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In connection with your message of March 22, I would like 
to lay out for you my principled evaluation and visions of 
the situation around the Kosovo settlement I agree with 
you that the situation in Kosovo and around it is 
developing in an alarming fashion. It is not a secret that 
if Kosovo explodes in flames, it could spread to the entire 
region. This cannot be allowed.

The only solution, I am deeply convinced, is the quickest 
possible achievement of political understandings which are 
capable not only of ensuring broad autonomy for Kosovo 
while preserving the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of the FRY, but also establish conditions- for establishment 
of a durable peace in the region.

Of course it is unfortunate that in Rambouillet and in 
Paris, despite all the efforts we undertook, that it was 
not possible to achieve an agreed document on a political 
settlement. Ar the same time, we are not inclined to 
regard this as a final failure. You of course know. Bill, 
that this sort of document is not easily achieved..

Through common efforts we carried out enormous work which 
cannot easily be dismissed. It is necessary to continue 
collective efforts in the framework of the Contact Group, 
the unity of which is the main guarantee of success. Now, 
it is exceptionally important not to allow the political 
process to be stopped. It is precisely because of this 
that we supported the idea of sending the "troika" of 
negotiators to Belgrade to continue work with the Yugoslav 
leadership.

Of course, it Is important that the Albanian Kosovar 
delegation agreed to sign the proposed document. At the 
same time, immediately after the signing the Albanians came 
out with a statement by which they essentially disavowed 
their signature, having confirmed the intention to achieve 
the independence of Kosovo and its separation from the FRY 
by means of a referendum. I tell you frankly: I was
surprised, that the American delegation at the negotiations 
evaded this obvious fact, which is a direct challenge to 
the Contact Group.

All this time Russia together with other members of the 
Contact Group actively worked on finding a political
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resolution of the Kosovo crisis. As you remember, we 
succeeded in convincing the President of the FRY, S. 
Milosevic, to agree to deployment of the OSCE Verification 
Mission in Kosovo. I regret the decision to withdraw it. 
The presence of the Mission was a restraining factor on 
extremists of all stripes. We see that with its departure 
new armed confrontations have erupted in the area.

Of course, we will continue to work actively with Belgrade, 
appealing to it for restraint and the earliest possible 
signature of the political agreement. This is our firm 
line from which we will not deviate.

With regard to international cooperation on practical 
achievement of political agreements, we consider it 
necessary to carefully examine this issue with regard to 
all factors, and above all the opinion of Yugoslavia as a 
sovereign state.

I draw attention to your warning regarding the readiness of 
NATO to employ force. I tell you directly: we have been
and will be categorically against this. On what basis does 
NATO take it upon itself to decide the fact of peoples in 
sovereign states? Who gave it the right to act in the role 
of guardian of order?

It is perfectly obvious, that such action by NATO not only 
would undermine the negotiating process, but complicate the 
situation even more and lead the Balkans to the edge of a 
large-scale war. Who will take responsibility for- this?

I ask you once more to weigh all the consequences before 
taking a decision which, I say directly, can become 
fateful. It is not a military scenario, but the 
continuation of the political process which is the only way 
out of the deadlock.

I hope that wa will continue to cooperate closely in 
solving the Kosovo problem in the interests of peace and 
stability not only in the region, but in Europe as a whole.

With respect.

B. Yeltsin
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c -r^OUIV4 rtoCA^HUEM 

N*pTfl c.r. 'X'He/v -?m u^/^a^^>A'^S
C.^>ou
W'a AEWu e ftoKPVr koCaR
Cu.ord >»erv^^O<

; ftoporoH EHJin. ^ ' ■ - - •
.>■ *ComaceH c to5oh, cKiyanHii s Kocobo h BOKpyr Hero

cKJiai35>IBaeTM Q^eKh TpcBoxHaii. Hh juw koto He ceKper, hto, ecnn b Kocobo 

pasropHTCJi no'>Kap, to oh HeoaMemiKTeilBHo .nepeKHHercsr na Beet perHOH. 
3Toro ;ionycnrrL HeJiBss.

