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·THE WHITE·HOUSE 

(Office of the. Pr~ss Secretary) 

August 2, 1994 

DISCUSSION OF PRESIDENTIAL PRESS CONFERENCE 

:those. 
THE PRESIDENT: That was a great event. · We ought to do more of 
We should have done telecommunications. 

I Q I think the.other thing people are starting to notice is 
!that you've been consistent on talking about your accomplishments. 
I 
I Q Friday's going to be a very good event .in the Rose 
;Garden. 
! ,, 

i Mr. President, this is a begit:lning of a four-hour block of time 
;that we have between today and tomorrow on the press conference. Wei~ ve 
!divided it·today, going through the opening ·statement first that Don can 
'summarize what our current thoughts are based on some pre-meetings we 
jhad yesterday. 
I 

I We would then .like to go into·foreign affairs questions for 30 
jminutes, and then turn to health care.where the rest of the health care 
1team will come back for that, and a little bit on the o.ther domestic 
'issues --crime, perhaps welfare reform, a bit on the economy-- it will 
! be mostly economy tomorrow ... And then at the end .. Whitewater. 

So we have the steno here to tape your thoughts for the purposes 
of the opening statement only, so that Don can have that.for when he's 
writing so we are su~e that we captut,e any thoughts that you might have. 

. Today we thought we should go through the basics wit~in each of 
these areas so that if there are any other additional materials you ne.ed 
overnight so that when we meet tomorrow we have that for you so that 

.we're not left .with that tomorrow. Tomorrow we would see some period of 
!the two-hour division of time in the·Family Theater with questions and 
! answers ~n a more regularized format , of the press conference. · 

1 
·The three objectives we see for the press conference tomorrow 

ithe first, of course, is to allow you the. chance in prime time, which 
i you haven't had the:opportunity to do since March . 
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PRESIDENT: 
conference? 

Is that the last time I had a·prime-time press 

Q Correct. 

THE PRESIDENT: Too long .. i 

1 
Q Yes -- to talk about an ~xtended format on;h~alth care. 

That will be· the bulk of the five~minute opening statement that will be 
~uggested to you. 
I 
I 

1 Secondly, hopefully, with the: House passage of. the crime bill 
:that provides a chance to pivot off that to show that the Clinton 
;agenda, the American people's agenda, can work; that we're making some 
success; that it can be done as a pivot off into health care. 
! 

i . And third is an opportunity to show through demeanor and 
~almness -- your four-year leadership, particularly in trouble spots of 
!Rwanda and Haiti and Bosnia. There are obvious snares of Whitewater, 
jthe polls,· of elections, of all the other stuff -- they can provide that 
:-- the possibilities of occurring dur'ing the course of the press 
rconference. We think we have a plan here that can --
/ 
1 Q Mr. President, there 'are three touchstones you can k~ep 
Ieeming back to. The, first one is.tha't you're calm, you're just out here 
/doing your job. But number two, is that you're showing confidence and 
jthat's what a lqt of.-- keys off of. :And.the crime bill and other 
'things we're making progress on. And, finally, commitment -- just as 
iyou stated it today. You've had this vision-- (break in tape.) 
I . 

I 

THE PRESIDENT: That's what I think we ought to say. 
I 

j Q The third important piece of this opening statement is 

I

, to try to take advantage of the momentum on the crime bill to make it 
work for the health care reform situation; that we've made this forward 

[motion on so many things that matter'.-- just today on crime and then 
1 keep moving towards this historic --:·biking advantage of this historic 
imoment. 
I 
I 

I . As you have before you -- I've drafted a little language here 

1
just for ,the.first.P,ara~raph that we:can come bac~ to. Let me· j':lst go 

;to the topic~ that I th1nk. we want to cover in th1s. We may dec1de that 
we can't fit them all in during one .,:._ 45 minutes.· 

I would spend a minute and a :half after a brief opener on the 
crime bill, talking about how we have this historic moment on the House 
floor today with passage of the toug~est, smartest, largest crime bill 
in the history of the country. You recite the key features and elements 
of the bill as you've.done many times. 



