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CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
. THE WHITEj HOUSE

(0ffice of the:Press-SecretarY)

Internal Transcrlpt B '-j;: ' August 2, 1994

|
!

l | . DISCUSSION OF PRESIDENTIAL PRESS CONFERENCE
| o

_ THE PRESIDENT: That was a gréat event. We ought to do more of
3those. We should have done telecommunicatlons

{ Q I th1nk the. other thlng people are startlng to notice is
lthat you've. been consistent on talking about your accomplishments.

f Q - Friday'’s going to be a very good event in the Rose
Garden. '

1 : ;
f Mr President, this is a beglnnlng of a four-hour block of time
‘that we have between today and tomorrow on the press conference. We’ve

+d1v1ded it today, going through the openlng ‘statement first that Don can
‘'summarize what our current thoughts are based on some pre-meetlngs we
‘had yesterday.

i

1 We would then 1like to go into foreign affairs questions for 30
mlnutes, and then turn to health care where the rest of the health care
fteam will come back for that, and a little bit on the other domestic
‘1ssues -- crime, perhaps welfare reform, a bit on the economy -- it will
‘be mostly economy tomorrow.l And then at’ the end Whltewater.

E So we have the steno here to tape your thoughts for the purposes
'of the opening statement only, so that Don can have that for when he’s
‘wrltlng so we are sure that we capture any thoughts that you might have.
1

|

i Today we thought we should go through the basics within each of
these areas so that if there are any other additional materials you need
| overnight so that when we meet tomorrow we have that for you so that
'we re not left with that tomorrow. Tomorrow we would see some period of
| the two-hour division of time in the Family Theater with questions and
Janswers 1n a more regularized format of the press conference

. 'The three objectlves we see for the press conference tomorrow --
the first, of course, is to allow you the chance in prlme time, which
you haven’t had the opportunlty to do 51nce March -




CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY

—THE PRESIDENT: Is that the last time I had a/prime-time press
conference’ o ‘ : '
i
Q Correct.

|
1
1
'
b

‘ﬁ _ THE PRESIDENT: Too long. $

] Q Yes -- to talk about an extended format on: health care.
That will be the bulk of the f1ve-m1nute open1ng statement that will be
'suggested to you.

l

i Secondly, hopefully, with the House passage of. the crime blll
that provides a chance to pivot off that to show that the Clinton -
4agenda, the American people’s agenda,: can work; that we’re making some
success, that it can be done as a p1vot off 1nto health care.

And third is an opportunity to -show through demeanor and
|calmness -- your four-year leadershlp, ‘particularly in trouble spots of
Rwanda and Haiti and Bosnia. There are obvious snares of Whitewater,
the polls, of elections, of all the other stuff -- they can provide that
-- the possibilities of occurring durlng the course of the press
Iconference. We think we have a plan here that can --

Q Mr. President, there are three touchstones you can keep
coming back to. The first one is. that you’re calm, you’re just out here
doing your job. _But number two, is that you’re showing confidence and
that’s what a lot of -- keys off of. : And the crime bill and other
‘things we’re making progress on. And, finally, commitment -- just as
iyou stated it today. You’ve had this vision -- (break in tape.)

] .
j THE PRESIDENT' That'’s what I think we ought to say.

‘ . The th1rd 1mportant piece of this open1ng statement is
to try to take advantage of the momentum on the crime bill to make it
fwork for the health care reform 51tuatlon, ‘that we’ve made this forward
|motion on so many thlngs that matter == just today on crime and then
‘'keep moving towards this historic -- taklng advantage of this historic
lmoment : : :

|, As you have before you - I’ve drafted a 11tt1e language here
Jjust for the first. paragraph that we can come back to. Let me just go
to the top1cs that I think we want to cover in this. We may decide that
lwe can’t fit them all in during one =- 45 minutes. - ,

4 I would spend a minute and a half after a brief opener on the
|cr1me bill, talking about how we have this historic moment on the House
ifloor today with passage of the toughest, smartest, largest crime bill
in the history of the country. - You recite the key features and elements

I
| of the bill as you’ve.done many t1mes

1
‘
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o "And T think you end that part of it by saying, as this bill
becomes law we have to remember that the respons1b111ty now falls to -all
of us, the American people, to make thls .work, so that we can renew and
estore our communities and take advantage of these tools that we're
g01ng to be providing to do that. I think that’s an important thing for
you to underscore. It’s just a sentence, but it will then work you
1mmed1ately into one minute on the economic accomplishments because we
are coming up-to the first annlversary of the passage of the economlc
plan And as we know, the Amerlcan people have -- :

