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EMBASSY MOSCOW FOR THE AMBASSADOR AND DCM ONLY

STATE FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY TALBOTT AND S/NIS SESTANOVICH :
SUBJECT MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT YELTSIN FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON_

1;' EMBASSY- IS REQUESTED TO DELIVER THE FOLLOWING LETTER TO

APPROPRIATE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL( ) ON FRIDAY, JUNE 4, | L//k/‘

1999, AA COPY OF THE LETTER IS TO BE PROVIDED. TO PRIME MINISTER'
- STEPASHIN’S OFFICE. NO/NO SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW.

2. BEGIN TEXT OF LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON.
'DEAR BORIS,
o ' { .

I JUST RECEIVED 'STROBE TALBOTT’S REPORT FROM COLOGNE, WHERE: HE
TALKED DIRECTLY WITH MARTTI AHTISAARI AND SPOKE BY. PHONE WITH
"VIKTOR STEPANOVICH. 'BY COMBINING THE EFFORTS OF RUSSIA, THE
UNITED STATES AND' EUROPE, WE HAVE TAKEN A MAJOR STEP FORWARD

. TOWARD GETTING BELGRADE TO ACCEPT THE VIEWS. OF THE INTERNATIONAL .
COMMUNITY AND CREATE A REAL CHANCE FOR PEACE. I AM PROUD,

BORIS, THAT THE CORE OBJECTIVES YOU AND I DEVELOPED 'ON THE PHONE

“TOGETHER —— ENDING THE VIOLENCE, RETURNING THE REFUGEES TO THEIR
HOMES WITH SAFETY AND SELF-GOVERNMENT, 'AND RESPECTING

_ YUGOSLAVIA’S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY f*(PROVIDED THE FOUNDATION
FOR THIS INITIATIVE. g

‘OUR CHALLENGE NOW IS TO KEEP WORKING_TOGETHER”IN THE COMING DAYS'
TO MAKE SURE BELGRADE RAPIDLY AND COMPLETELY FULFILLS THE . ‘
COMMITMENTS IT HAS NOW MADE TO US. THERE SHOULD BE NO DELAY IN
BEGINNING A VERIFIABLE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL YUGOSLAV MILITARY,

" POLICE AND PARAMILITARY FORCES’ FROM KOSOVO. - I ALSO HOPE THAT
RUSSIA AND NATO WILL WORK IMMEDIATELY ON THE SPECIFICS OF’ :
.RUSSIA’S PARTICIPATION IN AN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY FORCE, AND

. THAT WE CAN WORK TOGETHER IN THE G-8 AND AT THE 'UN ON A
f'COMPREHENSIVE SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY



- YOUR PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT ONITHIS PROBLEM HAS BEEN AN »
INDISPENSABLE ELEMENT OF THE SUCCESS WE HAVE ACHIEVED SO FAR. I

. BAM GRATEFUL FOR VIKTOR STEPANOVICH’S TIRELESS EFFORTS. I
APPRECIATED AS WELL THE CONSTRUCTIVE CALL I HAD WITH- PRIME

- MINISTER STEPASHIN ON MONDAY. WE HAVE BROUGHT PEACE WITHIN
REACH AND ONCE AGAIN SHOWN WHAT RUSSIAN-AMERICAN PARTNERSHIP CAN
ACHIEVE. I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN COLOGNE ‘

SINCERELY, _
WILLIAM J. CLINTON

END TEXT

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
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APPROPRIATE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL(S) ON FRIDAY, JUNE 4,
.'1999 . A COPY OF THE LETTER IS TO BE PROVIDED TO PRIME MINISTER

-STEPASHIN'S OFFICE. NO/NO SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW

il

2,‘ BEGIN TEXT OF LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON

DEAR BORIS,

I JUST 'RECEIVED STROBE TALBOTT’S REPORT FROM COLOGNE, ‘WHERE HE
TALKED DIRECTLY WITH MARTTI -AHTISAARI AND SPOKE BY PHONE WITH
VIKTOR STEPANOVICH. BY COMBINING THE EFFORTS OF RUSSIA, THE
UNITED STATES AND EUROPE, WE HAVE TAKEN A MAJOR STEP FORWARD .
TOWARD GETTING BELGRADE TO ACCEPT THE VIEWS OF THE 'INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY. AND CREATE A REAL CHANCE FOR PEACE. I AM PROUD, .
BORIS, THAT THE .CORE OBJECTIVES' YOU AND I DEVELOPED ‘ON THE PHONE
3'-TOGETHER -~ ENDING THE VIOLENCE, RETURNING THE REFUGEES TO THEIR
- HOMES WITH SAFETY.AND SELF- GOVERNMENT, AND RESPECTING .
YUGOSLAVIA’S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY -— PROVIDED. THE FOUNDATION

