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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 8, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your message of good wishes for 
the coming year. I am pleased to extend my own 
congratulations to you, on your election as the 
first President of the Czech Republic.

Under your leadership, our two countries forged 
a close and,special relationship. I would like 
to assure you that I value this friendship and 
will remain committed to our support of the 
Czech Republic's ongoing economic and political 
development.

You have been a powerful and inspirational 
force, for me personally as well as for 
democracy and freedom throughout the world. I 
believe your continuing leadership, alongside 
other regional leaders, is essential to 
achieving economic prosperity, stable 
democracies, and security for the nations of 
Central and Eastern Europe and at times farther 
afield.

I am especially looking forward to working 
together with you to advance these causes in the 
years to come.

Sincerely,

His Excellency 
Vaclav Havel 
President of tl 
Prague

Czech Republic
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ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: ANTHONY LAK^^^

SUBJECT: Congratulatory Letter to Vaclav Havel on Election

Purpose

To send a letter of congratulations to Vaclav Havel on his 
election as President of the new Czech Republic.

Background

President Havel supports an active regional and global foreign 
policy for the Czech Republic. He will be an important ally in 
our efforts to promote stability and prosperity in Eastern 
Europe, as well as U.S. or international efforts to promote 
democracy in other regions. Your letter will help bolster 
Havel's constructive foreign policy stance as he works to define 
his Presidential role with the more EC-centric Prime Minister 
Klaus.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the draft letter at Tab A.

Attachment
Tab A Draft Letter
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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0155
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

January 29, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

JENONNE WALKER 
BETH SANNER;^'^^

Congratulatory note to Vaclav Havel on His ^ 
Presidency

We have drafted a letter of congratulations from the Presidient to ^ 
Vaclav Havel (Tab A) on his election as the President of the new 
Czech Republic. Our message is geared to support Havel's 
inclination for an active foreign policy that accepts the Czech 
Lands' regional and global responsibilities. Havel will have to 
take on Prime Minister Klaus on this issue, as Klaus' consuming 
aim is EC membership and he advocates a more limited, EC-centric 
foreign policy. Engaging Havel and other Central and East 
European leaders early on, to encourage active (and helpful) 
foreign policies, will promote our strategic objectives in the 
region.

This letter been cleared by the State Department.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memo to the President

Tab A Draft Letter
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Dear Mr. President-elect, INITIALS

Prague, November 4, 1992

.-■■LL ■;OOE

Allow me to offer my deepest congratulations on your election to the Presidency 
of the United States of America.

I followed the year-long presidential campaign quite closely and can only express 
my admiration for your resiliency under the stfain the process put on you and your 
family. The fact that your mandate comes after such an arduous experience should be 
taken as a source of strength as you move to bring your vision of change in America to 
fruition.

Czechoslovakia and the United States have had a special relationship since our 
first President, Tom^iS Garrigue Masaryk, worked with President Woodrow Wilson to 
create this state in the heart of Central Europe. The high regard in which the United 
States was held grew after the Second World War and even - perhaps especially - 
during the dark totalitarian years. It has been only a few short years since that era came 
to a close and we still face many changes, surprises and challenges.

I have every confidence that the exceptionally close relationship between our 
countries will prosper even as Czechoslovakia splits peacefully into two independent 
states, and that under your leadership the United States will continue to play its vital, 
irreplaceable, role in maintaining stability in Europe. I look forward to the United States 
playing an active and effective role in the fulfillment of democratic and free market 
ideals in this region.

I hope that in spite of all the pressing tasks that will be thrust upon you in your 
new office and whatever offices or tasks the future holds for me, we will soon have the 
opportunity to meet and build a productive relationship.

Mylpst wishes to you and Mrs. Clinton for the coming four years.
-

Yours sincerely.

President-elect Bill Clinton 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
United States of-America
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Dear fAr. President-elect,

4iL.'S:r'-.

Translation

Prague, December 18, 1992

Please accept my most sincere wishes for the forthcoming new year to 
bring you and the citizens of the United States of America every happiness 

and success.

It is my firm belief that all the positive achievements made so far in the 
relations between the peoples of our countries will be further developed in 

the year to come.

With warm regards,

■ ■■ ■

■-

The Honorable Bill Clinton
The President-elect
of the United States of America

(signed) Vaclav Havel
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

/

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your message of goc^'d wishes for 
the coming year. I am pleased to extend my own 
congratulations to you, on your election as the first President of the Czech Republic.

\

Under your leadership, our two countries forged a close and special relationship.\ I would like 
to assure you that (^^value this friendship and" 
■we* will do-.all"-t?he<t ca'D^eteo oontinuc to
support,; the Czech Repi^lic's ongoing economic 
and political development. ^

You have been a powerful and Tns^irational force. 
for democracy and freedom throughout the world. ^
T ynnr- p,ppi ng leadership, alon^^ide ■
other regional Ieade7s7~~wi-li -bo- essential to
achieving «j.ig shi I goalo -o-f economic
prosperity, stable democracies, and security for 
the nations of Central and Eastern Europe., and at times farther afield.^ I am>?iooking f^ward 
to working together^ to agvance ^ese caiTses in 
the years to come. ) \

Sincerely

His'Excellency 
Vciclav Havel
President of the Czech Republic 
Prague
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E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PREL, US

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO HAVEL

1. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO RELAY THE TEXT OF THE LETTER 
SHOWN IN PARA 2 FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR PRESIDENT HAVEL 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS INAUGURATION AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
CZECH REPUBLIC. THERE WILL BE NO SIGNED ORIGINAL.
WHITE HOUSE HAS NO PLANS TO RELEASE THIS TEXT TO THE 
PUBLIC, BUT HAS NO OBJECTION IF CZECH REPUBLIC 
GOVERNMENT WISHES TO DO SO.

2. BEGIN TEXT:

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF GOOD WISHES FOR THE COMING 
YEAR. I AM PLEASED TO EXTEND MY OWN CONGRATULATIONS TO 
YOU, FOR YOUR ELECTION AS THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE 
CZECH REPUBLIC.

UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP, CZECHOSLOVAKIA RENEWED ITS 
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES. I AM CERTAIN THAT IN 
THE YEARS AHEAD WE WILL FURTHER DEVELOP THE GOOD

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. FOR ITS PART, THE 
UNITED STATES WILL DO ALL THAT IT CAN TO SUPPORT THE 
CZECH REPUBLIC’S ONGOING ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND INTEGRATIGl^'

IT IS MY HOPE THAT WE WILL DEVELOP AN EVEN DEEPER 
PARTNERSHIP, NOT ONLY ON BILATERAL ISSUES, BUT ALSO ON 
REGIONAL AND GLOBAL CONCERNS. AS PRESIDENT OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, YOU GUIDED AN ACTIVE AND PRAGMATIC 
POLICY TO ADVANCE DEMOCRACY AND SECURITY IN YOUR REGION 
AND BEYOND. I BELIEVE YOUR CONTINUING ENGAGEMENT 
S-LDE-0TffER~REGTONAl7-I:EADERS>, WILL BE ESSENTIAL TO 
ACHIEVING OUR SHARED GOALS OF ECONOMIC PROSPERITY,
STABLE DEMOCRACIES, AND SECURITY FOR THE NATIONS OF 
CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE, AND AT TIMES FARTHER 
AFIELD. MY ADMINISTRATION WILL REMAIN ENGAGED 
THROUGHOUT THE REGION IN SUPPORT OF THESE GOALS.

I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING CLOSELY WITH YOU IN THE MONTHS 
AND YEARS AHEAD.

SINCERELXc,

ko
.7■9^

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D C. 20506

January 29, 1993

0155

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE N 

THROUGH: JENONNE WALKER~^ 

FROM: BETH SANNER"^^^

SUBJECT: Congratulatory note to Vaclav Havel on His 
Presidency

We have drafted a letter of congratulations from the President to 
Vciclav Havel (Tab A) on his election as the President of the new 
Czech Republic. Our message is geared to support Havel's 
inclination for an active foreign policy that accepts the Czech 
Lands' regional and global responsibilities. Havel will have to 
take on Prime Minister Klaus on this issue, as Klaus' consuming 
aim is EC membership and he advocates a more limited, EC-centric 
foreign policy. Engaging Havel and other Central and East 
European leaders early on, to encourage active (and helpful) 
foreign policies, will promote our strategic objectives in the 
region.

This message has been cleared by the State Department. 

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memo to the President

Tab A Draft Cable Message
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE

SUBJECT: Congratulatory Message to Vaclav Havel on Election

Purpose

To send a letter of congratulations to Vaclav Havel on his 
election as President of the new Czech Republic.

Background

President Havel supports an active regional and global foreign 
policy for the Czech Republic. He will be an important ally in 
our efforts to promote stability and prosperity in Eastern 
Europe, as well as U.S. or international efforts to promote 
democracy in other regions. Your message will help bolster 
Havel's constructive foreign policy stance as he works to define 
his Presidential role with the more EC-centric Prime Minister 
Klaus.

RECOMMENDATION

That you authorize the draft message at Tab A to be sent via 
State Department cable channels.

Approve Disapprove

Attachment
Tab A Draft Message

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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attached Presidential cable via the 
channel Indicated.

THE NATK3NAL SECUOTY ADVISOR REOUESIS THE FOtiOVMNO 
INOrVIOUAlS BE PSOVKXD AN INfOSMATION COPY OF THE CABU

□ VICE PRESIOeiT □ SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
□ WHOE HOUSE CHIEF OF STAFF □ AMBASSADOR
□ OTHB?



MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON TO VACLAV HAVEL, PRESIDENT OF 
CZECH REPUBLIC, TO BE SENT VIA STATE DEPT CHANNELS

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF GOOD WISHES FOR THE COMING YEAR.
AM PLEASED TO EXTEND MY OWN CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU, FOR YOUR 
ELECTION AS THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC.

UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP, CZECHOSLOVAKIA BECAME AN IMPORTANT AND 
VALUED FRIEND OF THE UNITED STATES. I AM CERTAIN THAT IN THE 
YEARS AHEAD WE WILL FURTHER DEVELOP THE GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES. FOR ITS PART, THE UNITED STATES WILL DO ALL 
THAT IT CAN TO SUPPORT THE CZECH REPUBLIC'S ONGOING ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT AND INTEGRATION.

IT IS MY HOPE THAT WE WILL DEVELOP AN EVEN DEEPER PARTNERSHIP, 
NOT ONLY ON BILATERAL ISSUES, BUT ALSO ON REGIONAL AND GLOBAL 
CONCERNS. AS PRESIDENT OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA, YOU GUIDED AN ACTIVE 
AND PRAGMATIC POLICY TO ADVANCE DEMOCRACY AND SECURITY IN YOUR 
REGION AND BEYOND. I BELIEVE YOUR CONTINUING ENGAGEMENT, ALONG 
SIDE OTHER REGIONAL LEADERS, WILL BE ESSENTIAL TO ACHIEVING OUR 
SHARED GOALS OF ECONOMIC PROSPERITY, STABLE DEMOCRACIES, AND 
SECURITY FOR THE NATIONS OF CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE, AND AT 
TIMES FARTHER AFIELD. MY ADMINISTRATION WILL REMAIN ENGAGED 
THROUGHOUT THE REGION IN SUPPORT OF THESE GOALS.

I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING CLOSELY WITH YOU IN THE MONTHS AND 
YEARS AHEAD.

SINCERELY,
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Mr. President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I remember a time when some of my friends and acquaintances used to go 

out of their way to avoid meeting me in the street. Though I certainly did not intend it 

to be so, they saw me, in a way, as a voice of their conscience. They knew that if 

they stopped and talked with me, they would feel compelled to apologize for not 

openly defyifig tf^ regime too, or to explain to me why they-could not do it, oMo 

defend themselves by claiming that dissent was pointless anyway. Conversations 

like this were usually quite an ordeal for both sides, and thus it was better to stay 

away from them altogether.

Another reason for their behavior was the fear that the police were 

'following me, and that just talking to me would cause them complications. It was 

easier not to go near me, thus they would avoid both an unpleasant conversation 

and the potential persecution that could follow. In short, I was, for those friends, an 

inconvenience. And inconveniences are best avoided.

For long decades, the chief nightmare of the democratic world was 

communism. Today — three years after it began to collapse like an avalanche — it 

would seem as though another nightmare has replaced it: post-communism. There 

were many, not just in the West, but in the East as well, who had been looking 

forward to the fall of communism for years, and who had hoped that its collapse 

would mean that history had at last come to its senses. Today, these same people 

are seriously worried about the consequences of that fall. Some of them may even 

feel a little nostalgic for a world that was, after all, slightly more transparent and 

understandable than the present one.
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I do not share sentiments of that kind. I think we must not understand 

post-communism merely as something that makes life difficult for the rest of the 

world. I certainly did not understand communism that way. I saw it chiefly as a 

challenge, a challenge to thought and to action. To an even greater extent, 

post-communism represents just that kind of challenge.
■^r
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Anyone who understands a given historical phenomenon merely as an 

inconvenience will ultimately see many other things the same way: the warnings of 

ecologists, public opinion, the vagaries of voters, public morality. It is an easy, and 

therefore-seductive- way of-seeing the world and history.- But it is extremely 

dangerous because we tend to remain aloof from things that inconvenience us and 

get in our way, just as some of my acquaintances avoided me during the communist 

era. Any position based on the feeling that the world, or history, is merely an 

accumulation of inconveniences inevitably leads to a turning away from reality, and 

ultimately, to resigning oneself to it. It leads to appeasement, even to collaboration. 

The consequences of such a position may even be suicidal.

What in fact do we mean by post-communism? Essentially, it is a term for 

the state of affairs in all the countries that have rid themselves of communism. But it 

is a dangerous simplification to put all these countries in one basket. While it is true 

that they are all faced with essentially the same task — that is, to rid themselves of 

_the disastrous legacy of communism, to repair the damage it caused, and to create, 

or renew, democracy — at the same time, and for many reasons, there are great 

differences between them.



I will not go into all the problems encountered by post-communist 

countries: experts are no doubt already writing books on the subject. I will mention 

only some of the root causes of the phenomena that are arousing the greatest 

concern in the democratic West, phenomena such as nationalism, xenophobia, and 

the poor moral and intellectual climate which — to a greater or lesser extent — go 

along with the creation of the new political and economic system.

•.y-.

’-The first of these causes I see in the fact that communism was far from 

being simply the dictatorship of one group of people over another. It was a 

genuinely totalitarian system, that is, it penetrated every aspect of life and deformed 

everything it touched, including all-the natural ways people had evolved of living 

together. It profoundly affected all forms of human behavior. For years, a specific 

structure of values and models of behavior was deliberately created in the 

consciousness of society. It was a perverted structure, one that went against all the 

natural tendencies of life, but society nevertheless internalized it, or rather was 

forced to internalize it.

When communist power and its ideology collapsed, this structure 

collapsed along with it. But people could not simply absorb and internalize a new 

structure immediately, one corresponding to the elementary principles of civic 

society and democracy. The human mind and human habits cannot be transformed 

overnight; to build a new system of living values and to identify with them simply

takes time.

In a situation where one thing has collapsed and something new does not 

yet exist, many people feel empty and frustrated. This state is fertile ground for 

phenomena like the hunt for scapegoats, for radicalism of all kinds, and for the need 

to hide behind the anonymity of a group, be it socially or ethnically based. It 

encourages hatred of the world, self-affirmation at all costs, the feeling that 

everything is now permitted and the unparalleled flourishing of selfishness that goes
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along with it. It gives rise to the search for a common and easily identifiable enemy, 

to political extremism, to the most primitive cult of consumerism, to a carpetbagging 

morality, stimulated by the historically unprecedented restructuring of property 

relations, and so on and so on. Thanks to its former democratic traditions and to its 

unique intellectual and spiritual climate, the Czech Republic, the westernmost of the 

post-communist countries, is relatively well off in this regard, compared with some 

of the other cotmtries in the region. Nevertheless we too are going through the same 

great transformation that all the post-communist countries are, and we can therefore 

talk about it on the basis of inside knowledge.

An^other factor that must be consideredin any analysis of post-communist

phenomena is the intrinsic tendency of communism to make everything the same.

The greatest enemy of communism was always individuality, variety, difference — in

a word, freedom. From Berlin to Vladivostok, the streets and buildings were

decorated with the same red stars. Everywhere the same kind of celebratory

parades were staged. Analogical state administrations were set up, along with the

whole system of central direction for social and economic life. This great shroud of

uniformity, stifling all national, intellectual, spiritual, social, cultural or religious

variety, covered over any differences and created the monstrous illusion that we

were all the same. The fall of communism destroyed this shroud of sameness, and
---------------------------- ^

the world was caught napping by an outburst of the many unanticipated differences 

concealed beneath it, each of which — after such a long time in the shadows — felt

a natural need to draw attention tp itself, to emphasize its uniqueness and its 

difference from others. This is the reason for the eruption of so many different kinds 

of oldfashioned patriotism, revivalist messianism, conservatism, and expressions of 

hatred towards all those who appeared to be betraying their roots or identifying with 

different ones.

The desire to renew and emphasize one's identity, one's uniqueness, is 

also behind the emergence of many new states. Nations that have never had



countries of their own feel an understandable need to experience independence. It 

is no fault of theirs that the opportunity has come up decades or even centuries after 

it came to other nations.

This is related to yet another matter: for a long time, communism brought 

history, and with it all natural development, to a halt. While the Western democracies 

have had d^^ades to create a civil society, to build internationally integrated 

structures, arid to learn the arts of peaceful international co-existence and 

cooperation, the countries ruled by communism could not go through this creative 

process. National and cultural differences were driven into the subterranean areas 

of sociar life, where they were kept on ice~anchthus prevented from devetoping 

freely, from taking on modern forms in the fresh air, from creating, over time, the free 

space of unity in variety.

