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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS TO THE PEOPLE OF OMAGH 

. OMAGH,.NORTHERN IRELAND 
SEPTEMBE~ 3, 1998 

Today I have returned for a second time to this land so deeply linked to my own. Today, I have 

come to Omagh [OH-muh] to grieve with you over the· bomb that killed 28 innocent people on 

August 15, searing the soul of this island. And i have come t~ look with you toward the 

daybreak that always follows the blackest dar~ess. 

When I came to Northern Ireland in 1995, I saw a place filled with promise. I came then with 

the conviction that a new beginning was possible. I will never forget the people I met and the 

crowds I saw. It was one of the finest moments of my presidency. It reaffirmed something I 

believe very deeply ... that our ability to talk and reason is at the core of what it means to be 

human.· 

I return today with equally firm convictions. I was appalled and 'angry to learn of the bombing. 

But I was inspired to see the people close ranks after the tragedy. We all knew there would be· 

challenges to this peace. This was the hardest challenge conceivable. But you responded with 

one v01ce. This peace will survive. It.is stronger than ever. 
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I have come to express my sympathy with the good people of Omagh ... the victims, their 

families, and the community at large. Sympathy and something more ... I want to share with 

you my determined refusal to let this cowardly crime rob you of the new history you chose for 

yourself this spring. 

What happened here on August 15 was unspeakable and incomprehensible. It defied reason ... · 

killing people told to go to the wrong place at the wrong time. It defied category, killing 

Catholics and Protestants, young and old, people from Northern Ireland, Ireland, and abroad . · .. 

men, women, and children · ... even those about to be born. It defied the wonderful, generous 

spirit of 1998 ... a year in which differences were tabled for the greater good, and people spoke 

out with a united purpose. 

It is time the few stop ruining the lives of the many. It is time those who hate stop bullying those 

who hope. A paradox I have never been able to solve is the fact that the mos~ generous, kind- . 

hearted, decent people on earth.have wasted so many lives and so many centuries on a conflict 

that has brought no one victory or happiness. That people so accustomed to the sounds of 

laughter and song should fii:d them drowned out by explosions, gunfire and sirens. That people 

s.o endowed with the gift of language should find their tongues stilled by fear and suspicion. 

Even as wars diminish, acts of terror continue and even escalate. They are co~mitted by selfish 

organizations with a stake in promoting murder and mayhem. Their actions are completely 

unacceptable. The bombing here was no exception. The authors of this atrocity were trying to 

kill the future. They live in the past. They belong ·in the past. They will stay in the past. 
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The people of Ireland have a history as proud as any people's. That bright heritage will always 

be with you. But the time has come to let go of your darker history. It is time for a new 
' 

beginning. You are so close. You have come so far. In three short years, what was dismissed as 

a pipe-dream has become reality. But the people have spoken out, and in so going, have given 

confidence to the party leaders, and to the rest of the world. You have renewed faith that 

decency can triumph over hatred ... that we humans are worthy of the great capacity for reason 

our Creator has given to us. 

America and Northern Ireland came together in tragedy last month, when terrorism robbed both 

of us of our finest people. The bombings in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam came only eight days 

before the bombing here. Today we are together again, resolved to punish those responsible, to 

triumph over fear, and to realize our higher potential. 

The greatest eulogy in my country's history was Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. A gruesome 

battle had just killed many thousands on.both sides, including large numbers of men who spent 

most of. their lives on this island. Many Americans wondered if we could continue as a ?ation. 

Lincoln spoke simply, and said that we had no choiCe ... that we had to go on and redeem the 

sacrifice, or the sacrifice would be even more incomprehensible. 

We must apply that clear thinking to the events that happened here. The best way we can make 

sense of what happened at Omagh - the only way we can make sense of this tragedy - is to build 

on it. 

,.~ . ' 
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The world will· not brook a descent into terror. Not in Africa. ·Not in Bosnia. Not in Northern 

Ireland. You have come too far to watch this peace slip away. Let the worst paramilitary attack 

in your history be the end of one era, and the beginning of another. Let these needless deaths . 

serve as the death knell of hatred and extremism. Let mindless violence be replaced by open-

minded.dialogue. This morning, the members of the Northern Ireland Assembly gathered at 
. . 

Stormont. I was proud to be there. This is your new history. 

. . ., 
Life will never be the same in Omagh. But it will go on. Since the bombing, one of the victims, 

Nicola Emery, has given birth to a healthy baby. I pray that baby will live a long and full life 

across the 21st c~ntury, p~oud'of a hometown that learned through tragedy the meaning of 

community. 

Let me close ~y quoting from a letter our ambassador in Dublin received froin Michael 

Gallagher of County Mayo. 

"You don't know me and you may not even get this letter, but after yesterday's tragedy, I just 

wanted to do something. I am 29 years old arid I am an Irishman to the very core of my being, 
. ~ . 

but throughout my life there has never been peace on this island. 

"I never realised how precious peace could be until my wife Martina gave birth to our daughter 

Aisling [ASH-ling] twenty months ago. We don't want her to grow up in a society that is 
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constantly waiti~g for' the next atrocity, the next bunch of young lives snuffed out.in a sea of 
' ·'" . . ' ' 

hatrt;!d and fear. 

"Aisling's name means "vision" or "dream" and we have a dream of what Ireland might be like 

when she grows up. Ireland could be a place where drea~s come true; where people would 

achieve things never imagined b~for~ arid wJ:iere people would not be afraid of their neighbours. 

Hopefully this can happen, but after yesterday one· has to wonder. 

" ... we know how much America has done for Ireland. All .we·:a.sk is ·t~at you all keep trying 

even when tiines are hard ... please keep 1re1and in mind beca~se .Aisli~g and all Irish children 

need to be able to dream." 

On behalf of all Americans, I pledge to Ashling. in M~yo. and Nicola's newborn here in Omagh 
. ' } . ' . . ~ - . 

that we will work with your parents to build this peace .. :· to make this island not only a place 

where people dream ... but;wh~re dreams can come tru~. 

### 

., 
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.Today I hav~ returned.for a second ti~e.to this land .so deeply linked\omy.own. ·Today, lhave 
"\.. .. 

~. ~· 

. come·to Omagh [OH-m~h]:to grieve with you over the b~mb:tha'.fkill 28 [tk]innocent-people ori 
' : '. . ~ ' ··r 

August 15. And I have come to look with you toward the daybreak that always follows. the 
' . ' ' . . . . . . 

blackest darkness. 
... .i.·-.-

. When I came to Northern Irelan4 in 1995, I saw a place filled with promise. I ca:me then ·with a 

naively American belief that a new begin~ing was possibl~. I will nev·er forget the pe.oplelmet· 

·and the crowds I saw. It was one of the fiQest moments of my presidency. It reaffirmed 
. . . .. . . . . . ...... 

something I believe very deeply ... that our ability to.talk and. reaso·n is at the core of.what it· 

means to be human. 

I return today a· little l~s& naive ... .'.but no less· commi~t~d to the peace we glimpsed this spring. 
. .· ... ,... . . . . . . . 

I have come to expr~s~· Arr_ierica's outrage and righle?us indignation. But perhap_s: "righteous" is 

. not the right word to use when: thete are afr~ady too ~~ny self.:appointed experts on the subje.ct .. . . . ... · ..... 

of Ireland. 

I'. 

M~re ·th~·n any~hing, I ~ave come to 6xpres~ my sirripie sympatliy for the peo~le of Om~gh : .. th~ · 
' ,.· . •. . .. ' ... 

victims, thei,r.farnilies,..a~~ .the cqmmunity at large. Sympathy and'. something niore ... I want to··~ 
• . ' ' 'r ' . . • ' ' •• 

·'· 

. ,. 

. .• ~ "" . 
.. . 

'· .. ·.· 
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shar~ with you my determined refusal to let this cowardly crime rob you of the new history you 
. • ·r . 

chose for yourself this spring. 

What happened here on August 15 was unspeakable and incomprehensible. Jt,defied logic ... a· 

paramilitary attack on the wrong people, in the wrong pla~e at the.wrong time. h defied the 

wonderful, generous spirit of 1998 ... ~year in which differences were tabled for the greater 

good, and people spoke out with one voice .. It defied what I know to be the true heart of the 

people of Northern Ireland and Ifelan'd. 

A paradox I have never been able to solve is the fact that the most generous, kind-hearted, decent 

people on earth hav~ wasted so many lives and so many ceQ.tur.ies on a war that has brought no 

one victory 'or happiness. That people so accustomed to the sounds of laughter and song should 

find them drowned out·by explosions; gunfire and sirens. That people so endowed with the gift 

of language should firid their ton·gues stilled by fear and suspicion. · 

We have recently observed that, even as wars diminish, acts of terror continue. ·They are usually 

committed by people who, for one reason or another, find progress threatening. The bombing 

here was no exception. The authors of this atrocity degraded everything that huma~ beings hold 

dear. They live in the past. They belong in the past. They will stay in the past. 

The Irish have a history as proud as any people's .. That bright heritage will always be with you.· 

But the time has come to let go of your darker history. It is time for a new beginn~ng. You are 

so close. You have come so far. In three short years, what was dismissed as a pipe-drear:n.has 
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become reality. You have renewed confidence that decency can triumph over hatred .. , that we 

humans are worthy of the great Capacity for reason our Creator has given to us. 

The greatest eulogy in my country's history was the Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. A gruesome 

battle had just killed many thousands on both sides, including large numbers of men who had 

spend their entire lives in Ireland and Northern Ireland. Many Americans wondered if we could 

continue as a nation. Lincoln spoke simply; and said that we had no choice .... that we had to go 

on and redeem the sacrifice, or the sacrifice would be even more incomprehensible. 

We must apply that clear thinking to the events that happened here. The best way we can make 

sense uf what happened at Omagh - the only way we .can make sense 'of this ~ragedy - is t~ build 

on it. 

The world will not brook a descent into terror. Not in Africa. Not in Bosnia. Not in Northern 

Ireland. We have come· too far to w.atch this peace slip away. That defeat would be. 

unacceptab_le. We will not let it h~ppeil. Let the worst paramilitary attack in your old history 

also be the last. This morning, the Northern Ireland Assembly met for the first time. I was proud 

to witness it. Your new history begins today. 

Life will never be the same in Omagh. But it will go on. Since the bombing, one of the.victims, 

Nicola Emery, has given birth to a healthy baby. I pray that baby will live a lorig and· full life 

across the 21st century, proud of a hometown that learned through tragedy the meaning of 

community. 
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. . . . 
Let me close by quoting a letter written to the U.S. embassy in Dublin. Michael Gallagher, from 

County Mayo, wrote to Ambassador Smith: 

"You don't know me and you may not even get this letter, but after yesterday'nragedy, I just 

wanted to do something. I am 29 years old and I am an Irishman to the very core of my being, 

but throughout my life there has never been peace on this island. 

I neyer realised how precious peace ~ould be until my wife Martina gave brith to our daughter 

Aisling twenty months ago. We don't want her to grow up in a society that is constantly waiting 

for the next atrocity, the next burich of young lives snuffed out in a sea of hat.red and fear. 

Aisliii.g's name means "vision" or ''dream" and:. we have a dream of what Ireland_rriight be like . ., 

when she grows up. Ireland could be a place where.dreams come true, where people would 

achieve things never imagined before and where people w,0uld not be afraid of their" neighbours. 

Hopefully this can happen, but after yesterday one has to wonder. . 

. . . we know how much America has done for Ireland. All we ask is that you all_keep trying even 

.. 
when times are hard ... please keep Ireland in mind because Aisling and all Irish children need to 

be able to dream." 
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·-
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On behalf of all Americans, I pledge that we will walk with you and.work with you to. build this 

peace ... to make this island:not only a piace where people dream ... but where dreams come 
~ . .. 

true. 

##'# . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DATE, TIME 
AND PLACE:· 

Telcon with British Prime Minister Blair 
(U) 

The President 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 

Notetakers: David Higgins, Tony Campanella, 
George Chastain, Jenny McGee, Chris Jansen 
and Ralph Sigler 

August 16, 1998, 7:51-8:04 p.m. EDT 
The Residence 

The President: Tony? (U) 

Prime Minister Blair: Hi, Bill. (U) 

The President: Tony. 
thinking about you. 

Well, I just called to tell you I was 
You've had a miserable day. (U) 

Prime Minister Blair: Yes, it's pretty grim. (U) 

The President: What the hell happened? Who did it? .Jr.er 

Prime Minister Blair: 

E.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d) 

The President: Do you believe the person who gave the warning 
made a mistake or did it deliberately? )Qr' 

Prime Minister Blair: The truth is, we don't know. ~ 

The President: Do you still want me to come? ,ke1" 
CON FI DE~lT IAL 
Classified by: Glyn T. Davies 
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E.0. 13526, section l.4(b )( d) 

Prime Minister Blair: (f) 
The President: It is probably more important now than before. 
You need to decide as time goes by if we need to visit the site 
and make a stop. ~) 

Prime ~~nister Blair: Absolutely. I've visited some of the 
victims and families tonight. It was pretty harrowing. ke1 

The President: Pretty tough, isn't it? __j.e'( 

Prime Minister Blair: Yes, it's an awful feeling -- completely 
-helpless. ~ 

The President: I just had to sit with all those people, with 
their families, who got murdered in Africa. There's nothing you 
can say, but it matters to them to know the leader of their 
country came to see them, so you did a good thing. Even if you 
felt like you have five thumbs.~ 

Prime Minister Blair:/ 

C--~------1 
The President: Can Gerry Adams help you get these people? J,.e-1( 

Prime Minister Blair: I 
'--~---------~-' 

The President: Do you think they will? They could do more good 
in less time by helping you get these guys. .!..Gt 

[

Prime Minister Blra_i_r_:_/-~-~-~~~~~~~~~~~--~--~//J 
!.... _______ __,/ 

The President: Did they condemn it at all? .),Q'r 

Prime Minister Blair:!,_ __________ __, 

The President: Not just Gerry Adams, but did the IRA condemn 
i_t? What do you want them to say? -fEt-

Prime Minister Blair: ~ 
.____.. _____ _____./ 

-EONE'I DEN 1' IAL E.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d) 
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E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

I 

The President: If who proposes? .f:.er 

Prime Minister Blair: 

The President: And they will agree? Both wi~l agree? You 
would like the IRA to say, look, what happened is a part of the 
past, it's all over, and if the chief constables can agree on 
new security measures, they will support them? I'll see what I 
can do. (..e(' 

Prime Minister Blair: ~ 

L--------~-~ 
The President: I think this is an opportunity for him, too. 

_).e)' 

I 
Prime Minister Blair: J 

The President: I've got it. I will get on this right away. I 
guess I'll have to wait until morning to call them, but I'll be 
up late tonight. ~ 

Prime Minister Blair: / 

The President: Okay. (.e} 

Prime Minister Blair: 

The President: Ninety people, 15 hardcore. Do they have a 
name? (..e1 

Prime Minister Blair: \ 

\ 

J 

CON~IDEM'l'IkL E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 
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The Pres.ident: All right I'll get on this. -4&r­
E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) I 

Prime Minister Blair: / 

The President: Okay, got it. j.$21 

Prime Minister Blair: Bill, how are you? J.>21 

The President: I've been up to my ass in this Africa bombing, 
because there's a lot more than meets the eye on what happened 
in Africa. If we were on a secure line, I could tell you more. 
But I'll see what I can do. I'll put Sandy on this tomorrow. 
I'll make some calls tomorrow. je( 

,__P_r_i_m_e __ M_i_·n __ i_s_t_e_r __ B_l_a~i-r_: __ I _________________________________ ~ 

The President: Damn right. .+€"} 

Prime Minister Blair: j 
I.._ __________________ ~---------------------------------~------;::.-~ __ -:..::.:.:=:--------------. I E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 
The President: If Sinn Fein really forms an alliance with the 
Unionists, that leaves the other group out. You'll have a 
localized version of what's happened around the world, where 
terrorists are not associated with or funded by governments. In 
this case, what you've got is a cell. ~ 

I don't know who's giving them money, but we're going to 
increasingly have to deal with terrorists with no ties to any 
nation-state, including Iran, if the precedent there keeps on 
track. But in the case of a lot of Middle East and African 
countries, we could be dealing with these people, like in those 
old James Bond movies with SPECTRE and Dr. No. We're going to 
have a twenty-first century version of those. J,21" 

We're already dealing with drug cartels. The Colombian Army has 
been defeated in battle four times in the last year with narco­
dealers. They do not have the physical capacity to extract 
these people. They don't engage in terrorism; they just kill 
people who get in the way of people making money. If you can 

CONl"IIJENTIAL 
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get somebody worth about 200 or 300 million bucks to operate 
this and earn enough money per year through stock earnings and 
interest accounts, and if you're prepared to spend it building 
an internati.onal network. -tcr 

Some of these guys earn enough money in terrorism and think, 
compared to whatever they get paid, it's more than they were 
making before. My worry is for all these IRA offshooots, 
isolated cells who were kept apart and were kept isolated from 
centralized control, that psychologically they may not be able 
to handle it. If what their real prospect is that they could 
lay down their arms and not go to jail and take low-paying jobs 
instead of terrorism, a lot of them may not be able to 

·psychologically handle going to work everyday and carrying a 
1 unchbox . yf 

What kind of psychological message are you sending to them? 
What kind of economic message? Have you had someone working on 
getting them college payments or job help? My worry is these 
people will think, "I cannot imagine leading this deadly dull 
life." I may be wrong, but I think these people personally 
cannot imagine living in a different way. If you're only 
dealing with 15 killers and 75 others in a support system, what 
thought can you give to offering them an interesting life? But 
I'm all into dull these days. I'm all for a little more dull. 
This really is a problem, Tony. ~ 

Prime Minister Blair: 
E.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d) 

The President: Absolutely, and infused with meaning. You ought 
to have a really smart person think about the psychological and 
economic dynamics about how they would spend their days, and do 
a concerted effort on persuading them how else they could spend 
their days. It may be B.S., but I think it's part of the 
problem and is worth thinking about. You've got a lot of 
brilliant people over there that could figure out a 
psychological campaign to deal with them specifically. You 
don't have much to lose and you might have some benefit from it. 
I will do these things you asked. I'm really sorry, Tony. I'm 
so sorry this happened. You know, I was afraid this would 
happen before the vote. I was afraid they might try to kill 
Gerry or David. jQf 

Prime Minister Blair: 
E.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d) 

COMFID6NTIM 
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The President: If you could bust these guys in a hurry, even 
pick up ju~t one or a couple of these guys. ~ 

Prime Minister Blair: We will try to do that. (;z( 

The President: Okay, I'll get on this. j,e1 

Prime Minister Blair: Best of luck to you, too. Goodbye. (U) 

The President: Thanks, man. Goodbye. (U) 

-- End of Conversation --

GO~lF I DEH':E' IAL 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO 

DECLASSIFIED UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE 
INTERAGENCY SECURITY CLASSIFICATION APPEALS PANEL, 
E.O. 13526, SECTION 5.3(b)(3) 

ISCAP APPEAL NO. 2013-090, document no. 34 
DECLASSIFICATION DATE: October 14, 2015 

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION. 