THE PRESIDENT. Are we g01ng to have an anniversary.event'on

Q. Friday.
1 Q A big event.
1 THE PRESIDENT: That's good.

| Q . And a briefing Thursday with the seven Cabinet officers.
| .
! Q The Amerlcan people are taking the respon51bility for
mbking that plan work. And I think we.spend a minute there talking
about the accomplishments in the light!of this first anniversary --":
def1c1t reduction, job creation and these new manufacturlng job numbers

that are out are fantastic.

i I wouldn’t spend much more time on it than that. Now, therells
one tactical gquestion that will come back to you on that, but -- What?
You don’t -~ .

l THE PRESIDENT: No, I just -- |
! . ‘ ; . |
i Q It’s hard to believe it'S'been a' year. (Laughter.)

1 THE PRESIDENT: 1If we had actually devised a strategy to cover
Adll this up to the American people we would have been less successful
than we have.

E : Q ' Maybe we should tell people we did have a strategy to
qover it up-and then they'll give us credlt for competence.
|

THE PRESIDENT: No, if we sa;d,that then the press would start
to -- ' ‘ ” ‘
| Q Anyway, after that one" ‘minute I think you go into health
care. . And it’s the same thing that I just said. We made this momentum
on crlme and on the economy; we’re continuing to move forward. '

1
| K -
| CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
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| THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I agree w1th that. But I have a little
dh@f rent take on this, because I don’t want to get to -—- we succeeded I
thlnk in generating enthusiasm for universal coverage again, and sort of
,gett1ng the debate back a little more jtoward our way.about it. But I
think that I would like to make this- argument. :I may be wrong about
thls -~ and you all feel free to correct me. I would like to say
somethlng like this -- partlcularly if you lead with crime instead of
the economy -- is that we’re coming up on the one-year anniversary of
the historic vote on the economic plan, when I first advocated that
economic plan and they said the world would come to an end if it passed.

l Well, you go through three years of deficit reduction, smallest
government since Kennedy, historic. budget cuts, taxes on the very '
wealthy, blah, blah. And the results 'are clear. If you make a tough
decision in a - tough time and you think about the future, you can be
borne out. And you can even say the same thing happened on NAFTA and
talk about how we’re sending five times as many cars to Mexico as we did
last year. And they said the world would come to an end on NAFTA; it’s
yorking Take a tough decision in a tough time. _

| Now, this health care thing is a tough dec151on. At least a lot
of ‘our members are now realiz1ng that .they can actually get reelected if
they run on this economic plan 1nstead of running away from it; if they
run on the consequences and they run on the specifics. I just think
there’s something to be said for that. - I don’t want to make too much of
ht but if you want to build on the crlme bill ~--

| :

x Q Tough votes count.
|

| Q The reason I put the crlme bill flrst the only reason
J1s because we will be in a news cycle that will just have taken account
of that. But I think it’s probably better to open with the economy and
isay you did this with crime, too, and now we’re going to go to health
care.
|

! And the point that you raised about "they said it couldn’t be
ldone, the world would come to an end" was, in fact, what I referred to
as a tactical thing we needed to come back to because it is a very
iimportant question about whether we -- I think it’s all a matter of

‘ltone. We don’t want to --

‘ ‘
THE PRESIDENT: If we do it, the reason I kind of wanted to .

‘mentlon NAFTA is to point out that I didn’t want to run off all the

IRepublicans before we got started on it. And a lot of Republicans voted.

for NAFTA -- the same sort of Chicken Little character to the debate.

| .
{ ' Q - I prefer the economlc openlng,lvery briefly, they said
‘it wouldn’t work, and now here he is. Now we’re at two historic votes,

|
o

|
i
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i
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so that you set up health care first and then crime. But you set up in
the minds of people two historic votes; 'if you win both you win two, if
you win one and don’t win the other you’ve won one of the two. You’'re
at least getting one -- -

i . . .

.! - THE PRESIDENT: Because we know that the voters think that crime
‘'is as important. They just don’t identify as much with me. They think
1t’s more important, but they don’t identify with me as much, although
they did back at the time of the State of the Union. .

1 Q I just wonder whether it will sound odd when it’s just
happened.-

: Q I think 1t’s odd to hold a press conference which is
supposed to be about health care -- what you’re really trying to drive
home is the historic vote coming on health care.

