be1ng 'a good Ptlrent just to take a jOb. If you ean't'::sueeeed as 
a worlteranda, parent, t~is ~:country can't 'make it.", '. . :~", , . 

. '"we'have 'r~~~Cal~Y ~eforme.d the collegE! "lO~np~09'r~, . 
, as I 'prom1sed to lower' the cost of college loans and. ,broaden the , 
availabi,lity of it an~, make the repayment terms easier. ' 
(Applause.), Anel we have passed the, national service law that 
will give in three years-- three years'from now, 100,000 young' , 
Americans aehanee to 'serve their communities at home, to repair
the frayed bonds of community, to build up the needs o(people at 
the grass roots, and at the same 'time" earn sOlle mon'ey to pay for 
a college education. It is ,.8 wonderful idea. (Applau8e,~ " 

on,Apr11 15th, when people pay their taxes,' . 
somewhere between 15 m1llion and 18 million working famillea on 
modest incomes, famllies w1thchildren and incomes ,of under 
'23,OOO,w1ll get a tax cut, not a tax increase, in the' most 
1mportant effert toeneure that ,we reward work ,and family in tbe,
last 20 years. Fifty m~llion ~r1can parents and their cbildren 
w1ll be advantaged by putting the tax code back on the e;'dQ of 
working American parentsfor,,8 change. (Applause. ) . 

.. .MOU·, 
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under the :':'eatie.rsh1p of the First.' 1,aciy, 'w~ h~~~ , 
produced a ,comprehensive plan t~ guarantee, h~~:th c.r~,sec~~~;I .. 
to all 1Uaericans. HOw ca.n we expect the 1Unf!.. _"an peo.,· .. e, to t;O",.~ 
and to live with all the changes ~n a global economy, w~ere the 
average lS-year-old will chanqework seven'times in a l.fetime, 
unless we can simply saYi we have 'joined the ranks of all the. : 
o-cheradvanced,countr1es in the. world; you,ean have dece~t, h:nlth 
care that's alwilystbere t.hat can never be taken4way? , ... t 715 
time we c:1id that; long past t1me •. 1 ask you tO,help us a-::hleve 
that.' (Appla~se.) 

But' we have so 'much more to do. "YOU and I know that 
most people are still working' harder for ,the Game or lower wages;
that many people are afrclld that their job 'will· go aW,ay. We have 
to provide the education anC\ tra1n1nq our'peQple need, not just
for our children DU~ for our adults, too. ~If we. cannot close 
this country up to' the ·forces of change sweepinq throughout the 
world, we have to .a't least guarantee people the security ofbe1~'lC'J 
eml'loya..ble. They have to be able to get a new job if they're 
gotngto have to qet a new jOb. We don't do that today, and we 
must, qnd we intend to proceed until that is done. 

. We have to guarantee that there will be some, . , 

investment in 'those areas of our country -- in the inner cities: 

and in the destitute rural areas in the Mississippi Delta, of my

home state and this state anct..~Lou1siana and Mississippi, an4 , 

other places like it throughout AIIerlca. It's all very well to, 

train people, but if theyc1on't·have ,a job,they can be trained 

for notbing. We muat' get investment to those places where· the . 

people are, dying for work. (Applause .) . . ' 


" .' And finally~ let me say t we must' find. people who , 
will buy What we have to produce." We are the most productive 
people on' Ear,th. That'1'IIakes . us proud•. , :aut what that means is '. 
that every year one person can produce.more'1n'tbe same amount 'of 
time. 'Now, if fewer and fewer people canproduca more and more, 
thing's, and y&t you wan~ to'create'lftore jobs 'and raise people's 
~ncomes, you have to have more customers, for what it is you·re ' 
makinq. . And that is why I have worked so hard ·to sell more '. 
American product. around the world; why I have ,asked that we be, 
able to sell billions of Qollars of computers we, used not .to sell 
to foreign countri'es' anel foreign. interests. -:0- to put· our people,
to work." . .., 

, , Why? Next week I' am qoing' all' the way to wa'shinqton 
state' to meet with 'the Pres1dentof'China and the prime Minister 
of Japan aLcS the heads of 13 other Asian countries, the fastest' 
growing part of the world l to say: We want 'to be your partners. 
We will b~y your goods, but we want you ·to buy ours, too, if'YOu 
please. (Applause.) That is why.. (Applau,se.)· ,.' ... 

I. 

. That is why I h~ve worked so hard for this North' 
American Trade Agreement that congresslftan Pord endorsed.today, '~ 
and Congressman Jefferson endorsed and cong::essman Coopet" and 
Congressman Clement, because we know that Americans can cOJapete 
and win qnly 1fpeople w111buy what it is we bave to sell.,' '. 
There are 90 million people in Mexlco. seventy 'cents of every 
dollar- they spend onfore:iqn 9'0048, ·they spend on 'Amer1t;an goods. 
people worry fairly. about peopleshuttinq' down plants in J\merica, 
and going not just to Mexico but: to any place where the labor.is 
cheap. It has ha~pened. .....: '.. . 

. . What 1 want to say to you t l'!Y fellow 'AlfafjJr1CanS ,is, , 
nothing in this agreement m.ake that more 1ik-ell'.' That bas ' , 
happe~ed alr~dy •. It may happen again •. What we need to do is 
keep the jODshere by find1n9 customers tnere. That's what this 
agreement does. !t 9ivaa us,a chanee to creat. oppor~un1ty tor.
people.' (Appl~use.). , " " 

. . I woulti nevet' _ .. ', there are 'Ceople -- I havefrienCis: 
in this aud1e-nce p P:eop~~ 'Who are trl.1.u1Rtera from 1ft? state, fathers 
and sona, peopl~ --. t· -lie loolted out all overth1.s vast <:rowd lind' 
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'1 Bee people I I ve, known for', years., • They ,·,k.ilow. I spent my" wllol'. 

lil.~ working 'Co create JODS,' I, wo\.\ld never 'knowinqlY,:,do anythiIiq 

that wot.il~: :ti3:ke a .Job' away' from the American. people .. This . , 

agreemen.t will make :mol';e jobs., NoW r we, can alscleave, it if it 

doesn't work:'. in six months . But if we don' ttake it ,we '11 ~os 

it foreve'r. "We need to take 'it,because we have to: do better. 


. . .. ,. 	 .. . '. ". 

. . ',But X" 9iiess ,what I really want't'o B":Y to',you 'today, 

. my fellow Amaric.ans jis·. that we can' all of this' and still fail 

,unless we meet tl\e 9t:eat crisisqfthe spirit'that is'qripping 

·);.mer.ic·a today.··.:· ' 


, 

:When I leave you, Congressman,' F~rd and l:ar:e ·qo'inq 

to a Baptist. church 'near here to a townmeetinq he." S ~avinqon 

heal th .care and ,'violence. 'I, tell you I uJl,less. ~~, do, somethinq 

'about'crime and' violence and 'drugs that is ravaginqthe. ' . ... 
communityj"wewil1notbeabl&'"to repa.ir this country_:
(Applause. ) ,. '. 1 	 " 

. 	 ," 

.If MartinLutlier-King~ who said, "L1keMoses~ I am 

on the mountaintop and' I Call see the promised land, bu,t Itmnot 

.goi~q to be able to qet there with you, but we ~ill q~tthere,", 

-- if he were to reappear by my side, :today abd 'give us a report . 


'. ,card on the ,last2Syears ,what would be say? YoU did,,; a good 

'jo!:>, he would say" votinganel·electing people who formerly were 
not electable bee'ause :of . the color of tbeir skin. YOU., have more 
political power, and that is good... Youd·1d a'good j'o]:), he. would 
say, lettinq·people,who.have the ability.to do so live wherever 
they wantto.11ve,go wherever',they'want toqoin this great' ' 
country. ?6u, did ,a'good job i he would'say, elevatinq,peopleof
color into the ,ranks of the United StatesArmedForcesto.the . ". 

verY. top, 'or into the very, top. of ourgovernaent .::Youd1d a very 
good job, h~wOUld say,.' ··He would say, you' did ,a' good ,job' 

,cre,atinga black middle' class of people who'~ really' are dOino, .' 

well; and the middl~ class 18 growing more among African , 

Americans' than amon9 non-African Americans." You did'" a good job. 

YOU did a good job ..in ,opening opportuni ty.', .. ' 


. ~,~ :. ., 

"But he ,would 'say t ~l:' did not live and die.~: to": see the 

American family c1~s,tr.oyed.~ . (APP,lause .') I: did not "live' and die 

to see. 13-Year-.oldboys 'get automati~ weapons. and gun'down 9';" . 

year-oids just for tbe'kickof 1t.(AJ)plause.) I did not live 


',and di.e to see :youn9 people destroy their own 'lives with dnt9S 
',' and, :then· buil~' fortune~destroY1nq the 'liv~s ;0£ others'.' Tbat is 

'notwh~t ,I 9ame her~f to ,do.. (Applause d ',' .', ,.,' 

'., '. {,fouqht,::'forfJ;eedOm, he 'WOUld sa.y,· but not, fortbe' 

. freedom, of people to, kill' each. other with reckless abanaon;,not 

. for 'the ft'eegom of children to have' children and the fathers of 

the children walk .away ·from'~ th;elrand abandon them .as "if th'ey 

don 't, amount to :anything. (Applat\s.e'~J I fouqhtfor people to 

have 'the ..rightto: ~ork .but not to have whole communities and
f 

people ,abandoned-:·:.· Th1,~ '1s not· whatI'l:l:ve~: and d:1;'ed .for.' . 

," , My f'.iloW .'AmeriCans ,he~oUldsay ~ I,fought tos'top 

white people 'from':beincl sof~l.led. wi·th hate. th~t they'woul(l wre.k . 

violence on black .people.,.\I'. did' not f1ght'for the,~rfqht of black. 

people' to murder other, black people with reckles's 'abandi;ln. : ~. 


: (Al'plause.) ;; .. , 
, ' 

.. ' The other day' the' Mayor· of $altimore,~ .'a'dear .' frienp 

.of· mine" told. me .. a sto~y qf· visitinr; .the family of.a' :young man 

who. had been k1.11ed -- 18 <years.old--' on Halloween: . He always , 


.. 	went out witblittle bitty kids so '.they .could tr:(ck-or~treat 

safely. And acrossl the street from Where/they werewalk1nq on 

HalloWeen, a 14-year-old hoy gave a lS ...year-old boy a gUn lind' 

dared him toshoott.he le-year-old hoy; and he shot h111:.dead.'. '" 

And the'Mayor had to, 'Visit, th'e fam1ly~ . , " "," .. : ,,' 


.. \' ..,. '.. 	 ,'., " 

, '. '.' In'WaSbi:lqton', .!)C,where I.-,live I your Nation 's 

.Capital ,the symbol of freedom·' tllrow,nout:tbe world' -- look. how 

that freedom is 'be:1:ngexercised .,. The othar n:1.qht. a man ea.e . 


~ . ' 	 . ' , " 

.. (" 

~ .' .,' 
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,leng ~~•••tr•• t aud oC'ab~.d " Clll••Y.""·"'c;ll2 ahileS &1' ..1 ~ o;t thl 
child 1ft his car. The eh11d may have been the ch11d of. ~h, man. 
And two people \'1ere after him and they chased him 1n the c~r,: .and 
they just kept shooting with. l"ec'kless 'abandon, know.l.ng t.Q~t l,1a.oy 
was in the car. And they shot the man dead, and a bulle, wint 
through his body i~to the baby's body and blew the little boot1. 
off the child's fcot. 

, 'The other day on the front page of our paper, -the 
Nat10n I S Capital, are we talkinq about world peace or. -world 
conflict? No -- big article on the front page of The washing~on 
Pos,t about an'll~year-old child planning her funeral -- "these 
are the hymns I want sung; this is the dress I want to wear; I 
knowI'1Il not going to live very lonq." That is not the freedom 
-- the freedom to d1e before you're a teenager is not what Hartin 
Luther K1nq l1ved. and died for. (Applause.) 

More than 37,000 people die from qunshot wounds in 
this country every year. Gunf1re is the leading cause of death 
in young men. ' And now that· we I ve all got~en so cool that 
everybody can 'qet a semiautomatic weapon,·a,person shot now is 
t~ree t1mes more likely to die than 15 years ago, because theY're 
likely to have three bullets in them. one hundrea and sixty 
thousand children stay home from school everyday because they 
are seared they will be hurt in their school. 

The other day Iwa8 in California at a town meeting,

and a handsome younq man stood up and said, Mr. president, my

brother and I, we don't belong to gangs; we dontt have quns; we 

don't do drugs; we want to 90 to school; we want to be " 

professionals; we want to work hard; we want to do well; we want 

to have families. And we chanqed our scbool because the school 

we were in was so dangerous t so when we stowed up to the new , 

school to register, my brother and I were standing in line and 

somebody ran 1nto-the school and started shooting a qun. My

brother was shot down standing right in front ·of me at the safer 

school. " 

The freedom to do that kind:of thing is not what 
Martin Luther king lived and died for. (Applause.) It's not 
what people qathered in this hallowed church for the night before 
be was assaSSinated in April of 1968. If you had told anybody 
who was here in that church on. that night that we would abuse our 
freedom in that way, they would have found 1t hard to believe. 
And I tell you it is our moral duty to turn i~ around. 
(Applause. ) , , 

And now I th1nk f1nally we have a chance. Finally:
I think, we have a chance. We have a pastor here from New Haven, 
connecticut. I was in his church' with Reverend Jackson when I 
was ru~in9 for ,President on a snowy day in Connectieut to mourn 
the death of ch11dre:q who had been killed in that cit'y .1Uld. '. 
afterward we walked down the street for more than a mile in the 
snow. Then the American people were not ready. people would· 
say, oh, this is a terrible th1ng, but what can we do about it. ' 

Now when we read that foreiqn visitors come to our 

shores and are k1lled at random in our f1nestate of Florida; 

when we see our ch1ldren planning their funeral; when the 

American people are finally cOl\1ng to grips with 'the accumulated 

wave of' crime and v10lence and the breakdown of family and .:, 

community and the increase in drugs and the decrease in jobs, I 

think f1nally we may be ready to do something about it. ' 


" , 

And there is someth1cg for each of us to do. There 
are changes we can make from'the outside in -- that's the job of 
the president and the Congress ana the governors and the mayors . 
and the soc1al service agencies. Then.there's some ehan~es wetre 

'going to have to make from the inside out, or the others won't 
matter. (Applause.) That's what that magnificent song was 
about, wasn't 1t?Sometimes there are no answers from the 
outSide in; sometimes all-the anewershave to come fromtne 
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value~ and the stirrinq~ and, the voices ,~hat,speak to us irom 
within. 

"I. 

So we are beginninq. We 'are trY10Q:topass ~'bill 
to make our peop~e safer -- to put another 100,000 ~olice 
offic~rs on the street. To provide boot cam~s instead of -prisons 
for young people who 'can still be rescued. (Applause.) To 
provide more safety 1rt our' schools. To l-estrict t.he availability 
of these awful aiu~aul t weapons. 'To pass, the Brady, Bill and at 
least require people:, ,t;o have'1:heir criminal backqround checked, 
before:they qet a:q:un. And to say, if you"re not ,old enough to 
vote and you're not old enough to go to war, you ought not to own 
a handgun and ,youtought not to use on~ uf1,less you'x:e on a tarqet 
range . (Applause • ) 

We want to pass a 'health care pill that will make 
drug treatment available fo~ everyone.· And we also have to do it 
--we have to have drug treatment 'and eclucationava1lable to . . 
everyone, and especially those' wbo are in prison ,who are co_ing 
out., We have '8: Drug Cza'r pow. in Lee BroWn,' W110 \ilas ,thePoli,ce 
Ch1e,~, of Atlanta, of Houston, of, New York, who understands these 
things. And when" the Congress comes back next- year 'we will' be 
moving forward on that. 

we needth1scrime bill now. we OU9ht to qive it. to 
, the American people for Christmas. ',And. we· need to move forward 
on all these other fronts ... , But' I lay to you, my fellow , 
Americans, we need some other things as well. ,%:do not believe 
we can repair the:basic fabric of society until people who are 
w111,inO' to work. have work. Work ,organizes life.' It qives 
structure and discipline to life. It.qivesmeaning.and self­
esteem to people who are parents. It gives a role model to 
children. .. , " " 

, "-The' famous Afr1Can,Atn~r1Can soC1ologist; William 
Julius Wilson, has written a stunning book called Tbe Truly
Disadvantaged, 1n.which he chronicles in breathtaking terms how 
the inner c,it1es of out country have crull'll:lled as ~ork has 
disappeared.. And, we must ,find a way, througoh public and private 
sources I to enbence the attractiveness of the Allierican people who 
11ve there to get 1nvestment there. we cannot,. I submit to you I 

repair the American c,olUllunity and, restore· the Ameriean family
until we provide the 'structure, the value, the discipline and the 
reward'that work gives. (APplause.) '. , 

" " ~ . 

