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The President: Hello, Felipe? (U)

Prime Minister Gonzalez: Good afternoon, Mr. President. (U)
The President: Thank you for taking my call. (U)
Prime Minister Gonzalez: It is my pleasure. (U)

The President: I wanted to talk to you about the operations in
Bosnia and Eastern Slavonia. I know that some of my people have
been in touch with your government, but I wanted to talk to you
personally about this. I think that things are going well in
Bosnia right now, but I want to make sure the agreement between
Serbia and Croatia on Eastern Slavonia holds up. For complete
compliance, we will have to have a UN operation to supervise
implementation. I understand Russia and Slovakia will likely
contribute troops to the operation in Eastern Slavonia and that
Belgium is willing to lead the mission, but the Belgians are
hesitant without any other NATO partners participating. That is
why I am calling: to see if you can contribute. (]

I know that you have made a significant contribution to IFOR and
that Spanish forces have compiled an excellent track record.
However, I think that if you could make even a modest
contribution to the peacekeeping force in Eastern Slavonia, it
could encourage others to contribute, and it would help get
Solana off to a good start as NATO Secretary General. I am
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worried that Croatia will resort to the military option if we
don't get a peacekeeping operation in there soon. If we do
succeed, then I think things will work out fine. §74]

Prime Minister Gonzalez: It would be a catastrophe if Croatia
did that. I agree with you Mr. President. You know we are
trying to send more troops to Mostar, but I will try to speak
with our partners in the European Union to talk about the Eastern
Slavonia problem and see what solution can be found. Do you have
an approximate idea of how many troops we would need? (&)

The President: About 2000 more. If you could provide 800 or so,
that would be good, depending on how many we could get from the
others. But 800 to 1000 would be fine and would help convince
others to contribute. (27

Prime Minister Gonzalez: You know the operation in Eastern
Slavonia 1s a UN operation, not a NATO operation. I am trying to
send one more battalion to Mostar to complete our brigade there.

(2

The President: I understand it is a UN operation. But the
Belgians said they would like some NATO partners to participate
in the Eastern Slavonia operation. We would be prepared to make
the same commitment to have NATO help with a withdrawal of the
force if it got into trouble. Of course, all of NATO will have
to agree, but I think they will. (T

Prime Minister Gonzalez: This afternoon I will talk to my
partners in the European Union who are also members of NATO to
see what we can do about the problem. Right now, I am preparing
to send more troops to Mostar to have a full brigade there. But
I will talk to my EU partners immediately about Eastern Slavonia
to see what we can do. Thank you for calling and I wish you all
the best for the New Year.

The President: Good-bye and good luck to you too. (U)

-- End of Conversation --




