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Memorandum to Mack McLarty 

From: Jack Quinn 
Counsel to the vice President 

RE: Reform of the Regulatory Review Process 

1. When President Clinton abolished the much-criticized 
Competitj.veness Council, he asked Vice President Gore 
to ~repa:te a p:;oposal for a new ~ro<?ess of_~~tory 

(_

. rev1ew. Greg S1mon and I are ass~st1ng the V1ce 

. President in that project and, in so doing, .· 
coordinating with OMB Director Panetta and Deputy 

· ···Director Rivlin. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The Competitiveness ~ouncil was generally popular in 
the business community ~- because it served as a 
~eck tfirouqn which many significant regulatory 

initiatives were unable to pass. 

The current review process is highly controversial, 
costly, and poorly managed. Over 2,500 rules go 
through the OMB process approximately five times each 
before they are implemented. Substantial agency 
resources must be devoted to submitting regulatory 
justifications materials to.OMB during the minimum of 
twoyears it now takes to issue·a rule .. At bottom, 
rather than pushing agencies to fulfill their statutory 
obligations in a timely manner, OMB and Competitiveness 

. Council used their authority to inhibit the activities 
of the regulatory agencies. 

~
e delays characteristic of the current system n~o· : . 
ly ~vernment functions, but afflict the· 
ivate sector as weJl. Businesses are faced with the 
certainty iffillsed by a lengthy and complex process · 

tnat makes planning for new regulation difficult •.. 
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5. The current pr~also focuses too narrowly on the 
costs of regula'tion Without adequately considering such 
benefits as enhancing the quality of life,~~~n-~~ 
efficient and healthy use of our natural 
otherwise accomplishing the statutory goa 
underlie specific regulatory initiatives. 

r
. All t · --said, there re ains appropriate an.d\ 

inde d, vital role for a stron regulatory revie~ 
pro ss. •, T)ia't. process shoul -- · 

(_
.--· a. ensure that the Administration's priorities are 

accurately reflected in the regulatory process; 

b. coordinate the regulatory initiatives and · 

/
·perspectives of different agencies so they are neither 

. inconsistent or unnecessarily redundant; 

c. guarantee that, particularly as to regulatory 
initiatives that.are truly major or.that are highly 

( 
controversial, the proper balance is struck between 

.. health, safety, environmental and other quality of life 
goal~, on ~he oth~~~ cos~~~--other appropriate 
cons1.derat -,--on the ot · --

These are the goals of we shall pursue in our reform of 

the proc_e~s~s~·~==~;;;;;;;;~:=::~ 
- < = ~vL IR-
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