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The washington Times, August 12, 1993 

FOCUS 

The White House issued a statement 

Tuesday saying Mrs. Clinton "has no reason to believe the comments [in 
the Foster memo] ... are accurate, " and that she was "aware of the 
miscommunication between the usher and decorator and is pleased that it has 
been resolved." 

While $337,000 may seem a princely sum for a populist president to 
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LENGTH: 1134 words 

August 11, 1993, Wednesday ~-

HEIIDLINE: Note shows anguish of Clinton counsel 

BYLINE: GEORGE E . CONDON Jr. 
Copley News Service 

KEYWORD: COMMUNICATIONS; COST; GOVERNMENT; LAW; LEADERS; MEDIA; NEWSPAPERS; 
POLICE; PROBES; PROBES; SUICIDES; TRIPS; USA; 

... question about the ongoing remodeling of some rooms in the White House, 
writing, "The Ushers Office plotted to have excessive costs incurred, taking 
advantage of Kaki and HRC." 

" Kaki" refers to Kaki Hockcr'smith, a Little Rock interior decorator 
brought in by Hillary Rodham Clinton (liRe) to oversee the project. The 
Usher's Office is technically in charge of any such renovation of the White 

House. The project is being 
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HEADLINE: Note left by aide reveals distress, makes allegations 
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The Boston Globe, August 11, 1993 

FOCUS 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

KEYWORD: NAME-FOSTER SUICIDE PROBE 

BODY: 
... seen in 11 years of traveling with the president." 

In one of the most intriguing notations, Foster said the White House 
Usher's Office, which oversees renovations in the Executive Mansion, had 

"plotted to have excessive costs incurred, taking advantage of Kaki and HRC." 
That was a reference to Kaki Hockersmith, a Little Rock decorator who did work 
at the White House, and Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

Gearan said that there was no plot and that Foster was apparently referring 
to a "miscommunication" between Hockersmith and chief usher Gary Walters. 
Gearan said Hockersmith and Walters had originally agreed upon a $ 250,000 bill 
for the decorating services, which 

... illegal benefits they received from the travel staff 

The GOP has lied and misrepresented its knowledge a nd role a nd covered up a 
prior investigation 

The Ushers Office plotted to have excessive costs incurred, taking 
advantage of Kaki and IIRC 

The public will never believe the innocence of the Clintons and their loyal 
staff 

The WSJ editors lie without consequence 

I was ... 
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LENGTH: 979 words 

HEADLINE: Clinton counsel's final note blasts D. C 

BYLINE: By Michael Tackett and Mitchell Locin, Tribune Staff Writers. 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

... over a city where "ruining people is considered sport" and lodged 
accusations against the FBI, the press and the obscure White House usher's 
office. 
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... Republican critics of the 
president and t.he White House Histori ca 1 Society's renovation of 
the \~hi te House. 

One reference suggested that the 
Office'' took advantage of Hillary 
""plotting to have excessive costs 
ongoing renovation of the White House. 
renovations. 

by 
the 

Gearan said the White House 
trying ""to mukc sense'' of the 

federal authorities ure still 
contained ... 

. . . illegal benefits they 
received from the truvel staff. 
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FOCUS 

'"'The GOP has lied and misrepresented its knowledge and role and covered up a 
pr lor investigation. 

""The Ushers Office plotted to have excessive costs 
incurred, taking advantage of Ko.ki and HRC. 

""The public will never believe the innocence of the 
Clintons and their loyal staff. 

""The WSJ (Wall Street Journul) editors lie ... 

. . . in large part ~lith the purge of the 
White House travel office staf-f, l·thich sparked;-, polit-.ical 
fino•.storm and embarrassed the adnlinistr;:J.tion. The "" Ushers Office'' 
refers to the White House household stuff. "" Kaki' ' is the nickname 
of Katherine Hockersmith, an interior designer brought in to help 
with redecoration of the White House. HRC refers to first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, investigators said. 

Source: Chronicle wire services 
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The MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour, August 11, 1993 

FOCUS 

investigation. The Ushers Office plotted to have excessive cost incurred, 
taking advantage of Kaki and HRC. " That is Little Rock interior designer 
Kaki Hockersmith and Hillary Rodham Clinton . " The public will never believe 

the innocence of the Clintons and their loyal staff. The WSJ (Wall Street 
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... reason to believe t hat that is the case. My sense is we're not aware of 
any facts to support that ." 

Foster also charged that the Nhite House Usher's Office, which is in chargE 
of maintenance of the building and other administrative tasks, had " p l otted to 
have excessive costs incurred ," apparently in the redecoration of the White 
House, being supervised by Katherine Hockersmith, a Little Rock decorator whose 
nickname is Kaki. Foster asserted that the Usher's Office had taken 
advantage of " Kaki and HRC," apparently referring to the first lady. 

