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./ ·Talking Points on Ronnie Musgrove 

I. (Improving education): Ronnie Musgrove wants to improve 
our public schools because an educated, well-trained workforce 

. is the best way to attract new industry to Mississippi. 

a. As a senator, led the fight to put air-conditioners in 
every classroom hi tho state. 

b .. As Lt. Governor, Ronnie was the driving force behind 
the Adequate Education Act thafis giving school 
districts in low-income communities the resources they 
need to educate our children. 

c. As governor he will:· . 
../ raise teacher salary to the southeastern average to keep the 
. qualified teachers we have and attract more people to the · 

· teaching profession; · · · 

./ lower class size in K- yd grade to make sure our children gat the 
attention they need to start off on the right foot for academic 

svccass; 

../ and put a comp(Jter on every school desk to put technology at 
their fingertips and. prepare them to compete for the high tech, 
high wage jobs of the future. 

I, 
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II. (Expand Economic Development): Ronnie Musgrove wants to 
support Mississippi companies and small businesses and help 
them grow. We also need to attract new industries to invest in 
Mississippi and bring economic opportunity to every level of our 
community._. . 

a. Fought for-the Workforce training Act that is helping 
Mississippians across the state get the training they _ 
need to land a good-paying future building job. -

. ~ . 

b. Passed tax credit~ for compa-nies that create_ new jobs. 

c. As governor he will: 
./.· Expand workforce training because a highly trained workforce 

attracts new jobs and encourages more companies to .Joc.ate in 
· Mississippi. · 

./ Bti/ld healthy~ supportive, safe and secure communities that 
foster economic growth~. 



Ill. (Health Care): Ronnie Musgrove wants to take health care to · 
the people with quality, available family medical care whore your 
doctor - not an accountant ...... decides what treatment you need 

' a. Expanded the Chlldren"s Health Insurance Program that 
is proViding insurance to the children of thousan-ds of 
working families throughout Mississippi. 

b. Doubled the number of prescriptlons.covered by 
Medicaid per month (5 to 10). · · · 

·c. Created the Trauma Care Network so that no matter who 
you are, or where you are, you can get the medical 
treatment you need that can save your life. 

d. Created the Rural Health Care Corps to get more 
doctors to move to rural areas and make medical care 
available closer to home.. . 

· e. As governor he will: 
./ Fight for meaningful Patient Protections for all Mississippians 

· ./ Work to provide improved cart~ for Children. and the Elderly 

../ Increase Access to Health Care throughout Mississippi so that 
rnor9 Mississippians can get the medical treatment they need 
closer to home. 



IV.(Crime/Drugs): Ronnie Musgrove believes our children 
. deserve safe, drug free streets and schools and all ofus deserve . 
the peace of mind that comes with strong~ secure communities. 

I, 

.a. .Led tho fight to build separate detention facilities for 
Juveniles so we ro~abilitate our children and teach them 
. to function in our communities instead of just teaching 
them to be better criminals. 

b .. Created the ••support our Students .. - Funds summer 
and after-school enrichment programs that keep our 
children off tho streets during the critical araas while 
their parents are at work . 
./ We need. to put counselors in more schools. throughout the 

state to help resolve student conflicts and spot troubled 
children before they cause real problems. 

' ~ ' . ' ' ', ' . 

./ We also need structured after-school programs to take kids off 
the streets between the critical hours of3 to 5 p.m. while their 
parents are at work.. · · 

./ We must continue to focus on rehabilitation and makifl9 non-
vio/entlnmates productive_ members of our community~ 



_../ Talking Points Against Mike Parker 

-- V. Mike Parker promised his support to the minority community 
when he ran for office, but he:. ',, 

. ' 
·. : . . . . J . 

A. Opposed the 1990 and 1991 Civil Rtghts Acts (S 2104, 10117190, 
#478; HR 1, 615191, #131) . - -

. . 

