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'NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

09-Sep-1994 13:11 EDT

MEMORANDUM FOR: . , ‘ ‘ ' S L
: NONRECORD . . ‘ N ~ " ( NONRECORD@A1@QOEOB )

FROM: ) sonensht
' (sonensht@NSCSTF@OEOB@MSGATE@VAXB)

SUBJECT: [UNCLASSIFIED] Lippman.

Message Creation Date was at 9-SEP-1994 00:53:00

Tom lippman of the_Post will be seeing you:-at -4:30. He will want to talk '
about (3 subjects: Rwanda, Haiti and Cuba. ' ST :

RWANDA-- . i

I talked at length with Don Stelnberg He expects Lippman to advance an
argument along the following lines: The us ighored warning signs of .
trouble, we were spooked by Somalia, we

got scared off by ‘the costs of an enhanced peacekeeplng mission and declded
it wasn't worth it. In the end, we deserve .part of the blame for who lost
Rwanda not to mentlon the fact that Rwanda shows that we are resistant to
hav1ng US peacekeepers deployed -

~Arguments to refute'Lippman.

1. . If anythlng, this isa case where our experlences "in. Somalia d1d NOT
prevent us from doing the right thing. If we were .truly.spooked by Somalia,
"we.would have turned away entirely, instead of commlttlng 4000 American -
troops and spending $500 million to give the people of Rwanda humanitarian
help and a breathing space. We put Somalia behind us and moved into Rwanda
in full force. We could have ‘easily argued that we have no.vital interests, .
no refugee flow to the US, no issue of terrorism or drugs,.no.major '
de-stabilization in the region...and that this is a.Franco-Belgian problen.
We took a different path.. - . o

2. If you look at the (4) packages that we agreed to sign on-to doing:
water, the Goma airport, Entebbe hub, and food/supply distribution--we
have done all 4 beyond the call of duty. ' o S o
There is now more water than ‘even needed, the Goma airport is running well,
Entebbe still has 600 .US troops, and food and'supplies are getting‘in.

31 Let's . look back at how we responded to- danger s1gns-—not 1gnored them
: We*sent in Oct of 1993 2500 UN peacekeepers to the reglon

4., If Tom says that we pushed for the UN to withdraw its peacekeepers ‘after
the plane was shot down in "April, 'the response. should be that it -was
inappropriate  to leave a lightly armed force that had been sent in to
moniteor the Arusha accords, to handle the chaos. Other countrles were also
‘pulling out. T o ‘
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~5. ane it.became clear.that genoc1de was taklng place in Rwanda, this .
country led the way in getting the UN to act. On May 10th Gore met with
Boutros Boutros, Salem, and the President of Tanzania in ‘South Africa. Gore.
offered up money, logistical support and plannlng help. )
7 days later the UN passed a US- supported resolutlon for 5500 troops to be
sent : . .

6. On the dec1slon NOT to provide US peacekeepers and the notidn that PRD "
25 was designed to limit peacekeeping, with Rwanda fast- becomlng the lltmus
' test of that unw1lllngness-——I leave that to-you! - L

“

***You might suggest that Tom talk with Don Stelnberg for more detall on
chronology,‘etc
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