
Extent

5 folders, approximately 200 pages

Summary

This collection consists of records related to the emails of Lee M. Sands, Assistant
United States Trade Representative for Japan and China. A corresponding request,
2021-0520-F, was for emails related to Deborah Lehr and China. The two requests
have been combined as they contain the same emails. Lee M. Sands was Assistant
United States Trade Representative to Japan and China from 1991 to 1997. Deborah
Lehr was Sand’s Deputy Assistant Trade Representative to Japan and China. Open
records include emails related to scheduling, press briefings, news clippings, and
emails This case has a majority of records withheld for national security reasons.

Scope and Content Note

The materials in FOIA 2022-0519-F are a selective body of documents responsive to
the topic of the FOIA. Researchers should consult the archivist about related
material. Researchers interested in this topic should also see 2021-0518-F. The FOIA
request 2021-0519-F was for emails related to Lee M. Sands, Assistant United States
Trade Representative for Japan and China. A corresponding request, 2021-0520-F,
was for emails related to Deborah Lehr. The two requests have been combined as
they contain the same emails. Lee M. Sands was Assistant United States Trade
Representative to Japan and China from 1991 to 1997. It is generally reported in the
press that Sands was a tough negotiator. His knowledge of Chinese culture and
history combined with his experience working for the United States Department of
State in Embassy Beijing gave the United States a strong advocate in trade talks.
Sands holds degrees from the City College of New York, Harvard University, and Yale
University. Sands left government service in 1997 to take a partnership in the firm of
Mayer Brown where he remained until 2003. Sands continues to work in consulting,
banking, and international relations. Lee Sands' deputy was Deborah Lehr. She



served first as Director for China, Hong Kong, Mongolia, and Macao and then was
promoted to Deputy Assistant United Trade Representative for China and Mongolia.
Lehr worked closely with Sands on China’s accession to the World Trade
Organization and on complex bilateral trade agreements such as intellectual
property rights. Like Sands, Lehr left government service in 1997 and took a
partnership in the firm of Mayer Brown. Lehr left Mayer Brown in March 2005. She
has continued consulting in banking and financial services. Lehr, the Executive
Director of the Paulson Institute, is also very heavily involved in cultural resources
management. This case has a majority of records withheld for national security
reasons.

Record Type

Textual

System of Arrangement

Records that are responsive to this FOIA request were found in these collection
areas—Clinton Presidential Records: ARMS Email and Clinton Presidential Records:
NSC Cable, Email, and Records Management Systems.

Access

Collection is open to all researchers. Access to Clinton Presidential Records is
governed by the Presidential Records Act (PRA) (44 U.S.C. Chapter 22, as amended)
and the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552, as amended) and therefore
records may be restricted in whole or in part in accordance with legal exemptions.

Copyright

Documents in this collection that were prepared by officials of the United States
government as part of their official duties are in the public domain. Researchers are



advised to consult the copyright law of the United States (17 U.S.C. Chapter 1) which
governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material.

Provenance

Official records of William Jefferson Clinton’s presidency are housed at the Clinton
Presidential Library and administered by the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) under the provisions of the Presidential Records Act (PRA).

Processed by

Staff Archivist, 2022. Previously restricted materials are added as they are released.

Last Modified Date

2023-02-15

Container List

View all digitized files in the National Archives Catalog (NAC)

The following is a list of documents and folders processed in response to FOIA 2021-
0519-F:
Box 1
Clinton Presidential Records: ARMS Email
NSC [OA/ID 1200000]
[Sands, WTO, GATT, China]
[06/17/1996]
Clinton Presidential Records: NSC Cable, Email, and Records Management System
NSC Email
A1-Record (Jan 93-Sept 94) [OA/ID 570000]
[Sands, WTO, GATT, China]
[02/14/1994]

https://catalog.archives.gov/search?availableOnline=true&page=1&q=%222021-0519-F%22&referenceUnits=%22William%20J.%20Clinton%20Library%22&sort=naId%3Aasc 


MSMail-Record (Sept 94-Sept 97) [OA/ID 590000]
[Sands, WTO, GATT, China]
[10/17/1994-04/03/1996]
[06/17/1996-04/15/1997]
MSMail-Non-Record (Sept 94-Sept 97) [OA/ID 605000]
[Sands, WTO, GATT, China]
[09/28/1994-04/15/1997]
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