SUBJECT: Telcon with British Prime Minister Blair 

PARTICIPANTS: The President 
Prime Minister Blair 

Notetakers: Cindy Lawrence, Robin Rickarad, 
Matt Sibley, Joel Schrader, James Smith, Don 
Bandler and Lawrence Butler 

DATE, TIME 
AND PLACE: 

September 11, 1998, 4:33 p.m.-4:58 p.m. EDT 
Oval Office 

The President: Tony. How are you doing? (U) 

Prime Minister Blair: I'm fine. I'm fine. How are things? 
(U) 

The President: We're doing pretty good here. That's my gut, 
anyway. (U) 

Prime Minister Blair: I saw you on television; I thought you 
were pretty good, actually. (U) 

The President: This morning? (U) 

Prime Minister Blair: Yes. (U) 

The President: Yes, it was pretty good. It's coming together. 
(U) 

Prime Minister Blair: 
we're thinking of you. 

I think that is right really. 
(U) 

The President: Thanks. What's up? (U) 

Anyway, 

Prime Minister Blair: Two things. I wanted to update you on 
the Northern Ireland situation. J,e1 
CONFIDEN'l'IAL 
Reason: l.S(b,d) 
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lE.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d)I 

The President: Tell me where we are. J£') 

The President: In theory that is what they agreed to. Are they 
willing to do any kind of schedule? ..f.e'( 

Prime Minister Blair: / ~ 

The President: What is the main Sinn Fein argument against it? 
-+er 

Prime Minister Blair: 

The President: The IRA never disarmed and it can't look like 
the Unionists forcing them to do so? ,iZ)° 

~P_r __ i·m~e-~Mi_n_i_s_t_e_r~B--l~ai_r_=_f_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The President: Well, they made a deal, though. .+Gt 

Prime Minister Blair: f 

CONFIDENTIAL 
IE.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d)I 
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IE.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d)I 

The fact is there is a very 
good feeling in Northern Ireland right now. Your visit went 
very well. -tel 

The President: It was wonderful. -+€+-

Prime Minister Blair: 

Jhe President: I agree with that. Everybody is so up. The 
trip to the Irish Republic was unbelievable. There were 50,000 
in Limerick. Bertie is in a strong position to weigh in with 
Sinn Fein. ~ 

L[_P_r_i_m_e~M-i_n_i_s_t_e_r~_a_1_a_i_r_=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The President: 
about all the 

Let me ask you something. I've been thinkin 
ossible permutations and angles. 

\ E.O. 13526, section 1.4(d) 

Prime Minister Blair: J 

The President: I understand why the schedule is not enough. 
Then he is giving them something concrete that he can't take 
back and he is ettin something symbolic. 

\ E.O. 13526, section 1.4( d) 

Prime Minister Blair: / 

IE.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d)j 
CONFIDEU'fIPs:L 
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The President: Let me ask, I understand you announced that you 
will leave your army in the barracks while your police do the 
actual .patrols. Are they putting any pressure on you to make a 
symbolic withdrawal of British forces? .+er 

Prime Minister Blair: IL~~~~\E=·=0=.1=3=5=26='=s=ec=ti=o=n=l=.4=(b=)=~=)~l~~~__J 
The President: Would that matter to Gerry? Jim Steinberg 
doesn't think you could work a deal with him. I tried to 
him to ex lain to me what the roblem was 

E.O. 13526, section l.4(d) 

Prime Minister Blair: jE.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d)j 

The President: This is a big hang-up and they are not ready to 
cross the psychological divide. I understand and sympathize 
with them; I am kind of an expert in that. But they did make a 
deal. I wonder, it seems to me the biggest barrier was they 
have talked themselves into this position that is linguistically 
accurate, but politically unrealistic. ).C-r 

The deal said they would get in the Executive branch when they 
get the votes, and they would decorcunission in two years. They 
never disarmed, but here they would be disarmed to get something 
they are legally entitled to anyway. What if we could get the 
schedule out and there was a symbolic decommissioning, for 
something outside the agreement, so they would not look like 
they were coerced by the Unionists? -tef 

I E.O. 13526, section 1.4( d) 

Prime Minister Blair: 
!E.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d)J 

The President: Do you want me to raise this with him in a what­
if way? I won't tell him I talked to you about this . .+et-

COHFIDSNTIM 
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IE.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d)I 

Prime Minister Blair: J J 
\~~~~~~~~-
The President: Are there any other sort of permutations or 
circumstances that might permit them to do it? ..(.ef 

Prime Minister Blair: 

The President: When I talked to Bertie he thought he could take 
those guys down that did the Omagh bombing. I thought it would 
be sooner. I had the impression it was imminent when I left 
Ireland. ~ 

Prime Minister Blair: / ~ 

L_I -----------

\ 

The President: Of course they do. _l.G+-

Prime Minister Blair: \ 

The President: An actual arrest, even if it only just one 
person -- you've got 29 dead people there. It would be a real 
cou for Trimble. 

I E.O. 13526, section 1.4(d) 

argument you could make. J...G-r 

Prime Minister Blair:/ 

The President: Do you want me to raise that with him? ~ 

CONF'IDEN'fIAL !E.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d)I 



cmJFIDEN'f'IAL 6 

IE.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d)j 

I 

Prime Minister Blair: 

The President: I'll get on it. (;(j 

Prime Minister Blair:/ J 
The President: I agree. The chemistry is a lot better than 
what I thought. We coincidentally have a big Irish celebration 
here in about 30 minutes. They are applauding George Mitchell. 
I might nose around with some of the Sinn Fein supporters to see 
what I can do to nudge them a bit. These Americans still have a 
little bit· of influence because they have money. )2"( 

Prime Minister Blair: I 

'~~~~~~~~~~ 

I 

The President: Let's explore this idea -- arrests -- plus a 
schedule. ;ef 

Prime Minister Blair: 

The President: I bet you anything, if you explain that the arms 
thing is not a big deal because they have a stash, and they are 
easily replaced. Whereas, the arrest of people who murdered 29 
folks in a country that is so small would be a tangible act of 
good faith. I think disbanding the Real IRA was an act of good 
faith, but I am trying to work Trimble's politics around 
Gerry's. ~ 

Prime Minister Blair: J 
IE.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d)I 

The President: I agree. From Trimble's point of view, he is 
not asking for much. He is asking for something symbolic in 
return for something tangible. From Adams point of view, it is 
not such a good deal since he gets a year and a half in return 
for something he has a legal right to right now. Either you 
have to get Trimble to change by getting a different good deal, 
or get Adams to change. Jim Steinberg says we tried that latter 
course, and he didn't seem very excited about it. It might be 
worth going back to Adams and Bertie to see if they can't figure 
out how to identify who has done this. ~ 

Just because they disbanded, I don't think it is enough for 
those 29 people, that beautiful teenaged girl who was blinded, 

GQ)lFIDEN'fIAL 
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and the' other people. They need to arrest somebody anyway. 
Unless whoever did this left the country, but Bertie didn't 
think that was the case. Let us raise this with Sinn Fein, and 
I will have Jim Steinberg nose around with three to four of the 
most influential here today. ---f.€t-

Prime Minister Blair: 
IE.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d)j 

The ood news The President: Let me say a word about Russia. 
is they have a government, I E.0. 13526, section l.4(d) I 

I am glad 
that you are hosting this G-7 meeting and Russia will be able to 
be part of it. It think it would be a good idea to talk to them 
practically about the lessons learned from other countries with 
financial problems. I am to call Yeltsin now that he has 
Primakov in place . .-t-~~~~~~~~--, 

---=-~~~~~-,...._,,...~~-:---=~ 

The fundamenta problem 
was t ey pr1va ize proper y w1 putting in place the 
building blocks and that created a vacuum. All the oligarchs 
and mafia are shipping money out of the country. They want to 
come back with a solution that they can put old Humpty Dumpty 
back together again and they can't do that.~ 

On the other hand, it is equally true that there are 
international dimensions here. We have to rethink the IMF deal. 
It seems to me that we need to develop some sort of pro-growth 
strategy for the rest of the world. You have 40 percent of the 
world in recession now. In the end, you and I can't keep our 
growth going. I just want you to do anything you can to walk 
the Russians through this and maybe cut them a little slack on 
some of these macro issues, but hey, you have to build a 
skeleton before you can have the body of an economic power. You 
might want to call Yeltsin after this meeting. )ref" 

Prime Minister Blair: Yeah. ~ 

The President: But, I think we just have to get their attention 
on what they have to do, before it ever gets better there. We 
need to look at it in the context of a larger settlement. We 
have even considered paying for their space program for a year 
so their scientists don't go build rockets for someone else. 
The scientists on the board of the space program have not been 
paid for six months. It is unbelievable. I know you have more 
than you can say grace over, but to whatever extent you can tone 

COHFIDENTIAL 
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up that G-7 meeting and to call Yeltsin or Primakov when it is 
over. ;ef 

Prime Minister Blair: 

jE.O. 13526, section l.4(b)(d)j 

The President: I am going to give a speech in New York on 
Monday on the general outline of what we see. Deputy Finance 
Ministers in the G-21 have been working for over a year. We 
have the basis for some work. Maybe I can talk to you when you 
get here on the 21st. My instinct is that the G~7 should call 
for them to at least present recommendations to us and to get 
heads of state together and show some leg here. Bob Rubin 
continually cautions me that we don't want to unrealistically 
raise expectations if we don't know where we are going. ye1 

The fundamental di ffi_cul ty is that you can't get out of the fact 
that these countries have to do certain things. On the one 
hand, there is incredible fluidity in capital movements, while 
on the other hand there is a pro-growth strategy. If they are 
not willing to have the infrastructure, all this pro-growth 
strategy won't matter. If we get them juiced up again, the 
money will flow out and be in somebody's Swiss ·bank account. 
It's a tough knot to untie. The IMF tried to modify their 
approach in Indonesia, but it doesn't necessarily work in the 
context of massive, breathtakingly r~pid capital flow. ke") 

Prime Minister Blair: 

[E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d)I 

The President: I've reviewed what the G-21 people are working 
on. A lot of it is technical and arcane, but in aggregate it's 
pretty good stuff. It can make a big difference. It will 
remain arcane and complex and dense to the world as long as it 
is operating at the level of deputy finance ministers. My 
instinct is maybe we ought to talk next week before you come to 
New York and we do this conference, because maybe while we are 
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there we can make decisions and some scenario to elevate the 
visibility of this and to get world leaders involved. ke} 

Prime Minister Blair: llE.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d~I ~ 

·The President: It might help. Cardoso is cratering and is 
facing reelection in October. I am just sick about that. I 
think he will get reelected, but it will be tough. Let me do 
the Irish thing and you can chew on all of this. I think you 
should call Yeltsin after the meeting. Let's try to talk again 
on this. ~ 

Prime Minister Blair: Okay, Bill. (U} 

The President: Thanks again. Hillary and I had a wonderful 
time. (U) 

Prime Minister Blair: Good. All the best. (U) 

The President: Goodbye. (U) 

Prime Minister Blair: Bye, bye. (U) 

End of Conversation 
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7:00 am 
[11 00 pm I-Sr] 

7:25 am 

7:40 am 
[11:40 pm b.Slj 

TBD 
[TBD am EST) 

8:25 am 
[3:25 .1m ESTI 

Schedule of the President 
for 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 
Final Sdwdule 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT dE>p.uts Marriott l lotd via motorcade en ruute 
Vnukovo #2 Airport, Moscow, l~ussia 
(driw time: 25 minutes] 

THE PRESIDENT arrives Vnukovn #2 Airport, Moscow 

Greeters: Viktur Chcrnomyrdin, Ac:tini~ !'rime Minister 
Ambassador James Collins 

The President and the Erst Lady, accompanit!d by Acting Russian 
PrimL~ Minister Viktor Chemomyrdin, proceed down r~d carpet to 
plant>. 

THF.. PRESIDENT departs Vnukovo #2 Airport via Air Force One en 
route Belfast lntt'rnational Airport, Northern Ireland 
[flight time: 3 hours, 45 minutes, - 3 huurs] 

BRIEFING/SPEECH PREP 
AIR FORCE ONE 
Staff Contact: Maria Edrnvcste. Samuel Berger 

THE PRESIDENT arrivl"s Belfast International Airport 

Nole: Northern Ireland and Ireland are 5 hours ahead of Washington, 
DC. 

Crnctcrs: Prime Minister Tony Blair 
Ambassador Phil I .ader 
Lord O'Nt>il, Lord Lieutenant tif Antrim 
Ur. Marjorie Mowlam, Secretary of State, Northern Ireland 
Ki Fort, Consul General 
Ronnie Flanigan, Chief Coruulate. Royal Constabulary 
Stanley Thomas. Chairman of the Board, &lfa.<;t International 
Airport 
Paul Ket>hoe, General Manager, Belfa.-;t International Airport 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 



4:20 pm· 
5:20 pm 
[IL :roam-l2.20pm E5T! 

5:25 pm 

5:30 pm 

5:35 
5:50 

pm­
pm 

[12:l.5pm- li:.50pm EST] 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

REMARKS TO GATHERING 01: VICTIMS AND FAMILIES 
MAIN HALL 
Leisure Center 
Remarks: Ted Widnu•1· 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laura Craham 
Cl.OSED PRF.SS/ONLY TRANSCRIPT RELEASED 

Note: There will be 750 guests in attendance. 

PARTICIPANTS 

The rrHid .. nt 
'The fost Lldy 
1\mbol~s.1dnr Philip LA.h.r 
Georg., Mitd1ell 

Th'?' President and Fir">t Luly, Prime Minister and Mrs. Cherie Blair 
enter Main Hall. 

Pnme Ministi•r Tony 131air 1m\kcs brief rcm.uks. 

The President makes brief remark.'>. 

The President and First L1dy. Prime Minister and Mrs. Blair greet 
victims and their famfliP.s alun~~ a ropdinc. 

The President and First L.tdy depart 

THE PRESIDENT and The l'irst Lady depart Leisure Center via 
motorcade en route Market Street Bomb Site 
f drive tiint>: dpproxiinately 5 minutes] 

THE PRESIDENT ;md The First ! .ady arrive Market Street Bomb Sit(' 

Greeters: Prime Minister Tony' Blair 
Mrs. Cherie Blair 
John McKinne~', Town Executive 

WREATH LAYING AT MARKl!I STREl"T 
MARKET STREF.T BOMB SITE 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laura Graham 
POOL PRESS 

PARTICIPANTS 

The l'ruidenl 
The l'ir.it 1.-dy 

February 9, 1999 (9:26jlm} 
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5:55 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:05 pm-
6:50 pm 
ll f.6ptn-1 ~(\pm EST) 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

The Ptesident and tht! first Lady are escorted to site of car-bombing by 
Prime Minister and Mrs mair. 

The President unveils tht> pliH(Ul' pn~cnit'd on l)l•half of th1~ AmE>nnm 
people. 

The First Lady lays a floral tributt> at tht:' site. 

The President and First Lady, Pnnw MmistPr and Mrs. Blair pause for 
a moment of reflection. 

The President and Fir5t I .• uly, Pr:mc Mmish~r ;md Mrs. Ch~riP. Bl;ur 
depart. 

THE PRESlDENT and thl" First Lady depart Market Street Bomb Sil<' 
via motorcade en route Watterso~'s Drapery Shop 
{drive time: 5 minutes] 

Note: Prime Minister Tony Blair will use his own vehicle in the 
motorcade. 

THE PRESID:DlT and The Fil'st Lady arrive Watterson's Drapery Shop 

GREET RESCUE WQl(KERS 
W AITERSON'S DRAPERY SHOP 
Staff Contact: Sand;• Berger 
Event Cuurdinator: Laura Graham 
POOL PRESS 

Note; School children and the Omagh City Council will also be in 
attendance. 

l"ARTKlF/\N'fS 

The PtHld~nl 
TI11' fo,,t LaJy 
r\mN~~adnr PtulJ.p l.\•l~T 
W ilh111n Dalo!y 
kic:hard ttu..,. 
George> Mu.:hell 
Mana E.t:h.avcKlr 
Silmu€'l Berge1 
Meltiruu! V eTVt:!el' 

Mary Mel French 

The rn-sident 1md Prime Minister Ton}' Blair greet resC"ue 
work~rs. school child1~n and City Council mP.mbt>rs along n ropelin~. 

ThP PT~ldent ;.md First Lady J.iy ,, tloral tribute at the storefront. 

TI1e Pre~ident nml Fust Lad~·, P.rim1..· Minister ;md ~trs. Che1 ie lilalT dl•pnrl. 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am} 



6:55 pm 

7:05 pm 

7:15 pm 

7:35 pm 

7:45 pm 

7:55 pm 

8:00 pm-
8:10 pm 

Thursday. September 3, 1998 

THE PRESIDF.NT and the First Lady depart Market Street Bomb Site 
via motorcade en routr Omagh Athletic Field Landing Zone 
[drive' timr.: approximately 10 rni.nut<'s] 

Note: Prime Minister Tony Blair will use his own vehicle in the 
motorcade. 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady arrive Omagh Athl<'tk Fi('ld 
Landing Zonr 

THE PRESIDENT and. the First Lady depart Omagh Athletic Field via 
Marin4.." One rn route Rugby Field Landing 7onr, Armagh, Northern 
Ireland 
[flight time: 20 minutes] 

THE rRESIDfNT and the First ~ady <Urive Rugby Field Landing Zone, 
Armagh 

Greeter: Lord Li~utcnant of C.ount}' Tyrone 

THE PRESIDENT and the Hrst Lady depart l~ugby Field l .anding Zone 
via motorcade en route Outdoor Mall 
[drive time: 10 minutes] 

THE PRESIDENT and the Fir.<it Lady arrive Outtloor Mall 
POOL PRESS 

Grt..>etcrs: Mayor Robert Turner 
Mayoress Barbara Turner 
Lkputy Mayor Tum Canavan 
Mrs. Canavan 
Chir.f Executiw Debbie Mitchell 
~rs. Margaret Mib:hell 

GREET RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
TRAINING ROO~.f 
Building #19 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laura Graham 
OFFICIAi. PHOTO ONLY 

Note: There will be 4 guests in attendance. 
Note: The President will gre~t Sharon Haughey prior to announce, 
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8:15 
9:15 

pm­
pm 

(3:15pm-4:15pm t~"iT) 

9:25 pm 

Thursday, Septembl!f 3, 1998 

REMARKS TO "ARMAGH GA THF.RJNG J~OR PF.ACE" 
OUTTX)()R MALL 
Remarks: Ted Widmer 
Staff Contact: Scunuel Bergl'r 
Event Coordinator: Laura Graham 
OPEN PRESS 

Not~: There is a pre-program. 

l'AllTICll'ANTS 

The l'n!•itlenl 
Th<' First l..>dy 
G"'(lrg" M1td~!'ll 
lJekgatwm 

Off-stage announcement of First Minister David Trimble and First 
Deputy Minister Seamus Malkin and Mo Mowlilm, Secretary for 
Northern Ireland (T). 