B. · Opposed Affrimative Action for all U.S. universities and colleges 
(H.R. ts, HlgherEducation Act Reauthorization-Preferential Treatment, 

5/6/98, #133) 

C. Opposed allowing block grant money for security around schools 
and churches (H .. R. 758, 2114195, #126) --

D. Opposed statistical sampling for the 2000 Census which may cost 
Mississippi representation In Congress· and millions In federal -
(Undlng (HR 4276, 815/98, #388; HR 1469, 5/15197, #136; HR 1469, __ 
615197, #169; HR 2267, 9130191, #475; and HR 2267, 9130/9.7, #476) .. 

E. Opposed the 1994 Crime Bill that added 570. police officers and 
$29 million to fight crime in_ Mississippi (HR 3355, B/21/94, #416) 

F. Opposed minimum wage increases (HR 1227, 5123196, #192; HR 
_ 12~7, 5/23196, #195; HR 3136, 3/28196, #100) - . . 

·G. Opposed Two Efforts to Save So~ia/Security arid Medicare. (HR 
4578, 9/25/98, CQ# 463; HR 45711, 9126198, CQ# ~68) -

H. Repeatedly Opposed Efforts. to Protect Social Security From . . 
Balanced Budget Cuts. (HJ Res 1, 1126/95; CQ# 44; HJ Res 1; 1126195; 
CQ# 48; HJ Res 1, 1/26/95, CO# 50) . 

I. Opposed Protecting SociaiSecurityfrom Budget Cuts in 1995. 
(CQ, p.267;.CQV'IU6 & 48, 1126/95, HJR 1; REJECTED: 112-317 & 

REJECTED: 135-296). 

J. Voted TWICE against Increasing funding for veterans health . 
programs: (HR 2099, 11129/95, #829 and HR 2099, 7128/95, #597) 
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Hany Truman once said. ••Progress occurs when courageous, skillful leaders seize the 
opportunity to change things for the. better.11 During his twelve years of public service, first as 
state senator then as lieutenant governor. Ronnie Musgrove has been fighting on the frontlines to 
move Mississippi forward' and improve the quality of life for every person who calls it home. 

Musgrove. wash om in Tocowa, Miss. (si~ miles southea~t of Batesville) in 1956 to Henry and· 
Nina Musgrove. His father died when Musgrove was seven, and his mother became a factory 
workerto support four.children. Musgrove worked his way through school and became the first 
in his family to complete both high school and college, He is graduate of the University of · 
Mississippi and the University ofMississippi Law SchooL · · 

Musgrove was fitst elected to the senate in 1987 and was appointed vice-chliir of the committee 
on Colleges and Uruversities. ln 1991 he became chair of the Senate Education Committee, 
where he championed equitable funding for all schools, the expansion of tech prep sites across 
the state and inci'l~sses inteacher pay, Throughout his career, Musgrove has been a strong voice 
for tougher drug iaws, education and rehabilitation; and the creation of the uniform Youth Court 
System. His contributions to our healthy business climate include the reduction of the tax burden 
fortnarried residents an:dthe lowering of inheritance taxes. .. 

Elected lieutenant governor in 1995, Musgrove has been recognized nationally for his leadership· 
abilities and is currently chair of the. National Conference of Lieutenant Governors. From BIG.. 
(Business Influencing Generations) to ComPEET (Commercial Post-Graduate Electrical 

· Engineering Training), Musgrove has used the Office of the Lieutenant Goyernor to start 
community-based programs designed to connect education and business. · 

Musgrove resides in Batesville in his native Panola County where he practices law and is a 
partner in the finn·Smith.:Musgrove & McCord. Musgrove was selected for membership in the 

· Nnerican Inns. of Court in 1988 and was inducted as a fellow into the Mississippi Bar 
Folindation in 1995. . · · . 

Married to the former Melanic Ballard of Charleston, Mississippi, the Musgroves have two 
children- Jordan ( 13) and Carmen Rae (11). Melanie teaches at Pope Elementary School where 
Jordan and Carmen Rae attend. A deacon of the First Baptist Church in Batesville, Ronnie has 
also taught Sunday School and served as committee chairman. He has worked in his C:omrnunity 
with the Batesville Jaycees and is an active member ofthe Batesvilk Rotary Club. 
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· · Pastor Jer·ry YoUD~ 
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Pastor Jerry Young, a native of S~ott, Mlsslsdppi, is the son Clr Reverend and Mra. E.,:: 
. . . 