But Cear an said yesterday t hat while there had been a miscommunication 
between the Usher's Office and the decorator over the costs, which escalated 
from$ 250,000 to$ 377,000, this was apparently a. " misunderstanding" and that 
the higher n umber was due to overtime that had to be paid to ... 

• , • l ate Whi te House lawyer ' s belongings. It was released yesterd ay by the 
u.s. Park Police, who investig ated the death . The " Ushers Office" refers to 
the White House household staff. " Kaki " is the nicKname of Kat herin e 
Hockersmi th, a Little Rock, Ark., interior designer brought in to h elp 

redecorate the White House . " HRC" refers to first lady Hillary Rodh am clinton 

"I made mistakes from ignorance, inexperience and overwork 

• , , illegal benefits they r eceived from the travel staff 
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FOCUS 

"The GOP has lied and misrepresented its knowledge and role and covered up a 
prior investigation 

Ushers Office plotted to have excessive costs incurred, taking 
of Kaki and HRC 

"The public wi1l never believe the innocence of th"' Clintons and their loyal 
staff 

"The l"t'SJ (Viall street Journal] editors lie 
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NEWS; Pg. 3 

HEADLINE: Foster's Note; 
White House lawyer cited misdeeds by FBI, media, staff 

BYLINE: By Timothy M. Phelps. WASHINGTON flUREAU 

DATELINE: Washington 

... benefits for reporters, Gearan said yesterday that "I hav"' no reason to 
believe that that is the case." 

Foster also charged that the ~/bite House Usher's Office, which is in charge 
of maintenance of the building and other administrative tasks, had "plotted to 
hqve excessive costs incurred," apparently in the redecoration of the White 
House, being supervised by Katherine Hockerst:tith, a Little Rock decorator whose 
nickname is Kaki. Foster asserted that the Usher's Office had taken 
advantage of " K<~.ki and HRC," apparently rcferri.ng to the first lady. 

But Gearan said yesterday th<J.t while there bud been a miscommunication 
between the U5hcr's Offi<.::e and the decorator over the costs, which escalated 
from $ 250, ooo to $ 377,000, this \·li'IS app;:..rently a "misunderstanding" and that 
the higher number was due to overtime thctt had t.o be paid to .. 

Text of Note 

Washington - Following is the text of a 
Counsel Vincent Foster. The " 
household staff. "Kaki" is 
Rock, l\.rk., interior designer 
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Star Tribune, August 11, 1993 

The public will never believe the 

FOCUS - 28 OF 33 STORIES 
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LENGTH: 554 words 

HEADLINE: Clinton aide's suicide note condemns unjust attacks 

BYLINE: Ian Brodie in Washington 

... travel office investigation when they controlled the White House. 

FOCUS 

In an unexplained comment, Mr Foster accused the White House usher's 
office, part of the household staff, of plotting to incur ''excessive costs'' 
and of taking advantage of Mrs Clinton and '' Kaki' ', thought to be Catherine 
Cornelius, the distant cousin assigned to the travel office. 

''The public will never believe the innocence of the Clintons and their loyal 
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Copyright 1993 Gannett Company, Inc. rYl.6~ 
USA TODAY \{ • 

August 11, 1993, Wednesday, FINAL EDITION 

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 1A 

LENGTH: 238 words 

HEADLINE: 'Sad' note clue to Clinton aide's suicide 

BYLINE: Sam Vincent Meddis 

KEYWORD: VINCENT FOSTER:SUICIDE NOTE:CLINTON AIDE:WHITE HOUSE STAFF:CLINTON 
ADMINISTRATION 

BODY: 
... about the controversial firings of White House travel office staffers. 

The media got "illegal benefits" from the office. 

The White House usher's office plotted to have excessive costs incurred in 
a redecorating project undertaken by Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
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USA TODAY, August 11, 1993 

FOCUS 

The Justice Department is reviewing the assertions. 

Foster also took a shot at 

Copyrig::C~:,: ::n::t:3 c::::::~ Inc. N1f2 • '~ 
USA TODAY ~0 V\jYy-

August 11, 1993, Wednesday, FINAL EDITION 

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 

LENGTH: 800 words 

HEADLINE: Foster felt betrayed by Washington 
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KEYWORD: VINCENT FOSTER:CLIN'I'ON AIDE:WHITE HOUSE STAFF:SUICIOE NOTE:CLINTON 
ADMINISTRATION 

. . scribbled out in his note - be it that Republicans had "covered up" a 
previous probe of the White House travel office, or that the Usher's Office 
"plotted " against tha Clintons as part of a White House renovation. 