OH-st.age illlllounccmcnt of the President and the Erst Lad)'. 
acrnmpanied by Prime Minister Tony Blair, Mayor Robl?rt TtlwnL'Y and 
Sharon l Jaughey. 

Armagh Girls Interfaith Choir performs. 

Mayor Ro~rt Tuwncy makes remarks and intrm1uces Prime Minister 
Tony Blair {T). 

Prime Minister Tony Blair makE:'S remark'> and introduces first Minister 
David Trimble. 

first Minister David Tnmhlc makes remarks and inlroduces first 
Deputy Minister Seamus Mallon. 

Fin•t Deputy Minister ~amus Mallon makes remarks and mtrodun:•s 
Sharon Haughey. 

Sharon Haur,ht?y makl!S remarks and introduces the President. 

The President makes remark5. 

The President and Prime Mini.i;t:er Tol\y Blair work a ropeline 
and depart. 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Cady depart Outdoor Mall via 
motorcade en route Rugby Field Landing Zone, Armagh 
(drive time: 10 minutes] 
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9:35 pm 

9:45 pm 

10:25 pm 

10:35 pm 

10:40 pm 

HC'/HRC l~ON 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady arrive Rugby FiC"ld landing Zone 

Note: The Prime Minister and Mrs. Cherie Blair will bid farewell at 
this lime. 

THE PltfSIDF.NT and the First Lady depart Rugby Field Landi11g Zone 
via Marine One en route Phoenix I.anding Zone, Dublin, Ireland 
[flight time: 40 minutes] 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady arrive Phoenix Park Landing Zune 

Greeters: T a0Lo;ead1 Bl!rtic Ahem 
Celia Lukin 
Deputy Prime Minister Mary J larney 
Foreit~n MinL'>ter Andrews 
Mrs. Andrews 
Scan O'Huiginn, Amba.'i.'iadnr to the United St.ates 
Mrs. O'Huit:inn 
Ambas.sador Jean Kc?nncdy-Smith 
Antoin Mac Unfraidh, Chief of Protocol 
f:.amonn Mornn, General M1mager, Dublin AirpDrt 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady depart Phoenix Park Landing 
Zon(' via motorcade en route Ambassador's Residence 
[drive time: 5 minutes) 

THE PRESllJl~NT <lnd the First Lady arrive Ambassador's R~sidence 

AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE 
DUBLIN, IRELAND 

Februart 9, 1999 {9:26am) 



8:40 am 

9:10 am 

9:15 am .. 
9:35 am 
(-1 15 ,un-1 ]:> .sm l:Sl] 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

THE PRl~Sll>ENT departs Belfast International Airport via moton:aue 
en rouh' Parliamr-nl Building 
[drive time: JO minutes] 

Note: l'rime Minister Tony Blair will use his own vehicle in the 
motorcadl'. 

THE PRESIDENT arrives Parliament Building 
POOL J>IUiSS 

Greeters: Primt" Minl.">ter Tony Blair 
Uavid Trimble, First Minister, Northern Ireland Assembly 
St>arnus Mallon, Deputy First Minister, ~orthern Ireland 
As!>embly 

The President grPf't.'i Prime .Minister Tony Blair at the bottom of the 
steps and they proceed tngE>thl?r to scwnd landing to greet Mr. Trimble 
and ~fr Mallon. 

The President, accompamcd by Prime Ministel' 81air, Mr. Trimble, and 
Mr. Mallon proceed lo top of stam;. pause for a photof;ntph aml 
proceed into room. 

The President is grepl:ed b~· Lord Alderdice and signs the guest book. 

MEETING WITH FIRST MINISTER DAVID TRIMBLE AND 
DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER SF.AMUS MALLON 
ROOM#106 
f'ilrhament Buildil\g 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: l . .aura Graham 
OFFICIAL PHOTO ONLY 

United States Northem Ireland 

The Pre~ldent Dilvid Tumble . 
Mari.I EJL<1~·.-~U. Seamu. .. Mallon 
~mu.-1 fl<'rg"r 
J-'""'" St...mb..ri; 

Great Britain 

t'nme MinistL'T Tony 
Blollt 

Mo M<>wlam 
ioh11 tfolnws 
;un..th.m Puw.-U 
.l\ILSl('r C'lmpbdl 

The President proceeds tu RDom #106 tor meeting. 

Upon t:ondusion of rnt~cling,.the President proceeds to Hallway and 
greets the United States CongrP.S.-;iunal Dt!legation. 
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9:40 am-
9:45 am 
[4:40 am-.J.45 IUll EST) 

Thursday, September 3, t998 

GREET UNITED STATES CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 
HALLWAY 
Parliament Building 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger, Larry Stein 
Event Cuur<linator; Laura Graham 
OFFJCJAT. PHOTO ONLY 

l'AR11Cll'A!'l.'TS 

The Pruidornl 
Amb.auadur Phi.lip Lsdt>r 
~fan11 r~h.llv.-stc 

William Dat ... y 
Rktt.rd llilL'Y 
Ceorg4'! M1to:hell 
MMnbc:rs nt t:nngn"» 
Ka Furt. C0t~ul Gt>ner.ll 
Antnny Blmkrn 
Larry BuUer 
Jim Lyons 

After greeting the Uelegation, the President proceeds to meet and greet 
Nurt}mrn Ireland Assembly ~embers. 

Note: Members of the United States Congressional Delegation 
follow the President into Room 119. 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 
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9:50 am-
10:50 am 
f4:,ill •m-~:.5n ,,m Bl·; 

11:05 am 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

GRF.E'f NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY MEMBERS 
ROOM 119, LONG GALLERY 
Parliament BuildiJlg 
Rt~marks: David Halperin 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coon.fin.Hor I.aura Graham 
OFFICIAl PHOTO ONt Y/HOST TV (AT THE TOP) 

Sote: The Host TV will only be present for the first pod. 

i> ART!UPANTS 

The Preeillent 
Ambusiluor l'hdip l..aJ<!r 
~fa ra.t E:.:h.wesle 
Ki Furt, Cuzu.ul t;cm•rdl 
Willi.im D.ll<'y 
1Udt<1ru Riley 
Cf"<"Jrg"" Mit;-ht"'I: 
M"ml-er~ of Co11i;1~&s 
!:idmu<!l Bt.rg"r 
).\mo>$ Str-111),..rg 
Jim Lyuz~ 
l.111] Hutl•'r (nnt1•t,,l<t•r) 

On-stage announcement of the President, accompanied by Pnme 
Minister Tm1y Bliiir, by the Lord Aldcrdice. 

The President and !'rime .\1inister Tony Blair meet and greet with 
Asseml.tly Members separately. 

T .oru /\ldrr<licr thanks the rresident and Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

The President and Prime r-.·tillister Tony Blair depart. 

Note: After the President departs the bulding, Members of the 
Assembly and the United Stares Delegation depart the 
Parliament Building and board buses for Watenront Hall. 

THE PRESIDENT departs Parliament Building en route Waterfront 
Hall 
[drive time: 10 minutes] 

Note: Prime Minister Tony Blair will use his own vehicle in the 
motorcade. 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 
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11:15 am 

11:20 am-
11 ::15 am 
!6:20 iUlt-6:3!'> am ESTl 

11:40 am-
11:50 am 

THF. PRESIDENT arrives Waterfront l lall 
POOL PRESS 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

Note: There will be 500 guests outside on arrival. 
Note: Staff members will hold in the motorcade until the President 

proceeds inside. 

Greeters: l"'rime ~·1inister Tlmy Tilair 
Lord l\fayor David Alderdice, City of Belfast 
James Elliot Wilson, Loni Lieutenant Culond of BeHasl 
Sheriff of Belfast 

The President pron't>ds inside and signs the guest book. 

MEET AND GREET WITH JOUN HUME 
BTSTl:DIO 
Waterfront Hall 
Staff Contact Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laura Graham 
OFFICIAL PHOTO ONLY 

Note: There will be 14 gucstR in attendance. 

PARTICIPANTS 

The l're•idotnt 
Amb>l!>Mdor Phillip 1.,..1.t<'r 
Ki fort 
WiU....mD.1Jey 
Richiml Rile)• 
M.-rld Edtav.>!olt! 
Samu .. J lk-rger 
(,tul<!s SM11!.lt'rg 

Upnn cnndu.•;ion of mel-!t and ~rt'<!t, the President pro«.-cds to holding 
room. 

HOLD 
WATERFRONT HALL 

Note: This hold is ne(essary to allow assembly and delegation 
members additional time to arrive in a separate motorcade and 
take their seats. 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 
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12:00 pm-
1:00 pm 
17:00 .un-11 00 .1m E.5TJ 

1:15 pm 

Thursday, Septembef 3, 1998 

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE AND ASSEMBl.Y OF NORTHERN 
IRELAND 
~AIN AUDITORIUM 
W.ltNfront Hall 
Remarks: Antony Blink~n 
Staff Contact: Sarnui:-1 Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laura Graham 
OPEN PRESS 

Note: There will be approximately 1,800 guests in attendance . 

. r ART!Clr ANTS 

The Preeident 
.l'hr ~i .. t 1.-idy 
Amoos.s.\dN Pl11lhp L.i.t1•r 
Ki fort 
WLlll<lm[').;,]py 

r~ichard Riley 
Ceo1ge Mildtell 
Members ill Conin.-u 
M<1n;i Echo\ves1e 
!:iamu1<l 8"'ri:;..r 
MirhaL"l Mccurry 
Doug Sosruk 
i"ttelann~ Vcn-et .. r 

M;irsho\ 0.•rry 
0111.rles Br'1111 
Joe I .ockhar1 
Ja.mei1 Sleu1bup; 
Rt>NI Fribt.-rg 
Ant<:>ny Blirll.<>n 

On-stage annourn:ernent of the President, Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
David Trimble, Seamus Mallon, and Lord Mayor David Aldcrdice. 

Lon.I Mayor David Alderdice makes brief wekoming remarks and 
introduces Prime Mini'iter Tony Blair. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair makes brief welcoming remarks and 
intrl)duccs Seamus Mallon. 

Seamus Mallon makes brief welrnmmg rtomark5 and introduces David 
Trimble. 

David Trimble makes brief remarks and mtroduces the President 

The President makes remarks, works a ropelme and departs. 

THE PRESIDENT departs Waterfront Hall en route Springvale 
Educational Village 
[drive time: 20 minutes] 
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1:35 

1:40 
2:25 

pm 

pm­
pm 

[!1·40 am-9-:75 ~m EST] 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT arrives Springvale Educational Village 

Greeters: Professor Trevor Smith, Vin-! Chancellor, University of Ulster 
Professor Patrick Murphy, Chairman, Belfast lnstiture nf 
Higher EJucatiun 

UNIVERSITY GROUND BREAKING CERIMONY 
OUTl:XX.)l~ TENT 
Springvale Educational Village 
I<emarks: David Halperin 
Staff Contact: Samuel l11~rger 
Event Coordinator: L<1ura Graham 
POOL PRESS 

Note: There is a pre-program. 
Note: There will be 150 guests in attendance. 

l'ARTICIPAN'"TS 

Th• Prt&ldtnt 
TI1e Fi.rel I...i.1)1 
AmbaSS11dnr l'hihp L.ldcr 
Ki Fort 
Wi.lli.amDa.1 .. y 
l~i('hilm Riley 
G4'1.ng" Mitdwll 
Mt'mhl"l'5 ("of C'oogn.>N 
GeorK" Mitdw.U 
Maria l:.Ch.\vl"\Stc 
~muel 'Berg!!r 
Mi<:ha._.J Mi:Curry 

[\.'.>ugSosruk 
M.,Janne Vervfi'l' 
K11ty I liggin~ 
Ma.no Mel Fn"nCh 
Nan:-y Sod('rl>;.>rg 
],UU('8 L)'O<lll 

Anthony Wayne 
MrusM Berry 
Chad ... .s8r4m 
]oc Lockh.1rt 
)4<1"'-" Stt>inbcrg 
RnM Ftt1be1~ 
Antony 81inken 

February 9, 1999 (9:26aml 
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2:35 
2:45 

pm­
pm 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

Off-stage announcement of Mo Mowlam, Secretary for Northi,>rn 
Irnland, Lord Twvor Smith, Vin"' Chanecllor. University of Ulster, and 
ProfE:OSsor Patnck Murphy, Chairm11n, Belfast Institute of Higher 
Education. 

Off-stilge annmmccm1•11t of the President and thE:' First T..ldy, 
accompanied by Prime Mmistpr and ~rs. Blair, Gerrard Quinn, 
Student •mt.I Margaret (.;iverney, Shtd1•nt. 

Mo Mow lam makes brief remark.<> and introduces the First Lady 

The First Lady makt:>s brief remarks and inhoduces Gerrard Quinn. 

Gerrard Quinn introduces Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

Prime MinistPr Tony Bl.lir makes remarks and introdurns Marr,aret 
Givemt-y. 

Margaret Givcrncy introduce.'> the rre5ident. 

The Pre5ident mak~ remarks. 

The President. !'rime Minister Tony Blair, Gerrard Quinn and 
Margart:>t Giv!"'rnl"'y, pnxccd.off-stage. 

The students begin the groundbr!!aking. 

The rresident am) Prime ~1inister lony Blair Tevpa[ plaqul!. 

The President and Prime 1.Hnister 'fon}' 1Sl4'iJ work a ropelin~ and 
depart. 

Note: Upon conclusion of remarks, the Congressional and Cabinet 
Delegation will proceed via bus to Armagh for separate 
schedule. 

GREET VIP STAGE PARTICJPANTS 
BACKSTAGE AREA 
Springvale Educational Village 
St.1ff Contact: Samuel Berg~~r 
Event Coordinator: Laura Grnham 
OFFICIAi. PHOTO ONl.Y 

Note: There will be 10 guests in attendam:e. 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 
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2:50 pm 

'.l:OO pm 

3:20 pm 

3:55 pm 

4:05 pm 

4:15 pm 

Thursday, September 3, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT and. the First Lady depart Springvale Edm:ation<1l 
h-u:ility via motorcade en route Belfast Airport 
[drive time: 10 minutes] 

Note: Prime Minister Tony Blair will use his own vehicle in the 
motorl'.ade. 

THF. PRESIDENT and the Firnt L<~dy arrive Belfast Airport 

Note: The President will greet 30 Embassy/Consulate Staff and their 
families on the tarmac. 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady depart Belfast Airport via Marin(' 
One en route Omagh Ath!et1c field I .• mding Zone, Omagh, Northern 
Ireland 
[flight time: 35 minute!:!) 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady arrive Omagh Athletic Field 
Landing Zone 

GtL>cters: Lord Lieutenant Duke of Abrnrnrn 
Du(; lrns.<; of A bn!cOm 

THE PRESIDENT and the First L.:ady d('part Omagh Athletic Field 
Landing Zon(' via motorcade en route Leisure Center 
[drive time: 10 minutes] 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady arrh•e Leisure Center 

Greeters: Prime Minister Tony Blair 
MrS. Ch~ric Blair 
Mayur Df Omagh 
Vke Chair, Omagh Town Council 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 



9:~0 arn-
9:45 am 
[4·J(J ilm-4:45 .:im 1-:Sll 

9:45 am-
10:15 <lOl 

HJ:2l1 am 

10:40 am 

10:45 am-
10:55 am 
[5.45 11.111-5:55 am EST] 

Schedule of the President 
for 

Friday, September 4, 1998 
1-'itlal Schedule 

BRIEH:--.lG 
DINING ROOM 
Ambassador's Residence 
Staff Contact Maria Echaveste 

BRIF.FING 
DINING ROOM 
Ambassador's Residence 
Staff Cnntact: Samuel Berg€'r 

Friday, September 4, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT dE>parts Ambassador's Resid~~ncc via motorcade en 
rnutc Government Buildings 
[driVl' time: 20 minutes] 

THE PRESIDENT arrives Goverrune11t Buildings 
POOL PRF.SS 

Greeter: Taoiseach Berti!;! Alu~m 

GREET IRISH TAOISEACH BERTlF. AHERN 
T AOISEACI l AHERN'S OFFICE 
Government Buildings 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Evt>nt Coordinator: Laura Graham 
POOL SPRAY (AT THE TOP) 

United Sta~s Ireland 

The President Taoiseach Bertie Ahern 

The President proceeds upstairs to Taoiseach Ahern's ofhn'. 

The President s1r,ns the guc-St book and pauses for a photograph with 
Taoisseach Ahern~ 

February 9, 1999 {9:2fiam) 



11:00 am-
11:30 am 
[6:00 .un-6:'.!.0 am EST! 

11:45 am 

11:55 am 

Friday,Saptember~1998 

MEETING WITH IRISH TAOISEACH BERTIE AHERN 
CONFERENCE ROOM 
Governm('nt Buildings 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laura Graham 
OFFlClAI. PHOTO ONLY 

Pi\RTIClrANT~ 

The l"tt1ident 
Aml1t1ssado1 )ti>~n l<rnnrJv Snulh 
!Sec. Richard R.l.,y • 
S.C-..:. WilliAm Da lr·v 
Cieurge M1b:h..ll • 
Maria l~hav~'5'1r. 
S..muel Berger 
l<1ml"!I St .. inbrr~ 
Larry Bull..r (n<)1"'taker) 

Note: Prior to departure, the !>resident will greet approximately 15 members 
of Taoiscach Ahem's staff. 

THE PRESIDENT deparl"l Government Offices via motorcade en route 
Royal College of Surgeons 
[drive time: 5 minutes) 

THE PRESIDENT arrives Royal College of Surgeons 

Greeter: Barry O'Donnell, President, Royal College of Surgeons 

Note: The First Lady will rejoin the President at this time. 

February 9, 1999 (9:20am) 
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12:00 pm-
12:30 pm 
(7:00am·7:.lUam 1sr: 

BRIEF REMARKS TO LUNCll IU-:CEPTION 
CONFERENCE ROOM 
Royal College of Surg<'!ons 
Remarks: Ted Widmer 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laur.l Graham 
POOL PRESS 

Fnd1:f, September 4, 1998 

Note: Remarks will be fed into College Hall for lunch guests. 
Note: There wiU be 500 guests bl attendance. 
Note: The lunch Reception requires business attire. 

