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President Clinton: Hello, President Kim.

President Kim: Hello President Clinton. I'm pleased to talk with
you again since we met at the APEC conference last time.

President Clinton: It is nice to hear your voice again. I hope you
and Mrs Kim are fine. Thank you for taking the initiative in making
this call. It is good to hear from you again.

I very much appreciate your strong support on the incident in which we lost an
American helicopter. As you know, it has now been resolved. I believe that the

relatively expeditious resolution of this issue has reduced the damage with
Congress on the implementation of the nuclear agreement. Congressman
Richardson
in particular deserves a lot of credit for his role, not just with the North
Koreans but with Members of Congress and our media.

I want to emphasize first of all my understanding of the phrase "appropriate
forum" in the understanding. It does not, in my opinion, open any new bilateral
channels for military contacts with the North. Tom Hubbard made it clear to the
North Koreans that General Smith will be attending further contacts in his UN
Command capacity. While the North may claim that their general is attending in
a
bilateral capacity, they know that we do not accept this. Furthermore, you have

my assurance that if the North attempts to use these military contacts to

negotiate a peace treaty with us to replace the armistice agreement, we will
refuse to do that. As you know from our previous
conversations, I feel very strongly that peace on the Korean peninsula must be

negotiated directly between the two parties on the peninsula, and can not be

negotiated between the United States and North Korea.

Let me say just a few words on the nuclear issue. I just want to express my
appreciation for the excellent collaboration and constructive ideas from your
officials on the difficult details of implementation. I want to pledge to you
that we will continue to work closely together. Both our countries need to build
strong domestic and international backing for this agreement. On our part, we
will be making our case publicly before the Congress in January.

We will continue to give high priority to obtaining support and financial
contributions from other countries.

The main thing I wanted to say is that we have our soldier out and are

very happy and grateful for your support in this matter. We will be
faithful to the commitments that I made to you in this call tonight and in the

past.

President Kim: President Clinton, thank you very much for the detailed

explanation. First of all, I'd like to express my condolences to you and the
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American people for the loss of life of the one pilot caused by the helicopter

incident. At the same time, I'm relieved that ChiefWarrant Officer Hall has
safely returned

I'd particularly like to mention, as you expressed to me just before, that North
Korea has demonstrated it's intention to neutralize the Armistice Agreement in
Panmunjom and replace it with a peace agreement,> while excluding the Republic
of
Korea from the negotiating process. I think the whole incident. I think the
whole incident reminds us of the intention ofNorth Korea to change the armistice

system on the Korean peninsula. We have discussed this issue many times before
and you have once again confirmed that our positio is very solid:: General Smith
represents theMilitary Armistice Commission and is acting within the framework

of the armistice regime.
Peace on the Korean peninsula can only be addressed by the two Koreas
themselves.

I'm very satisfied with your promises and your confirmation of your position

The ultimate purpose of the North Korean insistence upon the
replacing of the Armistice Agreement with a peace agreement is
that they eventually want to see the withdrawal ofU.S. forces from Korea. This
had been their consistent position,> and the United States should continue to
realize that it is the reason for their position

As you well pointed out, President Clinton, you have been helped very much by
Congressman Richardson. He had a hard time in North Korea. I also met him and

he told me his stay was a "hellish" four days

My impression is that North Korea is in the state of a power vacuum. What is
important here is ChiefWarrant OfficerHall could have been released even
before
Christmas, but because of the absence of leadership in North Korea and the
absence of a firm North Korean position, with the loose coordination and no
person to make a decision on this matter, things became much more complicated
This is why it has taken as long as it has and this is another thing the United
States should be aware of.

As we have discussed in the past over the phone and through our meetings in
several places, we have to remind ourselves against that North Korea is a regime
beyond our imagination. Their regime is most
untrustworthy; it is the most unreliable regime in the world. We have had
numerous secret and open meetings with them but our conclusion is we can't put
any trust in what North Korea says. The helicopter incident reminds us of this.

>

The American and Korean people have once again been reminded of this.
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The United States should once again recognize how untrustworthy North Korea
is.

The day after tomorrow is New Year's Day. For the past 50 years, in January,
Kim
Il Sung delivered his New Year's message to the Korean people on this day. But I

don't think Kim Chong I will do it this time. I guess someone else will replace
him in giving this message. In consideration of these and other things, there is
a vacuum in the North Korean leadership. Six months after the death ofKim Il
Sung, Kim Chong I still has not become the official leader ofNorth Korea.
This is a very serious situation.

Yesterday, I took notice that you announced you will run
again for President. It's a matter of courage. As I told you in Jakarta you can

gain victory in the next election if you continue to have confidence, courage and
the capability to lead the country. This will lead to electoral victory. You
can transform your misfortune into a blessing.
President Clinton: Thanks very much.

President Kim: With regard to the North Korean nuclear problem, of course we
will continue to consult and cooperate with the U.S. Government in order to
make
sure that North Korea faithfully implements the Geneva agreement. For our part
the Korean government will do our best to ensure compliance. Based upon our
trust and friendship, we can pursue this closely.

Once again regarding the North Korean intention to abolish the armistice regime,

it is important that the United States send a strong message on this point to the
entire world and also to North Korea. North Korea is constantly trying to drive
a wedge between South Korea and the United States.

President Clinton: I agree andwill do that. I believe you will
visit us in July. I hope to see you then.

President Kim: Yes. As is scheduled, I will come in July to meet
with you and by then much will have been changed again. I'm very satisfied and

pleased with the release of ChiefWarrant Officer Hall. It's a relief; because
it's been a "hellish" experience forMr. Hall.

Best regards and good luck to you and to Mrs. Clinton.

President Clinton: Thank you and good night.
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