In the end, it was clear that the White House was .. 

. . . lost his perspective. 

"We don't think there's a plot. We don't think there's a cover-up," 

Foster said, for example, the Usher's Of f ice "plotted to have excessive 
costs incurred" in the White House renovation, apparently to embarrass Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and the decorator she brought up from Little Rock to oversee the 
project, Kaki Hockersmith. The usher, Gary Walters, referred phone calls to 
the press office . Hockersmith didn't return calls. 

White House officials said Foster was upset because the usher's estimate 
for the work, being paid for by private donations, jumped from $ 255,000 to $ 
377,000. They said that was because of a misunderstanding . .. 

, .. suicide) to be a permanent solution to a temporary problem . " 
contributing: sam Meddis 

What the torn-up note said 

Note: Usher's Office refers to White House household staff; Kaki 
apparently is Arkansas interior designer Kaki Hockersmith, who was helping 
Hillary Rodham Clinton (HRC) decorate the White House. 

"I made mistakes from ignorance, inexperience and 
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PAGE 
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BODY: 
White House deputy counsel Vincent foster, pouring hiS torment tnto a note 

~o~rltten before his sutctde, saw plots and cover-ups tn his flnal Clays and 
bitterly lashed aut at Reputllicans, the FBI, t he press aM Washington, where 
'" ruining people is considerell sport.• 

The not.e was made public yesterday, triggering a new run of investigations 
and eKplanattons of allegations that Wl1ite 1-iouse officials callell ~tile co .. n.ents 
of so11eone who was obviously troutlled aoout 111atters tu: encountered at worll.. ~ 

~ ~was not n~eant for the job or the spotlight of public life in was111ngton," 
foster wrote. "Here ruining people is considered sport.~ 

Tile troubled state of foster's rtlnd was clear from the neatly handwritten 
note, which was torn into Z7 pieces and dropped Into the tlottom of his 
briefcase. 

~r 11ade 1ustak.es from ignorance, inexperience and overwork.," he wrote. • t 
did not \l.nowingly violate any law or stanlliHd of conduct.• 

Later, fie coll!plained, "The putlllc wtll never believe the innocence of the 
Clintons and their loyal staff." 

foster, 48, was a friend of Bill Clinton since boyhood, and a law partner of 
first la!ly Hillary Rodham Clinton. He ca11e to Washington with his friends only 
to find flimseH ensnared in controversies that included the cluRisy firtngs of 
the White House travel office and the tlotchecl early search for an attorney 
general. 

Trouoled oy the controversies and stung by critical editorials in The "'all 
Street Journal, foster, accortllng to Investigators, tooK a 1912 Ar11y Colt p1stol 
once owned oy his father, drove to a park In nearby suburtlan Virginia and shot 
lnn.self once In the 11ead on July ZO. 

Foster lashed out at The Wall Street Jou rnal in his nate, wrtttng, •rhe WSJ 
editors lie without consequence." 

LEXIS·· NEXIS.($~ LFXIS~ NEXIS'(:~ LEXIS·· NEXIS'($)ji 
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Deputy White House counsel Vincent r oster COIIIUtted sulciae after he wrote 
a note accusing the FBI ana t he n~edla of lying aM suggesting tnat In Was111ngton 
•ruining people ts considered sport," Offtctals sa10 yesterday. 

~1 was not meant for tile JOb or t11e spotlight of public life In ~aslungton," 
roster wrote before his death on July ZO, according to an undated, torn-up note 
Olscovered In his office on July 26 and released yesterday. 

Foster's note included a series of potentially explosiVe allegations, 
lnclu<ling an uneKplalneo "plat~ ny Wlltte House officials relatetl to "excessive" 
decorating costs . Many of his charges involved the controversy surrounaing the 
fir1ng of seven worKers in the White House travel office . 

Park Pol1ce Chief Robert Langston, who oversaw the investigation, sa10 
Foster "was distressed to t~11:: degree that he took his own life.M langston also 
11ildly reouk.ed White House officials because they Kept Foster's note for 30 
hours after finding it. Langston said, ~we certainly weren't pleaseo.• 

The note showed that Foster was especially upset over a sertes of editorials 
in the Wall Street Journal. ~T!1e WSJ editors lie witllout consequence," foster 
wrote. The .Journal had raJ.sed questtons about Mis work for Hillary Rodhall 
Clinton's healtn care task force anl1 at one point ran an ealtorlal that was 
headlined "Who is Vince Foster? ~ 

The Journal's editor, Robert Bartley, said 1n a statement yesterday tnat, 
"Tile text of 1"\r. Foster's note suggests that he was 11eeply Oistraugl1t over a 
variety of issues. At tilts t1me, we have nothing to add to our last editorial of 
Aug. b.~ lhat later editorial saiO tlle nation ~o~oulO probably ~never know~ all of 
the reasons for Foster's depres51on. 