Bbkoxc, no MosMy rny6oKowy yoeJKneHHM, o^hh - cKopeHuiee 

nocTTDKeHHe nojnrrnHecKHx noroBopcHHocreH, cnoco6HLTx ae tojtbko 

o6ecneHm-B uinpoKyio aBTOHOMJUO juix Kocobo npH coxpaHeHHH 

cyBepeHurera H TeppHTopHajiiHoS uenocraocin CPIO, ho h co3naT& ycjioBM 

mu ycTaHOBneHH« npo^oro MHpa b peraoHe.
Kohchho :«ajTB, tto b PaM6yHe h IlappEKe, necMOTpa Ha Bce 

npeznipJnurbie HaMH ycHHHii, He y/iajioct bbihth Ha corjiacoBaHmiii 
noKyMCHT no noJiirrHHecKOMy, yperynHpoBaHino. BMecre c tcm, mbi He 

CKnoHHfci paccMaxpHsaTi. oto kbk OKOHHaTejiBHBiH rrpoBan. T&i >Ke jHaemi,. 

Bhjui. hto TEKoro pozianoKyMeHTBi nenco he naMTcg.

ErO nPEBOCXOilHTEJTtCTBy 
rocnoiiHHy ypuiE^iMy xt^K.KnHHTOHv 
nPESHZlEHTy coe;ihhehheix lutatob amephkh
r.BauiHHrroH ______ _
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CoBMecTHbiMii ycunHHMH Mti npoAenajTH orpoMnyio pa6oTV. KOTop^To 

Hent35i npocTO • Tax cSpactiBaji. co cneroB. Heo6xoflKMo npozioiwcaTb 

KOJiJTeKTHBHi.ie yaLTici 3 paMKax KoHiaKTHofi rpynnti, eflHHcrso KOTopoir - 
rjiasHtiii aanor ycnexa. CeiiHac HCKJiio«iKTenBHO eajKHo He jionycriTTb 

ocraHOBKH nojTHTHHccKoro npoiiecca, HMenno noBTOMy wtr noimep'A-ajiH 

Hnew HanpaBJTeHHS "ipcHKH" neperoBopmiiKOB b Benrpaa iuia nponojijiceHHH 

pa60TBI C lorOCJiaBCiCHM pyKOBOZICTBOM.
Kohc^o, BaJKHo, TTO jiejieraiiHa kocobckiix aJI6aH^eB corjiactuiacB 

noOTHcatB npcfflioxesHBiH iioKyMeHT. BMecre c tcm, cpaay, nocne 

noAnHcaHHa anSaHiitr BticrymuiH c aa^ncHHeM, kotopbim ohh 4>aKTHHecKH 

;ze3aByHpoBaJiH cbom noOTHCB, noirrBepiiHB naMepcHHe jto6HBaTbcjT 

HeaaBHCiiMocTH Kocobo h ero OT^cejieHM ot CPK) nyrcM npoBefleHra 

pecJjepeHiiyMa- OrKpoBCHHo cKa»y: mchx yjiHBHno, hto aMepmcaHCKa,-? 

neJierauHsi na neperosopax nponuia mhmo btofo Bonmomero djaKxa, 
KoTopBiH ^iBHnca np®.iBiM BBI30BOM KoHTaKTHOH Fpvnne.

Bee 3TO BpeMsi Poccm BMecre c jipyrHMH ^enaMH KoHraxTHOH rpynm.i 

aKTHBHo paSorana Han HaxoJKHeHHeM nonHTH^ecKoro pemeHHJi kocobckofo 

KPH3HC3. Kax Tbi noMHHiiii., MHc yflanocb y6enHTB ripesHneHra CPPO 

C-MHJiomeBHHa nart cornacHe he paaBeprtiBaHHe Mhcchh 05CE no 

nposepKe b Kocobo. CojKaneio, tto npHiDn’o pemeHHe o ee BbiBone. 

npHcyrcTBHe Mhcchh oxaabiBano cnepxHBajomee BoaneHcrsHe Ha 

BKcrpeMHcroB Bcex Macreii. Mbi bhuhm, 'TTO c ee yxonoM b xpae' c hoboh

CHnOH BCnblXHyim BOOpy'/KeHHbie CTOJTKHOBeHHa.
PaayMeerc;!, mbi 6yneM nponojDKarb axiHBHO pa6oTaTi. c BenrpanoM. 

npratiBaii era k cnep)KaHHocTH h cKopeilmeMy nonniicaHHKJ nommiHecKoro 

cornameHHJi. 3ro - Hama TBepnaa hhhhh, or KoropoH mbi He orcryriHM.