, I read a wonderful speech the other day given at 
Howard. university ina lecture series funded by B~ll and Camille 
cosby, in which the speaker said, "I ~ew up in Anacostia years 
aqo.· Even then!twas, all blaCk, and it was a very poor 
neighborhood. But' you know', when I was a child in Anacostia, 100 
petc~nt African American neighborhood, a very pOorneiqhborh60d, 
we had a crime rate ·,that'was low~r than the average of, the c'rime . 

. ,rate of ourcit:y. ',Why? Because we had coherentfa.milies. We 
had coherent communities.' The people who filled. the church on 
sunday l1vedin'the same place they went to church. Tbe guy that 
owned the drugstore l1veddown the street. The person that owned 
the grocery store' lived ,in our cOlllmunity. we were whole. II 

• c 

" And', I say 'to ,you, we have to make'our :people,wliole
again.' This church has"stood for that;, WhY'do you think you 
have' five m1111ori:members inth1s country?' seeause peop,le 'know 
you arefilledw1th the spirit of God' to do the ~19'ht thing in 

, this life by them,. (Applause.) 

So I say to you, we have to make a partnership
all the government·agencies, all,the,business folks -- bu~ wh.r~ 
there are no families, ,where there is' nO'order, where'tJl,'ere is no 
hopei where we are·reducinq thes1ze of our-armed servic.es . 
be~ausewe haye won the Colo, War-- who will 'be there to give 
structure, diSCipline, and love to'these eh~ldren? You must do 
that. And we must 'help yoU~, ' , 

'MORE 

http:servic.es


I 
.,,".', 

- 7 ­

scr1pture says, you arethe·sait.of the Earth and 
the light of the world... That if your light ahinesb.efore men: 
they will give glory to the Father in heaven. That is what we. 
must do. That is wnat we must do. How would we exPlain it td 
Mart1n Luther King if he showed'up today and.said~ .Yes, we won 
the Cold. War. Yes; the biqqest· threat that all of us grew up
uneier,. communism and nuclear war. communism gone; nuclear.war. 
receding. Yes, ·we q,eveloped all these miraculous technologies.
Yes ,we' all have got a .vCR in our home. It t S interesting. " Yes I 
we get 50 channels on the' cable. .Yes, without l'egarc1 to race, if 
you work hard.and play by the rules, you can get into a service 
academy or a good. college, you'll do just great. 

HOW would we explain to.h1mall these kid.s qettinq
killed and killing each other? How would we justify thethinqs
that we permit that no other country in the world would permit?
HOw could we explain·that·we gave people the freedom. to succeed 
and we created conditions in which millions ab\tse that freedom, .to 
destroy the ~h1n9s that make 11fe worth 11vinq and .lifeitsel!?
We cannot. . 

And so I'say to you toda.y/"my fellow Americans, you 
gave me this job. And we're making progress on the things you
hired me to do. SQt unless we deal w1th the ravages of crime and 
drugs and violence and unless we recognize tbat it's due to the 
breakdown of the family, the community and the disappearance of 
jobs; and unless we say sOlDe of this canno,t be done by' government
because·.,e have .to reach deep inside to the values, tbespirit,
the soul and the truth of human nature, none of the other'· things 
we seek to do will ever take us where we need to go. 

So ~n this pUlpit, on·this day, "let me..ask· all of 
you in your heart to say we will· honor the life and the work of 
Mart1nLuther king; we will honor the Meaning of our church; we 
will somehow, by God's grace, we w111 turn this around. We will 
give theaechildren a ,future •. We will take away their guns and 
give them cooks. We w111 take·away their despair andqive th~m 
hope. We will rebuild the families and the neighborhoods and the 
communities., We won' t make all the work that has qone on bere· 
benefit just a few. We w1l1d01t together by the grace of God . 

. Thank you .. (Applause. i. 

END 12:22 P.M. CST 
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

AT TOWN HALL HEETING 


Olivet Baptist Church 

Hemphis, Tennessee 


1:20 P.H. CST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you for that wonderful 

welcome. Thank you for your siqn about MArTA. (Laughter and 

applause.) I didn't give it to her, I promise. (~auqhter.) 


Reverend Whalen, it's wonderful to be in your ,
church, and I thank you for hosting this town hall meeting. Last 
year Reverend, Whalen accepted my invitation to come to Arkansas 
to the Governor's Hansion, and to meet with me about a number of 

, the problems you'll be discussin; today. And it's good. to ~ee 
him again. He came to my house, and I'm in' his house now. 
(APPlause.) 

1 WaDt to thank my good friend, Harold Ford, who 
started belp1nq me 1n my quest, to become president early, and ' 
long before that, worked with me to help reform the welfare laws 
to give people both the obligation to work and the opportunity to 
grow and thrive. 'And the two things go together, and I thank 
Harold Ford for that. 

, I'll glad to be here with Congtessman Clement and 
with Congressman Jim Cooper. I'm qladto see them both up here 

talking. I was especially glad to see Jim talking because be's 

go1ng to come back and ask you for a promot1on next year

(laughter) ~- and he needed to qet warmed up here, and I like 

that. ' 

I'm glad our good friend, congressman Jefferson came 
all the way from New Orleans to be witb us today •. That was ~ood. 
(Applause.) Hayor MorriS, it's good to see you. ·And I saw Mayor 
Herenton earlier today. And I want to say a special word of 
thanks to my good friend, 'Governor McWherter. I think be's one 
of the finest qovernors 1n the country and a pereonco'Uld never 
ask for a better friend~ And. I thank you. (Applause.) 

We were out in the wind at tbe airport, announcinq
tbe support of several members of Congress for the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. And Congressman Jefferson from New 
orleans, who didn't know GOvernor McWherter very well, looked at 
him and sald, "You were probably abetter governor tban Bill 
Clinton and you're certainly a better wind-braakaT than he was." 
(Lauvhter and applause.) , 

-i 

Let me say, too, that -- you know, this town hall . 
meetinq . was scheduled before I announced that I was coming here·' 
to speak to the annual convention of the Cburchof·God in Christ. 
And Conqresaman Pord1nvited me to come by; I wanted to come. 
The leader of our Office of Drug Policy .nd a .ember of my 
Cabinet, Lee Brown, 18 here, and be'llbe speaking after I leave. 
I'. going to introduce him as I go. Lee was the police chief in 
Atlanta, in Houston, and in New York and really pioneered the 
d.evelopaent of cOllUDunl.ty po11CiJ:lg 1n'our country, and proved that 
1~ you not only had enougA police officers, but if you deployed
the. in the right way, you CO~ld actually prevent crime from 
occurring as well as catch er1a1n.18 more quickly. And in 
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preventinq cl-ime from occurring, you could. build' priaqes in 

neighborhQods and put lives-back together and put communities 

back toqether. 


So I want, to1mplore you not' to tUl"n this into just 
a speech-making event.' This1s a discussion of' crime and~ 
violence ,as a· public health issue, It affects you .and YOtu". 1 i ves 
and the lives of your children~ So ,when I go, you stay. Wlll· 
you do that? I want you to bea part of ,this. This is 
important.' (Applause.) 

I want you to know~hy this is such a .big issue to 
me as an 'American, a husband, a father, as well as as president. 
I got elected President on some very basic commitments. I said 
that I would try to get the economy going again. I said I would 
try to restore the middle class ,and :give bope to the poor by 
rewarding work and supporting families. ,I said that I would 'try 
to brin~ the ,country together again, acrosBthe 11ne of region
and income and race, so that we could work together .to ensure a 
better future for everyone. , 

Now, in the last'10 months, we've worked bard 
largely on the economy, to get the deficit down, to keep
inflation down, to get interest rates 4own. That means ' 
investments up. I don't know, I bet there are a lo~, of people in 
this room even who were able to refinance a bome in the last 
year. 'Millions of Americans have aone that, lowered their, 
monthly payments. And. we now have -- in' .the last .10 lIon1ms' the. 
economy has produced more jobs .1n the private·sectorthan in. the 
previous four;· years ~ .'. ' ' ..'; " , .. 

But we all know thatls not enough; we have to do 
more. I came here to support the ,North Alnerican Free Trade 
Agreement today for ·a simple reason, and that is that our workers 
are becoming more productive and more competitive. Tbey have to, 
to survive in ,the ;.worlcL But productivity means 'that" the same 
person can produce more in tbe same or less time. Right? ,so 1£ 
fewer people are producing more stUff, the only way you can 
create more jobs and b1qher incomes is if you have more customers 
for the.things you~reproduc1ng. . 

So that's very important; this trade agreement's
important to me. B,ut when, you get: through all of that, youbave . 
to comeback to the fact that this country. is going to have a 
very hard time makinq1t unless,we do something about this wave 
of crime and violence'that's tearing the hea~tout of America • 

. And it affects everybody who tbinks'theY're not 
affected by it. It affects you in many ways by forcing you as 
taxpayers to pay a lot mOre money to put people in the 
penitentiary than you otherwise would. You ltnoW 

t 
this,country 

now has a higberpercentaqe of people 'in prison tban any other 
country in the world •. DO you ,know that? That's something welre 
nUJDl::)erone in. ,And we know that in spite of that" a lot of 
people get out 

< 

before they should. 

, It means that you pay more in health care. Why? 
Because this really is a pUblic health problem. I have spent 
years study1nqthe Ameri~an health care system and trying to 
fivure out why. we spend 40 or 50 percent more than anybody else 
on health care and w.e still can't figure out howtog1ve health 
care to everybody. ADd I'll tell you one reason. One reason ,i~, 
that on any,q1venniqht, our emergency rooms are,f~lled with, 
people that,. are cut up and shot, who don't have,any',health" , 
insurance and.t?le,~est ·of us pay' for 'it. ' (Appfause.)f. ' . 

NO\I(,that's not the number one --, we, OUqhtt~'be
concerned about them and, others. I don't mean 'that on a human 
level. But you jUstoead to know that if you say to me four 
years f:rem no~, ~r. ,President, ~hy haven I t you brought our health 
care costs mo'X'~ l..ft line with everybody else's and given'hea.lth 
care to everybod.y -- if yoU want the COS~8 brought into line 

".:<' .. 
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We1ri ,oing to have td ~top ~hQQtinqan~-cu~t1nq ~ach other UD .0 
much. It's a big health care issue.' (Applause!' 

, , 

, You can 't 'blaIne th,e doctors ana you can I t blame the 
hospitals and you canrt blame even -- even thouqh ! qet cross- . 
ways 'with 'them from time to tlme, this is not the insurance 
companies/fault. 'This is society, • When people show Up ,bleeding 
and shot, ,:there, they are., Ri;ht? So this is a huge public
health probl~m. ' 

But more importantly, 1t's aoing something just 
awful ,to our country. The other day I met with my good friend, 
the Mayor'of Baltimore, when I was up at Johns Hopkins Medical 
Center talking to them about our hea,lth care plan. And ,be ,told 
me th~t the niqht",before be bad had to visit a home of an 18­
year-old boy who was fine a young man that went out every
Halloween for,years W:.L1;h real young kidsso'they could go trick.... 
or-treatinq 'safely .1n the neighborhood., And they were walking, 
down the street and crossed the.treet. ,There was a 14-year-old
boy with a gun and a 13-year-old hoy 'without one. And the 14- '" 
year-old handed,the' 13-year.-old the qun and dared him to sh()ot 
across the street at the' 18-year-old.And he did and,he killedh1ll. ,., 

, That'kind'of'stUff 'happens all ,the time. In our 
Nation f 8 CaJj)ital the other day we had -- a man "CllIe along the, 
street and grabbed up a little one-year-old girl, put her in a 
seat beside him and sped off in a car., And 'some people who were 
after him ran after him, started shooting. Tbey shot him dead~ 
The bullet went througb his body and hit the little girl, went 
down through her foot and blew her little bootie off. A ,one'" 
year-old child. ' 

In The Washing-ton post 'in' our Nation's capital tl',e 
,other day there was an article about children so convincecl they
would never grow up that, at the, aos of· 11, they wer,e planninq
their funerals. Little qirl8e.Yinq, well, riow if ,I have a ' 
funeral play these hymns at the. church, and another ooe sayinq t' ',,­

if I have a funeral put me in this dress. ' 

Now, it i 8g01n; to be ,hard forme or any other ' . 
President or any mellllJer of congress ,to orqanize ,this, country w.11:h 
the private sector' to compete and win in the glohal 'economy if we 
have the kind o.f publici pathology we have today, where children 
are shoot1nq children with weapons more advanced than the police
have. ' " 

I come ,from across the r1ver in Arkansas where welre 
about to start .- or maybe they have already started deerseaeon, 
and some~1mes we shut the schools and the facto.ries down at the 
openi.ng of deer seasen because nobody shows up anyway. ,.,' 
(Laughter.) I ,understand all'a})eut,the right to keep and bear, 
arms, and I was in the ,woods when I ~as barely old enough to ' 
walk. But I'm telling-,yeu" no. sane scc1etywould allow teenagers 
to have semi-automat1c weapons 'and go in the, streets and be ' 
better /arlled than the pel'ie'e off1cers • (Applause .)' That IS 
crazy. (Applause.) 

And nobody else does. Onl y, we, do ~ We have,· to. ,ask.
ourselves, what are we gOing to. de about this? How did this 
happen? . And I think, frankly, if we're gOing to find tbe answers 
we r re goinq to have to. all check a lot of our bagqaqe at the ' 
door. (Applause.) We've got to check our part1san political. , 

" baqqag e i we've got to check ,our raCial ident.ities; we· ve qot to ' " 
,check everythinq at the door. We've just ,qot to be honest,' ': 

, Children of God and honest ~erican8, and try to analyze hoW did 
we get in the fix we're 1~ 1n this country and What are we qoinq • 
to do about, it.' " " , 

~ 'And I haVe t.o tell you, :r spen't time r 1 talked t·o a 
lot 0, young peopl~ who were and somewbo are in gangs. ! on~. 
had SQaeone go d~ to ~h~ penitentiary and interview every 
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teenaqerwho was there doing.a life sentence' for murder., +~~Yf!" 
~= long before· I ever thought of running- ,for pl-,esident I wan,"' " 
'South Central' Los Angeles', which later be'came famous when it 
burned down. A couple of years':l:>efore I ever thought .of even ',' 
getting in th1s' race"ji.lstsat '1nchurchbasem~m~s ~nd places,
like ,that and ta.lked ,tc 'people about'whatwas gOl.nq on ',And '" 
nearly as!, ctln determine, what has happeneq. "is acombina tion ,of " 
t~e following:' . " _. 

Number' one, tod many of these' 'k.idsare '<.11"'ow~nq ',up , 
, .without family supports --' w1~hout. the struc.ture a~d value and 
supp0r,t tbeyneed,.· (Applause.) 