At the same time many of the nations suppressed by communism had not 

even enjoyed freedom before its advent, and thus had not had a chance to resolve 

many of the basic questions of their existence as countries. Consequently 

thousands of unsolved problems have now suddenly burst forth into the light of day, 

problems left unsolved by history, problems we had wrongly supposed were long 

forgotten. It is truly astonishing to discover how, after decades of falsified history and 

ideological manipulation and massaging, nothing has been forgotten. Nations are 

now remembering their ancient achievements and their ancient suffering, their 

ancient suppressors and their allies, their ancient statehood, and their former 

borders, their traditional animosities and affinities — in short, they are suddenly 

recalling a history that, until recently, had been carefully concealed or 

misrepresented.

Thus in many parts of the so-called post-communist world, it is not just the 

regional order (sometimes referred to as the Yalta order) that is being corrected. 

There are also attempts to correct certain shortcomings in the Versailles order, and



even to go further back into history and exploit the greatest freedom some of them 

have ever had to make complete amends. It is an impossible desire, of course, but 

understandable nevertheless.

If we wish to understand the problems of the post-communist world, or 

some of them at least, then we must continually remind ourselves of something else. 

It is easy to derry the latent problems, ambitions, and particularities of nations. It is
■■vV.

easy to make Everything the same by force, to destroy the complex and fragile 

social, cultural and economic relationships and institutions built up over centuries, 

and to enforce a single, primitive model of central control in the spirit of a proud
utopianism. IHs-as-easy to do tha^as it is to smash a pieee^f antique, inlaid furhlture^^ 

with a single blow from a hammer. But it is infinitely more difficult to restore it all, or to 

create it directly.

The fall of the communist empire is an event on the same scale of 
hist^ri^al importrinr° nnrmn Fmpiro- AnH it gjmilpr

consequences, both good and extremely disturbing. It means a significant change in 

the countenance of today's world. The change is painful and will take a long time. To 

build a new world on the ruins of communism might be as long and complex a task 

as the creation of a Christian Europe — after the great migrations — once was.

What are we to do if we do not wish to understand post-communism 

simply as a new inconvenience that would be better avoided by sticking our heads 

in the sand and minding our own business?

I think the most important thing is not just to take account of external and 

more or less measurable phenomena like the gross national, product, the progress
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of privatization, the stability of the political system and the measurable degree to 

which human rights are observed. All of these things are important, of course, but 

something more is necessary. There must be an effort to understand the deep 

events taking place in the womb of post-communist societies, to take note of their 

historical meaning and think about their global implications. It must be understood 

that these are not the curious woes of a distant and circumscribed part of the world, 
but events thaf^oncern everyone, and all of our present-day civilization. The 

temptation musrbe resisted to adopt a disparaging and slightly astonished attitude, 

one based on a subconscious feeling of superiority on the part of observers who are 

better off. Just as Czechs should not sneer at the problems of Tadzhikistan, so no 

one should sneer at the problems-of the_CzBch Jtepublic.-AiTy point of depar^j;e, 

therefore, should involve deep insight and a deep sense of co-responsibility. It is 

only against this background of understanding that meaningful ways of assistance 

can be sought.

It seems to me that the challenge offered by the post-communist world is 

merely the current form of a broader and more profound challenge to discover a 

new type of self-understanding for man, and a new type Of politics that should flow

from that understanding. As we all know, today's planetary civilization is in serious 

danger. Modern man thinks of himself as the lord of creation and not just a part of it, 

and his vanity is rapidly destroying his hope of survival. Because he is not grounded 

in a humble respect for the order of Being, modern man allows himselLto be driven 

by his particular interests. He is no longer capable of governing his behavior in a 

way that takes account of the general interest. We are rationally capable of 

describing, in vivid detail, all the dangers that threaten the world: the deepening gulf 

between the rich and the poor parts of the world, the population explosion, the 

potential for dramatic confrontations between different racial and cultural groups, the 

arming of whom no one seems able to stop, the nuclear threat, the plundering of 

natural resources, the destruction of the natural variety of species, the creation of 

holes in the ozone layer, and the unstoppable global warming. What is unsettling is
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that the mnrfi wr know ahnut Riinh dannars, the less able we seem to deal with 

them.

I see only one way out of this crisis: man must come to a new

Linderstanding of himself, his limitations, and his plarfi in the world. He should grasp

his responsibility in a new way, and .reestablish a relationship with the things that
transcend him^-We must rehabilitate our human subjecthood, and liberate ourselves 

—-—
from the captivity of a purely rational perception of the world. Through this 

subjecthood and the individual conscience that goes with it, we must discover a new 

relationship to our neighbors, and to the universe and its metaphysical order, which 

is the source of the moral order. -■ ------- 1

We live in a world in which our destinies are tied to each other more 

closely than they ever have been before. It is a world with a single planetary 

civilization, yet it contains many cultures that, with increasing vigor and 

singlemindedness resist cultural unification, reject mutual understanding, and exist 

in what amounts to latent confrontation. It is a deeply dangerous state of affairs and 

it must be changed. The first step in this direction can be nothing less than a 

broad-based attempt by these cultures to understand each other, and to understand 

each other's right to existence. Only then can a kind of world-wide pluralistic 

metaculture, a self-preservational minimum on which everyone can agree, begin to 

form. It is only in the context of such a metaculture that a new sense of political 

responsibility — global responsibility — can come into being. And it is only with this 

newly born sense of responsibility that the instruments can be created that will allow 

humanity to confront all the dangers it has created for itself.

The new political self-understanding I am talking about clearly means a 

definitive departure from the understanding of the world that considers history, 

foreign cultures, foreign nations, and ultimately all those warning about our future, 

as a mere agglomeration of annoying inconveniences that disturb our tranquillity.



A quiet life on the peak of a volcano is just as illusory as the notion I talked 

about at the beginning: that by avoiding an encounter with a dissident in the street, 

we can avoid the problem of communism and the question of how to deal with it.

Ultimately, I understand post-communism as one of many challenges to 

contemporary rrfan — regardless of what part of the world he lives in — to awaken to 

his global respon’gibilities, and to awaken to them before it is too late.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Friends,

This morning I had the honor of taking part in the opening of the Museum 

of the Holocaust.

On this occasion, as I have so often before, I asked myself how could this 

have happened? How could people in the twentieth century, aware of the theory of 

relativity, of quantum mechanics, who have penetrated to the heart of the atom and 

are exploring the reaches of outer space, have committed acts of horror so awful 

that to call them bestial would be to do an incredible disservice to all those creatures 

who happen not to be human. How could they have permitted it to happen?

In the context of what I have been talking about here, one aspect of a 

possible answer occurs to me. It was a failure of democracy, the politics of 

appeasement, giving way to evil: what in my country we call the spirit of Munich. The 

inability of Europe and the world to recognize the emerging evil in time and stop it
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from growing to such monstrous proportions is merely another form of what I have 

called here an understanding of the world as an agglomeration of inconvenience. 

The issue here is the absence of a wider sense of responsibility for the world.

Czechs remember well a statement made by a democratic statesman 

shortly before he signed the Munich Agreement, the real beginning of all the horrors 

of the Second«^orld War. He was appalled, he said then, that his country was 

digging trenches' and trying on gas masks „because of a quarrel in a faraway 

country between people of whom we know nothing". It is a classic example of how 

suicidal it is to try and avoid difficulties. This politician regarded Nazism as a 

problem thahwoukl go-away Hf^he stuck-his head-in=the sandr-^r=as it.were crossed 

over to the other side of the street.

And so the chosen people were chosen by history to bear the brunt for all 

of us. The meaning of their sacrifice is to warn us against indifference to things we 

foolishly believe do not concern us.

In today's world, ovefvthinQ rnnpornc everyone. Communism also

concerned everyone. And it is also a matter of concern to everyone whether or not, 

and in what way, we manage to build a new zone of democracy, freedom, and 

prosperity on its ruins.

Every intellectual and material investment in the post-communist world 

that is not haphazard but based on a deep understanding of what is happening 

here, will repay the whole world many times over.

And not only that: it will also be one more step on the thorny journey of the 

human race towards a new understanding of its responsibility for its own destiny.

Thank you for your attention.
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Translation

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Prague, March 1, 1993

Dear Mr. President,

I was truly pleased to receive your message of congratulations on my election as 
President of the Czech Republic. Please accept my heartfelt thanks. I highly value your 
desire to maintain the best possible relationship between our two countries. Let me take 
this opportunity to assure you that I, too, shall do everything in my power to this end.

My country’s return into the community of the democratic nations of the world three 
years ago has restored our traditional friendship and has brought our countries together 
again in a shared commitment to freedom and democratic principles. I trust that these 
values will remain a crucial factor in shaping our common interests and determining their 
orientation in the future as well. I have no doubt that you will personally make a 
significant contribution to the furtherance of the relations between the Czech Republic 
and the United States.

I am happy to note that you consider, just as I do, stability of the whole of central 
and eastern Europe essential to prosperity and democracy in my country. I attach a 
fundamental importance to cooperation with politicians from those countries which share 
with the Czech Republic common security interests and historical, geographical, cultural 
and economic ties. I am looking forward to discussing with you issues relating thereto in 
the near future.

I wish you every success in your great mission in the office of Chief Executive of the 
United States of America.

Sincerely yours.

(signed) Vdclav Havel

The President
of the United States of America 
Washington



PREZIDENT REPUBLIKY

V Praze dne 1. bfezna 1993

Vdzeny pane prezidente,

s velkym potesemm a radosti jsem pfijal Vase blahopMm k memu zvolem do 
funkce prezidenta 6eske republiky. Pfijmete, prosim, muj vfely dfk. Velmi si v^zim 

Vaseho zajmu o to, aby vztahy mezi obema nasimi zememi byly co nejlepsi. Chci Vds pfi 
teto pnlezitosti ujistit, ze i ze sve strany pro to vykonam vse, co bude v mych silach 
a moznostech.

Navrat me zeme do spolecenstvi demokratickych zenu sveta pfed tfemi roky vratil 
nasim vzdjemnym vztahum tradicni rozmer pfatelstvi a zdsadm'ho souladu v nazoru na 
zivotnf vyznam svobody a demokratickych principu. Tesim se, ze tyto hodnoty budou 
i nad^le spolupodminovat charakter i smer nasich ^oleCnych zajmu. Nepochybuji o tom, 
ze Va§ osobm' vklad k upevnovam' vztahu mezi Ceskou republikou a Spojenjhni staty 
bude vyznamny.

Rad shledavam, ze i Vy spatfujete podminku prosperity a demokracie pro mou 
zemi ve stabilite celeho regionu stfedm" a vychodm" Evropy. Pfikladam zdsadru vyznam 
spolupraci s politiky zemi, ktere poji s Ceskou republikou spolecne bezpecnostni zajmy, 
historicke, geograficke, kulturni a ekonomicke vazby. Tesim se, ze s tim spojene 
problemy budou v dohledne dobe pfedmStem nasich spolecnych rozhovoru.

Pfeji Vam mnoho uspechu ve Vasem velkem ukolu hlavy Spojenych statu 
americkych.

Srdecne

Prezident Spojenych statu americkych
Washington

PHOTOCOPY WJC HANDWRITING
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WASHINGTON, D C. 20506

May 13, 1993

To Charles Kupchan:

Subject: Ltr from Havel / log 3141

Can you provide me with a status pf this letter.

Tony Lake has asked us to expedite Heads of State correspondence 

Thank you.

Georg^ ^an Eron



Translation

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Prague. March 1.

Dear Mr. President,

I was truly pleased to receive your message of congratulations on my election as 
President of the Czech Republic. Please accept my heartfelt thanks. I highly value your 
desire to maintain the best possible relationship between our two countries. Let me take 
this opportunity to assure you that I, too, shall do everything in my power to this end.

My country’s return into the community of the democratic nations of the world three 
years ago has restored our traditional friendship and has brought our countries together 
again in a shared commitment to freedom and democratic principles. I trust that these 
values will remain a crucial factor in shaping our common interests and determining their 
orientation in the future as well. I have no doubt that you will personally make a 
significant contribution to the furtherance of the relations between the Czech Republic 
and the United States.

I am happy to note that you consider, just as I do, stability of the whole of central 
and eastern Europe essential to prosperity and democracy in my country. I attach a 
fundamental importance to cooperation with politicians from those countries which share 
with the Czech Republic common security interests and historical, geographical, cultural 
and economic ties. I am looking forward to discussing with you issues relating thereto in 
the near future.

I wish you every success in your great mission in the office of Chief Executive of the 
United States of America.

Sincerely yours.

(signed) Vdclav Havel

The President
of the United States of America 
Washington
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V'azeny pane prezidente.

s velkym potesem'm a radosu' jsem pfijal Vase blahopfani k memu z\oleni do 
tunkce prezidenta Ceske republik7. Pfijmete. prosim, muj vtely di'k. Velmi si vazi'm 
Vaseho zajmu o to. aby vztahy mezi obema nasimi zememi byly co nejlepsi. Chci Vas pri 
teto pfi'lezitosti ujistit. ze i ze sve strany pro to vykonam vse, co bade v mych silach 
a moznostech.

Navrat me zeme do spolecenstvi demokratickych zemi sveta pfed tfemi roky vratil 
nasim vzajemnym vztahum tradicni rozmer pfatelstvi' a zasadnfho souladu v nazoru na 
zivotni vyznam svobody a demokratickych principu. Te§im se, ze tyto hodnoty budou 
i nadale spolupodminovat charakter i smer naSich spoleCnych zajmu. Nepochybuji o tom. 
ze Vas osobni vklad k upevhovani vztahu mezi Ceskou republikou a Spojenymi staty 
bude vyznamny.

Rad shledavam, ze i Vy spatfujete podmfnku prosperity a demokracie pro mou 
zemi ve stability celeho regionu stfedm' a vychodm' Evropy. Pfikladam zasadni vyznam 
spolupraci s politiky zemi, ktere poji s Ceskou republikou spolecne bezpecnostni zajmy. 
historicke, geograficke, kulturni a ekonomicke vazby. T6§i'm se, ze s ti'm spojene 
problemy budou v dohledne dob6 pfedmdtem na§ich spoleCnych rozhovoru.

Pfeji Vam mnoho uspSchu ve VaSem velkem likolu hlavy Spojenych statu 
americkych.

Srdeind

Prezident Spojenych statu americkych
Washington
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 30, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your letter concerning U.S. broadcasting to the 
Czech Republic and the future of Radio Free Europe.

My decision to reorganize and modernize United States 
international broadcasting will strengthen our ability to support 
new democracies in Central and Eastern Europe even as we realize 
some financial savings from the consolidation. Our reorganiza­
tion proposal, which is before Congress, will place existing 
radios under a new bipartisan board of governors which will 
guarantee the independence, quality, effectiveness and 
professional integrity of all United States broadcasting 
services.

Furthermore, the United States will continue to provide technical 
assistance through the International Media Fund to help 
strengthen the electronic and print media in the Czech Republic.

You can be assured that the American Embassy in Prague will keep 
your government informed of any changes in broadcast services 
directed to the Czech Republic. No decision has yet been taken 
about which radio service will broadcast particular programs or 
languages. We have, however, determined that the Voice of 
America and Radio Free Europe will in the future provide both 
surrogate broadcasting and news on developments in the United 
States and other parts of the world.

I appreciate your interest in U.S. broadcasting to Central and 
Eastern Europe. Your views had a particular weight in pur 
thinking about the reorganization. I am confident that our 
broadcasts will continue to serve as an important instrument in 
the consolidation of democracy in the region.

Sincerely,

His Excellency Vaclav Havel 
President of the Czech Republic 
Prague
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WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
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FROM: 

SUBJECT:

ANTHONY L,

Response to a Letter from Czech President Vaclav 
Havel Supporting US International Broadcasting 
Especially Radio Free Europe

Purpose

To answer a letter from President Havel urging your continued 
support for "surrogate" broadcasts to the Czech Republic.

Background

On June 15 you announced your plan to modernize and consolidate 
America's international broadcast services. Under your plan 
Radio Free Europe (RFE) would be merged organizationally into the 
United States Information Agency (USIA), but would continue its 
distinct brand of programming. Your letter assures President 
Havel that the radios are being reformed to make them more 
effective, and that no decisions have been taken to cut Czech 
language services. In any event, the reforms will mainly 
eliminate duplication in services between RFE and Voice of 
America, not eliminate entire languages completely.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to President Havel at Tab A.

Attachment
Tab A Letter to President Havel
Tab B Incoming Letter

DECLASSIFIED 
PER E.0.13526 .
Xo\^-
7/3/2uo\S

COlQFTtiENTIAL 
Declassify on: OADR cc: Vice President 

Chief of Staff

eemaaffi:
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

July 30, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: RICHARD A. CLARKE

FROM:

SUBJECT:

ERNEST J. WILSON III

Response to Letter from Czech President Vaclav 
Havel Supporting US International Broadcasting

President Havel expresses his support for the surrogate services 
of US international broadcasting -- Radio.Free Europe and Radio 
Liberty. He writes that the RFE broadcasts are still important 
for his country, and that independent reporting remains crucial 
for his young democracy. He hopes the US will not discontinue 
the Czech surrogate broadcasts of RFE.

President Clinton's letter assures President Havel of his 
continuing commitment to surrogate broadcasting, and his hope 
that our broadcast reforms will improve radio services in Eastern 
Europe. The letter reports that the Administration has not taken 
any decisions yet on the allocation of language programs among 
the relevant agencies (RFE or Voice of America.) Very few if any 
Eastern European languages will be eliminated, the letter 
concludes. Instead, RFE will broadcast some languages and VGA 
will broadcast others.

