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CONFIDENTIAL 5614NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

September 6, 2000

ACTION DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13526, Ses. 3.5 (b)

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER White House Guidelines, September 11, 2048

By KBM NARA, Date, 4/24/2024
2.023 - oNLLTHROUGH : KENNETH LIEBERTHAL

FROM: JACK PRITCHARD it,
SUBJECT: Memcon with President Tran Duc Luong of Vietnam

on September 6, 2000

Attached at Tab A is the Memorandum of Conversation between the
President and President Tran Duc Luong of Vietnam on September
6, 2000.

RECOMMENDATION

That you authorize Robert Bradtke to transmit the Memorandum of
Conversation at Tab A to State.

That the attached Memorandum of Conversation be filed for the
record.

Approve Disapprove

approve Disapprove
SR0IAA3

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to State

Tab A Memorandum of Conversation

Reason: 1.5 (d)
Declassify On: 09/06/2010
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5614NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

MEMORANDUM FOR MS. KRISTIE A. KENNEY
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Memorandum of Conversation with Presigent Tran
Duc Luong of Vietnam (U)

The attached Memorandum of Conversation between the President
and President Tran Duc Luong of Vietnam is povided the
information of the Secretary of State. It/must be distributed
via NODIS channels and not below the Assystant Secretary (DAS)
level. It may also be sent to our embassy in Vietnam for the
Ambassador and Deputy Chief of Missi only.

Robert A. Bradtke
Executive Secretary

Attachment
Memorandum £ ConversationTab A

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13526, See. 3.5 (b)

White House Guidelines, September 11, 2066

By KRU NARA, Date 4/24/2924
AJ13

Classified by: Robert A. Bradtke
Reason: 1.5 (d)
Declassify On: 09/06/2010
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5614

THE WHITE HOUSE DECLASSIFIED
1533-04102 ™ C 1,01)
KBH [8/2224

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

WASHINGTON PER E.O. 13526

SUBJECT: Meeting with President Tran Duc Luong of
Vietnam (U)

PARTICIPANTS: The President
Madeleine Albright, Secretary of State
Richard Holbrooke, U.S. Representative to
the United Nations

Samuel Berger, Assistant to the President
-for National Security Affairs

Jack Pritchard, Director for Asian Affairs,
National Security Council (Notetaker)

Sean Son Lam (Interpreter)
Tran Duc Luong, President of Vietnam
Nguyen Dy Nien, Foreign Minister
Le Bang, Ambassador
Nguyen Thanh Chau, Ambassador to the United
Nations

DATE, TIME September 6, 2000, 10:20 - 10:35 a.m.
AND PLACE: Indonesia Lounge, UN General Assembly

President Luong : Thank you for the opportunity to meet. (U)

I am honored to see you. I had a good visit
minister at APEC last year in Auckland. (VU)

I am well aware that your prestige and
foresight made many important decisions possible, from the
lifting of obstacles that led to diplomatic relations and ending
with the Bilateral Trade Agreement. I am thankful you reserved
time to appear during the signing ceremony of the Bilateral
Trade Agreement. Now it is time for our two parliaments to
approve and execute the agreement. I understand the current
circumstance of your election will not allow passage this year.

The President:
with your prime

President Luong :

CONFIDENTIAL
Classified by: Robert A. Bradtke
Reason: 1.5 (d)
Declassify On: 09/06/10
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CGNFIDENTIAL 2

I understand that you will travel to southeast Asia for APEC.
would like to officially extend an invitation for you to visit
Vietnam. If it is possible, your visit will be of great
importance to the general situation in the region. Vietnam is
committed to Doi Moi (New Way). We are committed to an open
foreign policy and will work with everyone. We have more to do,
but what we have achieved so far is important. (ef
The President: First, let me thank you for your remarks. We
have all worked hard for a new, long-term relationship. I am
pleased about the Bilateral Trade Agreement. Our election may
prevent a vote this year, but do not worry. We have broad,
bipartisan support for the agreement, and it will pass easily.
I would like to come to Vietnam. I will be in the region for
APEC. It would help if we did not make any public announcement
now while I work on my schedule. Our officials can work
together on the official announcement. I am honored to be
invited.
President Luong: We will have an opportunity to discuss other
things when you visit. I want to assure you that the Vietnamese
leadership is eager to welcome your visit. (U)

The President: Thank You. (U)

-- End of Conversation --

2

I understand that you will travel to southeast Asia for APEC
would like to officially extend an invitation for you to visit
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End of Conversation
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UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENT 7384

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

December 8, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR MS. KRISTIE A. KENNEY
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Memorandum of Conversation with Le Kha Phieu,
Chairman of the Communist Party of Vietnam

The attached Memorandum of Conversation between the President
and Le Kha Phieu, Chairman of the Communist Party of Vietnam, is
provided for the information of the Secretary of State. It must
be distributed via NODIS channels and not below the DeputyAssistant Secretary (DAS) level. It may also be sent to our
embassy in Vietnam for the Ambassador and Deputy Chief of
Mission only.

