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September 13, 1995

Your Excellency,

I have the honor to convey to you herewith the text of the personal 
message from President of the Republic of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko on 

the occasion of the tragic incident which happened in Belarus on September 12, 
1995.

Please accept, Your Excellency, my own sincere condolences on this sad 

and tragic occasion and the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 

President of the United States 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.

Respectfully,

Serguei N. Martynov



ripa3iff3HT
P3cny6jiiKiBeJiapycb

Mhhck, 13 ccHT>i6pH 1995 roAa

YBA^KAEMblft rOCnO^HH ^PE3H;^EHT,

C rjiy6oKHM coacajicHHeM a ysnaji o tom, hto 12 ceHTJi6p5 1995 ro^a 

B peayjiBxaxe aBnaiiHOHHoro npoHcmecroiw Ha xeppuxopHH Pecny6jinKH 

Bejiapyct norH6jiH 2 rpajKAaiiHHa CoeflHHCHHbix UlxaxoB Amcphkh.
hpHMMxe ox MCHa jiHXHO H OX Moexo HapoAa rnydoKHe cojKajreHHa 

no noBOAy CJiynHsmeroca HiinHneHxa, tioBJiCKinero HejiOBenecKHe )Kepxabi. 
no3BOJibxe nepcAaxb xaK>Ke moh HCKpeHHMe coSojiesHosaHHa ceMhsiM h
pOACTBeHHHKaM nOFHCuiHX.

a<Jr

npesHACHTy CocAHHeHHbix lUxaxoB AMepHKH
yWJlbilMy A)K..KJTHHTOHy



Unofficial translation 

Minsk
September 13, 1995

Dear Mr. President,

I learned with a feeling of deep regret that two citizens of the United 

States of America died on the territory of the Republic of Belarus on September 

12, 1995 in an air incident.
Please accept, on my own behalf and on behalf of my people, deep 

condolences on the occasion of the incident which lead to the loss of life. Please 

convey also my sincere condolences to the families and relatives of those who 

perished.

/signed/
Aleksandr Lukashenko

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 

President of the United States
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRE 

FROM: ANTHONY

SUBJECT:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 14, 1995

ENT * ^0

Condolence Letter from Belarus President 
Lukashenko

The attached letter from President Lukashenko expresses his 
personal and political condolences on the death of two U.S. 
citizens whose hot-air balloon was downed in southwestern Belarus 
on the night of September 12/13.

Fifteen piloted balloons started a race from Switzerland on 
September 9. The association sponsoring the event had filed and 
cleared flight plans with all effected European countries, 
including Belarus. A unit of the Belarusian air force 
intercepted one of the balloons as it entered that country's 
airspace. A short time later, a Belarusian helicopter was 
dispatched to the scene; according to officials in Minsk, the 
helicopter crew attempted to establish contact with the balloon 
but to no avail. As the balloon drifted over a military 
installation, air defense officials issued the command to shoot 
it down. A search team found the two dead Americans as they 
examined the wreckage. Two other balloons with U.S. citizens on 
board landed safely at two different Belarusian sites.

Belarus attributes the 24-hour delay in notifying Embassy Minsk 
to Lukashenko's absence from the country until late September 12. 
We are concerned that the delay stemmed from an attempt to 
construct a story around the events; our intelligence indicates 
that, within a total of two minutes, the helicopter located and 
identified the balloon, received instructions to shoot, and 
confirmed destroying it.

Chip Blacker and State's Jim Collins stressed to Belarusian 
Ambassador Martynov on September 13 that to avoid complicating 
bilateral relations Belarus must be forthright in detailing the 
actual sequence of events and assume promptly appropriate 
responsibility for the loss of life. Anything less, they 
stressed, will recall to American minds the Soviet mishandling of 
the downing of Korean Airlines Flight 007 in 1983. Our Charge in 
Minsk conveyed a very similar message to Deputy Foreign Minister 
Tsepkala.
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As of 6:00 p.m. EDT September 13, the families had not been 
notified, pending final confirmation of the identity of the two 
deceased.

Attachments
Tab A Letter from Ambassador Martynov
Tab B Condolence Letter from President Lukashenko

■TOP
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September 13, 1995

Your Excellency,

I have the honor to convey to you herewith the text of the personal 
message from President of the Republic of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko on 

the occasion of the tragic incident which happened in Belarus on September 12, 
1995.

Please accept, Your Excellency, my own sincere condolences on this sad 

and tragic occasion and the assurances of my highest consideration.

Respectfully,

Serguei N. Martynov
His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 

President of the United States 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.



Unofficial translation 

Minsk
September 13, 1995

Dear Mr. President,

I learned with a feeling of deep regret that two citizens of the United 

States of America died on the territory of the Republic of Belarus on September 

12, 1995 in an air incident.
Please accept, on my own behalf and on behalf of my people, deep 

condolences on the occasion of the incident which lead to the loss of life. Please 

convey also my sincere condolences to the families and reladves of those who 

perished.

/signed/
Aleksandr Lukashenko

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 

President of the United States



np3 3ifl3HT
P3cny6jiiKiBej[apycb

Mhhck, 13ccHT;i0pH 1995ro;ta

YBA^KAEMblft rOCnO/(HH nPESH^IEHT,

C rjiy6oKMM coacajicmicM x y3Haji o tom, tto 12 ccHT;i6p5i 1995 ro^a 

B peayjibTaxe aBHaiwoHHoro npoHCUiecriBiui Ha TeppwTopHH Pecny6mncn 

Eejiapycb norndjiH 2 qpaTKmumna CoemneHtibix UlraTOB Amophkh.
flpMMMTC OT MCHB JIH^HO H OT MOCrO HapO^a rjiy60KHe COBCajieHHJI 

no noBOAy cjiyHHBineroca HiiimncHra, tioBJiCKinero HCjroBeqecKHe ^Keprabi. 
IT03B0JXbTC nqiCOaTb TOKSKC MOH HCKpeHHHC Co6oJZe3HOBaHHjl CeMhJiM M
poACi^eHHHKaM nonf6imix.

Or. A

npC3H;iCHTy COCJHHCHHLIX IIlTaTOB A.ViqJHJCH
y PIJTbilMy m.. KJTHHTOHy
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D C. 20506

September 13, 1995

6799

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

CO IT BLACKEI^ ■ (iW 

CARLOS PASCUAL^ .

Condolence Letter from Belarus President 
Lukashenko

The memorandum at Tab I summarizes current information on events 
surrounding the killing of two U.S. citizens when their hot air 
balloon was shot down in western Belarus. Tab A to the 
memorandum is a letter from Ambassador Martynov to the President, 
Tab B is a letter from President Lukashenko conveying his 
condolences.

RECOMMENDATION ■

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Information Memorandum to the President

Tab A Letter from Ambassador Martynov to the President 
Tab B Letter from President Lukashenko to the President

DECLASSIFIED 
PER E.0.13526
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3/Uj^Xo\^ KBH
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Declassify on: OADR
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Steve -- we can close out al! 
correspondence with Kuchma

the outstanding presidential 
id Lukashenko.

The President received tbfree letters from Lukashenko, not two as 
indicated by the trackmg. system. We have agreed with State that 
the President should respond to these letters as it is highly 
likely that they woi^d be misused by Lukashenko to portray a 
"close relationship' with the President of the Lfnited States. We 

have verbally coiraminicated to Belarusian officials our responses 
to the various i:)olicy issues they have raised with us.

The two Kuchrt^ letters have been addressed by a letter from Vice 
President Gcpe to Kuchma (which I have attached). This is 
appropriatpgiven the new Kuchma-Gore Commission. We, at some 
point, ne^ to gin up a letter from the President to Kuchma to 
show tha^that relationship still exists, but it should not be 

driven bv the Kuchma letters we have received.
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ACTION

MEMORANDUM. FOR ANTHONA LAKE

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

STEVE FIBER 

CARLOS PASCUAL

The memorandum at Tab I recommei esidential message to
President Lukashenko of Belarus onse to two letters, one
on a nuclear weapons free zone,\ er on recent political ■
developments in Belarus.

Concurrence by:

October 11, 1996

PresidentiaJ\ Response to Belarusian PresJ 
Lukashenko

Dan Fried, JeShn Schmidt, Ki Fort

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum/to the\President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Messag^^to Lukashenko 

Tab B Incoming Letters
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE

SUBJECT: Response to Belarusian President Lukashenko

Purpose

To respond to two letters from President Lukashenko.

Background

Lukashenko has written to you twice, once to propose the creation 
of a nuclear weapons free zone in Europe, the second time to 
rationalize his increased authoritarianism as a necessary step 
for democracy.

Nuclear Weapons Free Zone. Both Belarus and Ukraine have 
publicly advocated a nuclear weapons free zone in Europe, 
underscoring their decision to relinquish nuclear weapons on 
their territory. Ukraine completed all of its nuclear transfers; 
Belarus still has eighteen SS-25s scheduled for removal this 
year. NATO Secretary General Solana has written to the 
Belarusian and Ukrainian foreign ministers, highlighting NATO's 
reduced nuclear arsenal and the conclusions of the NATO 
enlargement study ("no a priori requirement" for deployments in 
new members). Your letter to Lukashenko folds Solana's points 
into a broader explanation of our strategy for peace and 
stability in an undivided Europe.

Constitutional Authoritarianism. Since August, Lukashenko and 
the Belarusian parliament have been pitted in conflict over 
Lukashenko's proposed referendum to amend the constitution. 
Lukashenko wants to extend his term to ten years while creating a 
new upper parliamentary chamber stacked with presidential 
appointees. He has silenced press coverage of the opposition 
and, earlier in the spring, he violently suppressed public 
demonstrations against his integration treaty with Russia. 
Lukashenko's economic policies have taken Belarus to the brink of 
financial crisis.

H=P>NFTDFNTXAL.
Reason: 1.5(b),(d)
Declassify On: 10/11/06 mmm

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff



-CONFIDENTIMr ■eeNFiepftt
All attempts at compromise have failed — despite good faith 
efforts by parliamentary speaker Sharetsky and attempts by 
Chernomyrdin and Yeltsin to reign Lukashenko in. Most recently, 
a parliamentary petition purportedly endorsing most of 
Lukashenko's proposals fell apart when an alleged consensus 
failed the test of a parliamentary vote. The head of the 
constitutional court called the compromise "a castration of the 
parliament and the constitutional court." The next round of 
battle will likely be the weekend of October 18, when Lukashenko 
will convene a Soviet-style Congress to take his views directly 
to the people. The opposition has called for its own 
demonstration the same day. If the past is any indication, we 
may see violence.

Your letter to Lukashenko seeks to get him to think again before 
taking actions the weekend of October 18 that will further 
isolate Belarus from the international community. Before your 
letter is delivered, the State Department will issue a strong 
statement on principles of democracy and human rights which we 
expect Belarus to follow. Our experience with Lukashenko 
suggests that he will not listen to direct criticism. Your 
letter appeals to Lukashenko to adhere to the democratic 
principles Belarus has espoused as a member of OSCE, while 
leaving no doubt that the current course of political suppression 
will simply entrench Belarus' isolation.

We considered the risk of your letter to Lukashenko being miscast 
to the public and whether to hold off your response until after 
the events of October 18. I am recommending that you send your 
letter because of the overriding need to try to steer Lukashenko 
away from increased confrontation. (NOTE: IF WE SEND THIS
FORWAEiD, STEVE NEEDS TO TALK THIS THROUGH WITH STROBE'.!!)

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the message to President Lukashenko at Tab A. 

Approve ________________

Disapprove 

Attachments
Tab A Message to Lukashenko 
Tab B Incoming Letters
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:COMFIDDNTIftfc CONFIDENT 6141

AMBASSADOR OR CHARGE SHOULD PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
PRESIDENT CLINTON TO PRESIDENT LUKASHENKO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
THERE WILL BE NO SIGNED ORIGINAL.