C,a-
Concurrence by: Charles Kupchan

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum for the President

Tab A Letter to President Havel 
Tab II Incoming from President Havel

eONFIDENTIAL- 
Declassify on: OADR

DECLASSIFIED 
PER E.0.13526 .
0.0\5 ' (P8t>7- 
7/3/5.018

MCinQiTUi
jnpiuuTnrt;



Prague, June 24, 1993

Mr. William J. Clinton 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC

Mr. President,

I have been deeply concerned at the indications that the United 
States authorities may consider discontinuing the Czech broadcast 
of Radio Free Europe. As I have repeatedly pointed out to American 
officials, this kind of independent reporting is something that our, 
young democracy needs very much indeed. Competing with it is a 
tremendously important lesson for our emerging independent 
journalism. The coverage offered by the RFE broadcast in Czech, 
marked by a detached position vis-a-vis the domestic political 
influences and an extensive knowledge of international affairs, 
still remains a substantial enrichment to my country.

I am therefore turning to you with a plea that this matter be 
reconsidered before a decision is taken.

Sincerely,

(signed) Vaclav Havel
President of the Czech Republic



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(Translation)

LSNo. 141976
PH/
Czech

Prague, June 24, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

I am very concerned by the news that consideration is being given in the United 

States to the possibility of abolishing the Czech broadcasting service of [Radio] Free 

Europe. As 1 have already advised various American officials on several occasions, our 

nascent democracy is in great need of precisely this other independent broadcasting 

service. The competition with it is an extremely beneficial school for our young 

independent journalism. A certain distance from internal Czech political influences and the 

good international survey of RFE's Czech broadcasting service are still a great enrichment 

for us.

I therefore urgently request that this decision be considered once more.

(signed) Vaclav Havel

President of the Czech Republic

His Excellency
William J. Clinton

President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C.



Praha, 24. Cervna, 1993

V^zeny p^n 
William J. Clinton 
Prezident Spojenych stdtu 
americkych 
Washington, D.C.

Vdzeny pane prezidente,

jsem velmi zneklidngn zpravou, 2e se v USA uvaXuje o moZnosti 
zrusit Cesk^ vysildni Svobodn6 Evropy. Jak jsem uZ vicekr^t 
upozornil ruzn6 americk^ Cinitele, nase rodici se demokracie prdvS 
tento druh nezdvisleho vysilani velmi potfebuje. SoutSZ s nim je 
nesmirnS uZiteCnou skolou nasi mlade nezdvisld Zurnalistiky. UrCity 
odstup od domdcich politickych vlivu a dobry mezindrodni pfehled 
Cesk^ho.vysilani RFE je pro nas st^le jestS velkym obohacenim.

Prosim Vds proto snaZnS, aby toto rozhodnuti bylo jestS jednou 
uvdZeno.

(podeps^n) Vaclav Havel
prezident Cesk^ republiky
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June 28, 1993

Mr. William J. Clinton 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC

Mr. President,

The President of the Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has asked me to 
deliver the enclosed letter signed in his name. To expedite 
matters, he communicated the text of the letter to me by fax.

Enclosed is also his letter of thanks for having the opportunity to 
meet with you during his visit to the USA in April 1993.

Yours sincerely.

Michael Zantovsky



Translation

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Prague, May 21, 1993

Dear Mr. President,

I am very happy indeed to have had the opportunity to make 
your acquaintance and to meet other prominent members of your 
Administration during my recent visit to Washington.

Our conversation at the White House, which I greatly valued, 
has strengthened my conviction that the best preconditions exist 
for a further productive development of the relations between the 
Czech Republic and the United States of America in every way as 
we share the political will to act in the best interests of the 
citizens of our two countries and to promote democracy and 
humanity throughout the world.

Your kind gift of music will be a lasting memento of our 
first meeting. Let me extend to you as well as to Mrs. Clinton 
my warmest regards, and assure you once again that you would both 
be welcome guests in my country at any time.

Sincerely yours.

(signed) Vaclav Havel

The President of 
the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D. C.



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 21. kv^tna 1993

Vdzeny pane prezidente,

jsem nesmirnd rdd, ze jsem m^l v prub^hu sve nedavne n^vstevy ve Washingtonu 
moznost Vds osobne poznat a setkat se s dal§imi pfedmmi osobnostmi Vasi 
administrativy.

rozhpvor v Bflem dome, ktery pro mne byl velmi ceimy, m6 posflil v pfesvSdcem, 
ze pro dalsi plodny a vSestranny rozvoj vztahu mezi Ceskou republikou a Spojenymi stdty 

americkymi existuji ty nejlepsi pfedpoklady vyvSrajici z politicke vule obou stran 
postupovat tak, jak to odpovidd z^jmum obcanu obou zemi i zdjmum demokracie a 
lidskosti na celem svSt6.

mily hudebiu darek mi bude trvalou upominkou na nase prvru setkdni. Pfijmete, 
prosnn, muj srdecny pozdrav Vam i Vasi choti spole^nS s opStovnym uji^t^nlm, ze Vy i 
ona budete v na§i zemi kdykoli vitanymi hosty.

UpfimnS V6s

Prezident Spojenych statu
americkych
Bily dum
Washington, D. C.

D notocopy Mi sc. Hanawnting
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Translating Division

LSNo. 142770 
Czech 
TM/

Dear Mr. President:

I was especially pleased to learn of your recent decision to 

preserve Radio Free Europe, an important instrument of American 

foreign policy, into the future.

I greatly appreciate the attention you paid to my comments 

on the subject and the fact that you took my views into 

consideration when deciding the matter, as was evident from your 

statement of June 15.

The continued existence of Radio Free Europe is not merely a 

financial or administrative matter. It is first and foremost a 

very strong signal from the new U.S. Administration to the 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe, a signal that confirms 

the interest of the United States in maintaining its political 
presence and influence in this part of' the continent. It is a 

signal whose true, significance is all the greater, the more 

difficult it becomes for the post-Communist countries to make the 

transition to a market economy and a stable democratic political 
system.

Please accept once again my gratitude for your decision on 

Radio Free Europe, and at the same time point out that it would 

be a great loss to the Czech Republic if the Czech and Slovak 

broadcast were to be discontinued. Let me likewise applaud your

The President of the United States of America, 
the White House

Washington, D.C.



- 2 -

patience and courage in fulfilling the objectives of your 

Administration both in domestic and foreign policy.

Sincerely,

[signature]

Vaclav Havel,
President of the Republic



Translation

THE PI^ESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Prague, August 20, 1993

Dear Mr. President,

I have been very pleased to learn of your recent decision 
that Radio Free Europe, an important instrument of American 
foreign policy, should remain in existence in future.

I have greatly appreciated the attention you paid to my 
comments on the subject, and I have been gratified to see that, 
as was made clear in your statement of June 15, you took my views 
into consideration when deciding on the matter.

Continued existence of Radio Free Europe is more than just 
a financial or administrative operation. It is first and foremost 
a strong signal from the new U. S. Administration to the 
countries of central and eastern Europe, confirming the interest 
of the United States in maintaining its political presence and 
influence in this part of the European continent. This kind of 
signal takes on added significance in the light of the magnitude 
of the challenges faced by the post-Communist countries in the 
process of transition to a market economy and stable democratic 
political systems.

Let me therefore express to you my gratitude for your 
decision on Radio Free Europe, and at the same time point out 
that it would be a great loss to the Czech Republic if the Czech 
and Slovak broadcast were to be discontinued. You have my best 
wishes as you work with patience and spirit for the fulfillment 
of the objectives of your Administration in both domestic and 
foreign policy.

Sincerely yours.

(signed) Vaclav Havel

The President of 
the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D. C.



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 20. srpna 1993

V^eny pane prezidente,

s mimofddn^ poteSemm jsem pfijal zpr^vu o VaSem neddvnem rozhodnuti 
zachovat rozhlasovou stanici Radio Svobodnd Evropa, jeden z dulezitych nlstroju 
americkd zahranidm politiky, i do budoucnosti.

V^im si toho, ze jste pfihledl k memu stanovisku na toto tema a ze jste je , jak
0 tom sveddi Vale prohMIem' ze dne 15. dervna, bral pfi rozhodovdm v uvahu.

Dalsi existence Svobodn6 Evropy nem" jen financm' Si administrativm z^lezitosti. 
Je to pfedevsim velmi dulezity signal nove americke administrativy pro zem6 stfedm 
a vychodm' Evropy potvrzujici zdjem USA o trvalou politickou pfitomnost a vliv v teto 
casti kontinentu. Signal, jehoz skutecny vyznam je tim vetlf, am ndro(5nejsi se stava 
pfechod postkomunisiickych zemf k trzm' ekonomice a ke stabilm'mu demokratickemu 
politickemu systemu. #

Pfijm6te,prosim, jeltS jednou m6 podSkov^m' za rozhodnuti o Svobodnd Evropy
1 s tfm, ze pro Ceskou republiku by bylo uvazovane ukonCem deskdho a slovenskeho 
vysfldm velkou ztratou. Zdroveii si Vdm dovoluji popfdt trpdlivost a odvahu pfi 
naplhov^m zam^ru Vali administrativy jak ve vnitfni, tak i v zahranidnf politico.

S uctou

Prezident Spojenych st^tu americkych
Bfly dum
Washington



Translation

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Prague, August 20, 1993

Dear Mr. President,

I have been very pleased to learn of your recent decision 
that Radio Free Europe, an important instrument of American 
foreign policy, should remain in existence in future.

I have greatly appreciated the attention you paid to my 
comments on the subject, and I have been gratified to see that, 
as was made clear in your statement of June 15, you took my views 
into consideration when deciding on the matter.

Continued existence of Radio Free Europe is more than just 
a financial or administrative operation. It is first and foremost 
a strong signal from the new U. S. Administration to the 
countries of central and eastern Europe, confirming the interest 
of the United States in maintaining its political presence and 
influence in this part of the European continent. This kind of 
signal takes on added significance in the light of the magnitude 
of the challenges faced by the post-Communist countries in the 
process of transition to a market economy and stable democratic 
political systems.

Let me therefore express to you my gratitude for your 
decision on Radio Free Europe, and at the same time point out 
that it would be a great loss to the Czech Republic if the Czech 
and Slovak broadcast were to be discontinued. You have my best 
wishes as you work with patience and spirit for the fulfillment 
of the objectives of your Administration in both domestic and 
foreign policy.

Sincerely yours.

(signed) V^iclav Havel

The President of 
the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D. C.



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 20. srpna 1993

V^eny pane prezidente.

s mimoMdn^ potesenim jsem pfijal zpravu o VaSem neddvnem rozhodnuti 
zachovat rozhlasovou stanici Radio Svobodnd Evropa, jeden z dulezitych ndstroju 
americke zahrani^nf politiky, i do budoucnosti.

Vdzim si toho, ze jste pfihledl k memu stanovisku na toto tema a ze jste je , jak
0 tom svedci Va§e prohlaSem' ze dne 15. cervna, bral pfi rozhodovdm v uvahu.

DalSi existence Svobodne Evropy nem' jen financm di administrativm' zalezitosti. 
Je to pfedevsim velmi-dulezity signal nove americke administrativy pro zem6 stfedm' 
a vychodm Evropy potvrzujfci zdjem USA o trvaloii politickou pritomnost a vliv v teto 
casti kontinentu. Signal, jehoz skutecny vyznam je tim v6t§i, cim narocnej§i se stava 
pfechod postkomunistickych zemi k trzm" ekonomice a ke stabilm'mu demokratickemu 
politickemu systemu.

PfijmSte, prosim, jestS jednou me podSkovdm' za rozhodnuti o Svobodne Evrop6
1 s tim, ze pro Ceskou republiku by bylo uvazovane ukondem' deskeho a slovenskeho 
vysilani velkou ztratou. Zarovefi si Vam dovoluji popfdt trpSlivost a odvahu pfi 
naplnovdm' zamSru VaSi administrativy jak ve vnitfni, tak i v zahranidni politico.

S uctou

Prezident Spojenych stdtu americkych
Bfly dum
Washington
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s/s 9325852
United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520

November 9, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR;

SUBJECT:

Mr. William Itoh 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton 
from Czech President Vaclav Havel 
which is transmitted for your information.

This correspondence was received in the Information Resources 
Management Section of the Executive Secretariat on November 9, 1993, 
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

. ■■

;/S-TRM/RM^Chief, S/S-IRM/RMD^
Information Resources Management Section 

Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 

647-2991



Unofficial translation

Prague,October 26,1993

Dear Mr. President,

R$ I haue learned, you intend to briefly uisit Central Europe during 
your January trip to Europe. I surely do not haue to stress horn 
pleased the citizens of the Czech Republic and I personally would be if 
you could include Prague in your itinerary. It would be a big euent for 
us all - encouraging and of great political importance not Just for the 
fact that you are the President of a country to which we are bound by 
a deep and traditional relationship which we discussed during our last 
meeting, but also for the fact that you enjoy popularity here as a 
young and dynamic politician who is determined to change the world 
for the better. Perhaps you would find the time for a brief walk 
through Prague which you uisited some years ago. Vou would 
personally witness the changes which our country is undergoing. If 
you would like, you could shortly meet with the large Rmerican 
community of mostly young people now liuing in Prague. lOe could 
conduct our talks in the friendly enuironment prouided to you and 
your delegation at the Prague Castle - a remarkable monument of the 
thousand-year history of the Czech lands. Vour Uice President 
recently uisited Poland and the Secretary of State uisited Hungary 
which, I belieue, makes Prague an obuious candidate for your uisit.

I am conuinced that your uisit of Prague would become a further 
significant confirmation of Rmerican interest in Central Europe at the 
time of its reuolutionary transformation.

I firmly belieue that you will accept my heartfelt inuitation and I am 
looking forward to meeting you.

lOith warm regards.

Sincerely,

Uaclau Hauel



9325852

The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 
the Department of State of the United States of America and has 
the honor to transmit herewith a letter which the President of the 
Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to the President of the 
United States William J. Clinton with the request that the letter 
be forwarded to the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 
opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 
its highest consideration.

Department of State 
Office of Protocol 
Washington, D.C.

No: 5413/93

November 3, 1993



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 26. njna 1993

Vazeny pane prezidente,

dozvidam se, ze v rdmci sve lednove cesty do Evropy mate v umyslu nakratko 
zavitat i do stfedni Evropy. Nemusim zajiste zduraznovat, jakou byste ob^anum Ceske 
republiky a mne osobne udSlal radost, kdybyste za misto sve navstevy zvolil Prahu. Byla 
by to pro nas vsechny velk^ udalost, povzbuzujici a politicky dulezita, nejen proto, ze jste 
prezidentem zeme, k niz nas vazou hluboke a tradicni vztahy, o nichz jsem s Vami 
hovofil pfi nasem setkani, ale i proto, ze se zde tesite velkym sympatiim jako mlady 
dynamicky politik, ktery si pfedsevzal menit svet k lepsimu. Mozna byste si nasel cas pro 
krdtkou prochazku Prahou, v m"z jste kdysi byl. Na vlastni oci byste uvidel zmeny, jimiz 
nase zem€ prochazf. Pokud byste mel zajem, mohl byste se krdtce setkat i s velkou 
komunitou Americanu, hlavne mladych lidi, kten ziji v Praze. Na Prazskem hrade, teto 
skvele pamatce tisfcilete historie ceskych zenu, bychom mohli vest jednani a pfipravili 
bychom pro Vas a Vasi delegaci skute^ne pfdtelske prostfedi. Polsko nedavno navstivil 
Vds viceprezident a Mad’arsko Va§ ministr zahranici, coz cini podle meho nazoru Prahu 
vdznym kandidatem Va§i ndvstdvy.

Jsem pfesvedcen, ze Vak navsteva v Praze by byla dalsim dulezitym potvrzenim 
americkeho zajmu o stfedni Evropu v Case jejich pfevratnych zmen.

Pevne vefmi, ze memu opravdu upnmnemu pozvdni vyhovite a tesi'm se na 
shledani s Vami.

Srdecne Vas

Prezident Spojenych statu americkych
Bily dum
Washington

D hotocopy Mi sc. Handwriting
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Classification

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSMITTAL FORM
.q/S 9325852

Da^P January 4, 1994

FOR: Mr. WHliam Itoh
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

REFERENCE:

To:

From:

Date:

Subj:

PresidPTii" Pi ■iri'l'nn

PTieeh President

Del-ri'hpr

Tn\r 1 p1 nn -Hn PrpgH Hon4- PI j 'to Visit: Prague

niTrintj hiQ Tr-ip t-e ’PiiT'-npo -j-p iTanuary 199il

WH Referral Dated: November 9, 1QQ? 
NSCS ID# (if any): ____________________

The attached item was sent directly to the Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

____ A draft reply is attached.

____ A draft reply will be forwarded.

____ A translation is attached.

____ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

yyy We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below.

____ The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel.

____ Other (see remarks).

REMARKS: President Clinton will be. visiting Prague on January 
11-12. The Czech Government has been appropriately 
notified both by our Embassy in Prague and by the NSC, 
No further correspondence is needed.

Jirector 
Secretariat Staff



9325852

The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 
the Department of State of the United States of America and has 
the honor to transmit herewith a letter which the President of the 
Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to the President of the 
United States William J. Clinton with the request that the letter 
be forwarded to the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 
opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 
its highest consideration.

Department of State 
Office of Protocol 
Washington, D.C.

