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Michal KOVAC 

(Phonetic; KOHvahch) 

President (since February 1993) 

Addressed as: Mr. President 

As independent Slovakia's first elected president, 
Michal Kovac is actively trying to institute 
democracy and steer his country toward a free 
market economy. US Embassy officials say he sees 
his role as helping to preserve political stability, and, 
in our view, since the fall of 1993 he has used his 
limited constimtional powers to do so: for instance, 
in November 1993 Kovac, who has the power to 
accept or reject ministers, refused to accept fonner 
Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar's nominee for 
privatization ministei ^ ^ ^ ^ 

1.4c, 1.4d 
lixercismg ms preroganve to submit 

legislation to the parliament, in early December 
1993 he proposed an amendment to a law that would 
allow southem towns with large Hungarian 
minorities to use both Slovak and Hungarian in the 
names of their towns to ease tensions. In February 
1994 Kovac refused the resignation of Meciar's 
rival and then Foreign Minister Jozef Moravcik, 
maintaining that Meciar had to find an acceptable 
replacement for the Foreign Minister first 

Career Data 

As a loyal apparatchik, Kovac was successful in 
the old Communist system He graduated from 
the Bratislava School of Economics in 1954 and 
worked there as an assistant for a year. From 1956 
until 1971 he was assigned to the regional institute 
of the Czechoslovak State Bank. He lectured at 
Cuba's central banking school from 1964 until 
1965, and he was deputy director of a Czechoslovak 
bank in London during 1967-69. Kovac, who was a 
strong supporter of then head of the Communist 
Party Alexander Dubcek during the late 1960s, 
disapproved of the 1968 Soviet invasion of 

EO 13526 1.4c, 3.5c 

SLOVAKIA 

The Presidential Couple 

Kovac and his wife, Emilia, a professor at 
the Bratislava Economics University, are 
highly popular in Slovakia. Public opinion 
polls rate Kovac as the most trustworthy 
politician in the country, and he gets high 
marks for his willingness to meet with 
delegates from various districts to hear their 

EO 13526 1.4 =, 1.4d 

Emilia Kovac is 
frequently feen shopping at the K-Mart in 
Bratislava. Although she does not appear to 
Q . . . . I . r m ^ . r w v . ( . ^ v . - . . ^ , — 

interest in her husband's career. 

EO 13526 1.4c, 1.4d 

3.5c 

Czechoslovakia and rebelled against the subsequent 
normalization campaign; he was then demoted to a 
lesser post in the Bratislava city office,̂  3.5c 
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In December 1989 Kovac was named Minister of 
Finance in the first postrevolutionary Slovak 
Govemment. He was elected deputy to the Federal 
Assembly in June 1990 as a candidate from the 
Public Against Violence (VPN) movement. After 
the VPN split, he joined the HZDS—led by then 
Slovak Republic Prime Minister Meciar—in April 
1991. In May Kovac resigned from the Finance 
Ministry to protest Meciar's removal from the 
republic prime-ministership. Kovac was named 
HZDS deputy chairman in June. He was reelected 
in the June 1992 federal elections and became 
parliamentary speaker; he held this post until 
31 December 1992, when the federal parliament 
ceased to exist. Kovac represented his country in 
the United States in May of 1993 for the opening of 
the Holocaust museum. 3.5c 

Personal Notes 

Kovac was bom on 5 August 1930 in Lubisa, east 
Slovakia. He does not speak English. He and his 
wife have two grown sons, and their older son is 
studying for an MBA at the London Business 
School. 3.5c 

28 March 1994 
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Arpad GONCZ 
(Phonetic: gooniz) 

EO 13526 1.4c, 1.4d, 3.5c 

HUNGARY 
i jcO t>nfi r.̂  

President (slttdel990) 
!v̂ C' 'fi -v •'• 3 ; 
Addressed as: Mn President' f.': ;;iai"-'̂  

Arpad Goncz, a fonner playwrighi; haŝ tjem. 
affeqtlpnaiely referred to uitlje l̂ itp̂ arit̂ pressjts 
the grandfather, pf his cpuniry, and Ije ctmŝ îitly 
places at or near the top of pybliq pref̂ Ftg}.cfiJ39l̂ . 
To hi$ countryn\Qn, th|.s former pQlitl(;al̂ s{).ô ?j 
(1957.r63) is a symbol of tho§e HungariMJS.ji{/hQ;,, 
suffered ;or their participation' in the tjprisjng... 
against Commimist rule in 1956. 