(BEGIN TEXT)

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

LET ME TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REPLY TO YOUR LETTERS REGARDING 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN BELARUS AND THE ISSUE OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS IN EUROPE.

THE UNITED STATES HAS LED THE WEST IN SUPPORTING THE HISTORIC 
TRANSITION FROM COMMUNISM TO MARKET DEMOCRACY IN CENTRAL AND 
EASTERN EUROPE. OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO ELIMINATE THE IMPOSED COLD 
WAR DIVISIONS OF THE REGION TO CREATE A NEW, UNITED EUROPE. THIS 
VISION OF UNITY UNDERLIES AMERICA'S SUPPORT FOR NATO ENLARGEMENT. 
JUST AS NATO ANCHORED WESTERN EUROPEAN STABILITY AFTER WORLD WAR 
II, SO A GROWING AND EVOLVING NATO -- OPEN TO ALL EMERGING 
DEMOCRACIES WHICH SHARE OUR VALUES — CAN PROVE A BASIS FOR 
EUROPEAN STABILITY AND INTEGRATION IN THE POST-COLD WAR ERA.

CAREFUL ATTENTION HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE ISSUE OF NUCLEAR 
DEPLOYMENTS. WE APPLAUD BELARUS' DECISION TO RENOUNCE NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS AND TO ACCEDE TO THE NPT AS A NON-NUCLEAR WEAPONS STATE. 
AS DEPUTY SECRETARY TALBOTT RECENTLY REVIEWED WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER SENKO, NATO IS ALSO CHANGING. NATO HAS REDUCED ITS 
LAND-BASED NUCLEAR STOCKPILE BY OVER 80 PERCENT SINCE 1991, AND 
FURTHER REDUCTIONS ARE COMING. LOOKING AHEAD, NATO'S STUDY ON 
ENLARGEMENT CONCLUDED THAT "THERE IS NO A PRIORI REQUIREMENT FOR 
THE STATIONING OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS ON THE TERRITORY OF NEW 
MEMBERS." IN THIS CONTEXT, THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT SEE A NEED 
FOR A NUCLEAR WEAPONS FREE ZONE IN EUROPE.

I WOULD ALSO STRESS THAT THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PRACTICES OF 
EACH EUROPEAN COUNTRY, INCLUDING BELARUS, ARE AS CRUCIAL TO 
REGIONAL STABILITY AS EUROPE'S EVOLVING SECURITY ARCHITECTURE.
ONE OF THE KEY CONCLUSIONS OF OSCE'S DECEMBER 1994 BUDAPEST 
CONFERENCE, IN WHICH WE BOTH PARTICIPATED, WAS THAT "HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, THE RULE OF LAW AND DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS ARE THE FOUNDATIONS OF PEACE AND SECURITY." THE 
CONFERENCE ALSO AFFIRMED THAT "FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IS A HUMAN 
RIGHT AND A BASIC COMPONENT OF A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY," AND THAT 
"INDEPENDENT AND PLURALISTIC MEDIA ARE ESSENTIAL TO A FREE AND 
OPEN SOCIETY AND ACCOUNTABLE SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT."

MR. PRESIDENT, THIS IS A CRUCIAL TIME FOR BELARUS TO DEMONSTRATE 
ITS COMMITMENT TO THESE PRINCIPLES. THE UNITED STATES AND MANY 
OTHER COUNTRIES ARE GRAVELY CONCERNED ABOUT BELARUS' MOVEMENT
GQ^HP-IDENTIAL-
Classified by Anthony Lake 
Reason: 1.5(b), (d)
Declassify on: 10/11/96 CONriDMUl.

DECLASSIFIED 
PER E.0.13526

K8H
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AWAY FROM THE COMMUNITY OF EUROPEAN NATIONS. IF BELARUS 
CONTINUES ITS CURRENT COURSE, THE ISOLATION OF YOUR NATION WILL 
BE FURTHER ENTRENCHED. POLITICAL SUPPRESSION AND CONFLICT WILL 
MAKE MATTERS WORSE.

I HOPE BELARUS WILL TAKE PROMPT, MEANINGFUL STEPS TO (RE)AFFIRM 
ITS COMMITMENT TO A DEMOCRATIC FUTURE.

SINCERELY,

BILL CLINTON

(END TEXT)

CONFIDENTIMr

mmmt
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Embassy cfthe Republic 

cf Belarus
to the United States cf America

1619 New H^pshiie Avenue; N.W, • Washington, D,C 20009 
Phone; (202) 986-1604 • Fax: (202) 986-1805

September 6, 1996

Dear Mr. Pifer,

Please find enclosed herewith the original personal letter from President 
of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko to President of the United 

States Bill Clinton.
Please accept, Mr. Pifer, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mr. Steve Pifer
Special Assistant to the President and 

Senior Director for Russian, Ukrainian 

and Eurasian Affairs 

National Security Council 
Washington, D.C. 20504

Respectfully,

Igor F. Shmygov 

Charge d'Affaires a.i.



Unofficial translation 
Minsk
August 19, 1996

Dear Mr. President,

My addressing You personally has been dietated by my desire to inform You 
and, through You, the American people of social, economic and political 
transformation in the Republic of Belarus. I do this being convinced in our mutual 
interest in developing relations of partnership and cooperation between our states.

I wish to inform You that the Republic of Belarus continues to adhere to the 
course of economic reform, democratic transformation and the setting up of a state 
based on law which guarantees human rights, personal freedoms and security for its 
citizens.

Belarus is one of a few CIS states which managed, despite objective 
difficulties, to ensure civil accord, stability and peace. However, moving along the 
road of reform, our country has also encountered significant difficulties. It has not 
been possible to work out a coordinated approach of political parties towards a variety 
of problems of principle. In such cases we resort to a referendum as basic democratic 
constitutional means of ascertaining the opinion of the people.

This time, constitutional reform is submitted as a referendum issue. Our 
Constitution, adopted in 1994, has a number of shortcomings. Irregularities in the 
distribution of powers between executive, legislative and judicial branches were 
pointed out hack in 1995 as a main drawback during the reviewing of the Constitution 
by the Council of Europe.

Having analyzed the difficulties which came up in the course of democratic 
transformation of the state institutions and having carefully studied the practice of 
parliamentary democracy in the countries of Western and Eastern Europe, the United 
States, Canada and other countries, we have become convinced in the 
necessity of introducing such amendments into the Constitution which would provide 
Belarus with an opportunity to have a professional Parliament. This will bring an 
internal structure of the Parliament and its functions into accord with new democratic 
institutions of our society.

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States of America



or course, I will make no secret of the fact that the idea to hold a referendum 
has attracted complicated reaction from various strata of our society. There are public 
movements and forces which wish to use the existing situation to present in a false 
light both these measures and the very essence of the referendum.

Proceeding from the above, I consider it my duty to inform You of the genuine 
purpose of the constitutional reform and to confirm allegiance of the Republic of 
Belarus and my own allegiance of the nation's President to the policies of reform, 
democratic transformation, peaceful intentions in foreign policy and strict adherence to 
observing international legal norms.

I wish to draw Your attention to the fact, that since the proclamation of 
independence in 1991 the Republic of Belarus has repeatedly confirmed its 
unconditional adherence to common human values and international standards in the 
area of human rights. This is exactly what the forthcoming constitutional 
transformation in our country is aimed at. Availing myself of this opportunity, I also 
wish to note that we are sincerely interested in expanding and deepening 
comprehensive cooperation between our states and in establishing political dialogue at 
the highest level.

I believe, that during Your staying in the Republic of Belarus You have 
become convinced in our people's striving for peace, equal partnership and mutually 
beneficial cooperation with other states. The Republic of Belarus seeks to understand 
the problems of other nations and peoples. But it also counts on others to try and 
understand its own problems as well.

I will be grateful to You, Mr. President, for understanding and support of our 
policies and actions. The people of Belarus and I as the President will never forget 
this and will highly appreciate it as very important at a difficult time of transition.

1 wish to assure You, that this referendum will be held under strict observation 
of legislation and with international practice taken into account. We w'ill invite 
international observers and will create all conditions for their work. Our Embassy in 
the United States is ready to provide exhaustive information on all issues of the 
forthcoming referendum, which might be of interest to the American public.

Let me wish prosperity to the people of the United States of America and to 
You personally.

Sincerely,

/ signed /

Alexander Lukashenko
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Ilacojihcmea PscnydjiiKi 
Eejiapycb

y SjiynaHbix Ulmamax AMephini

Embassy of the Republic 

of Belarus
to the United States of America

1619 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. • Washington, D.C. 20009 
Phone: (202) 986-1604 • Fax: (202) 986-1805

September 6, 1996

Dear Mr. Pifer,

Please find enclosed herewith the original personal letter from President 
of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko to President of the United 

States Bill Clinton.
Please accept, Mr. Pifer, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Respectfully,

Igor F. Shmygov 

Charge d'Affaires a.i.

Mr. Steve Pifer
Special Assistant to the President and 

Senior Director for Russian, Ukrainian 

and Eurasian Affairs 

National Security Council 
Washington, D.C. 20504



ripeSHACHT
Pecny6jiHKH Bejiapycb

Mhhck, 19 aerycTa 1996 ro^a

FocnoaHH ripesH^eHT!

Moe jiHHHoe o6pameHHe k BaM npoaHKToeaHO cxpcMJieHHeM 

npoHH4)opMHpoBaTb Bac h b BameM jiHue aMepuKaHCKHil Hapoa o 

couHajTbHO-aKOHOMHHecKHX H nojTHTHHecKHX npeo6pa30BaHPiax B 

Pecny6jiHKe Bejiapycb. ^ aejiaio 3to c ySexateHHCM bo B3aHMHoft 
3aHHTepecoBaHHOCTH B pa3BHTHH oTHOuieHHH napTHcpcTBa H 

coxpyaHHHecTBa Me)Kjiy naiiiHMH cxpaHaiviH.
Xony coo6mHXb BaM, mxo Pecny6jiHKa Bejiapycb npo^ojixcaex 

ocxaBaxbCB BepHoil xypcy SKOHOMHHecKHX pec}3opM, aeMOKpaxuMecKHx 

npeo6pa30BaHHH h cxpoHxejibcxBa npaBOBoro rocy^apcxBa, b KOxopoM 

xapaHXHpoBaHbi npaBa nejiOBeKa, CBoSoaa jihhhocxh h 6e3onacHocxb 

xpa^aH.
Bejiapycb - oflHa h3 hcmhoxhx cxpan CHF, KOxopoH, HecMOxpa Ha 

Bce o6xeKXHBHbie xpyuHOcxH, yj^ajiocb o6ecneMHXb xpaxgiaHCKoe 

cnoKOHCxBHe, cxa6HJibHOcxb h MHp. Ho H B HauieH cxpane nBHxceHHe no 

nyxH pe(|)opM cxajiKHBaexca co xnaHHxejibHbiMH xpyuHocxBMH. Ho 

uejiOMy p^xiy npHHHHHHajibHbix BonpocoB ne yuaexca flo6HXbca 

coxjiacoBaHHoro nojixojia nojiHXHnecKHX napxHH. B axHx cjiynaax mm 

npHSeraeM k pecjicpennyMy kbk ocHOBHOMy neMOKpaxHnecKOMy 

KOHCXHxyuHOHHOMy cpcflcxBy BbiacHCHHa MHeHHH Hapofla.

Ero npeeocxojiHTejibCTBy 

FocnojiHHy BmiJiy KjiHHXOHy,
IIpesHaeHTy
CoeflHHCHHblX lUxaTOB AMepHKH
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Ha 3T0T pas Ha pe(|)epeHflyM blihochtch Bonpoc KOHCTHxyuHOHHOH 

pe(|)OpMbi. Hama KoHCTHiyuHa, npHmiTaa b 1994 rofly, HMeex paa 

HeflocxaiKOB. Ha maBHbiH hs hhx - HepaBHOMepHOCxb hojihomohhh 

HCnOJIHHXeJTbHOH, SaKOHOflaxeJTbHOH H Cyae6HOH BeXBCH BJiaCXH 6bU10 

yKasaHO eme bo BpcMH peueHSHpoBaHHii KoHcxHxyuHH b CoBexe EBponbi 
B 1995 rojiy.