Robert A. Bradtke
Executive Secretary

Attachment
Tab A Memorandum of Conversation

UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENT
Classified by: Robert A. Bradtke
Reason: 1.5 (d)
Declassify On: 12/4/2010
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CONTEDENEIAL 7384

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

A3- -™ (1.02)
Kan 3/202"

PER. 5.O. 13526

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: Meeting with Le Kha Phieu, Chairman of the
Communist Party of Vietnam (VU)

PARTICIPANTS: The President
Pete Peterson, Ambassador to Vietnam
John Podesta, White House Chief of Staff
Samuel Berger, Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Gene Sperling, Assistant to the President
for National Economic Affairs

Gene B. Christy, Director for Asian Affairs,
National Security Council (notetaker)

Le Kha Phieu, Communist Party Chairman
Nguyen Dzy Nien, Foreign Minister
Vu Khoan, Minister of Trade
Nguyen Van Son, Head of the Central

Committee for Foreign Affairs
Nguyen Dinh Bin, Deputy Minister for ForeignAffairs
Le Van Bang, Ambassador to the United States
Nguyen Manh Hung, Director for Americas,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Nguyen Trung (notetaker)
Tran Thanh Huan (notetaker)
Luong Van Ly (interpreter)

DATE, TIME November 18, 2000, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
AND PLACE: Communist Party of Vietnam Headquarters,

Hanoi, Vietnam
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Chairman Phieu: Please begin. (U)

The President: I appreciate the work we have done together over
the past several years. The normalization process is nearly
complete. I was able to visit the excavation site where our
people are working together to find the remains of missing
American servicemen. This event is already running on American
television networks. So there is a lot of good feeling toward
the Vietnamese people in the United States now. (U)

The some 360,000 pages of documents I delivered to President
Luong can assist you in the search for your own missing from the
war. There will be more documents to come in about a month. I
hope we will continue to work together. We need to share what
is in our archives. Our efforts to find the missing are
important because they bring our people closer together. (@&

I was also pleased that the United States has been able to work
with you and provide disaster assistance for flooding over the
past two years. USAID is funding a project through the UN
Development Program to establish a disaster warning system in
central Vietnam. (VU)

I want to raise two points of some sensitivity:
We in the United States believe there is a close connection
between stronger economic growth and greater openness. We hope
in the future that our relationship will sustain a dialogue on
human rights and religious freedom. Of course, your people need
to do what is right for them. But, we want to continue to work
together with you on these issues.

Regarding China, I know there are some officials there who are
troubled by the prospect of the United States and Vietnam
getting closer. However, I have told President Jiang that our
relations with you are not aimed at China. They are about
building a better relationship with you. The United States
wants a peaceful and prosperous Asia. That is the basis of all
our activities in the region, and the basis for our progress
with China.

I have been very pleased with my trip. I welcome the progress
made in the relationship over the past eight years. I will
strongly encourage my successor to build on this relationship.
Of course, this is something we will have to do together in
accordance with your wishes, as well.
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Chairman Phieu: I welcome you and your family. The Vietnamese
state and people highly appreciate what you have done over your
two terms. You have made a valuable contribution to promotion
of relations between our two countries. (U)

I was briefed on your talks with President Luong and Prime
Minister Khai yesterday. The Vietnamese people followed your
speech at Hanoi National University. You were welcomed at the
university with applause and an invitation to return. I have
also heard that people approached you on the street and asked
you to come back again. (U)

I learned that in meetings with President Luong and Prime
Minister Khai, you were straightforward in making your points.
Naturally, to have better relations, we need to understand each
other better. And, indeed, we have come to understand one
another better during your term. This has permitted our
relations to improve. And this gives hope for the future. (@

We all have wishes to resolve the issues you just raised. For
instance, it has been proposed to have annual economic meetings
at high levels. Such meetings will permit discussions. And,
from economic issues, it may be possible to move to other
issues. (U)

Regarding the possible impact of U.S.-Vietnam relations on
China, I do not think there was any impact. We now have
diplomatic relations with 170 nations. Our party also has ties
with Communist parties, socialist parties, and other political
parties. We also trade with more than 150 countries. We have
joined most international organizations except the WTO, which we
will join eventually. We have ties with many nations, of which
the United States is only one. (ef
We have even suggested to China that if they can offer high
technology, they may work in our oil and gas sector. China is a
big market, so our trade has grown. (2%