As President, GonQz has ,emiflQy?i5Uiis., tx 
moral authority to weigh in on puJ)licpoHcy. ;.-̂ ,b 
matters that he deems essential-^r.injyiiqv*^ 
Hungary's continufng democc»tlz?tion,.'-l?ftr:- -•.\ 
instance, he has strongly criticized the 
government's efforts to control the state owned 
media as tmhealthy. Goncz will oversee a national 
election In May 1994 occasioned by the death of 
Prime Minister Joszef Antall In December 1993. 
He has told the press that, in a maturing ' 
democracy, the second election ts usually more 
Important than the first 3.5c 

A founding member of the Alliance of Free 
Democrats (SZDSZ), Goncz was nominated for the 
presidency by the late Antall as part of an intricate 
deal engineered to forge a better woridng 
relationship between the nillng Htmgarian 
Democratic Fonim (MDF) the S2DSZ> 

1.4c i.4d In return for 
SZDSZ concessions, whicn tacmiated tiie 
coalition's ability to pass important legislation, 
Antall gave the SZDSZ a say in some government 
appointments and a role In restnicturlng the 
Hungarian media. Goncz had not btfen prominent 
in party affairs before he was nominated for the 
presidency. He has since reUnqulsiied his SZDSZ 
membership in what was widely seen in the press 
as a gesture to tmderline his determination to 
remain above party politics. Nevertheless, Goncz 

gnriafl! ol -! .ii*'" 
•)I^^t^.• 0 .. JI ru;.i. 
ll'' . ]'. 

ort' r.> i«i>' • •f' v!*:.'. . i • 

tias oĉ iaslonally made pr ŝ statements that have 
hean attactouLby the goverdng coalition parties as 
ŷ atanjly.pflrtisan.' 3.5c 

Dĵ r̂inining tJhe president's Place 

1.4c, 1.4d jress reports indicate that 
Goncz chafes at constitutional ambiguities 
.̂ striqtiî g |ii§ pgŝ ition .anci tiiat he had been 
fojjtrgtcd.by.ABt^'^iffort to limit presidential 
•aoQioritY>-.f~ i •4c. i .4d |iis training 
S3 ̂ ^ ( ^ J ^ f ^ ? ^ ^ ^ ^ staunch advocate of 
j(^^j^(^,d«npcracy; he has often said 
'p}l^ydf4^ ̂  ? Tcwistitutional" president and 
feeljiit.^ flu.ty,Jo be tiie conscience of the 
govemî sr̂ '. .T ĉ .Budapest press chronicled In 

. j<;̂ ,Qflipc;?'s..bJit̂ .>viai Antall over tiie 
Pi^idgits ieigajjplc.liî oveiseeing the mOitaiy; 
p̂pQlnting ?ui)4 <)|snvwiing government officials; 

and, in generâ , maintaining Oie presidency as part 
of a democratic system of checks and isalances. 

1.4c, 1.4d y 1991 Constitutional Court 
niling dealing wlUi the scope of presidential and 
prime-ministerial powers was tiworetical and 
vague enough to allow both adversaries to fed 
vindicated, but It widened tiic rift between flie two 
men that persisted until Goncz's rapprochement 
with Antall'on his deatiibed, in which he presented 
his nld wifli Hungary's Wriest honor. 

3.5c 

Foreign Policy Priorities 

Goncz has told tiie press tiial Hungary's top 
foreign policy priority Is winning fiill EU 
membership and gaining access to West European 
maitets, achievements he views as crucial to tiie 
rebuilding of his country's economy. He supports 
his country's eventual admission to NATO 

EO 13526 1.4c, 1.4d 
e has also 
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emphasized his conviction that tiie key to lasting 
peace is resolution of tiie treatment of ethnic 
minorities, saying, "If Europe can solve tills 
problem, then it can solve any problem In the 
future." For his part, Goncz has reached out to 
Hungarian Jewish and Gvpsv minorities In his 
tenure as President 

EO 13526 1.4c, 1.4d, 3.5c 

Early Life and Career 

Goncz, who was bom in Budapest on 10 
February 1922, earned a doctorate of laws in 1944. 
He later fought In Hungary's anti-Nazi resistance 
and, foUowing the Communist takeover In 1948, 
became a laborer. During Iiis imprisonment Goncz 
niasteiied̂  English bylrahslating Wi -
CiiiiJiiiin̂ 'wardM^ fbr his Communist 

