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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

9 5 NOV 19 A 9 2 9 
November 15, 1995 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE~IDENT 
FROM JACK QUINN 

COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT PFLP DEPORTATION CASE 

~~ 
Last year you asked Lloyd Cutler about a deportation case 

involving eight members of the PFLP, a Palestinian terrorist 
organization. Your question was prompted by an article in which 
Anthony Lewis charged that the government's position was 
inconsistent with the First Amendment. Lloyd, however, advised 
you that he agreed with the Justice Department position. (Tab A) 

DOJ informed me on Friday that the Court of Appeals ruled 
against the government in this case. Specifically, it adopted a 
broader view of the First Amendment rights of aliens than the 
go~~rnment argued, and it held that Due Process principles do not 
allow the secret use of classified information in legalization 
determinations. 

The Justice Department is considering whether to. appeal the 
ruling. The Washington Post editorialized against an appeal 
today. (Tab B). Nevertheless, as far as DOJ is concerned, an 
appeal is necessary and a virtual certainty. The Department is 
also reviewing how the decision affects the constitutionality of 
the counterterrorism legislation before the Congress, 
particularly those provisions permitting deportation of alien 
terrorists on the basis of classified information not shared with 
the alien. in certain situations. 

Tab A - Cutler Memo 
Tab B - Washington Post Editorial 
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THE WHITE HOUSE: 

WASH IN CJTO N 

August 25, 1994 

.MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ·LLOYD N. CUTLER 
_SPECIAL COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUB.TBCT: TONY LEWIS ARTICLE ON PPLP 

CC: LEON PANBTIA 
CHIEF OF STAFF .... , ... :· 

In rcaponse to your quettion about the PPLP case. we asked the Department of 
Justice to prepare tbe attached brief memorandum summarizing the case and its current 
status. · · 

f 

Although Joel and I are. srut admirers of Tony Lewis, we think that in this ca~e Tony 
.:, ,.. __ is_~~ ·arid:~ -~~~~t.of l,u~~ is. ~t •. -~.i: ·. _: . . • ·. · ·. 

' . ; . . .. -::· :: :>> . :<)•:\: . ·.: .. < .· ·.· . ;, .. ·.::_ . .: .,. . : . .·· . . . '• . 

· · _•: ~: ~- .. t~~-()1~,~ elaJtt ~~. o(~ _P_r:I.P, ~12C -~~:tho moat vio~ent Paleatinian 
terrorist orpmzatiON.·'.;Six of thein are Charled:;;W.l~ .. ~:~n.yiolatlons such as 
overstaying visas. but the other two, who are permanent residents. are charged with · · 
violations of tbe anti-tenorism provialona of the 1990 Immipation Act. They participated in 
t\md raisins in Los Angeles allegedly to f'lnaDce PPLP criminal activities, not "lawful 
activities. " 

The Department or Jultice polition doe• not argue that aliena have no First 
Amendment rigtua: it a.rsues that aliens can be depOrted if they uae· tbtir prese~ in this 
country to raiae money for and provi4e other support to terrorist orpntutions. 

My understanding is that the PFLP Ia anti-PLO and anti .. Arafat, and that it has 
continued to enaaae in mrrorist activities even after the stsninl of the Peace Accord.. 

- --- - Aa a .. re.mlt.of.the Lewil_articlo._ianet Reno hat uked the AuociAte Attorney General 
to review Juatlce Dep&rtment acdvitiOs b1'£hc·cowuet~t01T0dlm~maco·Cii11N··ihey &rcr ,. ·-- ·· 
con~t.teut .. wkh tbe Flnt AmetxlmeDt~--W~ _WillfollowJbe.reaUlta _of that review. 
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