N\llD.ber two, too many of those kids,<alSo have' no: '. 
substitute for the family that IS positiv,e.. Tht! 'word "gang" has a 

, bad 'connotation now. The truth is we .~ll want'to' bein'qangs" if 
, a, gang is a group· of people; ·who think like: you dd' -and do like you 

do ~ What "8 the dlfference--' the Baptist.:hureh and the cllurch 

" of God in Christ ;'are,two cl1'fferentqanqswho st~111' .,ant to qet to 


'" " heaven: when they'di-a>R19ht?"(APplause.), I Il,f!an~: re~~ly. You: 

"think about tha~ ~' , (APplause.J', " '. ,'. . ", . " , 


". ~.' , "-', ",' ''';" , 

" Wh'at's 'tile dlfference' in ;theDemocrats and the 
Rep'U.Slicans --' they.;' re 'two different ganqs 'and they~bey the law 

,and they vote' election d.ay, and theY've .90td1fferent ideas about' 
how to solve'problemS,This is 'very important ,to understand. We 
all want to ,be' part of groups • ' And' we getmealjing, out of o:ur 
lives from being ,part 'ofg-roups, ,:. " ..' , 

When' Tennes,see beat Arkansas so bad 'this year 'in 
football, and the Vice Presidentrul:l})ed it in because we beat, 
them last year -:-we were membersQf two'diffa,rent :ganqs. It was 
competition and friendly'andwholesolle, and. good. This is.very
lmport;an'l:' to, underst,and. ' " , ,'. . " " ' 

.", .. 
,"" ",·$01£ you, t.ke the ,family 'supports away fromthese. 

kidS," 'and tbe~. :tn$re is nothing; where they ,Iive:that , puts, them in, 
aqooc:i qang,.th.t' s why they qet in galiqs tliat are"bad.·It' s , 

"very important, to understand that. ' , '. ' 
, " ' '" . . . . . . , ~~ 

, " ' ,Thethird 'thinqtbat has happen~dtha't 1sdifferent 
" ' 

from what happened 30 ,years aqowhen people 'were poor is that you 
not onlyhav'e " Worse 'fam;i.ly,situatioD'and no other ,community 

. supports. 'I mean.,;: 30: years', a90, even when kid.s didn't qrow up, in 
intact fam~11es, inpoorneic;hborhoods,they stil:t livediD places 
where on every'blockth,ere was a'role model., ''1'he,personwho
owned .the drugstore lived in'the ,neighborhood. 'l"he person that, 
owned the grocery,store lived in the neighborhood. The people.' 

" that filled the chUrches on sunday lived in ,the neigbborhoods . 
where they went 'to ,church. . ' ' " ' .' " ­

.' , .' . "', "And,: the 'third thing that's' happened,i,s,weekend. , 
'.' drunks bave' ,l)E.'en' 'sUbstltuted by' pC!)rmanent drug, addicts. ,and drug , 

. ,~alesmen; : Abuse of' alcohol has been replaced by a drug culture 
.that alakes.somepeople moneydestroyinq othEuf people I s lives ~ " 
.(ApPlause,~)·lt's,d1ffeX'ent. AJid,:Ltis not 'sillpleor easy, what 

to' d.o ~out it ~,·Mr. Brown IS: qoing-to. tal~ more,'about that, in a " 
..i~ute. ' '" " . , . 

. , 

. ',The f~urth'th1nq, that haa happened 'is that the 

central. or~anizin,q principle" of any advanced society has been 


; ~vaporated, ~-:. and that is work. Forget about work. in and of" 
l.tself ~- ,to earn money and contribute to the rest of our.wealtb 
-- 1fyou'don ' t h'clve work in ne1qhborhOods and in cOllmun1ti~s (it 
iabard forpeopl'e 'toorgan1ze their. lives.' It is. ba.rd for ' 

, parents to feel self-esteem. 'It is hard for ,them to feel, " " ',' 
confident'· giVing ,their, kids "rules to live ,by ~ " It 1s hard' for, the, 

.... relationShip between the' parent and' the, c:hildto work just riqht., 
,. It is ha.rd for tlie chi.ldto look: out ane. l.aag1.na that:. byworltinQ

,hard thi,n,Qs w1l1:w017k out all tight. " , 
, . , . 

.. , 
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Ana there are" lots of other prol:tlems. all'; I 1m 

· ccnvir.cedthaL those are t~e four biggest: ones -- the bre~~~~w~ 


of· the family, the' breakdown of other' com~!!ttni r,y S).~p~cr\,s ':. 'U:_ 

· rise of. drugs -- it.; S· not. just in terlllsof dr'Jq abuse.! '.but ~n 


terms of' a ,wclY t~ qet 'rich, and the' absence. of worJt. 

, • • .' ' , j, '. ,', ' "", 

And I believe that in order t.o d'eal withthis,' t4e Ire 
g,01n9 tOha,ve all w~rk together in .awhole ~ew.nat;o~al ~ contr~ct. 
But I beli'e.ve this is an eoonomic, :issue,.. I think ...t s a publlC 

· health issue .. I,think it'S a national security issue. And,.' 
besides that,:i: 1 L1. just tired of trying to explain to mysslf when 
'I 'go to bed at night why so many. American :k1ds aren l t goinq ~o 
make it when they ,ouq~t,to. 

, 80 there are things, for. the' federal qovernment. to· 
do, the president and the congress . .'Thereare th1nqs'for the 
states to do', thinqs:tor 'the local' folkstc? do .. There are thinqs 
the private sector has to do. .And.'th~re are certainly things for' 

.... the churches' to e.o.' But I want ,to sublDitto ,you that there, are· 
, things tbat every American citizen' II go1ngto ,have to do. '. 

, This family breakdown problem'has. developed oV,er 30 .. 
years~ It didn't just happen overnight .. The community erosion . 

. developed over a long period of time. . We. cannot rebuild all .. '. . 

. these 1nst1tutions overnight, but we can start saving, .these kids', 
,in the words of 'a'good friend of mine, the sue way we lqst them 
-one at,a t1iae, which means that there's something for all of us 
to do here. There is sOluathing for all of us' to .QO'. And we' need 
both love and disc1pline. We ',need both investment in these kids 
and our future and we need rules by which people live. We need 
both. ,It· s not an e1tberlor thi~q. " . 

That's why I say that I think if' we really work at 
it, w~ can get beyond the Republican, Democrat; who'sa liberal, 
who t sa' conservative; who' s black, H1span:Lc or white., This is a 
huge human problem for ADleriea. , (Applause.) ,And we have to face,
it. (Applause.J··' ' . . . ." '. 

I believe that mydauc;rhter's future is limited every 
tue another child gets shot in any comlllun1.ty'in.th1s country.
That's' what! believe. , (Applause.) Every.:tilDe a kid in Hemph1s

' is deprived of a future, I think it limits all the rest of us •. 
That's what I believe. If we b~11evethat, ~th~nk'we ean qet
there. And let me' just suggest where I think·we have to start 
nat10nally. 

''l'hefirst thing",. have to d~ is,to try to make 
people aore sacure. Until people are phYSically secure, it is 
difficult to qet them to change and to do other things. We have 
a crime bill now movingthrouqh the Congress, which'would,amonq,
other thinqs', put another 100,000 police .officers on the ·street.. ' 
,It's important not only to put them on the street but to have 
them trained an4,to have them properly deployed. AS Lee Brown 

.will tell you, ,if you do 1t riqh'tl' you can reduce- the crime rate 
and you can prevent crime and repair lives even as you are' 
catching criminals more qUickly., We should start there', ' .. 

. ','" I' think we ouqht,to pass thecr1me bill because it' 
offers.boot cam;ps instead of penitentia.ries for first-time, 
offenders .. I thil\k we need to do' something'to increase the 
safety of our.schools ..~ (applause, -- 160,000 ehildren stay heme 
every day because theY're a.fraid of. school. .(Applause.)' One1n 
five Children goes to school everyday armed with a knife, a gun,' 

·or a club-- everyday. We've got to chanqethet. ' 

. . I think we have to provide as mudh as we' can an 
enVl.rOlUDent. 1n·wh1ch the police have a chancet: do their job' 
and in which kids are not encouraged to kill each other" '!'here 
81:e three bills now being conaid.el"ad in the congress as .a part of 
"::"!:ia crime bill·tt.at 'z favor. On. says't~,at i: 7ou·:::e.not old 
a:ough.to go to war or vote, you ought not to be ~ld e~ouqh't~.·
hc:ve a haD4.qun- lec;al.ly -- \ applause) ; "nc. prote<:i:S;;:, "..he ri.?ht tc ' 

MOR.E 
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hunt and practice: by saying that youn9 people. undEi!r ,th~ 
superv~slo'n, ,of ~helr" parents, or other ' appropl~late adults 6.n ~o.' 
that> ".: '., . :' "" ,. ',"". . 	 ' . 

. , , Th~ othe'r.bill is 'the .BradY' :b11i ',wh1ch'says ' that we 
'ought to have a waltinQ pe'r1oci and check .,Ou't· people I'S c,timlnal 
history and' mental health history before we just sell them a qtm. 
(Applause.,) . And 'ath'±rd 'b111' basically says that people oug!::lt ; 

. not to buy lnordlnary' cOmmerce autOmatic andsemlautom,atlc. <,..' 

weapons, .'the only pu?;:pose. ·gf which' ,f~ to kl.1~ other: people ., . 
(APPlause;, . Now,.: no other country '.folt,lel permit that to happen.,· 
(APPlause. ) , I think. 'those' things" shol:.tld pass. '. ' .'. 

. 	 . '4.1 • f .. , ' 

,Tb1s'crime .b111 iswo;r:k1l'1g its way', through the' 
Senate; ha~ pas~ed. the 'House, coul¢!. beqiven to the. American 
people for' Chr,lstsnas, and' I ·thinkweouqht to do it~, That t s 
where weneeCito' start. " .. ( Applause: t,-Then we: nC$ed to recoq:tl,1ze" 
as we did in our'lle~lth'c~re .' b1l(l: j;,tbat you, have 9'~t to have not, 
only drug education 'and drug' ··treatment on demand Without, delay; 
and we ougb't 'not be p.utt1nq people out of the' penite.ilt~ary .unless 
,they get drug treatment":when:they ne~d.' And we' ougnt 't.o let' this 
country go: forward. '.' . 	 "'.

~.'" • j , '. '. !,', ' '.. " ~" 
, ' 

., There' are' manY:Amer:Lcan' fami11es that.' are not,poor /,: 
that are not 1n :the inner' cities' tliat have been ':touched by the , ' 

',problems of druq. &buse ... But."'I can tell, you I and. ~here '1s .' no " 
.	simple:, easy an'awer 'to ',~h1., :and nothinq works,foreveryb'ody I but 
9'ood druqtreatiaent does work more' .than half the · time .' And we " 
don ',:tprov1de.·: And we're all paYiDq;fo~1t .' So ~.,riee4 to work 
OD tJlat~, !(A:pplause.) " ' 

" " .: 

And we'hav~anobliga~10n there'at th~'nat1o';al 
level. We ,also have got to find a way to work with the,private 
sector,' even 'thoughwe.are in. serious trouble in terms of haYi~q 
enouqhmoney to do anythinq, in this country,. we ·bave qot to', find 
useful work 'for people who live in dangerous, distressed, ., 
dl"sfuDct1onal are'as.· w.ehave qot to give' structure, ,order and" 
discipline to lives again through work. (Applause. )We bavegot'
to do it. (Applause."). " ' 	 " 

. ."., :"he 'last,':thi~q"I' ~OU~d:"Say to' you' ,is" ~batwe can.. do 

these· things at: the ,national 'level. But .we have to '9'1V8, .these . 


. ,kidshope'.·aga1n.we have to give tbeir 'fam11ieshope again. ·We 

have to· give their: p.rents who ,are' trying .bope aqa111. ',' 

, 	 •••• p 

" . " . . Keep1nm1nd;"''';' I went --I stoppec1"in:thatbousing 
project,' like. Harold said~ It maybe one of the .po()rest 'places . 

. in thistOWD,' but I know..'that most' people who live iii that.' . 
bousingproject, :dQ 'not break 'the law I,. do not ·abuSE!. cirugs I and are 
doing the best they c~n. ' And 'a 'lot ·'ofpeop.le· forget that .. ' 
(Applause.) A lot ofpeople;forqet that';' ·.,(Applause.) . So:thatts 
something you ire gOing to have, to do ". That t S your job. ." 

. ': ",.' " • -~.' I '.'J '. _ •' '.... •. 

t ,


, + 'm going' ._- I ' 1'1ve in < washin'gtor£i y.ou·, live, in . 
. HemfJhis., You've. got ,to do that here. 1'0\\ • vegot to do ,that. . 

" 'YQU 1 ve qot .to· Cio ~t:. ;through the 'churches~·. through tl::1e bqs.1neases, 
.. ,througl) the co_unity groups~. You Ive .got to help slowly, but. : 

, ; surely qet this soc1ety back toa ,point where f.amil.ies can be . 
reconst1.tuteo; wbere, there can be'supports for kids that donrt ;' 

.. have families so theY're:fna 9000 9'an9' , not abad.ganq. "We can 
."do this, folks ~ , ',',' '.: .' . " ' " ' .: ' " 

," ,,>,' 

.' , ' '. ADd p,e()ple ,have been talk1ngabou~ this. for years,
but this ,is thefirst't1me in my memory 'that I think the 'American 
people, are about ;eCi up to the1rears .in it" scared to death, 

'. 'about what t s \haptjen:i.!uj 'to our children and, their, future, and 
, understand tha.t' it affects. all the 'rest of' us. (APplause:) We 

can do th1~., w~ c,an do thlS. (Applause. ) 

1. . :' li,~a:kethi:S' pledqe to. you:, If \,ou ':11 ,wO,~k on i't.' 
hC::": I I ~·ll 

:,' 

wo~k on it' .t:he.re: ,', {Applause.) ··~'..can.no longer.. .' 
ju_ ..1fY·,.kno,,*,1.n.g· t'b.a.t tb:fu:e'a;: aoawth'l.n-g :1:,. CIln .do ~o ._,k"'" 'PAClPl.e 

" 	 '.,' ,: , . 
. . '.. 

MOD". 
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safer on the streets and our not doing it. I can no 10A9tf 
justify knowing there are things we can do that work to reduce 
the drug problem and not doing it. I can no'longer justify gOing 
to bed at night thinking about these childrenkil11ng other 
children, thinking about these l1ttle kids plann1ng their 
funerals and not doing something abou~ 1t. ,We can do, this. l.nd 
keep in mind, you're working with the same material that's inside 
you. These, a.re people we're talking about. We can turn this , 
country around .ifwetll check our divisions at the door, rely on 
what unites us, and go to work.', 

Thank you very mUCh, and God bless you. (Applause.) 

Now, before I qo, I want to introduce the man who is 
affectionately called the Drug Czar. It makes him sound like he 
sells drugs instead of stops them, doesnlt it? (LaUGhter.) Dr. 
Lee Brown grew up in California. AS I said, he was the police
chief in Atlanta, Houston, and New York. He instituted. a program
of commun1ty policing in New York C1ty, where.the police went 
back on the beat,. starting walking in the neighborhoods. And 
despite all the preconceptions; according the FBI statistics in' 
the last two years, the crime rate 1n New york City went down in 
all seven major FBI categories because they started 9'1vin; the 
police force back to the neighborhoods and ~he people ana working
with friends and neighborhoods to try to stcp.bad things from 
happening and catch people who do them when they do. That is a 
remarkable thing. , ' ' 

I asked him to come on to my administration, and I 
pledged to him that I would make the Drug policy Director a 
member of the.President's Cabinet, and that we would get every
last department of the federal Government working on the drug
problem because I thought he had a comprehensive view. I thought
he understood how you can't just divide drugs from all these 
other issues; that we had to deal with all this together; ,we had· 
to star.t at the grassroots level; and that we could really qet
somet.hing done if we had c:reat1ve t good people working' hard; 

. . ' He' sa remarkable 'man. I am, deeply honored. that 
he's in our Cabinet. I hope you w1l1 welcome him here today.
And stay here and participate. Remember, 1-"OU' ,ve got to do your 
part, too. He's here to help you. 

Thank you very much. 

OX'. Lee Bro.wn. (Applau.e.) 

END' 1:41 P .. M. CST 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you so much. If you've been 
listening ,to the news the iast few days, you know that the President 
has had his annual loss of voice. (Laughter.) But when I heard the 
choir today I kind of got my voice back. (Laughter.) 

