Extent

2 folders, approximately 29 pages

Summary

This collection consists of all documentation related to the White House's discussions
and deliberations over, drafting, writing, and/or revising of President Clinton's June
12, 1998 memorandum to the Secretary of the Interior, titled, "Memorandum on
Withdrawal of Certain Areas of the United States Outer Continental Shelf from
Leasing Disposition". It contains memoranda, emails, and drafts, regarding Oil and
Natural Gas Leasing on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) and background
information that was given to the President on the OCS and options for his approval.

Scope and Content Note

The materials in FOIA 2018-0400-F are a selective body of documents responsive to
the topic of the FOIA. Researchers should consult the archivist about related
material. The Outer Continental Shelf [OSC] Lands Act was signed into law in 1953.
Congress assigned the Secretary of the Interior to administer mineral exploration
and development of the entire OCS. The Secretary is responsible for developing and
executing a leasing plan for the OSC, “National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas
Leasing Program”. The plan provides a schedule of oil and gas leases over a period
of five years. The Act was amended in 1978 and it directed the Secretary of the
Interior to develop oil and gas in a timely manner to help meet the energy needs of
the nation. Through statutory moratorium, executive and legislative actions oil and
gas leasing has been prohibited on most of the OCS since 1982. In 1990, President
Bush issued a 10 year directive that protected all federal waters from offshore oil
and natural gas activities until 2000. The five year OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program
from the Department of the Interior protected the federal waters from 1997-2002. In
1998, President Clinton signed a memorandum that would protect the federal waters
until 2012. The records responsive to this request consist of memoranda, emails,



and drafts, regarding “Oil and Natural Gas Leasing on the Outer Continental Shelf
(OCS)” and “Withdrawal of Certain Areas of the United States Outer Continental
Shelf from Leasing Disposition.” The materials contain background information that
was given to the President on the OCS and options for his approval.

Record Type

Textual

System of Arrangement

Records that are responsive to this FOIA request were found in these collection
areas—Clinton Presidential Records: WHORM Subject Files. The White House Office
of Records Management (WHORM) contains a variety of series created to organize
and track documents and correspondence. The WHORM Subject File was compiled
by the White House Office of Records Management and is a series of categories
designated by a letter/number combination. WHORM files are processed at the
document level. FOIA 2018-0400-F includes WHORM records from this subject code:
NROO6 Natural Resources: Oil - Natural Gas

Access

Collection is open to all researchers. Access to Clinton Presidential Records is
governed by the Presidential Records Act (PRA) (44 U.S.C. Chapter 22, as amended)
and the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552, as amended) and therefore
records may be restricted in whole or in part in accordance with legal exemptions.

Copyright

Documents in this collection that were prepared by officials of the United States
government as part of their official duties are in the public domain. Researchers are
advised to consult the copyright law of the United States (17 U.S.C. Chapter 1) which



governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material.

Provenance

Official records of William Jefferson Clinton’s presidency are housed at the Clinton
Presidential Library and administered by the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) under the provisions of the Presidential Records Act (PRA).

Processed by

Staff Archives Specialist, 2018. Previously restricted materials are added as they are
released.

Last Modified Date

2018-03-08

Container List

The following is a list of documents processed in response to 2018-0400-F:
Box 1

Clinton Presidential Records: WHORM: Subject Files

Category Case Number

NROO6 266429SS

NROO6 267200SS