Hro Kacaercji MesmynapoziHoro coneacTSH^i b npaicTH'iecKOH 

peajmaaiiKH noJiHTHHeacHX noroBopeHHocreH, to cHirraeM Heo6.xoiiHMi>iM 

TmarejiLHoe paccMorpeHHe naHHoro Bonpoca c yneroM seex c^iajcTopoB. m 

nneiKiTe Bcero MHCHHa lOrocnaBHH KaK cvBeDeHHoro rocvnaDCTBa.
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^ o6paTHji BHHwaHHe Ha tboh npeflynpe:KiteHH5i OTHocurorLHo 

■. roTOBHocTH HATO 3aneHCTBOBaTL cHJiy. Cxaacy iipaMo: mli 6i,uih h 6yneM 

KaxeropH^ecKH npoTFiB aioro. Ha KaKOM ocHOBaHHH HATO 6epeTcji pemaxE 

cynt6tr HaponoB b cyBepeHHtix rocyaapciBax? Kxo HaaejiHJi ero npaaoM 

BEicrynaxL b ponH ojnocnrrejijt nopauKa?
CoBepmeHHO o^esicrHO, 'iro noAo6Haa aioiHs HATO He xojieko 

copBana 6m neperoBopHMH: npoqecc, ho h eme 6ojiLme ocjioacHroia 

CHxyaiiHK), noABCJia BajiKaHLr na rpant 6ojHiinoH bohhbi, Kxo B03iMnr Ha 

ce6x oxseTCTBCHHocn. 3a aro?

ripomy xe6ii erne pa3 bsecchtb bcc nocneacxBHa nqpe^ xsm, ksk 

npHHHMaxB xaKoe pemeHne, Koxopoc, np«Mo ocaiKy, Mo^cex cran, pokobbim. 
He BoeuHtie cijeHapKH, a nponojDKBHHe nojiHXHxecKoro npoaecca - box

f

effHHCTBeHHLIH BtlXOH H3 TyilHKa.
HaaewcB, xro mbi h Bnpeia 6yaeM npononacaxL xecHO c to6oh 

BaaiiMoneHciBOBaiB b paapemeHHH kocobckoh npo6jieMLi b HHxepecax Miipa 

H cTa6HJiLHOcxH He xontKo b peraoHc, ho h b Espone b nejioM.

C ysa^eHHCM,

B.EllbUHH
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Dear Bill:

[handwritten sentence: In connection with your letter of March 22,1 would like to set 
forth my basic assessments and views regarding the settlement of the Kosovo crisis.] I agree 

with you that the situation in and around Kosovo is very alarming. It is no secret to anyone that 
if a conflagration begins in Kosovo, it will spread immediately through the entire region. That 

must be prevented.

I am deeply convinced that there is only one solution: to reach, as soon as possible, 
political agreements that could not only ensure broad autonomy for Kosovo while preserving the 

sovereignty and territorial integrity of the FRY, but also create conditions for bringing about 

lasting peace in the region.

It is a pity, of course, that in Rambouillet and Paris we were unable, despite all our 
efforts, to come up with an agreed document on a political settlement. However, we are not 
inclined to consider this a total failure. As you know. Bill, this sort of document is difficult to 

hammer out.

HIS EXCELLENCY 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
WASHINGTON. D.C.
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Through our joint efforts we have done a great deal of work, which cannot be simply 

ignored. We must continue combined efforts within the framework of the Contact Group, whose 

unity is the main guarantee of success. It is now vital that the political process not be allowed to 

come to a halt. It was precisely for this reason we endorsed the idea of sending a “trio” of 

negotiators to Belgrade to continue working with the Yugoslav leadership.

It is important, certainly, that the Kosovo Albanian delegation agreed to sign the 

proposed document. Nonetheless, immediately after signing, the Albanians issued a statement 

wherein they virtually disavowed their signature, reaffirming their intention to seek the 

independence of Kosovo and its secession from the FRY by means of a referendum. To be 

frank, I was astonished that the U.S. delegation at the talks overlooked this glaring fact, which 

was a direct challenge to the Contact Group.

During all this time Russia was working actively with the other members of the Contact 
Group to find a political solution to the Kosovo crisis. As you recall, I managed to persuade 

President Milosevic to consent to the deployment of the OSCE verification mission in Kosovo. I 
regret that the decision was made to withdraw it. The presence of the mission had a restraining 

effect on extremists of every stripe. We can see that its withdrawal has led to a new upsurge of 

armed conflict in the tegion.

We shall of course keep working actively with Belgrade, urging it to show restraint and 

sign a political agreement as quickly as possible. That is our firm policy, from which we shall 

not retreat.