First, Pastor and Mrs. Cherry, on behalf of my wife, my 
daughter and all of our company here, thank you so much for making us 
feel at home today. This was a beautiful, wonderful day for us. 
We've brought some old frIends of ours that welve known for many 
years, and several members of our White House staff. Our good 
friend, Congressman Albe~t Winn joined us -- welre glad to see you. 
Thank you so much, sir. ' 

I came here today of two minds. Usually, on summer 
Sundays like this, Hillary and Chelsea and I go up to Camp David, and 
we go to the beautiful little chapel in the woods there. And instead 
of being in a vast church, we worship at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday morning 
with about 50 people, and about six or seven people singing in the 
choir -- (laughter) -~ including the president, who gets to sight 
read the music whe!. he can talk. (Laughter. ) , 

I wanted to come here today for two reasons. First of 
all, because, as it turned out, I needed to hear the sermon. 
(Laughter and applause.) Next week, Pastor, Illl try to be a little 
more like Jehoshaphat. (Laughter and applause.L Maybe I won't have 
to ask you face all our enemi~s all at once.' (Laughter.) 

~ 

The second reason I wanted to be here is that this 
church to me symbolizes what American should be "all about right now. 
And i,t also, I believe, came about because of all the things that 
America should not be about right now. I mean, 1et me ask you, how 
is it that a church in 1981 could start'with 24 members, and in 1994 
could have 16,000 members? How could an African ,American church with 
all of the cliches people say' about the: black community in America 
have 16,000 members' and o~.....er 40, percent of them ~e males? 
(Applause.)' , ~ ~ 

God has worked through this Pastor and his wife and his 
family and all of you. But why did you,have to come into being? 
Because of this great hole that's in ou~ country now. Because of the 
breakdown of the families and the'communities, and the loss of the 
things whic~ hold people together insid~ and out -- not just the 
spiritual problems, but the jobs, too, ~nd the opportunities and the 
things ~;hich make people believe in the future en this Earth. 

And in that great vacuum, look what has usually" 
happened. When people lose hope and lose their families and lose 
their communities and lose their sense of right and'wrong, what has 
so often happened? Seventy percent increase in America in 10 years 
in the number of qhildren being born out of wedlock. And 'let's get, 
the whole record on -- today the fastest growth is among young, white 
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women giving birth out of wedlock. 'Soon, if we don't do something 
about it, we 'Ii ., all be equal-- too high.' 

Iti 10 years} a doubling of the rate of murd~r among 
teenage young people. Sixty-five people in America'get killed every 
'day. While we've been in church, another teenager has been, murdered. 
Every two hours a teenager gets murdered in America. And in this 
great vacuum, you have teen pregnancy and drugs and crime and, worst 
of all, violence. ' ' 

I I wanted, to come here because you are filling that void 
from the ground up and from the inside 'out. And I believe that this 
church could never have come into existence and exploded the way it 
has if everybody had be~n in a,church,in a.family, in a cotpmunity, 
in a job,and had hope and'direction inside and ,outside, and 
structure. ' " 

You've ,fill~dd a' vacuum wit'h 'something good and pure and 
wonderful. And I thank you fot it. It's beyond the reach of any: 
president to do. It is God's work through ,a religious ministry. But 
the Bible says that the rest of us has ~inist~ies, too~ , 

Do you remember when Martin Luther King said if you're 
just a street sweeper, just sweep the streets as if you were. 
Michelangelo, painting the Sistine Chapel. (Applause.) Eve,rybody 
has a job to do,. And . toC:1.ay, , I don't think we have a bigger:'j ob in 
trying to keep our children alive and r~build our families 1, 'and 
rebuild our communities;and,to try to communicate some sense of 
right ,and wrong; and to give our kids something to say yes to, as 

'well as something to say no to.' It's two sides of the same coin. 
, ­

And I'll tell you, before I got here, I've b,een pretty 
down the last two or three days because the Congress voted that cr1me 
bill down. Not, because It's the answer to all life's problems; here' 

'is the answer to all life's problems. (Applause.) But because this 
country is literally ,coming apart at the seams for millions of our 
young people. And because there are too' many str6ats where old folks 
are afraid to ~it and ,talk, and children are afraid to play. ' Because 
we're not really free anymore and people aren't fr~eto pursue the 
American Dream anymore as,· long as we feel like we can just t'ear each 
other apart. Because our police officers go out on, the streets where 
the gangs are supposed td -- ar,ebetter' armedt:Q,an they are., And 
things'are all mixed up,now in'our country. 'And so often it, seems 

, .that petty political things, or superficial divisions ke'ep us from 
doing what in our heart we know is right. i ' 

And I have' been 'so trouhledat the thought that at. ,least 
those of us who have been give'n this, authority :by you -- the , 
President, the Congress ,--,the least we can do is to, help you to save 

,the lives ,of your children. There are children ,in this church who 
have been gunned down; I know it. The ~ least we 'can do is to: help you 
to be protected., The lea~t.we can do is to' put ~eople on the streets 
who can not onlr catch cr1m1nals, but ~reve~t cr1me as good law 
enforcement off1cers. ,The least we can do 1f people are tot~lly , 
hopeless, is to get them out' o,f your hair so they won't be bothering 
you. And the least we can do is to, YEf's, give your, children more ' 
things they can say yes to, not just tl;Jings they can say no -Co. 

That,i s what all that deba11e, was about in .the crime bill. 
It really wasn I t about whether ,if you tiad written the crime bill or I 

1had or anybody else i t ~'lOuld have been j list the ~:lay it turned out to 
be. What is a democracy, after ,all, but people getting together and 
putting their'different ideas and then arguing it out and having a 
bunch of votes and ·a majority rules? " 

Alexis de To~ueville said many years ago, this was a 
good country, ,and as l6ngas it was a good country it could be a 
great country. We're around after 218 years because more than half 
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the time more than half the people have been right, and God has 
permitted us to stay and go and flourish. I believe that. Do you? 

AUDIENCE: .. Yesss. 

THE PRESID~NT: Well, that's what this is all about. We 
don't have a bigger pro~lem than the violence which is eating the 
heart out of this country, and the breakdown of the basic fabric of 
values that says it is wrong to hurt other people; it is wrong to act 
in an instant for some momentary advantage in ways that will 
devastate other peopleis lives: it is wrong to take this kind of 
advantage. And we have, to find away out of this that punishes 
wrongdoers, yes, but that also offers the hand of hope, that rebuilds 
our people from the grass roots up. 

And in a political moment, the congress' walked away from 
that last week. There are people in my part of the country, good 
people -- they are in their churches today just like we're here -­
who say, we don't break the law, and we go hunting every time they 
open the season, 'and we don't want any weapons being banned. These 
19 assault weapons, foiks -- I had a .22 wheri I was 12; you 'don't 
need an assault weapon to shoot a deer or to kill quail. (Laughter.) 
If you're that bad a shot, you ought to be doing something else. 
(Laughter.) You shouldn't be hunting. But their fears are all 
welled up in them and they scare some of their members of Congress. 

Then there are people who represent places where all the 
children. can go to the ballpark, where they've got a place to go 
swimming in the summertime, where. they're in church two or three 
times a week, and they l~:terally cannot imagine what it is like for 
some of our children. Arid so they say, oh, these programs to let 
these kids play basketball at midnight instead of walk the streets 
are pork. 

I tell you, folks, I will have to, like all the rest of 
you, answer to God for everything I have done, right or wrong. We 
all will. I have reen a governor. I have presideu over the 
execution.of criminals. I have built prison cells. I believe in 
punishing wrongdoing. I ·think when people go out and deliberately 
hurt each other, somebody ought to do something to them and stop it. 
I believe that. And that's what this bill does. 

But I also know that there are countless little children· 
out there, and they could go one way or the other. You know what the 
best thing about this day to me was? When everypody was asked to 
come up here, there were all those beautiful young people standing 
here. They've got a chance now. And we have to give more of them a 
chance now. ' 

I came here because I needed to hear the sermon. I came 
here because your church stands for what our country ought to be and 
where it ought to go. I came here because the Biple says that good 
Christians are also supposed to be good~citizens.~ And I ask you this 
whole week to pray for me. :flnd pray for the members of Congress: ask 
us. not to turn away from cur ministry. 

•Our ministry is to do the work of God here on Earth. 
And that starts with giving our childre~and our families a place in 
which at least they can be safe and secqre. It starts with standing 
up against this mindless violence which .has torn the hearts out of 
people who are this church and nearly every church~in the United 
states. It starts with trying to put families back together. And it 
is not the province of anyone race. It is increasingly not the 
province of any region or any economic group .. But it savages· the 
poor the worst, because that is where the families are most broken. 

And I ask you to pray, and to speak to your friends and 
neighbors and to hope somehow we will all find the wisdom and the 
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judgment to come back and do the will of God in our ministries, which 
is to make you as safe as we possibly can. 

you. 
Thank you so 

God bless you all. 
much for giving us 
(Applause.) 

this wonderful day with 

END 1:40 P.M. EDT 
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'.OFFICE OF PRESS SECRETARY 

'For I~mediat~ Release . June 14, 1994 

PRESIDENT CLINTON NAMES GILBERT F. CASELLAS 
-TO CHAIR EEOC ' 

, President Clinton today announced his intent to 'nominate Gilbert F. ' 

Casellas' as Chairman ,of the Equ31 Employment OpportunitY Comnii~iqn (EEOC). 


"Gilbert Casellas' dedication ,and commitment to providing equal ' 
opportunities to all Americans and his skilled ability to build consensuS· aro1.p1d "" 
even the most complex issues make me proud to nominate him to Chair this 
essential commission," the President said. 

. i . Mr. Casellascurrently serves as the General Counsel to the United States 
Air Force. The ,former chair ofthe National, Hispanic Bar Association. he has 

,worked to. increase opportunities for women and minorities in the legal profession. 

'and his commitment to incr~ased employment opportunities extends beyond his 

profession through his community involvement. ' 

. He was Special CounSel on the Philadelphia Com~ission on, Human 

Relations and served on the Mayor's Commission on Puerto Rican and Latino 

Affairs. In addition he was appointed Receiver in enforcing judgements for' 

plaintiffs in Title vn cases. ' ' 


, Prior to'joining the Air Force. he was a Partner in Montgomery, , 
:'McCracken,. Walker and Roads in Philadelphia handling federal. state, trial and, 

appellate· litigation. He was also the Personnel Partner and a member of the' , 

Management Committee.' '. ' .. , " 


Mr~ CasellaS is a member 'of the Pennsylvania State ~ar and is admitted 

to practice before the,U.S. Supreme Court, the.U.S. Court of Appeals for.the Third, 

Circuit, the U.S. Pistrict Court ,for the Eastern and Middle District of Pennsylvania. 

and the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.' .' . 


An alumnus of YaleUni"vetsity (1974) and the University of ' 

Pennsylvania Law School (1977), he clerked for Judge Leon Higginbotham, on the 

U.S.' Court of Appeals for. the Third Circuit.' ", . 


. ' 'The EEOC has the responsibility to enforce TitleVll ofdie Civil Rights .. 
,Act of 1964, the Ame'ricanswith Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and other federal 
laws that prohibit employment .discrimin8~:'jn.· . 
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, ,The ~r~~id~~t' toCi'ay 'a~arded ,the'presid~ntial'Medal:lof,Fr~~dom ,," 


:,_ 't'o .:-.the 'following individuals., Th,e text, of 'the accompany~ng,'\ ' 

: ' "c1tat:lOns reads· as, follows: .. '. " . " '.:' .' 


., '" " , (.', ". ' .. ' . 


, " . . .: -'" ' • ! " \. -, " ',' . ' 


,L HERBERT, BLOCK~ Combiriin,g,'humor, ',satire., and' an, incisive 'wit, 

. Herbert ,Block\'· better: known' ,by "his pen ~ name' Herblock, ha.s,:~, 
 . ,
'endowed editori'al pages'with his skil,led artistry ,for nfiaariy,. 

, 

" . half a\ century;' His political ca:r:toons continue to enliven the 
" 	 mi~d'sand ,'tweak, the: sensibilities' ofmilli6nsof.;Anuari9ans. : .',":' ' ; 

U$ually ;selectirig' hi,s targets ',from ,among·: t;.he powerful, ,pf ' 
Washington, ever'y' Presiden't/since Herbert Hoover has known the' :' /' , ", 
s:ting: pf: H~rblock' s. pen.. ".Heinstills' ino~r Nation's, le,ade:r;sa . 
do'se' of'huI9i1ity, re~inding all {of, us .thatpublic 'service is:a : ~, 

I 

privi,leg,e,., ': " '. " .. ' " -:'" / 

,'CESARE .. CHAVEZ. ,('posthu~~usly) ,wi~hfewmate:rialpo~'sessi6ns," 

,but guided by his ,parents' ',steadyexampie,,'llis ','Catho'lic fai,th" 

tl.ie',lesson~ "of· Qandhi, '.and an unshak~ble belief in justice, ..' '.. 


.• ,rc~sa,r, Chavez ,brought ab()u~.,m'uch-'n~eded chp~ge'iri 9ur' cp'!lntry~' ,", " 

Anagridultural ·worker. himself. sihce' childhood; .,hepossessed·.·a' 


.' deep ,personal, uriderstancl1ng .o'f' the pl;ight of.'migrant .' workers, , ' .. , 

\ ~ ,and 'he ~abc:;r~d<~~l p,is, years',to:,lift ,their::lives. :,"s the"lea~er .;: 

,ofUnited Farm 'workers ,.of ADlerica ,:hefaced formidable ,often 
'violent opposition! 'wfth dignity and nonviolence ~. And, he 'wa.:s ,':,. .\ 
victorious:J Cesar' Chavez . left 'our ~wc)rld' better 'than, he. ,found·.. , 

',it,' ,andqis': 
, 

legacy:', i'nsp,.ires: us still., ". . '. 
",' ",. ."', ; •• ,,' .' " .. • -;'.,," \ ,1"".,' 	 , ", 

· 	 , .. ' , . .,. ' . ' ." .. " . '. . '. :' .' \ ',:. ',' , '.' 

'. - ARTHURFLEMMING.",Tne highest attribu,tes .o'f Government. ser,vice ; .; 

. , .lare .clear~y" eYidertt,in,: thejPrilliant career. of, Arthur Flemming.' 
"Se:r;ving,evez:y Pl7esid!i!nt;, from Franklin ,Roosevelt to Rqnald ' 

". i. Reaqan"he is a, proven resourceiif'cl'stute, j,.ntel'ligence,.rand 
, },,steadfas,t.loyalty. ,'."On the '.first.',:tWC)'Hoover·:commissioris,~~,· . , 

, strove to renew ,and reinvigorate 'established' principles Of', 
I ',governmental 'I power and resp~.msibili,ty. 'Fl::om his :t:0le as ' ',' 

,): 

., , 

· ,secr~taJ;'Y of Health., .Education".' arid ,Welfare,. to .,his landmark 
i' , 

. /'~fforts as, Chairman of' the Commission' on' Civil, Ricjhts', he ' .. 

'consi'sten~'ly ,challEmged ',the ',stat'lls quo~He'ilot only: ~o\1ght,.·', 


'" 'health,.care' reform, but he a+so summoned our Nation to upho,ld 

, :, 'its promise, of' equality ~: ,Arthur, Flemming has selflessly, laDoredi ' 


",f'ordecades to make' Ameri'can Government 'moreeffectlve ·ana', . ',., 

'efficient. , A"gratefui,Nationthariks him. ' '. . 


",;kES' GRANT.' 'ReC6g,~i~i~~'tha~:'~~~ "~hildre~:are o\n~' mos't'. I~' " ' 

, . impor~ant', resource, and imost profound,responsib~lity James ,Grant '., . \' 
. '-ha:s 'devoted'\hfs life,;to ~making,·the w~rlda, better' plac,e for :'" 
/ '. . , .. '." ,\".\ ,. '.'. ~ 

· :1ts, :youth. He ,has,.provento.be"acompass1onate and v:is10narY·' 

'. executive ,director, at :UNICEF, 'teachlng iUS the': disastrous effects, 


,,' . 'of "pc;)'verty> population: growth'" ,arid ';enviionmentat; ~egradation . 