And t think y9u end that part of it.by saying, as this bill 
becomes law we have to remember that the responsibility now falls to all 
of us, the American people, to make th~s -work, so. that we can renew and 
r 1estore our communities and take advantage of these tools that we're 
g:oing to be providing to do that. I think that's an important thing for 
you to underscore. It's just a senten¢e, but it will then work you 
immediately into one minute on the economic accomplishment~ because we 
a~re coming up· to the first anniversary' of the . passage of tae economic · 
p

1

lan. And as we know, the American people have · : . . . ' 

that? 
.THE PRESIDENT: Are we going to have an anniversary. event on 

Q Friday. ··' 

Q A big event. 

THE PRESIDENT: That's good~ 

Q And a briefing Thursday with the seven Cabinet officers. 

i Q The American people ar~ taking the responsibility for 
m'aking that plan work. And I think we!,spend a minute there talking 
a1bout the accomplishments in the light;: of this first anniversary --"·t 

d:eficit reduction, job creation and these new manufacturing job numbers 
that are out are fantastic. · 

I 

I wouldn't spend much more time on it than that. Now, there is 
one tactical question that will come back to you on that, but --·What? 
'l10U don't --

I 
I 
I 

THE PRESIDENT:. No, I just -- :: 
' 

Q It's hard to believe it's been a· year. (Laughter.) 

J THE PRESIDENT: If we had actually devised a strategy to cover 
a!11 this up to the American people we would have been less successful 
t·han we have. 
I 
I c
1
over 
I 

Q Maybe we should tell people we did have a strategy to 
it up and then they'll give us credit for competence. 

' 

! THE PRESIDENT: No, if we said: that then the press would start 
to 

! 
I 

1 Q Anyway, after that one minute I think you go into health 
c

1
are. And_ it's the same thing that I just said. We made this momentum 

o,n crime and on the economy; we're continuing to move forward. 
\ 

I 
' 
1: 
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! PRESIDENT: Yes, I agree with that. But I have.a little 
~4-f...f rent take on this, because I don '':t want to get to -- we succeeded I 
think in generating enthusiasm for universal coverage again, and sort of 
,getting the debate back a little more (toward our way. about it. But I 
think that I would like to make this argument. I may be wrong about 
this -- and you all feel free to correct me. I would like to say 
something like this-- particularly i:f' you lead with crime.instead of 
the economy -- is that we're coming up on the one-year anniversary of 
~he historic vote on the economic plan, when I first advocated that 
economic plan and they said the world,would c::::ome to an end if it passed. 

I Well, you go through three years of deficit reduction, smallest 
government since Kennedy, historic budget cuts, taxes on the.very 
wealthy, blah, blah. And the results 1'are clear. If you make a tough 
~ecision in a tough time and you think about the future, you can be 
porne out. And yqu can even say the same thing happened on NAFTA and 
~alk about how·we're sending five times as many cars to Mexico as we did 
!last year. And they said the world would come to an end on NAFTA; it's 
~orking~ Take a tou~h decisiori in a tough time. · 

i Now, this health care thing is a tough decision.. At least a lot 
6f·our members are now realizing that.they can actually get reelected if 
they run on this economic plan instead of running away from it; if they 
,run on the consequences and they· run .9n the specifics. I just think · 
,there's something to be said for that. I don't want to make too much of 
!it, but if you want to build on the crime bill -- . "" 
! 

Q Tough votes count~ . 

, Q The reason I put the crime bill first, the only reason 
!is because we will be in a news cycle: that will just have taken account 

1of that. . But ~ th~nk it's probably b~tter to open with the ~conomy and 
1say you dld thJ.s WJ.th crime, too, and now we're going to go to health 
,care. 
I 
I 

And the point that you raised aboUt "they said it couldn't be 
!done, the world would come to an end" was, in fact, what I referred to 
:as a tactical thing we needed to come. back to because it is a very 
:important question about whether we.-- Ithink it's all a matter of 
!tone. We don 1 t want to --· 

I 

. THE PRESIDENT: If we do it, the reason I ~ind of wanted to 

l
'mention NAFTA is to point out that I didn 1 t want to run off all the 
.Republicans before we got started on .it. And a lot of Republicansvoted 
'for NAFTA -- the same sort of· Chicken. Little character to the debate. 