PARTICIPANTS 

The P~•idf'nt 
Th,. fint Lady 

On-stage announcement of the Pre11ident and the First Lady, 
accompanied by Taoiseach Bertie Ahern and Celia Larkin. 

Taoi.SE"ach BerhP Ahem makes brief remark.<; and introdue<.'S the 
President. 

The President makes brief TPmarks. 

The Pre11ident and Taoiscach Bernt> Ahern work a ropclin~ and depart. 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 



12:45 
2:15 

pm­
pm 

17:.,S am-9:15 "m EST] 

Friday, September 4, 1998 

LUNCH WITH IRISH T AOISl:ACH BERTIE AHERN 
COLLEGE HALL 
Royal College of Surgeons 
Remarks: Tell Widmer 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laura Gr;iham 
OFFICIAL PHOTO ONl.Y 

Note: There will be 2CK> guests in attendance. 

l' AKHCIPA!'lo"TS 

The l"n!tidll'nt 
Thit Finl Lady 
Amhft$8'\dor Ji;-an K<'nneJy Snulh 
William D.sl.c)' 
Rkhard Riley 
George M1tchl"ll 
MP11'1J..o.r5 nf Cllngr,...., 

Geurge M1lchcll 
M.iria Echavc5te 

S41nuel Be1gcr 
Kitty Higgins 
Nan•-y S<ui•'rl><-r~ 
J :lllW!!I L >'Ul15 

Anthony ~V;iy:ru' 
James Sbeinbt.r1:1 
Ron.a Frie-berg 
I.any ButlL'T (noletali.l!T) 

On-stage annL>um:ement of the President and the First Lady, 
accompamed by Taoi.w.ach Bertie Ahem and CP-lia Larkin. 

The Prt..'Sidenl and Taoisearli Bertie Ahern proceed to their seats at the 
head table. 

The First 1..ady and Celli.\ Larkin prorepd to their s.c..lts al a sepualc head 
t.lble. 

Taoi.seach Bertie Ahem di?livcrs toast from head table (standing 
microphone). 

The President delivers a reciprocal toa.1tt frum head table (standing 
microphont>). 

Lunch is served. 

Upon conclu.c;ion of lunch, The Pre5ident and the First Lady depart. 

Note: The First Lady will depart separately. 

Grl!t!ters: Vice Chancc11or TBD, RnyaJ Colle~ uf Surgeons 
Regi~trar TBD, Royal College of Surgeons 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 
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2:20 pm 

2:50 pm 

2:55 pm-
3:20 pm 
(Y:SS am-10:20 am EST] 

3:25 pm-
3:30 pm 

Friday, Septembef 4, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT departs Royal College of Surgeons en route Gateway 
Facility 
[drive time: :\0 minutes] 

THE PRESIDE.NT arrive Gateway Facility 

Greeters: Ted Waitt, Chief Executive Officer, Gateway 
Supervisor TBD 

TOUR OF GATEWAY FACILITY 
MULTI-LINGUAL TELESERVICE AND OPERATIONS CENTER 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laura Graham 
OFHOAL PHOTO ONLY (TELESERVICE CENTER) 
POOL PRESS (OPERATIONS C'ENTER) 

HOLD 

PARTICIPANTS 

The Pretidenl 
The Fmt Lady 
Wtlh.mDal~ 
Maria Echit.v~te 
Silmuel BergPr 

The President and Irish Taoi.seach Bertie Ahern are led on a tour of the 
Teleservice Center by Gateway CEO Ted Waitt and Supervisor TBD. 
omCIAL PHOTO ONLY 

The Pr~ident and Irish Tauiseach Bertie Ahem are led on cl tour of the 
Operations Center by Gateway CEO Ted Waitt and Supervisor TBD. 
POOL PRESS 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 
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3:35 pm-
4:35 pm 
(10 JS ilnt-11:35 ;im ESTJ 

4:40 pm 

5:00 pm 

5:05 pm-
5:10 pm 

REMARKS ON ECONOMIC PROSPERITY 
F ACl'ORY FLOOR 
Gateway Facih ty 
Remarks: Ted Widmer 
Staff Contact: Samu~l Berger 
Event Coordinator: I.aura Grahctm 
OPEN PRESS 

Note; There will be 2,0UO guests in attendance. 

PARTIC-ll'AN"!S 

The rrcsid .. nl 

Ddeg;thon 

Friday, September 4, 1998 

Off-stage announcement of lhll' Pre5ident arrnmpanied by Taoiseach 
Bertie Ahern, Tt!d WiJitt tmd.Supervi.sor TBD. 

Ted ~V;sitt, Chief faPrntive Officer, Gateway makes brief welcoming 
remarks and invites the President antl lri-;h TiJoiscach Bertie Ahern to 
computer table. 

The President and Iri.'>h 'fao.i.scach Bertie Ahem proceed to computers 
and swipe Smart Cards to sign document digitally. 

Trish TaoisE:>a("h Iw.rtie Ahern•makes brief remarks and introduces the 
President. 

The President inakL"S rem.uks, works a ropt>line and dE:>parts. 

THE PRESIDENT departs Gateway Facility via motorcade en route 
Ambassador's Residence 
[drive time: 20 minutes] 

THE PUESJDENT arriv('S Ambassador's Residence 

Note: The First Lady will join the President at this time. 

EMBASSY MARINF. PHOTOGRAPHS 
HALLWAY 
Ambassador's Rcsidrncr. 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger . 
Event Coordinator: 1.aur.l Graham 
OFFIOAL PHOTO ONLY 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 
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5:15 
6:00 

pm­
pm 

IJ2:15 pm-1 00 pm E'ST] 

REMARKS TO F.MBASSY STAFF AND FAMILIES 
OUTDOOR TENT 
Ambassa<lor's [~esidem:e 
Remarks: Mattht:'w Gobush 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Ewnt Coordin."ltor: Laura Crnham 
on~ICIAI. PHOTO ONLY 

Note: There wil1be350 guests in attendance. 

l:'AIUlt:ll'AN'IS 

T11t Pneldenl 
rh .. fint Lady 
Amb..o;<iildnr J.,1111 Kmn<'dy Smith 
William Dale-y 
Rkh>ll\i Rskiy 
Goorg"' Mill:h..11 
)'.f('fni..-nc of{" ongf('~~ 
Mari.II EchllVl!!ltl!' 
Samul"I lk-JgC"J 
Mo::hal!'l t.kCurry 
DnugSn•mk 
~{1!llll\l'11! Vl!'l'Vt'l!r 

Ki tty Higgirui 
:'.for)' Ml'I Frcn.:11 
~ nr.cy SoJcrberi 
J.iml"& Lynn$ 
:'.fa.re Grow11.u1 
Marsha l!cl"I')' 

Charle~ 6raUl 
Joe k.:kl>i171 
)llml!'!I Stt-inbi.'l'g 
RoNFneberg 

Friday, Saptember4, 1998 

OH-stage announcement of the President and the First Lady, 
aC'rnmpanied by Ambassador ]t'an Kenm~dy-Smith and Senator Joseph 
Bi den. 

Ambas.'Mldor Jean Kennedy-Smith makl:'5 rt>marks and introduces Senator 
Joseph Biden. · 

Senator Joseph Biden make.'> n~mark,. and introduces the First Lady. 

The first Lady makes remarks and introduces the President. 

The President makE>s rf:!111ark.1;, work.it a ropeline, and departs. 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 

C I 1 n ';. o "' L • o r a r y Pt• u t o c o o ,. 



6:05 pm-
6:50 pm 
ll:CIS pm· 1:50 pm P ... <>n 

7:00 pm-
7:30 pm 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

BRIEFING/f APE RADIO ADDRESS 
VINING ROOl\-1 
Ambassador's Residencl" 
Remark.c;: Antony Blink<>n 
Staff Contact: Ann Lt!wis, Julianne Cor~tt 
CLOSED PRESS 

Friday, September 4, 1998 

Note: Open to Congressional Delegation members. 

HOLD 

Upon conclusion of taping, the Pn.~idcnt and thl! First 1.ady m1•L•t and 
greet guests and depart. 

THE PRESIDENT aml the First L<ldy depart Ambassador's Re.c;idc>ncc via 
motorcade en route Dublin International Airport 
[drive time: 20 minutes] 

THE PRESIDENT and the flrst l.<ldy arrive Dublin lnLernaLicmal Airport 

THE PRESIDENT and the First lady depart Dublin International Airport 
vi<t Air furce One en route Shannon Air1)ort, Ireland 
[flight time: 45 minutes) 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady arrive Shannon Airport 

Grot?ters: Irish Protornl 
(AFl) 

(Ground) laoiseach Bertie Ahem 
Ms. Celia Larkin 
Others'IBD 

Upon arrival. the President and th!! First Lady are greeted abou<l Air 
Force One by Irish Protocol Officer. 

The President and the First Lady proceed down stairs and ar<" greeted 
by Taoiseach Bertie Ahem and Ms Celia Larkin. 

·rHf. PRESIDENT ."lnd the First Lcldy depart Shannon Airport via 
motorcade en route Adan~ Manor 
[drive time: 20 minutes] 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 



TBD 

BC/HRCRON 

Friday, September 4, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady arrive Adare Manor 

Greeters: TBD 

ADAREMANOR 
ADAR& IRELAND 

FlbrulfY 9, 1999 (9:261111) 
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10:15 am-
10:30 am 
[5.10 .un-530 am FST] 

10:40 am 
(5:40am1'5J1 

11:00 am 

Schedule of the President 
for 

Saturday, September 5, 1998 
Final Schedule 

BRIEFINC 
PRESIDENTIAL SUITE 
Adarc Manor 
Staff Contact: Maria Echaveste 

Satunfay, September 5, 1998 

Note: Taoiseach Bertie Aheran will meet the President at Adare 
Manor. 

THE PRESIDENT and the First. Lady depart Adarc Manor via 
motorcade en route Limerick, Ireland 
l drive time: 20 minutes] 

Note: Taoiseach Bertie Ahem will accompany in motorcade in a 
separate vehicle. 

THE PRESIDENT and the First Lady arrive Limerick 

Greeters: Limerick City Council Members 

February 9, 1999 (9:26am) 



11:10 am-
12:10 pm 
(6·10 am-7:10 am~ 

12:20 pm 

Saturday, Septemar 5, 1998 

REMARKS TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTHWEST IRELAND 
INTERSECTION OF O'CONNELL AND HENRY STREETS 
Remarks: David Halperin 
Staff Contact: Samuel Berger 
Event Coordinator: Laura Graham 
OPEN PRESS 

PARTICIPANTS 

fhe Prnid•nt 
Th" Fint Lady 
Deleg11tinn 

Note: There is a pre-program. 

Off-stage annoWlcement of the President, accompanied by Lord 
Mayor, Taoi-;each Bertie Ahem and David O'Hare, Chairman, 
Conference of Univl"f'Sity Rectors of Ireland. 

Lord Mayor makes brief welcoming remarks and introduces Taoase.a('h 
Bertie Ahem. 

Taoi.seach Bertie Ahern makes brief remarks. 

David O'Hare proceeds to podium and presents Peace Award to the 
President. 

The President proceeds to podium to receive award and remains 
standing. 

Lord Mayor presents Freedom of the City Award to the President and 
invites the President signs the book. 

The President signs the book and makes remarks. 

Lord Mayor gives the First Lady a gift. 

The President works a ropeline and depart. 

THE PRESIDENT departs Limerick via motorcade en route Ballybunion 
Golf Course 
[drive time: approximately 1 ho1;1r• 40 minutes] 

Febn.1ary 9, 1999 (9:26am) 
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2:00 pm 

2:30 pm-
8:30 pm 

8:35 pm 

8:50 pm 

9:00 pm 

9:20 pm 

9:35 pm 

11:15 pm RT 

11:30 pm 

11:40 pm 

BC'/HRC RON 

Saturday-, September 5, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT arrives ilallybunion Golf Course 

Greeters: Jim McKenna, Ex+!nttiw Oin•rtor. Ballyhunion Golf Club 
Denis Bmsmm, Men's C!ul> President, Hallybunion Golf Club 
Jmm Stl'\k, \l•foman's Club President. Bal!ybunion Gulf Club 
M<li M.-.her, VVonliln's Club Captam, Rr11lyh1mi1m l.nlf Cluh 

Upon arrival, the President prnreeJ;S to dubhouse ;mu is grnf'wd by 
goll party particip•mts. 

The President cxils the clubhouse and works a ropeline of dub 
mt>mbt>rs 

GOtF/LUNCH 

THE rltESJDENT departs H.lllybunion GoU Course £>n rouh~ I ,istow('[ 
L"lnding Zone 
[drive time: 15 minutes} 

Note: The President must depart Listowel Landing Zone by 9:00 pm 
due to flight restrictions. 

THE PRESIDENT arrives Li::;tuw(>l I .;,:inding 7.one 

GreetE"rs: THD 

THE PRESIDENT deparli; Listowel Landing Zone via Marine One en 
route Sh<mm.m Airport 
[flight time: 20 minutes] 

THE PRESIDENT arriv<>s Shannon Airport 

THF. PRESIDENT departs Shannon Airport via Air Force One en route 
Andrews Air Force Base 
[flight time: approximately 6 hours, 40 minutes, -5 hours] 

THE rRESIDENT arrives Andrt:"WS Air Forre BaS(" 

THE PRESIDENT departs Andrews Air Force Base via rvtarine One en 
route The White House 
[flight time: 10 minutes) 

THE PRESIDENT arrives The \.'\7hite House 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
W.ASHISGTON, D.C. 

February 9, 1999 {9:26am) 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS TO THE PEOPLE OF ARMAGH 

ARMAGH, NORTHERN IRELAND 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1998. 

Three years ago, I became the first American President to visit Northern Ireland when I came to 

Belfast and Londonderry. Today I run proud to be the first President to visit Armagh [ar-MAH]. 

Many presidential ancestors came to the New World from Northern Ireland. Andrew Jackson's 

father left Carrickfergus ~n County Antrim. Woodrow Wilson's grandfather left Dergalt in 

County Tyrone~ 

Unfortunately, my ancestors were so humble that no one knows exactly where they were from. 

Some speculation centers on County Fermanagh, to the west.of Armagh . : . so let me save the 

genealogists a lot of trouble by simply saying it's good to be home. 

I am proud to be with you today in a place that is a spiritual home to Irish people of both 

religious traditions, and to millions of Irish-Americans as well. Armagh is a city on a hill in 

every sense ... and your faith and tolerance are making a new era of peace possible. 

When I came to North~m Ireland in 1995~ I saw a place:fill~d with promis~.- After decades of 
' • I .._ • 

torment, people were demanding peace .... and taking steps to make it happen., In tfuee short · 

years, that dream has become reality .• You hav~ given the rest'~fthe World a'ch~ce.to'breath~ a 
' 1' • 'I ~ ·• • .-~ .... • 



. ; 2 

little easier, and to aim a little higher. I thank you, ~nd America thanks you, for the precious gift 

you have given all of us ... a gift of hope redeemed and faith restored. 

I am tempted, in this city of saints and cathedrals, to call the peace of 1998 a miracle. After all, 

it was delivered on Good Friday. But it was emphatically not a miracle ... at least, not in the 

conventional sense. You did it yourselves. It came from hard: work. It came from honest talk. 

It came from courageous leaders laying aside their differences•for the common g?od. 

Even more, it came from the demands of ordinary citizens like· you whO communicated your 

longing for peace before, during and after the ·agr~ement. You; reminded the leaders that peace is 

a process, that its work never ends, that a h~d·agr~ementisfari better.than ~o ~greement at all. 

You made it clear to all who would)isten ... enough i~ enough~. ·Three d,ecacl.es of strife have not 

advanced the interests· of Northern Ireland-,or its people .. I(s ~ime to try a new way. It's time to 

give up the past tense, and speak the language of the future. 

Armagh has stood for these better aspirations throughout its long history. If th,ere is a recurring 

theme to this seat of learning and religion, it is largeness of spirit. Here a Briton, St. Patrick, f}1/4 
devoted himself to the cause oflreland. Here the Book of Armagh preserved the message of . ~ 

gentleness inherent in the gospels. Here, in the 17th century, an.Archbishop of Arma~h, James \rl'~ iY 
Ussher, calculated what he thought was the moment of creation. He was off by several billion 

~. . 

years, but his heart was in the right place. [I kept joke in] 

~c~~ 
0)( ~~~" 
C/\if\µw\ ,\ ./} y 
c,.V"" \(' 

~l\11Jv, 
fy>~~~ 
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Today, the two cathedrals that dominate the li;mdscape stan 
· .. 

Two proud traditions that exist side by side, bringing people c~oser to Goo, anoCloser to each 
. ' ' 

. . 
other. I salute the leadership of Dr. Sean Brady [Gatholic.Archbishop of Afll)agh] andUr. Robin 

cku.A-i:,lA---d~-:Ir-.L:;..A l ( ~ \J«.-i) ~ . ' . . 
Eames [A:n,~~ Archbishop of Armagh], who for ye _ have:walked tQgether wh~n i~ counted. 

The historic streets of this old town remind~~ of.a furidam ~tal fact~ 'Armagh has different _ J 
traditions, but they encircle asinglecorilffi~ty. · \ ¥Jv · ~~~ 

?~<->~~ 
Now an untried path is before you, and before every communi~y of Northern Ireland .. There will · 

be false steps and disappointments. The quest.ion is not if th_e peace will be ch~llenged ... but 

how you will respond when it is challenged. 