" upon' the. vulnerable'~~nd dispossesse~, children ,'of our world... :. 


,Ullder 11is leadership;, UNICEF ,has' fought, to reduce. diseaSe, .: 

, , '.malnutriti{on~' d~sab~l,ity, 'and illiteracy':on -2{"glqbal 'scal~~ ....:': 


'His: wis~st:ewardship' has 'p6i'ntedthe :waY,toward a ~u:ture'in' " 

.... ', .. , ':which these.2l?-versities:' "may, no . longer ..threa,ten .our ,:chil~ren •." 


" ,James':'Gran't .continues to' c:r;~ate hopeand'~pportunity where' 

, .'". there ,was 'once only despair,' earning :oui'-eternal gratitude


" 	 ,- ... '. >' • " ' ...., ",. '. , . .', ':, I • ,. " . • , t", '.

,'.. - and ,ensur1ng '~"'Dr1ghtertomorrow. for. our wor.ld." 
. . '. 'I.., .c, . " . - " , '.,.----' 
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" I.' ,'. DOROTHY: -IRENE' HEIGHT.", .DQrothy. Height"has spfm~, 'a . lifetime' .' 

,\' ', ­ providing" l~ade~.e;hip in. the' '_stry.ggl~t~ ~ake' .the pr9mi~,e~f
'. 'equality areal~ty for people aro~nd :the,,{orld. • Beg~nnl.ng as,. 'a­

'I ., ~civii :.righ,ts adv~ocat:e. in. the 19:>Os,. she'! sooi? gaJried pl;-omineJ:1ce' 
, " ..-through .her tireless effortstoprornote.in1;:erracl.,:al:;s¢hooling, . ( . 

,to registera,nd educate' voters, ·al)c:l.·to fncre;ase: ~he'yipibility' 
I, and: status' of',women ir~t' our j;ociety.: :. ~he ha~labored to. provide, . 

. ' ~opeforinne~-9i~y: qh~ldrEm_ Cind t,p~irf~mil~e~, 'alld sh.e£a.ri. " .. ' 
, ", t claim resporis~b~l~ty fo+ . many ,of, the,ad~a~ces made by.women- and· (. 

African 'Americans over .-the course',of th~'~ cen,tury~ • ,For : helping 
.our, Nation ·to, more :.accuratelyrefl~ct the'no~leprincipreson,' 

"which it·wa$,.:founded;we honor Dorot,b:Y;Heigh:t~;.:·' . 
, ' ,'" .. • " ....". :' '.. ( . '- :/. ~' ': " .. I ~,."" ~ ,_:''; .' .. r- ' J' '" I ' 

'.) , 

, : ,',: . 'BARBARA· JORDAN .. , 'Te~~h1ng bYdEU:!d,.. as ·wtell ,apby: word,' Barbara" 
.;\ .Jordan) nas drama·tically articulated an enduring' standard. of . , ,'. 

, 
:. mqra,lity in-American' politics ~ :. guided: py an une;hakable· fa:ith '" ". 
./ ihthe Cdnstftut\ion,'''sh~\insiststhat:it' is ,the sa,cred duty'. of" 
, those'who hold' power_to govern ethically" and ,to: pr~se.rv~ 'the :, 

..rule ,of' law., / As' the, first_ African Americari wc;>man 'el~ctedt'o" 
the' Texas ':State' senate,' her:'consp.icuQ-US :'abil-ities"led.her :to" 

':. the: ',United state's"congress/ where Jier .br'illj,.an'~ o;ratory and' . 
. ' ' .l' ,l!leticulous j.ud~erit' earn~ .',our: iasti~g :re.sP~ct .. ': 'She'"continues' I:. 
,""," her- life's work as' teacher, eXplaining and ',analyzing complex" I' ' 

, issues'.of moral, responsibility, in politics :and imbuing .th~ .'r' , , 
' ..... " 

,.', , leaders,' of -:tomorrow with' the' ,ability to follow her' formidable· ' 
-.' ':, ',' .,. " , I "_-,.lead • 

" " 
"'. I,' 1 ~, _ • . ~ '..' \ . ;:, r 

•• ,A • ',:"'.": " I';" " '.' '" .'. " '. ...., .. 
• , : ,,/:, .',', • , Of • :~': " • , " .; .," , "", , ••• ' r ' .. " . 1 ." •• ,' .' '.' . '''. , 1.', ..• 

" ":' .. JOSEPH LANE·.KIRKLAND.· :Lane'iKirkla,nd; isa he:t;"o 'ofthe .·modern :'.' 
'" ;, , " _~ ,~,~'labor 'movemen.t' --: a. mari,:,who has spent, his life forging' . ;~.. " 
, ,solj;darity' among the men 'and wqmen whpse slit.1eat and toil qave'" "....,: •. , . I 

".: 
. I .. • : ','·'!,built oUr worlc1'~ '·~e~.resolute<in,h:ts:.quest'tcf' enhance·' :: .'. 

-. 'I 

J .'>:,opportunitiest:cir.::worki~gp~ople, ·hehai:?,tirfalessly,.w()rked., to" 
'.. i:' . ,','. , ".' strEmgthem:'demqcrilcy, ·~l1d:.!to .. 'further':the., caus~ , of.·. human rights. 

,,"Duringthe<Cold,,:war, .',his ',\11tal ;assistance··td. the Solidarity,. ,. . 
:' - ~,movemerl't .1n"P().1(lnd: sPQrredthe\'forcesof,: freedo~ tow~rd vl'ctory " 

. ;'" '" ',' in:Eas~ern,'Europe/.::jus~:.,ashis',g'uidance' here, at 'home ,helped'· to, . 
.' ,renew'., 81ld .:fortify . the' ·Americian.economy •.".As.', apeopl~~' ;"we ar~" .." .' "" 

.. ".,- ." ,."trideb~~d';to 'Lane:·.. Kirklimd\for: ,his;talentedleader,sh~pf!fforts, :' / " . 
. a~; an·advocate."fcr'ic Uni1::Y' ·Clnd. 'social ,justice • . . ", '." 

",. , ~..'. ";:>i,," ,;.>:', ·.·.:·.:~,:},'i.. (.~:':':;<'\:"'.J ".-,'." ."'.,'."" ,'( ." " '.' ,,' 
.' .:ROBERT H;.MICHEL~.'·;. 'Demonstrating,loyal devp~~<?l1tO. 'our country,': ­

l . '''BobMichel has: worked'ceaselesslY'"to 'move' our: Nationfo'rward.' .1. 

,,' ·~.After<v:aliant.AJ:my.service-d:uringw6rld'.war"II·,\ he.: blloseto', .' ,.. ': " 


'. ..,serve tiis cOIlPllunity ,'and; countl:'y 'in t.he congress',earning'the ... '\, " .. 

, ,.?: ·:t'r~st.?f:his ~constitUEmt~·, "elect.~.on after'election for' nearIy ".', .' . ' 


- ", "p, "';..~ f'ou~ :decl\de.s. 'Rais'ing his' voiceisomett.mes ,in song', but always', .. 

" ".. " ::': 'kef 'in<~h~ ;:,:spirit ',of ."creatiye' .compromise,andco,operation~, 'heha~ :";. .\ 


..~:: ~}:i·'-:.'.):~·:"':w6J;f"-the,'endurin,g· r,espect6f'~is {:colleagu~s'on ':Capi1:0,1:'~Hl11' ,and; 

.'.. ,.' .:'.of''.'the,nine "Presidents ".with . whom' he 'has' served.', He: retires ... ,


• • :.' <, " .,' .' • :.:' r ," .: ,'-,' '.. ~.~. I. ,'.' '".. '. . ' .,. ., • • "\.' I~.' '. , I 

" :., ;.....:at:>:.aouseM~nor~ty·Leader ;,leavl.ilg· a h~story' of'leg~slat~'ve·· '. " ., 
" "·>'}~; ..:;:<:~Victories.·.that; 'often .brok~'gt.idl6cJt· In·· tImes'. of 'ctisj,s.,:· Am,erica '" .... '. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C.' - President C~intontoday announced his 

appointment of Mary Frances Berry to be Chair. of the U.S. 

Commission on Civil Riqhts. Berry is the first~woman to be 

appointed to the chair since its inception., ­

Berry, the senior member of the Commission, havinq served-as 
Vice-Chair under President Carter, is currently the Geraldine R. 
Seqal Professor of American Social Thouqht and Professor of 
History at the University of Pennsylvania. 

"Mary Frances Berry is a -civil rights scholar as well as an 
advocate," said the President. "lam proud to make this historic 
nomination and I have every confidence in the commitment and 

.. abilities of Ms. Berry. Her distinguished life and career 
uniquely qualify her for this new leadership role.• " 

Before joining the University of Pennsylvania, Berry was a 
professor of History and Law and Senior Fellow at the Institute 
for the Study of Educational Policy at Howard University. She 
served as the Assistant Secretary for Education at the U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare from 1977 - 1980 •. 
She has also taught at the University of Colorado, Boulder where 
she was Chancellor from 1976-1977, the University of Maryland,
Eastern Michiqan University and Central Michiqan University. 

Berry is a member of the Executive Board of the Organization
of American Historians. She has received numerous national 
awards and honorary deqrees, including the Hubert H. Humphrey
civil Riqhts Award from the Leadership Conference .on Civil Riqhts
in 1986 and the Rosa Parks Award from the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference in 1985. She has authored numerous books 
and articles and holds both a B.A. and Masters from Howard 
University, as well as a Ph.D and a J.D. from the University of 
Michigan. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


Office of the Press Secretary 


For Immediate Release september 13, 1993 

MINORITY ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT WEEK, 1993 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

The national observance of Minority Enterprise Development 
Week is"a decade-old tradition in which Americans of all 
races and ethnic groups convene to recognize arid promote the 
achievements of more than one million minority business owners 
and entrepreneurs who support this Nation's continued economic 
growth. During Minority Enterprise Development Week, Americans 
also honor the many diligent minority business advocates in 
government and the corporate sector whose constant pursuit of 
excellence keeps our economy strong. 

Minority-owned businesses are valuable assets for America. 
Each year, minority business enterprises return valuable . 
resources to their communities in the form of taxes and provide 
wages" and employment for thousands -- particularly for minority
workers. Each day, successful minority entrepreneurs fulfill 
an even more vital function by serving as teachers, mentors, 
and models for young Americans who are our business and civic 
leaders of tomorrow. 

There is room in the free enterprise system for anyone who 
has the skill and the determination to compete. Therefore, it 
is fitting that we encourage all Americans to participate in 
business enterprise, create their own wealth, and promote the 
general welfare. Minority business women and men have proven 
time and again that they possess the talent and dedication 
required for success. By improving the availability of capital 
sources for business starts and expansions in the minority . 
community, by increasing access to state-of-the-art information 
resources for minority business owners, by promoting the· 
minority entrepreneur's entrance into new domestic and 
international markets, and by opening all doors to economic 
progress for minority citizens, all of American society will 
benefit. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the 
united States of America, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week of October 3 through 9, 1993, as 
Minority Enterprise Development Week. I heartily encourage the 
people of the United States to commemorate this important event 
with appropriate ceremonies and celebrations. 

I" WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
thirteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and ninety-three, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

# # # 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release February 1, 1994 

REMARKS BY'THE PRESIDENT 

IN ANNOUNCEMENT OF NOMINEE FOR 


ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 


The Oval Office 


3:38 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. For tens ofmfllions of 
Americans the civil rights division of the Department of Justice has 
historically embodied what is best about our country. It's helped us 
to. keep the promise. of our Constitution, to provide to every American 
equal opportunity and equal protection under the law, regardless of 
race or gender or disability. . ' 

Because of our pursuit of equal' treatment under the ,law, 
we've made a lot of pl'ogress in this country -"'!' in the workplace, in 
the schools, in the voting booths and in the courts. But .there is 
still much ,more to be done. We need a strong and aggressive civil 
rights division and a strong and compassionate advocate for freedom 
and fairness at the helm of that division. 

Today I am proud to nominate Deval Patrick to be 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights. I believe he is 
uniquely qualified to lead' this division in this decade. He's been 
chosen because he has distinguished himself as a lawyer whose wise 
counsel, keen negotiating skills and mastery at litigation are'held 
in the highest esteem. 

He's fought successfully against discrimination and for 
civil rights for his entire life, both professionally and personally_
He understands that, the law isa tool to help real people with real 
problems. He's here with his family today, having come a long way
from his childhood em the south side of Chicago through a 
distinguished academic and professional career of which any American 
could be,proud. 

The quest for civii rights gives life to our highest 
ideals and our deepest hopes. For his entire career Deval Patrick 
has played a role in that struggle and he has made a real difference. 
Therefore, I know he will perform in a very outstanding manner in his 
new role as Assistant Attorney General for civil Rights. ' 

Mr. Patrick. (Applause.) 

Attorney General? (Laughter.) I don't know what order 
he's in ..:.- (laughter.) 

.MR. PATRICK: stick with me. (Laughter. ) 

THE PRESIDENT: That's the idea. (Laughter.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO:, You have just seen an example of 
how Mr. Patrick impressed me in the meetings that I have had with 
him. He has impressed me as' person who cares deeply about others, 
who cares deeply ,about the law as an instrument to ensure. 'equal
justice for all. 

MORE 
.' ,, ' , , ~ 
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He grew up, as the President said, on chicago's south 
side. His grade school was next door to the Robert Taylor Homes, one 

. of the poorest public housing projects in the country. When he was 
in the' eighth grade, he learned about a program called, A Better 
Chance, which provided scholarships for youngsters who might 
otherwise be forgotten. Deval Patrick grabbed his chance. 

He was accepted by the program and attended Milton 
Academy outside of Boston. He then won a scholarship to Harvard 
University. Then he won a Rockefeller Fellowship for United Nations 
work with poor children in the Sudan. He returned to Harvard Law 
School where he was President of the Legal Aid Bureau, which provided
free legal services to the community's neediest residents. After 
graduating from Harvard, he could have had probably any job he wanted, 
with just about any law firm in America. But instead, he chose to 
practice civil rights law with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. And he 
developed expertise and experience as a litigator, particularly in 
the voting rights area. . 

At the Legal Defense Fund, he distinguished himself as a 
person. People who worked with him during that time talk about both' 
his ability as a lawyer and his ability to relate to people and to 
motivate people to do their very best. His commitment to public
service and civil rights has continued. During the last eight years 
of his private practice, he has devoted 30 percent of his time pro 
bono to community PL.'oj ects. 

. This is a caring, dedicated individual who will ensure 
the vigorous, fair, comprehensive enforcement of our civil rights 

nomination represents. But more than that, I humbled. I 

laws. And I'm going to be proud to be working with him. 

Mr. Patrick. (Applause.) 

Reno. I am 
. MR. PATRICK: Mr. president, Mr. Vice, President, General 
deeply honored by the expression of confidence which this 

am am 
humbled because I know that I am standing here on the shou~ders of so 
many women and men who have reached out to me in so many different 
ways over the years; and ~ore than that, on the shoulders of those 
c~urageous, advocates of every type·and kind·who have had the guts to 
stand up in some court somewhere and give the 'Constitution life. 

. I pledge 'to be true to that legacy and also'to the 
. legacy of the American people in the expression of their highest and 
.most gene~ous sense of justice. And I thank you all very much. 
Thank you. (Applause.) 

Q Mr. President, conservative gr~ups are already 
attacking Mr. Patrick, the same groups that attacked Lani Guinier, 
saying that he is the "Stealth Guinier." How are you going to sell 
this nomination and make sure that your view of his record gets out 
accurately? ' 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think that this nomination may 
be about those groups and whether they're, proceeding in good faith. 
That is, you know, before those groups said, well, we don't object to 
Lani Guinier's career as a lawyer, we just don't agree with her 
writings about future remedies. So now when' they say "Stealth 
Guinier," what they mean is that both these people have distinguished
legal careers in trying,to enforce the civil rights laws of the 
country. I hope that Mr. Patrick would plead guilty to that. 