Q I pr,efer the economic. opening, very briefly, they said 
it wouldn't work, and now here he is.: Now we're at two historic votes, 

i 
I 

I 

1'. 
I 



I . 
so that you set up health care first and then crime. But you set up in 
the minds of people two hi.storic vote~; ·if you win both you win two, if 
you win one and don't win the other y~u've won one of the two. You're 
~t least getting one --

1 

f THE PRESIDENT: Because we know that the voters think that crime 
·is as important. They just don't ideJ1tify as much with me.. They think 
~t's more important, but they don't identify with me as muah, although 
they did back at the time of the Stat~ of the Union. 
I ·. 
i Q I just wonder whether :'it will sound odd when it's just 
happened.· 
I - . . 
' I ' .. Q 
I 

I think it's odd to 
be about health care 
historic vote coming on 

hold a press conference which is 
wli'at you're really trying to drive 
health care. 

supposed to 
home is the 
I ,. 

THE PRES.IDENT: That's right. 1 

i Q 
responsibility 
work -- be the 
end. 
I 
I 

What's riice about that, if you all like this idea of the 
of the American people, all of us, to make tpese things 
end of your opening. It would be a good encompassing 

I, 

f Q What we need to do on•health care with the prime-time 
~udience -- it isn't enough to just say we have an historic vote. 

I THE PRESIDENT: ·yes, we want to take as much time as we can on 
health care. 

I' . 

Q Let me just say the three things that Stan and I think 

1
we need to do on health care, and the!) we' 11 talk about where they fit 

1
in. They know this,· the American people know --_.(break in tape) 

1 THE PRESIDENT: -- a whole series of veto questions --is that 
:really what you want to do? That seems to me the political difficulty 
lin doing that. 
I 
' 
I 
I 
I 

:up? 
i 
' 

Q You mean by heightening arid emphasizing the vote coming 

i THE PRES+DENT: Well, we think that a vote -- if we do this --
~we're doing this press conference tombrrow night, right? we think that 
;a vote could come in one week. I thi,nk it's okay to say that, the votes 
ion this will start to come within a we~k. It's right here on us. 
' 
I 

! I think the question is, are you -- stan was, the last time we 
ivisited on this, Stan was of the miJ1d 1 that we had to be seen as fighting 
but given where he gauged the America.n people, I didn't want to put 

1,' 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOT~COPY 

I. 

' 



I I •. myself r1.ght 1.n a veto box, no matter what they passed, if they didn't 
~ass an employer mandate. Do you sti~l believe that? Then you've got 
~o be damn careful how you characteriz'e this vote coming out, or you're 
going to have a. whole series of veto questions at this press conferenc~. 
We' 11 get one or two anyway, propably ,; , but if I say it in terms that are 
tioo stark, that'will be the only question of the deal. 
I 
I Q 1 think one way you cduld affect that is by saying --
(·inaudible. ) In fact, I think that's the only way you can -- the only 
way I can see you can handle it. Because I agree with Mandy, I think 
that you need to focus on the upcoming· vote because I think the. people 
~till think that this is someplace in the far distant future. They're 
totally confused about where it is. 
l 

Q The press don't. 
,, 

Q The press,is getting there. 
I 

1 Q The American people might understand the ·immediacy of 
~he vote, but the pres;s, particularly the hea.lth care reporters --

THE PRESIDENT: Well, they've ··been giving me a lot more coverage 
in the evening news, to be fair, and it's gotten much more balanced~ · 
It's gotten much more substantive and: less political in the last we~ek, I 
think, a lot of it has. At least I've seen two or three stories that 
~ere straight substance. 
I I. 

I Q . There's an easy way t9 prevent it. Every time they ask 
you a-question, what do you do if you:Iose --no ball player ever talks 
about losing before he steps on the field. 

