Extent

26 folders, approximately 362 pages

Summary

This collection consists of records dated March 3, 1997 to January 20, 2001
between Richard Clarke, Samuel Berger, and the President referring to Osama bin
Laden, al-Qaeda, Pakistan, Afghanistan, or the Taliban. The collection contains
unclassified emails related to meetings or drafting public guidance. It also includes
administrative materials related to document handling and tracking. Samuel Berger
did not use email and therefore email correspondence is from Clarke to
subordinates of Samuel Berger, and typically carry the instruction “FOR SRB.”
Memorandum for the President would pass from Clarke through Berger to the
President. It should be noted that because of sensitivities associated with
counterterrorism activities and discussion related to Osama bin Laden this
collection still remains largely classified.

Scope and Content Note

The materials in FOIA 2006-1700-F are a selective body of documents responsive to
the topic of the FOIA. It should also be noted that there is significant overlap
between this FOIA and FOIA request 2006-0228-F. Researchers should consult the
archivist about related materials. This collection was a request for records dated
March 3, 1997 to January 20, 2001 between Richard Clarke, Samuel Berger, and
the President referring to Osama bin Laden, al-Qaeda, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
the Taliban. The collection contains unclassified e-mails related to meetings or
drafting public guidance. It also includes administrative materials related to
document handling and tracking. Samuel Berger did not use e-mail and therefore



e-mail correspondence is from Clarke to subordinates of Samuel Berger, and
typically carry the instruction “FOR SRB.” Memorandum for the President would
pass from Clarke through Berger to the President. It should be noted that because
of sensitivities associated with counterterrorism activities and discussion related to
Osama bin Laden this FOIA request is largely closed. Richard A. Clarke began his
government career working for the Department of Defense in 1973. In 1985, he
was named Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Intelligence. From this position,
Clarke rose to Assistant Secretary of State for Politico-Military Affairs. President
Clinton named Clarke Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director of
Global Issues and Multilateral Affairs-later Transnational Threats-in the National
Security Council. During this period, Clarke closely monitored terrorism and U.S.
counterterrorism efforts, often advising Deputy Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs, Samuel Berger. Clarke became an expert on Osama bin
Laden and his al Qaeda jihadist network. Clarke remained in the National Security
Council into the George W. Bush administration but left in 2003 after becoming
particularly open in his criticism of the administration. Osama bin Laden, often
reffered to by the U.S. Government as Usama bin Laden or UBL, was the founder of
al-Qaeda and was widely held as the mastermind behind a number of terrorist
attacks on civilian and military targets around the world. In 1979, following college,
bin Laden joined the Mujahadeen efforts fighting the Russians in Afghanistan.
Intellectually drawn to jihad in college, it was in 1988 that bin Laden founded al-
Qaeda with its jihadist focus and a determination to take up the jihadist cause
elsewhere in the world. Following the withdrawal of Russian troops in 1989, bin
Laden returned to Saudi Arabia. Bin Laden’s first known bombing was in Aden,
Yemen in 1992. Though al-Qaeda was already active planning attacks on the
United States—plans were discovered as early as 1990—the Embassy attacks at
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania and Nairobi, Kenya in 1998 resulted in bin Laden
becoming one of the FBI's ten most wanted criminals. The CIA warned in December
of 1998 that al-Qaeda was planning attacks in the United States. Bin Laden claimed
responsibility for leading the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. Ultimately bin
Laden was tracked to a home in Pakistan and was killed by covert action on May 2,
2011.

Record Type



Textual

System of Arrangement

Records that are responsive to this FOIA request were found in one collection
area—Clinton Presidential Records: NSC Cable, Email, and Records Management
System.

Access

Collection is open to all researchers. Access to Clinton Presidential Records is
governed by the Presidential Records Act (PRA) (44 U.S.C. Chapter 22) and the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552, as amended) and therefore
records may be restricted in whole or in part in accordance with legal exemptions.

Copyright

Documents in this collection that were prepared by officials of the United States
government as part of their official duties are in the public domain. Researchers
are advised to consult the copyright law of the United States (Chapter 17 U.S.C.)
which governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted
material

Provenance

Official records of William Jefferson Clinton’s presidency are housed at the Clinton
Presidential Library and administered by the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) under the provisions of the Presidential Records Act (PRA).



Subject Headings

Terrorism
Terrorists

Person Names

Bin Laden, Osama, 1957-2011

Processed by

Staff Archivist, 2011. Previously restricted materials are added as they are
released.

Last Modified Date

2015-03-04

Container List

The following is a list of documents and folders processed in response to FOIA
2006-1700-F:

Box 1

Clinton Presidential Records: NSC Cable, Email, and Records Management System
NSC Email

Exchange-Record (Sept 97-Jan 01)

[Clarke, SRB, bin Laden, al-Qaedal]

[12/11/1997-10/26/1998] [OA/ID 620000]



[10/26/1998-06/28/1999] [OA/ID 620000]
[07/14/1999-03/07/2000] [OA/ID 620000]
[03/09/2000-11/07/2000] [OA/ID 620000]
Exchange-Non-Record (Mar 97-Jan 01)
[Clarke, SRB, bin Laden, al-Qaedal]
[09/29/1998-01/05/2001] [OA/ID 630000]
NSC Records Management System
[Clarke, SRB, bin Laden, al-Qaedal]
9805870 [OA/ID 2055]

9805874 [OA/ID 2055]

9805958 [OA/ID 2056]

9805961 [OA/ID 2056]

9806027 [OA/ID 2056]

9806576 [OA/ID 2060]

9806843 [OA/ID 2062]

9900181 [OA/ID 2706]

9901266 [OA/ID 2713]

9902885 [OA/ID 2724]

9903209 [OA/ID 2726]

9904222 [OA/ID 2732]

9904505 [OA/ID 2734]

9905235 [OA/ID 2739]

9905785 [OA/ID 2743]

9906524 [OA/ID 2747]

9907864 [OA/ID 2756]

9908157 [OA/ID 2758]

9909164 [OA/ID 2766]

0002388 [OA/ID 4085]

0004219 [OA/ID 4096]