No: 5413/93

November 3, 1993



Unofficial translation

Prague, October 26, 1993

Dear Mr. President,

fls I haue learned, you intend to briefly uisit Central Europe during 
your January trip to Europe. I surely do not haue to stress hoiu 
pleased the citizens of the Czech Republic and I personally would be if 
you could include Prague in your itinerary. It would be a big euent for 
us all - encouraging and of great political importance not Just for the 
fact that you are the President of a country to which we are bound by 
a deep and traditional relationship which we discussed during our last 
meeting, but also for the fact that you enjoy popularity here as a 
young and dynamic politician who is determined to change the world 
for the better. Perhaps you would find the time for a brief walk 

through Prague which you uisited some years ago. Vou would 
personally witness the changes which our country is undergoing. If 
you would like, you could shortly meet with the large American 

community of mostly young people now liuing in Prague. UJe could 
conduct our talks in the friendly enuironment prouided to you and 
your delegation at the Prague Castle - a remarkable monument of the 
thousand-year history of the Czech lands. Vour Dice President 
recently uisited Poland and the Secretary of State uisited Hungary 
which, I beiieue, makes Prague an obuious candidate for your uisit.

I am conuinced that your uisit of Prague would become a further 

significant confirmation of Rmerican interest in Central Europe at the 
time of its reuolutionary transformation.

I firmly beiieue that you will accept my heartfelt inuitation and I am 

looking forward to meeting you.

Ulith warm regards.

Sincerely,

Uaclau Hauel



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 26. Hjna 1993

Vdzeny pane prezidente,

dozviddm se, ie v rdmci sv6 lednov6 cesty do Evropy mdte v umyslu nakrdtko 
zavftat i do stfedm Evropy. Nemusim zajist6 zdurazftovat, jakou byste ob&inum C)esk6 
republiky a mnS osobnfi ud^lal radost, kdybyste za mfsto sv€ ndv§t6vy zvolil Prahu. Byla 
by to pro nls vgechny velk6 ud^lost, povzbuzujid a politicky dulezit^, nejen proto, ze jste 
prezidentem zemS, k mz v^ou hlubok6 a tradiSm vztahy, o nichz jsem s Vdmi 
hovofil pfi na§em setk^ni, ale i proto, ze se zde t6§ite velk^ sympatiim jako mlady 
dynamicky politik, ktery si pfedsevzal m6nit sv6t k lepSimu. Moznd byste si nasel das pro 
kr^tkou proch^ku Prahou, v mz jste kdysi byl. Na vlastni odi byste uviddl zmdny, jimiz 
naSe zemd prochdzi. Pokud byste mdl zdjem, mohl byste se krdtce setkat i s velkou 
komunitou Ameridanu, hlavnd mladych lidi, kten zijf v Praze. Na Prazskdm hradd, tdto 
skvdld pam^tce tisiciletd historie deskych zemi, bychom mohli vdst jedndm a pfipravili 
bychom pro V^is a Va§i delegaci skutednd pf^telskd prostfedi. Polsko neddvno navgtivil 

viceprezident a Macfarsko ministr zahranidi, coi dim podle mdho ndzoru Prahu 
vdznym kandiddtem Va§i ndvStdvy.

Jsem pfesvddden, ze Va§e ndvStdva v Praze by byla dalsim dulezi^ym potvrzenim 

americkdho zajmu o stfedni Evropu v dase jejich pfevratnych zmdn.

Pevne vefim, ze memu opravdu upnmnemu pozvdni vyhovite a tdsim se na 
shledani s Vami.

Srdednd Va§

Prezident Spojenych stdtu americkych
Bfly dum
Washington
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

s/s 9329537

Dalip January 7, 1994

FOR; Mr. William Itoh
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

REFERENCE:

To:

From;

Date:

Subj:

President Clinton

Czech President Havel

December 8, 1993

Regional Meeting of East European Heads of State

on Partnership in Peace

WH Referral Dated: December 30. 1993 
NSCSID# (ifany): 

The attached item was sent directly to the Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

____ A draft reply is attached.

____ A draft reply will be forwarded.

____ A translation is attached.

____ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

XXX We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below.

____ The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel.

____ Other (see remarks). ■

REMARKS: The meeting in Prague is being coordinated by officials
in our Embassy in Prague and Czech officials. There is no need 
of additional correspondence on this subject.

)ir^tor\ 
^Secretariat
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Classificationdeclassified E.O. 13526

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
3,SECRETARIAT

TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S. 9328409

Datp January 7, 1994

FOR: Mr. William Itoh
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

REFERENCE:

To;

From:

Date:

Subj:

President Clinton

Czech President Havel

December 8, 1994

Regional Meeting in Prague for Partnership for 

Peace

WH Referral Dated: December 9, 1993 
NSCSID# (ifany): ____________________

The attached item was sent directly to the Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

____ A draft reply is attached.

____ A draft reply will be forwarded.

____ A translation is attached.

____ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

XXX We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below.

____ The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel.

____ Other (see remarks).

REMARKS: The meeting in Prague was coordinated by officials in 
our Embassy in Prague and the Czech government. No further 

caction from here is required.

Director 
Secretariat Staff



9328409
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520

December 9, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR;

SUBJECT:

Mr. William Itoh 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton 
from Czech President. Vaclav Havel 
which is transmitted for your information.

This correspondence was received in the Information Resources 
Management Section of the Executive Secretariat on December 9, 1993, 
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

Chief, S/S-IRM/R^
Information Resources Management Section 

Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 

647-2991



s/s 9329537

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

December 30, 1993 'A-

MEMORANDUM FOR:

SUBJECT:

Mr. William Itoh 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence

Enclosed is t;he original of a letter to President Clinton from Czech President Vaclav Havel
which is transmitted for your information.

This correspondence was received in the Information Resources Management Section of the Executive Secretariat on December 30, 1993 
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

Chief, S/S-IRM/RMD
Information Resources Management Section 

Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 

647-2991

■



The Czech Rmbassador 
3900 Spring of Freedom St., N.Ut. 

Washington, D.C. 20008

The President of the United States 

The White House

December 8, 1993

Dear Mr. President,

Enclosed please find a letter from the President of the Czech 

Republic Vdclav Havel addressed to you which was delivered to me 

by fax today.

Please let me use this opportunity to express the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Zantovsky
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The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the honor to transmit herewith a letter which the President of the 

Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to the President of the 

United States William J. Clinton with the request that the letter 

be forwarded to the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 
its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 
Washington, D.C.

No: 5758/93

December 15, 1993



Translation

THE PRESIDENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC

December 8, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

I would like to let you know how very pleased I am that you have accepted my 
invitation to visit the Czech Republic.

It will be a pleasure to have you here, and to host the meeting with leaders of four 
Central European countries. Today, I sent the Presidents of Hungary, Poland and Slovakia 
invitations in the name of the Czech Republic to join us for this gathering.

I would like to suggest that the Foreign Ministers also be invited.

I am confident that all the details of your trip will be arranged to your satisfaction. I 
look forward to seeing you again and to welcoming you back to our country. I hope you will 
have time to see some of Prague. I think you will find it has retained its centuries-old spirit 
while flowering anew - and the beer is as good as ever.

With warmest greetings, I am

Sincerely yours.

Vaclav Havel

The President of the United States of America
The White House
Washington



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 8. prosince 1993

Vazeny pane prezidente,

jsem nesmirne rad, ze jste pfijal me pozvam k navsteve Ceske republiky.

Bude mi potesem'm pfivitat Vas v Praze a byt hostitelem Vasi schuzky s nejvySsimi 
pfedstaviteli ctyf stfedoevropskych zemi. Ones jsem jmenem Ceske republiky zaslal 
prezidentum Mad’arska, Polska a Slovenska pozvam k tomuto setkani.

zemi.
Donmivam se, ze by bylo dobre pozvat take ministry zahranicnich veci techto

Venm, ze vsechny podrobnosti Vaseho programu budou sjednany a pfipraveny k 
Vasi pine spokojenosti. Tesim se na nove setkani s Vami pfi Vasi opetovne ndvsteve nasi 
zeme. Doufam, ze najdete take trochu casu na prochazku Prahou, ktera si, jak snad sam 
zjistite, uchovala svuj starobyly raz, i kdyz nove rozkvetla a kde je stale stejne pfijemne 
posedet u sklenice dobreho piva.

Se srdecnym pozdravem

Prezident Spojenych statu americkych
Bily dum
Washington

notocopy Mi sc. Handwriting
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Translating Division

LS No. 145016 
JS
Czech

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your letter regarding the situation in Haiti.

I assure you that the Czech Republic unequivocally supports 

democracy and protection of human rights throughout the world, 

and thus endorses the restoration of democracy in Haiti. If all 

possibilities of a peaceful agreement with the present Haitian 

regime on the restoration of democracy are exhausted, the Czech 

Republic is prepared to support—as a permanent member of the 

UN Security Council—a Council resolution authorizing the 

international community to restore democracy in Haiti by all 

necessary means.
Should this decision be reached, our republic will 

naturally be interested in all the specifics of such an action, 

e.g., the makeup of the international force that would 

intervene, the scope of its mandate, the length of its stay in 

Haiti, the expenditures for this operation, etc.



- 2 -

The Czech Republic is determined to collaborate on this 

issue closely—as in other international matters—with the 

other members of the UN Security Council and with the 

interested states in this region. Its invariable goal is the 

safeguarding of justice, democracy, human rights, and the rule 

of law throughout the world.

Sincerely yours, 
[s] Vaclav Havel

July 26, 1994
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Prezident
republiky

Vazeny pane prezidente,

dekuji Vam za dopis tykajici se situace na Haiti.

Ujist’uji Vas o tom, ze Ceska republika stoji jednoznacne na strane 

demokracie a ochrany lidskych prav vsude na svete, a ze tudiz 

podporuje i obnovu demokracie na Haiti. Budou-li vycerpany vsechny 

moznosti pokojneho dorozumeni se soucasnym haitskym rezimem o 

obnove demokracie, je Ceska republika pfipravena podpofit - jako 

nestaly clen Rady bezpecnosti OSN - i takovou rezoluci Rady, ktera 

zpinomocni mezinarodni spolecenstvi obnovit na Haiti demokracii 
vsemi nezbytnymi prostredky.

Kdyby melo k takovemu reseni dojit, bude se nase republika 

zajimat pochopitelne i o vsechny konkretni nalezitosti takove akce, jako 

je napriklad skladba mezinarodnich sil, ktere by mely zasahnout, 
rozsah jejich mandatu, doba jejich setrvani na Haiti, financni naklady 

teto operace atd.

Ceska republika je rozhodnuta spolupracovat v teto veci tesne - 
podobne jako v jinych mezinarodnich otazkach - s ostatnimi cleny Rady 

bezpecnosti OSN i se zainteresovanymi staty daneho regionu. Jejim 

nezpochybnitelnym cilem je obhajoba spravedlnosti, demokracie, 
lidskych prav a vlady prava vsude na svete.

Srdecne Vas

\rcujia^
26. cervence 1994

Photocopy Mi sc. Handwriting
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DEPAR-rtiEr# OF STATE 

EXECljrtlVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

fi/S 9418302

Date August 16, 1994

FOR: Mr. William Itoh
Executive Secretary v
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

REFERENCE:

To:

From:

Date:

Subj:

President Vvilliam Clinton

President Vaclav Havel, President Czech Republic 

July 26, 1994

Cooperation with UN

WH Referral Dated:_ 
NSCSID#(ifany): _

The attached item was sent directly to the Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

____ A draft reply is attached.

____ A draft reply will be forwarded.

____ A translation is attached.

____ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

X We believe no response is necessary for the reason dted below.

____ The Department of State has no objection to the proposed bravel.

___ Other (see remarks).
REMARKS:
The Czech desk officer concurs that a response to a response is 
not necessary, particularly since the U.N. vote on the resolution 
has already occurred.

Classification
Decl: OADR

Director 
Seaetariat StJr



6 ■;

i /I / /

;r-. ' ■■■'^■'OOf/

uS n .-,' ■ V



HU w w H Mr rv~rw b wn ■ ir# if

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Translating Division

LS No. 145016 
JS
Czech

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your letter regarding the situation in Haiti.

I assure you that the Czech Republic unequivocally supports 

democracy and protection of human rights throughout the world, 

and thus endorses the restoration of democracy in Haiti. If all 

possibilities of a peaceful agreement with the present Haitian 

regime on the restoration of democracy are exhausted, the Czech 

Republic is prepared to support—as a permanent member of the 

UN Security Council—a Council resolution authorizing the 

international community to restore democracy in Haiti by all 

necessary means.

Should this decision be reached, our republic will 

naturally be interested in all the specifics of such an action, 

e.g., the makeup of the international force that would 

intervene, the scope of its mandate, the length of its stay in 

Haiti, the expenditures for this operation, etc.



- 2 -

The Czech Republic is determined to collaborate on this 

issue closely—as in other international matters--with the 

other members of the UN Security Council and with the 

interested states in this region. Its invariable goal is the 

safeguarding of justice, democracy, human rights, and the rule 

of law throughout the world.

Sincerely yours, 
[s] Vaclav Havel

July 26, 1994



Prezident
republiky

Vazeny pane prezidente,

dekuji Vam za dopis tykajici se situace na Haiti.

Ujistuji Vas o tom, ze Ceska republika stoji jednoznacne na strane 

demokracie a ochrany lidskych prav vsude na svete, a ze tudiz 

podporuje i obnovu demokracie na Haiti. Budou-li vycerpany vsechny 

moznosti pokojneho dorozumeni se soucasnym haitskym rezimem o 
obnove demokracie, je Ceska republika pfipravena podpofit - jako 

nestaly clen Rady bezpecnosti OSN - i takovou rezoluci Rady, ktera 

zpinomocni mezinarodni spolecenstvi obnovit na Haiti demokracii 
vsemi nezbytnymi prostredky.

Kdyby melo k takovemu reseni dojit, bude se nase republika 

zajimat pochopitelne i o vsechny konkretni nalezitosti takove akce, jako 

je napfiklad skladba mezinarodmch sil, ktere by mely zasahnout, 
rozsah jejich mandatu, doba jejich setrvani na Haiti, financni naklady 

teto operace atd.

Ceska republika je rozhodnuta spolupracovat v teto veci tesne - 
podobnS jako V jinych mezinarodmch ot^zk^ch - s ostatnimi Cleny Rady 

bezpecnosti OSN i se zainteresovanymi st% daneho regionu. Jejim 

nezpochybnitelnym cflem je obhajoba spravedinosti, demokracie, 
lidskych prav a vl^dy prava vsude na svete.

Srdecne Vas

26. cervence 1994
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IMMEDIATE -eeNTOENTIAL
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PAGE 01 OF 02, KSH
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<PREC> IMMEDIATE <CLAS> C-QNF-I-DENTIAL <DTG>' 271513Z JUL 94

FM AMEMBASSY LJUBLJANA

TO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1476 
INFO RUCNDT/USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 0162 ' 
GUEHPG/AME^fflASSY PRAGUE IMMEDIATE 0072 
-e 0 N F^- D E N T I A L LJUBLJANA 00104.0
DEPARTMENT FOR EUR/EE - M. NORMAN AND CZECH DESK OFFICER 
E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, UN, HA, EZ, US
SUBJECT: ' LETTER FOR PRESIDENT CLINTON FROM CZECH' 

PRESIDENT HAVEL
1. -CONFIBEirai-A-L - ENTIRE TEXT.
2. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED'A LETTER FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM 
CZECH PRESIDENT VACLAV HAVEL CONCERNING HAITI. HAVEL IS 
CURRENTLY ON VACATION ON THE SLOVENE COAST. THE LETTER 
IS A RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT'S CLINTON'S LETTER TO HAVEL 
CONCERNING HAITI. THE FOLLOWING IS AN UNOFFICIAL 
TRANSLATION OF.THE LETTER DONE BY THE CZECH AMBASSADOR 
HERE:
BEGIN TEXT:
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,
THE CZECH REPUBLIC STANDS ON THE SIDE OF DEMOCFACY, AND 
THE SAFETY OF HUMAN RIGHTS EVERYWHERE AND SO THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC SUPPORTS A,RENEWAL OF DEMOCRACY IN HAITI.' IF - 
ALL PEACEFUL POSSIBILITIES ARE EXHAUSTED FOR BRINGING 
ABOUT,AN UNDERSTANDING ON THE RENEWAL OF DEMOCRACY, THE 
CZECH REPUBLIC IS PREPARED TO SUPPORT, AS A MEMBER OF 
THE .SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS, EVEN A 
RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL WHICH WOULD GIVE' A MANDATE TO. 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO RESTORE HAITIAN DEMOCRACY 
BY "ALL NECESSARY MEANS." IF SUCH MEASURES ARE USED,
OUR REPUBLIC WILL CERTAINLY BE INTERESTED IN ALL THE 
ACTUAL ..PARTICULARS OF SUCH AN ACTION. FOR INSTANCE, WHO 
WOULD BE IN THE INTERNATIONAL FORCES WHICH WOULD ACT,
WHAT WOULD BE THE RANGE OF THE MANDATE, WHAT WOULD BE 
THE DURATION OF, THEIR BEING .IN HAITI, AND WHAT WOULD BE , 
THE FINANCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF THIS OPERATION. THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC HAS DECIDED TO COOPERATE CLOSELY IN THIS, AS IN 
OTHER INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, WITH THE OTHER SECURITY ' 
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND WITH OTHER STATES WITH INTERESTS IN 
THIS REGION. THE UNDOUBTED AIM IS A DEFENSE OF JUSTICE,

U

/
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IMMEDIATE -CONFIDENTIA-t

WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

PAGE 02 OF 02-

DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE RULE OF LAW ALL OVER 
THE WORLD.
SINCERELY, '
VACLAV HAVEL ,
JULY 26, 1994 
END TEXT.
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Washington, July 28, 1994

Amb. Richard Shifter 
National Security Council 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Ambassador,

It is an honor for me to transmit herewith a copy of the letter which the 
President of the Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to the President 
of the United States William J. Clinton with the request that the letter be 
forwarded to the addressee. According to President Havel's wish the original 
of this letter was delivered to the Ambassador of the United States to Slovenia 
in Ljubljana the morning of July 27, 1994.