1 
Q We're going_ to win. I'm here to talk about what I want 

~o sign, not what I want to veto. Y~~ can get out of all of those. 

i Q 
~mportant vote 
now without 
I 

I think .. there's a way.'for him· to underscore this is an 
ahd he wants the Anierican people to focus on this issue 
saying this is the mak~ or break moment in health care. 

i THE PRESIDENT: First of all, let me say, remember what works. 
The first thing we need to do is to say we started out doing this 
pecause -- right? -- more and more people were losing their coverage. 
So it's not just the people without coverage, it's the coverage of the 
people -- we're increasing the number' of people losing their coverage. 
Most Americans do not know that we're going in the wrong direction. 
~hey just may know somebody is in trouble, because the costs are out of 
hand for both private citizens and the government. And so we were 
~orried about coverage and quality and cost. And we sought toESi.x what 
~as wrong with the system and keep wh~t was right. · ~ <?~ 1Ds-11/' 
! 0 / 
I ~ ~ 

a· ~s '')__ 

'i 
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.You can. say all these sentenc~·s in 10 seconds. I think it's 
fmportant that.we state the basic premises. We believe that.the only 
way to fix what was wrong -- that is spiraling costs, greater insecurity 
9f people.with insurance, and more and more people losing their 
insurance and fix what was right is to build on the existing system 
9f employers and employees sharing th~ burden of buying insurance. 
I ,,,. . 
I I • : ' 

1 But -- and so we presented a bill to that effect. ;Then we asked 
~embers of Congress of both parties and we asked health care providers 
and we asked ordinary citizens throughout the United States to review 
~t, comment on it and make suggestions. Their basic suggestions were to 
the effect that this was a big issue and it ought to be -- there ought 
~o be ~ess bureaucracy, more flexibility. for people at the state level, 
~hat small businesses ought to have the opportunity but.not be required 
to join bigger buyer coops, and more financial help ought to be given to 
~mall businesses, and we ought to phase it in over a longer period of 
time. And we adopted those things, o~ those things -- we responded to 
that because we know that works. That's apparently what the. 'folks -- we 
adopted those things. ' 
I i 

i Now we're coming to a vote in. which some di.fficult decisions 
~ill have to be resolved. And we kno~ of no -- we have no example 
~nywhere of where you can cover everybody and hold costs down and · 
maintain quality and choice unless there is some sort. of shared · ,·. 
:responsibility. And we've seen it in ·Hawaii, it works there.. You do a 
Hawaii riff ~- and so there are others who say it can be done others 
way, but we know this works and we ought to -- I just think you've got 
;to -- if you don't. go back to those first two or three introductory· 
,sentences -- what are our objectives· ~- and you ~eally explain 

fi~J~ ••.•• 
Keep in mind, a lot of Americans are still coming to grips with 

l
it. They haven't heard it a thousand: times,' they haven't digested it. 
And I think we're makirig a big mistak~ not to go.back to basics here. 
!And I think we can do this in two and a half minutes. 

!like to 
~~hoice, 

Q 
know if 
keeping 

Most people support the universal -- what they would 
they.can do that withput creating bureaucracy, having 
the quality 

I 
1 THE PRESIDENT: A lot of them. ·want to know they can keep their 
jown plan if they like it. 
I 
1 

·Q Right-- so that I. don't think you have to spend a 
jlot of time on the universality, oth.e:r than the fact that it's central 
land uncoinpromised and it's in these bills going to the floor. I think 
!the weight of our discussion ought to be on.the_reassurance piece. And 
II think that --
1 

I THE PRESIDENT:. But the Ameri.can people need to 

CLiNTON LIBRARY PHO'fOCOPY. 
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' 

have given them reassurance, but that the biggest controver.sy is over 
~hether 'it should be universal or not., They.need.to know, in other 
~ords, they've been all for -- the congress so-called Clinton plan 
~ecause of all the disinformation that's been put out in our plan on all 
t;hese areas in which they need reassuri=lnce. They've never varied in 
their support for the fundamental elements of our plan. So we have to 
tell them that here's the reassurance of the things you care about, but 
the vote is about x. · : ; 

I I • . 

I 

! Q The vote is about un,iversal by way of mandates or shared 
~esponsibility. We have to come back and define that. 
! 
i THE PRESIDENT: You do. 

other way to do this now. 
I 

And ypu say that we just know of no 

I 

.I Q Your problem is you have only got five minutes here. 
Y1ou've already loaded it with too much. 