; THE PRESIDENT: That’s right.z

i .Q What’s nice about that, if you all like this idea of the
respon51b111ty of the American people, all of us, to make these things
work -- be the end of your opening It would be a good encompassing

end ‘ S N
' , . : i
Q What we need to do on health care with the prime-time
audience -- it isn’t enough'to just say we have an historic vote.
| v . § |
' . THE PRESIDENT: ‘Yes, we want to take as much time as we can on
health care. o ) ' '

! Q . Let ne ]ust say the three things that Stan and I think
we need to do on health care, and then we’ll talk about where they fit
gn They know this, the American people know --,(break in tape)

‘; THE PRESIDENT: -- a whole series of veto questions --is that
really what you want to do? That seems to me the political difficulty
}in doing that. o _ ' ' B

.E Q You mean by heightening and emphasizing the vote coming

up? ‘
| P

i THE PRESIDENT: Well, we think that a vote -- if we do this -
we’re doing this press conference tomorrow night, right? We think that

']a vote could come in one week. I think it’s okay to say that, the votes'
ion this will start to come w1th1n a week It’s right here on us.

: I think the question is, are you —-- Stan was, the last time we
‘v151ted on this, Stan was of the mind' that we had to be seen as fighting

‘but given where he- gauged the American people; 1 didn’t want to put
| -
i

1
i
s
i
|
i
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myself r1ght in a veto box, no matter what they passed, if they didn’t
pass an employer mandate. Do you still believe that? Then you’ve got
to be damn careful how you characterlze this vote coming out, or you’re
golng to have a whole series of veto questions at this press conference.
We’ll get one or two anyway, probably,  but if I say it in terms that are
too stark that will be the only question of the deal.

1
1
l
r o
i
i
|

Q 1l think one way you could affect that is by saying --
(1naud1b1e ) In fact, I think that’s the only way you can =-- the only
way I can see you can handle it. Because I agree with Mandy, I think
that you -need to focus on the upcomlng vote because I think the people
st111 think that this is someplace in the far distant future. . They’re
totally confused about where it is. S

! Q The press don’t.
3 Q The press,is getting there.
] Q - The American people might understand the ‘immediacy of

the vote, but the press, partlcularly the health care reporters -—
|

THE PRESIDENT: Well they’ve been giving me a lot more coverage
in the evening news, to be falr, and 1t’s gotten nmuch more balanced,
It’s gotten much more substantive andiless political in the last week, I
thlnk a lot of it has. At least I’ve seen two or three stories that
were stralght substance. , . : :
] .
| Q There’s an easy way to prevent it. Every time they ask
you a questlon, what do you do if you lose -- no ball player ever talks
about 1051ng before he steps on the field.

l
|

i - Q We'’ re going to win. I’m here to talk about what I want
to sign, not what I want to veto. You can get out of all of those.

‘ Q - I thlnk there s a way ‘for him to underscore this is an
1mportant vote and he wants the Amerlcan people to focus on this issue
?ow -- without saying this is the make or break moment in health care. -
i 'THE PRESIDENT: First of a11 "let me say, remember what works.
The first thing we need to do is to say we started out doing this

because -- right? -- more and more people were losing their coverage.
So it’s not just the people without coverage, it’s the coverage of the
people -- we’re increasing the number' of people losing their coverage.

‘Most Americans do not know that we’re going in the wrong direction.
They just may know somebody is in trouble, because the costs are out of
hand for both private citizens and the government. And so we were
worrled about coverage and quality.and cost. And we sought to—fix what
was wrong with the system and keep what was right. oRE M@%%
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! You can. say all these sentences in 10 seconds I think it’s
1mportant that . we state the basic premlses. We believe that the only

way to fix what was wrong -- that is spiraling costs, greater insecurity
of people. with insurance, and more and more people losing their
1nsurance -- and fix what was right is to build on the existlng system

of employers and employees sharing the burden of buying insurance.
| '|t'

i But -- and so we presented a bill to that effect. Then we asked
members of Congress of both parties and we asked health care prov1ders
and we asked ordinary citizens throughout the United States to review
it, comment on it and make suggestlons. Their basic suggestions were to
the effect that this was a big issue and it ought to be ~- there ought
to be less bureaucracy, more flexibility for people at the state level,
that small businesses ought to have the opportunity but not be requlred
to join bigger buyer coops, and more financial help ought to be given to
small businesses, and we ought to phase it in over a longer period of
time. And we adopted those things, or those things -- we responded to
that because we know that works. That’s apparently what the folks -~ we

adopted those things. oo
- |

i Now we’re coming to a vote in which some dlfflcult decisions
ylll have to be resolved. And we know of no -- we have no example
anywhere of where you can cover everybody and hold costs down and
maintain quality and choice unless there is some sort of shared .
responsiblllty And we’ve seen it in Hawaii, it works there. You do a
Hawa11 Tiff -- and so there are others who say it can be done others

g

'way, but we know this works and we ought to -- I just think you’ve got
to -- if you don’t go back to those first two or three introductory’
sentences -- what are our objectives -~- and you really explaln -
| , ol stakea. .