In many ways, peace is harder than war. Peace demands sustained commitment ... enormous 

patience ... and limitless hope. Peace is not for the faint of hea_rt. It is a constant effort. It is a 

group effort. The work never ends, and it includes every citizen, from those who remember the 
cwvu .. .v\. l-- . 

time before th~rou~les to the young people who are already defining Northern Irel!llld for the 

I -

next century. 
~~~ 

. . . ' \ ()Ji\, \-6 i\J\.~ '- . 
. , ,..-- "t\ ~ '- . . . . 
01 ) . 

But you have/~ re~! strength in your ability to make p:ce - and in the knowledge of 

what peaczan bring you. Think how much you can ~o :Vithout the dark clouds-of hatred and 

violen7e ooming over your heads. Think how much yQu can do without the terror of bomb 

threat' . Think what it will feel like to walk freely thro_ugh Armagh without interruption, without 

anxiety about what street you wal.k down or whom you talk to. Think how beautiful this city g_an w..f't 

be without barbed wire and burned churches. 
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Peace will bring peace of mind. It will brin~ prospe£!ty~ it will brihg new friends eager to see 

this historic land for the first time. It will'brihg you into constant dialogl,le with a world of 

possibilities. People were once, afraid to come to An.llagh and ~orthem. Ireland: Now they will 
' . , . . \· ' i '. " '' . ' . 

be hard pressed to stay away. .. ~ . -~· 

I wanted to come here in. person to thank you for you~ peace~ .· ~.eca:u~e you have r:iot only 

strengthened yourselves, you have strengthened my hand and the hand of !ill tho~e who are 

working for peace around the world. When I go now to othei: troubled places', I can point to you 

as proof that peace is no idle daydream. Your peac,e is real. And it s.ends a bea~on of hope to 

. ' 
people around the world. When I meet Palestinians and Israelis, I can say, "look at Northern 

Ireland." When I meet Albanians and Serbs, I can say, "look at Northern Ireland." When l meet 

Indians and Pakistanis, I can say, "look at Northern Ireland!' They did it ... now it's your tum. // 

[I TEMPORARILY LEFT THIS IN, BECAUSE I THOUGHT IT WAS A NICE 

COINCIDENCE ABOUT 1776. AND I LIKED SECTION ON THE LOADED TERM OF 

"UNION.". BUT WE C~N LOSE IT. A local history museum, the Palace.Stables, has an 

'"'57 \,5 
\ N~--
;t~_,· 
~ 

.exhibit depicting life in Armagh on JUly 23, 1776.' On that day; my country was all of 19 days ~~ 

old. Our existence was precarious~a~parated-fronronrnrot1reroountfy, and we had ~\.~ I 

. almost-no-all~ But we persevered, gaining confidence, and gaining sympathy from friends o~ . ~~~ 
liberty like the great Irish orator, dmund Burke. From uncert~in beginnings, we forged a path \(\J-. ~ 
to a better future. \ 



. / t'L>-Jl d~~ Ju--"\ \.~ v-\V, 
. . ,'v-~s~\.~~ 

Americans have learned from f Wfl history that.de~ocracy is hard. Uniting different 

traditions and peoples is h~d.\Our record is far from perfect. But you have to keep going. You 

have to make choices. You have to take risks. These risks do not always pay off. But more 

often than not, they do. 

We revere our past, but we know that history is not frozen in July 1776 ... it is always moving · 

forward. Our greatest days are still unwritten, And as we strive to live up to the words of our . l' \ . . 
Constitution, "to form a more perf& know that these old words are continually given , 

new meaning by evolving circ.umstances and our evolving understanding of our union. The job 
~\ I • 

of forming a more perfec~on ~s never done.] . .; k ~ r c~ . u ~ (2,~ . 

I 
The clergyman and poet John Donne wrote, "No man is antisland." That idea applies to nations 

aS well. We mi!ll't even say "_no island is an island" .. •· /Y~~re. Northern Ireland i} obviously Jh<.l.t.Ul 
+~.s JJ.e-4_.u_,{-,~t ~ lllA. ~ LA 1-\-LA. L. . . . . 

-cer.mooted-to the Republic sf IrelmuL Bo~ ar~ con_nec~e~m their way, ~o England, Scotland and 

Wales. All are increasingly connected .to Europe; nd to the.res,t of the world. Ideas, information 
. . . . . . .· ·- ~ le..f 

and money fly around the globe at lightning spee with the iou~h of a k~ypad.r-It.:.i.s \i,me .tC;J;a~ 
. . 

insularity behind, and to build new links ... connecting the best traditions of the past with the 

limitless promise of the futur~. ~~ch of us.is·, L Do~~'s ~ord~, "a p~~ce of the continent, a part 

. : . . . L1 'b{).A. ~q_j ~ . i~ ~ +~· OA.J\M.A.l_ 

°'-"J_ \~~ (~ ~.v4 -}~ '\)~I~ ~ 
r~lu.L-0.L-._ A<,·~,~ ,,,11 ~ 

"cl..:> kW-s .~ -l-L-. · ~v-r---' ~'t-'ll--) 

of the main." 

A new world has emerged over the last decade. The Cold War is ove~. Adversaries have c:,-".'.) WJ._{ 

become allies. In South Africa, in South Korea, in Sout~ ~erica, new ideru; ·are reshaping c~ D 
.... ___ .... ___ 
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. .'L\~ 'y\..u.;'l'L- ~~< ~4-U- a", ~~I\, ~ 
societies once roiled by conflict.. Europe is unitf ~s never before in i\s history. You have never 

. hesitated to support peace efforts in ~ther places( Now it is time for peace at home. 

America's only Iri~h-Catholic President, John F. Kennedy, loved to quote a British Prime 

Minist~r, Winston Churchill: courage "is rightly esteemed as: the first of all human qualities 

because it is the quality whi~h guar~tees all the others." Courage was at the heart of your 

decision to vote for peace. It was an act of bravery, and an act of faith. Now you must keep the 

. faith. 

We Americans will do what we c~ to support a just peace for all. But ultimately, it is your 
~()~~ 

responsibility. Our people share a common past. From Armag and every other community in 

Northern Ireland, men and women left to become Americans, to build a new nation from humble 

beginnings. . \ <r . S\..J"...,, · ~~ _:;;c= l.\ l1'vJcc I~ '-1,. 

'c\. '3 '-\~ ~ . ~'"'-- ~ ~<?-L; 'I__ 
-::S:: S<A-- c~ ~\..> bL~.~ LSv.\.lLuV<l.....-:~s'-'-· 

So, too, we share a common future. 1... America will\ st.tmmtctd·-~ith you as you bu.ild this peace, step by 
U' -\hli-.-~''-.,.Si,...\~ . 

step, day by day. It will take time ... but we are with you for the duration. We thank you for the 

springtime of hope you gave th~ world - and we thank you for reminding us of the best lesson of 

our shared history ... that it is never too late to strive for a new beginning. [SLIGHTLY 

IMPROVED ENDING BUT NOT TOO DIFFERENT] 

### 

#' ,· 

.. , -

\ 
) 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS TO THE PEOPLE OF ARMAGH 

ARMAGH, NORTHERN IRELAND 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1998 

Three years ago, I became th~ first American President to visit Northern Ireland when I came to 

Belfast and Londonderry. Today I am proud to be the first President to visit Armagh [ar-MAH]. 

Many presidential ancestors,came to the New World from Northern Ireland. Andrew Jackson's 

father left Carrickfergus in County Antrim. Woodrow Wilson's grandfather left Dergalt in 

County Tyrone. Other ancestors left from other counties, north and south of the border. 

My ancestors were so humble that no one. knows exactly where tli.ey were from. Some 

speculation centers on County Fermanagh, to the west of Arma~h ... so let me save the C?) 
genealogists a lot of trouble by simply saying it's good to be home. 

I am proud to be with you today in a place that is a spiritual home to Irish people of both . . 

religious traditions, and to millions of Irish-Americans as well. Armagh is a city on a hill in 

" every sense ... and your faith and tolerance are making a new e~a of peace possible. 

When I came to Northern Ireland in 1995, I saw a place filled w~th promise. After decades of 

torment, people were demanding peace ... and taking steps to make it happen. In three short 
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litt~ eHS~d to aim a little higher. I thank you, and Americ~ thanks you, for the precious gift 

you have given all of us ... a gift of hope redeemed ancHaith'reStored. 

I am t~~pted, in this city o( saints and cathedrals, to call the peace ofl 998 a miracle .. After all, 
' . I 

. " . \ 

it was delivered on Good Friday .. Bu.t it was emphatically not a ;miracle : .. at least, not in the 

conventional sense. Y cm did it yourselves. It came from hard work. It came from honest talk. 

It came from courageous leaders laying aside their differences for the common good . 

. . ! 

. Even more, it came from the demands_.of ordinary citiz~ns like. you who commu.nicated your 

longing cf or peace before, during and after the agreement. You gave the leaders the confidence to 

move ,forwa~d, remembering that peace is a· process, th~t the work never end{that a hard 

agreement is.far better than no agree~ent at a~You made. it cl~ar to all-.wh_o wouid listen ... 

enough is enough. Three decades.of strife have not,ad~ancedthe interests of Northern Ireland­

or its people. It's time to try anew way._ It's time to give up th~ past tense, and speak the 

language of the future. 

.., 

Armagh has stood for these better aspirations throughout its long history. Jf there is a recurring 
' . . 

theme to this seat of learning and religion, it is largeness of spirit. Here a Briton, St. Patrick, 

. devoted himself to the cause of Ireland ap.d l~ft a legacy of faith; and compassion. Here the Book 
. .. \ 

. of Armagh preserved his message a~d the gentl~ness of the gospels\ Here, in the, 17~ century,-aiG 

A.r.cbbishep of Amragh, Jitmes Ussh@r, calculated what be thought was the exact moment of . 

creatj.Q.D..:-Scientists tell tts he ma$ off by several bjl!joo yearn .: but we can stiUad111ire what I'm 
/ ...... -~ . • i 

sure.~ vecy -d intwti"'.). · 

'" .· 
I . 

~. 
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Today, the two cathedrals that dominate the landscape stand for the idea that communion is 

better than competition. Two proud traditions can exist side by side, bringing people closer to 

God, and closer to e~ch other. I salute the leadership of Dr. Sean Brady [Catholic Archbishop of 

' . 
Armagh] and Dr. Robin Eames [Church oflreland [Anglican] Archbishop of Armagh], who for 

years have walked together when it coun.ted. I also salute the.Presbyterians and Methodists who 

have worked hard for peace. There have been difficulties here as elsewhere, but the historic 

' 
streets of this old town remind us of a fundamental fact: Armagh has different traditions, but 

they encircle a single community. 

Now an untried path is before you, and before every.community of Northern Ireland. There will 

be false steps and disappointments. The question is not [the peace will be challenged ... but 

how you will respond when it~ challenged. We do not have to look far .... the bomb that tore at 

the heart of Omagh was a blatant attack on the peace agreement. Once again, innocent families 

were slaughtered by ffil:lfQ@RlfS too ashamed to Ram@ tae8tselves, afta the WOI id tamed .away ffi 
. 1 t.v su-L r AL'alA(, \U . -- s~ 

..-horFer u d : t cm mess. Buphe swift and, unanimous condemnation that followed gtW@ hope that 
ljOU 9ave-yt)-1,<f2_ ~iMwMt IYJ --

this time, hope that this time is different, and the peace will hold. Only time will tell. Only you 

can decide. 

violence. Peace demands s tained commitment ... 

e 
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But you have discovered real strength in your resolve to make peace...: and in the knowledge of 

what peace can bring you. Think how much you can do without the dark clouds of hatred and 

violence looming over your heads. Th.ink how much you can do without the terror of bomb 

threats and vigilante intimidation. Think what it will feel like to walk freely through Armagh 

without interruption, without anxiety about what street you walk down or whom you talk to. 

Think how beautiful this city can be without barbed wire and burned churches. 

ft~ ~~ . ~ /JeM-<;ff6J 
eace of mind. It will bring prosperity. ·It will ,bring new friends eager to see 

I 

this historic and for the first time. It will bring you into constant dialogue with a world of 

possibilities. People were once afraid to come to Armagh and Northern Ireland. Now they will 

. be hard pressed to stay away. 

-i wanted to come here in person to thank you for your peace. Because you have not only 

strengthened yourselves, you have strengthened my hand and the hand.of all those who are 
I . . 

working for peace around the world. When I go now to other troubled places, I can point to you 

as proof that peace is no idle daydream. Your peace is real. And it resonates with people around 

the world. When I meet Palestinians and Israelis, I can say, "look at Northern Ireland." Whe~ I 

meet Albanians and Serbs, I can say, "loo~ at Northern Ireland." When I meet Indians and 

Pakistanis, I can say, "look at Northern Ireland."· They did it ... !now it's your tum. 
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the Palace Stables, has an exhibit depi' 

beginnings, we forged a path to a better future. 

Americans have learned from our own history that democracy is hard. Uniting different 

traditions and peoples is hard. Our r.ecord is far from perfect. As we strive to live up to the 

words of our Constitution, "to fo1TI1 a more perfect union", we k!1ow that these old words are 

continually given new meaning by evolving circumstances and our evolving understanding of 

our union. The job of forming a more perfect union is never done. But you have to keep going. 

You hav~ to make choices. You have to take risks because peace and progress demand a new 

approach now and then ... and they are worth the effort. 

The clergyman and poet John Donne wrote, "No man is an island." That idea applies to nations 

as well. We might even say "no island is an island" ... anymore. Northern Ireland is obviously 

connected to the Republic of Ireland. Both are connected, in different ways, to England, 

Scotland arid Wales. All are increasingly connected to Europe, and to the rest of the world. 

Ideas, information and money fly around the globe at lightning speed with t~e touch of a keypad. 

. ' . 

Each of us is, in Donne's words, "a· piece of the continent, a part of the main." Technology is 

redefining geography ... connecting the best traditions of the past with the limitless promise of 

the future. 
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Ane The Cold War is over. Adversaries have 

beco 

ave neve 

hesitate o support peace efforts in other places. 

America's only Irish-Catholic President, John F. Kennedy, loved to quote a British Prime 

Minister, Winston Churchill: courage "is rightly esteemed as:thefirst of all human qualities 

because it is the quality which guarantees all the others." Courage was at the heart of your 

decision to vote for peace. It was an act of bravery, and an act of faith. Now you must keep the 

faith. 

J- ~111115 
f'I ~ • Q_ _, We Am eric.ans will do what we can to support a just peace for al I. Our people share a cOm mon 

~ ~ p~t. From Armagh, Omagh and every o*er community on this island, men and women left to 
. . 

1 
~I// 

become Americans, to build a new nation from humble beginnings. ~1-..tl..<~~~ 
~ ~ It"- thr~, W( ~ 
~$~~ 

So, too, we share a common future. I said three years ago that if you chose the path of peace, ~> ;A't)\, 
~ +Aa;t ~,~ ~ 

America would walk with you. You made du~ choice. And we will walk with you, step b~ ~ v. 
• . \fV'I-~~ fl\"" 

step, day by day, year by year. It will take time ... but we are _»'ith you for the duration. We. ~~ 

thank you for the springtime of hope you gave the world - and forreminding us ofone of the ~""-( 
best lessons of our shared history ... that it is never too late to strive for a new begi~ning. With ~-

1
J.11> ~ 

\J.1-~ ~> 
perseverance ... with patience ... with unshakable faith, let us begin again the journey that has ~ a»J::' 

{-(,( ~ '1'l-~ / 
united us before ... the journey to explore a new world of possibilities. ~~. 

~ ft.l~,fle-t~~J 

~F~~-

------------- - -------
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. : PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
ADDRESS TO THE NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBL YAND TO 

j. THE PEOPLE OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

l 
I 

WATERFRONT HALL, BELFAST 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1998 

[ Acknowledg~ents:] 
I . 
I . . 

1 · '. ' ' ' ' 

Members of tije Northern Ireland Assembly, ~itizens of Belfast; people of Northern Ireland: I 
' 

am deeply mored to stand with you today in the ~awn after Northern Ireland's long darkness. 

On Good Friday of this year, you, the leaders of Northern Ireland, committed.to solve your 

problems with! words, not w~apons. One month later, you, the people, overwhelmingly 

.supported thatlchoice at the polls, giving hope .a victory ov~r hatred .. Together, you have made a . 
I . , 

powerful coverant, enshrining in this Assemqly.the idea that ~he future of.Northern Ireland can 

only be decideld by the v~tes of its people.· .Together, you have moved Northern Ireland from the 

deep freez~ of !despair into the warm sunlight of peace. · · . . . · . . I . . . . 

I 
' The Troubles ~hat plagued this land for 30 years took a terribl~ toll, physical and emotionaL 

I '·. . ' ' 
. ' . 

More than 3,200 of your fellow citizens were killed_:. in my country, that would be the 
I . . . 

equivalent of.J·alf a million people ... : [or.about the number ofAmeric~ns we lost in World ~ar 
. t ' ' ' I . 

II]. Many mor~e were maimed. Every single ciiizen'of Northern Ireland ':Vas affected. Not only 

those w.ho lostla mother or father, son or daughter, husband and ~ife, fri.end or colleague. But 

every citizen dlnied the quiet bfossing of a normal life. You have H~ed ~ith the co~stant ;ear 
I . . 

I 

that a simple tfiip to the store could be devastated by bombs and bullets. The daily dis~ptions of· . I . . . . . . 
road blocks an~ searches. The ominous presence of armed soldiers.on patrol. Neighborhoods 

I 
I 
; 

·] 
I 

I 
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i 
I . 

demarcated by barbed wire, guarded gates and twenty-foot fences. It is not surprising that the 

following queltion was painted· on a Belfast wall: "Is th~re life before death?" ~ow, at last, by 

your actions, Jhere will be. 
I 

I 
! 

From here on,[.the destiny of Northern Ireland is in.t~e hands -of its people and their elected 

representative~. From farming to finance ... education to health care, your n·ew Assembly has the 
I . . . . . 

opportunity --land the responsibility~- to forge the future. The cross-border structures you have 
l . . . . 

approved can strengthen the quality of your ties to. both Lo~don and :Oublin, based on the 

benefits of injrdependence, not the burdens of depende~ce or do~n.;;ce. And in your . 
, . . . . . . 

newfound pea7e, you can find a new prosperity. Since the 1994 cease-fire, passenger traffic at 

your internat_i~nal airport and your ferry port has in6reased more than 15 percent. The number of 

hotel morris uJder construction has d~ubled. And in the wake ~f the Good Friday agreement, 
. I . . . . . . 
you are projecied to receive record-levels of investment, foreign and domestic-~ bringing new 

I . . , . 
I . 

jobs, opportunity and hope. .. . I . h 

. l 

The United s1l1es has supported your quest for peace with our wo;ds and deeds -- siarting with . I . . . . . . 
an Irish-American community whose commitment to this cause is as deep as it is enduring. It . 

has been one o~ the gr~at pr~viieges of my presi~ency to s~and wi~h the peac.emakers -- Protestant 

and Catholic lladers h~re in the North ... with prime ministers. Bruton ~nd Ahem of Ireland... . 
I . . 

I . 
and prime min~sters Major and Blair of the United Kingdom. Our Congress has been with the 

I . . 

peacemakers fiom the start -- members of both houses and both parties. They .have voted 
I 
I 

extraordinary s;upport for the International Fund for Ireland -- $[TK] over [TK] years. I am 
! . 

delighted that fo many members are with me today, along with Jim Lyons, my special advisor 
I . . . . 
I . . 
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I .. · -
for economic ~ilitiatives in Northern Ireland. And I can safely say that one of the best 

