
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 30, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your letter concerning U.S. broadcasting to the 
Czech Republic and the future of Radio Free Europe.

My decision to reorganize and modernize United States 
international broadcasting will strengthen our ability to support 
new democracies in Central and Eastern Europe even as we realize 
some financial savings from the consolidation. Our reorganiza­
tion proposal, which is before Congress, will place existing 
radios under a new bipartisan board of governors which will 
guarantee the independence, quality, effectiveness and 
professional integrity of all United States broadcasting 
services.

Furthermore, the United States will continue to provide technical 
assistance through the International Media Fund to help 
strengthen the electronic and print media in the Czech Republic.

You can be assured that the American Embassy in Prague will keep 
your government informed of any changes in broadcast services 
directed to the Czech Republic. No decision has yet been taken 
about which radio service will broadcast particular programs or 
languages. We have, however, determined that the Voice of 
America and Radio Free Europe will in the future provide both 
surrogate broadcasting and news on developments in the United 
States and other parts of the world.

I appreciate your interest in U.S. broadcasting to Central and 
Eastern Europe. Your views had a particular weight in pur 
thinking about the reorganization. I am confident that our 
broadcasts will continue to serve as an important instrument in 
the consolidation of democracy in the region.

Sincerely,

His Excellency Vaclav Havel 
President of the Czech Republic 
Prague



Prague, June 24, 1993

Mr. William J. Clinton 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC

Mr. President,

I have been deeply concerned at the indications that the United 
States authorities may consider discontinuing the Czech broadcast 
of Radio Free Europe. As I have repeatedly pointed out to American 
officials, this kind of independent reporting is something that our, 
young democracy needs very much indeed. Competing with it is a 
tremendously important lesson for our emerging independent 
journalism. The coverage offered by the RFE broadcast in Czech, 
marked by a detached position vis-a-vis the domestic political 
influences and an extensive knowledge of international affairs, 
still remains a substantial enrichment to my country.

I am therefore turning to you with a plea that this matter be 
reconsidered before a decision is taken.

Sincerely,

(signed) Vaclav Havel
President of the Czech Republic



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(Translation)

LSNo. 141976
PH/
Czech

Prague, June 24, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

I am very concerned by the news that consideration is being given in the United 

States to the possibility of abolishing the Czech broadcasting service of [Radio] Free 

Europe. As 1 have already advised various American officials on several occasions, our 

nascent democracy is in great need of precisely this other independent broadcasting 

service. The competition with it is an extremely beneficial school for our young 

independent journalism. A certain distance from internal Czech political influences and the 

good international survey of RFE's Czech broadcasting service are still a great enrichment 

for us.

I therefore urgently request that this decision be considered once more.

(signed) Vaclav Havel

President of the Czech Republic

His Excellency
William J. Clinton

President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C.



Praha, 24. Cervna, 1993

V^zeny p^n 
William J. Clinton 
Prezident Spojenych stdtu 
americkych 
Washington, D.C.

Vdzeny pane prezidente,

jsem velmi zneklidngn zpravou, 2e se v USA uvaXuje o moZnosti 
zrusit Cesk^ vysildni Svobodn6 Evropy. Jak jsem uZ vicekr^t 
upozornil ruzn6 americk^ Cinitele, nase rodici se demokracie prdvS 
tento druh nezdvisleho vysilani velmi potfebuje. SoutSZ s nim je 
nesmirnS uZiteCnou skolou nasi mlade nezdvisld Zurnalistiky. UrCity 
odstup od domdcich politickych vlivu a dobry mezindrodni pfehled 
Cesk^ho.vysilani RFE je pro nas st^le jestS velkym obohacenim.

Prosim Vds proto snaZnS, aby toto rozhodnuti bylo jestS jednou 
uvdZeno.

(podeps^n) Vaclav Havel
prezident Cesk^ republiky



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Translating Division

LSNo. 142770 
Czech 
TM/

Dear Mr. President:

I was especially pleased to learn of your recent decision to 

preserve Radio Free Europe, an important instrument of American 

foreign policy, into the future.

I greatly appreciate the attention you paid to my comments 

on the subject and the fact that you took my views into 

consideration when deciding the matter, as was evident from your 

statement of June 15.

The continued existence of Radio Free Europe is not merely a 

financial or administrative matter. It is first and foremost a 

very strong signal from the new U.S. Administration to the 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe, a signal that confirms 

the interest of the United States in maintaining its political 
presence and influence in this part of' the continent. It is a 

signal whose true, significance is all the greater, the more 

difficult it becomes for the post-Communist countries to make the 

transition to a market economy and a stable democratic political 
system.

Please accept once again my gratitude for your decision on 

Radio Free Europe, and at the same time point out that it would 

be a great loss to the Czech Republic if the Czech and Slovak 

broadcast were to be discontinued. Let me likewise applaud your

The President of the United States of America, 
the White House

Washington, D.C.
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patience and courage in fulfilling the objectives of your 

Administration both in domestic and foreign policy.

Sincerely,

[signature]

Vaclav Havel,
President of the Republic



Translation

THE PI^ESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Prague, August 20, 1993

Dear Mr. President,

I have been very pleased to learn of your recent decision 
that Radio Free Europe, an important instrument of American 
foreign policy, should remain in existence in future.

I have greatly appreciated the attention you paid to my 
comments on the subject, and I have been gratified to see that, 
as was made clear in your statement of June 15, you took my views 
into consideration when deciding on the matter.

