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President Kovac: Let me express my g r a t i t u d e f o r t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o meet w i t h you. We are very much encouraged by 
your v i s i t . Let me begin by o f f e r i n g some reassurance: w i t h 
regard t o the t a l k s we had l a s t A p r i l , my country i s moving down 
the road t o democracy. We also are c o n t i n u i n g w i t h economic 
tr a n s f o r m a t i o n . Our aim i s t o b u i l d a w e l l - f u n c t i o n i n g market 
system w i t h p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e . S t i l l ahead i s the task of 
p r i v a t i z i n g the b i g s t a t e e n t e r p r i s e s . This process w i l l be 
d i f f i c u l t . But we t h i n k we can do i t w h i l e m a i n t a i n i n g 
s t a b i l i t y ; i t i s important t h a t we have maintained s o c i a l peace 
thus f a r . Successful reform o v e r a l l depends i n l a r g e p a r t on 
economic reform. '(̂ c;̂  

I would l i k e t o c l a r i f y a misunderstanding. The p o l i t i c a l 
s i t u a t i o n i n Slovakia i s sometimes sai d t o be unstable. Yes, 
there i s some s t a b i l i t y , but strong p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s are 
emerging. I want t o assure you t h a t the remaining problems do 
not cast, doubt on our o v e r a l l p o l i t i c a l and economic s i t u a t i o n . 
Slovakia i s governed by democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s and the r i g h t s of 
m i n o r i t i e s are protected. (Xĵ ) 

We very much appreciate U.S. a t t i t u d e s toward t h i s r e gion. We 
very much welcomed the message of Ambassador A l b r i g h t t h a t the 
s e c u r i t y of the region i s of d i r e c t concern t o the U.S. We see 
PFP as an important step; i t i s a s h i f t i n the q u a l i t y of 
cooperation on m i l i t a r y matters and paves the way f o r NATO 
membership. Slovakia sees t h i s as a great o p p o r t u n i t y . We are 
prepared t o sign up and t o p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y . We welcome 
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consu l t a t i o n s on the process of p a r t i c i p a t i o n and would l i k e t o 
move as q u i c k l y as possible. Slovakia i s ready t o be i n t e g r a t e d 
i n t o western s t r u c t u r e s . We r e a l i z e we have hard work ahead of 
us. We appreciate the f a c t t h a t the Partnership represents a 
process and provides f o r d i v e r s i t y ; p a r t i c i p a t i o n w i l l vary from 
country t o country. We recognize t h a t the Partnership represents 
a new commitment and we are confident t h a t Slovakia i s ready t o 
play a s t a b i l i z i n g r o l e i n the region. Our tensions w i t h Hungary 
w i l l not cause problems i n t h i s respect. We share common 
i n t e r e s t s w i t h Hungary and they overshadow our d i f f e r e n c e s . We 
both have a desire t o enter Western s t r u c t u r e s and NATO. 
Slovakia i s capable of being a r e l i a b l e p a r t n e r . 

We fully support U.S. engagement in Europe -- including the 
military. From the U.S., we expect assistance in political, 
security and economic spheres. We would appreciate if Slovakia —..^^ 
is not left out when Visegrad integration is discussed. On ^ ^ 
s e c u r i t y matters, we hope f o r a c t i v e assistance and are ready f o r 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Partnership. On economic matters, we want 
U.S. help on p r i v a t i z a t i o n and a t t r a c t i n g c a p i t a l investment. 

^ o 
The President: Thank you f o r your statement. On the 
Partnership, I thank you f o r your support and w i l l i n g n e s s t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e . I t sets i n motion a process t h a t can lead t o f u l l | 
NATO membership. I t i s a r e a l o f f e r of s e c u r i t y cooperation and JZH] 
t r a i n i n g , planning and ex e r c i s i n g w i t h NATO forces. I have j u s t 
removed a r e l i c of the Cold War which p r o h i b i t e d the t r a n s f e r of 
defense a r t i c l e s t o Slovakia. We want t h i s t o r e s u l t i n a r e a l 
p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h your country. pS«)„ 

On the p o l i t i c a l issues you mentioned, some people, perhaps by 
accident, f a i l e d t o mention Slovakia when r e f e r r i n g t o the ~ 0 
Visegrad c o u n t r i e s . I believe you are p a r t of t h i s group and 
w i l l be e s p e c i a l l y s e n s i t i v e t o t h i s issue. t ^ . ) ^ C_) 