investments tJe United States has ever made was when we loaned you the services of George . 
I . . 

Mitchell, who! helped you make the turn from· conflict to cooperation. 
I .. 
I 

' 
! 

Now, i~ the m!ortths and years ahead, I want you to know this: Ame~ica will continue to wage a 

day-to-day caipaign of renewal with you., We will help train the new Assembly's members ... 
' . 

~~e NclJ.Os who ar~ building a civil'society from the grassroots ... invest in our common 
~I .... . 

future through] education ... create with you microcredit facilities for small business ... and · 

~e tr~de and investment that will benefit both our peoples. As you work to change the 
~~ I . . . 

face and the future of Northern Ireland, you can count on America. . r .· . . . 
I 

I . 
For all that weJcan and will do, the future is up to you -- the leaders· and the people of Northern I . . . 

I . 

Ireland. You ~ave agreed to bury the violence of the past -- riow begins the hard work of 

buiiding .peacJ . . 

I 

To the.membefs of the.new Ass~~bly, yo~ owe it to your country to bringou't the best in people 
' ' 

·by showing th~ best in yourselves.· Difficult, sometimes wrenching decisions lie ahead. As you 

face them, .nev~r lose sight of why you are here: to shape North.em ireland's destiny by sharing 
. i. . . . . . . 

. . 
in the great responsibility of governance. That will require you to act in concert, not conflict; to 

I . 
overcome obst~cles, not create them; to rise above petty disp,utes, not fuel them. The Latin word 

. j. . . . ' . . . . . . 

for ~sembly -1 c~n~{lia_tus -- is the root of th~ word reconciliation. I hope that the spirit of 

reco_nciliation ~ill b~ deeply rooted in all that you do. . . .· I , . . . 
I. 

I 
. ' 

I 
\ 
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In the early d~ys of my own nation's independence, one of our most remarkable leaders was 

Andrew Jacksrn, whose parents came from Carrickfergus not far from Belfast. He helped 

transform a gcrernme?~mled by the few into a government of the people, by the people and for 

the people. A~d he used his leadership to shepherd a young America through a very divisive era 
I . 

. that threatened to tear our nation apart. President Jackson once said that "one man with courage 

makes a- majJity." May courage al~ays niake a majority among the members of this Assembly. 

I . 

The courage t0 decommission the weapons of war that are obsolete in a Northern Ireland at 
. I . 

peace. The c9urage to move forward now with the formation of an Executive Council, so that 
I 

the laws you fake can beg!n to benefit your citizens. The courage to adapt your police force so 

that it earns th!e confidence and respect of all the people of Northern Ireland. The courage to end 
I . 
i 

street justice, because defining crime and applying punishment must be left to the people's 
I . 
I 

elected represbntatives, the courts and the police. The courage to pursue early release for 
I 
I 
I 

prisoners who~e organizations have truly abandoned violence, because the new Northern Ireland 

I 
must not automatically deny people a future for the sins of their past. The courage to build a 

I 

more just socibty where human rights are birthrights ... and where every citizen receives equal 
I 

protection and! equal treatment under the law. These are the hallmarks of democracy. They must 
I • 

I 

be the benchiJarks of the new Northern Ireland. 
! 
I 
I 

To the people ~fNorthern Ireland I say, do not let this moment slip away. Your will for peace 

I . 
· has carried Ntjrthem Ireland to this crossroads of hope. Give your leaders the support they need 

I 
I I . ·. 

to make the hard decisions, to stay the course of peace. Help them forge a new politics of the 
I 

1 

center in wh il the forces of moderation trump .the power of the extremes. Let me say 
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I .. 
especially to the community leaders who are here to.day.-- representatives from non-

1 • • 

i . . 

governmental !organ~zatioqs ... from business, law and academia ... and especially the women 
. I , . , . 

i .' . . . 
who have been such a powerful force for peace: your voices are vital. The example you set. 

~mong your JLghbors, the :ork you do in your communities and the standards you demarid 

from your el+d Officiakwill shape Northern ireland's future. · 

.L. . . 
. l . . .. . 

I kriow that fof many, the wounds are deep and the scars still fresh. Every single man, women 
I 
i .. . . 

and child in 1'f orthem Ireiand under the age of thirty has known nothing but the Troubles. All of 

. I 
you face the task of imagining a future different than the past -- and realizing it. . . . 

I . . 
There will be hard road ahead. Wagin·g peace is difficult. It demands patience. Perseverance. 

, ·I 
. . l . 

And vigilance!· The terrible act of terror in Omagh was not the last bomb of the Troubles _.; it 
I • .. . 

was the firs.t attack on the peace. We Americans felt it all the more strongly because it came just 
I 

days after the Inhuman terrorist assault on our embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. The bombs 

.· and bullets thjt kill innoce~ts in both our countries and around the world ar.e aimed not only ~ 
them, but at thl spirit of freedom. Together,. we must defend it. We Americans b~liev~ this:. I .. . 

·terrorism is ndt a form of political expres.sion or a manifestation of religious faith. Terrorism is 

~urder. ThosJ who perpetrate it, finance it or otherwise support it must be opposed. 
I 

I 
I 

' 
Here in Northern Ireland, the question is not whether there will be more bombs and more 

attempts to un6o with vi.oleµce the verdict of the. ballot b"ox .. T~ere may well be. The question is 

not whether ~elpers will flair. and debates will be di~isive. i;hey will be. The question is, ho~ · 
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. ~ill you react Ito Violence? How will .you deal with your differenc.es? The question is,. will you 

stay on the path of peace and c1v1l s~.c1ety? 

The answer dJpends on how you choose to see yoursel~es arid your fellow citizens. It is. 
j • • • ! . 

tempting to define ourselves not by who were are, but by what others are not. All around the 
. .I . . . 

world, from Bbsnia to the Middle East, Rwanda to KosovQ; people have killed each other 

. because they Le only differences\ A different race. A differeli.ttribe. A different ethnic group. 
I . . . . . . . 

· · A different reliigion. In this cult of diff~rence, we deny the humanity of others· -- and our own. 

i 

' 
From here on ·in Northern Ireland, only one dividing line matters -- the line between those who 

embrace peacl and those who would destroy it; those eQergized by hope and those paralyzed by 

hatred; thos~ h choos~ to buil~· u~ and those who in~is~ on tearing down. W~i ch side are y_ou 

on? Each of y,ou must choose. . . · .. · 

I . .· . 
·I believe that you will continue to make the right choice because in the end, much more unites ... 
. 1 ' 

the people off orthem Ireland than divides you. You hold the same. fundamental ~alues ~-faith . 

and family, wbrk and community. You share the same land and heri.tage, the same love of 
I 
I 

language and laughter. You aspire to the same things. To live in peace and security. To provide 
I . . 
I 
! .. 

for your love9 ones. To build a better life than your parents knew or could. imagine -- and to pass 
1 · . 

on even brighter possibilities to your children.·· These dreams are not Catholic dreams or . 
. . I ~ _. . . 

Protestant dreams. They are human dreams _..:and you have the gre~test chance ever to realize '· . . . ' .. · 

them in a Northern Irel~nd atpeace. 
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I speak· to you today on behalf of the American p~ople, who··know from our own experience the 

hard work it takes to forge a community from a nation of different groups. More than a century 
I 

ago, we foughi a terrible civil war ·over race and slavery. Ju~t thirty years ago, in the· summer of 
I 

I 
1968, we cam~ to violence over the cause of civil rights for every American, and our _cities 

I . 

burned -- as B~lfast and Portadown burned in July. Still today, we struggle with this legacy of 

divisidn -- andjthe challenge of building one nation from the many.races, religions ~nd ethnic 

. I . 
groups spread ~mt across our land. 

I . l . . . . . . 
But we have learned to bury our hatred instead of our children. And we have discovered that . i . . . • I • 

great benefits eome from finding common ground. Our nation is str~nger and the lives of our 

people more placeful, more prosperous, more filled with hope when we bridge the valley of our 

diff ere~ces to ~ecome a real community. That has been our experience. Now, it ca~ be 

Northern Ireland's future. 
j 

. l . ' 
Members of thf Assembly, citizens of Belfast, people· of Northern Ireland: in the early days of 

· our republic, th1e Irish ~erm for America was inishfail -- island of destin;. Today, Ireland is an 
. ' 1. . . . . . 

island of destiny -- and that destiny is peace. · You have seen what war has wrought. You know 
I . . 
I 
I . . 

what peace ~an! bring. America is with you. The world is with.you. But the choice is yours. 
i ' 
' 

Ma:y. you choo~e peac~~ And may God Bless the people of Northern Ireland. 
I 

I 
l 

1 
I 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

. Subject: 

, With 5 VIPs speaking at the Thursday event and with our President being.last, Ms. Robinson was wondering what 
" topics the President might touch on. With this information in .hand she would requ~st the other four not speak on 

these topics to prevent repetition and so .the POTUS remarks will be "fresh," 

She can be reached Cit Hall tomorrow at 6f232' 241-405 
on mobile phone 6rF or if easier you could fax to her on o private fax (she is the only one with acce.ss) 
and topics you wish to shore would remain private a 
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POINTSFORIRELANDSPEECH 

Intro 

· • We gather in the dawn after a long darkness. 
• hope has triumphed overfottred.' 
• a victory of the future o·ver the past. 
• fatigue with a futile conflict that cbuld have no winners 
• bury your hatred instead of your people. 
• choose compromise over killing/solve problems with words not weapons. 
• from the deep freeze of destruction to the warm sunlight of peace. 
• a chance to heal the divisions between nationalism and unionism and to bury the violence of 

the past. 
• Fulfilled the plea of John Hume "to end this out-of-date quarrel:'' 
• ·first all-island poll in 80 years. 
• enshrine idea that fate of Nl can only be decided by the votes of its people. 
• point is not to change goals of two sidews, but to change means by which they pursue them. 
• Referendum on GF accord turned a piece of paper into a covenant between the people of NI . 

and their leaders, a pledge of hope .. 

Then/Now 
• 3,200 killed over 30 years= Yi million americans .. 
• Peace line between Protestant Shankill and Cathlic Springfield Rd. composed of barbed wire, 

gatres, 20 ft high iron fences. Now, 'peace line has new meaning. 
· • British arms soldiers on patrol. check points. bomb threats. 
• new legislature that protects rights of minority. Assembly will have authority over 

agriculture, fo~ance, health and economic development. · 
• cross border structures to create links between northern and southern ireland. will become 

forum for ensuring that southern intersts are protected.· powers to implement all-ireland 
policies provided it can agree on them with assembly and with Irish parliament in Dublin. 

• Brit-Irish council to create !oinks between Ireland and all parts of UK. 
• Belfast Graffitti "Is there life before death" Now, at least, there is. 
• Economy key: people need to see a future better than past -- violence and instablity turns off 

inbvestment, stability attracts them. . 1 • 

• IDB announced th<l;t home-based Cl!ld international companies have pledged record new 
levels of investmewnt and jobs in Northern Ireland over next 3 years, with total planned 
investment of 713MP and creation of more than 7000 jobs. 

• After '94 ceasefire, pasenger #s at:Belfast Intl. airport+ 17%. '96, ferry passengers to port of 
Lanre + 15%. Since '95, #hotel rooms under construction has doubled and 40%+ in bed 
space since early 1990s. peace=properity. 

' ~ . . .. 
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U.S. Role/International Role 

• 
• 

determined to wage day-to-day campaign of renewal _wi_th you . 
work to help you change the face and future· of NJ . 

Message to those who will Shape Future 
• · I come before you with a message for those in w,hose hands:the future ofNl lies--. its lea ers 

and its people. That future is up to you. ' · 

Responsibility of Leaders -- What You've [)one/What You Must D.o 
• Owe it to your country to bring out th~ best In people --·acting in 'concert, not conflict; 

overcoming obstacles, not creating them; rising above petty disputes, not fueling them. 
Leaders in a democracy must bring out the best in their people. but in the end, threy also 
must serve the people from whom their power derives .. 

• ~'One man with courage makes a majority" Andrew Jackson, 1832. 
• Shape your own destiny together by sh~ring:i~ government. 
~ Key word is respect: respect for all who speak the language of peace 
• Now, you have to get down to practical work of governing, on dealing with drains, roads, arts 

grants, education, health and other practical things. Th_e small print of the peace accord. 
• You will face obstacle course in weeks/months ahead. · 
• Issues 

* · Decorriissi'oning: surrender of weapons and bombs by par~military orgs. In lead up to 
good friday, decision made not to d~fine peace as absen·ce of all violence.' Can't allow 
sporadic.eruptions to hold process liost~ge. Same approach to decomissioning? Is 
silence of guns enough. Catholics fear leaviry.g all weapons in hands of police they 
mistrust (hence importance of police reform) .. 

* Polic~ R~form: 9o percent u·~ionist force. Profoundly distrusted by Catholics. RUC . 
. wil~ shrink, costing protestans jobs; as it divers~fies. ·~hould_it includ~ de,-arming of / 1 ~" LJ 

police and gun control? !2 f'.lr'>"r u'h L-o...,..tn-. - • · <:1-.. Ii...,_- le.~ ··h. -~ (rv'"1 -t"'- i 
~ f{ L......:_ fov- r. 1~ ~ ft''~ J ~4 S' • ~.}=i . . ' ' . . 
* Prisoners: every former terrorist releasJd from prison ho.Ids otential to re-inflame old 
tensions. Most emotive. Agreement proposes legislatibn to establishreview bodies to fix.­
dates for accelerated release for qualifying prisoners within 2 years (i.e. only prisoners 
from groups that maintain CF. On license to se'rve rest of terms if re-offend. No amnesty 
-- i.e. can't servie in police. 340'prisoners in the North. Already {before peace) have. 
seen early release of 400+ lifers over past 13 years. Fewer than 20 re-arrested. 
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Responsibility of People - What You Must Do 
• give leaders support they need to make the hard decisions for: a' com'moii future .• 
• challenge is to make sure this moment does not slip away. 
• more than 80% of you turned out to vote "yes" in the referendum 
• ·Referendum on GF accord turned a piece of paper into a covenant between the people of NI 

and their leaders, a pledge of ?ope .. 

Challenge of Peace 
• fighting aggressively for peace is difficult. So many have lost mothers <l;nd fathers, husband~ 

and wives, sons and daughters. so many wounds are deep and their scats still fresh. 
• Those.seeking solution have climbed the highest of hills -- only to see new peaks and valleys 

stretching out before them. 
• need to entrench the peace, to make it deep-rooted. 
• Entire genrati.ons - every man, women and child in NI under the age of 30 -- has never 

known anything but the Troubles. You grow up knowing what side you are on. Hard work of . 
imagining a future different than their past. 

• shape new relationships -- between unionists and nationalists, north and south, london and 
dublin. · 

• forge a new politics of the center in which forces of moderation trump the power of the 
extremes .. 

• Divisions not just sectarian but territorial -- low level partition quietly continues as its 
Catholic and Protestant inhabitants separate (1991: 50% of populaticm living in areas either 
90% cathlic or 90% protestant.) 

• True differences not between Protestants· and Cathlics but between those who embrace future 
and those who cling to' past etc ... Need to meet desire of people to define themselves in 
ways other than the sectarian categories that have long shaped NI. 

• Key question is how peace will change the lives of people living in NI. 

Convinced You Can Succeed 
• Guatemala to South Africa, El Salvador to Bosnia, people are turning from conflcit to 

conciliation. 

American E.G. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS AT IRISH-AMERICAN EVENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
SEPTEMBER 11, 1998 

[acknowledgments: Vice President Gore, First Lady, Senator Mitchell, Senator Kennedy, Brian 
O'Dwyer] 

It is a profound honor to receive this award. I am always grateful for any award that recognizes 

the work of peace, but in this case, the award is special because it honors Paul O'Dwyer, a man 

who tirelessly devoted his life to the cause of people - not just Irish people, but all people. Let 

me accept not only for myself, but on behalf of the many who put in long hours to convert the 

peace agreement from a miracle delivered on Good Friday to a daily reality, going into effect as 

we speak. 

Last week, during my visit to Northern Ireland and Ireland, I learned a little of the predicament 

of Ray Lankford, the St. Louis Cardinals centerfielder who often bats behind Mark McGwire. 

Because that's what it felt like to be introduced after George Mitchell at one event after another. 

Before I 'go on, let me say how proud America is of the fonuer majority leader, whose wisdom, 

de~rmination and infinite patience helped tum the leaders in Northern Ireland from conflict to 

the beginnings of cooperation. 

Eight days ago, I flew from Moscow to Belfast Even early in the morning, people were out in 

droves to wave American flags at us as we drove from one spot in Northern Ireland to another. 

At Stonnont and at Waterfront Hall, we saw the crucial players who are already coming together 

@002 
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to start a new government. At Annagh, I spoke before tens of thousands of people, young and 

old - and the dynamic impact of this peace could not have been clearer. That same day, at 

Omagh, I met with the victims of a brutal attack on the peace. But even the saddest moment of 

my trip carried a message of affirmation. The victims I met with - from north and south of the 

border-were united in their resolve that the work of peace continue. 

The Good Friday peace agreement and its overwhelming approval by the Irish people, north and 

south, has brought something precious - the chance to begin anew. After 29 years of the 

Troubles, the people ofNorthem Ireland a.ad Ireland are saying "no" to violence and division and 

"yes" to cooperation and progress. There will always be setbacks. But the few who hate have 

lost their ability to intimidate the vast majority who hope. 

Last week, I could already see the peace taking shape. I addressed the new assembly in North.em 

Ireland_ And day after day, there were important breakthroughs. Just before we arrived, each 

side. reached out to the other. Gerry Adams unequi-vocally condemned the Omagh 

bombing and declared violence "a thing of the past." Be then named Martin McGuinness 

as Sinn Fein's person responsible for decommissioning. And First Minister David Trimble 

showed. leadership by announcing he would meet with Gerry Adams. They met this 

Monday, and held their first ever bilateral session yesterday. "fhese meetings weuld bsnre 

let us remembe an old Irish saying ... "a_job well-begun is a job half-done." 



APNSA 

3 

There are so many reasons to work for this peace, on both sides of the border and both sides of 