Yours sincerely.

Petr VANCURA 
Deputy Chief of Mission

: (202) J&3-&3/S 
f202j 966-8500



The Honorable 
William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your letter concerning the situation in Haiti. May I assure you that the Czech 
Republic stands unambiguously on the side of democracy and the defense of human rights 
everywhere in the world and therefore also supports a restoration of democracy in Haiti. 
Should all efforts to reach a peaceful settlement with the current Haitian regime and to 
restore democracy fail, the Czech Republic stands ready, as a non-permanent member of 
the U.N. Security Council to support even such a Council resolution that would authorize 
the international community to restore democracy in Haiti by all necessary means.

Should such a solution be pending, our country would, of course, also be interested in all 
the details of such a mission, including the composition of the international forces that 
would carry out the task, the extent of their mandate, the duration of their stay in Haiti, the 
financial aspects of such an operation, and so forth.

The Czech Republic is resolved to closely cooperate on this issue - as on other 
international issues - with other members of the U.N. Security Council, as well as with 
countries of the region in question. It is an indisputable aim of our country to defend 
justice, democracy, civil rights and the supremacy of law all over the world.

Sincerely Yours,

Vaclav Havel
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

May 1, 1995

Dear Mr. President:

Please accept my greetings to you and to the Czech people as we 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Liberation of Western 
Bohemia by the Armed Forces of the United States. I am pleased 
that Ambassador Albright can represent me and the American people 
on this occasion.

Fifty years ago, American soldiers helped destroy the.terrible 
barbarism of Nazism that had engulfed Europe. Yet, liberation 
was incomplete. Another totalitarian system descended upon 
Europe, dividing the continent and tearing the nations of Central 
Europe from the democratic community to which they belonged.

These dictators expunged America's contribution to the liberation 
of Bohemia from their official histories. But the people of both 
our countries remembered the truth and cherished that memory, 
just as our peoples cherished the values of democracy, tolerance 
and freedom for which we struggled.

Now we have the opportunity to' continue the effort begun fifty 
years ago, to build a united Europe secure, free and increasingly 
prosperous. We are here to acknowledge the efforts of our people 
and our soldiers fifty years ago and to commemorate the 
unquenchable Czech yearning for freedom, a yearning that achieved 
its triumph in 1989. Let us celebrate the values for which both 
our peoples fought, and let us dedicate ourselves to complete the 
work so nobly begun.

Sincerely,

His Excellency Vaclav Havel 
President of the Czech Republic 
Prague

t."



3173
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

April 27, 1995

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

FROM: DANIEL FRIED*

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Czech President Havel

Attached at Tab I is a Memorandum to the President recommending a 
letter to Czech President Havel on the occasion of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Liberation of Western Bohemia by U.S. forces. 
Madeleine Albright is leading a Presidentia<Delegation to the 
commemoration and has requested a Presidential letter for her to 
deliver. The commemoration will take place May 5-6; Ambassador 
Albright departs Washington on April 30.

Concurrence by: 

RECOMMENDATION

Joe Sestak jifj-

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President

Tab A POTUS Letter to Czech President Havel
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ACTION

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON 
April 28, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SSAPSii p7: 05

ANTHONY

Letter to Czech President Havel

Purpose

To convey greetings to President Havel and the Czech people on 
the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Liberation of Western 
Bohemia by U.S. forces.

Background

On May 5-6, Madeleine Albright will lead a Presidential 
Delegation to Pilzen, the Czech Republic, to mark the 50th 
Anniversary of Western Bohemia's liberation by U.S. forces. This 
was the only significant portion of Central and Eastern Europe to 
have been liberated by U.S. forces; the Czechoslovak communist 
regime sought to expunge the memory of that liberation and banned 
its commemoration. In spite (or because) of this, the liberation 
of Western Bohemia became and remains extremely popular in the 
Czech Republic.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to President Havel attached at Tab A.

Attachment
Tab A Letter to President Havel

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff
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2. 20008

The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the honor to transmit herewith letters that the President of the 

Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to the President of the 

United States William J. Clinton and to Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 

with the request that the letters be forwarded to the addressees.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 
its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 

Washington, D.C.

No: 3725-95 

July 12, 1995

f202j 363-63^5 
(202) 966-8540



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 22.cervna 1995

Vazena pani Clintonova,

byl jsem velmi pocten tim, ze jsem mel moznost se s Vami blize seznamit u 
pnlezitosti velmi pfijemne vecefe v rezidenci Madeleine Albrightove.

Vysoce si cenim Vaseho osobniho prinosu do rozhovoru, ktery jsme vedli s 
Vasim muzem. Jste velmi moudra zena a ja jsem presvedcen o tom, ze jste mu 
nenahraditelnou oporou v jeho kazdodennim prezidentskem rozhodovani.

Dovolte mi, abych zopakoval me pozvani k Vasi osobni navsteve Ceske 
republiky. Ja i moje zena Olga se velmi tesime, ze budeme Vasimi hostiteli a ze Vam 
budeme moci podle Vaseho pfani pfedstavit krasy Prahy i nekterych dalsich mist nasi 
zeme.

Pfeji Vam mnoho stesti a uspechu.

Vazena pani 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Bily dum 
Washington

D notocopy Mi sc andwr ng



Translation

Prague, June 22, 1995

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 
My dear Hillary,

It was an honor for me to have the opportunity to make your closer 
acquaintance over the very pleasant dinner which we had at Madeleine Albright’s 
house.

I greatly appreciated your contribution to the conversation we had with your 
husband. You are a very wise lady and, I am sure, an invaluable support to the 
President when he makes the decisions his office puts before him.

Let me take this opportunity to repeat my invitation for you to visit the Czech 
Republic. My wife Olga and I are looking forward to being your hosts and helping you 
see the beauties of Prague as well as other places of our country that you may wish 
to go to.

I wish you every success and happiness.

With warm regards.

(signed) Vaclav Havel

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.
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Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 22.cervna 1995

rad bych Vam i Vasi pan! upnmne podekoval za pfijemne chvile, ktere jsem 
s Vami mohl stravit 9. cervna na veceri v rezidenci Madeleine Albrightove.

Velmi si vazim naseho pfatelstvi, ktere nam umoznuje promlouvat naprosto 
otevrene o politickych otazkach, o nichz spolu hlavy statu vetsinou hovori jen se 
znacnou davkou stylizace a zdrzenlivosti. Rozhovor s Vami a s Hillary povazuji 
soukrome i jako hlava statu za nejvyznamnejsl bod sve nedavne navstevy Spojenych 
statu.

Jsem velmi rad, ze jsem mel moznost bllze poznat Vasi pani, a vysoce ocenuji 
jeji ucast v rozhovoru. Mate v nl skutecne moudreho poradce a ja i Olga se tesime 
na jeji navstevu nasi zeme.

Jeste jednou Vam dekuji, ze jste si ve svem narocnem prezidentskem 
programu udelal cas na nase setkani, a pfeji Vam mnoho soukromych i 
profesionalnich uspechu.

r

Prezident Spojenych statu americkych
Bily dum
Washington

D notocopy Misc. Handwriting



Translation

Prague, June 22, 1995

Mr. President, 
My dear friend,

I am writing to express to you and Mrs. Clinton my sincere gratitude for the 
pleasant time that I could spend with you over dinner at Madeleine Albright’s house 
on June 9.

It is of great value to me that we share a friendship which enables us to talk 
in the most open terms even about such political subjects which Heads of State 
mostly discuss in a rather roundabout way, or with considerable reserve. Both 
privately and as Head of State, I regard my conversation with you and Hillary as the 
most important event of my recent visit to the United States.

It was a great pleasure for me to have an opportunity to become more closely 
acquainted with your wife, and I very much appreciated her contribution to our 
discussion. You have in her a truly wise advisor, and Olga and I are looking fonward 
to welcoming her to our country.

Let me once again thank you for having found time for this meeting in your 
busy presidential schedule and please accept my best wishes for both the private and 
the professional sides of your life.

With warm regards.

(signed) Vaclav Havel

The President of 
the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

95JUL3I P3iE|

Prague, 6 July 1995

Dear Mr. President,

Like you, I am pleased to note, that Radio Free Europe / 
Liberty has recently been relocated to the Czech Republic. I 
perceive this step as an eloquent proof of the commitment of the 
United States to the strengthening of democracy in Eastern Europe 
and in the territory of the former Soviet Union as well as an 
expression of trust in the future of the Czech Republic.

In a letter addressed to you in early 1993, I stressed the 
importance of the role played by Radio Free Europe in our 
country. The programmes broadcast from its Prague studio in 
various languages continue to contribute significantly to the 
development of independent journalism, and consequently also of 
democracy, in the countries at which they are aimed.

In my view, according to my experience of a long-time 
correspondent of the Czech section of Radio Free Europe, the 
broadcasting station has maintained high standards and fostered 
the much-desired competition among broadcasting stations in a 
number of countries. One might say that despite the successes 
achieved on our way towards democracy, we still need Radio Free 
Europe.

I wish to thank you, dear Mr. President, for your personal 
contribution to the relocation of Radio Free Europe / Liberty to' 
Prague; you helped to create another link between our countries.

Yours sincerely.

(Vaclav Havfi^.1 1
"7/3 1/CT3

Tocic} •“

d

The Honorable 
Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington

(XtJCCcrTic ■> /



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 6. cervence 1995

Vazeny pane prezidente,

jsem stejne jako Vy potesen tim, ze se rozhiasova stanice Svobodna 
Evropa/Svoboda v minulych tydnech pfemistila do Ceske republiky. V tomto kroku 
spatruji vymiuvny doklad, ze Spojenym statum zalezi na posileni demokracie ve 
vychodni Evrope a na uzemi byvaleho Sovetskeho svazu, a zaroven projev jejich 
duvery v budoucnost Ceske republiky.

Pocatkem roku 1993 jsem Vam v dopise zduraznil, jak dulezitou roli zde dosud 
hraje vysilani Svobodne Evropy. Pofady vysilane nyni z prazskeho pracoviste 
Svobodne Evropy v ruznych jazycich i nadale vyznamne pfispivaji k rozvoji nezavisle 
zurnalistiky a tim i demokracie v zemich, kam vysilani smefuje.

Podle meho nazoru a podle me zkusenosti diouholeteho spolupracovnika 
ceskeho vysilani Svobodne Evropy je tato rozhiasova stanice na vysoke urovni a 
napomaha k vytvafeni zadouciho konkurencniho prostredi pro rozhiasove stanice v 
fade zemi. Mohu fici, ze pres uspechy, kterych jsme jiz dosahli na nasi ceste k 
demokracii, je vysilani Svobodne Evropy stale potfebne.

Dekuji Vam, vazeny pane prezidente, za Vas osobni pfinos k pfestehovani 
rozhiasove stanice Svobodna Evropa/Svoboda do Prahy; pomohl jste tak vytvofit dalsi 
spojovaci clanek mezi nasimi zememi.

Se srdecnym pozdravem

Prezident Spojenych statu americkych
Bily dum „ •Washington PhOtOCODy Ml SC . andwr ng
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Classification

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSMITTAL FORM
s/s 9524042

Date March. 28 , 1996

FOR: Mr. Andrew D. Sens
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House

REFERENCE:

To:

From:

Date:

Subj:

President Clinton

President Havel

November 10, 1995

President Havel's recent visit to the

United States.

WH Referral Dated: 
NSCSID#(ifany): .

The attached item was sent directly to the Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

____ A draft reply is attached.

____ A draft reply will be forwarded.

____ A translation is attached.

____ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

X We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below.

____ The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel.

____ Other (see remarks).

REMARKS: President Clinton has corresponded with President 
Havel since the date of this letter and already ^onvevec^ substance of answer to this letter. ^ ^

Executive Secretary

Classification



s/s 9524042
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520

Jamiary 18, 1996

Memorandum for:

Subject:

Mr. Andrew D. Sens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from

CZECH. PRESIDENT VACLAV HAVEL

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat pn January 18, 19 96 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Translating Division 

TRANSLATION

LSNo. 148934 
Czech
reference: S/S 9524042 
(courtesy)/TM

Prague, November 10, 1995

Dear Mr. President:

[handwritten:] dear friend,

I am very glad that we were able to continue our candid and 

friendly dialogue during my recent visit to the United States.

I am grateful to you for your in-person participation in the 

opening of the National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library in 

Cedar Rapids and for your words of appreciation for all the good 

fruit borne by several generations of my compatriots in the U.S.

I especially valued the chance to speak with you again, after we 

had called to mind this valuable aspect of the historical 

relations between our countries, about those relations, now and 

in the future, and especially about prospects for cooperation in 

the international arena to promote and defend the fundamental 

human values to which both our countries subscribe.

His Excellency,
The President of the

United States of America, 
The White House, 

Washington

tm\\c:\jobs\148934al.doc - 02-12-96 03:50 pm
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I was also very happy that I was able to be present with you 

and other world leaders at the commemoration marking the 50th 

anniversary of the founding of the United Nations. I followed 

with great interest the exchange of opinions on how to improve 

the quality and efficiency of this crucial global organization's 

operations. I intend to remain personally involved in this 

issue, since I believe that a reformed U.N. can be one of the 

most effective tools for creating a better and more just system 

of global coexistence.

I was also glad to see Hillary again [while] I was in New 

York. I shall take this opportunity to send her my heartfelt 

greetings as well; I am looking forward to her planned visit to 

our country.

I am likewise convinced that we will find a convenient 

framework in the future in which we can meet again as well.

Sincerely,

Vaclav Havel
President of the [Czech] Republic



3900 0^ y^eec&>m, 2^., .yV^

l^^aAiifi^i&yn,, 20008

The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the hpnor to transmit herewith a letter that the President of the 

Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to the President of the 

United States William J. Clinton with the request that the letter 

be forwarded to the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 

Washington, D.C.

No: 4635-95 

December 15, 1995

f^2J 363-03/3 
f202j 966-8340



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 10. listopadu 1995

V^zeny pane prezidente,

jsem velmi rad, zejsme v prubehu me nedavne navstevy ve Spojenych statech 
mohli pokracovat v nasem otevfenem a pf^telskem dialogu.

Jsem Vam vdeSen za to, ze jste se osobne zubastnil otevfeni Narodniho 
ceskeho a slovenskeho muzea a knihovny v Cedar Rapids, i za Vase slova, jimiz jste 
ocenil vsechny dobre plody pusobeni nekolika generaci mych krajanu v USA. Zviaste 
si vazim toho, ze pote, co jsme si pfipomn§li tento cenny prvek historie vztahu mezi 
nasimi zememi, jsme spolu mohli znovu hovofit i o jejich pfitomnosti a budoucnosti, 
zejmena o perspektivach nasi spolupr^ce na mezinarodnim poli pri prosazovani a 
obrane zakladnich lidskych hodnot, k nimz se obe nase zeme hlasi.

Byl jsem rovnez velmi pocten tim, ze jsem mohl byt spolecne s Vami i dalsimi 
pfednimi svetovymi statniky pfitomen na slavnostnim zasedani k 50. vyroci zalozeni 
Organizace spojenych narodu. S velkym zajmem jsem sledoval zejmena namety na 
zkvalitneni a zefektivneni prace teto kllcov6 celosvetove organizace. Osobne se i 
nadale hodlam v teto veci angazovat, protoze vefim, ze reformovana OSN se muze 
stat jednim z ucinnych nastroju tvorby lepsiho a spravedlivejsiho systemu svetoveho 
souziti.

Potesilo mne, ze jsem se v New Yorku opet setkal take s Hillary. I ji posilam 
touto cestou srdeCny pozdrav a t6sim se na jeji planovanou nav§tevu u nas.

Zaroveh jsem pfesvedSen, ze se v budoucnu nalezne vhodny ramec i pro nase 
opetovna setk^ni.

S upfimnym pozdravem

Prezident Spojenych st^tu americkych
Bily dum
Washington



Translation

Prague, November 10, 1995

Mr. President, 
Dear friend.

I was very glad indeed that we could continue our candid and 
friendly dialogue during my recent visit to the United States.

I am grateful to you for your coming to the inauguration of 
the National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library at Cedar Rapids 
and for your words appreciating all the good fruits produced by 
several generations of my fellow countrymen and countrywomen in 
the United States. After we thus remembered this valuable asset 
of the history of the relations between our countries, I found 
it-all the more gratifying that we could again talk about the 
presence and future of our relationship, especially about the 
prospects for our cooperation on the international scene in 
promoting and defending the fundamental human values to which 
Doth our nations pledge allegiance.

It was also a great honor for me to attend together with you 
and other distinguished world leaders the Special Commemorative 
Meeting marking the 50th anniversary of the United Nations. I 
have been taking a particular interest in the suggestions on how 
to make the work of this prominent world organization more 
productive and efficient. I intend to continue to address myself 
to this subject, believing that a reformed United Nations may 
become an effective tool for the building of a better and fairer 
system of global coexistence.

I was glad to see Hillary again while we were in New York. 
I send her my warm regards and I am looking forward to her 
planned visit to our country.



By the same token, I am convinced that we shall find 
proper frame for the two of us to meet again in the future.

Sincerely,

(signed) Vaclav Havel

The President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.
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Memorandum for:
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Mr. Andrew D. Sens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from

CZECH, PRESIDENT VACLAV HAVEL

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on JANUARY 18, 19 96 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. ,

^/Chief, S/S-RMD
Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053
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The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the honor to transmit herewith a letter that the President of the 

Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to the President of the 

United States William J. Clinton with the request that the letter 

be forwarded to the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 

Washington, D.C.

No: 4635-95 

December 15, 1995

: f202j 363^^3 
f202j 966-8340
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Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 10. listopadu 1995

Vazeny pane prezidente,

jsem velmi rad, ze jsme v prubehu me nedavne navstevy ve Spojenych statech 
mohli pokracovat v nasem otevrenem a pfatelskem dialogu.