During my trip to France, Italy, and other European Union
countries, it was agreed that where trade flourishes, there will
be softer political feelings. We have agreed with these states
not to link political conditions to trade. And, we have
reassured China that our inviting you here has no impact on our
relations. (2
As I listened to your speech, I was struck by its
straightforwardness and frankness. And I took note that you
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contrasted Americans calling our war the "Vietnam war," while wecall it the "anti-American war." We do not see it this way. We
think we established peace in 1954. The country was not
divided. There was a temporary demarcation line. However, Diem
did not implement the Geneva Accords by holding elections in two
years. In fact, there was no compliance ever, even though we
called for elections under international supervision. lef
Not only that, but Diem went further and claimed a border at the
17parallel. It was irrational of him to say the border should
be extended that far. We were thus freed to launch a war
because a peaceful resolution was not possible. (ef
Over the past one thousand years, even though Vietnam is made upof 54 ethnic groups, we have all been born of one mother. We
have to understand our roots, as well as the origins of the war.
There were many American who opposed the war, and we enjoyed the
support of the majority of the world's people. We need to draw
lessons from the past. Even former Defense Secretary McNamara
has come to appreciate this. We believe America will not repeatthe past, and we should look to the future. (ef

Regarding reconciliation, after 1975, we needed to heal the
wounds of war. I need to mention this, because this is ourfirst meeting. We were at war for 30 years. We emerged from it
with our economy in tatters.
We have learned lessons from others about socialism. Now, we
are embarked on a course to create a better socialism. And we
have learned to promote social and other aspects of life. I
think you can understand the situation in the 1980's when we had
to import millions of tons of rice. We could only produce 4
million tons of rice annually in the Delta. Thanks to renewal,
we now produce 20 million tons per year. We have even been able
to supply rice to Cuba and North Korea to help them meet their
food needs. Now, we can help others. And we are firm in our
practice of socialism. The Eastern Europeans were not as
successful. As I observed to Secretary Albright, our socialism
has not only survived, but also prospered. (er
We have been asked why we are privatizing. We have many
sectors, like the state sector as in France. We have a
cooperative sector, with farmers given more independence to own
land. We also have a sector for private investment. All these
sectors are treated equally, as long as they respect the law.
We do not ban the private sector. And the economy is not

(or
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is a kind of richness. It shows we have picked the

ion our own resources. We have a vast labor force,

must promote. We must be masters in our own
x doors are wide open. We have relations with many

I believe we can have good relations. We can
Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement and
building a knowledge-based economy for Vietnam.

300 companies have much of the world's wealth, and

not deepen the divide between rich and poor. When
equal economic footing, then we will have political

two countries. And as for the American people, the

protesters. As I watched television yesterday and
and Hillary in a village, I was reminded of the
wife and daughter of the war protester Morrison

I hope we will have the basis for further
(Points to his watch) I understand you are ona

composed solely of the state sector. There is a 100 percent
foreign investment sector. (af
All of this
correct way.

And we rely
seventy percent of whom are engaged in farming. We have many
natural resources. And we have strong maritime roots. Our
level of education is not weak. All of these are the internal
strengths we
country. Ou
nations. (2
Regarding the current and future relationship with the United
States, I be lieve that with continued understanding, relations
will be fine
build on our
cooperate in

I read that
the gap between rich and poor countries is growing. The
Bilateral Trade Agreement sees us as a developing country still
at a low level. I think it would be better if the wealthy
United States could give a helping hand to developing and least
developed states. We need to ensure that a knowledge-based
economy does
we are on an
equality.
It is possible to have good relations, even if we do not have
the same sys tem. You can visit here, even if we have a
Communist Party leadership. I foresee even better relations
between our
Vietnamese people are grateful to them. We remember the images
of anti-war
saw Chelsea
visit of the
(note: Norman Morrison, the man who self-immolated in front of
the Pentagon). These activities symbolize the relations between
our two peoples. (er
I hope the Bilateral Trade Agreement will soon be ratified by
both sides.
cooperation.
tight schedule and are due at a follow-on event. (er
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The President: I want to make a few brief points:
I think it is important that we continue to heal the wounds of
war. I had detailed conversations with your president and prime
minister about what we can do on Agent Orange and humanitarian
demining cooperation. I assure you we want to continue to make
progress.
I agree the United States has a responsibility to try to close
the gap between rich and poor nations. We have pioneered
efforts to bridge the digital divide and to address the HIV/AIDS
crisis. I believe these will help. (@

Regarding the history of the two countries over the past 50
years, I know there has been much disagreement in the United
States over the nature of the conflict in Vietnam. The people
who fought in Vietnam, such as Ambassador Peterson, believed
they were fighting for freedom and self-determination of the
Vietnamese people. They were sure they were doing the right
thing. But that is history, and the interesting thing is that
now, we are making progress. We are free to discuss and to
explore questions that were off limits before. It is possible
to debate the right balance between the state and private
sectors. And it is possible to discuss our differing concepts
of the rights of the individual and the needs of the community.