As regards international assistance in the practical implementation of political 
agreements, we deem it necessary to consider this matter carefully, taking into account all 

factors, especially the opinion of Yugoslavia as a sovereign state.

I have taken note of your warnings concerning NATO’s readiness to employ force. Let 
me be frank: we have categorically opposed this and will continue doing so. On what grounds 

does NATO take it upon itself to decide the fate of peoples in sovereign countries? Who gave it 
the right to act as a guardian of order?
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Quite obviously, this action by NATO would not only break off the negotiating process 

but would complicate the situation even more and bring the Balkans to the brink of a great war. 

Who will take responsibility for that?

I ask you once more to weigh all the consequences before making this decision, which, I 
will tell you frankly, could be fatal. It is not military scenarios, but continuation of the political 

process that is the only way out of the impasse.

I hope that we shall continue our close cooperation in resolving the Kosovo problem in 

the interest of peace and stability not only in that region but in Europe as a whole.

Sincerely, 
B. Yeltsin



Ero nPEBOCXOflHTEJTbCTBy 

rOCnOflHHY YHJlbHMy fl:aC.KJTHHTOHy 

nPESHflEHXy COEflHHEHHbIX UJTATOB AMEPHKH 

r. BainHHrroH

floporoii Bhjtji,

B CBH3H C TBOHM nGCJiaHHCM OT 22 Niapxa C.r. X0T6J1 6bl H3J10XHTB CBOH 

npHHixHnHajibHbie oiichkh h BHacHHe CHxyaiiHH BOKpyr kocobckofo 

yperyjiHpoBaHHH.

ComaceH c to6oh, hto CHxyaiiHH b Kocobo h BOKpyr Hero CKjraabiBaexca 

OHCHb xpeBoxHaa. Hh Rim kofo He ceKpex, hxo, ecjiH b Kocobo paaropHxcH noxap, 

xo OH He3aMeflJiHxejTbH0 nepeKHnexca na Becb peixiOH. 3xoro aonycxHXb Hejib3a.

Bbixofl, HO MocMy FJiy6oKOMy ySexacHHio, o^hh - CKopeiimee jiocxHxeHHe 

noHHXHHecKHx aoFOBopeHHOcxen, cnocodnbix ne xojibko o6ecneHHXb ninpoKyio 

aBXOHOMHK) flJIH KoCOBO HpH COXpaHCHHH CyBepCHHXexa H XeppHXOpHaJlbHOii 

HejiocxHocxH CPK), ho h coaaaxb ycjiOBPiH ajih ycxanoBJieHHH npoHHOFO MHpa b 

peFHOHC.

Kohchho xajib, Hxo b PaM6yiie h IlapHxe, necMOxpa na Bce npeanpHHaxbie 

HaMH ycHJiPM, He yaariocb bbihxh na coFnacoBaHHbm aoKyMenx no nojiHXHnecKOMy 

yperyjiHpoBaHHK). BMecxe c xeM, mw ne ckjiohhw paccMaxpHBaxb axo xax 

OKOHHaxejibHbiH npoBaji. Tbi xe 3Haenib, Bhjtji, hxo xaKOxo pojra jiOKyMeHXbi nenco 

He aaioxcH.

COBNieCXHblMH yCHJIHHMH MbI HpOfleJiaJlH OipOMHyiO pa6oxy, KOXOpyK) HeJTb3H 

npocxo xaK cSpacbiBaxb co cnexoB. Heo6xojTHMO npojrojrxaxb KOJTjreKXHBHbie 

ycHJTHH B paMKax KoHxaKXHOH xpynnbi, ejTHHCXBO Koxopoii - xjiaBHbiH aanox ycnexa.



Cefinac HCKJiioqHTejibHO BaxHo He aonycTHTb ocTanoBKH noHHTHMecKoro npouecca. 

HMeHHO no3TOMy mm noaaepxajiH Haeio HanpaBJieHHH “xpoHKH” neperoBopmHKOB b 

Bejirpaa hjih npoaojiJKeHHa pa6oTbi c lorocjiaBCKHM pyKOBoacxBOM.