HpoanajiHSHpoBaB xpy^HocxH, BOSHHKaBmHe b xo^ie 

acMOKpaxHHecKHx npeo6pasoBaHHH rocyaapcxBeHHbix HHCXHxyxoB, 
BHHMaxejibHO HsyHHB npaxxHKy napjiaivieHxcKOH aeMOKpaxHH b cxpaHax 
SanaaHOH h Bocxohhoh EBponbi, CHIA, Kanaae h apyrax rocyaapcxBax, 
MbI y6eflHJlHCb B Heo6xOflHMOCXH BHeceHHH B KoHCXHXyUHK) HOnpaBOK, 
Koxopbie aanH 6bi bosmoxchocxb hmoxb b BejiapycH npoi^eccHOHajibHbm 

napjiaMeHx. 3xo npHBcaex BHyxpeHmoio cxpyxxypy napjiaMOHxa h ero 

4)yHKHHH B COOXBCXCXBHe C HOBbIMH j^CMOKpaXHHeCKHMH HHCXHXyxaMH 

Hamero o6mecxBa.
Kohchho, He CKpoK), Hxo HflCH p6(|)epeHflyMa BbiSBana k ce6e 

HeoflHOSHaMHoe oxHomenne b pasjiHHHbix cjioax o6mecxBa. Ecxb 

o6mecxBeHHbie aBHXceHHa h chjibi, Koxopbie xoxax BOcnoubsoBaxbca 

cjio)KHBmeHC5i CHxyauHeH h npejicxaBHXb b jioxchom CBexe xax 3xh Mepbi, 
xaK H caMy cyxb pe4)epem;yMa.

Hcxojsa H3 3X0X0, H CHHXaK) CBOHM XIOJIFOM HpOHH(|)OpMHpOBaXb 

Bac o6 HCXHHHbIX uejiax KOHCXHXyUHOHHOn pe^OpMbl H HOaXBepaHXb 

BepHocxb Pecny6jiHKH Bejiapycb h Mena, xax ee HpesHjieHxa, nojiHXHKe 

pe4)opM, aeMOKpaxHHecKHM npeo6pasoBaHHaM, MHpHbiM ycxpeMJieHHaM 

BO BHemneH nojTHXHxe, cxporoMy co6jHO^[eHHK) Mex<m;yHapoaHbix 

npaBOBbix HOpM.
XoHy o6paxHXb Bame BHHMaHHe, hxo c MOMenxa npoBOSxjiameHHa 

HesaBHCHMocxH B 1991 rofly Pecny6jTHKa Benapycb neozmoKpaxHO 

noj^xBep»majia cbok) 6esycjiOBHyio npHBepxceHHOCXb o6meHejioBeHecKHM 

ueHHocxaM H M6)KXtyHapoflHbiM cxanj^apxaM b o6jiacxn npaB nejiOBeKa. 
Hmchho Ha 3X0 H HauejieHbi npexicxoamHe KOHCXHxyuHOHHbie 

npeo6pasoBaHHa b nameft cxpane. Hojibsyacb cjiynaeM, xony xaxxce 

oxMexHXb, Hxo Mbi HCKpeHHe saHHxepecoBaHbi b pacmHpenHH h 
yxjiyGjieHHH Bcecxoponnero coxpy^HHnecxBa MOioiy HamnMH
rocyaapcxBaMH, ycxanoBJienHH nojiHXHHecKoro ztHajiora na Bbicmexi 
ypoBHe.

Bo BpcMa CBoero npe6biBaHHa b PecnyGjiHKe Bejiapycb, a ayMaio, 
Bbi ySe^HJiHCb b cxpeMJieHHH namero napoxia k MHpy, paBHonpaBHOMy 

napxHepcxBy, BsanMOBbiroflHOMy coxpy^HHMecxBy c apyxHMH
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rocy^apcTBaMH. Pecny6jiHKa Benapyct cxpcMHica noraTb npo6jieMbi 
flpyxHx CTpaH H HapoflOB. Ho OHa xaKxe paccHHXbmaex, mxo h apyrae 

noHHMaiox ee npoSjieMbi.
H 6yxi;y npHSHaxeneH BaM, FocnoAHH HpesH^ieHX, sa noHHMaHHp, 

nozmepxcKy nameH nojiHXHKH h nauiHx fleficxBHH. Hapba BejiapycH h a, 
KaK HpesHfleHx, HaBcer^a sanoMHHM ee h 6yaeM bbicoko ue^nxb k^k 

oneHb BaxHyK) ana Hac b xpyflHyio nepexo^Hyio anoxy. ■ ’
Xony saBepHXb Bac, hxo axox pecJ^epenayM by^ex npoBe/^en npH 

MaKCHMajibHOM co6jiK)aeHHH saKOHOflaxejibcxBa h c yqexoM
Mexg^yHapo^^HOH npaKXHKH. Mbi npHXJiacHM MexoiyHapo^Hbix
HabjiioztaxejieH h cosaaaHM Bce ycjiOBna ana hx pa6oxbi. Hame 

OocojibcxBO B Coe^HHeHHbix IHxaxax AMepHKH foxobo aaxb 

HCMepnbiBaK)iayK) HHcJ^opMauHio no bcom BonpocaM npoBeaenna 

pec|)epeHF[yMa, nnxepecyiomHM aMepHRancKyio obmecxBennocxb.
HosBOJibxe noxceaaxb napo;^y CoeflHHennbix IIIxaxoB AMepnKH h 

JFH4H0 BaM npouBexanna.

HcKpenne Bam,
AjieKcannp JlyKameHKo

PHOTOCOPY 
MISC. HANDWRITING



09/10/1996 17:17 2029G61805 EMBASSY OF BELARUS PAGE 06

Unofficial translation 
Minsk
August 19, 1996

Dear Mr. President,

My addressing You personally has been dictated by my desire to inform You 
and, through You, the American people of social, economic and political 
transformation in the Republic of Belarus. I do this being convinced in our mutual 
interest in developing relations of partnership and cooperation between our states.

I wish to inform You that the Republic of Belarus continues to adhere to the 
course of economic reform, democratic transformation and the setting up of a state 
based on law which guarantees human rights, personal freedoms and security for its 
citizens.

Belarus is one of a few CIS states which managed, despite objective 
difficulties, to ensure civil accord, stability and peace. However, moving along the 
road of reform, our country has also encountered significant difficulties. It has not 
been possible to work out a coordinated approach of political parties towards a variety 
of problems of principle. In such cases we resort to a referendum as basic democratic 
constitutional means of ascertaining the opinion of the people.

This time, constitutional reform is submitted as a referendum issue. Our 
Constitution, adopted in 1994, has a number of shortcomings. Irregularities in the 
distribution of powers between executive, legislative and judicial branches were 
pointed out back in 1995 as a main drawback during the reviewing of the Constitution 
by the Council of Europe.

Having analyzed the difficulties which came up in the course of democratic 
transformation of the state institutions and having carefully studied the practice of 
parliamentary democracy in the countries of Western and Eastern Europe, the United 
States, Canada and other countries, we have become convinced in the 
necessity of introducing such amendments into the Constitution which would provide 
Belarus with an opportunity to have a professional Parliament. This will bring an 
internal structure of the Parliament and its functions into accord with new democratic 
institutions of our society.

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States of America
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Of course, I will make no secret of the fact that the idea to hold a referendum 
has attracted complicated reaction from various strata of our society. There are public 
movements and forces which wish to use the existing situation to present in a false 
light both these measures and the very essence of the referendum.

Proceeding from the above, I consider it my duty to inform You of the genuine 
purpose of the constitutional reform and to confirm allegiance of the Republic of 
Belarus and my own allegiance of the nation's President to the policies of reform, 
democratic transformation, peaceful intentions in foreign policy and strict adherence to 
observing international legal norms.

I wish to draw Your attention to the fact, that since the proclamation of 
independence in 1991 the Republic of Belarus has repeatedly confirmed its 
unconditional adherence to common human values and international standards in the 
area of human rights. This is exactly what the forthcoming constitutional 
transformation in our country is aimed at. Availing myself of this opportunity. I also 
wish to note that we are sincerely interested in expanding and deepening 
comprehensive cooperation between our states and in establishing political dialogue at 
the highest level.

I believe, that during Your staying in the Republic of Belarus You have 
become convinced in our people’s striving for peace, equal partnership and mutually 
beneficial cooperation with other states. The Republic of Belarus seeks to understand 
the problems of other nations and peoples. But it also counts on others to try and 
understand its own problems as well.

I will be grateful to You, Mr. President, for understanding and support of our 
policies and actions. The people of Belarus and I as the President will never forget 
this and will highly appreciate it as very important at a difficult time of transition.

I wish to assure You, that this referendum will be held under strict observation 
of legislation and with international practice taken into account. We wiU invite 
international observers and will create all conditions for their work. Our Embassy in 
the United States is ready to provide exhaustive information on all issues of the 
forthcoming referendum, which might be of interest to the American public.

Let me wish prosperity to the people of the United States of America and to 
You personally.

Sincerely,

/ signed /

1

Alexander Lukashenko
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Steve -- we can close out al'. 
correspondence with Kuchma

the outstanding presidential 
id Lukashenko.

The President received t^ee letters from Lukashenko, not two as 
indicated by the trackmg system. We have agreed with State that 
the President should Hot respond to these letters as it is highly 
likely that they woi^d be misused by Lukashenko to' portray a 
"close relationship' with the President of the United States. We 

have verbally coimunicated to Belarusian officials our responses 
to the various igOlicy issues they have raised with us.

The two Kuchm^ letters have been addressed by a letter from Vice 
President Go/e to Kuchma (which I have attached). This is 
appropriatpgiven the new Kuchma-Gore Commission. We, at some 
point, nep to gin up a letter from the President to Kuchma to 
show tha^that relationship still exists, but it should not be 
driven by the Kuchma letters we have received.
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Unofncial translation 

Minsk, November 30, 1996

Dear Mr. President,

I would like to draw your attention to an event of paramount importance 

for the entire international community. On November 27, 1996 the last 
intercontinental ballistic missile left the Republic of Belarus and a territory of 

207.6 thousand square kilometers in the center of Europe became nuclear free.
After the break-up of the USSR the Republic of Belarus became the first 

nation in the world to have voluntarily denounced an opportunity to possess 

nuclear weapons and to have announced its course aimed at achieving a nucleai' 
free status.

On February 4, 1993 the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus 

ratified the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty of July 31, 1991 and the Lisbon 

Protocol to this Treaty of May 25, 1992 as well as made a decision on Belarus 

joining the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as a member-state not possessing 

such weapons.
The Heads of States and Governments of the OSCE will meet in Lisbon 

on December 2 to make decisions on building a new Europe, while on 
December 5 we will mark the two-year anniversary of the START I entering 

into force. On the eve of these important dates in the history of the continent 
Belarus demonstiates to the international community its peace-loving foreign 

policy and its desire to make a significant contribution to the strengthening of 

European and global security. The withdrawal of the last nuclear missile before 

the established deadline testifies to the strict observance by Belaius of the 
international obligations it had undertaken. Complete liberation of the nation's 

territory from nuclear weapons is yet another powerful testimony of

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 

President of the United States 

The White House 
Washington, D.C.



the policies of Belarus aimed at reducing nuclear threat, facilitating thereby the 

setting up of the atmosphere of confidence between peoples.
Ten years have passed since the Chernobyl Nuclear Plant catastrophe and 

the people of Belarus, having experienced its consequences, understands like no 

other the real threat of nuclear weapons. The withdrawal of nuclear weapons 
from the territory of Belarus signifies a new stage in the history of our state.

