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MEMORANDUM OF TELEEHONE 

4503 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

CONMRSATION 

SUBJECT; 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DATE, TIME 
AND PLACE: 

The President: John, Hello 

quite w e l l . (U) 

The President: Th 
were pleased. The 

Prime M i n i s t e r Maj 

Telcon wi t h Prime i\..nister John Major of the 
United Kingdom of May 27, 1995 

The President 
Prime Minister John Major 
Notetaker: Nelson Drew, Deuce Martinez, 
Alexander Vershbow 

May 27, 1995, 3:50 - 4:09 p.m. 
Oval Office 

(U) 

Prime M i n i s t e r Major: Hi B i l l . I thought the conference went 

3 I r i s h conference -- yes, I hope your people 
y can play t h i s up, (U) 

DT: I j u s t spoke to Paddy Mayhew, who i s i n 
feet up i n a bar, (U) 

s i l l y i n the way t 
recover q u i c k l y . 

The President: 

V i r g i n i a w i t h his 

The President: Thtls was the f i r s t meeting wi t h representatives 
of a l l the p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . The speech I gave was w e l l -
received. Adams cpmplained a l i t t l e b i t . I r e a l l y h i t them 
hard. (U) 

Prime M i n i s t e r Maj or: I t was an extremely good speech. 
thought i t a l l went w e l l , save for the Unionists who were a b i t 

were so excited -
dividend i f they plush f a r t h e r and help you. (U) 

Prime M i n i s t e r Ma" 
than we ever had j[f we can persuade them to s t a r t 
decommissioning, 

The President 

CONFI DENT li'Jj 
Declassify on: OADR 

hey behaved. That often happens, but they 
U) 

keep hoping that the Irish-Americans -- who 
and a l l the par t i e s w i l l see a huge peace 

or: I thi n k we have a be t t e r chance f o r peace 

Then w e ' l l r e a l l y be i n business. fei 

agree. (U) 
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Prime M i n i s t e r Majo 
months without i n c i 
Every day i s l i k e m 

The President: Is 
your people recogni 

We have had the cease-fire f o r over 9 
lent, and i t looks l i k e they may be serious, 
Dney i n the bank. f€-) 

any of t h i s g i v i n g you a boost at home? Are 
zing what's been done? f€i 

Prime M i n i s t e r Majopr: Not a b i t . For most people here, I r e l a n d 
They don't r e a l l y care what happens i s j u s t another i s l a n d , 

elsewhere i n the world. 

The President 
less about foreign 
I guess i t ' s a bles 
i s threatened. fe) 

khow how you f e e l . Most Americans could care 
policy, about what i s happening outside U.S. 
sing that people don't believe t h e i r s e c u r i t y 

Prime M i n i s t e r Majc 
bread-and-butter pc 
of the end of the do 

The President: I t ' 
Bosnia. I j u s t got 
some good ideas. 
fe) 

Prime M i n i s t e r Majc 
personally, but I t 

r: I know how you feel. It is pretty much 
litics, I guess that is one of the benefits 
Id War. m 

s also one of the burdens, which brings me to 
o f f the phone with President Chirac, He had 
suppose you might have spoken w i t h him too. 

r: No, I haven't spoken with Chirac 
alked to Juppe yesterday. fe^ 

rViQ Pr-o c i H o n t" 

Chirac said he spoxe wicn l e i L a i n Louay, 
and he thinks he's on board too. fe^ 

t o l d me Y e l t s i n ha 
they may t a l k w i t h 

Prime M i n i s t e r Maj 

d sent Kozyrev ana Gracnev cu otj-yidut: cmi-i that 
the Bosnian Serbs, fG) 

or: As I said, I talked w i t h Juppe. This i s 
f a i r l y the same l i 
fe^ 

The President: Do 

CONFI DENT liAL 

le that Juppe had, and I am amenable to t h i s , 

you agree? fe) 



C O N F I D E N T I J ' J J 

Di-imo M i n i c t - p r M ^ - i o r : R ; i . s i r . a l l v 

we nave a 
meeting here at Dowhing Street tomorrow wit h our detense people 
and the Foreign Secretary, and i t i s p r e t t y clear what w i l l 
hai-ii-ion Wo nooH p hp f f e r follow-UD strateav. 

The President: Yes, a "pause" i s a better word. fe) 

Prime M i n i s t e r Maj 
Smith, I spoke wi 

The President: He 

Prime M i n i s t e r Majc 

r: We need to take the advice of General 
tih him. He was calm and relaxed. fe) 

fi n e . fe^ 

i s very capable, i s n ' t he? fG-) 

r: Yes he i s . He won't panic. H e ' l l do 

The President; I think a i r s t r i k e s worked we l l e a r l i e r . We can't 
give up on them, Eiut with UNPROFOR under strength and dispersed, 
they're s i t t i n g duc:ks. Currently they have no thre a t of 
a i r s t r i k e s and no means to defend themselves. They need to be 
concentrated and tci have the capacity to defend themselves. We 
need to make a pub]ic change to the rules of engagement. We 
could then have a pause i n the a i r s t r i k e s . 