Jsem Vam vdecen za to, ze jste se osobne zucastnil otevfeni Narodniho 
ceskeho a slovenskeho muzea a knihovny v Cedar Rapids, i za Vase slova, jimiz jste 
ocenil vsechny dobre plody pusobeni nekolika generaci mych krajanu v USA. Zviaste 
si vazim toho, ze pote, co jsme si pfipomneli tento cenny prvek historie vztahu mezi 
nasimi zememi, jsme spolu mohli znovu hovofit i o jejich pfitomnosti a budoucnosti, 
zejmena o perspektivach nasi spoluprace na mezinarodnim poli pfi prosazovani a 
obrane zakladnich lidskych hodnot, k nimz se obe nase zeme hlasi.

Byl jsem rovnez velmi pocten tim, ze jsem mohl byt spolecne s Vami i dalsimi 
pfednimi svetovymi statniky pfitomen na slavnostnim zasedani k 50. vyroci zalozeni 
Organizace spojenych narodu. S velkym zajmem jsem sledoval zejmena namety na 
zkvalitneni a zefektivneni prace teto klicove celosvetove organizace. Osobne se i 
nadale hodlam v teto veci angazovat, protoze vefim, ze reformovana OSN se muze 
stat jednim z ucinnych nastroju tvorby lepsiho a spravedlivejsiho systemu svetoveho 
souziti.

Potesilo mne, ze jsem se v New Yorku opet setkal take s Hillary. I ji posilam 
touto cestou srdecny pozdrav a tesim se na jeji planovanou navstevu u nas.

Zaroveh jsem pfesvedcen, ze se v budoucnu nalezne vhodny ramec i pro nase 
opetovna setkani.

S upfimnym pozdravem

Prezident Spojenych statu americkych
Bily dum
Washington



Translation

Prague, November 10, 1995

Mr. President, 
Dear friend.

I was very glad indeed that we could continue our candid and 
friendly dialogue during my recent visit to the United States.

I am grateful to you for your coming to the inauguration of 
the National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library at Cedar Rapids 
and for your words appreciating all the good fruits produced by 
several generations of my fellow countrymen and countrywomen in 
the United States. After we thus remembered this valuable asset 
of the history of the relations between our countries, I found 
it-all the more gratifying that we could again talk about the 
presence and future of our relationship, especially about the 
prospects for our cooperation on the international scene in 
Dromoting and defending the fundamental human values to which 
Doth our nations pledge allegiance.

It was also a great honor for me to attend together with you 
and other distinguished world leaders the Special Commemorative 
Meeting marking the 50th anniversary of the United Nations. I 
have been taking a particular interest in the suggestions on how 
to make the work of this prominent world organization more 
productive and efficient. I intend to continue to address myself 
to this subject, believing that a reformed United Nations may 
become an effective tool for the building of a better and fairer 
system of global coexistence.

I was glad to see Hillary again while we were in New York. 
I send her my warm regards and I am looking forward to her 
planned visit to our country.



By the same token, I am convinced that we shall find a 
proper frame for the two of us to meet again in the future.

Sincerely.

(signed) Vaclav Havel

The President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 10. listopadu 1995

Vazeny pane prezidente,

jsem velmi rad, ze jsme v prubehu me nedavne navstevy ve Spojenych statech 
mohli pokracovat v nasem otevfenem a pfatelskem dialogu.

Jsem Vam vdecen za to, ze jste se osobne zucastnil otevfeni Narodniho 
ceskeho a slovenskeho muzea a knihovny v Cedar Rapids, i za Vase slova, jimiz jste 
ocenil vsechny dobre plody pusobeni nekolika generaci mych krajanu v USA. Zviaste 
si vazim toho, ze pote, co jsme si pfipomneli tento cenny prvek historie vztahu mezi 
nasimi zememi, jsme spolu mohli znovu hovofit i o jejich pfitomnosti a budoucnosti, 
zejmena o perspektivach nasi spoluprace na mezinarodnim poli pfi prosazovani a 
obrane zakladnich lidskych hodnot, k nimz se obe nase zeme hlasi.

Byl jsem rovnez velmi pocten tim, ze jsem mohl byt spolecne s Vami i dalsimi 
pfednimi svetovymi statniky pfitomen na slavnostnim zasedani k 50. vyroci zalozeni 
Organizace spojenych narodu. S velkym zajmem jsem sledoval zejmena namety na 
zkvalitneni a zefektivneni prace teto klicove celosvetove organizace. Osobne se i 
nadale hodlam v teto veci angazovat, protoze vefim, ze reformovana OSN se muze 
stat jednim z ucinnych nastroju tvorby lepsiho a spravedlivejsiho systemu svetoveho 
souziti.

Potesilo mne, ze jsem se v New Yorku opet setkal take s Hillary. I jl posilam 
touto cestou srdecny pozdrav a tesim se na jeji planovanou navstevu u nas.

Zaroveh jsem presvedcen, ze se v budoucnu nalezne vhodny ramec i pro nase 
opetpvna setkani.

S upfimnym pozdravem

O

Prezident Spojenych statu americkych
Blly dum
Washington
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Translation

Prague, November 10, 1995

Mr. President, 
Dear friend.

I was very glad indeed that we could continue our candid and 
friendly dialogue during my recent visit to the United States.

I am grateful to you for your coming to the inauguration of 
the National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library at Cedar Rapids 
and for your words appreciating all the good fruits produced by 
several generations of my fellow countrymen and countrywomen in 
the United States. After we thus remembered this valuable asset 
of the history of the relations between our countries, I found 
it-all the more gratifying that we could again talk about the 
presence and future of our relationship, especially about the 
prospects for our cooperation on the international scene in 
promoting and defending the fundamental human values to which 
both our nations pledge allegiance.

It was also a great honor for me to attend together with you 
and other distinguished world leaders the Special Commemorative 
Meeting marking the 50th anniversary of the United Nations. I 
have been taking a particular interest in the suggestions on how 
to make the ■ work of this prominent world organization more 
productive and efficient. I intend to continue to address myself 
to this subject, believing that a reformed United Nations may 
become an effective tool for the building of a better and fairer 
system of global coexistence.

I was glad to see Hillary again while we were in New York. 
I send her my warm regards and I am looking forward to her 
planned visit to our country.



By the same token, I am convinced that we shall find 
proper frame for the two of us to meet again in the future.

Sincerely,

(signed) Vaclav Havel

The President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.
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National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from
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The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the honor to transmit herewith a thank you note from the President 
of the Czech Republic Vaclav Havel to the President of the United 

States William J. Clinton for his expression of sympathy on 

the death of President Havel's wife. We kindly request that the 

letter be forwarded to the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 
Washington, D.C.

No: 5744-96 

April 18, 1996

f202j 363-63^3 
.%a>: (202) 966-8500

%
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Deeply moved by the affection and recognition which you have shown for my late 
t^wife Olga, I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your gracious condolences. 
Of'Your sympathy and support has been a great help.

Q

D hotocopy Misc. Hanawntmg
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Deeply moved by the affection and recognition which you have shown for my iate 
to wife Oiga, i thank you from the bottom of my heart for your gracious condoiences. 
CT'Your sympathy and support has been a great help.

o

•••;v7sws».**o.
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Date 12, 1996

FOR: Mr. Andrew D. Sens
Executive Secretary 
Nationeil Security Council 
The White House

REFERENCE:

To:

From:

Date:

Subj:

President Clinton
Czech President Havel

April 18, 1996

Thank you for condolence letter

WH Referral Dated: 
NSCSID#(ifany): .

The attached item was sent directly to the Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

_____ A draft reply is attached.

_____ A draft reply will be forwarded.

_____ A translation is attached.

_____ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

X We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below.

_____ The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel.

_____ Other (see remarks).
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from President Clinton on the death of President Havel's wife.
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The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the honor to transmit herewith^ a thank you note from the President 
of the Czech Republic Vaclav Havel to the President of the United 

States William J. Clinton for his expression of sympathy on 

the death of President Havel's wife. We kindly request that the 

letter be forwarded to the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 
Washington, D.C.

No: 5744-96 

April 18, 1996

: f202j 363-63^3 
f202j 966-8500
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Deeply moved by the affection and recognition which you have shown for my late 
to wife Olga, I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your gracious condolences. 
CT'Your sympathy and support has been a great help.
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The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the honor to transmit herewith a letter that President of the 

Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to H.E. William 

Jefferson CLINTON with the request that the letter be forwarded to 

the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 

Correspondence Unit 

Washington, D.C.

No; 1545-97 

February 3, 1997



TRANSLATION

Prague, January 27, 1997

Dear Bill:

Happy new year to you, Hillary and Chelsea. First, let me congratulate you on your 
second inauguration, and on your inaugural speech, and allow me to wish you the very best for 
the four years ahead.

You and Hillary have been so good to me at a personal level, and your concerns and note 
of support, including your offers of help, following my recent stay in the hospital mean more 
than I can say. I suppose you may understand why Dasa and I chose to marry rather privately 
and out of the limelight, and we both appreciate your generous good wishes as we begin our new 
life together.

The year just past was difficult for me in some private ways, but one that nevertheless 
delivered its share of important lessons. I felt the closeness of death twice in 1996, once when 
it took Olga in January and again, as a presence nearby, during my own recent illness. The effect 
on my thoughts was utterly profound and indescribable, but it made me contemplate again the 
importance of hope as a fundamental human value.

I am glad that 1997 has arrived, and that I am here to see it, because in this year I hope 
to see more of the dreams that we have nurtured over the years become reality. In the last seven 
years, since the lives of Czechs changed forever, we have been trying to set straight a vast 
number of policies or practices that encumbered us from the past. One problem that has 
complicated the otherwise good relations between the Czech Republic and the Federal Republic 
of Germany is the memory and discomfort surrounding events from World War II.

From the beginning, in 1989,1 could see that despite the enormous unpopularity of taking 
up issues considered "old" and "dead" from half a century ago someone was going to have to do 
it, or else risk their re-emergence in perhaps violent ways. I now know that my risk was more 
than worth the cost, and I think we have made some headway toward a more decent and secure 
future.

Today, the Czech and German nations share the same values of freedom, democracy and 
human rights. Both sides agree that it was necessary to build our common European future and 
not to burden our ties with political and legal issues from the past, and that is why - after years 
of hard diplomatic work - there has been a decision to adopt a joint Czech-German declaration, 
which together with the 1992 treaty between the two countries offers us a historic new quality 
of neighborly relations.

I believe that this declaration is one step signifying a new European identity, one that need 
not be based on fear, threat and reprisal but actually contains elements of hope, one that has to 
be read in line with the new relations between Poland and Germany and the network of good, 
solid relations among West Europeans, the great work of the post-war generation.
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In the coming months, I am privileged to have been invited to your country to receive an 
award, along with German President Herzog, from the Institute for EastWest Studies in 
recognition of our contributions toward the Czech-German rapprochement. The occasion is May 
15th, in New York City. I wanted to let you know about this because, at the very least, 
Americans deserve to know their partners in transatlantic relations can also wage peace.

I would also like, if you are available, to try to meet with you while I am in the United 
States, perhaps at the White House close to the 15th. I expect you may be formally invited to 
participate in the awards dinner, but I would appreciate it if we could sit down for a talk. As this 
is my last year in office, I will have to decide whether to seek a second term as president of the 
Czech Republic.

I am also working on a plan for a check-up at one of the fine cancer hospitals in your 
country during the visit. This will serve as a check-up following the excellect medical attention 
1 have received and which was assisted by Dr. Robert Ginsberg of Memorial Sloan-Kettering in 
New York. I understand that Hillary was kind enough to express her concern about my health 
to mutual friends, so I hope you will convey to her my appreciation for the aid of American 
doctors.

I am looking forward to the trip. From the perspective of our shared interests in the 
future of transatlantic stability, I think it may be a good opportunity to shine a light on the 
cooperation between our countries and regions.

you.
Finally, it would afford me the great pleasure of introducing my new partner in life to

My very best wishes to you and your family for the year ahead.

With heartfelt greetings.

signed (Vaclav Havel)

His Excellency 
Bill Clinton
President of the United States of America



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 27. ledna 1997

Drahy pfiteli,

rad bych Vam poblahopfal k Vasi druhe inauguraci a k inauguracm'mu projevu a 
popfal mnoho uspechu v pfistich ctyfech letech Vaseho prezidentskeho obdobi. Vse 
nejlepsi pfeji i Hillary a Chelsea.

Osobni podpora a starost, kterou jste Vy a Hillary prqjevili v dobe meho nedavneho 
onemocneni, pro me znamenaly vice, nez mohu vyjadfit slovy. Ja i moje zena Dasa si take 
velice cenime Vasich pfani do zacatku naseho spolecneho zivota. Doufam, ze chapete, proc 
jsme se oba rozhodli pro soukromou svatbu bez pozornosti medii.

Uplynuly rok byl pro muj osobni zivot velice obtizny, avsak znamenal i vyznamnou 
zkusenost. Dvakrat jsem loni pocitil blizkost smrti. Poprve tomu bylo, kdyz zemfela ma zena 
Olga, podruhe behem sve nedavne nemoci. Tato zkusenost hluboce zapusobila na me mysleni 
- znovu jsem si uvedomil, jak dulezitou soucasti lidskeho zivota je nadeje.

Jsem rad, ze v novem roce jiz mohu opet hledet do budoucnosti nejenom s nadeji, ale 
i s jistotou, nebot’ v nem dozajista dojdou sveho uskutecneni i mnohe z nasich dlouholetych 
snu a cilu. Pfed sedmi lety se diky nabyte svobode navzdy zmenil zivot vsech Cechu, a 
posledni roky staly proto take ve znameni snahy ocistit se od starych praktik i politickych 
problemu, ktere nas zatezovaly z minulosti. Jednim z problemu, ktere komplikovaly jinak 
velmi dobre vztahy mezi Ceskou republikou a Spolkovou republikou Nemecko, byly tizive 
vzpominky na udalosti 2. svetove valky. Jiz od roku 1989 jsem citil, ze je tfeba otevfene 
mluvit o techto otazkach starych 50 let, jakkoliv byly povazovany za stare a pfekonane a 
jakkoliv byly nepopularni. Jinak by totiz byvalo mohlo dojit k tomu, ze potlacena a 
nediskutovana temata by se mohla o to mocneji a nebezpecneji, tfeba i v nasilne podobe, 
objevit V necekanou dobu. Vzal jsem na sebe toto riziko, a vim nyni, ze se to vyplatilo a ze 
jsme uCinili vyznamny krok do budoucnosti.

Cesi i Nemci dnes sdileji stejne hodnoty svobody, demokracie a lidskych prav. Obe 
strany se proto shodly na tom, ze je tfeba budovat pfedevsim nasi spolecnou evropskou 
budoucnost zalozenou na techto hodnotach, a ne zatezovat nase vztahy politickymi a pravnimi 
problemy z minulosti. Proto jsme se - po letech obtizneho diplomatickeho vyjednavani - 
rozhodli pfijmout spolecnou cesko-nemeckou deklaraci, ktera by se spolecne s mezistatni 
smlouvou z roku 1992 mela stat zakladem, na nemz budeme budovat sve sousedske vztahy, 
orientovane na budoucnost.



Vefim, ze deklarace je zaroven stavebnim kamenem nove evropske identity, ktera neni 
zalozena na strachu, hrozbe a odvete, ale naopak je plna nadeje. Je soucasti sirsiho kontextu 
miroveho uspofad^i Evropy, at’jiz nove kvality vztahu mezi Polskem a Nemeckem ci vubec 
cele site pfatelskych vazeb mezi zapadoevropskymi narody, timto velkym dilem povalecne 

generace.

Dostalo se mi cti, ze jsem byl s nemeckym prezidentem Romanem Herzogem pozvan 
do Vasi zeme, abych spolecne s nim pfevzal od Institutu pro studium vztahu mezi Vychodem 
a Zapadem cenu, ktera nam byla udelena jako uznani za nas pfispevek k prohloubeni pfatelstvi 
mezi Cechy a Nemci. Dojde k tomu 15. kvetna 1997 v New Yorku. Chtel jsem Vas o tom 
informovat, nebot’ Americane se jiste zajimaji o potesitelnou skutecnost, ze jejich 
transatlanticti partnefi jsou schopni nalezt spolecnou fee.

Rad bych se s Vami, dovoli-li to Vas program, behem sveho pobytu ve Spojenych 
statech setkal, snad v Bilem dome nekdy kolem 15. kvetna. Pfedpokladam, ze budete oficialne 
pozvan na slavnostni vecefi pfi udileni ceny, avsak rad bych s Vami osobne pohovofil. 
Ostatne, letos konci moje funkeni obdobi, a take me ceka rozhodnuti, zda se budu podruhe 
uchazet o lifad prezidenta Ceske republiky.

Pfemyslim take o tom, zo. bych se behem navstevy v USA podrobil kontrolni prohlidce 
V nekterem renomovanem americkem zdravotnickem zafizeni specializovanem na leebu 
rakoviny. Ostatne i v Praze asistoval ceskemu tymu dr. Robert Ginsberg z Memorial Sloan- 
Kettering. Jak jsem vyrozumel, Hillary pfatelsky vyjadfila svou starost o me zdravi nasim 
spolecnym pfatelum, a tak doufam, ze ji budete tlumocit muj dik za pomoc americkych 
lekafu.

Na navstevu USA se velmi tesim. Nase zeme sdileji spolecny zajem na stabilite 
atlantickem prostoru, a tak myslim, ze nase setkani by mohlo pfispet k prohloubeni spoluprace 
mezi nasimi zememi a regiony. A pokud se ryze osobni roviny tyce, velmi rad bych Vam 
samozfejme pfedstavil sveho noveho zivotniho partnera.