We are grateful to all states and international organizations which, 
directly or indirectly, have rendered and continue to render assistance to us in 

implementing the START I. We would like to express our special gratitude to 

the United States of America for effective technical and financial assistance 

under the Nunn - Lugar program.
We aie convinced, that the withdrawal of nuclear weapons from the 

tenitory of Belarus is a good basis for implementing a well-known Belarusian 

initiative on the setting up of a nuclear free space in Central and Eastern 

Europe.
Successful realization of the idea of setting up a nuclear free space in the 

center of Europe could become one of the most efficient ways of reducing 

tensions in Europe and in international relations on the whole and of reducing 

anxiety in connection with the planned NATO expansion and the statements 

made by ceitain European nations on their readiness to deploy the NATO 

nuclear weapons on their territories. The idea of setting up a nuclear free space 

is an important step on the road of strengthening international nuclear non­
proliferation regime which does not contradict today's military and political 
realities in Europe and does not infringe upon anybody's national interests.

Following the withdrawal of the last Russian nuclear missiles from the 

teiritory of Belaius, a de-facto nuclear free space has been set up in Central and 

Eastern Europe. In our view, this could be and should be fixed legally.
The Republic of Belarus hopes that your nation, as well as the 

international community, will duly appreciate and support our position on 

nuclear disarmament.
Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest consideration.

/ signed /

Alexander Lukashenko
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II peaiiMOHT
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Mhhck. 30 HOvf)p« 1996 rn;r.a

YBaxaeMbiii rocnonMii TTpciHUCHi,

Xotcji 6bi oOpaTHTb Baiue BHUMaHne Ha BecbMa Ba.*iioe flJiii Bcero 
Me;tujyaapOAHoro cooOuiecTna coGbrme. 27 HttnOpx 1996 ro^a nocucAHau 
MC^KoiiTHneiiTajiLHaji 6anAHCTH4CCKa» pakera noKHnyiia npeAe.au 
Pecny6AHKH Banupyci., h TcppnTopnM iinoiuitHbK) 207,6 twchmh KBaApaTHUx 
KHJioMeipoB B ucHipc F.Hpoiibi CTaria 6e3xaAcpiioH,

riocne pacnaAa CCCP PecnyOjiMKa beAapycb nepooH b Miipe 
Ao6pononi.no OTKaaajjuci. ot roimoxiioctm oOnaAannM BAcpnuM opy^tucM h 
np0B03rAacn.na xypc Ka 5eTKsiAepHocTi>.

4 cjicupa-ia 1993 roAa BepxoBHwii CoBer PeoiyGnnKM Eenapyci, 
paxHcj^minpoBaji floiOBop o coKpamciinH h oipaiinnciinH cTpaieiHMecKHX 
HaLTynaieJibHblx BOopyxcHufi or 31 mkuim 1991 lo^a ii JliiccaOoHCKHH 
npoTOKOJi K HCMy OT 25 Maa 1992 roaa, a tbkikc npuHiiA pemenne o 
npHcoeAHnemm EenapyCH k /l,oix)KOpy o nepaciipocipaHeHHH HAepHoro 
opy.'KMH B KaMccTBe locyAapCTBa-ynaciHMKa, hc oGjiajiaiocnero TaxHM 

opyjKneM.
2 AeitaCpH B JlHccaGone coCepyicH rnaBu rotyAapoiB n iipaBHicJibCiB 

ODCE AJiA npHiiATHB peuieiiMH no ooiipocaM aponrcjibOJ'Ba HObuii 
Esponbi, a 5 A^-’KaOpa mu oTweruM ADyxneTue co Alia ucTyiuienna floionopa 
o CHB B CHny. B iipCAAnepnn othx Ba:«uux Aar b ncTopiin KOHTHHCHia 
bciiapycb. ACMOHCTpupyeT MnpoDOMy cooGipt'ci uy mhpojiioGhbuw Kypc 
CBOCii BHCUlHCfl nOAHTMKH H CTpeMlieilUe UneCTH UeCOMUH BKJiaU B ACJIO 
yKpciiJiCHHB CBponcttCKoii H moGani.iion Ge3()naciu)CTn. Bubua iioc;ieAHcn 

AAepHOM paKCTu paHtmc ycTanoanennon) cpoxa cuHAe rf-jiLciBye i o 
CTporoM coGjiH)AeHHH PccnyGjTHKOH Benapycb iipunMiux iia ceGsi Mexmy-

Ri.ir.nKnyRa>HacMOMy 
ViuibflMy KjiHHTOHy,
ripCJHACHTy Cut'AMHeHHLIX UItHTUK AmC'PHKM, 
DaUJIlHITOH
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HapOMiu.ix o6a’3ure;iiiCTB. flujiHOe ocHofioxnciiHc TcppiriupuM CTpanw or 
anepnoio opyjKHM awiaerca apKHM nomuepxAeiiHCM nypca BejiapycH wa 
yMeiibiucMHc auepiiofi yipoju, KOiopwii cnoco6cTBycr co^aaHMK) 
aTMOC(j>epM flOBepna MeiKay naponaMH,

flecaTb jicT npoiuao c momchtu KaTac'ipo<|iM Ha Mepno6bLriLCKOM 
A3C, H 6enopyccKHH Hapua, HcnwraRiuMH cc nocjieaciBMM, kek hhkto 
HiioK, noHHMaei peaju.nyio yrp03y aaepHOO opyjKHH. Buiboa jpiepHbix 
Boopy>Keniiri c TCppuTopHH BonapycH ^HaMCHyei hobmm aran b iicTopHu 
Haiueft CTpaiiLi.

Mu SaaroaapHw bccm rocyaapcTBUM ii MOKayHapoAHbiM 

opraiiHaauHJiM, Koropwe npaMo hah kocbchho OKaiMKOAH h OKaauBaioT 
HBM coflCHCTBue B peaAH3auHH iloroBopa 0 CHB. Oco6yio 6naroAapHOcib 
XOTCAOCb 6bl BbIpa3HTK CoeAHHeiHIblM LUiaiaM AMepMKH 3a ACHCTBeilliyiO 
TcxHHMccKyio H tJiHiiaHcoByio iioMouib B paMKax nporjiaMMi.i HaHHa-JIyj apa.

Mu yCoKAeiiLi b tom, mto bmkoa c reppHTopnn PecnyGAHKn 
Bejiapycb aaepiiorn opya^Ha - xopouiaw 0CH0»a jv\s\ peajiinauHn HasecTHOH 
6e/iopyccxoH HHimnaTHBbi o co3Aaimn 6c3^aAcpnoro npocrpaHCiba b 
UeiixpajibHOH M Boctomhuh F.Kpoiir

ycneujHoe BOiuioiueHHe b jKH3iib hach coiAaima b ucMipc Esponbi 
npocTpancTBa, CBo6oA»oro or SAcpHoro opyjKHH, Monio 6bi cratb oahhm H3 
HanGojiee bcJi^ckthshux iiyreii cmiyKeima iiaiipMAeimocru u Eupone h d

MClKAyHOpOAIIUX OTIIOUieilHflX D UCAOM, CIIATHfl OetnOKOHC l BU B CB5I3H C
riAaHHpyeMWM puciUHpcHHeM HATO h jaHKiieHiniMH Hexuiopbix CTpaii 
Boctomhoh EBpoiibi o loi'ouiiocTH paoMecTinb Jiacpnoc opyjKnc HATO Ha 
CBOMx reppHTopnax. Haca coiAaima Gen.fiAepiioit) npocrpaiicTua au.'uieicH 

BaAHbiM maroM na nyrn yKpenjieiiHA MeAMyiiapo;uioio pexHMa nAcpiioro 
HepaciipocTpaHCHHB, ne npoTnnopeHHT ceroAnauimiM Boeimo 
IIOJIMIHHCCKHM pcaaHBM B EupOHC H lie yiUeMJlMeX IIHHI.HX HaUHOHlVlbHblX 

HHTCpeCOB.
riocAe BbiBOAa e leppHTopHn Bcjiapycn iioaienHHx poccHHCKnx 

HUCpHbiX paKCT 6e3i»aAepiiue iipocipaiR'lBO b Uempajii.iioM h Doctohhoh 
Espone c03AaH0 AC-(J)aKTO. Ha naiu mmsui, 3to woxcer h ao.maiiu Cuib 

i-iKpenneMO H)pnAH’iccKH,
PecnyC/iiixa Ecjiapycb paccHHTwnaeT na to, mto ee iioamiHa b 

Bonpocax SAcpHoro pasopyiKeiuiH CyACT aouxiii.im oGpajo.M oueneHa h 
noAaepAana BaujHM rocyAapcTBOM h MCAAynapoAm>iM cooGuicctdom.

npHMHie, I'ocnoAHH npesHAenT, ypepcnHB b mocm cumom bucokom 

yRaXCHHH.

AiicxcaiiAp JlyKauicHKO
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^^^ut^/tCycA ^^e/oiviUk,

■/^'/^kAAio' sAu&mte,

December 2, 1996

Your Excellency,

I have the honor to convey to you herewith the text of a letter from 

President of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko on the occasion of 

the completion of the withdrawal of the Russian nuclear warheads and missiles 

from the territory of the Republic of Belarus and the implementation, on this 

basis, of the initiative put forward by President A. Lukashenko earlier ±is year 

to set up a nuclear free space in Central and Eastern Europe.

Please accept. Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest 
consideration.

Respectfully,

Serguei N. Martynov

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 

President of the United States 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.
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/ S^vemce,

9. S. 2000^

Dear Mr. Pifer,

December 2,1996

Please find enclosed herewith the text of a letter with an unofficial 
translation from President of the Republic of Belanis Alexander Lukashenko for 

conveying to President of the United States William J. Clinton.
Please accept, Mr. Pifer, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Respectfully,

Serguei N. Martynov

Mr. Steve Pifer
Special Assistant to the President and 

Senior Director for Russian, Ukrainian 

and Eurasian Affairs 

National Security Council 
Washington, D.C. 20504
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CTAPfflblHJI

BHPXO^AFA CABETA P3CnyBjnKI 
BEJlAPyCb

nPEACEAATEJIb
BEPXOBHOrO COBETA PECIiyBJIMKH 

BEJIAPyCb
CHAIRMAN

OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
BELARUS

IIIaHO^Bi IlaH npaataiaHT,

37-7/III5 

06.11.96 r.

Afl iMa BapxoyHara CaaeTa Pacny6jiiKi Bejiapycb i ca6e acaSicTa 3 aajiiKiM 
aa^taBajiBHeHHeM injiio Ban caMbia penjibia BiHinasaHHi 3 Haroflbi nayTopnara 
a6paHHa Bac IIpaaiflaHTaM SjiyaaHBix IIlTaTay AMeptiKi.

ynaynenbi, niTO Bama Aaennacpb na raTaii BejibMi BbicoKafi naca^ae 6yflae 
cnpbiapb flaSpaSbiTy Baiuafi BajiiKafi flaapacaBbi i ycaro aMepbiKancKara 
napofla, yMapaBanHio Mipy i flaiviaKpaTbii Ba yciM CBepe.

KapbicTaioca naroflafi, Ka6 BbiKaaapb aanayHenacpb y caaefi HafiBajiiKiuaH 
naaaae i nepaaapb HaHJiennibia nancaAaHHi BaiiibiM SjiianiM.

CameH UlapauiKi

Hro IIpaBacxaAsii^ejibCTBy
IlaHy yijibHMy Jl,5K34)epcaHy KmHxaHy
IIp33in;3HTy SjiyaaHwx IIlTaTay AiviepbiKi
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Your Excellency,

On behalf of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus and myself I 
have a great pleasure to congratulate you on the occasion of your re-election 
as a President of the United States of America.

1 am sure that your activity at this very high position will favour the 
prosperity of your great State and all American people, strenthening peace 
and democracy all over the world.

I use this opportunity to assure you in my highest respect and to express 
my best wishes to your family.

Yours sincerely.