I'm not hung up on the sanctions issue, but I don't want 
Milosevic to suckei: us i n t o l i f t i n g sanctions, and them not go 
a l l the way. ninlchmatic e f f o r t s must r e s u l t i n mutual 

EO 13526 1.4b. 1.4d ] 
J A p p a r e n t l y , l e i c s i n 

i s prepared to re i n f o r c e . fe) 

Another th i n g , we 
have made of the w 
we never disabled 
and take weapons o 
people watch, fe) 

lave to do something about the sham the Serbs 
sapons c o l l e c t i o n s i t e s . I t has hurt us that 
the weapons. I t i s p a i n f u l to watch Serbs come 
i t at w i l l and s h e l l c i v i l i a n targets while our 

D i - - i m o M i n i . < ; t " P r M a i IT: 

EO 13526 1.4b, 1.4d 
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EO 13526 1.4b, 1.4d 

The President; 
the Serbs may see 
enclaves. The Bosn 
th i n k they can. fe|) 

I'ml also worried that i f we concentrate UNPROFOR, 
is as a green l i g h t to take the eastern 

ians say they can defend them, but we don't 
th 

Prime M i n i s t e r Majo 
c a p a b i l i t i e s . fe) 

The President: I t ' 

r; They have the numbers, but not the 

s the a r t i l l e r y t h reat, i s n ' t i t ? fG-) 

vulnerable and we 
engagement, then we 
vulnerable to a i r s t 

D-rimo M - i n i s h o r M a i r 

The President: Thejre i s a trad e - o f f : i f we render UNPROFOR less 
e l l them that we've changed the rules of 
would want them to know that they are more 

r i k e s . fe^ 

r: 

1.4b, 1.4d 

s i t u a t i o n 
complicated by the 
domestically so he 
give him some rol e 
g e t t i n g a pause i n 
r o l e f o r the Russi 
to maintaining pea 
heavy weapons s i t e 
we can do t h i s , i t 
the top of my head 
Y e l t s i n believes h 
He's shown his s t r 
l o s i n g the support 
fe^ 

Prime M i n i s t e r Maj 

The President: Maybe there's some way we could make more unique 
use of the Russian troops. Since we were i n Russia, have I 
talked to you since; then? Well, I spoke w i t h Y e l t s i n f o r about 
three hours and gov. b e t t e r f e e l for Yeltsin's p o l i t i c a l 

He seef both opportunities and danger. I t ' s 
s i t u a t i o n i n Chechnya, He i s i n danger 
does not want to look weak. I f we can a l l 
i n solving the s i t u a t i o n . He could be seen as 
the bombing, and at the same time f i n d i n g a 

.^n troops that would be s t r a t e g i c a l l y c r i t i c a l 
ice. Maybe we can have the Russians man the 

to stop the Serbs from using the weapons. I f 
w i l l help f u r t h e r the cause. That's j u s t o f f 

I t ' s not vetted w i t h any of my s t a f f . But 
lb needs to keep the u l t r a n a t i o n a l i s t s at bay, 
rsngth over Chechnya, but he i s worried about 
of friends i n the West and support for reform. 

discussing the hos 

CONFIDENTIflL 

|or: I was s i t t i n g with Kohl yesterday 
tages and were t r y i n g to get Y e l t s i n on the 
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phone. We heard on 
one had been beaten 
heaten UD was Canac 

TV there were three hostages being held and 
up. I had side bet w i t h Kohl that t h a t one 

ian and not the Russian. 

EO 13526 1.4b, 1.4d 

The President: . . . 

Pr-i-mo M-in-ic;1-or M;^"ir 

. i f the Russians do their job f a i r l y . fe) The President: . . . 

Pr-i-mo M-in-ic;1-or M;^"ir r : 
FO i:^Fi9fi 1 4h 1 4d 

bmitn 

and the others w i l l have to make tne 3uagment. 

has j u s t handed me 
keen about g i v i n g 
t h i n k about how we 
between the Russiarji 
a f f e c t Y e l t s i n ' s p 

The President: I tthink we should think about i t . Sandy Berger 
a note, and he says Bosnians may not be too 
s t r a t e g i c r o l e to the Russians. We should 

can play psychologically on the i n t e r p l a y 
IS and the Bosnian Serbs and how i t would 
) l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . f6-) 

The President: Th(; 
confident and launch 
and then go out anq 
compounded by the 
joke. They forget 
continue to urge t 
have d i f f e r e n t vie 
confidence, I hav 
on whether Milosev 

Bosnians begin to f e e l good, and they get 
offensives. They forget about the a r t i l l e r y 

get the crap kicked out of them. This i s 
act that the weapons c o l l e c t i o n s i t e s are a 
the larger s t r a t e g i c concept. We w i l l 

le Bosnians to exercise r e s t r a i n t . They may 
of a Russian role i f we back i t w i t h 

n't r e a l l y thought i t through. I t could hinge 
ic recognizes Bosnia, fG-) 

Prime M i n i s t e r M a j j r : I t ' s worth looking a t , I have a point 

The President: I 
issue. I was plee 
understand that i 
fe^ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

didn't explore t h a t ; Chirac d i d not raise whole 
sed he didn't want to withdraw, I t h i n k we a l i 
there i s no UN there, a l l h e l l breaks loose. 
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Prime M i n i s t e r Majcr: I agree EO 13526 1.4b, 1.4d 

I ' l l have Rod Lyne 
Monday, f i r s t j u s t 
at NATO. fe^ 

The President: I'1 
speak w i t h me f u r t l 

Prime M i n i s t e r Majc r: Good-bye, 

The President: Godd-bye. (U) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

We'll have our meeting here, and 
c a l l Tony Lake. Our Ministers w i l l meet on 
the four, and then with the Russians, and then 

1 be here over the weekend i f you need to 
er. (U) 

(U) 

End of Conversation 