6rs?'*Ha was itlei&d in 1963 and found work 
as a'tfjknslatoi i.4c, i.4d [hehas 
tfa&jfife3 '•'an entire bodkcase" of American 
Utefttiii?; ihcltidlhg fonner President Bushes 
miolAog^i^y'lookfrig Fonvard. 3.5c 

'GdnS'and his \friffe own i .4c, i .4d 
'an elegant cottage on tne nortnem 1.4c, 1.4d 

shbti£lpf Lake' BdlaCbii;'fah Idyllic spot where fliey 
areniô  ftt hbme,' Goncz is characterizetfi|.4c. 1.4|j 
1.4c, 1.4d iS speaking fluent, if grammaticiOly 
imperiect.kn̂ sh. 'fii'and his wife, Mafia 
Zsuzsaniia, Have fdtir children 3.5c 

28 April 1994 
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Michal KOVAC 

(Phonetic: KOHvahch) 

President (since February 1993) 

Addressed as: Mr. President 

As independent Slovakia's first elected president 
Michal Kovac has used his limited constitutional 
powers to try to preserve political stability and steer 
his country toward greater democracy, in our 
judgment. In November 1993 Kovac, who has the 
power to ratify ministerial appointments, refused 
to accept then Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar's 
nominee for privatization minister, 

SLOVAKIA 

1.4c. 1.4d 
ine louowmg 

month, exercising his prerogative to submit 
legislation to parliament, Kovac proposed an 
amendment to a law to allow southem towns with 
large Hungarian minorities to use both Slovak 
and Hungarian in the names of their towns; the 
amendment was intended to ease tensions. 

In February 1994 1.4c, 1.4d 
Kovac refused Meciar's demand that he accept 
the resijgnation of then Foreign Minister Jozef 
Moravcik, publicly maintaining that Meciar had 
to find an acceptable replacement for the Foreign 
Minister first 

EO 13526 1.4c, 1.4d 

Career Data 

Kovac was apparentiy successful in the old 
Communist system during his early career. He 
graduated from the Bratislava School of Economics 
in 1954 and worked there as an assistant for a year. 
From 1956 until 1971 he was assigned to tiie 
regional instimte of the Czechoslovak State Bank-
He lectured at Cuba's central banking school from 
1964 until 1965, and he was deputy director of a 
Czechoslovak bank in London during 1967-69. 
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Kovac, who during the late 1960s was a strong 
public supporter of then Communist Party head 
Alexander Dubcek, disapproved of the 1968 Soviet 
invasion of Czechoslovakia and rebelled against 
the subsequent normalization campaign; he was 
subsequentiy demoted to a lesser post in the 
Bratislava city office. 3 5c 

In December 1989 Kovac was named Minister 
of Finance in the first postrevolutionary Slovak 
Govemment He was elected to the Federal 
Assembly in June 1990 as a candidate from the 
Public Against Violence (VPN) movement. After 
the VPN split, he joined the Movement for a 
Democratic Slovakia (HZDS)—led by tiien Slovak 
Republic Prime Minister Meciar—in April 1991. 
The following month Kovac resigned from the 
Finance Ministry to protest Meciar's removal from 
the republic prime-ministership. Kovac was named 
HZDS deputy chairman in June 1991. He was 
reelected to tiie Federal Assembly in June 1992 
and became Speaker, he held this post until 
31 December 1992, when tiie federal parliament 
ceased to exist. Kovac represented his country at 
the opening of the Holocaust Museum in Washington 
in 1993j 3.5c I 
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The Presidential Couple 

Kovac and his wife, Emilia, a professor at 
the Bratislava Economics University, are 
highly popular in Slovakia. Public opinion 
polls rate Kovac as the most trustworthy 
politician in the country, and he gets high 
marks for his willingness to meet with 
delegates from various districts to hear their 
concems and discuss political developments. 
Emilia Kovac is frequently seen shoppine at 
the K-Mart in Bratislava, 

EO 13526 1.4c, 1.4d 

1 
appear to 
strong int 

Although Kovac's wife does i 
get involved in politics, she i 
erest in her husband's career 

lOt 

akes a 
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3.5c 

Personal Notes 

Kovac was bom on 5 August 1930 in Lubisa, 
East Slovakia. He does not speak English. He and 
his wife have two grown sons; their older son is 
studying for an M.p.A. at the London Business 
School, 3.5c 

16 June 1994 
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Arpad GONCZ 

(Phonetic; goontz) 

President (since 1990) 

Addressed as: Mr. President 

Former playwright Arpad Goncz has been 
affectionately referred to in the Hungarian press as 
the grandfadier of his country, and he consistentiy 
places at or near the top of public preference polls. 
To his countrymen, this former pohtical prisoner 
(1957-63) is a symbol of those Hungarians who 
suffered for their participation in the uprising against 
Communist rule in 1956. 