I THE PRESIDENT: 
Ii was describing·those 

I didn't use mpre than a minute and a half when 
two or three sentences. 

I . 
I 
l Q Isn't the 

h:as to be conveyed to the 
history we can't letpass 

' ' 

j, 

central theme here the sense of 
American people, that this is a 
us by? 

history that 
moment in 

.... i,· 

I Q sure. And I believe we can do. that with the opening 
p:aragraph the whole thing that we're doing and through various tones 
and choices of words.to drive that throughout. And then a paragraph 
tp.at brings us back to if we go into t~ese votes we have to keep in mind 
that we have a rare opportunity to do this thing for the American middle 
dlass that will help them into the 21st century~ We dare not lose that 

I , • 
m:oment; ,.· 

I 
' • I ' 

1 

Q . I think there's some d:i.ffer7nce here about what· point · 
you're try1ng to convey a~d why you're,:h.oldlng a press conference. I 
thought we· were trying to hold it to tell people that there's an 
h1istoric vote coming up and we need your support. We need you to be • 
p~shing, writing letters and telling your congressmen, because this is 
the moment and if we don't take it now, we may lose it for another 
g~neration. And if we go in with the ~otion that we're confident we're 
going to win -- any American to pick up a pen and call their congressman 
-r I think that creates apathy on their part; · 

I . 

i THE PRESIDENT: See, I wanted to end the five-minute statement -
-

1 

I mean, I sort.of wanted to end the +ive-minute statement with we need 
ypur help now. · · : 

I . 
ypu're 

Q This is your opportunity. 
not going to get 

If you don't take advantage, 

I I· 
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1 

THE PRESIDENT: You need to know, I mean, there's going to be a 
vote in the next day or two on this crime bill, and a week later, it's 
going to be a vote on health care; and two of the most historic issues 
?f this gener~tion are going to be decided within 10 days, two weeks. 

I , Q If you take that theme you were talking ab~ut earlier, 
~bout setting up each of these as people said it couldn't ~e done, but 
~e've proved on the economic plan, we've proved on crime, you can set a 
~ealth care thing that way, too. We have this historic moment, and 
people are once again saying we can't,do this. And you can go through 
~11 of the things we've done to make sure. that it's good and they 
should. But you can say both it can be done, you can have the quality 
health care system that covers everyone, and you know what it looks like 
~- it's Hawaii; we should have it for the rest of us. 
' 
' I 
i But alsoi we can have this vote. 
it their choice -- if they get involved, 
on the crime bill. :' 
I :!1 
I 

We can win this, and then make 
if they speak out as they did 

I Q ~his may play off of this point, and there's a different 
tone and maybe -- and the historic moment -- and maybe it's not 
I . . 
~levated enough, it may not be what w~ want to do. one thing the crime 
pill illustrates -- it's going to pass, ·and ~t's going to pass with"·a .. 
iot of Republican votes. The thing the people fear is that this is just 
all talk that's going on in this town'and nothing can happen that's for 
~hem. And one other possibility here. is use the crime to pass through 
the crime bill supported by Democrats. and Republicans to show that 
people can rise above politics. It dOesn't have to -- they can bring 
different points of view together, Democrats. and-Republicans, and you 
pan do an historic and big thing for the people. 
! . ·. . 

: That's what health care ought to be. I think you ought to be 
inspiring and you draw them in to want to join so people could reclaim 
their health care. Use crime to illustrate what's possible. 
I 

Q I thought that --

Q From this weekend. 

Q We shouldn'tbe bound.by a 30-second spot. one of our 
problems here is people don't know enough about health care. Crime is 
happening .. We should use this moment:-- they risk experienced it for 
~he first time -- ' 

I 

. THE PRESIDENT: . That crime wa;; happening. They didn't know it; 
I, 

Q You should use this tb let them know 
I,, 
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, THE PRESIDENT: We assume people know about things. There's 
qeen nowhere near the publicity of the crime bill there was on 
Whitewater, for example. You can see :that 

, I 

Q . Or O.J. 