the Atlantic. A peaceful and prosperous Ireland is already well on its way to becoming one of 

America's best partners in the new century. Nowhere does the new millennium correspond 

better to a reel change in the outlook of a people. New ideas and new approaches have opened 

15l00s Jas+ ysll:f-M: was 7. 7%, and this 'cm the l:riek ~vemm&Bt may pg11t a sw.pln.s of SJ 7 

t4' 
eitlien.-More and more companies are responding ta the lfis:h gevemmeet's eiiei:ts te aittaQt 

investn. there are 470 American companies in keland and the list is growing fast. Dublin is 

a major telecommunications center, and a narural gateway for Internet commerce between the 

U.S. and Europe. There are probably more foreigners living than at any time since the Vikings 

pillaged Ireland in the 9th century. I hate to confuse the symbols of two different American 

sports teams, but I have to agree -'- the "Celtic Tiger'' is roaring. 

This prosperity has sent ripples of change around the island. In thousands of ways, Ireland is 

less insular and more connected with the outside world. Ireland's strong relationship with Great 

Britain has opened opportunities on both sides of the Irish Sea. Irish-American relations have 

never been better. At home, many new Irish voices are expressing themselves. The First Lady 

mentioned the Vital Voices conference. This peace would never have happened were it not for 

the women who spoke out against violence and hatred. The example of Mary Robinsoi;i. and 

Mary McAleese has galvanized Irish women to enter public life. And the young people of 

Ireland are committed as never before to building a future - in Ireland. 

Ill 004 
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This is good news for Irish-Americans who love their ancestral home. But Irel~d's peace and 

prosperity benefit all Americans. Because a prosperous, international Ireland will help us in our 

many efforts to build peace and prosperity in other parts of the world: Irish peacekeepers have 

been on the job day in and day out since the UN started peacekeeping forty years ago. In that . 

time, Irish Defence Forces have participated in 33 peacekeeping missions - and 75 Irish soldiers 

have given their lives. Today, they are stationed around the· world, from. Africa to the Middle 

East to Bosnia, where they stand shoulder to shoulder with American troops. Tbey are making, 

tae v. etld a satb plaw to4ive. · 

~~e 
l,.,c.«. i... l~ 

Seeing the people of Ireland brought home to me just how much erica caa JjlQM' to our 
; 

friends a.round the world. Everywhere we went, announced and announced, the Irish people 

poured out their affection for the United States. I felt proud of all f us - of Senator Mitchell -

of the First Lady..:.. of the Congressional delegation who came wi me - and of everyone in my 

administration and Congress who worked to give peace a chance. 

But I was especially proud.ofthe Irish-American community. Yo r commi~ent to peace is as 

deep as it is enduring. Each day l was in Ireland and Northern Irel d, I was grateful for your 

commitment . . . the community activists pressing for civil rights d equality ... the busin~s 

leaders investing in Ireland's .future ... the religious leaders urgi g tolerance and 

understanding ... the strong voices from the United States insisting that violence is not an 

acceptable course of action, that building is better than fighting ... the people from all 

baclcgrounds who form a living bridge to the island we trace our ancestry to ... the people like 

Kirk O'Donnell, who passed away last week. but spent a lifetime advancing the friendship 
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between our nations. All of you kept us focused on the task at hand. Thank you for that 

commitment. 

The Irish built this peace themselves. They voted for it. But as each leader took a ri!k on this 

peace, they relied on America's unwavering support. I am honored that we could provide it. 

As l said at Armagh, this peace has affected many people around the world, far from Ireland's 

shores. It has. shown cynics and backsliders that peace is no idle daydream - that hostile parties 

can honestly confront their differences and put aside ancient quarrels for the common good and 

the good of the future. In the Middle East, in the Balkans, in South Asia ... everywhere the hand 

of history weighs heavily on people ... the peace of 1998 is sending a message of hope, faith and 

confidence to move beyond the limitations of the past. 

A hundred years ago, in 1898, William Butler Yeats gave a speech in which he evaluated 

Ireland's past and predicted a new day was beginning with the new cenrury. He saidt "these '98 

celebrations are not going to pass away and be forgotten ... we are building up a nation 

which shall be moved by noble purposes and to noble ends." It has taken some time to 

realize that vision. But a hundred years later, his prediction is comi~g true - and it is poetry for 

those of us who have waited a long time to see this day. Thank you all for your work toward 

peace ... for Ireland, and for America. 

### 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS TO THE PEOPLE OF OMAGH 

OMAGH, NORTHERN IRELAND 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1998 

Today I have returned for a second time to this land so deeply linked to my own. Today, I have 

come to Omagh [OH-mah] to grieve with you over the bomb that killed 28 [tk] innocent people 
' 

on August 15. And I have come to look with you toward the daybreak that always follows the 

blackest darkness. 

When I came to Northern Ireland in 1995, I saw a place filled with promise. I came then with a 

conviction-[ can't say he was na"ive]Aaively "Q:l:efiGaA belief that a new beginning was possible. I 

will never forget the people I met and the crowds I saw. It was one of the finest moments of my 

presidency. It reaffirmed something I believe very deeply ... that our ability to talk and reason is 

at the core of what it means to be human. 

I return today a little liilil Aai:ve ... bwt no less committed to the peace we glimpsed this spring. 

-
{Only ewierd about this set up is that in fact, reason to be MUCH MORE optimistic now than 

two years ago since intervening factor of Good Friday Accords. Yes, tempered by Omagh, but 

. fundamentally even brighter hopes. You may need to rework these grafs with that in mind] 

I have come to express America's outrage and righteous indignation. [too snide and 

patronizing]But perhaps "righteous" is not the right word to use when there are already too many 

self-appointed expe~s on the subject of Irela~d. ~ ~~ fr~ ~ /~ 

~P·1WJl~f4e::~ 
~~·~ti~~~~ 

-"." ..... 
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More than anything, I have come to express my simple sympathy for the people of Omagh .. : the 

victims, their families, and the community at large. Sympathy and something more ... I want to 

share with you my determined refusal to let this cowardly crim¢ rob you of the new history you 

chose for yourself this spring. [good] 

I ' ~~i-
What happened here ~m August 15 akable an~ incomP,rehe den d l gic ... a ~ , ~, f 
~ .. ~~ . \W'f"'~'")~· . ., . ~-
r - p··thtarya:ttaek·on t ; wrong people, m the wrong plac~;t the wrong ttme.[1t s a good lme, 

but are there ever cases where its "the rigpt-~ow what you mean, but could be 

/ 
misconstured. What do you think?] It defied the wondetful, generous spirit of 1998 ... a year in 

which differences were tabled for tht greater good, and people spoke out with one voice. It 
I 

defied what I know to be the true htrt of the people of Northern Ireland and Ir~land. [good] 

. ~Ql.(>~ . 
A paradox I have never been able to solve is the fact that the mpst generous, kind-hearted, decent 

people on earth have wasted so many lives and so many centuries on a war that has brought no 

one victory or happiness. That people so accustomed to the sounds oflaughter and song should 

find them drowned out by explosions, gunfire and sirens. That people so endowed with the gift 

of language should find their tongues stilled by fear and suspic.ion. [wonderful graf! J 

\Vi ba.i'i i:uGeA:tly QQGiP'iQ tbat, e;i,reA Even as wars diminish, acts of terror continue and 

sometimes even escalate. They are usually committed by people who, for one reason or another, 

find peace and progress threatening. The bombing here was no exception. The authors of this 
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atrocity degmde&evecytlitfrg"tnaniuman oemgstm1'thlear-+hey live in the past. They belong in 

the past. They will stay in the past. . . ~ t\. ~.M... 6) m A_ 

vt/.4.. r 1-t.M re..~ '16 ~ ~ W. ~~..., ~-~ ... - < 
g- ~ '), I ~.;IJ~~~ , • ~ ~~ ~ ~ rft..J-

The Irish have a history as proud as any people's. That bright heritage will always be with you. ~ ' 

But the time has come to let go of your darker history. It is timb for a new beginning. You are 

so close_ You have come so far. In three short years, what was dismissed as a pipe-dream has 

become reality. You have renewed confidence that decency cari triumph over hatred ... that we 

' humans are worthy of the great capacity for reason our Creator .has given to us. 

The greatest eulogy in my country's history was the Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. A gruesome 
' 

· battle had just killed many thousands on boµt sides, including large numbers of men who had 

VA<tli ~~~~~ . 
spen_!4 theu entire well not entire since the were in U.S. Ma be "who had come to America 

from lreland]]lives in Ireland and Northern Ireland. Many Americans wondered if we could 

. I 

continue as a nation. Lincoln spoke simply, and said that we had no choice ... that we had to go 

on and redeem the sacrifice, or the sacrifice would be even more incomprehensible. 

We must apply that clear thinking to the events that happened here. The best way we can make 

sense of what happened at Omagh:_ the only way we can make sense of this tragedy - is to build 

on it. 

The world will not brook a descent into terror. Not in Africa. Not in Bosnia. Not in Northern 
I 

Ireland. ~You have come too far to watch this peace slip a~ay. That de~at wgylg be. 

YAaQQeptable. 1Me will AQt let it bappeA. Let the worst paramilitary attack in your old history 

---- ---·---
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also be the last. [This is good but I have taken an opposite tack in the Waterfront speech, saying 

Omagh was not the last bomb of the Troubles but the first attack on the peace. Also, this won't 

be the last... We need to decide which way we want to go ... ] This morning, the Northern 

Ireland Assembly met for the·first time. I was proud to witness it. Your new history begins 

today. 

Life will never be the same in Omagh. But it will go on. Since the bombing, one of the victims, 

Nicola Emery, has given birth to a healthy baby. I pray that baby will live a long and full life 
' 

across the 21st century, proud of a hometown that 'learned through tragedy the meaning of 

community. 

Let me close by quoting a letter written to the U.S. embassy in publin. Michael Gallagher, from 

County Mayo, wrote to Ambassador Smith: 

"You don't know me and you may not even get this letter, but after yesterday's tragedy, I just 

wanted to do something. I am 29 years old and I am an Irishman to the very core of my being, 

but throughout my life there has never been peace on this island. 

I never realizsed how precious peace could be until my wife Martina gave bi "rth to our daughter - - -

Aisling [pronouncer]twenty months ago. We don't want her to grow up in a society that is 

constantly waiting for the next atrocity, the next bunch of yourig lives snuffed out in a sea of 

hatred and fear. , 
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Aisling's name means "vision" or "dream" and we have a dream of what Ireland might be like 

when she grows up. Ireland could be a place where dreams _come true, where people would 

achieve things never imagined before and where people would not be afraid of their neighbours. 

. ' 

Hgpefally tl~ii; "aR bappeR, b~t after yesterday QRe has tg W4)Rdir . 

. . . we know how much America ha·s done for Ireland. All we ask is that you all keep trying even 

when times are hard ... ple~e keep Ireland in min.d°because Ai~ling and ali Irish children need to 

be able to dream." 

On behalf of all Americans, I pledge that we will walk.with yo4 and work with you to build this 

peace ... to make this island not only a place where people dream ... but where dreams come 

true. 

# ## .. 

' ! i 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS TO THE PEOPLE OF OMAGH 

OMAGH, NORTHERN IRELAND 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1998 

Today I have returned to this land so deeply linked to my own. Today, I have come to Omagh 

[OH-muh] to grieve with you over the bomb that killed 28 innocent people on August 15, searing 

the soul of this island. And I have come to look with you toward the daybreak that always 

follows the blackest darkness. 

When I came to Northern Ireland in 1995, I saw a place filled with promise. I came then with 

the conviction that a new beginning was possible. I will never forget the people I met and the 

crowds I saw. It was a moment I s~all always remember. It. reaffirmed something I believe very 

deeply ... that our ability to talk and reason is at the core of what it means to be human. 

I return today with equally firm convictions. I was appalled and angry to learn of the bombing. 

But I was inspired to see the people close ranks after the tragedy. We all knew there would be 

challenges to this peace. This was the hardest challenge conceivable. But you responded with 

one voice. This peace will survive. It is stronger than ever. 

I have come to express my sympathy with the good people of Omagh ... the victims, their 

families, and the community at large. Sympathy and something more ... I want to share with 
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you my determined refusal to let this cowardly crime rob you of the new history you chose this 

spring. 

What happened here on August 15 was unspeakable and incomprehensible. It defied reason ... 

killing people sent to the wrong place. It defied category, killing Catholics and Protestants, 

young and old, people from Northern Ireland, Ireland, and abroad ... men, women, and children 

... even those about to be born. It defied the wonderful, generous spirit of 1998 ... a year in 

which differences were tabled for the greater good, and people spoke out with a united purpose. 

It is time the few stop ruining the lives of the many. It is time those who hate to stop bullying 

those who hope. A paradox I have never been able to solve is the fact that the most generous, 

kind-hearted, decent people on earth have wasted so many lives and so many centuries on a 

conflict that has brought no one victory or happiness. That people so accustomed to the sounds 

of laughter and song should find them drowned out by explosions, gunfire and sirens. That 

people so endowed with the gift of language should find their tongues stilled by fear and 

susp1c1on. 

The authors of this atrocity were not interested in building a better Northern Ireland. They were 

trying to kill the future. They live in the past. They belong in the past. They will stay in the 

past. 

The people of Northern Ireland have a right to be proud of tradition. That heritage will always 

be with you. But the time has come to let go of your darker history. It is time for a new 
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beginning. You are so close. You have come so far. In three short years, what was dismissed as 

a pipe-dream has become reality. You have renewed faith that decency can triumph over hatred 

... that we are worthy of the great capacity for reason our Creator has given to us. 

America and Northern Ireland came together in tragedy last month. The bombings in Nairobi 

and Dar-es-Salaam came only eight days before the bombing here. Today we are together again, 

resolved to punish those responsible, to triumph over fear, and to realize our higher potential. 

The greatest eulogy in my country's history was.Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. A gruesome 

battle had just killed many thousands on both sides, including large numbers of men who spent 

most of their lives on this island. Many Americans wondered if we could continue as a nation. 

Lincoln spoke simply, and said that we had no choice ... that we had to go on and redeem the 

sacrifice, or the sacrifice would be even more incomprehensible. 

We must apply that clear thinking to the events that happened ·here. The best way to make sense 

of what happened at Omagh - the only way we can make sense of this tragedy - is to build on it. 

The world must not brook a descent into terror. Not in Africa. Not in Bosnia. Not in Northern 

Ireland. You have come too far to watch this peace slip away. Let mindless violence be 

replaced by open-minded dialogue. Let this bomb be the death knell of extremism. This 

morning, the members of the Northern Ireland Assembly gathered at Stormont. I was proud to 

be there. This is the beginning of your new history. 

--- -- ·--------------
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Life will never be the same in Omagh. But it will go on. Since the bombing, one of the victims, 

Nicola Emery, has given birth to a healthy baby. I pray that baby will live a long and full life 

across the 21st century, proud of a hometown that learned through tragedy the meaning of 

community. 

Let me close by reading from a letter our ambassador in Dublin received from Michael Gallagher 

of County Mayo. 

"You don't know me and you may not even get this letter, but after yesterday's tragedy, I just 

wanted to do something. I am 29 years old and I am an Irishman to the very core of my being, 

but throughout my life there has never been peace on this island. 

"I never realised how precious peace could be until my wife Martina gave birth to our daughter 

Aisling [ASH-ling] twenty months ago. We don't want her to grow up in a society that is 

constantly waiting for the next atrocity, the next bunch of young lives snuffed out in a sea of 

hatred and fear. 

"Aisling's name means 'vision' or 'dream' and we have a dream of what Ireland might be like 

when she grows up. Ireland could be a place where dreams come true, where people would 

achieve things never imagined before and where people would not be afraid of their neighbours. 

Hopefully this can happen, but after yesterday one has to wonder. 
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" ... we know how much America has done for Ireland. All we ask is that you all keep trying 

even when times are hard ... please keep Ireland in mind because Aisling and all Irish children 

need to be able to dream." 

On behalf of all Americans, I pledge to Aisling in Mayo and Nicola's newborn here in Omagh 

that we will work with your parents to build this peace ... to make this island not only a place 

where people dream ... but where dreams can come true. 

### 
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Schedule Proposal 

ACCEPT 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

BRIEFING TIME: 

DURATION: 

8480 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

date __ 12 .... / 28 I 98 

REGRET --- ---

Stephanie Streett 

Samuel Berger({) A~ 
Melanne Verveer f~ 

PENDING 

Private meeting with Claire Gallagher 
from Omagh, Northern Ireland at the 
Residence. 

Follow up on a promise made during 
the President's visit to Northern 
Ireland and to show support for omagh 
bombing recovery efforts. 

The President and First Lady met Ms. 
Gallagher during their visit to omagh 
in September. The First Lady also 
met Gallagher at the Royal Victorian 
Hospital in Belfast. Gallagher 
became blind because of the explosion 
and hopes to keep playing the piano. 
She has expressed through two 
organizations (one, a non-profit 
"Make a Wish" type foundation, the 
other is a film producer on contract 
to the BBC) her wish to play for the 
President and First Lady at the White 