On economic issues, I j u s t met i n Brussels w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s CD 
from many U.S. companies. I described the Partnership and what 
i t w i l l do t o promote s t a b i l i t y i n t h i s r e g i o n . I s a i d i t would o 
be prudent f o r U.S. companies t o i n v e s t here. We w i l l h old a TD 
s p e c i a l conference on trade and investment i n Central and Eastern 
Europe. OPIC also w i l l be expanded and become more a c t i v e i n the 
region. Yesterday, I met w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the European 
Union. I pointed out t h a t they have too many trade b a r r i e r s t o 
products from t h i s region. Both Europe and the U.S. need t o buy 
more from Central and Eastern Europe --we w i l l work on i t . fS^^ 

On the Partnership, I asked the NATO Secretary General t o 
announce t h a t he has asked General Joulwan t o develop plans f o r 
implementing the Partnership. I expect you w i l l hear from NATO 
i n the next few weeks. I f there i s any problem, please l e t my 
s t a f f know. CŜ î  

Prime M i n i s t e r Meciar: I t i s a great p r i v i l e g e t o meet you. I 
never doubted you would win the e l e c t i o n . I admire your a t t i t u d e 
and program. The world needs a new order. You are the winner i n 
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the b a t t l e between the superpowers. And you now have 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . We welcome you here. Your v i s i t i s an 
i n d i c a t i o n of the new order i n Europe. The Partnership i s an 
e x c e l l e n t program. We support your desire t o avoid drawing new 
d i v i d i n g l i n e s . And we welcome more b i l a t e r a l m i l i t a r y 
cooperation. The i n v i o l a b i l i t y of borders should be a basic 
g u i d e l i n e . Yugoslavia i s not j u s t a c o n f l i c t among et h n i c 
groups. We must respect i n d i v i d u a l and human r i g h t s . (b\J 

Our p a r t y i s very s i m i l a r t o your own --we are your small s i s t e r 
i n Europe. As f a r as economic p o l i c y i s concerned, your 
d e c l a r a t i o n s are very warmly welcomed. We need more U.S. 
business. Firms w i l l make p r o f i t s i n our country. And t h i s 
a c t i v i t y w i l l help i n t e n s i f y r e l a t i o n s . An important lesson of 
h i s t o r y i s t h a t those who are smaller look f o r a stronger 
brother. I n 1938, we looked t o B r i t a i n and France. But they 
betrayed us. Then the Germans came. Then the Russians came. So C; 
we t h i n k our proper partner i s the U.S. That's why we o f f e r our I 
f r i e n d s h i p and cooperation. You are g r e a t l y admired. Our J 
program i s close t o yours. We welcome your v i s i t as a new sign 
of cooperation. Next time please come t o Slovakia. 

President Kovac: I have a pleasant mission. We have an album 
about U.S. m i l i t a r y p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Slovak n a t i o n a l 
u p r i s i n g . Out of twenty o f f i c e r s , t h i r t e e n were k i l l e d . The I 
album has many photographs. Please accept t h i s as a sign of our ' ' 
respect. This year we celebrate the f i f t i e t h anniversary. I UD 
would l i k e t o repeat my i n v i t a t i o n t o you. I w i l l i n v i t e the ^ 
presidents of a l l the countries t h a t p a r t i c i p a t e d . Please come j > 
or send an envoy. (X) 

Secretary Christopher: Let me mention the s a n c t i t y of borders. 
A l l c o u n t r i e s i n the Partnership w i l l make a commitment t o TD 
respect e x i s t i n g borders. On democratic reforms, we admire the ZIZ 
steps you have taken. We would l i k e t o help governmental and CD 
non-governmental problems. We are launching a new program c a l l e d — | 
the Democracy Network, and we welcome your support. On economic CD 
issues, we r e c e n t l y signed a tax t r e a t y and want t o congratulate C~) 
you on the agreement w i t h the World Bank and IMF. These are O 
important formal steps toward investment. We now need t o take ~D 
in f o r m a l steps. We have great regard f o r the st a t e s of Eastern —< 
Europe - - as long as they pursue democratic and economic reforms. 
We play no f a v o r i t e s . Slovakia i s as important as any i n the 
region. We admire your commitment t o r e g i o n a l cooperation. We 
appreciate your responsive r e a c t i o n t o our i n i t i a t i v e s and we 
w i l l do our p a r t . ('tSJ 

The President: I come from a small s t a t e i n the U.S. A f t e r the 
r e v o l u t i o n s of 1848, Slovaks came and created Slovak. There are 
s t i l l some Slovaks i n t h i s small town. The p o l i t i c a l season i n 
Arkansas begins there. I t ' s o b l i g a t o r y f o r a l l p o l i t i c i a n s t o 
s t a r t t h ere. (̂S;̂) 
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