Syamen Sharetski

His Excellency
William Jefferson Clinton
President
United States of America
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

1619 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009 
Phone: (202) 986-1604 Fax: (202) 986-1805

TO

FAX ^

FROM

DATE

FAX TRANSMISSION SHEET

Ms. Dora Kale 

(202) 456 9160 

Valentin Rybakov 

December 3, 1996

No OF PAGES 7 (INCLUDING COVER SHEET)

MESSAGE Dear Ms. Kale,

Please find enclosed herewith a copy of President 
Lukashenko's letter to President Clinton. I will deliver the 

original letter to the NSC today.

Respectfully,

(yiuto

iij j

Valentin Kybakov 

First Secretary and 

Assistant to the Ambassador 

Phone: (202) 986 2860

Lr
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December 2,1996

Dear Mr. Pifer,

Please find enclosed herewith the text of a letter with an unofficial 
translation from President of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko for 

conveying to President of the United States WiUiam J, Clinton.
Please accept, Mr. Pifer, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Respectfully,

Serguei N. M^rjynov

Mr. Steve Pifer
Special Assistant to the President and 

Senior Director for Russian, Ukrainian 

and Eurasian Affairs 

National Security Council 
Washington, D.C. 20504
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■^ff'f.9iAAu' s^wTtdie,
^a^AM^/em,, £0009

December 2,1996

Your Excellency,

I have the honor to convey to you herewith the text of a letter from 

President of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko on the occasion of 

the completion of ±e withdrawal of the Russian nuclear warheads and missiles 

from the territory of the Republic of Belarus and the implementation, on this 

basis, of the initiative put forward by President A. Lukashenko earlier this year 

to set up a nuclear free space in Central and Eastern Europe.

Please accept, 
consideration.

Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.

Respectfully,

Serguei N.
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Mhhck. 30 Htv«Gp» 1996 m^a

yBaxaeMwfi rocnonmi npcnH^eHT,

XoTCJi 6ki o6paTHTt Baiue BHHwaHHe hu aecLMa Baxnoe flJW Bcero 
MCJtujyiiapOAiioro cooGuiecTna coCwrae. 27 1996 ro^a nocJicflHaa
MCB(KOjminenTanL.H(ui 6an.nHCTHMccKa« panera noKHny.aa npeAa.ni'i 
PetnyGjiHKH Bcjiupyci., H TcppiiTopn« utioniiuUvHi 207,6 rwcuMK KBaapaTHbrx 
KHaOMerpOB 0 UCHTpe CTOJia 6c2X)lllCpilOH.

nocac pacnaaa CCCP PeciiyOuMKa Bejiapycu nepooH a Mnpc 
HoGponojii.iio oTJcasajiacj. or noaMojKiiocm ofijumamw aflcpnuM opyxHeM m 
iipoao3r;iacHJin icypc Ha GeTkJiAepHotTi..

4 {JjcapaJifl 1993 roya BepxoaHwij Coacr Pcuiy6;iMKM Ewiapyci, 
paTMt^mittpoDau Horoaop o coKpamciiHif ii orpaniiHciiHH crparei HMecKHx 
HacTyiiaieJibHWx BOopyxcHUH or 31 hkuih 1991 m;ia h JliiccafioHCKHH 
npoTOKo;i K Hcwy or 25 Mas 1992 rona, a raKXic npuHaii peiueHHe o 
npHco^AHitenitH SeJiapycM k floroBOpy o HepaciipocrpaHeHMH anepHoro 
opyx;H>i V KanccTBC ivcyyapcma-yNucrHMKa, He oGjiaiiaiomero TaxHM 

opy*HeM.
2 uenaOpH h JIiiccaCoHc coGepyrcH raasu ixjcyyapuB m iipaaH'ieJikCi a 

OGCE any npHiiaTiin peiueiiiiri no soiipocuM c-iponrcjitcj'ita hobom 
Haponw, a 5 ycKofipa mu otmcthm ADyx;ieTne co fliia DCTyinieunH floivaopa 
O CHB R cM.ny. B ripejwriepHH sthx baxtiux yaT o HCTopHH KOHriiHCHia 
HcJiapycb ycMoncrpHpyeT MnpoooMy cooGmecruy MnpyjuoGuBWM xypc 

CRocH BHcmHcn noAMTMKM H cTpeMJteime uiiecTH uecuMuA BXJiau b iic^io
yxpciniCHHJf cBponcflcKoii ji rnoGtun.nofl Oe^oiiaciiocrn. Duuua nocjienHcfi 
xaepHOH paKCTw paHkiuc ycraiioRBennon) cpoxa euMneiejii-cTByer o 
CTporoM curwiHmeMHH PccnyOiuiKofi Bcjiapycu iipHiixiiax iia ce6a Mcxuiy-

P02

Bi.iroKnyita)KdCMOMy
ViLTibiiMy /XweiJi^JepcoHy KjiiiHTOHy,
npC3HAeHTy CueiiHHeHHLix IUthtuk Amcpmkm,
DniKwun-f
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HapoiiiiMx o6;ijure.ni^TD. RojiHOe ocHorHixucimc TcppinupnH crpaiiw or 
anepttuio opyxHx awiaercH xpKMM noarh«p>«fleiiHCM xypca BeJiapycw Ha 
yMCiibiucMHc wiepiioA yipoju, KOiopwii cnoco6cxBytM co3uiaHHio
»TMOC(}>epM poBepHH Mexay HapoiiHMH.

AecDTk jicT npowao c momchtb KUiuc'ipo^ki Ha MepHo6i>LFiLCK.oA 
A3C, H CeaopyccKMH Hapoa, HcnMTaaiuifH cc noc.'ieaciBMx, xaK hhkto 
MiioH, noHHMacT peaaLiiyio yrpoay 5iaepH0)o opyxcHfl. Buboa iiAepHUx 
BoopyxcefiHfl c TeppHTopiiH 5cnap>cH JHaMCHyer hormh 3xan b HcropMU 

HaiueH CTpaHLi.
Mu SaaroaapHbi bcbm rocyaapciBuM k MexAyHapoAHbiM

opraiiHxauuBM, xoTopue npxMO m^h kocbchho OKaiUHoaH h OKaauBaioT 
HaM coAcftcTBHe B peaaHaauHH JloroBopa o CHB. Oco6yio 6aaroAapHOc it 
xoTeaocb 6li Dupa3HTi> CoeAHHeiniUM lUiaiaM AMCpHKM 3a Aei^cTBemiyiu 
TcxHHsecKyio H i})HiiaHcoByio iioMouib B puMxax nporpaMMi.T HaHHa-JTyrapa.

Mu yOcBcaeiiw b tom, mto bj-ikoa c reppHTopHH PecnyCamcn 
EcJiapycb aaepiroro opyxH>i - xopoujax ochohu nna peaninauHH HSBCcTHofl 
6e/iopycCK:oi) HHitmiaTMKU o cosAanHii 6c3bBAcpiioro npucTpaHniBu b 
U,eiiTpajibHOM M Boctonjioh F-wpoiit*..

VcneuiHoe Boniiomemie b xiHaiib mach co^AaiiHX d iioiTpc Esponbi 
npocTpaHCTsa, CBo6oflnpro or xAcpHoro opyxHH, mohio 6bi craTb oahhm H3 
HaHGojiee 3<J)(J)CKTHBHbix nyreii ciiHacemix iiaiipH>Keiiin.>CTH a Eopone h d 
McxyiyHopoAiiux OTiioiueimflx d ucaom, ciwTMfl GecnoKoiiciBa b cpji3h c 
iTAaHHpyeMMM pacuiupeHiieM HATO ii ^aMKiieHiniMH Hcxoiopbix crpaii 
Boctomhoh Eupoiii.1 o ivirounocTH pa3MccTnrb AAcpnoc opyxoic HATO Ha 
CBOMK TcppHTopHAx. Hacfl co^AaiiMH Geii.flAepnoifi npocTpaiicTua biliimoich 

Bdx.iibJM luaroM Ha nyr>i yxperuiejjnx Mexujyiiupo;iiiom p>excHMa AAcpnoro 
iicpaciipocTpaHCHHB, lie npoTiinopeMHT ceroAnmunMM Doeimo 
uojimthmcckhm peonwiM u Eupone m tie yuieMJiMer iimmi.hx iiauiioHanbHbix 

MHTCpeCOB.
noore BbiBOAa c reppMTopHM BeJiupyoH iiuunivinHx pnccnficKiix 

MACpMUX paKCT GeabBAepiioe iipoorpuiieiuo u UeinpiLii.iiorf h DocTO'itioH 
CBpone C03flaH0 jic-^JaKTO. Ha warn rshiha, sto vuixcer m aojixuiu Guil

3.1Kp«0.lleHO KipHilH’ICCKH.
PccnyG;iMKa Ecjiapycb paccHUTbinaer na to, mto ee uouimwj b 

Bonpocax SAepHoro paaopyxceiWB 6y;ier aoaikiimm oGpajo.M outHeHa h 
nojmepxcaHa BaujMM rocyAapcTBOM m McxAyiiapoAiibiM cooGuiecTooM.

npHMHTC, lOCnOflHH npC3HAeHT, ypepciIHH B MOCM COMOM DUtOKOM 

yuaxcHHii.

Ajicxcaiwp JlyxauieHKO
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UnofUdal translation

Minsk, November 30,1996

Dear Mr. President,

I would like to draw your attention to an event of paramount importance 

for the entire international community. On November 27, 1996 the last 
intercontinental ballistic missile left the Republic of Belarus and a territory of 

207,6 thousand square kilometers in the center of Europe became nuclear free.
After the break-up of the USSR the Republic of Belarus became the first 

nation in the world to have voluntarily denounced an opportunity to possess 
nuclear weapons and to have announced its course aimed at achieving a nuclear 

free status.
On February 4, 1993 the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus 

ratified the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty of July 31, 1991 and the Lisbon 

Protocol to this Treaty of May 25, 1992 as well as made a decision on Belarus 

joining the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as a member-state not possessing 

such weapons.
The Heads of States and Governments of the OSCE will meet in Lisbon 

on December 2 to make decisions on building a new Europe, while on 
December 5 we will mark the two-year anniversary of the START I entering 

into force. On the eve of these important dates in the history of the continent 
Belarus demonstrates to the international community its peace-loving foreign 

policy and its desire to make a significant contribution to the strengthening of 

European and global security. The withdrawal, of the last nuclear missile before 

the established deadline testifies to the strict observance by Belarus of the 
international obligations it had undertaken. Complete liberation of the nation's 
territory from nuclear weapons is yet another powerful testimony of

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 

President of the United States 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.
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the policies of Belarus aimed at reducing nuclear threat, facilitating thereby the 
setting up of the atmosphere of confidence between peoples.

Ten years have passed since the Chernobyl Nuclear Plant catastrophe and 
the people of Belarus, having experienced its consequences, understands like no 

other the real threat of nuclear weapons. The withdrawal of nuclear weapons 
from the territory of Belarus signifies a new stage in the history of our state.

We are grateful to all states and international organizations which, 
directly or indirectly, have rendered and continue to render assistance to us in 
implementing the START I. We would like to express our special gratitude to 

the United States of America for effective technical and financial assistance 

under the Nunn - Lugar program.
We are convinced, that the withdrawal of nuclear weapons from the 

territory of Belarus is a good basis for implementing a well-known Belarusian 

initiative on the setting up of a nuclear free space in Central and Eastern 

Europe.
Successful realization of the idea of setting up a nuclear free space in the 

center of Europe could become one of the most efficient ways of reducing 

tensions in Europe and in international relations on the whole and of reducing 

anxiety in connection with the planned NATO expansion and the statements 

made by certain European nations on their readiness to deploy the NATO 

nuclear weapons on their territories. The idea of setting up a nuclear free space 

is an important step on the road of strengthening international nuclear non­
proliferation regime which does not contradict today's military and political 
realities in Europe and does not infringe upon anybody's national interests.