KoHeHHO, Ba)KHO, qxo flejierauHH kocobckhx air6aHHeB comacHJiacb 

noflHHcaxb npeflJTOxeHHbiH aoKyMeHx. BMecxe c xeM, cpasy nocjie noanHcaHHH 

ajiSaHHbi BbicxynHJiH c saHBJieHHeM, KOxopbiM ohh (J)aKXHqecKH aeBaBynpoBajiH cbok) 

nOflHHCb, HOflXBepflHB HaMepCHHe ao6HBaXbCH HCSaBHCHMOCXH Kocobo h ero 

oxaejreHHH ox CPK) nyxcM npOBeaennH pe(|)epeHflyMa. OxKpoBCHHO CKaxy: mchh 

yaHBHJio, Hxo aMepHKaHCKaH aejierauHH na neperoBopax npoimia mhmo axoro 

BOHHromero (^axxa, Koxopbiii hbhjich npaMbiM bm30bom KoHxaKXHoii rpynne.

Bee 3X0 BpeMH Poccpih BMecxe c apyraMH qjieHaMH KoHxaKXHOH rpynnbi 

axxHBHO paSoxajia naa HaxoxcaeHHeM nojiHXHHecKoro pemeHHH kocobckoxo 

KpHSHca. Kax xh homkhuib, MHe yaaiiocb y6eanxb npesHaenxa CPK)

C.MHJTomeBHHa aaxb comacHe na pasBepxbiBaHHe mhcchh OBCE no npOBepxe b 

Kocobo. Coxcajicio, hxo npHHHxo pemeHHe o ee BbiBoae. IlpHcyxcxBHe mhcchh 

OKasbiBajio caepxcHBaiomee BosaencxBHe na 3KCxpeMHCxoB Bcex Macxen. Mbi bhahm, 

4X0 c ee yxoaoM b Kpae c hoboh chjioh BcnbiXHyjTH BOopyxceHHbie cxojiKHOBeHHH.

PasyMeexcH, mm 6yaeM npoaojixaxb bkxhbho pa6oxaxb c BejiipaaoM, 

npHSMBan ero k caepxaHHOCxH h CKopefimeMy noanncaHHio nojiHXHqecKoro 

comameHHH. 3xo - nama xBepaan jthhhh, ox KoxopoH mm He oxcxynHM.

Hxo KacaexcH Mexcaynapoanoro coacHCXBHH b npaxxHHecKOH peajiHsaaHH 

nojiHXHqecKHx aoroBopenHoexen, xo cqnxaeM Heo6xoaHMbiM xmaxeiibHoe 

paccMOxpeHHe aannoro Bonpoca c yqexoM Bcex ^^axxopoB, h npexcae Bcero Mnenna 

lOrocjiaBHH Kax cyBepennoro rocyaapexBa.



51 oSpaTHJi BHHMaHHC Ha TBOH npeflynpexfleHHH OTHOCHTejibHO totobhocth 

HATO saaeiiCTBOBaTb CHJiy. CKaxy npHMo: mm Smjih h SyacM KaxeropHnecKH 

npoTHB 3Toro. Ha KaKOM ocHOBaHHH HATO Sepexca pemaxb cyab6bi napoflOB b 

cyBepeHHbix rocyaapcxBax? Kxo HaaejiHJi ero npaBOM BbiCTynaxb b pojiH 

SjHOCTHxejia nopaaKa?

CoBepmeHHo OHeBHflHo, hto noaoSnaH axHEw HATO ne tojibko copBajia 6m 

neperoBopHMH nponecc, ho h eui,e 6ojibuie ocjioxHHJia CHxyaHHio, noaBCJia 

BajiKaHM Ha rpanb 6ojibmoH bohhm. Kto BosbMex na ce6fl oTBexcTBennocTb sa axo?

Hpouiy xe6a eme pas BSBecHXb Bce nocjieacxBHa nepea xcm, xax npHHHMaxb 

xaKoe pemcHHe, Koxopoe, npaMO CKaxy, Moxex cxaxb pokobmm. He BoeHHbie 

CHenapHH, a npoaojuixccHHe nojiHXHHecKoro nponecca - box eflHHCXBCHHbm Bbixoa 

H3 xynHKa.

Haaeiocb, qxo mm h Bnpezib 6yaeM npoflOJixcaxb xecHO c xo6oii 

BsaHMoaeiicxBOBaxb b paspemennH kocobckoh npo6jieMbi b HHxepecax Mnpa h 

cxa6HJTbHOcxH He xojibKo B pexHOHe, HO H B EBpone b nejioM.

C yBaxenneM,

B.EJlbHHH

r. MocKBa, KpeMJib 

23 Mapxa 1999 roaa
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