House. 

Brief meeting in Omagh; First Lady 
spent more time in the Belfast 
hospital. 

OPEN 

TBD 

30 minutes 
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LOCATION: Residence 

PARTICIPANTS: TBO 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: TBD 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Briefing to be provided by the NSC. 

MEDIA COVERAGE: TBD. 

FIRST LADY'S ATTENDANCE: Requested. 

VICE PRESIDENT'S ATTENDANCE:Not required. 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

CONTACT: 

ORIGIN OF THIS PROPOSAL: 

SECOND LADY'S ATTENDANCE: 

NSC. 

Larry Butler, 6-9151 

Correspondence from Shay Kinsella and 
Iain Webster 

Not required. 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON.DC 20504 

December 22, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER g)\~ 
THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DONALD K. BANDLER"Ji 
. -, 

LAWRENCE E. BUTL~ / 

Omagh Follow-up -- Request for Presidential 
meeting 

8480 

Embassy Dublin forwarded a letter from an Irish non-profit, the 
"Share a Wishu foundation, asking for assistance in bringing a 
young Omagh bombing victim, Claire Gallagher, to the White 
House. Separately, an independent film producer claiming to 
have a commission from the BBC to make a documentary on 
Gallagher wrote the First Lady asking for her assistance with 
the same person. 

Coincidentally -- perhaps -- both parties mentioned a second 
young victim, a boy named Stephen Coyle. The Share a Wish 
foundation asked for the Embassy's assistance in arranging for a 
visit to NASA and meeting with an astronaut. 

Embassy Dublin and Ki Fort are in the process of vetting the 
bona fides of the requesting organizations. Dublin is also 
facilitating contact with NASA for the Share a Wish foundation 
and will advise us if any assistance in needed. 

I have verified with Melanne Verveer that the First Lady met 
Claire Gallagher both during her visit to the Royal Victorian 
Hospital in Belfast and again in Omagh at the Community Center. 
The First Lady would very much like to follow through on the 
invitation to play the piano at the White House and is prepared 
to follow our recommendation regarding involvement by the film 
producers and the Share a Wish people. 

Attached is a scheduling proposal for Gallagher's visit to the 
White House. We will defer to after the holidays on the 
specifics of how that visit will be arranged given questions I 
have on the sponsoring organizations, the desirability of 
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granting exclusive film coverage, and how to handle the 
potential demonstration effect of an invitation for one person 
from Omagh. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the scheduling proposal at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Scheduling proposal 

Tab A Incoming correspondence 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

December 21 

Melanne, 

Attached are two (competing) sets 
of correspondence concerning two of the 
children injured in the Omagh bombing. 
Both purport a Presidential or First 
Lady promise to the girl blinded in the 
blast, Claire Gallagher, to have her 
play at the White House when she was 
able. Ki Fort thinks the First Lady 
may have spoken to Claire in Omagh, but 
not the President. 

Ki and I are worried at what could 
be exploitation of these children for 
publicity. I've asked our Embassy to 
put the Irish "Make a Wish" foundation 
in contact with NASA regarding the boy 
who is mentioned. I wonder if you 
could give me a read on what the First 
Lady's recollection and preference is 
for Claire Gallagher. I'd like to 
leave the foundation and the 
documentary producer out of the 
equation -- we find it odd that her 
family has not contacted us directly. 

46 My l4dy's Mile. HolywOOd, 

Co Down. Northern Ireland. aria~.-. 
•c>t?'ruc 012~2 <:.2723:5 

Em;ill: ;c~twor~ .... dj;s,@cir.&LC:O ul< 

First Lady, Hillary 

l:esitate to cc:::1tact 

services to broadcasting and 1ndus:y 
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United States of America 
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...... To:. &grrespondence 
'-•'- (ct'~v . 

From: Maevc A BuCkl •y. 11 ,5 · _!•hassJ llnbl1D ~ro;m:AJ 

Subject: Encl.oseCI leu:er -reglircUng Ou;h bombing. 

Qff·jsc 

~fo of Pages =-....i.ai---(In c! u ding· this p .age) D :i r e!_..JD1.1.1:.eiiiSCol:ll1P110h1.1eur;:_.a.1,,,.A,.,__.,1.;:;s1.:;19i.c.!..___ 

Comments: Plea.se passtthi$ letter to the apprapr1.at:e 

oftice.. I yqul d ap'Drttci• t• ·if t.his could be ansveced tA the 

paople who wxpte tbe epclg:;'ed-letter. I b,ave called them to say that 
··--:. 

we are passin2 on the letter-to t:he Wbit11 House. Thank youfor your 

FAX: 353-1-660-3217 TEL: 353 - l- 6609-378 

.. ·Protocol Office 



.. 
American Ambassador, 
Amt!!rican Embassy. 
42 Eglln Rd, 
Dublin4. 

Denr Ambusador, 

.-\uc..loL l LL'\.1 ::iu., 
1·nr- 1,u. ..-..1..,; .a. ._....,""-''-• ~ . . . 

.... ...... ...., 

09/12198 

l am wrltlni to s1:c: if you can hclp me make a dream co~ true for two -.Jery 
special children and their families_ 

Stepbeo Co)1c and Claire Gallagber a..-c two children who were seriously 
injured in the Qmag1i boriib1n • • . 
Stcpbea is 9yrs old. He took a blast in bis stomach and suJT'crcd :scveie 

= abdomiJlal in1uriea and shrapnel damage and has been in hospital since that 
terrible day. He will spend a long time in and out ofhospitaJ for future 
treatment. 

Stephen's dream is Co be a real space man and visit N.A.S.A. space centre to see 
·'how it all works. He also dreama of visiting Disncyworld in Florida with his 

family. 

_ Qpin Gallnrh•r- is 1 Syr.11 old who wu also in shoppinii with her friends on that 
fatal day and lost both her eyes in the bombing due to shrapnel injuries . 

... 9.airs iu.gift.cd pianist and dr&f~c:!n!-d!-X-'?!...b.!iri..~S.!...t:.9.f'.l~.,..e~,!l,_...~j~.J:a .. 

.. ~adly may not ~wen bc\':ou.:sc ofl!,C! inj~-;s4 
Only now has the reaHsation of~lairc's injurie' hit her parents and they are 
feeling lost, fclglttened and are trying to adjust 1:0 tbc horrific; situation of Claire 
being blind. 

Claire is an amazing young girl how wants to leave tJ:ie p&$t 1x:hind and get on 
with life. She is !low stud,X!n...s. br_a~~!~J. ~eyfano. 

• • 

Si~ Children in Ireland Nwed a HoUday Home NOW- and YOU CA/\I HELP US BUILD IT 

-~'4Jj UUJ 
• . 

ffr.ao· O$Jlct 

roo-"r 
u.rtd, ""'-' 
Tmlr HT•llu.t 
,...: lldf-31J3" .... ........ ......_ .... 
f'DtlMl ladr Qarftoll 

/Jlnaon 
s. lrlnslfllo - l'oulltler 
cr-r--'rn"',...,,. 
Award lf«lpJ1n1) 

IC. HajfEI 

L. Bruad 

c_ "'°"' 
t.c,al Arl~llan 
Wfl.tlo11 II C:D, 

Acco&mrona 

W. •- t:orr1 fl ~o-

lftg1s1C1TcJ 'horilobl~ 
nDll·pl'Dlif 1110""19 
Gfl'O'NtiiDl:an 
Cl/'( 10006 



·-
~ ......... .JV.• r nl\ 1,u, ..J~..J A. UUU..JC.. •I 

When President Clinton met Claiic in hospital he: promised th~ w~ she .. ~~. 
j. better slie c~ld com! ta th;, W..b!~~ H~~~e and E!~Y t~~.R~~~~~~~l 
£.!~ . 
CJajrc aJso war(ci to visit DisncywQrld with her fiunily u they have all suft'ered 
10 much u-auma these last few months and they would love to get away fi'om h 
even if it's ju s.t for a week. 

They havo contacted me to see if 1 cu make their dreams come true and bring a 
little sunahine into their Jives after all the darkness . 

. . We wiU do anything we can to bring these dreams to the very doorsteps of Clan: 
aad Stephen and any ~p we can get to do so. would be so much appreciated. 

fan >'.9!! bem,us by making contact with the .. 'YJ!~,m N.~S.A !l?.~ 
~ OD e bcba1£a If yau ™ Wtaei ua, wuu1d you give us thC niune• of 
the people we ~ go to dil'.ctly. 

The entire world was ahocked:Jt Uie Omaah bombing but here i~ .an opportunity 
to refill so muc'.h d.arlames witliJot'i. ~f i!iJnshine.. · -

.. '·-····- - -· -

>\f. r-~- Clinton. and his wife made the promise. pu.·. blicity to havci Clain: In the .... 7 
White House so I have no ~.i., will keep his promise. We just need your ,I 

· help to make the dr:ums be~rncuueality. . _ -· 

Obviously the dreams will atttaci a.·lot of publicity on both sides of the Atlantic 
and it will look wonderfid far the American Ambassador and President to be 
seen to reach oul a hand of 10v.a anct: fti~bip to these two very special 
children. 

. .,. . l. . _, 

1 will be happy to~ with you .or -one of your aids ro discus& the pmposal. 

As wo ate trying to do this in Ima '99.·a_ quiclc. reply would be really appreciated. 

YouD sincerely, 

Sh~sella. 
Pounder/Director. 

• 

.. 

_:,j..,..:! ....... · .. 

:; ....... 

. . ~.'..? - • ·' 

-ll" .'•. ,.,.. 

... ~:-

. .. ~ ..... . 



HMEPILAN Crn·ISULRTE GEN Fax :01-232-239016 

Mrs Hillary Clinton, 
The First Lady's Office, 
The White House, 
1600 Pennsy1vania Avenue, 
T\/Vashin:-ton DC 

0 

2C·SOO 

12. ~ 1.98 

~ r<)is, Ct~J~ ., 

21 Dec '98 15:06 P. o:::,/06 

46 My Lady's Mile. Holywood, 

Co. Down, Northern Ireland. BT1 a 9EN. 
uaa11:=ai:-:: C'J 232 ~.2:2e;; 

Email: networ•rncd1s@dr.e: ~c ;,i~ 

Iv~y name is Iain V\lebster. I have worked for the BBC in 
Northern Ir~la."'1cil sii.""'lce 1982. Until recently I was Editor of 
t.b .. = evening TV news progra..""nme, and I a.."'TI now a freelance 
film maker. 

I have been commissioned by t..i-ie BBC nationally to direct, 
produce a.£cl film a 50 minute documentary which has the 
provisional title : "Omagh - the Legacy of Pain." 

H steI!ls from the dreadful events of August 15th when the 
"Real lRA'' bomb exploded m the town killing 28 people and 
injuring more than 300 otnei"s. Another person has since 
died, from this, the worst terrorist atrocity in t..11.e history cf 
th2 "Troubles." 

services to broadcasting and industry 
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J bave made contact with just two of the d.r.>zens of young 
pe()pie whc ·were badly injured in the biiast. 

They, fu~d fu~fr parents, are allowing m.·e tc fil.-rn tl-iem ::ner: 
·t_1-:J.e next ~,•ie!ve months as they take the long :Lea.cl t~ 
i-e·~-:J..,1e;r~r. 

P.DJ/06 

St,~phen Coyie is ten and from Straba11e. He has a major 
shouldeJL inju.iry and spent six T.;1eeks in h::ispital - underg0ing 
twel-:;1e operations. He nearly died. 

Claire GaBa.ghe:r, who you met during yo•.J.r 1.risit, :is 15 and 
focm Omagh itself. She has lost the sight of both ·eyes - a 
devastating i:o.jury, but her sheer bra.very and det.~rminat:ion . . 
11s a.ii.uazmg. 

My documentary takes the viewer th.rough the d-J.Idren 's 
time in h·~spital and tl"'-1.rough t•::ii the im.portant events in 
their very altered lives. 

V/H1"'l Stephen and his parent Francis and Linda I have 
filmed his plastic surgery, physiotherapy, saying goodbye to 
the nursing staff, returning to Omagh to visit the bomb site. 
!\re just filmed a sequence v-"1.th his consulta.i.."1.t surgeon who 
says Stephen has ma.de a..:.1. amazing recovery cousider:L.-u.g 
the severity of his injury. 

Claire is determined to fulfil her dream to become a pianist -
e·,ren tl-iough she heard four weeks ago th.at she will n.ever 
see a.gain. 

Thankfully r.ausic is the one thing the bomb couldn't take 
away from. her. I have filmed her on a day trip with her 
parents, tl1.ree sisters and brother, to the Ulster ft..merican 
Folk Park, where she speaks bravely about being caught in 
the explosion. 
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i have he1 on tape playing piano alongside Phil Coulte:r a'~ a 
chariry soccer match, and Phil is going to giver her a 
peic-sonal piano t~sson after Christmas. She met Garth~ 
Br-ooks just this week. She plans to complete the very 
dzmand.ing Duke of Edinburgh Award in the Sp:.-ing. 

Claire's f&-nily mentioned to me that you had. said to Claire 
b.'-lat when she was feeling better it would be wonderlul if she 
cou1dl play for you and the President. ·-

";~r;/hat I am ~nond-eria.z.g is, is that a real possibili1y? 

If it is, K would get Claire aii."'1.d her parents to America to 
L.-,.clud.e tl"iat very poignant moment in the documentary. 

I just heard from my colleague:s at the BBC m London that 
you may be asked to send a message to Claire for a special 
Christmas Day TV programme. 

Actor Lia:.-n Neeson is considering my request to present my 
film. It is due to be broadcast in August next year, and will 
be seen a.cross the world. 

Claire's mum and dad, l\/Iarie and Seamus, know I am 
writing to you. 

I shouRd have fo.i.ished filming by May and wou1ld like to have 
d"le rtlm comp!eted by July. 

Adding your p:reaence to this i..'ll"ll.credible story of two 
child:ren's bravery would make a powerful contribution to 
the documentary. 
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I. PURPOSE 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TELEPHONE CALL WITH 
PRIME MINISTER TONY BLAIR 

DATE: September 11, 1998 
LOCATION: Oval Office 

TIME: 4:15 - 4:35 p.m. 

FROM: SAMllEL BERGER,· 

,· 

To discuss further steps in ttie Ncrthern Ireland peace 
process to follow up your v~:'si t, as well as review 
developments in Russia and n~te that you will see him in 
New York on September 21. · 

II. BACKGROUND 

6252 

Northern Ireland. Your visit last week helped unlock a 
growing logjam on.Good Fridr.:y Accord implementation (Adams 
statements on violence and this week's first-ever Adams­
Trimble meeting), but the d!'·commissioning-Shadow executive 
deal is proving elusive. Tony Blair will want to outline 
his ideas for a second rou~0 of steps that could get Adams 
and Trimble over their resp,'.ctive hurdles. 

Trimble delivered on his premise to you last week to meet 
with Gerry Adams. He engaged Adams in direct dialogue at a 
multilateral event Monday, and then had an one-on-one 
yesterday. P 
Assembly e's majority 

, _ _....,~up can now trigger 
the s cial "suf ficien~ . ensus" voting mechanism. 

· le will hav~& eal o the pro-accord but non-
aligned )\~_S3eml5ly me~irs (Wcme Coalition and Alliance} 

/ to_reg-uter a.~ unionhst:s for tact.Leal voting reason~~ 

\Adams and Trimble agreed to meet again next week. The next 
events are. the September 14-15 meeting of the new Assembly, 
which will be followed by announcement of a final round of 
consultations September 28-29 before Trimble moves forward 

-EONPIDEllTIAL 
Reason: l.S(d) 
Declassify On: 9/10/08 

DECLASSIFIED 
PER E.O. 13526 
~o\3- o"\1.l · M 
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on naming the new Executive. This allows three weeks ~f'/ 
finalize a decommissioning deal. / 

./ 

Trimble could be toppled as UUP leader next month..-at the 
party convention if he were to put SF into the E~C'ecuti..Ye--­
absent an actual act of decommissioning. Howe,ver, /Starting 
decommissioniT;1g in exchange for seats on the..-Executive is 
more than Ad.a!Ut-can sell to IRA hardliners. ·As Bertie 
Ahern outlined, he and Blair are working to exploit the 
RIRA cease-fire and lessened security threat to sell the 
consequent drawdown in the British sec~rity presence as 
"demilitarization," to secure an IRA unilateral response 
(explosion of Semtex that could be v~iified afterwards). 

A down payment was made yesterda~~hen Chief Constable 
Flanagan announced that he no loriger needs British Army 
patrols to protect the polj_ce in Belfast, which has been 
understood as a prelude to 1JK troop withdrawals. ~~~ 
t.n-;llie-·-Bri t isfr-is--tha-t--E-hey- .. eeu-ld-b-ec:rccuse_a_or- ·. 
legit'mizing the IRA if they were to engage in a~f· rce. 
dra~d ~n exercl)>e wit~ ter~Grist~-~ ~hi~/wii). r_~. ir,.~·iou, 
B~air find Ahe:z::11 to -~mg~ in v7ry ~ie~;- and/p~ps na,X ( / 
diplom~cy to /s~t/up ~he;?chor,.~ography /t~a t 1~ ~e~ /T7~l'' 
cover /to le7· Sinn Fein /int?" the ~ecutive,(111~ tqe/IRA 
to spin to ~r folk 1thy" decomnf ~S:ioning, and protJ6ts 
Blair from accusati~nS---of appea~ent. 

I ::'\ . 
W~ h~;e,some up~..efrning leverag~ith Adams. He is f':anning 
a; v~,si t \to the,/ Uni t;ed State~./ in 'pctober,/· an will, \ 
und,6ubt~dly 7eek ari Oval O}/fice ~eetirµJ; thi w ld b~-----· 
~ppropria.1:£' if he i\_in _yhe Exec.l-tiv/ and eng ged in 
c;!,.ecommissioning. --" 

Russia. Primakov's nomination is likely to sail through 
confirmaiion on Friday. Early indications about the makeup 
of the ~abinet are not encouraging. Gorbachev-era figures 
such qs Gerashchenko and Maslyukov have the inside track 
for the Central Bank and ma~roeconomic czar positions, 
respectively. Gerashchenko is the man who tried to solve 
Ru,tfoia' s problems in 1992 by printing money to keep 
~actories open, sparking 25~ monthly inflation. Maslyukov 

,.has similar views. If the downward spiral continues, it 
will likely accelerate. Th~ impacts are predictable: run 
away inflation, further erosion of the currency, food 
shortages, the industrial sector goes idle, black markets, 
crime and corruption become pervasive. 

;,c\C ·,'-,.·., 
.. -1.: .. ·. 

I II -EOtfPIDEH'fIAh 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DATE, TIME 
AND PLACE: 

Telcon with Sinn Fein Leader Gerry Adams (U) 

The President 
Gerry Adams 

Notetakers: Joel Schrader, Jenny McGee, 
Miles Murphy, Matt Sibley, Robert Ford and 
Lawrence Butler 

April 1, 1999, 6:14 - 6:20 a.m. EST 
The Residence 

The President: Hello, Gerry. (U) 

Mr. Adams: You're up very early. (U) 

The President: I've been briefed on where you guys are now. I 
think the Prime Ministers are very worried about a two-week 
delay and I just called to ask if there's anything that can be 
done to do it quicker. (J21 

Mr. Adams: I understand you have been trying to get in contact. 
I was in with Tony and Bertie. I don't know but I think we may 
have an agreement that, even though there would be a two-week 
timeframe, I would probably get back an indication quicker than 
that; can't say. (~ 

I stepped out from the talks to make this call. We are actually 
against an adjournment. What we have done is told the 
government that this is not working the way that they wanted. 
Nonetheless, we went back in and gave the government our best 
assessment, and now that they're undertaking to try it again. 
We would have preferred more time, but they went against our own 
.advice. So we have jumped before we were shoved. (j2'7 

We are against an adjournment. We need cover. The thing that 
will guarantee this is that we're not ganging up with everyone 
else against the IRA. We just have to believe that it's going 

CONFIDEH'fIAL 
Reason: 1. 5 (d) 
Declassify On: 4/1/09 
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to be managed. We moved from that position to doing what they 
wanted us to do. (j2') 

The President: In other words you think there's some way you 
can give him some sort of assurance -- (>2"J 

Mr. Adams: Very definitely assured. We have to sort this out. 
We have suffered our first defeat in terms of the internal 
management. Secondly, we cannot guarantee anything else other 
than our very, very best to get back to them as quickly as 
possible to let them know how we're getting it on and what has 
happened. (J21 

The President: Yes. Let me ask you this, how will it work if 
privately you can tell them ... why do you want to wait two weeks 
before you go public? (IZ') 

Mr. Adams: We have actually suggested that they call bilaterals 
on Tuesday a week from now. We need more time, then, to get 
away from any prescribed timeframe which engages people. 
Obviously, if we can get back to them with some indication in 
four days, three days, two days. We'll do all of that. We 
don't want to go to the far extreme of any timetable. 1.,121 

The President: Okay, I got it. ()21 

Mr. Adams: Is that fair enough? We need space and cover to 
make this work, and the last thing we want is public 
speculation. The last thing we want is to have Sinn Fein seen 
as ganging up on the IRA because that will get people's backs up 
and make our jobs harder. We will get back with them with 
honest soundings and that clearly will help them well within the 
two weeks. ()21 

The President: Okay. I understand. (s;e-? 

Mr. Adams: I'm going back in to see Tony and Bertie within 
minutes here. Do you want me to call you back? (J21 

The President: I will just call you back if we need to talk 
again. (J21 

Mr. Adams: Good luck. Thanks. (U) 

The President: Goodbye. (U) 

-- End of Conversation --
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