Following the withdrawal of the last Russian nuclear missiles froin the 

territory of Belarus, a de-facto nuclear free space has been set up in Central and 

Eastern Europe. In our view, this could be and should be fixed legally.
The Republic of Belarus hopes that your nation, as well as the 

international community, will duly appreciate and support our position on 

nuclear disarmament.
Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest consideration.

/ signed /

Alexander Lukashenko
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Dear Mr. Minister,

On behalf of President Clinton, I would like to 
to President Lukashenko's letter of March 28.

respond

In January, Ambassador Yalowitz presented to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs the United States policy of 
"selective engagement," which is designed to encourage respect 
for internationally recognized standards of human rights, to 
foster democratic reform, and to enhance the conditions for 
creation of a market economy in Belarus.

Since then, we regret that your government has taken 
steps that draw Belarus even further away from international 
democratic norms. The crackdown on the independent media, 
non-governmental organizations and the political opposition, 
along with detentions of bystanders, including U.S. citizens, 
is not the hallmark of an emerging democracy.

The United States remains concerned that such actions 
continue to push Belarus toward self-isolation. The U.S. 
citizen director of the Belarusian Soros Foundation was held 
incommunicado and then expelled, and a U.S. diplomat observing 
a demonstration as part of his official duties was declared 
"persona non grata."

These were unfriendly acts to which we responded 
appropriately. We will continue to defend our interests and 
personnel forcefully. Where we have invited Belarus's 
participation, such as in the Regional Airspace Initiative, 
your' government has declined.

As you know, Ambassador Yalowitz was recalled to 
Washington for consultations. He is now back in Minsk with 
instructions to reaffirm our policy of outreach to supporters 
of democracy, human rights and economic reform. Ambassador 
Yalowitz is empowered to communicate our views. I trust that 
you will use him to communicate any developments in your 
government's policies.

The United States has consistently sought an ongoing, 
constructive dialogue between representatives of our two 
countries at various levels. ' Such activity could be of 
benefit to both our peoples. We look to your government to
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pursue a course of democracy, human rights and market reform 
that would make it possible to develop closer ties.

Respectfully,

Madeleine K. Albright

His Excellency Ivan Antonovich, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Minsk, Belarus
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Unofficial translation

Minsk
March 28, 1997

Dear Mr. President,

I have been motivated to address you, at this complicated period in bilateral 
Belanisian-American relations, by a clear realization of the responsibility the 

leaders of both Belarus and the United States bear for the future of partnership 

and cooperation between our states and peoples.

Paying a tribute of respect to the prominent role your country is playing today 

on the world arena, the Government of the Republic of Belarus has been 

consistently implementing and intends to implement further a policy of 
developing comprehensive contacts with the United States. Despite all recent 
events and incidents it is totally wrong to talk about any anti-American direction 

of the actions and policies of the Belarusian leadership. In this situation it would 
be regrettable if individual cases were unjustifiably considered as something 

larger than they really are. As far as these cases are concerned, we are ready to 

receive your authorized representatives whom we could acquaint with the 

circumstances of the events that took place.

Desire of the Republic of Belarus to actively develop equal and mutually 

beneficial relations with the United States is expressed not only in words. I will 
allow myself to present just a few examples to prove that the Republic of 

Belarus has really been taking concrete and significant actions in this direction.

His Excellency
Mr. William Jefferson Clinton 

President of the United Slates 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

APR 1112:34
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In a large number of cases, when state-owned enterprises were privatized, for 

instance in the case of the KORALL Plant, preference was given to American 
investors. Active support at the highest state level, extended to a major FORD 

project in Belarus, which has provided American business with a real 
opportunity to enter the C.I.S. market of automobile manufacturers and to 

seriously infringe upon the monopoly of the Russian enterprises in this area, is a 

clear evidence of the far-fetchedness of allegations about the allegedly biased 

attitude of the Belarusian leadership towards Western, and above all American, 
investors. There are many vivid examples of a fruitful Belarusian-American 

cooperation in the area of science and technology as well.

As before, we are ready to substantively consider, within the framework of the 

bilateral Business Development Committee, all the problems American 

businessmen and investors are facing in Belarus. To this end, we would be 

prepared to raise the issue of coordinating financial, economic and scientific and 

technical cooperation between our countries to a higher state level.

Belarus' openness and its real readiness to pursue cooperation with the United 

States are further proven by the scope and contents of the contracts to supply in 
recent years military products to the United States, including the most advanced 

types of armaments. The fact should not be ignored that, despite certain pressure 

from the Russian Federation, the Republic of Belarus continues the supply 

defense systems, which are of interest to the U.S. Department of Defense.

I would like to use this opportunity to invite the United States and its NATO 

partners to participate, within the framework of the Parmership For Peace 

program, in the exercise, planned by Belarus, on the actions aimed at 
eliminating the consequences of nuclear disasters. The Republic of Belarus is 

open to counter proposals on the participation of its military units in similar 

exercises conducted by NATO member-states.

These are examples of possible directions of development and strengthening of 

partnership interaction between the United States of America and the Republic 
of Belarus.
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By sending this letter to you, Your Excellency, I would once again wish to 

enphacize that the Belarusian leadership has enough political will to move 
forward along this way together despite any difficulties.

Respectfully,

Alexander Lukashenko
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"Mhhck, 28 MapTa 1997 rona
rjiy6oKoyBcWcaeMUH rocnonHH IlpeaHneHT,

OSpaTHTfcCH K BaM B 3T0T HenpocTOH jum CejiopyccKO-aMepHKaHCKHX 

flByCTOpOHHHX OTHOUieHHH nCpHOfl MCIW noSyUHJIO aCHOe OC03HaHHe 

OTBeTCTBCHHOCTH pyKOBOUHiejicH BcjiapycH H CIIIA 3a 6yflymee napTHgpcTBa 

H coTpyuHHHecTBa Mexuy nauiHMH CTpanaMH h HaponaMH.
OTaasaH aani. yBaxeniw bhjihoh pojiH, KOTopyw Bama cxpana Hipaer 

ceroflHa na MHpoBofl apene, npaBHxeJibCTBO Pecny6JiHKH Beiiapycb 

nocjieaoBaxejibHO ocymecxBJMJio h HaMepeno h aajiee npOBoaHXb nojiHXHKy 
pa3BMXHa BCeCXOpOHHHX KOHXaKXOB c CoeaHHCHHblMH UlxaXaMH. HeCMOXpa HH 

Ha KaKHC co6biXH» H HHUHaeHTbi nocjieflHHx HHefl, coBepmeHHo 

HenpaBOMepHO bccxh peqb o KaKOH-nH6o aHiHaMepHKaHCKOH nanpaBJicHHocxH 

flCHCXBHH H nOJIHXHKH 6eJIOpyCCKOIX) pyKOBOaCXBa. B 3XOH CHXyaHHH 6bUIO 6bl 
npHCKop6Ho, ecHH 6bi qacxHbie cJiynaH HeonpaBnaHHO paccMaxpHBajiHCb k3k 

Heqxo 6oJibmee, qeM ohh na caMOM aejie «bji5iioxch. 'ixo xe Kacaexca 3xhx 

caynaeB, xo mu roxoBU npHHaib ynojiHOMOHCHHUx BauH npeacxaBHxeHeH, 
Koxopux MU MomH 6bi 03HaK0MHXb c oScxoaxcJibcxBaMH cjiyqHBuieroca.

^KejiaHHC Pecny6jiHKH Bejiapycb aKXHBHO pasBHBaxb paBHonpaBHue h 

BsaHMOBbiroaHbie cbh3H c CoeaHHCHHUMH lUraxaMH Bupajxaexca ne xoabKO 

Ha cjiOBax. rio3BOJiK) ce6e npHBecxH JiHiub secKOJibKO npHuepoB xoro, hxo 

Pecny6jiHKa Bejiapycb aeficxBHxejibHO ocymecxBJiaex KOHKpexHue h BecoMue 

aeiicxBHa b 3xom HanpaBneHHH.
npH npHBaxHsauHH rocyaapcTBCHHUx npeanpHirrHii b SoabiuoM hhcjic 

cayqaeB, nanpHuep b cjiyqae c 3aBoaoM "Kopajui", npeanoqieHHe oxaaBajiocb 

HMeHHO aMepHKaHCKHM HHBecTopaM. AKXHBHaa noaaepjKKa na BucmeM 

rocyaapcxBCHHOM ypoBHe KpynHeHUiero npoexxa KOMnaHHH "Oopa" b

BenapycH, npeaocxaBJWiomero auepHRaHCKOMy 6H3HCcy peajibHyio 
B03MOXCHOCXb BX02KaeHH5I Ha pUHOK aBTOM06lUlbHbIX HpOHSBOaHTeJieH B CHF 

H cepbC3HO ymeMJMiomen) MOHonoamo poccHHCKHX npeanpiwxHH b 3xoh 

oSaacTH, HanwaHO cBHaexcJibcxByex o HaayMaHHOcxn yxBepjKaeHHH o 

npeay6exaeHHOcxH pyKOsoacxBa BejiapycH b oxHomeHHH aanaanux, h npexae 

Bcero aMepHKaHCKHX, HHBecTopoB. EcTb HeMaao apKHx npHuepoB 

naoaoxBopHoro 6enopyccKo-aMepHKaHCKoro coxpyaHkqecxBa h b ccfeepe HayxH

H XeXHHKH.

Era npeBOCxoaaxejibCXBy 
rocnoaHHy yaJibUMy Jlac.KjiHHXOHy, 
npeanacHTy CoeaHHgHHUx UJxaxoB AMepHKH, 

BauiHHrxoH
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KaK H paHee, mm fotobm npeaMCTHO paccMaTpHEaxt Bce npo6jieMbi, c 

KOTopwMH cTanKHBaioTCH awepHKaHCKHe npennpHHHMaTenH h hhbcctopm b 

BenapycH, b paMKax HBycTOpOHHero KOMHTexa no pasBHXHio nenoBoro 
coxpyflHHHecxBa. C axon iieJibw mm 6hjih 6h roxoBU nonnHXb Bonpoc 

KOOpflHHanHH (JjHHaHCOBOrO, 3K0H0MH4eCK0r0 H HaynHO-xexHHHCCKoro 

coxpyjiHHMecxBa Momy nauiHMH cxpanaMH na 6onee ' bbicokhh 

rocynapcxBeHHMH ypoBent,
06 oxKpMXocxH BejiapycH h eg peajibHOH foxobhocxh k coxpynHHnecxBy 

c CUiA roBopax xaKxce o6i.eM h coflepjKaHHe KOHXpaKxoB na irocxaBKy b 

nocneaHHe foam bochhoh npoayKiiHH b CUJA, Koxopwe Kacaioxca h cbmmx 

coBpeMeHHbix bhaob BOopyxeHHii. Hentaa o6ohxh MOJinaHHeM xox cjiaxx, nxo, 
necMoxpa na onpeACJigHHoe naBneHne co cxopoHM Pocchhckoh cPeaepannH, 
Pecny6jiHKa Bejiapycb npoaojixaex ocymecxBJwxb nocxaBKy o6opOHHMx 

CHCxeM, npencxaBJWiomHx nnxepec juisi MHHHCxepcxBa . o6opoHM 

CoeAHHgHHbix UIxaxoB.
Xoxen 6m BocnoJibaoBaxbca axoH B03MO*Hocxbio h npnrJiacHxb 

CocAHHeHHbie UIxaxM h hx napxHepoB no HATO b paMKax npoipaMMbi 
"IlapxHepcxBO paan MHpa" npHnaxb ynacxne b sanjiaHHpoBanHMX b Bejiapycn 

yneniiax no oxpa6oxKe MeponpnaxHH no nHKBuaanHH nocjiencxBHH aaepnMx 

Kaxacrpo43. Pecny6nHKa Beaapycb oxKpbixa h ana BcxpenHMx npennoJKCHHH 

o6 ynacxHH cbohx bohhckhx c|)opMHpoBaHHH B anajioniHHHx yHennax, 
iipoBOflHMMX cxpanaMH-nneHaMH HATO.

ripHBeneHHMe npHMepw CBnaexejibcxByiox o bo3moxhmx HanpaBneHHax 

pa3BHXHH H yKpemieHHa napxnepcKoro BaaHMoaeiicxBHa MeiKay 

CoenHHeHHMMH UIxaxaMH Amcphkh h Pecny6jiHKOH Beaapycb.