THE PRESIDENT: Or O.J. Simpson or 

Q We should let them know 

Q . Up until what Stan said, I was thinking structurally we 
rieeded to flip crime and health. I nqw think you come out of health can 
say, look, crime is the example of how we get to the higher plane and 
deal with these problems. · 

I Q You don't want to end· ;on the appeal on health? 

Q That's the question •. 

Q No. You can do the --. 

Q But it's not done yet/ we have one more important vote. 

I
I 

1 

Q As we move forward on ;that, show how we were able tol:' 
move forward on that. Let's remeinber'that as we go farther into the 
tiealth care debate. I'm sorry, George·-- one other thing: The question 
arises whether you want to say anything in a sentence 9r two about 
Rwanda and thanking the American people for their assistance and asking 
them to continue to do that; and if w~ do it, whether we do it at the 
very top or the very bottom. 

I 
I . 

1 . THE P~ESIDENT: I think you do. it ·at the top as part of what 
we're doing. 
I . 
I Q I think you have so little time in the five minutes that 
*ou may want to consider using that irt an answer. 
i 
i THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I can do it in an answer. 

' ' 

Q You were live television when you went and announced --
it wasn't prime time, but there;s no ~eason to go --

1 Q This is your statement from the March. You'll see at 
the end is where we're talking about beginning now with this rare moment 
that we're dealing with. So I think there's a nice b~idge there. 
i 

Q Do you know why we're going to hold off on the foreign 
affairs thing? 
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1 
Q Yes, Tony is now at those Haiti mee:tings. We will have 

more time tomorrow .on foreign affairs.:. I think what he would say was 
l~ke the overall piece of getting thiri~s done -- Israel and Jordan, 
R~anda, the Haiti res.olution. But he needs to do that tomorrow --

i 
1 Q And we won't have a long discussion -- from Secretary 

Christopher's point of view, the most important thing to dq on foreign. 
pplicy is resolving where.you are on Haiti and what your plans are for­
-; have a lot to do with what you say w~en you have a question. And 
there.is a meeting starting in a couple of minutes on your options on 
Haiti. And the hope is that youwill have a chance to focus on that 
w~th some rec~mmendations to you. But·the other thing is the folks over 
a~ State feel ·and Defense feel, too, t~at this is an opportunity to say 
something very strong about Rwanda in terms of what the Defense .. 
D~partment folks have done, the military has done, as well as private 
citizens. 

I 
j THE PRESIDENT: 

~erican people should 

' 
{, 

It's been a great success story. 
be very proud of. 

Something the 

I 
! Q Harold, I think we sho~ld turn to health care. now. 

Q Okay .. 
' . . ;· . 

, THE PRESIDENT: I'm inclined to think you're right, Stan, about 
w~'re capable of doing these things together. But sometimes, when we 
h~ven't -- I mean, I still think you o~ght to go back to that economic 
v9te and say it was a courageous vote that had to be done for America, 
and look what it gave us. It broke the back of our denial, of our­
c?ntinued paralysis. 

! , Q -- NAFTA -- one of the ;_reasons people liked NAFTA was it 
w~nt beyond politics. 

! 
THE PRESIDENT: Exactly. 

i 

' i 
Q -- everybody thinks that others will vote for it. 

. l THE PRESIDENT: You think -- if· I say 
tomorrow night, that will be the story. 

I 

too much about Haiti 

Q Well, you're going to ~ave to answer questions. 

· Q You're going to have to answer questions. You need to 
h~ve in·mind what content-- you're conveying some sense that this is 
moving forward. For-example, we may be moving towards gathering· the 
Argentineans and Dominicans involved.now in training exercises-- that 
kind of thing ,--

! ,. 
I 

I ''· 
. . . . . I 
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~-- ------------------. 

~HE PRESIDENT: Good. 

Q -- we don't mention any foreign policy in the opening. 

Q No, I do not think so.· 

THE-PRESIDENT: Will w~ have alproblem with the people if we 
don't? 

Q Not the people. I'm just wonderin~ if the ~ress --
1 

[ Q I think it will be a v~ry. clean opening statement. 
You've got to get ready to grab people;by the lapel~-

I 
I I. 

END: 

•,,. 
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