, And the truth is a lot of those people are going to be 
exposed because they never believed in the civil rights 'laws, they 
never believed in equal opportunity, they never lifted a finger to 
give anybody of a minority race a chance in this country. And this 
time, if they try that, it's going to be about them, because they 
won't be able to say it's about somebody's writings, abo':!t future 

MORE 
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remedies. If they attack his record it means just exactly what we've 
all suspected all along, they don't give a ·riff about civil rights. 

Well, those of us who care about civil rights were 
elected by the American people to.take care of them.' That's what we 
intended to do. 

,0 Mr. President, do you agree with his argument that 
the death penalty is racially discriminatory against blacks? 

THE PRESIDENT: Do I agree? He" s made that argument' in 
court. .Idon't agree with that, no. 

o A 1987 Supreme Court case. 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

o ' Have you talked with him about -­

THE PRESIDENT: But I think the most compelling evidence 
that was introduced to support it, as I've said many times as a 
supporter of capital punishment, is· that the race of the victim seems 
to determine the outcome of the. verdict. There's a lot of evidence 
-- the Supreme Court actually did not reject that evidence. They
just said that that was not sufficient to outlaw the penalty as a 
constitutional matter. And I have repe~tedly, said I think that we -­
eyery state prosecutor ought to examine that~ If there is evidence 
'-- every state ought to look and see, 'is there evidence that there's 
a disparity in the application of this penalty based on the race of 
the victim. If there is, states ought to take steps to try to do . 
something about it. 

o Mr. President,' Senator Dole' says ,that your staff 
shouldn't go around calling people liars just because they dis.agree 
with them on health care. Is this exchange beginning to escalate out 
of hand? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I don't know what he's talking

about. I'm sorry, I can't -- I don't -­

o Well, he's talking about the· reply that your. office 
put out to an article about the Clinton health plan in the New 
Republic last week, which goes in several places to say that they are 
blatant lies. He addressing it specifically to Mr. 

I 
was 

, 
Magaziner. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I hate to use that word, but the 
New Republic.article was way off base. And the New Republic didn't 
make total disclosure about the source of ;the article. 

But I think Senator Dole was quite conciliatory at the 
Governors Association today, and I have certainly tried to be 
constructive. And I know it may make better news for you all to 
drive a wedge between us, but it's better for the American people if 
we work together and tone our rhetoric down. 

o On a foreign policy matter,' sir, ,Gerry Adams says 

the time has come for the United States to weigh in on the Ireland 

question. You had spoken in the campaign of becoming more involved 

or having the united states more involved in trying to find a 

peaceful solution there. will you take a more aggressive stance 

toward trying to promote a peace settlement in Northern Ireland? 


THE PRESIDENT: Well; when I spoke about'that in the 
campaign, we didn't have the evidence that we now have that the, 
British and the Irish government would take the steps that they have 
taken. Let's be fair. The people that have to resolve this are the 
Irish and the British,'and since that campaign, I think it's 

MORE 
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astonishing what's' been done. The joint declara,tion is, something the 
united states very much supports. 

I did believe thatby'giving Mr. Adams this visa, this 

limited visa to come here, that we might have a constructive role in 

pushing the peace process, which is why I did it. And I ,think that 

was an appropriate thing to do. But I think we should also support 

the work being done by the Prime Ministers of both Ireland and 

Britain in pursuing the peace. 


I don't mean ,that the press misreportedit -- I mean the 
press reported it accurately. But that's what they do --when you
have private conversations with people, they often characterize it in 
the light most favorable to their position. I think that's what 
happened. 

I didn't say anything differently in that meeting than I 
have said repeatedly, which is that we are and we should be flexible 
on the size of the alliances -- that's already been said by secretary 
Bentsen-- and that in order to have a health care plan which passes 
muster in the Co~gress, we have to have some way of showing how much 
taxpayer money is at risk over a five-year period. That's required
of every bill passed by Congress. 

That's alII said, and I think the interpretation of it 
-- while.I don't dispute whatever they said, I think that the folks 
who communicated that to the press were doing it in the light most 
favoraQle to their own position. I understand that, it's fair game. 
But I wouldn't -- I would caution senator Rockefeller to not think 
that I'd left his positiQn. He's-- in many ways he's the heart and 
soul of this fight for health care. And if we change positions, he 
and I, we're going to try to do it together. 

Thank you. 

, END 3:50 P.M. EST 
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Embargoed For Release !November 2, 1994 
Until 8:00 P.M. on 
Wednesday, November 2, 1994 I 

I 
INTERVIEW WITH THE PRESIDENT 

I 

BY BLACK ENTERTAINMENT TELEVISION 
I 

Roosevelt Room 

10:15 A.M. EST 

MODERATOR: Hello everyone, I'm Ed Gordon. Welcome to 
the Roosevelt Room in the White House. Today, a group of African 
Americans from across the country will meet fac~-to-face with 
President Bill Clinton. They will be discussing the President's 
domestic policy agenda as it concerns the black Icommunity. 

Mr. President, thanks for coming iri. First, I get my 
crack at you before we turn it over to these foIJks. Let me ask you, 
with less than now a week away from the electiods, you've'been on the 
stump for the last week and a half, and will lea1ve us today and 
continue -- and I suspect right down to the last 

I 

days. 

One of the things that we are heari1ng -- because I 
travel across the country and we get calls into 

I

Black Entertainment 
Television '-- is a concern of African Americans :that perhaps, 
particularly with what's on the line, Democrats haven't been reaching 
out to blacks as they hoped. What would your thbught be on that? 

I 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I can't speaki about what the local 
candidate's doing, because it may dif~erfrom state to state. But I 
can say for sure that, nationally, we have continued to do that. The 
Democratic Party has had a massive outreach prog~am. Reverend 
Jackson is travelling all around the country now I, going to rallies 
every day, in a way that we have coordinated between my schedule, the 
Vice President and his. We're all trying to hit; the right places. 

I
And we've got a real story to tell ?bout what we've done 

here in the last two years, and about what's at stake in this 
election. And the Republican candidates are far! -- on balance, tend 
to be far more extreme right-wingers than they h?ve been in the past, 
tend to be people that say anything the government does is evil and 
bad, and there's a lot on the line this election. 

I 
We have made -- this country is in better shape than it 

was 21 months ago. It's economically in better ~hape -- we are 
moving here to try to address some of the concerrts that working 
families have that especially impact the African I American community 
in America. So, I'm hoping that in the last seven days we will 
really get a lot of energy out there and the vot~r turnout will go 
up. I 

I 

Because I think this election -- so many of these 



ele9tions are so close, they are going to be determined by which side 
turns out. That's really what's going to turn ~t -- who shows up to 
vote. In 1992 we had an astronomical turnout. 

Every time I would go to a state, i look at the voting 
records from '92 and I see that there are whole Istates and 
congressional districts where President Bush, for example, in 
winning the election in 1988, with 54 percent of the vote, got 



" 

exactly the same vote in 1992 in that congressi6nal district --didn't 
I 

lose any votes. But there were so many more votes -- for me, for Mr. 
Perot -- the American people got involved. I 

And then for two years, you know, th~y get told every 
night on this sort of mainstream media, and theR by a lot the kind of 
attack radio folks, how bad things are up here ~nd people get their 
enthusiasm dampened. But there's a lot going ob here. There's a lot 
going on that relates to people out in the heartland, and that's got 
to be our message this last week. I 

MODERATOR: Let's see if I can pick 
I 

up on something that 
you suggested. Even Reverend Jackson has said, I though, that he 
doesn't feel that he's being utilized to his fufl potential in terms 
of getting upwards to, I think it is now, 8 million unregistered 
black voters. And the fact is, in '92 you did get a whole lot of 
votes, particularly from the African American community. And there 
is a questions as to whether or not this country -- certainly as you 
suggested, the Republican Party -- and even nowl a thought of the 
Democratic Party, and I know you've been fighting this for a long 
time-- moving to the right. And blacks are th~ only group that are 
staying to the left and staying -- if we can putI the tag on it -­
liberal. 

THE PRESIDENT: I basically don't agree, though, with 
that formulation. First of all, let me say tha~ in this year, most 
of the money we raised, we gave to the candidates for the first time. 
Next year, I think we'll have to go back and dol a lot more voter 
registration. 

Mayor Archer, in Detroit -- I was with him yesterday. 
They have registered 50,000 more people in Detrpit. They have sent 
out 50,000 absentee ballots; they've already gO,tten 30,000 back. So, 
a lot of our leaders at the grass-roots level, ithe mayors especially, 
are working hard on this. Next year, I think w1e' 11 have to do more. 

But what I think we've got to do ils -- the Democrats 
need to stay with our base voters. They need tb stay with African 
Americans; they need to stay with Hispanics; t~ey need to stay with 
the blue-collar white voters; they need to sta~ with the small 
businesspeople the kind of people that have always been for us. 
And we need to do it. 

i 

And we can still appeal to the undecided voters -- to 
the people who voted for Perot. Because there lis a way to invest 
more in our children, in our economy, in our inner-cities, and still 
cut the size of government, be tough on crime, ,and have a strong 
foreign policy. , 

And what we've got to do is get t~at message out and 
then try to get people to have enough faith in us to keep going in 
this direction until it affects their lives. 

One of the reasons that the sitting President's party 
almost always loses seats in Congress at mid-t~rm -- if you look in 
the whole 20th century, there has only been one 

, 

election, Franklin 
Roosevelt, in 1934 -- when the sitting Presiderlt's party did not lose 
seats in at least one house of Congress. Only lone. Why? Because 
people are full of hope at the election and then at mid-term, even if 
the President has accomplished a great deal, they may not have felt 
it in their own live~. I 

I 




MODERATOR: But you sit with the pJssibility of losing, 
at this pOint, both houses. You also -- you merttioned Detroit -­

THE PRESIDENT: Let me just say this. If we had the 
average losses, just since World War II -- just the average 



losses-- we would come close to that. So, we're trying to beat the 
average, even though the Democrats have a lot more seats up than the 
Republicans do in the Senate. That's just bad luck at the draw. 
Every year a third of the seats come up and you have no way of 
knowing whether there going to be more Democratic or more Republican. 

MODERATOR: Even with that math -- new math if you will ­
- you ire still going to face an uphill battle. You mentioned 
Detroit, and the gains that you have, and Dennis Archer bringing in 
new voters. But you face a big hill in Michigan. It looks like 
you're not going to regain -- if polls are to believe -- the 
governors seat, and there are close races all around. When you look 
at that and you understand that there is not really the zeal that 
you've seen from the African American community before, what do you 
put that to? What do you account that to? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, if you look at 
Michigan, the Governor is running for his second term in a good 
economy. So, most governors running for their second term in a good 
economy get re-elected. I think if you look at it -- there has been 
for the last two years, an overwhelming 

MODERATOR: A good economy across the state -- let me 
ask 
you 

THE PRESIDENT: Across the nation -­

MODERATOR: In the state. But Detroit is still 
suffering though 

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely. 

MODERATOR: Though the car companies have made a 
comeback, Detroit is still suffering. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is. But as Mayor Archer always tells 
people, we need to keep doing what's working; we've got 88,000 more 
jobs in Michigan than when I took office and in the previous four 
years Michigan lost 8,300. So, that's the message I've been trying 
to hammer home in Michigan and the message that I hope will carry Bob 
Carr to the Senate seat there. And it's really a function of how 
many people vote in Detroit. 

But if you look at -- African Americans watch the same 
news at night that ordinary Americans do. If there is an 
overwhelming bias in what they see -- based on conflict, failure, 
process, politics and negativism, as opposed to just giving people 
the facts about what's going on -- then, you can't expect people to 
vote on what they don't know. 

The truth is, as Time Magazine said last week -- they 
put a chart up, and they said, since World War II, there have only 
been three times -- three two-year periods -- when the Congress has 
given the President more than 80 percent of what the President asked 
for; President Eisenhoweris first two years, President Johnson's 
first two years and this last two years. In other words, no other 
president since World War II, except Eisenhower and Johnson, has had 
more than 80 percent of the initiative approved two years in a row by 
Congress. The voters don't know that because thatis not the message 
they get. 



A lot of people don't know about the family and medical 
leave law, about tax cuts for 15 million working Americans on low 
incomes with children, about immunizing all the kids in this country 
under the age of two by 1996, about the expansion in the Head Start 
program, about the empowerment zones for inner cities, about a lot of 



ttiis stuff. So, what I've got to do in the, last week here is get out 
and talk about what's been, done and try to rev people up. 

MODERATOR: I want to do that. But one of the reasons 
that they perhaps don't know -- and I agree -- and even your critics 
are suggesting that maybe you have not been given the praise you 
deserve for some of things that you've brought to the table. But 
many of those bills and acts don't come ·in immediately and it takes 
time to disseminate that money -- and some of them are going to be 
disseminated by a totally different House and Senate at this point, 
which could, indeed, determirie where those monies go. 

THE PRESIDENT: But you know, but all right -- let's 
talk about that. The President is not the only person in this world 
who has responsibilities. 

MODERATOR: Oh, absolutely. 

THE PRESIDENT: Ultimate responsibility in the United 
States resides with the citizens. And, you know, you've got all 
these extreme Republicans out there, promising the moon, telling 
everybody they're going to take them back to the '80s and trickle­
down Reaganomics, promising tax cuts and spending increases, and 
balanced budgets. All this ridiculous stuff. At some point, the 
American people have to assume the responsibility of the future of 
their country. They are ultimately responsible for how they vote and 
whether they vote. And, you know, if they're not getting the 
straight shot from the media, they have to figure out how else to get 
their information. And I have to do that. 

The media comes and goes in trends -- they tend to be 
more negative when Congress is in session, and less negative when 
they're not. Even when they're not trying to be -- just because it's 
more interesting to cover the fights, the conflicts, the process -­
than some success. 

So somebody needs to say to the voters in this next week 
-- that's what I try to do -- look, you are the bosses and you 
decide. And the outcome is yours. 

MODERATOR: Let me do this. Let me go to a commercial 
break and we'll continue along that same line in just a moment. 

We'll be back in just a moment. 

* * * * * * * * 
MODERATOR: Continuing our discussion with President 

Bill Clinton about issues that concern and are germane to the African 
American community. 

One of the things that you said before we went to break 
was the idea that the public needs to know who to vote for and what's 
going to be done for them. One of the things that we continue to 
read,' and as I travel the country I talk to people from Los Angeles 
to New York, that it really doesn't matter if a Democrat is in the 
White House or a Republican is in the White House nowadays, 
particularly for African Americans, because -- and I know you bristle 
at this -- but some have joked you've been the best Republican 
president over the last 20 years. 



THE PRESIDENT: Well, they're wrong. They're wrong. It 
matters that we've got more than twice as many African Americans in 
the Cabinet and high government positions than any president in 
history. It matters that, in two years, I appointed more than twice 
as many African Americans to the Federal Bench, who will be making 
decisions in court case after course case after course case, for 
decades. I appointed nearly twice as many African Americans to the 



bench than Presidents Reagan, Carter and Bush combined. That makes a 
difference. 

It matters whether we enforce the Voting Rights Act. It 
matters whether we enforce the antidiscrimination provisions. It 
matters whether we pass family and medical leave for working people 
so they can have some time off without getting fired when their 
babies are born or their parents are dead or sick. And the past 
president vetoed it twice. I got it through the Congress and I 
signed it. These things matter. 

It matters whether you've got 4.6 million new jobs or 
you're losing jobs. It matters that in 1994 we've got more high-wage 
jobs coming into this economy than in the previous five years 
combined. And that's what I'm telling you. 

The citizens of this country get sucker-punched over and 
over and over again by people who make money peddling cynicism. And 
if they fall for it, they cannot blame the President or the Congress. 
The people are the bosses in this country, and it's time they stopped 
blaming everybody else for what they don't know and going out there 
and finding out what are the facts, what are the differences, and 
voting on them. They cannot blame other people when they make 
statements like that which are foolish. 

Now, I think the Republicans ought to think I'm a good 
Republican president. Why? Because we're taking the federal 
government to its smallest size since Kennedy; we're reducing the 
deficit for three years in a row for the first time since Tr~man; we 
passed a tough crime bill that was also smart; and we've got 'a strong 
economy and a strong foreign policy. 

