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1, ,. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH&. HUMAN SERVICES 

I . 
Office of the Secretary 

Bernard Nussbaum 
Assistant to the President 
I and Counsel 
1
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 20500 
I • 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

June.2, 1993 

Dear BernJ.e: 

I r am hearing that there will be a terrific backlash in the 
black community if Lani•s nomination is pulled now. As I said to 
you the other day, she h~s to have the chance to make her case. 
This is particularly true

1 

because the perception is that she was 
ln.uzzled for two key wee.ksj while momentum developed against her. 
I don't have to tell you, the President is between a rock and a 
hard place here. At the rery least he will avoid a backlash from 
African-Americans if he does not act precipitously. 

I I am tOld that whilel a number of Senators prefer not to . . 
~ote, they will support L~ni. It may even be ·that the issue will 
be much less troublesome once she speaks pUblicly. I am told 
that a number of Senators have been impressed in private I t' mee ~ngs. 

Sincerely, 

CP.e-A 
Peter B. Edelman 
Counselor to the Secretary 

\, 

''· •' 
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