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BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERI\ORS 
UNITED STATES OF ~RICA 

The: Honorable William J Clinton 
The \Vhite Hot1se 

Dear Mr President 

Odoher 23, 1997 

~~~7,;·-

i\ 

VOA has been broadcasting to China in local 
since its fOunding in 1942, and today reaches the PRC in Mandarin. 

Recently, access to VOA' s Mandarin Internet text service has b~en 
greatly rcstrickd in Beijing in a new form of interference with the free flow of information to 
readers, as well as listeners, in the Chinese capital 
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BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

The Ilunorahlc William J. Clinton 
The White House 

Dear Mr. Pre~ident: 

.Tunc9, 1998 

)·-

On behalf of the members of the presidentially-appointed Diparti~an Hroadeasting 
Board of Governors (BBG), I am writing lo exprc~s grave concern regarding China's 

continue~~dioFrect\s!!JB.EA.l..w.llY!!i£~1/J~ca!i~.~ 
~rul.Ii.!!£t. It is ou.- hope that your upcoming trip to China wm prnent an 
~s~!£.!~ise this i~orta~~-~~th the Q!!!esc government. 

Radio Free Asia and the Voice of America arc built on widely recognized principles 
of Article 19 of the llniversal Declaration of Human Rights. The article states: "Everyone 
has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers." This right is the cornerstone of the U.S. 
International Broadcasting Act of 1994 enacted by a bipartisan Congress and signed by 
you on April 30th of that year. A fully informed citizenry is an essential prerequisite for a 
truly democratic government. E1.pansion of democracy abroad is key to a more peaceful 
and prosperous world. 

We arc grateful that your Administration consistently has recognized the vital 
importanceoftheworkof RI!'A ~tnd the VOA. In a letter to the U.S. Congress dated .Tunc 
18, 1997, you wrute that "it is critical that we encourage initiatives to promote the free 
exchange of ideas and information, anti J welcome your call for increased funding to 
expand U.S.-supported international broadcasting into China." You added that your 
Administration "has strongly supported broadcasts to China by both Radio .Free Asia and 
theVoiceofAmerica." 

The VOA has been broadcasting to China in local languages and English since its 
founding in 1942. The VOA now broadcasts ten houn; daily in Chinese Mandarin, une 
hour in Cantonese, and two hours in Tibetan, and offers a wide-ranging mix of public 
affair.~ and call-in programming. China's jamming ofVOA's shortwave broadcasts, and 
it~ blocking of the Internet text service, are a serious impediment to the ability of the 
Chinese people to understand America and their own region. Until1997, when the Chinese 
government clamped down on access to VOA's web page, 50% ofVOA's weekly 200,000 
worldwide "hits"were from China. Today, the number of bits from China bas dwindled to 
nearly zero. 
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HFA bej.!;an broadcasting to China in Mandarin on Septemher 29, 1996, and its 
Tibetan service was inaugurated on December I, 1996. These broadcasts also have been 
subjected to extensive jamming. On May 18, 19WI, H. FA commenced broadcaMing to China 
in Cantonese, anti jamming of these broadcasts bcg;an on May 30. Your :\dministration 
has opposed the jamming of international radio broadcasts as an infrin~cmcnt ofthe 
principles articulated in Article 19 of the tJniversal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
U.S. International Rroadcasting Act of 1994. 

The Hoard realizes that the U.S.*China ..-dationship encompasses a wide range of 
complex and often competing interests. Nonetheless, it is the stronl!,"ly held view of the 
bipartisan BBG that the issue of China's jamming ofRFA and VOA is sufficiently 
imporlant to be an agenda item in your meetings wilh Chinese officials, Your support of 
our activities has underscored that U.S. international broadcasting without interference 
advances U.S. foreign polk-y interests as well as freedom, democracy, and human rights 
lhroughout the world. 

Members of the Broadcasting Board of Governors 

DaYid Burke, Chairman 
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Cheryl Halpern 
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