Continued existence of Radio Free Europe is more than just 
a financial or administrative operation. It is first and foremost 
a strong signal from the new U. S. Administration to the 
countries of central and eastern Europe, confirming the interest 
of the United States in maintaining its political presence and 
influence in this part of the European continent. This kind of 
signal takes on added significance in the light of the magnitude 
of the challenges faced by the post-Communist countries in the 
process of transition to a market economy and stable democratic 
political systems.

Let me therefore express to you my gratitude for your 
decision on Radio Free Europe, and at the same time point out 
that it would be a great loss to the Czech Republic if the Czech 
and Slovak broadcast were to be discontinued. You have my best 
wishes as you work with patience and spirit for the fulfillment 
of the objectives of your Administration in both domestic and 
foreign policy.

Sincerely yours.

(signed) Vaclav Havel

The President of 
the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D. C.



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 20. srpna 1993

V^eny pane prezidente,

s mimofddn^ poteSemm jsem pfijal zpr^vu o VaSem neddvnem rozhodnuti 
zachovat rozhlasovou stanici Radio Svobodnd Evropa, jeden z dulezitych nlstroju 
americkd zahranidm politiky, i do budoucnosti.

V^im si toho, ze jste pfihledl k memu stanovisku na toto tema a ze jste je , jak
0 tom sveddi Vale prohMIem' ze dne 15. dervna, bral pfi rozhodovdm v uvahu.

Dalsi existence Svobodn6 Evropy nem" jen financm' Si administrativm z^lezitosti. 
Je to pfedevsim velmi dulezity signal nove americke administrativy pro zem6 stfedm 
a vychodm' Evropy potvrzujici zdjem USA o trvalou politickou pfitomnost a vliv v teto 
casti kontinentu. Signal, jehoz skutecny vyznam je tim vetlf, am ndro(5nejsi se stava 
pfechod postkomunisiickych zemf k trzm' ekonomice a ke stabilm'mu demokratickemu 
politickemu systemu. #

Pfijm6te,prosim, jeltS jednou m6 podSkov^m' za rozhodnuti o Svobodnd Evropy
1 s tfm, ze pro Ceskou republiku by bylo uvazovane ukonCem deskdho a slovenskeho 
vysfldm velkou ztratou. Zdroveii si Vdm dovoluji popfdt trpdlivost a odvahu pfi 
naplhov^m zam^ru Vali administrativy jak ve vnitfni, tak i v zahranidnf politico.

S uctou

Prezident Spojenych st^tu americkych
Bfly dum
Washington
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Prague, 6 July 1995

Dear Mr. President,

Like you, I am pleased to note, that Radio Free Europe / 
Liberty has recently been relocated to the Czech Republic. I 
perceive this step as an eloquent proof of the commitment of the 
United States to the strengthening of democracy in Eastern Europe 
and in the territory of the former Soviet Union as well as an 
expression of trust in the future of the Czech Republic.

In a letter addressed to you in early 1993, I stressed the 
importance of the role played by Radio Free Europe in our 
country. The programmes broadcast from its Prague studio in 
various languages continue to contribute significantly to the 
development of independent journalism, and consequently also of 
democracy, in the countries at which they are aimed.

In my view, according to my experience of a long-time 
correspondent of the Czech section of Radio Free Europe, the 
broadcasting station has maintained high standards and fostered 
the much-desired competition among broadcasting stations in a 
number of countries. One might say that despite the successes 
achieved on our way towards democracy, we still need Radio Free 
Europe.

I wish to thank you, dear Mr. President, for your personal 
contribution to the relocation of Radio Free Europe / Liberty to' 
Prague; you helped to create another link between our countries.

Yours sincerely.

(Vaclav Havfi^.1 1
"7/3 1/CT3

Tocic} •“

d

The Honorable 
Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington

(XtJCCcrTic ■> /



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 6. cervence 1995

Vazeny pane prezidente,

jsem stejne jako Vy potesen tim, ze se rozhiasova stanice Svobodna 
Evropa/Svoboda v minulych tydnech pfemistila do Ceske republiky. V tomto kroku 
spatruji vymiuvny doklad, ze Spojenym statum zalezi na posileni demokracie ve 
vychodni Evrope a na uzemi byvaleho Sovetskeho svazu, a zaroven projev jejich 
duvery v budoucnost Ceske republiky.

Pocatkem roku 1993 jsem Vam v dopise zduraznil, jak dulezitou roli zde dosud 
hraje vysilani Svobodne Evropy. Pofady vysilane nyni z prazskeho pracoviste 
Svobodne Evropy v ruznych jazycich i nadale vyznamne pfispivaji k rozvoji nezavisle 
zurnalistiky a tim i demokracie v zemich, kam vysilani smefuje.

Podle meho nazoru a podle me zkusenosti diouholeteho spolupracovnika 
ceskeho vysilani Svobodne Evropy je tato rozhiasova stanice na vysoke urovni a 
napomaha k vytvafeni zadouciho konkurencniho prostredi pro rozhiasove stanice v 
fade zemi. Mohu fici, ze pres uspechy, kterych jsme jiz dosahli na nasi ceste k 
demokracii, je vysilani Svobodne Evropy stale potfebne.

Dekuji Vam, vazeny pane prezidente, za Vas osobni pfinos k pfestehovani 
rozhiasove stanice Svobodna Evropa/Svoboda do Prahy; pomohl jste tak vytvofit dalsi 
spojovaci clanek mezi nasimi zememi.

Se srdecnym pozdravem

Prezident Spojenych statu americkych
Bily dum „ •Washington PhOtOCODy Ml SC . andwr ng


