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AMEMORANDUM Fo\rw‘ﬁ PRESIDENT n

FROM:
SUBJECT:

A number of prominent private Americans would like to travel to Centralﬁa to reView
relief efforts for the Rwanda refugees. We have deferred these requests until now because we di
not want such a group to interfere with more important relief efforts. However, with the situation
in the refugee camps in Goma starting to stabilize, the installation ofa new government in

-Rwanda and renewed c0ncerns over instability in Burundi, it would be useful for a group of
prominent prrvate Americans to travel to the region on your behalf (see Tab A)

The purpOse‘ of the rnission would be four-fold:_ o

e It would support our policy of sending high-profile delegations to Bu jumbura to shore up -
Burundi’s political stability and to Kigali to reinforce our message that the new government
needs to broaden its base, avord retribution and create conditions for the return of refuoees

e The publicity generated during and after the trlp would help enlist contmued support and
" contributions for pubhc and prwate relief efforts : .

0_' The visit would allow these individuals to see and report back on how we-are using American
' mllltary personnel and-tax dollars to save lives.. :

e The visit would reach outto an 1mportant group of Americans to help strengthen the U.S.
constituency for Africa. ‘ .

A seasoned diplomat such as former U.N. Ambassador Don McHenry might serve as head of the _

' delegation and spokesperson in meetings with foreign government officials. For maximum impact
and ﬂexrbihty, the delegation would fly on U.S. military aircraft to Kigali to meet with
government officials, UNAMIR forces, the U.N..special representative, private relief agencies-and
others. The group would then fly into Goma on a relief flight, assuming conditions still permit,

- where the group would meet with relief agencies, including UNHCR and private groups, and
review the relief efforts. We envision a meeting with village ¢ elders in the camps who continue to’
spread ethnic hatred and distrust of the new government in Rwanda. ‘The group would then travel
to Bujumbura to convey a strong message to Hutus and Tutsis alike of the néed for national

- cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



~ reconciliation and the resolution of the presidential succession issue, lest the tragedy in Rwanda

- be repeated in Burundi. We would refine the message the party would convey as we get closer to’
its departure. Upon return, the delegation would meet with you and/or other senior officials to
report on their i 1mpre551ons of their travel We are workmg with the State Department and DOD
on arrangements. - :

Attachment

"~ TabA - Listof Potenual Part1c1pants for Pre51dent1al Deleoatxon .
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR:
" Eric P. Schwartz
Morton H. Halperin

FROM: Donald K. Steinberg
(STEINBERG)
SUBJECT: . Rwanda

Eric:

20-RApr-1994 08:29 EDT

( SCHWARTZ )
( HALPERIN )

I fully agree. I'm going over to see George Moose later

this morning to discuss next steps.

You should obviously make

your views known to Dick and Susan as well.

This is one of the reasons
involved with the Mongiue session.

I ‘want the President to be
I've found that on occasion

the only way to focus attention of decision-makers is to get them
personally involved -- once Mongiue describes the horrors of .
Rwanda to the President and once he is forced to deal head-on with

the continuing crisis on a human level, it will potentially lead

to a more complete discussion of the what we can do about it.
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