3xhm nocjiaHHCM k BaM, Bame IlpeBOCXOAHxejibcxBo, xoxen 6m b 

oaepeAHOH pa3 noanepKnyib, »ixo y 6ejiopyccKoro pyKOBoncxsa ecxb 

Aocxaxonno noJiHXHHecKofl bojih, 4xo6m, necMOipa hh na KaxHe TpynnocxH, 
MHXH BMecxe Bnepea no axoMy nyxH.

121007

C yBaxcHHeM,
AneKcannp JlyjptameHKo".

Q
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9820670

Translated from Russian

«PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
Minsk, 20 November 1998

Dear Mr. President,

Attributing great importance to the development and improvement of the 

Belarusian-American relations I decided to address you with tliis letter as I 

am convinced that they should not be put into jeopardy by some relatively 

minor issues. Existing misunderstanding can be addressed and overcome 

tlirough an honest and open dialogue.

I dare say that continuation of the prolonged dispute on legal validity of 

claims of this or that party with regard to the location of the private 

residence of the US Ambassador in which our foreign agencies have been 

involved recently is hardly in the interest of either state, especially so 

witliin the context of the current complex geopolitical situation in the 

region of Central and Eastern Europe.

The fact that the private residences of the US Ambassador and tlie heads 

of diplomatic missions of Germany, France, Italy and of some other 

countries are situated on the territory of the residence of the President of 

the Republic of Belarus naturally restricts free access to them.

In this situation we are offering to your Ambassador as well as to the 

ambassadors of the aforementioned countries a fairly extensive choice of 

apartments, houses and give them an opportunity to build their own 

residences in Minsk.

The Belarusian party is ready to undertake everything necessary in order to 

ensure that the Ambassador of the United States of America - the country 

the relations with which are among the main priorities of our foreign policy 

- has in Minsk the conditions which correspond to his status of a 

representative of the great country and the highest international standards.

I would like to stress with utmost determination the unconditional 
adherence of the Republic of Belarus to the letter and spirit of the Vienna 

Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961 and other international legal 
instruments which regulate the functioning of diplomatic missions.



I hope, Mr. President, for your assistance in solving the current conflict 
which creates obstacles in the way of consistent integration of Belarus into 

the world community of states which follow the principles of democracy 

and market economy. Today there are all objective conditions for the 

development of the Belarusian-American relations in the spirit of mutual 
respect, close trade, economic and political cooperation based on 

sovereignty and the principle of non-interference into internal affairs of 

each other.

I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you, Mr. President, of my 

highest consideration.

Alexander Lukashenko

The Honourable William J.Clinton 

President of the United States of America 

Washigton, D.C.»



npesHzieHT 

Pecny6jiHKH Bejiapycb

982067 0'

Mhhck, 20 H05i6pH 1998 rozi;a

YBaacaeMbiH Focno/tHH ripesH^eHT,

npHzi,aBaa BaacHoe sHaHCHHe pasBHTnio h coBepuieHCXBOBaHHK) 
OeaopyccKO-aMepHKaHCKHx oxHomeHHH, penmn oOpaxHXbca k BaM c 

DHCbMOM, h6o y6e)KZieH, hxo ohh ne /;oji)KHbi ycjio>KHaxbca H3-3a 

oxHOCHxejibHO HacxHbix BonpocoB. Bo3HHKuiHe Hez^opasyMCHHa Moxyx 

6bixb paccMoxpeHbi h ^peo^^OJleHbI nyxeM hccxhoxo, oxKpbixoro flHajiora.
riojiaraio, hxo npOflOJi^ccHHC BaxanyBiiieroca cnopa, KOxopbiH 

BC^iyx HauiH BHeuiHenojiHXHHecKHe BCziOMCXBa no noBOZiy iopH^[HHecKOH 
oGocHOBannocxH npexeH3HH xoh mra hhoh cxopoHbi k paBMemenrao 

HacxHOH peBHzteHHHH Ilocjia CUIA, Bpa^ Jin oxBcnaex HHxepecaM o6onx 

rocyziapcxB, ocoOenno b KonxeKCxe HbiHeuiHen nenpocxon 

reonojiHXHHecKOH oOcxanoBKH b pernone U^eHxpajibHon n Bocxohhoh 

EBponbx
Haxo)K;ieHHe nacxnbix peBHj^enpHH riocjia CIIIA n xjiaB 

annjTOMaxHHecKHx mhcchh FepMannH, OpanHHH, lixannn h ncKOxopbix 

/tpyxHX cxpan na xeppHxopnn, aBjiaEontenca pe3Hzi,eHpHeH IIpe3H;];eHxa 

PecnyOjiHKH Benapycb, ecxecxaenno orpanHHHBaex CBoOoanbiH aocxyn k

HHM.
B 3XHX ycjiOBHax mh npeanaxaeM BameMy Flocjiy, a xaxace 

nocjiaM ynoMBHyxbix cxpan flocxaxonno umpOKHH BbiOop KBapxnp, 
nacxHbix b;omob, a xaioxe npe;tocxaBjiaeM B03Moacnocxb caMHM cxponxb 
peBM/ienitHH b Mkhckc.

Ero FlpeBocxo^HxejibcxBy 
Focnozinny YnjibaMy jOi^.KjiHHXony, 
npeBHflCHxy Coe/i,HHeHHbix IIIxaxoB AMcpmcn, 
BaniHHFxoH



BejiopyccKaH cxopona roxoBa c^ienaxL Bce Heo6xo;i;HMoe, hxoGbi 
riocoji CoeziHHeHHBix lUxaxoB Amcphrh, oxHouicHna c koxopbimh 

HBJiaEOxcH o;];hhmh h3 npHopHxexHBix b nauieH BHeiuHeii nojiHXHKe, 
HaxoziHjica B Mkhckc b ycjiOBHax, azieKBaxHBix ero cxaxycy 

npe^cxaBHxejia bcjimkoh aep^aBBi h caMBiM bbicokhm Me^/^ynapo^HBiM 
cxaHziapxaM. ^ocxHrnyxoe na axox cnex corjiacHe moxjto 6bi 6bixb 

saKpeiuieHO b cooxBexcxByiomHX ^[OKyMeHxax, rapanxHpyiomHx npaBa h 
oGasaHHOCXH cxopoH.

Xo^iy CO BCCH onpeAejieHHOcxBK) noAHCpKHyxB 6e3ycjiOBHyK) 
npHBep^ccHHOCXB Pecny6jiHKH EenapycB ^yxy h 6yKBC nono^CHHH 

Bchckoh Kohbchphh o flHiuiOMaxHHCCKHx CHomcHHax 1961 ro;^a h 

/^pyxHx Me^c^xynapo^HBix npaBOBBix axxoB, peryjiHpyiomHx 
4)yHKIIHOHHpOBaHHe AHIUlOMaXHHeCKHX npeZlCXaBHXeJIBCXB.

Ha^eiocB na Bame, Focno/^HH npe3H;5eHX, co/tCHCXBHe b 
yperyjiHpoBaHHH B03HHKinero KOH4>nHKxa, co3aaEOiu;ero npenaxcxBHa Ha 

nyxH nocjie/^OBaxejiBHOH HHxerpapHH BejiapycH b MHpoBoe cooGipecxBo 

rocyziapcxB, cjieziyiomHX npHHpHnaM /tCMOKpaxHH h pbihohhoh
3KOHOMHKH. CcrOZlHa CCXB BCC o6'BCKXHBHBie ycnoBHH JIJISI pa3BHXHa 

GejTopyccKO-aMepHKaHCKHx oxHoincHHH b ziyxe B3aHMoyBa^eHHH, 
xecHoro xoproBO-SKOHOMHHecKoro h nojiHXHHCCKoro coxpy;^HHHecxBa, 
ocHOBaHHoro Ha cyBepcHHxexe h coGmo^^eHHH npHHUHna 

HeBMcmaxenBCXBa bo BHyxpcHHHe ;iejia Apyr flpyra.
rionB3yacB cjiynacM, npomy Bac, Focho^hh npe3H^eHx, npHHaxB 

yBepcHna b mocm cbmom bbicokom yBaaccHHH.

AJIeKcaH;^p JlyKamcHKO
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s/s 9820670
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520

November 30, 1998

Memorandum for:

Subject:

Mr. Glyn T. Davies 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from

Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on Nov. 30, 199a 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

Chief, S/S-RMD
Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053

pmdoc\prescor2.pm4 (3/18/97)
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No 1246-n

Washington, D.C. 
November 23,1998

The Embassy of the Republic of Belarus presents its compliments to the 

U.S. Department of State and has the honour to convey herewith the text 
and its unofficial translation of the letter of President of the Republic of 

Belarus Alexander Lukashenko to President of the United States of 

America William Jefferson Clinton.

The Embassy has the honour to request the U.S. Department of State to 

convey the text of the letter to the White House. The original letter will 
be delivered by the Embassy later.

The Embassy of the Republic of Belarus avails itself of this opportunity 

to renew to the U.S. Department of State assurances of its highest 
consideration.

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20520
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Barnett, Cheryl E.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Segal, Jack D.
Wednesday, December 02,1998 2:18 PM 
Barnett, Cheryl E.
FW: Letter from Lukashenko (#9808043) [UNCLASSIFIED]

Cheryl: I have informally told State that the action has been shifted, we need to clear the record based on Glyn Davies 
e-mail. Thanks, Jack

-Original Message-
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Agree.

Davies, Glyn T.
Wednesday, December 02, 1998 10:41 AM 
Segal, Jack D.
RE: Letter from Lukashenko (#9808043) [UNCLASSIFIED]

—Original Message—
From: Segal, Jack D.
Sent: Wednesday, December 02, 1998 10:33 AM
To: Davies, Glyn T,
Subject: FW: Letter from Lukashenko (#9808043) [UNCLASSIFIED]

Glyn:

I don't think POTUS should be replying to Lukashenko directly. Luke is bound to find some way to misuse the 
response to suggest that all is well between us. Luke has evicted, embarrassed and ridiculed our ambassador (all in 
one day, no less!).

Recommend we shift the response to Amb. Pickering, as Carlos suggests. That act alone would help put Luke in his 
place. OK? Jack

-Original Message-
From: Pascual, Carlos E.
Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 1998 8:52 PM
To: Segal, Jack D.
Cc: Silva, Mary Ann T.; Barnett, Cheryl E.
Subject: RE: Letter from Lukashenko (#9808043) [UNCLASSIFIED]

what about response from Pickering? check with Glyn Davies if Exec Sec will buy off; if so, check with Ross

—Original Message----
From: Segal, Jack D.
Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 1998 1:48 PM
To: Pascual, Carlos E.
Cc: Silva, Mary Ann T.; Barnett, Cheryl E.
Subject: Letter from Lukashenko (#9808043) [UNCLASSIFIED]

Carlos: I presume you want me to draft a reply. Must it be from the President? One way to signal our 
displeasure would be to have MKA respond.
JS
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UNCLASSIFIED
Classification

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 9820670
date February 17, 19~^

FOR: Mr. Glyn T. Davies 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House

REFERENCE:

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

President

Aleksandr Lukasheko (President of Belarus) 

20 Nov 98

Ltr re Relocation of US Amb Residence in Belarus

WH Referral Dated: 
NSC ID# (if any):

03 Dec 98
9808043

The attached item was sent directly to Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be fon^/arded. 

A translation is attached.

XX An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks).

