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1. Senate advice and consent to the ratification of the Law of the Sea

There are important national security, economic, and
as well as

Convention:
environmental reasons to become a party to the LOS Convention;

interagency consensus that the Administration should seek to do so.
However, the LOS has competed with other treaties for attention.: Lost in
this shuffle is our view that ratification of the LOS would provide the

President with a lasting legal legacy to national security and to the rule
of law on the world's oceans.

Because ratification of the Convention should appeal across interest
spectrums a small investment in Presidential capital could go a long way.
Moreover, timing is important.

The U.S. as one of the major industrialized nations is guaranteed seats on
critical deep seabed mining executive bodies. We have held these positions
provisionally since 1994, but the final extension of provisional membership
expires in November 1998. Thus, if we are not Party by then, we lose these
positions, and it is unclear when we would be able to assume them again

even if we become Party next year.
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Juvenile justice legislation was considered this year, but did not pasy:
next year, Congress pass a juvenile justice bill that does ar

guarantee substantial, dedicated funding for juvenile crime prevention. Therd J@m

that we need to prosecute and punish young people who threaten the safetylaf our
communities, But we must also invest in the many millions more young pgople who have not -

gotten into trouble -- but are at risk of doing so. This is why I have called repeatedly for

SecondFwe must make it illegal for people who have committed serious, violent
ctimes as juveniles to obtain handguns when they become adults. We outlaw gun possession

for dangerous adults, but at the moment, it is possible that a person could commit a dangerous
or violent felony at 17 -- and buy a gun at 21. I urge Congress to close this loophole.

Third, theyju

venile Justlcc egislation must maintain, in reasonably strict form, the

ﬁ:] t inees in custody. There is no
than to\surround him with hardened
s Congress to do_away with the provisions
elinquents and adult criminals in jail.
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