L •. Y9un2 of Greenville, Misll.uippi. A graduate of N11geut Cent~r Hi&b Schf?ol iu Bolivar . 
. . .. . . . . . . . . 

· "County, Pastor "Young· bas earned an Associate Arts Degree in Social Science from Coahoma 
. . . . 

Junior Collc:e fD Clarksdale. Mississippi artcl a Bachelor's De~ree In Soc:loloC' and Social 
. ' 

Welfare fro in Rust College; Holly Springs, Mississippi. He earned a Muter o!Divfnity Degree . 

aad his Doctor o! Ministry Degree from Reforme4 Theotoglc::al Seminary In Jackson, 

. MtuJsslppl~ 

· Pastor Young Is married to the former Helen Louise Akins of Starkville, Misdulppl. 

They are the parent& ofh\'o dauebten. Jerlen Loul!e and Kelll Elizabeth. 

P.astorYoung'a commitment to God and to HIJ chur~h ha• manlfesteclltsetfln aervlee 
• • • : • • 0 • • • • •• 

. on all levels: local. atate and aatlon~L. He. began hiS senice in tb~ ministry at the Mt. Tennlea · 
. . .. 

- Baptl!t Clu1rch Ia Lamobt, MlsslsslppL He blls aerv~d a.s pastor of the St. Jo!u1 alld the 

Pilsrlm Rest Bap tlit Chur~be1, both locrited.in Crrenville, Miniulppf. He has prayerfully and 

faithfully JJerved the membership of the New Hope Baptist Church since February 1980. . . . . . . 

Loully~ Pastor Young bas 1erved 111 Chairman of the Board of Trustees or the 
. ' 

Mlssi!llppl BaptistSentlnury •• wcJi as Chairman ofthe Executive Committee ofthe Bl-rachil 

Baptist Commission. He has 1u~nred the Semiaary as a consultant ID Evaaeellsm, Leadership 

Development and Church Adrnlnlstrarlon and as an Instructor In Homiletics. Pastor Youn,~:: 

sel"\'e! on the Ministerial Advltory Board at Reformed Theological Seminary, Jacksoo, 

Mlssinlppi and has served as ao adjunct Instructor Ill I:Iomlletlcs at Reformed .. 
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Aeti"Ve In tbe C:omrrutnlty,-Putor Young has served oa ·the Mayor'• Community and 
I . 

,'Economic Development Coinmiaslon, the Pl:~naing Board for the city of JacksoD, as cha.frman. 
I. . . 

,:'·or the. aub-cominlttee on the "Family" or t~e Mayor's ipec:lsl .c~mmlttee OD Partnenblp. 

A&alnd Crime, Oil the Board or Directors or Catholic Charities as Chairman or the Board gf 

Director,ofthcNewU:opeAlc:obol•ad~rugThreeQuarterWayHouse.Jackson,Misslsslppl. 

Currently he II se.rvbt' 01:1 the Board of Trustee' at Belhaven College u well as the City of 

Jacksoa's:comprehensive Pla~nrne Committee~ 
. . . '• 

Pastor YoUDI Ia veri active Ia. bb state convention. Presently be serves as prc!lldent 

I . . . . . . . . . . 

of the General Missionary Baptltt State c.onveatlon ofMisslsaipp~ Inc. 

. NadonaUy, Pastor Y oun~ serves as z"' vl~epresld eat otthe Naiioaa!Baptist ConVentloa 

V. S. A., lac:. He works with the Evan,eUsm Board of the Convention and previously has · 

served u a seminar lea~er fn the Sunday School and NBC Admlnistraton Division or the 

Nltloaal Saptld Coa.,resa ofCbristiali Education.· 

',• 

\, 
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