Thl? travel office controversy seemed to De Foster's greatest concern. He 
wrote that tt1e ~ra:I liell In t11e i r report"" to the Justice Department about t11e 
travel office, that the Republican Party "lied ana misrepresented its knowledge" 
about a prior investigation, anl1 that the press •ts covering up the neneftts 
tney received from the travel office . "' 
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BODY: 
So.t~etlllle oefore he apparently put his father's pistol into his mouth ant:! 

Kllleo hlaself last month, \rjllite House lawyer Vincent Foster scrawled a 
desperate note in which he accused the FB"I, the White House press and the Whtte 
House atiminlstrative staff of improprieties. 

The contents of the hantiwr1tten, poorly punctuated Message, which the wntte 
House 11a!i wltlllleld from Investigators for JO hours, were releasee to the me-Ilia 
yesterday oy th~ Justice Oepar-t111ent. It was found, torn into more than two doz.en 
pieces, at the bottom of Foster's brie·rcase six days after his July l:D death. 

~r was not meant for the jotl or the s potlight of public life in washington," 
Foster said after referring to attacKs on 111• by the editorial page of tile Wall 
Street Journal. The note ended: "Here rutnwg people is considered sport.~ 

Officials sa1d yesterday tl1at Jtwest1gat1ons Into Foster's deattl and the 
Whl te House handling of the note by the u.s. Park Service and the fBI indicated 
that Foster 11ao most liKely Killed himself and tnat the Wtnte House's 
withholding of the note was "reasonaCile.~ The Wh1te House said It held back tne 
note out of concern for Ills fam1ly and for the confitJentiallty of administration 
deltoeratlons. 

Deputy Attorney General Philip B. Heymann sa!d the Justtce Department would 
investigate the other allegations matie by foster, a longtime friend of the 
Clintons, though the White House said yesterday that it had no reason to Oelieve 
that any of his allegations of wrongtio1ng were true. 

"It's a sad commentary in many ways on life in Washington and frankly gtves 
many of us pause for thought,u especially the last line, saiD 11arK 'Gearan, Uu? 
White House comtaunicattons director, referring to Foster's description of 
washington "sport." 

The note lndlca.tes that Foster was O"esponaent about the controversy over the 
firing earlier this year o'f the staff of tile \ollllte House travel office, ~o~llich 
arranged transportation for reporters covering the president. rne White House 
1nlt1ally alleged that tl1e staff had been InvolveD in financial illproprieties, 
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BODY: 
The shredded note found at the botto111 of Vwcent Foster Jr.'s briefcase 

was undated and unsigned, and It contained no suggestion that 11e lla!1 declde!1 to 
take his own life. 

But by any measure, the message, reconstructed from Z7 pieces, seems to be 
the suic1!1e note that Foster never left. It Is an anguished and suspicious 
indictMent of washington, offering the best indtcatton yet of why Foster shot 
himself tn the head three weeks ago. 

As revealing, though, was the White House reaction to Foster's perception of 
a cl ty that he thought had turned against both him amt the president, hts 
boyhood friend. 

The White House dispute!! virtually every allegation Of conspiracy he 
scribble!1 out tn IllS note- be it that Republicans tlad "covered up• a prev1ous 
probe of the White House travel office, or that the Usher's Office ~plotted" 
against the Cltntons as part of a White House renovation. 

rn tne ena, it was clear that the White House was attelllpting to suggest th<~t 

foster was suffer1ng some J<.tnd of breakdown. 

"He was clearly distressed and troubled about 111atters he encountered at 
wort<.," coMmunications director Marl\ Gearan said in an interview. "He 11ay have 
lost his perspective . 

"We don't thlnlt. there's <1 plot. We don't thln/1. tnere's a cover-up.~ 

foster said, for exa111ple, the Ustler •s Office "plotted to tlave excessive 
costs incurred" in the Wtllte House renovation, apparently to embarrass Hillary 
ROdtlam Cllnton and the decorator st1e brougtlt up from Little Roc\<. to oversee tt1e 
project, l<akl Hoc1<..ers111th. The usher, Gary Walters, referred phone calls to 
the press office. Hoct<.ersllllth didn't return calls . 

White House officials said fos t er was upset because the usher's estiMate 
for the work, being paid 'for by private donations, juraped from., Z'lS,OOO to So 
.377,000. They said that was because of a !lllsunderstanding about the extent of 
the worK . 
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