Pfeji Vam i Vasi rodine nyni i v budouenu mnoho spokojenosti.

Se srdeenym pozdravem

Jeho Excelence 
Bill Clinton 
prezident
Spojenych statu americkych
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Prezident
rppubliky

V Praze due 27. ledna 1997

Drahy pn'teli,

rad bych Vam poblahopfal k Vasi dnihe inauguraci a k inauguracm'mu projevu a 
popfal Vam mnoho lispechu v pfi'sticb ctyfech letech Vaseho prezidentskeho obdobi. Vse 
nejlepsl pfeji i Hillary a Chelsea.

Osobni podpora a starost, kterou jste Vy a Hillary projevili v dobe meho nedavneho 
onemocneni, pro me znamenaly vice, nez mohu vyjadrit slovy. Ja i moje zena Dasa si take 
velice cenime Vasich pfani do zacatku naseho spolecneho zivota. Doufam, ze chapete, proc 
jsme se oba rozhodli pro soukromou svatbu bez pozornosti medii.

Uplynuly rok byl pro muj osobni zivot velice obtizny, avsak znamenal i vyznamnoLi 
zkusenost. Dvakrat jsem loni pocitil blizkost smrti. Poprve tomu bylo, kdyz zemfela ma zena 
Olga, podruhe behem sve nedavne nemoci. Tato zkusenost hluboce zapusobila na me mysleni 
- znovu jsem si uvedomil, Jak dulezitou soucasti lidskeho zivota je nadeje.

Jsem rad, ze v novem roce jiz mohu opet hledet do budoucnosti nejenom s nadeji, ale 
i sjistotou, nebof v nem dozajista dojdou sveho uskutecneni i mnohe z nasich dlouholetych 
snu a cilu. Pfed sedmi lety se diky nabyte svobode navzdy zmenil zivot vsech Cechu, a 
posledni roky staly proto take ve znameni snahy ocistit se od starych praktik i politickych 
problemu, ktere nas zatezovaly z minulosti. Jednim z problemu, ktere komplikovaly jinak 
velnii'**dbbre vztahy mezi Ceskou republikou a Spolkovou republikou Nemecko, byly tizive 
vzpominky na udalosti 2. svetove valky. Jiz od roku 1989 jsem citil, ze je tfeba otevfene 
mluvit o techto otazkach starych 50 let, jakkoliv byly povazovany za stare a prekonane a 
jakkoliv byly nepopularni. Jinak by totiz byvalo mohlo dojit k tomu, ze potlacena a 
nediskutovana temata by se mohla o to mocneji a nebezpecneji, tfeba i v nasilne podobe, 
objevit V necekanou dobu. Vzal jsem na sebe toto riziko, a vim nyni, ze se to vyplatilo a ze 
jsme ucinili vyznamny krok do budoucnosti.

Cesi i Nemci dnes sdileji stejne hodnoty svobody, demokracie a lidskych prav. Obe 
strany se proto shodly na tom, ze je tfeba budovat pfedevsim nasi spolecnou evropskou 
budoucnost zalozenou na techto hodnotach, a ne zatezovat nase vztahy politickymi a pravnimi 
problemy z minulosti. Proto jsme se - po letech obtizneho diplomatickeho vyjednavani - 
rozhodli pfijmout spolecnou cesko-nemeckou deklaraci, ktera by se spolecne s mezistatni 
smloLivou z roku 1992 mela stat zakladem, na nemz budeme budovat sve sousedske vztahy, 
orientovane na budoucnost.



Vefim, ze deklarace je zaroven stavebnim kamenem nove evropske identity, ktera neni 
zalozena na strachu, hrozbe a odvete, ale naopak je plna nadeje. Je soucasti sirsiho kontextu 
miroveho iispofadani Evropy, at’jiz nove kvality vztahu mezi Polskem a Nemeckem ci vubec 
cele site pfatelskych vazeb mezi zapadoevropskymi narody, timto velkym dilem povalecne 
generace.

Dostalo se mi cti, ze Jsem byl s nemeckym prezidentem Romanem Herzogem pozvan 
do Vasi zeme, abych spolecne s nim pfevzal od Institutu pro studiiim vztahu mezi Vychodem 
a Zapadem cenu, ktera nam byla udelenajako uznani za nas pfispevek k prohloubeni pfatelstvi 
mezi Cechy a Nemci. Dojde k tomu 15. kvetna 1997 v New Yorkii. Chtel jsem Vas o tom 
informovat, nebot’ Americane se jiste zajimaji o potesitelnou skutecnost, ze jejich 
transatlanticti partnefi jsou schopni nalezt spolecnou fee.

Rad bych se s Vami, dovoli-li to Vas program, behem sveho pobytu ve Spojenych 
statech setkal, snad v Bilem dome nexdy kolem 15. kvetna. Pfedpokladam, ze budete oficialne 
pozvan na slavnostni vecefi pfi udileni ceny, avsak rad bych s Vami osobne pohovofil. 
Ostatne, letos konci moje funkcni obdobi, a take me ceka rozhodnuti, zda se biidu podruhe 
uchazet o ufad prezidenta Ceske republiky.

Pfemyslim take o tom, ze bych se behem navstevy v USA podrobil kontrolni prohlidce 
V nekterem renomovanem americkem zdravotnickem zafizeni specializovanem na lecbii 
rakoviny. Ostatne i v Praze asistoval ceskemu tymu dr. Robert Ginsberg z Memorial Sloan- 
Kettering. .lak jsem vyrozumel, Hillary pfatelsky vyjadfila svou starost o me zdravi nasim 
spolecnym pfatelum, a tak doufam, ze ji budete tlumocit muj dik za pomoc americkych 
lekafu.

Na navstevu USA se velmi tesim. Nase zeme sdileji spolecny zajem na stabilite 
atlantickem prostoru, a tak myslim, ze nase setkani by mohlo pfispet k prohloubeni spoluprace 
mezi nasimi zememi a regiony. A pokud se ryze osobni roviny tyce, velmi rad bych Vam 
samozfejme pfedstavil sveho noveho zivotniho partnera.

Pfeji Vam i Vasi rodine nyni i v budoucnu mnoho spokojenosti.

Se srdecnym pozdravem

Jeho Excelence 
Bill Clinton 
prezident
Spojenych statu americkych



The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the honor to transmit herewith a letter that President of the 

Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to H.E. William 

Jefferson CLINTON with the request that the letter be forwarded to 

the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 

Correspondence Unit 
Washington, D.C.

No: 1545-97 

February 3, 1997
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TRANSLATION

Prague, January 27, 1997

Dear Bill:

Happy new year to you, Hillary and Chelsea. First, let me congratulate you on your 
second inauguration, and on your inaugural speech, and allow me to wish you the very best for 
the four years ahead.

You and Hillary have been so good to me at a personal level, and your concerns and note 
of support, including your offers of help, following my recent stay in the hospital mean more 
than I can say. I suppose you may understand why Dasa and I chose to marry rather privately 
and out of the limelight, and we both appreciate your generous good wishes as we begin our new 
life together.

The year just past was difficult for me in some private ways, but one that nevertheless 
delivered its share of important lessons. I felt the closeness of death twice in 1996, once when 
it took Olga in January and again, as a presence nearby, during my own recent illness. The effect 
on my thoughts was utterly profound and indescribable, but it made me contemplate again the 
importance of hope as a fundamental human value.

I am glad that 1997 has arrived, and that I am here to see it, because in this year I hope 
to see more of the dreams that we have nurtured over the years become reality. In the last seven 
years, since the lives of Czechs changed forever, we have been trying to set straight a vast 
number of policies or practices that encumbered us from the past. One problem that has 
complicated the otherwise good relations between the Czech Republic and the Federal Republic 
of Germany is the memory and discomfort surrounding events from World War II.

From the beginning, in 1989,1 could see that despite the enormous unpopularity of taking 
up issues considered "old" and "dead" from half a century ago someone was going to have to do 
it, or else risk their re-emergence in perhaps violent ways. I now know that my risk was more 
than worth the cost, and I think we have made some headway toward a more decent and secure 
future.

Today, the Czech and German nations share the same values of freedom, democracy and 
human rights. Both sides agree that it was necessary to build our common European future and 
not to burden our ties with political and legal issues from the past, and that is why - after years 
of hard diplomatic work - there has been a decision to adopt a joint Czech-German declaration, 
which together with the 1992 treaty between the two countries offers us a historic new quality 
of neighborly relations.

I believe that this declaration is one step signifying a new European identity, one that need 
not be based on fear, threat and reprisal but actually contains elements of hope, one that has to 
be read in line with the new relations between Poland and Germany and the network of good, 
solid relations among West Europeans, the great work of the post-war generation.
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In the coming months, I am privileged to have been invited to your country to receive an 
award, along with German President Herzog, from the Institute for EastWest Studies in 
recognition of our contributions toward the Czech-German rapprochement. The occasion is May 
15th, in New York City. I wanted to let you know about this because, at the very least, 
Americans deserve to know their partners in transatlantic relations can also wage peace.

I would also like, if you are available, to try to meet with you while I am in the United 
States, perhaps at the White House close to the 15th. I expect you may be formally invited to 
participate in the awards dinner, but I would appreciate it if we could sit down for a talk. As this 
is my last year in office, I will have to decide whether to seek a second term as president of the 
Czech Republic.

I am also working on a plan for a check-up at one of the fine cancer hospitals in your 
country during the visit. This will serve as a check-up following the excellect medical attention 
I have received and which was assisted by Dr. Robert Ginsberg of Memorial Sloan-Kettering in 
New York. I understand that Hillary was kind enough to express her concern about my health 
to mutual friends, so I hope you will convey to her my appreciation for the aid of American 
doctors.

I am looking forward to the trip. From the perspective of our shared interests in the 
future of transatlantic stability, I think it may be a good opportunity to shine a light on the 
cooperation between our countries and regions.

you.
Finally, it would afford me the great pleasure of introducing my new partner in life to

My very best wishes to you and your family for the year ahead.

With heartfelt greetings,

signed (Vaclav Havel)

His Excellency 
Bill Clinton
President of the United States of America



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 27. ledna 1997

Drahy pfi'teli,

rad bych Vam poblahopfal k Vasi druhe inauguraci a k inauguracnimu projevu a 
popfal Vam mnoho uspechu v pfi'sti'ch ctyfech letech Vaseho prezidentskeho obdobi. Vse 
nejlepsi pfeji i Hillary a Chelsea.

Osobni podpora a starost, kterou jste Vy a Hillary projevili v dobe meho nedavneho 
onemocneni, pro me znamenaly vice, nez mohu vyjadfit slovy. Ja i moje zena Dasa si take 
velice.cenime Vasich pfani do zacatku naseho spolecneho zivota. Doufam, ze chapete, proc 
jsme se oba rozhodli pro soukromou svatbu bez pozornosti medii.

Uplynuly rok byl pro muj osobni zivot velice obtizny, avsak znamenal i vyznamnou 
zkusenost. Dvakrat jsem loni pocitil blizkost smrti. Poprve tomu bylo, kdyz zemfela ma zena 
Olga, podruhe behem sve nedavne nemoei. Tato zkusenost hluboce zapusobila na me mysleni 
- znovu jsem si uvedomil, Jak dulezitou soucasti lidskeho zivota je nadeje.

Jsem rad, ze v novem roce jiz mohu opet hledet do budoucnosti nejenom s nadeji, ale 
i s jistotou, nebot’ v nem dozajista dojdou sveho uskutecneni i mnohe z nasich dlouholetych 
snu a cilu. Pfed sedmi lety se diky nabyte svobode navzdy zmenil zivot vsech Cechu, a 
posledni roky staly proto take ve znameni snahy ocistit se od starych praktik i politickych 
problemu, ktere nas zatezovaly z minulosti. Jednim z problemu, ktere komplikovaly jinak 
velmi dobre vztahy mezi Ceskou republikou a Spolkovou republikou Nemecko, byly tizive 
vzpominky na udalosti 2. svetove valky. Jiz od roku 1989 jsem citil, ze je tfeba otevfene 
mluvit 0 techto otazkach starych 50 let, jakkoliv byly povazovany za stare a pfekonane a 
jakkoliv byly nepopularni. Jinak by totiz byvalo mohlo dojit k tomu, ze potlacena a 
nediskutovana temata by se mohla o to mocneji a nebezpecneji, tfeba i v nasilne podobe, 
objevit V necekanou dobu. Vzal jsem na sebe toto riziko, a vim nyni, ze se to vyplatilo a ze 
jsme ucinili vyznamny krok do budoucnosti.

Cesi i Nemci dnes sdileji stejne hodnoty svobody, demokracie a lidskych prav. Obe 
strany se proto shodly na tom, ze je tfeba budovat pfedevsim nasi spolecnou evropskou 
budoucnost zalozenou na techto hodnotach, a ne zatezovat nase vztahy politickymi a pravnimi 
problemy z minulosti. Proto jsme se - po letech obtizneho diplomatickeho vyjednavani - 
rozhodli pfijmout spolecnou cesko-nemeckou deklaraci, ktera by se spolecne s mezistatni 
smlouvou z roku 1992 mela stat zakladem, na nemz budeme budovat sve sousedske vztahy, 
orientovane na budoucnost.



Vefirn, ze deklarace je zaroven stavebm'm kamenem nove evropske identity, ktera neni 
zalozena na strachu, hrozbe a odvete, ale naopak je plna nadeje. Je soucasti sirsiho kontextu 
mi'roveho uspofadani Evropy, at’jiz nove kvality vztahu mezi Polskem a Nemeckem ci vubec 
cele site pfatelskych vazeb mezi zapadoevropskymi narody, timto velkym dilem povalecne 
generace.

Dostalo se mi cti, ze jsem byl s nemeckym prezidentem Romanem Herzogem pozvan 
do Vasi zeme, abych spolecne s nim pfevzal od Institutu pro studium vztahu mezi Vychodem 
a Zapadem cenu, ktera nam byla udelena jako uznani za nas pfispevek k prohloubeni pfatelstvi 
mezi Cechy a Nemci. Dojde k tomu 15. kvetna 1997 v New Yorku. Chtel jsem Vas o tom 
informovat, nebot’ Americane se jiste zajimaji o potesitelnou skutecnost, ze jejich 
transatlanticti partner! jsou schopni nalezt spolecnou fee.

Rad bych se s Vami, dovoli-li to Vas program, behem sveho pobytu ve Spojenych 
statech setkal, snad v Bilem dome nekdy kolem 15. kvetna. Pfedpokladam, ze budete oficialne 
pozvan na slavnostni vecefi pfi udileni ceny, avsak rad bych s Vami osobne pohovofil. 
Ostatne, letos konci moje funkeni obdobi, a take me ceka rozhodnuti, zda se budu podruhe 
uchazet o ufad prezidenta Ceske republiky.

Pfemyslim take o tom, ze bych se behem navstevy v USA podrobil kontrolni prohlidce 
V nekterem renomovanem americkem zdravotnickem zafizeni specializovanem na leebu 
rakoviny. Ostatne i v Praze asistoval ceskemu tymu dr. Robert Ginsberg z Memorial Sloan- 
Kettering. Jak jsem vyrozumel, Hillary pfatelsky vyjadfila svou starost o me zdravi nasim 
spolecnym pfatelum, a tak doufam, ze ji budete tlumocit muj dik za pomoc americkych 
lekafu.

Na navstevu USA se velmi tesim. Nase zeme sdileji spolecny zajem na stabilite 
atlantickem prostoru, a tak myslim, ze nase setkani by mohlo pfispet k prohloubeni spoluprace 
mezi nasimi zememi a regiony. A pokud se ryze osobni roviny tyce, velmi rad bych Vam 
samozfejme pfedstavil sveho noveho zivotniho partnera.

Pfeji Vam i Vasi rodine nyni i v budouenu mnoho spokojenosti.

Se srdeenym pozdravem

Jeho Excelence 
Bill Clinton 
prezident
Spojenych statu americkych



The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the honor to transmit herewith a letter that President of the 

Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to H.E. William 

Jefferson CLINTON with the request that the letter be forwarded to 

the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 

Correspondence Unit 
Washington, D.C.

No: 1545-97 

February 3, 1997
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TRANSLATION

Prague, January 27, 1997

Dear Bill;

Happy new year to you, Hillary and Chelsea. First, let me congratulate you on your 
second inauguration, and on your inaugural speech, and allow me to wish you the very best for 
the four years ahead.

You and Hillary have been so good to me at a personal level, and your concerns and note 
of support, including your offers of help, following my recent stay in the hospital mean more 
than I can say. I suppose you may understand why Dasa and I chose to marry rather privately 
and out of the limelight, and we both appreciate your generous good wishes as we begin our new 
life together.

The year just past was difficult for me in some private ways, but one that nevertheless 
delivered its share of important lessons. I felt the closeness of death twice in 1996, once when 
it took Olga in January and again, as a presence nearby, during my own recent illness. The effect 
on my thoughts was utterly profound and indescribable, but it made me contemplate again the 
importance of hope as a fundamental human value.

I am glad that 1997 has arrived, and that I am here to see it, because in this year I hope 
to see more of the dreams that we have nurtured over the years become reality. In the last seven 
years, since the lives of Czechs changed forever, we have been trying to set straight a vast 
number of policies or practices that encumbered us from the past. One problem that has 
complicated the otherwise good relations between the Czech Republic and the Federal Republic 
of Germany is the memory and discomfort surrounding events from World War II.

From the beginning, in 1989,1 could see that despite the enormous unpopularity of taking 
up issues considered "old" and "dead" from half a century ago someone was going to have to do 
it, or else risk their re-emergence in perhaps violent ways. I now know that my risk was more 
than worth the cost, and I think we have made some headway toward a more decent and secure 
future.