. FOR THIS INITIATIVE

'_TOUR CHALLENGE NOW 1S- TO KEEP WORKING TOGETHER IN ‘THE COMING DAYS
TO MAKE .SURE BELGRADE RAPIDLY AND COMPLETELY FULFILLS THE '
COMMITMENTS IT.HAS NOW MADE TO US. THERE SHOULD BE NO DELAY IN -
BEGINNING A VERIFIABLE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL YUGOSLAV MILITARY,
POLICE AND PARAMILITARY FORCES FROM KOSOVO I ALSO HOPE THAT
'RUSSIA AND NATO WILL WORK IMMEDIATELY ON THE SPECIFICS OF
_RUSSIA’S PARTICIPATION IN AN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY FORCE, AND
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.'THAT WE CAN WORK TOGETHER IN THE G-8 AND AT THE UN ON A
COMPREHENSIVE SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION

‘I YOUR PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT ON THIS PROBLEM HAS BEEN AN

INDISPENSABLE ELEMENT OF THE SUCCESS WE HAVE ACHIEVED SO FAR. I
AM GRATEFUL FOR VIKTOR STEPANOVICH’S TIRELESS EFFORTS. I 2
APPRECIATED AS WELL THE CONSTRUCTIVE CALL I HAD WITH PRIME.
MINISTER STEPASHIN ON MONDAY. = WE HAVE BROUGHT PEACE’WITHIN
REACH AND ONCE AGAIN SHOWN WHAT RUSSIAN-AMERICAN PARTNERSHIP CAN
vACHIEVE "I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING Your IN COLOGNE

SINCERELY
~WILLIAM_J CLINTON
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2. BEGIN TEXT OF LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON
DEAR-BORIS,m

I JUST RECEIVED STROBE TALBOTT’S REPORT FROM COLOGNE, WHERE | HE
TALKED DIRECTLY WITH MARTTI AHTISAART AND SPOKE BY.PHONE WITH
VIKTOR STEPANOVICH. BY COMBINING THE EFFORTS OF RUSSIA, THE
'UNITED STATES AND EUROPE, WE HAVE TAKEN A MAJOR STEP FORWARD'

* TOWARD GETTING BELGRADE TO ACCEPT THE VIEWS OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY AND CREATE A REAL.CHANCE FOR PEACE. I AM PROUD,
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HOMES WITH SAFETY AND SELF-GOVERNMENT, AND RESPECTING = :

".YUGOSLAVIA’S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY - PROVIDED THE FOUNDATION

FOR THIS- INITIATIVE (
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‘-TO MAKE . SURE BELGRADE RAPIDLY AND COMPLETELY FULFILLS THE
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‘WMCOMPREHENSIVE—SECURITY~COUNCIL*RESOLUTION

THAT WE CAN WORK TOGETHER IN THE G-8 AND AT THE UN - ON A-

YOUR PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT ON THIS PROBLEM HAS BEEN AN . o
INDISPENSABLE ELEMENT OF THE SUCCESS WE HAVE ACHIEVED SO FAR I
AM GRATEFUL" FOR' VIKTOR STEPANOVICH’S TIRELESS EFFORTS. I
APPRECIATED AS WELL THE CONSTRUCTIVE CALL I HAD WITH PRIME :
MINISTER STEPASHIN ON MONDAY. WE HAVE BROUGHT PEACE WITHIN g
REACH AND ONCE. AGAIN- SHOWN WHAT RUSSIAN-AMERICAN PARTNERSHIP CAN
ACHIEVE - I LOOK FORWARD TO™ ‘SEEING YOU IN COLOGNE ~

SINCERELY, v L
:WILLIAM J CLINTON o
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