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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Lo CLOSE HOLD
| November 21, 1994

VMEMORANDUM FOR HAROLD ICKES
FROM: | | Jennifer O'Connor \ Y Vv\fr)

SUBJECT: Surgeon General's reque\st to see the President

Surgeon General Elders called Friday to request thirty minutes on the President's schedule. I
understand she wants generally to hear how much of an asset (or liability) he percelves her to
~be. She doesn't want to see other members of the staff,

" ThlS is a sticky issue. If we agree to the meeting, We need to prepare for it. That entails a
discussion of the upsides and downsides of her agenda. It may be possible to create a
positive, helpful agenda for her in the new political climate -- perhaps focussing primarily on
ending teen pregnancy. We could put somethmg like that together for the President to

‘ dlSCUSS with her

If we don't agree to the meeting, she is as likely as not to tell the press she is unable to see
the Pre51dent (She has done that in the past.)

- I have not communicated this information to other staff.
Recommendation: " We call her back and tell her the President's schedule is very busy but we

will try to work this in in December. You then convene a discussion with a handful of senior
staff regarding what should happen at the meeting.- '

. Please let me know how you would like to proceed.
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