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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504
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March 7, 1997 : COPY
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ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER
FROM: . aran kreczko A

'SUBJECT: Call to Director Freeh

During our meeting with Deputy AG Gorelik last Thursday, Jamie
said that FBI Director Freeh had discussed the handling of the
Marzook extradition with Jordanian officials in his recent trip
to the Middle East, and with Arafat during Arafat’s visit here.
Jamie said that she was “appalled” that Freeh had done so without
advance .coordination.  She said Freeh claimed he had coordinated
with you, a point Jim Steinberg dismissed. Jamie said Freeh will
only discontinue his unilateral sojourns into foreign policy if

- he hears firmly from you that such communications must be
carefully and thoroughly coordinated in advance. She also
mentioned that DOJ still has not gotten a read-out from the FBI
on the substance of Freeh’s conversations with foreign officials
on the Marzook matter. (We saw press pieces from Jordan on such
contacts and dismissed them as fabricated, not imagining that
Freeh would be holding discussions on Marzook.)

Freeh could counter-complain that the FBI has been cut-out of
deliberations over Marzook, notwithstanding the heavy
counterterrorism equities. For example, the matter has not been
handled in the CSG, notwithstanding FBI’s request for a CSG
meeting on Marzook. As you know, we have chosen to handle the
matter more discreetly, assuming (and wanting) FBI input but
through DOJ. In any case, direct, uncoordinated communications
by the FBI on sensitive policy matters w1th foreign governments
'is unacceptable.

Concurrence by: . Steve Sgyo and Richard Lebaron/%,ﬁK-

RECOMMENDATION

~That you call Director Freeh to (1) tell him discussions with
foreign officials on sensitive matters need to be coordinated in

advance, and (2) ask him to provide us a briefing on the

discussions. - '

Attachment
Tab I Points to be Made
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- POINTS TO BE MADE FOR
TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH . COPY
DIRECTOR FREEH ' '

Jamie Gorelik mentioned to us the other day that you had
discussions with Jordanian off1c1als and with Arafat about

' the Marzook extradition case.

. The Marzook case is not just a law enforcement case. How it
is handled could have a dramatic effect on the peace
process. The case has had the personal" attention of
Secretary Albright and me.

I can't emphasize enough the need for any discussions on it
to be coordinated with us and the State Department in
advance. The Arabs and Israelis are expert at reading
nuance and looking for differences in how USG officials
address a matter.

Also, I understand that no one here has received a readout
on your discussions of this matter in Jordan and with
Arafat. Please arrange for someone on your staff to be in
touch with Alan Kreczko to give us a read-out.

- (If Freeh complains that FBI has been cut-out of decision-
making on Marzook): We have had to handle this matter wvery
discretely, given its obvious sensitivities. For this
reason, wWe have not handled it in the normal CSG process.
However, in working through DOJ, we assumed. (and wanted) FBI

input.
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