EO 13526 1.4c 

As 
President, Goncz has employed his moral authority 
to weigh in on public policy matters that he deems 
essential—or injurious—to Hungary's continuing 
democratization. For instance, he strongly criticized 
the former government's efforts to control the state-
owned media, calling such action "unhealthy" 
Goncz recentiy oversaw the national election in 
May, which saw the reemergence of the left into 
power 3.5c 

A founding member of the Alliance of Free 
Democrats (SZDSZ), Goncz was nominated for tiie 
presidency by the late Prime Minister Joszef Antall 
as part of an intricate deal engineered to forge a 
better working relationship between the Hungarian 
Democratic Forum (MDF) and the SZDSZ, 

In retum for 1.4c, 1.4d 
SZDSZ concessions, which facilitated the coalition's 
ability to pass important legislation, Antall gave the 
SZDSZ a say in some govemment appointments and 
a role in restructuring the Hungarian media. Goncz 
had not been prominent in party affairs before he 
was nominated for the presidency. He has since 
relinquished his SZDSZ membership—which was 
widely seen in the press as a gesture to underline 
his determination to remain above party politics. 
Nevertheless, Goncz has occasionally made press 
statements that have been attacked by the governing 
coalition parties as blatantiy partisan 

HUNGARY 

Determining the President's Place 

1.4c, 1.4d 5ress reports indicate that Goncz 
chates at constimtional ambiguities restricting his 
position and that he had been frustrated by AntaU's 
effort to limit presidential authority^ l .4c, 1.4d 
1.4c, 1.4d |his training as a lawyer has made him 

a staunch advocate of constimtional democracy; he 
has often said publicly tiiat he is a "constitutional" 
president and feels it his duty to be the conscience 
of the govemment The Budapest press chronicled 
in detail Goncz's batties with Antall over the 
president's legal role in overseeing tiie military; 
appointing and dismissing govemment officials; and, 
in general, maintaining the presidency as part of 
a democratic system of checks and balancesi|.4c, 1.4p 

^ a 1991 Constimtional Court 1.4c, 1.4d 
ruling on the scope of presidential and prime-
ministerial powers was theoretical and vague enough 
to allow both adversaries to feel vindicated; however, 
it widened the rift between the two men that lasted 
until Goncz's reconciliation with Antall on his 
deathbed. At that meeting Goncz presented his old 
friend witii Hungary's highest honor] 3 5c 

3.5c 
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Foreign Policy Priorities 

Goncz has told the press that Hungary's top 
foreign policy priority is wirming full EU member­
ship and gaining access to West European markets, 
achievements he views as cmcial to the rebuilding 
of his country's economy. He supports his country's 
eventual admission to NATC 

EO 13526 1.4c, 1.4d 

He has also emphasized his conviction that the 
key to lasting peace is resolution of the treatment 
of ethnic minorities: "If Europe can solve this 
problem, then it can solve any problem in the 
fumre." For his part, Goncz has reached out to 
Hungarian Jewish and Gypsy minorities during 
his tenure as President. 

EO 13526 1.4c, 1.4d, 3.5c 

Early Life and Career 

Goncz was bom in Budapest on 10 Febmary 
1922. He earned a doctorate of laws in 1944. Goncz 
later fought in Hvmgary's anti-Nazi resistance and, 
following the Communist takeover in 1948, became 
a laborer. During his imprisonment, Goncz mastered 
English by translating Winston Churchill's wartime 
memoirs for his Communist captors. He was released 
in 1963 and found^work as a translatoi 1.4c, 1.4d 

1.4c, 1.4d fie has translated "an entire 
bookcase" of American literature, including former 
President Bush's autobiognqjhy. Looking Forward. 

3.5c 

as Goncz is characterized! 1.4c, 1.4d 
speaking fluent if gramniatically impertect, 
EngUsh. He and his wife, Maria Zsuzsanna, own 

1.4c, 1.4d ^ elegant cottage 
on Uie normeni shore ot Lake balaton, an idyllic 
spot where thev are most at home. The couple has 
four children. 3.5c 

16 June 1994 
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