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Commemorating Courage: 
40th Anniversary of Desegregation of Central High 

 
 

This online exhibit revisits the history of the 1957 Central High crisis through select quotes from President 
Clinton's remarks at the 40th Anniversary Commemoration, an examination of the speechwriting process 
required to craft these remarks, documents, and images from the archives at the Clinton Presidential 
Library.  The exhibit also provides links to additional historical materials maintained by other institutions. 
 
** The items in bold within each framework standard are areas that will be emphasized during the 

presentation, other areas listed may possibly be addressed. 
 
 

United States History Since 1890 Frameworks 
 

 Investigate social, economic, and political effects of World War II on the American people from 
multiple perspectives using a variety of primary and secondary sources (e.g., rationing, internment 
camps, contributions of women and minorities, defense industry towns, African-American 
migration, farmer prosperity, G.I. Bill of Rights, employment of women)  

 Analyze the roles of individuals, groups, and the government in securing civil rights during the mid-
20th century using a variety of primary and secondary sources (e.g., minorities, women, NAACP, 
federal court cases, legislation, Twenty-fourth Amendment)  

 Analyze causes and effects of cultural changes on society in the United States (e.g., changing roles of 
women, forces of change on the nuclear family, suburbanization) 

 Analyze the technological transformation of post-World War II America (e.g., communication, 
information processing, transportation, energy production, medical technology)  

 Examine domestic policies of the federal government between 1945 and 1970 and the outcomes 
from multiple perspectives (e.g., New Frontier, Great Society, civil rights, social issues) 

 Examine continuity and change in domestic policies over multiple administrations since 1968 using 
a variety of primary and secondary sources 

 Analyze effects of domestic policies on Americans in various social and economic groups  (e.g., 
inflation, recession, taxes, unemployment, deficits, national debt, financial crisis, economic 
stimulus) 

 Analyze the effectiveness of citizens, institutions, and the government in addressing social and 
economic issues at the local, state, and national levels since 1968 (e.g., environmental concerns, 
deregulation, unemployment, homelessness, medical care, food insecurity) 

 Evaluate the impact of social, economic, technological, and cultural transformations in the United 
States from 1968 to the present (e.g., digital technology, Youth Movement, Equal Rights Movement, 
economic fluctuations, national debt crisis) 

https://clinton.presidentiallibraries.us/exhibits/show/central
https://clinton.presidentiallibraries.us/exhibits/show/central


For more information, visit our website at: https://www.clintonlibrary.gov/education/  

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: 

     https://www.facebook.com/ClintonPresLib/  

    @WJCLibrary 
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