: Keep in mind, a lot of Amerlcans are st111 coming to grips Wlth
it. They haven’t heard it a thousand- times, they haven’t digested it.
And I think we're making a b1g m1stake not to go .back to ba51cs here.
'And I think we can do this in two and a half minutes.

|

: ©Q Most people support the universal -- what they would
i1ike to know if they can do that w1thout creating bureaucracy, having
JChOlce, keeplng the quality -- o

i
| THE PRESIDENT._ A lot of them want to know they can keep their

\own plan if they like it.

1 Q Right -- so that -- I don't think you have to spend a
‘lot of time on the unlversallty, other than the fact that it’s central
land uncompromised and it’s in these bills going to the floor. I think
the weight of our discussion ought to be on the reassurance piece. And
I th1nk that -- ‘

l

| P

| : THE PRESIDENT: But the Amerlcan people need to know_that we
| _ _ ‘

l

|
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have glven them reassurance, but that the blggest controversy is over
whether it should be universal or not.. They need to know, in other
words, they’ve been all for -- the Congress so-called Clinton plan
because of all the disinformation that’s been put out in our plan on all
these areas in which they need reassurance. They’ve never varied in
thelr support for the fundamental elements of our plan. So we have to
tell them that here’s the reassurance of the things you care about, but
the vote is about X. - . , '

! Q The vote is about unlversal by way of mandates or shared
qesponsibility We have to come back and define that.

j THE PRESIDENT: You do. And you say that we just know of no
3ther way to do this now. A § o -
|

. Q Your problem is you have only got five minutes here.
You’ve already loaded it with too much.

1 ' THE PRESIDENT: I didn’t use more than a minute and a half when
D was describing those two or three sentences

! o
} Q Isn’t the central theme here the sense of history that
has to be conveyed to the American people, that this is a moment in
hlstory we can’t let pass us by° , 8 } g

i Q Sure. And I belleve we can do that with the openlng
paragraph =- the whole thing that we’re doing and through various tones
and choices of words to drive that throughout. And then a paragraph
that brings us back to if we go into these votes we have to keep in mind
that we have a rare opportunity to do th1s thlng for the American middle
class that w111 help them into the 21st century. We dare not lose that
moment _ ‘ ¥ ‘

i I .

Q I think there’s some. difference here about what- point
you re trying to convey and why you’re holding a press conference. I

,thought we were trylng to hold it to tell people that there’s an

hlstorlc vote coming up and we need your support. We need you to be K
pushlng, wrltlng letters and telling your congressmen, because this is
the moment and if we don’t take it now, we may lose it for another
generation. And if we go in with the notlon that we’re confident we’re
going to win -- any American to pick’ up a pen and call their congressman

-f I think that creates apathy on their part.

THE PRESIDENT: See, I wanted to end the flve-mlnute statement -
mean, I sort. of wanted to end the f1ve—m1nute statement with we need

your help now. S r
you’re not going to get --

!

oI

ou

i. - Q This 1s your opportunlty If you don(t take advantage,
o : , -
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! THE PRESIDENT: You need to know, I mean, there’s going to be a
vote in the next day or two on this crime bill, and a week later, it’s
going to be a vote on health care, and two of the most historic issues
of this generation are going to be decided withln 10 days, two weeks.

l
’ Q if you take that theme you were talking about earlier,
about setting up each of these as people said it couldn’t ke done, but
we’ve proved on the economic plan, we’ve proved on crime, you can set a
health care thing that way, too. We have this historic moment, and
people are once again saying we can’t:do this. And you can go through
all of the things we’ve done to make sure. that it’s good and they
should But you can say both it can be done, you can have the quality
health care system that covers everyone, and you know what it looks like
r- it’s Hawaii; we should have it for the rest of us.

| But also; we can have thls vote. We can win this, and then make
1t their choice -- if they get 1nvolved if they speak out as they did
on the crime bill. ‘ m

1 Q This may play off of this point, and there’s a different
tone and maybe -- and the historic moment -~ and maybe it’s not
elevated enough, it may not be what we want to do. One thing the crime
blll illustrates -- it’s going to pass, and it’s g01ng to pass with-a

lot of Republican votes. The thing the people fear is that this is just
all talk that’s going on in this town and nothing can happen that’s for
them.‘ And one other p0551b111ty here.is use the crime to pass through
the crime bill supported by Democrats and Republicans to show that
people can rise above politics. It doesn’t have to -- they can bring
d1fferent points of view together, Democrats and Republlcans, and you
can do an historic and big thing for the people. :

; That’s what health care ought to be. I thlnk you ought to be
1nsp1r1ng and you draw them in to want to join so people could reclaim
their health care. Use crime to illustrate what’s possible.

l _

i . Q I thought that --

g Q  From this weekend. .