Today, the Czech and German nations share the same values of freedom, democracy and 
human rights. Both sides agree that it was necessary to build our common European future and 
not to burden our ties with political and legal issues from the past, and that is why - after years 
of hard diplomatic work - there has been a decision to adopt a Joint Czech-German declaration, 
which together with the 1992 treaty between the two countries offers us a historic new quality 
of neighborly relations.

I believe that this declaration is one step signifying a new European identity, one that need 
not be based on fear, threat and reprisal but actually contains elements of hope, one that has to 
be read in line with the new relations between Poland and Germany and the network of good, 
solid relations among West Europeans, the great work of the post-war generation.
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In the coming months, I am privileged to have been invited to your country to receive an 
award, along with German President Herzog, from the Institute for EastWest Studies in 
recognition of our contributions toward the Czech-German rapprochement. The occasion is May 
15th, in New York City. I wanted to let you know about this because, at the very least, 
Americans deserve to know their partners in transatlantic relations can also wage peace.

I would also like, if you are available, to try to meet with you while I am in the United 
States, perhaps at the White House close to the 15th. I expect you may be formally invited to 
participate in the awards dinner, but I would appreciate it if we could sit down for a talk. As this 
is my last year in office, I will have to decide whether to seek a second term as president of the 
Czech Republic.

I am also working on a plan for a check-up at one of the fine cancer hospitals in your 
country during the visit. This will serve as a check-up following the excellect medical attention 
I have received and which was assisted by Dr. Robert Ginsberg of Memorial Sloan-Kettering in 
New York. I understand that Hillary was kind enough to express her concern about my health 
to mutual friends, so I hope you will convey to her my appreciation for the aid of American 
doctors.

I am looking forward to the trip. From the perspective of our shared interests in the 
future of transatlantic stability, I think it may be a good opportunity to shine a light on the 
cooperation between our countries and regions.

you.
Finally, it would afford me the great pleasure of introducing my new partner in life to

My very best wishes to you and your family for the year ahead.

With heartfelt greetings.

signed (Vaclav Havel)

His Excellency 
Bill Clinton
President of the United States of America



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 27. ledna 1997

Drahy pfi'teli,

rad bych Vam poblahopfal k Vasi druhe inauguraci a k inauguracm'mu projevu a 
popfal Vam mnoho uspechu v pfistich ctyfech letech Vaseho prezidentskeho obdobi. Vse 
nejlepsi pfeji i Hillary a Chelsea.

Osobni podpora a starost, kterou jste Vy a Hillary projevili v dobe meho nedavneho 
onemocneni, pro me znamenaly vice, nez mohu vyjadfit slovy. Ja i moje zena Dasa si take 
velice cenime Vasich pfani do zacatku naseho spolecneho zivota. Doufam, ze chapete, proc 
jsme se oba rozhodli pro soukromou svatbu bez pozornosti medii.

Uplynuly rok byl pro muj osobni zivot velice obtizny, avsak znamenal i vyznamnou 
zkusenost. Dvakrat jsem loni pocitil blizkost smrti. Poprve tomu bylo, kdyz zemfela ma zena 
Olga, podruhe behem sve nedavne nemoci. Tato zkusenost hluboce zapusobila na me mysleni 
- znovu jsem si uvedomil, jak dulezitou soucasti lidskeho zivota je nadeje.

Jsem rad, ze v novem roce jiz mohu opet hledet do budoucnosti nejenom s nadeji, ale 
i s jistotou, nebof v nem dozajista dojdou sveho uskutecneni i mnohe z nasich dlouholetych 
snu a cilu. Pfed sedmi lety se diky nabyte svobode navzdy zmenil zivot vsech Cechu, a 
posledni roky staly proto take ve znameni snahy ocistit se od starych praktik i politickych 
problemu, ktere nas zatezovaly z minulosti. Jednim z problemu, ktere komplikovaly Jinak 
velmi dobre vztahy mezi Ceskou republikou a Spolkovou republikou Nemecko, byly tizive 
vzpominky na udalosti 2. svetove valky. Jiz od roku 1989 jsem citil, ze je tfeba otevrene 
mluvit 0 techto otazkach starych 50 let, jakkoliv byly povazovany za stare a pfekonane a 
jakkoliv byly nepopularni. Jinak by totiz byvalo mohlo dojit k tomu, ze potlacena a 
nediskutovana temata by se mohla o to mocneji a nebezpecneji, tfeba i v nasilne podobe, 
objevit V necekanou dobu. Vzal jsem na sebe toto riziko, a vim nyni, ze se to vyplatilo a ze 
jsme ucinili vyznamny krok do budoucnosti.

Cesi i Nemci dnes sdileji stejne hodnoty svobody, demokracie a lidskych prav. Obe 
strany se proto shodly na torn, ze je tfeba budovat pfedevsim nasi spolecnou evropskou 
budoucnost zalozenou na techto hodnotach, a ne zatezovat nase vztahy politickymi a pravnimi 
problemy z minulosti. Proto jsme se - po letech obtizneho diplomatickeho vyjednavani - 
rozhodli pfijmout spolecnou cesko-nemeckou deklaraci, ktera by se spolecne s mezistatni 
smlouvou z roku 1992 mela stat zakladem, na nemz budeme budovat sve sousedske vztahy, 
orientovane na budoucnost.



Vefirn, ze deklarace je zaroven stavebnim kamenem nove evropske identity, ktera neni 
zalozena na strachu, hrozbe a odvete, ale naopak je plna nadeje. Je soucasti sirsiho kontextu 
miroveho uspofadani Evropy, at’jiz nove kvality vztahu mezi Polskem a Nemeckem ci vubec 
cele site pfatelskych vazeb mezi zapadoevropskymi narody, timto velkym dilem povalecne 

generace.

Dostalo se mi cti, ze jsem byl s nemeckym prezidentem Romanem Herzogem pozvan 
do Vast zeme, abych spolecne s nim pfevzal od Institutu pro studium vztahu mezi Vychodem 
a Zapadem cenu, ktera nam byla udelena jako uznani za nas pfispevek k prohloubeni pfatelstvi 
mezi Cechy a Nemci. Dojde k tomu 15. kvetna 1997 v New Yorku. Chtel jsem Vas o tom 
informovat, nebot’ Americane se jiste zajimaji o potesitelnou skutecnost, ze jejich 
transatlanticti partner! jsou schopni nalezt spolecnou fee.

Rad bych se s Vami, dovoli-li to Vas program, behem sveho pobytu ve Spojenych 
statech setkal, snad v Bilem dome nekdy kolem 15. kvetna. Pfedpokladam, ze budete oficialne 
pozvan na slavnostni vecefi pfi udileni ceny, avsak rad bych s Vami osobne pohovofil. 
Ostatne, letos konci moje funkeni obdobi, a take me ceka rozhodnuti, zda se budu podruhe 
uchazet o ufad prezidenta Ceske republiky.

Pfemyslim take o tom, ze bych se behem navstevy v USA podrobil kontrolni prohlidce 
V nekterem renomovanem americkem zdravotnickem zafizeni specializovanem na leebu 
rakoviny. Ostatne i v Praze asistoval ceskemu tymu dr. Robert Ginsberg z Memorial Sloan- 
Kettering. Jak jsem vyrozumel, Hillary pfatelsky vyjadfila svou starost o me zdravi nasim 
spolecnym pfatelum, a tak doufam, ze ji budete tlumocit muj dik za pomoc americkych 
lekafu.

Na navstevu USA se velmi tesim. Nase zeme sdileji spolecny zajem na stabilite 
atlantickem prostoru, a tak myslim, ze nase setkani by mohlo pfispet k prohloubeni spoluprace 
mezi nasimi zememi a regiony. A pokud se ryze osobni roviny tyce, velmi rad bych Vam 
samozfejme pfedstavil sveho noveho zivotniho partnera.

Pfeji Vam i Vasi rodine nyni i v budouenu mnoho spokojenosti.

Se srdeenym pozdravem

Jeho Excelence 
Bill Clinton 
prezident
Spojenych statu americkych

D notocopy Mi sc andwr ng



The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has 

the honor to transmit herewith a letter that President of the 

Czech Republic Vaclav Havel has addressed to H.E. William 

Jefferson CLINTON with the request that the letter be forwarded to 

the addressee.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 
its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 

Correspondence Unit 

Washington, D.C.

No: 1545-97 

February 3, 1997
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TRANSLATION:
9808233

Prague, April 23

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Clinton,

On behalf of President Havel, allow me to thank you cordially for your warm and 

friendly words wishing him a quick recovery. Your sincere moral support has been very 

encouraging for him in these troubled moments of his life.

Respectfully yours.

Ivan Medek
Head of Office of the President of the Czech Republic

The President of the United States of America 

and Mrs. Clinton
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V Praze dne 23, dubna 1998

Vazeny pane prezidente, 
Vazena pani Clintonova,

dovolte mi, jmenem pana prezdenta, srdecne Vam podekovat za Vase pratelska a 

upfimna slova s pfanim jeho uzdraveni. Vyjadfeni Vasi upfimne moraini podpory je pro 

pana prezidenta v techto nelehkych chvilich jeho zivota velmi povzbuzujici.

Se srdecnym pozdravem

Ivan Medek
vedouci Kancelafe prezidenta republiky

Vazeny pan a pani 
William a Hillary Clinton
prezident Spojenych statu americkych



S808233

The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has the 

honor to transmit herewith a thank you message from Vaclav Havel, 

■President of the Czech Republic, addressed to the President of the 

United States and Mrs. Clinton, with the request that the telegram 

be forwarded to them.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 
Correspondence Unit 
Washington, D.C.

No.: 2911-98 

April 27, 1998
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TRANSLATION;

Prague, Ap^rN 23,^®'^-^

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Clinton,

On behalf of President Havel, allow me to thank you cordially for your warm and 

friendly words wishing him a quick recovery. Your.sincere moral support has been very 

encouraging for him in these troubled moments of his life.

Respectfully yours.

Ivan Medek
Head of Office of the President of the Czech Republic

The President of the United States of America 

and Mrs. Clinton
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V Praze dne 23. dubna 1998

Vazeny pane prezidente, 
Vazena pani Ciintonova,

dovolte mi, jmenem pana prezbenta, srdecne Vam podekovat za Vase pfatelska a 

upfimna slova s pfanim jeho uzdraveni. Vyjadfeni Vasi upfimne moraini podpory je pro 

pana prezidenta v techto nelehkych chvilich jeho zivota velmi povzbuzujici.

Se srdecnym pozdravem

Ivan Medek
vedouci Kancelafe prezidenta republiky

Vazeny pan a pani 
William a Hillary Clinton
prezident Spojenych statu americkych



The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has the 

honor to transmit herewith a thank you message from Vaclav Havel, 

President of the Czech Republic, addressed to the President of the 

United States and Mrs. Clinton, with the request that the telegram 

be forwarded to them.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

A-;/

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 
Correspondence Unit 
Washington, D.C.

No.: 2911-98 

April 27, 1998
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TRANSLATION;

Prague, April 23
33Wyi||f:3I

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Clinton,

On behalf of President Havel, allow me to thank you cordially for your warm and 

friendly words wishing him a quick recovery. Your sincere moral support has been very 

encouraging for him in these troubled moments of his life.

Respectfully yours.

Ivan Medek
Head of Office of the President of the Czech Republic

The President of the United States of America 

and Mrs. Clinton
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V Praze dne 23. dubna 1998

Vazeny pane prezidente, 
Vazena pani Clintonova,

dovolte mi, jmenem pana prezdenta, srdecne Vam podekovat za Vase pfatelska a 

upfimna slova s pfanim jeho uzdraveni. Vyjadreni Vasi upfimne moraini podpory je pro 

pana prezidenta v techto nelehkych chvilich jeho zivota velmi povzbuzujici.

Se srdecnym pozdravem

Ivan Medek
vedouci Kancelafe prezidenta republiky

Vazeny pan a pani 
William a Hillat7 Clinton
prezident Spojenych statu americkych



The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has the 

honor to transmit herewith a thank you message from Vaclav Havel, 

President of the Czech Republic, addressed to the President of the 

United States and Mrs. Clinton, with the request that the telegram 

be forwarded to them.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

'■"hll-.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 
Correspondence Unit 

Washington, D.C.

No.: 2911-98 

April 27, 1998
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

Prague, May 7 1998

(Dear Mr. President, dear friend,)

It was with great pleasure and delight that I received news of the ratification of the 
agreement on the enlargement of NATO by the American Senate. I appreciate very much 
the overwhelming support of the American Senators, which will prove to be important for 
the future of NATO. Once again, your nation has expressed its continuing support for the 
Czech Republic in its efforts to integrate into Euro-Atlantic and European structures.

I would like to thank you for your personal support in this endeavor. I value 
considerably your role in building a new security system in the Euro-Atlantic region and I 
am convinced that NATO, expanded and prepared for new challenges, and whose further 
enlargement we need to perceive as a continual and open process, is the foundation of true 
stability and prosperity in this part of the world.

As the President of the Czech Republic and personally, I appreciate the genuine, 
friendly relationship and alliance between our two nations. I would be pleased if you would 
receive my assurances of the significance we attach to this relationship.

Yours

(Vaclav Havel)

His Excellency 
Bill Clinton, President 
The White House 
Washington
United States of America



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 7. kvStna 1998

U/<-v ,

s velkym potesem'm a radosti jsem pfijal zpravu, ze americky Senat ratifikoval dohodu 
0 rozsi'feru NATO. Veltni pfitom ocenuji, ze se tak stalo za vyrazne a pro budoucnost NATO 
velmi dulezite podpory americkych senatoru. Vase zeme tak opet dala najevo stalou podporu 
Ceske republiky v jejl snaze o integraci do euroatlantickych a evropskych struktur.

RM bych Vam .v teto souvislosti podekoval i za Vasi osobni podporu tomuto lisiH. 
Velice si cenim Vasi lilohy pfi budovaru noveho bezpecnostniho systemu v euroatlantickem 
prostoru a jsem pfesvedcen o tom, ze prave rozsifene a na nove vyzvy pfipravene NATO, 
jehoz dalsi rozsifov^i je zapotfebi vnimat jako stale pokracujid a otevfeny proces, je 
zakladem skutecne stability a prosperity v teto casti sveta.

Jako prezident republiky i osobne si vazim dobrych, pfatelskych vztahu a spojenectvi 
mezi nasimi zememi. Byl bych rad kdybyste pfijal moje ujisteni o velkem vyznamu, kteiy 
tomuto vztahu pfikladdne.

Vas

Jeho Excelence 
Bill Clinton, prezident 
Bily dum 
Washington
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The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the Department of State of the United States of America and has the 

honor to transmit herewith a thank you letter from Vaclav Havel, 

President of the Czech Republic, addressed to President Clinton, 

with the request that the letter be forwarded to her.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 
Correspondence Unit 
Washington, D.C.

No.: 3317/98 

May 20, 1998 iz) Use ^
V
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

Prague, May 7 1998

(Dear Mr. President, dear friend,)

It was with great pleasure and delight that I received news of the ratification of the 
agreement on the enlargement of NATO by the American Senate. I appreciate very much 
the overwhelming support of the American Senators, which will prove to be important for 
the future of NATO. Once again, your nation has expressed its continuing support for the 
Czech Republic in its efforts to integrate into Euro-Atlantic and European structures.

I would like to thank you for your personal support in this endeavor. I value 
considerably your role in building a new security system in the Euro-Atlantic region and I 
am convinced that NATO, expanded and prepared for new challenges, and whose further 
enlargement we need to perceive as a continual and open process, is the foundation of true 
stability and prosperity in this part of the world.

As the President of the Czech Republic and personally, I appreciate the genuine, 
friendly relationship and alliance between our two nations. I would be pleased if you would 
receive my assurances of the significance we attach to this relationship.

Yours

(Vaclav Havel)

His Excellency 
Bill Clinton, President 
The White House 
Washington
United States of America



Prezident
republiky

V Praze dne 7. kvetna 1998

s velkym potesenim a radostf jsem pfijal zpravu, & americky Senat ratifikoval dohodu 
0 rozsifeni NATO. Velmi pfitom ocenuji, ze se tak stale za vyrazne a pro budouenost NATO 
velmi dulezite podpory americkych senatoru. Vase zeme tak opet dala najevo stalou podporu 
Ceske republiky v jeji snaze o integraci do euroatlantickych a evropskych struktur.

RM bych Vam v teto souvislosti podekoval i za Vasi osobni podporu tomuto usill. 
Velice si cenim Vasi ulohy pfi budovani noveho bezpecnostniho systemu v euroatlantickem 
prostoru a jsem pfesvedeen o tom, ze prave rozsifene a na nove vyzvy pfipravene NATO, 
jehoz dalsi rozsifovani je zapotfebi vnimat jako stale pokracujici a otevfeny proces, je 
zakladem skutecne stability a prosperity v teto casti sveta.

Jako prezident republiky i osobne si vazim dobrych, pfatelskych vztahu a spojenectvi 
mezi nasimi zememi. Byl bych rad kdybyste pfijal moje ujisteni o velkem vyznamu, ktery 
tomuto vztahu pfikladame.

Vas

Jeho Excelence 
Bill Clinton, prezident 
Bily dum 
Washington
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The Embassy of the Czech Republic presents its compliments to 

the' Department of State of the United States of America and has the 

honor to transmit herewith a thank you letter from Vaclav Havel, 

President of the Czech Republic, addressed to President Clinton, 

with the request that the letter be forwarded to her.

The Embassy of the Czech Republic avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Department of State the assurances of 

its highest consideration.

Department of State 

Office of Protocol 
Correspondence Unit 

Washington, D.C.

No.: 3317/98 

May 20, 1998 cl
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