If I were a Republican, they would be building a statue 
to me and urging everybody to vote for my members of Congress, 
instead of what they're doing. But because we live in an age where 
if you can buy your way on to the airwaves, you can say anything, you 
don't have to be held accountable. They are making a race out of 
this. 

MODERATOR: Let me ~ry this. Because every time -­

THE PRESIDENT: But for you to say it doesn't make any 
difference is just wrong. 

MODERATOR: I am wrong. I didn't say this, and every 
time I say that and put it on the table, I wonder if I'm going to get 
my invitation to the Christmas party. (Laughter.) 

Let me try this. When you see this zeal -- that 
obviously this upsets you -­

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it's just 

MODERATOR: a lot of African Americans are looking at 
what is coming up with the Supreme Court. We're looking at race­
based solution cases that they're finding -- with the construction 
companies; we saw the University of Maryland was struck down for 
black scholarships recently with the Federal Appeals Court and 
whether or not that's going to send a signal across the nation. 

THE PRESIDENT: We stood up for minority-based 



s9hola;rships. 

MODERATOR: But people want -­

THE PRESIDENT: It matters who's the President. Some 
do, some don't. 



MODERATOR: Well, let's look at that. Did you stand up 
the question would be did you stand up loud enough? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, all I know is, no president in 
history -- ever -- has had anything that approaches the record I do 
on empowering African Americans - ­

MODERATOR: Are you concerned when you see these things 

falling by the wayside? 


THE PRESIDENT: Sure But let me ask you something.0 

Let's look at this. Let's go back to whether it makes a difference 
or not. People have got to make up their mind. Another thing 
they've got to make up their mind about is, how much difference and 
what time frame can any person make in the White House. 

The social problems that are afflicting a lot of our 
communities; the breakdown of the families, the communities; the loss 
of jobs; the rise of crime and violence -- this stuff has been 
developing for 30 years. The Republicans have been in office 20 of 
the last 26 years, and for the last 12 years. I have been here 21 
months. We are moving in the right direction. That's my argument. 
And I think it's a pretty compelling argument. 

MODERATOR: You knew coming in, though, that you were 
going to have to run a quick race and people weren't going to sit and 
give you the time that perhaps you needed. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I knew coming in that people who 
fight for change in this country always wind up getting in trouble, 
because the people who are against you fight you like crazy. And the 
people that are for you are always tentative until they feel the 
results. So, when you're trying to fight for change, you've got to 
be willing to be unpopular to be responsible. 

MODERATOR: Should African Americans be concerned with 
what they see? If you look at headlines -- you look at the book "The 
Bell Curve", and what's being said. I mean, you look at the USA 
Today, today suggested that there are all of these undertones of 
racial code words being used with the elections. It seems to me that 
just as a moral leadership issue, should you step up and suggest to 
this country, we've got to start dealing with race and get it out on 
the table? We don't like to talk about it. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think we.should. I think that I 
should all the time. Last night I was in Cleveland, and I was 
standing in an African American church, Antioch Baptist Church, and 
talked about what the Republican House Leader, Mr. Gingrich, said. 
He said they wanted to mak~ me look like the enemy of normal 
Americans, and the only safe place I could speak was to a black 
audience in America. And I said, that this country would be a lot 
better off if every public official felt as comfortable in that 
church as I do. 

Every time I give a speech, I talk about the strength of 
our diversity; that one of the best things about what we did in Haiti 
was that America is the only country that could have gone to Haiti 
and produced a couple of hundred Haitian-American soldiers that could 
be down there speaking Creole to the people of Haiti as we prepared 
to wait for President Aristide to come back. 

I 



"~ I think a lot of people -- a lot of white voters -- have 
been alienated by the problems in their own lives and the inability 
of the government to make a difference in their own life. And so, 
extreme right wing forces are telling them, it's .all because the 
government tried to hard to help the minorities. They're wrong. The 
minorities are not helped very much either. 
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Q WDIA here in Memphis, Tennessee. We have President 
Bill Clinton live and on the radio with you. 

Good afternoon, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. How are you? 

Q I'm just fine, thank you. 

Q W.C. Brown is joining me here, and we're glad that 
you're joining us here by phone in Memphis. And we have a few 
questions we'd like to ask you. But, first, we'd like to give you an 
opportunity to make a statement. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first, it's good to be talking 

with you and to have a chance to visit with you so close to this 


. 	election. The message I want to get out is that with all of our 
challenges in America, we're in better shape than we were 21 months 
ago. We're rebuilding the economy, we have more jobs, we have a 
lower unemployment rate, we've got more high-wage jobs coming into 
the, economy, we're doing things for ordinary American families. The 
Family and Medical Leave Act, tax breaks for 15 million working 
families to keep them out of poverty, immunization for our children, 
more Head Start, we're doing things to support education, expanded 
college loans and apprenticeship programs for young people who don't 
go on to college. 

We've supported African American educational programs 
especially strongly, and we'll continue to do that. We've supported 
the kinds of things that will move this country forward. We've taken 
steps to he'lp communities deal with the crime problem not just with 
more police and the Brady Bill, the assault weapons ban, but also 
with prevention programs for our communities so that we can help our 
young people live a more positive life. 

So we're moving in the right direction. The Republicans 
offer a contract that would take us back to the trickle-down 
Reaganomics era of the 1980s where we explode the deficit, move our 
jobs overseas and have the risk of big cuts in programs that are 
important to all Americans, like Medicare and Social Security. We 
need to keep going forward. We don't want to go back. In order to 
do that, in' a place like Tennessee where there are so many important 



eledtions -- two senate races, all the Congress races, a big 
·'governors' race -- it's important that people go out and vote next 
Tuesday. 

Q That's very true, Mr. President. The Crime Bill is 
an issue that we talk here on the talk show programs and in the news 
all the time about. A lot of people are concerned about the amount 
of money that's earmarked for the mid-South area, the Memphis mid­
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Q You have just returned from an unprecedented 
preelection, whirlwind Middle Eastern trip in the name of peace. 
Following the trip, polls show your popularity up. Skeptics 
would say the trip was planned to. boost not only popularity, but 
know-how in the area of foreign policy. Your comments, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we worked for two years very 

hard on peace in the Middle East. I had no control over the 

timing of the Israel-Jordan peace treaty. Obviously, they made 

their own decision about when to sign. They asked me to come 

and witness it because of the role the United States and our 

administration played in that. 


When I was there, I went to visit our troops in the 
Persian Gulf. I sent them there to counter Saddam Hussein's 
latest aggression; clearly, I had no control over that. There 
was no politics in this trip. The American people know it. But 
the benefits that are coming in foreign policy -- the nuclear 
agreement with North Korea, the work in the Middle East, the 

. success in Haiti -- they are the result of two years of hard work 
that happened to coalesce at this time. There was no politics in 
that, and there shouldn't be. 

Q Mr. President, here in Connecticut and across 
the country, Republicans are trying to make you the symbol of all 
that's wrong with government. Pictures of you appear in many GOP 
television ads. Do you think this midterm election is really a 
referendum on you? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, but I think that it is the 
culmination of two years of irresponsible conduct on their part, 
where they did their best to derail the government, to put the 
brakes on everythihg, to oppose deficit reduction, to oppose our 
plans for economic recovery, to oppose our plans for things like 
family and medical leave and the crime bill. As a party they did 
their best to wreck everything and then to blame us. 

But the American people are beginning to see through 
it. After all -- let me put it to you this way. If I were a 
Republican president and I had followed policies which reduced 
the deficit, shrunk the federal government to its smallest size 
since President Kennedy was in office, increased the economic 



prosperity of the country, reduced the nuclear threat, expanded 
trade, and passed the toughest crime bill in a generation, they 
would be running me for sainthood. 

But because I'm a Democrat theyVre engaged in a 
great disinformation campaign and they've signed this contract to 
take this country back to the trickle-down economics of the '80s 
-- a decade, which I might add, was pretty rough on the state of 
Connecticut along toward the end with all the exploding deficits 
and other problems. 



C.· So I believe the American people will see through 
that. I've got a lot of faith in the people of this country to 
be positive, to be forward-looking, and my job is simply to get 
out and give them the facts and they'll make the decision. 

Q President Clinton, we want to go to the viewers 
now. As you could imagine, we asked them to give us questions 
for you. We were having a chance to talk to the President. The 
first question is from Andrea Wilson of Norwalk. Andrea wants to 
know, Mr. President, what you're going to do to make deadbeat 
moms and dads accountable and responsible for supporting their 
children. 

THE PRESIDENT: I sent in the springtime a welfare 
reform bill to Congress which, among other things, has a much 
tougher mechanism of child support enforcement. I think we have 
to have more automatic requirements, more wage withholding, more 
respect for these child support orders across state lines. It 
has simply got to be easier to get the child support payments out 
there. We've got billions and billions of dollars of unpaid 
chi'ld support, and if we had it paid by people who can afford to 
pay it, the welfare problem would be much smaller and it would be 
a lot easier for people who are struggling to raise their 
children in dignity to do it. 

Q Now, for our second viewer question, Mr. 
President. It comes from a woman who wants to know why, if you 
made jobs one of your administration's top priorities, there are 
still layoffs and little in the way of job creation in 
Connecticut. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me see, I've got some 
figures right here; I'll check it. The national economy, since I 
became president, has produced 4.6 million new jobs. Now, the 
government didn't do all that; most of these jobs are in the 
private sector. But we created the environment in which the jobs 
CQuld be created by bringing the deficit down, by expanding 
trade, by investing more in new technologies. 

Not every American who wants a job has one and, of 

course, there's nothing the national government can do to'stop 

some companies from laying off. But our job is to create more 


, jobs than are lost, and we're doing that. But just a moment, let 
me check here. In Connecticut - ­

Q Take your time. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm looking here. The 
unemployment rate in Connecticut has dropped more than one 
percentage point. We've had several hundred new jobs added since 
I became preSident. In the previous four years -- listen to this 
-- Connecticut lost 150,000 new jobs. So we've got job gain now 

,where we had job loss before. We need to create more jobs. We 
have to keep working on it. The first thing I had to do was to 
try to stop the job loss, and I think we have done that. We're 
moving forward. 

Q Our viewers will be happy to hear that. 

President Clinton, thank you very much for taking time out of 

your busy schedule to be with us tonight. 




THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. 

END 5:15 P.M. 
EST 



>. 

\ ,: 
" THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of,the Press Secretary 
" ' 

For Immediate Release 	 June 22,1,1994 

, ,", \ ( 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

. i 

AT DNC SAXOPHONE CLUB RECEPTION 


The 	6~n.i. 'Shoreham, Hotel' 
Washington, DC ' 

10,: 10 P.M. EDT 
, \ 

, \ 

" 	 , 

,. ' ' /.' THE PRESIDENT: 'Thank you, Hillary., (Laughter.) Thank 
you, Chctirmari Wilp.elm. And' Deegee and Vernon ;and" Ann '.Jordan,.. And 
tha:nk you especially, Sean' Foley and Jessica Wasse~an" for lea¢ling'
the, Saxophone Club. ,(Applause. ) .. 	 , 

I want to' tha:n.k,too,sean'Burton 'and Jonathan Mantz for, 
.helping to hold the Saxophone'Club--- ;(applause). And:the, 

"Homeb,uildersand Occidental. Petroleum, that h~lpedto ~:ilipport: this 
event tonight:. ,'. ., . ' , 

. I also want to thank the en::ertainers ~ I'm kind of' 
sor:r;y I didn't Hqotie and the Blowfish. (Laughter.'),And<I know 
Paula Poundstone wa's 'funny~ because she ~lway-sis., ·(Applause.) And 

, I'm, hoping' I' get to, here.a l:i,ttle bit of Chak.a Khan and the. St. 
Augustine Churctl: Choir ..' ,Thank, you ali 'for heing ,here." ,(Applause.) 

We just c~me, ~syou kriow ,:from .'another event for. the 
Democratic,party, 'and one 'that was.~mmensl3lysuccessful.But it 
struck me.inthat moment that the people who were there were a 
~tunning answer to those who, say that this is a cynicai'and selfish 
country I and that, you' are as ·well. " , ' 

'. ' , ,We had two :pie'cesof' good, news \~lready todaY :"''-one's 
light and one's not so light. The light one, is ,that the united ' 
states won the, soccer'game tonight ~ (Applause,. ). I identify' with, our 
soccer team' -~ you know, they' start .;is underdogs in this deal. 'I 
like that. (Laughter.,) And they're doing well.,(Appla.u'se.)

" ., 	 . 

,,' , , And the thing ',that .potentially, . and I hope and pray will' 
ultimately affect your f,uture in I a very,positive way, is the formal 
noti·fication I received this after'noon that the North ',Koreans:' are 

, will,ing to suspend their, nuclear program --, (applause) .' :' 
. '. , 	 I. ­

Then 'It-occurred to'me that a:t the event w1;lere I just 
, was, there were lotsof ' people there,' and they we:ren' t all Democrats." 
Some were Independents, some came up to me and said' they were 
Republicans' -- they were. proud to' betherl3 at, our party's event~' , 
Virtuall'y everyone of ,them, when. our econ'omic program passed last 
year, paid higher-taxes so wecould'bring,the deficit down and give' a 
tax break, to lower'income w,orking people with, families. Those people 
aren't cynical., Tbey ,did, something that they bel ieve is gopd f,or 
their ,ciountry~good"for their children and goodforthei~,future~ 
And I am,g;cateful to them,' because they 'are -- Cinaudible):-- in the 
,cynicism. (applause). ", 	 \ 

And then Trook' 'out at all'of you ,and I realize -- first 
" "of, all, I l:ook out ,at some.of you, and a, couple of Y9J.lare I(Iy'age, 

, , which makes me 'feel -- (laughter) .. , 'Somebody said, some are old,er ~ 
(Laughter.) I can ,tell you, you look'good put there with all these 
y<?ungpeople,but,you can't,turn it back.,: (Laughter,.) Even I can't 
,do that for you~ (Laughter.} But you are a rebuke t6 this notion 



~. ' " 

~' <, 

• , . • I 

I 

that thi,s' whole idea of g,ene~ationx, you kl')ow, it I s'a 'bunch of 
',hooey. ,~, ' (Applause. ) 

, What I want to say ,to, you, in brief is ,this -:.. fi,rst,let' 
\ , me thank you ,for 'ke~pfng the Saxophone Clubtogethe~. 'It means' a lot' , 

, 'to me.; (Applause.)' It means more than you could P9ssibly, know, that 
, tp.ere ,are yo~ng people, who work in and' (;lrou:nd this town ~ who }:)elieve 
,;in, this adm,inistration, who' have 'stayedtogeth,er, who, were not just ' 
in it,for thec~mpaign, ahd are hot, just 'sunshine soldiers but are' ! 

actually ,here :fbr the long haul, to make America a better place. I' 
,thank you',for that'." It 'means so ,much to me. (Applause.) 

';- , . 

" The second 'point. ,I'want ,to, say is this: We are doing 
,what you hired us to do, and that's,important.'Whel1 we'hadall 'those 
eyents in the campa,ign, I told you I was, fighting: for your' future. ,'" 
A!ld I 'stillam~ , Anq 'when we ,took office;' I; said,I wanted to get theI 

, economy, going, to bring the, q,efici,t down; to invest more' in bur 
people, t6makegovernment work for ordinary people,and to empower 
people like 'you to seize your, futUre.' ' 

And,you look' ~..;. unemployment is down,jobs ,are up, new 
bus:inesses are up. We"re moving in 'the .:-ight direction. We're going 
to, ,hav~ three years of deficit' reduction in a ,row for the first time' 
"sinCeT~It!.an was presiden\ -- (appl~us!f) -- ' 

• • > , ;. 

" ". ,'.,' • • ,.' • I • • I ',' " . . 

, ' ,,' , We,'reempowering,:people -- 90" QOO 'more ;kids :in liead 
Star;t: 20 million, mor~ college students eligible for low, interest 
student, ,loans and better ,repayment .' (App1a'use'.) 'Natiopal service " 
:will, ptart, thi13 ,fall 'with .20,000' people year after ,next "7~ 100,000,' 

"young Americans'revolutionizing,-- (applause)-":",, ' " 
• " . • . .• ',!' 