EB22 y^^REMARKS:

Kristie A. Kenney
Office of the

UNCLASSIFIED
Executive Secretary

Classification



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON

January 29, 1999

Dear Mr. Minister:

Thank you for your letter of January 12 to Secretary 
Albright conveying assurances by the Belarusian government 
concerning the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations and 
compensation in regard to our official residence in Drozdy.
I also wish to acknowledge President Lukashenko's earlier 
letter to President Clinton and former Foreign Minister 
Antonovich's letter to Secretary Albright on this subject. 
Please accept this letter as my reply on their behalf.

We appreciate the assurances in your letter regarding 
the Belarusian government's recognition of and commitment to 
the important principle of the inviolability of diplomatic 
missions. As you note, this means the absolute territorial 
integrity of diplomatic properties and diplomatic residents' 
free enjoyment of their premises, including unhindered 
access for them and their guests.

I share your desire to put bilateral relations between 
our countries on a more normal basis. Our governments can 
do much to make this possible by working together in the 
coming weeks to resolve'the remaining issues relating to our 
Drozdy residence. We will be following up with you shortly 
with a proposal to initiate discussion on the issues of
compensation and identifying a new ambassadorial residence.

Acting Secretary

FI
His Excellency

Ural Latyp.ov,
Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Belarus, 

Minsk.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(Translation)

LS No. 1290307
CT/PH
Russian

PRESIDENT

OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Minsk, 20 November 1998

Dear Mr. President:

Attributing great importanee to the development and improvement of Belarusian- 

U.S. relations, I decided to write you this letter, as I am convinced that those relations 

should not be put into jeopardy by some relatively minor issues. Existing 

misunderstandings can be addressed and overcome through an honest and open dialogue.

I daresay that continuation of the prolonged dispute that our foreign affairs agencies 

have been conducting recently on the legal validity of claims of this or that party with 

regard to the location of the private residence of the U.S. Ambassador, is hardly in the 

interest of either state, especially within the context of the current complex geopolitical 

situation in the region of Central and Eastern Europe.

The fact that the private residences of the U.S. Ambassador and the heads of the 

diplomatic missions of Germany, France, Italy, and some other countries are situated

His Excellency
William J. Clinton,

President of the United States of America, 
Washington, D.C.



-2-

on the grounds of the residence of the President of the Republic of Belarus naturally 

restricts free access to them.

In this situation we are offering to your Ambassador as well as to the ambassadors of 

the aforementioned countries a fairly extensive choice of apartments and houses, and 

giving them the option of building their own residences in Minsk.

The Belarusian side is ready to undertake everything necessary in order to ensure that 

the Ambassador of the United States of America—our relations with which are among 

the main priorities of Our foreign policy—has conditions in Minsk that correspond to his 

status of representative of a great power and meet the highest international standards. 

Agreement in this regard could be confirmed in appropriate documents, setting forth the 

parties’ rights and obligations.

I would like to stress conclusively the unconditional adherence of the Republic of 

Belarus to the letter and spirit of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961 

and other international legal instruments that regulate the functioning of diplomatic 

missions.

I hope, Mr. President, for your assistance in resolving the current conflict, which 

creates obstacles in the way of consistent integration of Belarus into the world 

community of states which follow the principles of democracy and the market economy. 

Today there are all the objective conditions for the development of Belarusian-U.S. 

relations in the spirit of mutual respect, close trade ties, and economic and political 

cooperation based on sovereignty and the principle of non-interference in each other’s 

internal affairs.

I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you, Mr. President, of my highest 

consideration.

Alexander Lukashenko
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Translated from Russian

((PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Minsk, 20 November 1998

Dear Mr. President,

Attributing great importance to the development and improvement of the 

Belarusian-American relations I decided to address you with this letter as I 
am convinced that they should not be put into jeopardy by some relatively 

minor issues. Existing misunderstanding can be addressed and overcome 

through an honest and open dialogue.

I dare say that continuation of the prolonged dispute on legal validity of 

claims of this or that party with regard to the location of the private 

residence of the US Ambassador in which our foreign agencies have been 

involved recently is hardly in the interest of either state, especially so 

within the context of the current complex geopolitical situation in the 

region of Central and Eastern Europe.

The fact that the private residences of the US Ambassador and the heads 

of diplomatic missions of Germany, France, Italy and of some other 

countries are situated on the territory of the residence of the President of 

the Republic of Belarus naturally restricts free access to them.

In this situation we are offering to your Ambassador as well as to the 

ambassadors of the aforementioned countries a fairly extensive choice of 

apartments, houses and give them an opportunity to build their own 

residences in Minsk.

The Belarusian party is ready to undertake everything necessary in order to 

ensure that the Ambassador of the United States of America - the country 

the relations with which are among the main priorities of our foreign policy 

- has in Minsk the conditions which correspond to his status of a 

representative of the great country and the highest international standards.

I would like to stress with utmost determination the unconditional 
adherence of the Republic of Belarus to the letter and spirit of the Vienna 

Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961 and other international legal 
instruments which regulate the fimctioning of diplomatic missions.



I hope, Mr. President, for your assistance in solving the current conflict 
which creates obstacles in the way of consistent integration of Belarus into 

the world community of states which follow the principles of democracy 

and market economy. Today there are all objective conditions for the 

development of the Belarusian-American relations in the spirit of mutual 
respect, close trade, economic and political cooperation based on 

sovereignty and the principle of non-interference into internal affairs of 

each other.

I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you, Mr. President, of my 

highest consideration.

Alexander Lukashenko

The Honourable William J.Clinton 

President of the United States of America 

Washigton, D.C.»



npe3H^eHT

Pecny6jiHKH Bejiapycb

9820670

Mhhck, 20 HonOpH 1998 roaa

YBa^aeMbiH Pocno/tHH ^pe3HJ^eHT,

ripH^aBaa Bamioe SHaneHHe pasBHTmo h coBepmeHCTBOBaHnio 

OejiopyccKO-aMepHKaHCKHx OTHomeHHH, peumji oOpaxHTbca k BaM c 

HHCbMOM, h6o y6e5K/^eH, hto ohh hc ;;ojrmibi ycjiommxbcji H3-3a 

OTHOCHxejibHO qacxHbix BonpocoB. Bo3HHKuiHe He;iopa3yMeHna Moryx 

6bixb paccMOxpcHbi H npeo^iojicHbi nyxeM hccxhofo, oxKpbixoro ^iHajiora.
nojiaraio, hxo npo;iojT^eHHe BaxanyBineroca cnopa, Koxopbiil 

Beziyx HauiH BHeinHenojiHxiwecKHe Be;iOMCXBa no noBO^ iopH;];HHecKOH 
oGoCHOBaHHOCXH npexeH3HH XOH Hjm HHOH CXOpOHbl K pa3MemeHHK) 
HacxHOH pe3HAeHimn Ilocjia CIIIA, Bpaa jih oxBenaex nnxepecaM o6ohx 

^ocy;^apcxB, ocoGenno b KonxeKcxe HbiHemneH nenpocxon 

reonojiHXHnecKOH oGcxanoBKH b pexHone I^enxpajibHOH h Bocxonnon 
EBponbi.

HaxojK^ieHHe nacxHbix peBKwenpHH Ilocjia CIIIA h rjiaB 

/innjioMaxHHecKHx mhcchh FepMaHnn, OpanpHH, HxajiHH h ncKOxopbix 

apyxKx cxpan na xeppnxopnH, aBJimonienca peanjieHpHeH IlpeaH/ieHxa 

PecnyOnmcH Bejiapycb, ecxecxEenno orpamiHHBaex cboGoahwh ziocxyn k

HHM.
B 3XHX ycjiOBHHx Mbi npcAJiaxacM BameMy Ilocjiy, a xaioxe 

nocnaM ynoManyxbix cxpan ^locxaxonno mnpOKHH BbiGop KBapxnp, 
nacxHbix aoMOB, a xaK5Ke ^pe;^ocxaBJlaeM B03Moxcnocxb caMHM cxponxb 
peaHztennHH b Mkhckc.

Ero npeBOCxo^HxejibcxBy 
Eocno^^nny YmibaMy /^^c.KjiHHxony, 
Ilpe3HZieHxy Coe/iHHeHHbix IIIxaxoB AMepnioi, 
BaumniTOH



BejiopyccKaH cTopona roxoBa c^tejraxb Bce Heo6xo;iHMoe, Hxo6bi 
riocojl CoeOTHCHHblX IIIxaXOB AMepHKH, OXHOmCHHa C KOXOpbIMH 

aBjmoxca o;ihhmh h3 npHopHxexHbix b HamcH BHCiuHeH nojiHXHKe, 
Haxo;iHjTCH B Mhhckc b ycjiOBHax, ajoieKBaxHbix ero cxaxycy 

npe;tcxaBHxejTa BejiHKOH ;iep^aBbi h caMbiM bmcokhm MoicayHapoAHbiM 
cxaH;^apxaM. ^ocxHXHyxoe na axox cnex corjiacne Morno 6bi 6bixb 

saKpemieHo b cooxBexcxByiomHx ;i;oKyMeHxax, rapanxHpyiomHx npaBa h 
06a3aHH0CXH cxopoH.

Xony CO BCCH onpeAejieHHOcxbK) no/riepKHyxb 6e3ycjiOBHyio 

npHBep^cHHocxb Pecny6jiHKH Bejiapycb ^yxy h 6yKBe nojio^CHHH 

Bchckoh Kohbchiihh o ;iHiuiOMaxHHecKHX CHomeHHax 1961 ^o;^a h 

^ipyxHx Mc»c;iyHapoOTi>ix iipaBOBbix aKxoB, peryjiHpyiomHx 
4)yHKiiHOHHpoBaHHe ;i;HiuiOMaxHHecKHx npewxaBHxejTbcxB.

Ha^teiocb na Bauie, FocnoOTH F[pe3HfleHx, co^ieHcxBHC b 
yperyjiHpoBaHHH B03HHKiuero KOH(|)jiHKxa, coa^xaiomero npenaxcxBHa na 

nyxH ^0CJIe;^0BaxeJIbH0H HHxerpapHH Bejiapycn b MHpoBoe coo6mecxBO 

rocyaapcxB, cjieayiomHx npHHij;HnaM zicMOKpaxHH h pbmoHHOH 
3KOHOMHKH. CeXO^IHa CCXb BCC oG'bCKXHBHbie yCJIOBHa jum pa3BHXHa 

GejiopyccKO-aMepHKancKHx oxHomeHHH b ^tyxe B3aHMoyBa)KeHHa, 
xecHoro xoproBO-SKOHOMHHecKoro h nojiHxnqecKoro coxpyji;HHHecxBa, 
ocHOBaHHoro Ha cyBeperarrexe h co6jnoaeHHH npHHixHna 

HeBMemaxejibcxBa bo BHyxpcHHHe ^lejia ;ipyr ;ipyra.
nojibayacb cjiyqaeM, npoiny Bac, Fochooth F[pe3H;ieHx, npHHaxb

yBepCHHH B M06M CBMOM BbICOKOM yBa^CHKH.

AjiCKcaHAp JlyKamcHKO



S/S 9820670
United States Department of State

. w Washington, D.C. 20520

November 30, 1998

Memorandum for: Mr. Glyn T. Davies
Executive Secretary
National Security Council Staff
The White House

Subject: Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from

Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the

Records Manasement Division of the Executive Secretariat on Nov. 30, 199a

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

pmdoc\prescor2.pra4 (3/18/97)

Chief, S/S-RMD /
Records Management Division
Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053
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Washington, D.C. 
November 23,1998

The Embassy of the Republic of Belarus presents its compliments to the 

U.S. Department of State and has the honour to convey herewith the text 
and its unofficial translation of the letter of President of the Republic of 

Belarus Alexander Lukashenko to President of the United States of 

America William Jefferson Clinton.

The Embassy has the honour to request the U.S. Department of State to 

convey the text of the letter to the White House. The original letter will 
be delivered by the Embassy later.

The Embassy of the Republic of Belarus avails itself of this opportunity 

to renew to the U.S. Department of State assurances of its highest 
consideration.

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20520


