Clinton Presidential Library

1200 President Clinton Avenue
Little Rock, AR 72201

Inventory for FOIA Request 2007-1804-F
Records relating to Lennart Meri, President of Estonia, 1992-2001

Extent
62 folders, 1,080 pages

Access

Collection is open to all researchers. Access to Clinton Presidential Records is governed by the
Presidential Records Act (PRA) (44 USC 2201) and the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5
USC 552, as amended) and therefore records may be restricted in whole or in part in accordance
with legal exemptions.

Copyright

Documents in this collection that were prepared by officials of the United States government as
part of their official duties are in the public domain. Researchers are advised to consult the
copyright law of the United States (17 USC, 101) which governs the making of photocopies or
other reproductions of copyrighted material.

Provenance

Official records of William Jefferson Clinton’s presidency are housed at the Clinton Presidential
Library and administered by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) under
the provisions of the Presidential Records Act (PRA).

Processed by
Staff Archivist, 2011. Previously restricted materials are added as they are released.

Scope and Content
The materials in FOIA 2007-1804-F are a selective body of documents responsive to the topic of
the FOIA. Researchers should consult the archivist about related materials.

Lennart Meri was elected President of Estonia in 1992 and served two terms until leaving office
in 2001. Meri was known to have established communication with President Clinton as Estonia’s
first president after the country regained independence from the Soviet Union.

Meri was born on March 29, 1929 in Tallinn, Estonia to Georg Meri, an Estonian diplomat, and
Alice-Brigitta Engmann. As a result of the Soviet occupation of Estonia, the Meri family was
deported to Siberia in 1941. After returning to Estonia, Meri graduated from the Faculty of
History and Languages of the University of Tartu in 1953. After graduating from Tartu, Meri
worked as a celebrated writer and film director.
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By 1988, Meri was active in the Estonian Popular Front, a major force in the Estonian
independence movement. After the first non-communist election in Estonia in 1990, Meri was
appointed and served as Foreign Minister and worked towards opening communications with the
West.

On October 6, 1992, Meri became President of the Republic of Estonia and implemented many

reforms while in office, including adopting free-market policies, simplifying the tax system, and
leading Estonia to join international organizations. During his tenure Estonia became a member
of the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund, World Bank, and the European

Bank for Reconstruction and Development. Estonia officially joined NATO in March 2004 and

the European Union in May 2004. Lennart Meri passed away on March 14, 2006.

The records to be open consist of memorandum, NSC profile sheets, briefing papers, transmittal
forms, and routine correspondence between President Clinton and President Meri and other
heads of state. This routine correspondence includes congratulatory messages regarding
anniversaries and other events, such as the Wye Agreement. Also included are condolence letters
from heads of state following the Columbine shooting.

System of Arrangement

Records that are responsive to this FOIA request were found in these collection areas- Clinton
Presidential Records: WHORM Subject Files, Clinton Presidential Materials: White House Staff
and Office Files, and Clinton Presidential Records: NSC Cable, Email, and Records
Management System.

The White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) contains a variety of series created
to organize and track documents and correspondence. The WHORM Subject file was compiled
by the White House Office of Records Management and is a series of categories designated by a
letter/number combination.

Staff and Office files were maintained at the folder level by staff members within their individual
offices and document all levels of administration activity.

WHORM files are processed at the document level; whereas, Staff and Office files are processed
at the folder level, that is, individual documents are not selected and removed from a folder for
processing. While this method maintains folder integrity, it frequently results in the incidental
processing of documents that are not wholly responsive to the subject area.

FOIA 2007-1804-F contains WHORM records from these subject codes:

CA001 Accidents- Safety

CO056 Estonia

FG003-01

Gl001 Gifts from the President

G1002 Gifts to the President

HO027-01 Independence Day Greetings- Heads of State & Representative
ITO67 North Atlantic Treaty Organization

MEQ002-03 Government Groups (Foreign and Domestic)
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PP005-01 First Lady
PP010-01 Birthday, Message Received by the President
PP010-02 Condolence- Sympathy, Message Received by the President

The following is a list of documents and folders processed in response to FOIA 2007-1804-F.

Box 1

Clinton Presidential Records: WHORM: Subject Files
Category Case Number

CAO001 Case Number: 179269
CO056 Case Number: 060437
CO0056 Case Number: 102920
CO056 Case Number: 122617
CO056 Case Number: 147963
CO056 Case Number: 162722
CO0056 Case Number: 165900
CO056 Case Number: 270859
FGO001-03 Case Number: 203674
Gloo1 Case Number: 147029
G1002 Case Number: 043500
HO027-01 Case Number: 437681 [Meri]
HO027-01 Case Number: 123122
ITO67 Case Number: 195799
ME002-03 Case Number: 159422
PP005-01 Case Number: 181171
PP010-01 Case Number: 189069 [Meri]
PP010-02 Case Number: 130764

Clinton Presidential Records: White House Staff and Office Files
Correspondence
His Excellency Lennart Meri, President of the Republic of Estonia, Tallinn, Estonia
[OA/ID 15241]
National Security Council
FG006-06 Case Number: 214943 [Meri] [OA/ID 8313]

Clinton Presidential Records: NSC Cable, Email, and Records Management System
NSC Records Management System
PRS- Presidential Records
[Meri]

9300859 [OA/ID 2264]
9303350 [OA/ID 149]
9307910 [OA/ID 167]
9309975 [OA/ID 178]
9404707 [OA/ID 476]
9405665 [OA/ID 478]
9406071 [OA/ID 207]
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Clinton Presidential Records: NSC Cable, Email, and Records Management System

(continued)
9407081 [OA/ID 480]
9409924 [OA/ID 484]
9410184 [OA/ID 3532]
9501405 [OA/ID 567]
9502519 [OA/ID 574]
9504816 [OA/ID 590]
9505077 [OA/ID 592]
9507364 [OA/ID 607]
9602264 [OA/ID 1094]
9602549 [OA/ID 1096]
9602808 [OA/ID 1098]

NSC Records Management System

PRS- Presidential Records
[Meri]

9604061 [OA/ID 1107]
9604428 [OA/ID 1109]
9605495 [OA/ID 1116]
9606130 [OA/ID 1120]
9608052 [OA/ID 1133]
9701468 [OA/ID 1605]
9702428 [OA/ID 1612]
9708477 [OA/ID 1659]

Box 2
9800131 [OA/ID 2009]
9800228 [OA/ID 2009]
9800288 [OA/ID 2010]
9800299 [OA/ID 2010]
9800709 [OA/ID 2013]
9807494 [OA/ID 2067]
9807500 [OA/ID 2067]
9900826 [OA/ID 2710]
9901068 [OA/ID 2711]
9901130 [1] [OA/ID 2712]
9901130 [2] [OA/ID 2712]
9902997 [OA/ID 2724]
9903232 [OA/ID 2726]
9903418 [OA/ID 2727]
9908399 [OA/ID 2760]
0003624 [OA/ID 4092]
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