So, 'I tell YOll, we are, fuLfilling the> miss'ion that' ~ou 
votedfOr , that you, wo'rkedfor, tha~c yo~ are' a, pa!t '0 f ,'and your' ' 
future,is at 'stake. '., "­

", '-, 

.'. "Arid, ,the ~hird' thing I \<f~pt" ~'o "say to you i'sthl:s: I 1m, 
, ,'glad you're here, and, I 1m gl ad you're happy i: and Ilm glad you' rei , 
, ~,enthus'iastic.,You'vemade me'happy, and yo~'ve,given,me new'energy~ 
, But let ~etell you, ,what -is ,at stake this year and next year and the 

'"next year is far pigger; than RePllb1ic'Flns and Democrats and President, 
, " Clinton ~" ' It's about what the ·a,t:.titude of the Am,ericanpeople is' and 

, what will, be theciondnant ' spirit ot the Ameri,ean people as we move' 
toward the, 21'stcenttiry. ' ," ;, , ' 

, 
When we I re ha'ving this' enormously -important 'debate i on 

health care~- and let' me just say"I put out ,a plan, on healtll care,,' 
and Hillary and I' worked hard on it,' but' we said.' we " know it, can't be' 
the end' all zU1d be all,. ' We I re happy to change it. '. But for goodness' .! 
~akes', work wj"th us without re'gardto :party or' region. Work ,with us 
and l1elpto coverall ~eri'cans andsolve"t.his terrible, pro~lem.' 

\ Tha,t,' s what we said.' (Applause~) " ,
\ 

, And 'it seems, pretty' simple to me. This', if? the only , 
, country in the world with an advanced econoiny hadn't figilred out ,hOW 
, to'covE;r' everybody; ,bt.;t we I re spendirig 14 p~rcEmt of ,our' inc,C?meon 
health ,care. Today in The Washington Post, tl:l~rewasan art~cle on 
the,' German 'health,care system, pointing out they're spending 8~5 
percent of 'their ,income. on health care, and ,they I ve ,got 9,9 PEarcE;nt 
coverage., Now, <I don:' t, honestly believe that ,th~y~ re, that much " 
smarteJ::' than' we arl!=. ('Laughter ~ )' An4 I ,don't think You, do. 

,What is the problem? W,ell --' 
I . " I. '" ' 

I AUDIENCE MEMBER:" Republ'ica'ns " 

AUDIENCE MEM!3ER: Dole. (Laughter.) 

\ 


., , 
\ ' 
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.. \ .THE PRESIDENT:' Listen, it isn'i all Republicans. 
I've had Republican doctors,:Republican nurses, Republican home' 
health op.erators, 'Republican bus"inesspeople' come up tome 'and say, I 
support wha't you're . doing. .We have got to have 'universal health 

. I • . 

coverage,. 
" . "'\ , 

, ,. Wh'at' is the problem? Congressman ,Grandy. from Iowa -.;.. ­
~ wait, wa~t, Gopher '-.-relieved of the burden of running for office 

'now for Congress, finally came out and said that ,the'Republicans had 
been given, quote, marching orders by their leader tpnot cooperate, 
don t t offer any amendments , you cannot v,ote for' anything. '. , 

, 
.AUDIENCE MEMBER: What about the country? 

THE PRESIDENT: What about the 'country', yes. 
(Applause.) Not about what the, Democrats, what about the country? 
And' let me tell you what's at stake. This isa big deal.· . When yciu 

, leave here, this will, ,sti.ll,be-:as,take. . , 

They believe that they, can win based on two things in 
'94' and beyond··~- first, 'the 6verw~elming cynicism o~ the' American 
e~ectorate bombarded every.dCiY by; .negativism,.' obsessively covered 
with'procE?ss,and conflict instead 'of substantive product. They 
believe that the American. people will either not.knowwhat: we have 
done, or they won't believe it. Arid then they th~nk they can: divide' 

. us ina cultural war over moral issues ,racial issues and' 'ethnic 
issues. : They must 'be prove-d\ wrong. . . (Applause. ,) . '. 

, '- .' . 

,___~cgLf..OOL~round-th~~S-;I:C?qm~~d~YoU w).!lpicture of.' 
. America. The ··d-i~ers·ity'c)f'_~~A~~~q,t!~ttY.-J_~ j?~r__ticKe~t.:::.t.:9·-th~ ,future• 
. I:s-",:wi--lr·make-~,tis',~Jcn:f~~·i£'W:il-l'--ma'ke'us"7strong';" it-:W-fTL:.:m~:~~~ ·\1·s·/1 :. 
powelif,~l-.~; =}:t:~·,w.i1-1m.c;:ke:-::your;.~ti:v:e's~m6l;e::;~ii€e·res:t-:i:rlcf·:::tha.n .any" , 

. getieratiori~of~~er:i'gg.. __tha:t;..:~went .. b~fore .. i-f·~we·:can.figure 9U.1:"poW. to go 
. • into· these~cit'ies"'aiJ.~:±ri:to=these'-poor~r'uraJ,·~arEfaEFand--l,i·ft. 'these 

. chifdre~-_uil~:~~]inCE:J.if;:>:We~;can:~::F::4i.9iire,,:out":;~hoW~',to~~i~ive=-::t;sgethe~".,-j~n'stead of 
avoiding?:otir-~ prQp.l"ems~a,na=diV'iding ourselves .(Applaus'e~) . 

But we must not become' mired in the cynicism and the 
negativism thatd.ominates. the debate' here everyday. And you 'know 

. better, and you can' cut ,through ,it. And it's your life., You've got 
more years ahead. of you than I do.I"ve already ha,d more good ,things 
happen to me than ,I, ever· dese+'Ved, or I. ever could have dreamed o.f., . 
I tm up here thinki,ng about what 's go.ing to happen to· my daughter and 
her cnildren and your. future .. And I'm telling you, we cannot cut it 
if we permit an eiection in'1994,' to rewa rdthe people who have . 
stopped progress and' t.ried, to create' gri::Uock because there is so 

. much cynicism. that either people can't find. out what happeri'ed good, 
or they don't believe it if they do; and then they're diverted.. We \ 
cannot· let "th.at happen. . (Applause.) .. 

. . . / , ., . 

. . And. s6,I' ask you to leave here, thj,nking that. perhaps 
the'biggest honor I've had as your President is to, represent ,this 
country at the S'Oth anniversary of..the landings in Italy ,and D-Day. 
(Applause.) And',I just want to -~ we're having a good. time, this i~ , 
a lightrlight, but I want to tellyotl one verys;;erious thing. ,Those 
people did riot put their lives, on the line so that their children and 

.. 'grand'children and great:-grandchildren should live cynically \ in 
America -- (applause.) "":- youcouldn' t look ,at row upon row of graves.' 
over there and think, w.ell,· we're j u~t su'nk; ,we t re j'ust stuck, in 
gridlock: we just can.'t make anything good. happen.

.' 
. 

, I want to tell:y6u ~om~thing.M6st of the folks I've 
known in' public lifethe'J,ast 20 years in both parties were honest 
and decerit and worked harq.and trieci'tp do right. ,This thing we're 
dealing with now is plumb out of hand, ifyo~ will forgive me ,using 
soine Arkansas dialect.' (Applause.) All this wp'ole neg~tive business 
and all this 'cynicism -- it is an indulgence.; and you cannot . afford 
it··.· . And it is' not you that is doing it: You are' not the cynical, 
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generat~on. It is thepeopl~ that are older tha~you t6~t are ) 
fillin,g' the airways full, 6fthisstuff that you don ':teven want to: 
'listen to.- And you leave here determined not j:ust to' help your', 
Presiderit' and our ,party 1 but to help your ~cotmtr.y arid your future'. 

This country was nbtbuilt,bycy:nics"it ,was buil't by
beli}ev'~rs; and it ,will be continued}:)y believers." , 

'God' bles:s you' and goodnight: (Applause. )
" \ 

END 10 :25, ',P .M.EDT 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Congressman Serrano, and to 
all my colleagues up here on the stage, and the congressional 
Hispanic Caucus, and to Secretary Babbitt, Secretary and Mrs. 
Cisneros, Secretary and Mrs. Pena. I know the Attorney General is 
coming. I haven't seen her here, but I think she's here somewhere. 
And I thank her and all of them for serving our Cabinet and our 
country so well. (Applause.) 

To Rita Alezando, and all the others who work at the 
Institute, and to all of you, first, let me thank you for receiving 
me so well, and thank you for letting me come early and leave early. 
You know, I. have a date with President Yeltsin tonight. (Laughter.) 
And I don't want to stiff him, so I'm going to have to leave here in 
just a moment. I do want to -- I wish I could take the mariachis 
back with me to entertain him. (Laughter.) . 

I want to say a special word of thanks to a couple of 
people here -- first, to Congressman Ron De Lugo who's retiring after 
two decades representing the Virgin Islands. We will miss him very 
much. (Applause.) And thanks -- next I would like to say a special 
word of thanks to the Chief Deputy Whip, Congressman Bill Richardson, 
for his wonderful efforts in Haiti, to help us make peace and restore 
democracy in Haiti. (Applause.) 

. Congressman Serrano went over some of the 
accomplishments of this administration, but I want to do it again to 
ask you to do something for all of these members who are up here, 
because they have worked very hard -- very, very hard -- to make this 
country work again. And our biggest problem -- the thing you laughed 
about there, about not getting credit -- ~ don't really care who gets 
the credit, as long as the country is gcing forward. But when the 
congressional .elections come up, the people who are getting credit 
for moving the country forward need to be rewarded, so the voters 
don't wind up inadvertently voting for the very things they are 
against. 

And that's what I want you to think about. If someone 
had told you 20 months ago that,in 20 months we would see the biggest 
deficit reduction passed in historYi the biggest spending cuts in 
history; scores of government programs eliminated outright; the 
smallest federal bureaucracy since Kennedy was President; three years 
of deficit reduction in a row for the first time. since Truman was 
President; and still more money being spent to put 200,000 more kids 
in Head Start, to immunize all the children in Ameri.ca under the age 
of two by 1996; for education and training for people who are 
unemployed, for young people who want to go into good jobs when they 
get out of high s.chool, but don't 'want to go on to college -- you 
need apprenticeships; that we would reform the student loan program 
and make 20 million Americans eligible for student loans at lower 
interest rates, lower fees and longer repayment terms; and that these 
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things would produce 4.3 million new jobs, a 1.5 percent decline in 
the Hispanic unemployment rate -- you'd say that was pretty good, ' 
wouldn't you? (Applause.)' 

We are moving this country in the right direction. The 
guys that voted against us said if we did this, it would wreck the 
economy. They were wrong; we were right; the American people should 
know it. It's important, and you need to make a commitment not 
~imply to support these folks here with the Institute and with your 
presence at this dinner, but with your voice and your heart and your 
spirit and getting people out to vote between now anq November the 
8th. They were wrong: we were right: they should be rewarded because 
we are moving this country in 

, 
the right direction. (Applause.) 

, 

Since NAFTA was ratified, we have increased exports to 
Mexico by 19 percent, three times as much as our exports are going up 
elsewhere.' Automobile and truck exports are up 600 percent. We've 
got folks in those auto factories working overtime for the first time 
in more than 10 years. (Applause.) And I might say" that's why I 
hope we, can pass the GATT agreement before we leave, because that 
will bring another 300,000 to 500,000 jo~sinto this economy. 
(Applause. ) 

We had eight'months in a row this year where 
manufacturing employment increased for the first time in 10 years. 
And for the first time in nine years, the annual vote of the panel of 
international economists, the United states was voted the most 
productive economy in the entire world. We're moving in the right 
direction, they need to be ,rewarded for it -- these people in 
Congress who have made it possible. (Applause~) 

, Because of tha Hispanic Cauc~s, we're closer to 
reenacting the EleIl\entary and Secondary Education Act to help give 
educationally disadvantaged children a better chance. congressm~n' 
Becerra worked especially hard on that. (Applause.) 

In addition to passing, in this 'economic plan, a tax cut 
for 15 million working families with children, who are working and 
hovering just above the poverty line -- who are disproportionally 
Hispanic, I might add -- we cut their taxes. We raised tax rates on 
the top 1.2 percent of Americans, cut taxes for 15 million working 
families so they wouldn't fall into poverty while they were working: 
so they could succeed as parents and workers; so they ,wouldn't choose 
welfare ov~r work. We did it; they all voted against It; you ought 
to reward the people who did it, and not the reverse. (Applause.) 

We also passed the motor vo'Ser bill afteJ;" several years 
of gridlock -- (applause); the Brady Bill and the Family and Medical 
Leave Bill after seven'years of gridlock (applause)'; the crime bill 
after six years of gridlock (applause). We're about to announce the 
community, sometime this year, who won the empowerment zone 
competition -- the enterprise community competition. We have more 
coming forward. Last week I signed the community Development Banking 
Bill, which will put $4.8 billion into poor communities, urban and 
rural, in this country so poor people can borrow money to put 
themselves 'in business in ways that will make a profit. This has 
been proven to work in other countries. ,It is wrong that America has 
not done it before, but we're going to bring free enterprise to the 
inner city and the isolated rural areas ~f America and prove that 
poor people want to work as well; and they can and will, and will 
succeed. (Applause.) 

And I want to say a special word of thanks to Chairman 
Gonzalez and Nydia Velazquez, Luis Guttierrez and Lucille Roybal­
Allard for ~heir leadership on' this community development initiative; 
it was very important., (Applause. ) 

This'administration has also kept its, commitment to look 
more like America. 'With 302 Hispanic-American appointments, we have 
now appointed more than twice the number of Hispanic-Americans as my 
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predecessor and, even better than that, of all those that went 
before. (Applause.) And I might add, in the area of federal judges, 
we have appointed twice the number of HispaniC-Americans appointed by 
the last three Presidents, Democratic and Republican combined; and I 
am proud of that. (Applause.) 

One other thing I want to mention, because some of you 
were there, but one of the greatest honors I have had as President 
was the opportunity that I was able to take to give the Medal of 
Freedom to Cesar Chavez. I only wish he had been there to receive it 
in person. (Applause.) 

, Let me close with this. I had the opportunity to have a 
great meeting, when I spoke to the united Nations yesterday, with 
President Salinas. And he said to 'me, Mr. President, he said, I . 
follow American politics very closely, and we've had a wonderful 
partnership. Arid he said, I understand many things about America; 
but I do not understand how, with your economy booming, with so much 
progress being made, with all these bills flying through Congress, 
most Americans say when they're polled they think the country is 
going in the wrong direction. I said, well, you just have to live 
here to understand that. (Laughter~) 

But you think about it. Every one of you wo~ks in some 
working group -- maybe it's a big one, maybe it's a small one. How 
well could you do at your job if every day two-thirds of. the people 
who showed up to work with you were convinced nothing good was going 
to happen, and when something good did happen, denied that it did? 
(Laughter.) That ·is the environment you ask these people to come to 
work every day in. You ask them to take brave decisions, vote for 
change, stand up to interest groups, push the country forward, when 
they know that there's better than a 50 percent chance that the 
people they're fighting for may not even get the message. That is 
what elections are for. 

The fact is that against enormous odds from interest 
groups, and enormous political odds and relentless opposition, the 
people on this stage with me have .been responsible for an economic 
revival; for seriouslY addressing many of the greatest social 
problems facing this country .. The deficit is down; the economy is 
up; jobs are up; trade is up; we have seriously addressed the crime 
problem. The American people are going to be more secure. We have 
done things for children, too long deferred, on immunizations, Head 
Start, the family leave policy, the policy of giving a tax break to 
working families on low incomes. We are moving the country forward 
and pulling it together. What remains is to get the message of the 
record of the last 20 months to the voters in the next five weeks. 

You can do it: they need it: I will be out there doing 
my part. But if you liked what has happened before, you must ratify 
it by getting your friends and neighbors to say, we are not going to 
be fooled, we are not going to be divided, and we are certainly not 
going back to the old policies of the past which wrecked the economy 
and divided this country; we're going forward together. Thank you 
very much, and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

END 7:04 P.M. EDT 