I [ .
Q We shouldn’t be bound. by a 30-second spot. One of our

problems here is people don’t know enough about health care. Crime is

happening. We should use this moment. -- they risk experienced it for

the first time -- ‘ i
| THE PRESIDENT: That crime wae’happening. They didn’t know it.

i
Q You should use this to let them know tha
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THE PRESIDENT: We assume people know about things. There’s
‘ been nowhere near the publicity of the crlme bill there was on
Whltewater, for example. You can see that -

{ Q .or 0.J. |
! THE PRESIDENT: Or 0.J. Simp'so:n. or --
' Q We should let them know --
Q Up until what Stan said, I was thinking structurally we
needed to f11p crlme and health. I now think you come out of health can

say, look, crime is the example of how we get to the higher plane and
deal with these problems.

1' Q You‘don't want to endfon‘the‘appeal on health?

; Q That/e the question.“ 

; Q “No. You can do the -4_

: Q | But it’s not done’yetéewe have one morevimportant vote.
|

'As we move forward on that, show how we were able tor
move forward on that. Let’s remember that as we go farther into the
health care debate. I’m sorry, Georgev-— one other thing: The questlon
arises whether you want to say anything in a sentence or two about
Rwanda and thanking the American people for their assistance and asking
them to continue to do that; and if we do 1t whether we do it at the
very top or the very bottom.

THE PRESIDENT: I think you do it ‘at the top as part of what
we’re d01ng .

}
| Q I think you have so llttle time in the five minutes that

you may want to consider using that in an answer.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I can do it in an answer.

| Q You were live television when you went and announced --
it wasn’t prime time, but there’s no reason to go --

i
I
|
1
|
i

] - Q This is your statement from the March. You’ll see at
the end is where we’re talking about beginning now with this rare moment
that we’re dealing with. So I think there’s a nice bridge there.

@ Q Do you know why we’re going to hold off on the foreign
affairs thing? N . ; : :

1
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Q Yes, Tony is now at those Haiti meetlngs. We will have
more time tomorrow on foreign affairs.. I think what he would say was
like the overall piece of getting things done -- Israel and Jordan,
Rwanda, the Haiti resolution. But he needs to do that tomorrow --

i :
] Q And we won’t have a lohg discussion -- from Secretary
Christopher’s point of view, the most important thing to do on foreign.
‘policy is resolving where you are on Haiti and what your plans are for -

- have a lot to do with what you say when you have a question.. And
there is a meeting start1ng in a couple of minutes on your options on
Haitl And the hope is that you will have a chance to focus on that
W1th some recommendations to you. But:the other thing is the folks over
at State feel ‘and Defense feel, too, that this is an opportunity to say
somethlng very strong about Rwanda in terms of what the Defense
Department folks have done, the m111tary has done, as well as private
citizens. ;!

: i :

_ ; THE PRESIDENT: It’s been a great success story. Something the
A?erlcan people should be very proud of :

1

|

%

Q Harold, I th;nk we should turn .to health care now.

- Q Okay.
THE PRESIDENT: I’m inclined to th1nk you re right, Stan, about
we re capable of doing these things together. But sometimes, when we
haven’t -- I mean, I still think you ought to go back to that economic
vote and say it was a courageous vote that had to be done for America,
and look what it gave us. It broke the back. of our denial, of our:
contlnued paralysis. . . 3
| ,
| Q -~ NAFTA -- ‘one of the .:reasons people liked NAFTA was it
went beyond pOllthS.' .
I .
| THE PRESIDENT: Exactly.

o Q -- everybody thinks that others will vote for it.

. THE PRESIDENT: You think -- if I say too much about Haiti
tomorrow nlght that will be the story.

Q Well, you’‘re going to have to answer gquestions.
: Q You’re going to have to answer questlons You need to
have in ‘mind what content -- you’re conveylng some sense that this is
mov1ng forward. For example, we may be mov1ng towards gatherlng the
Argentlneans and Dominicans 1nvolved now in training exercises -- that
klnd of thing ~- :
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THE PRESIDENT: Good. .

i

Q -- we don’t mention any foreign policy in the opening.
Q No, I do not think so. : _ o
en THE PRESIDENT: Will we have a:problem with the people if we
on : . . .
Q Not the people I'm jﬁst wondering if the 'bress --
Q I think it will be a very. clean opem.ng statement
u’ve got to get ready to grab people: by the lapel - -

END v
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