I hope our shared history will help us work on such problems
successfully. (U)

Chairman Phieu: Exactly. But it is clear that Vietnam never
brought troops to fight Americans on their soil, so it is not
fair to say that we fought a war against the United States. I
think these kinds of meetings are needed for deeper discussions.
I would like to suggest that you are always welcome to come
here. The warm welcome our people have afforded you shows how
we feel. (U)

The President: When I am no longer President, I would enjoy
coming back for a lengthier discussion. (oF

-- End of Conversation --
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PARTICIPANTS: The President
Pete Peterson, @fbassador to Vietnam

John Podesta, wh e House Chief of Staff
Samuel Berger, Assistant to the President
for Nation Security Affairs

Gene Sperl gf, Assistant to the President
for Economic Affairs

Gene B. risty, Director for Asian Affairs,
Nat#nal Security Council (notetaker)

Le a Phieu, Communist Party Chairman
Ng en Dzy Nien, Foreign Minister

Khoan, Minister of Trade
guyen Van Son, Head of the Central
Committee for Foreign Affairs

Nguyen Dinh Bin, Deputy Minister for ForeignAffairs
Le Van Bang, Ambassador to the United States
Nguyen Manh Hung, Director for Americas,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Nguyen Trung (notetaker)
Tran Thanh Huan (notetaker)
Luong Van Ly (interpreter)

DATE, TIE November 18, 2000, - 5:30
Communist Party of Vietnam Headquartérs,
Hanoi, Vietnam

AND PLA :

The Pfesident: I enjoyed my meetings yesterday with President
Luong and Prime Minister Khai. Thank you for the warm reception
you xtended me and my family. The cultural performance last
nigh® was an excellent display cf Vietnamese talent. (U)

(Members of the Press depart)
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contrasted Americans calling our war the "Vietnam war," while we
call it the "anti-American war." We do not see it this way. We
think we established peace in 1954. The country was not
divided. There was a temporary demarcation line. However, Diem
did not. implement the Geneva Accords by holding el ions in two
years. In fact, there was no compliance ever, e though we
called for elections under international supegf#fsion. (ef

imed a border at the
say the border should

ad to launch a war
possible.

Not only that, but Diem went further and
17°" parallel. It was irrational of him
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we now prodf ce 20 million tons per year. We have even been able
to supply Zice to Cuba and North Korea to help them meet their
food need Now, we can help others. And we are firm in our
practice £ socialism. The Eastern Europeans were not as

l. As I observed to Secretary Albright, our socialism
has notfonly survived, but also prospered. (27
success

We hav{ been asked why we are privatizing. We have many
sectorg, like the state sector as in France. We have a
cooperative sector, with farmers given more independence to own
land. We also have a sector for private investment. All these
sectors are treated equally, as long as they respect the law.
We do not ban the private sector. And the economy is not
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CONFIDENTIAL. 2

President Luong: Welcome to you and your distinguished guests.

trip a milestone in the normalization of relations during your
eight years as President. I hope this is a new beginning of the
relationship, moving toward full normalization of relations.
(U)

I wish you success during your stay in Vietnam. I consider the

The President: Thank you for making my delegation feel welcome.
I was moved by the arrival ceremony. The Vietnamese people
have given me a great welcome. My wife arrived several hours
before me and also received a great welcome. I am delighted to
make the trip. It completes a crucial phase that we have been
working on for eight years. In nine weeks, we will have a new
President. We have built a firm foundation he can work with in
the future. I hope I can build on the progress we have made
during my visit. It is important to keep moving forward as we
have in the last eight years. We have some things we disagree
on, such as free expression. One encouraging thing to raise is
the response I received in the United States by the Vietnamese-
American community to this trip. Most felt estranged from their
native land, but strongly support efforts to build relations.
Many said that they hoped to be permitted to contribute to this
relationship. (e7

First, I want to thank you on behalf of all American people for
the work that that has been done in the last eight years on thefullest possible accounting of our POW/MIAs. I hope we can
continue that effort. I hope we can do more to help you to
account for those you have lost in the conflict. I brought with
me 360,000 pages of documents that may be useful to help in your
accounting. I also want to thank you for your cooperation on
migration issues. Ninety-nine percent of the resettled ROVRs
have been approved. This is important for our NGOs, and I thank
you for that. (ef
I believe the trade agreement will boost Vietnam's economic
growth. Your leadership took risks in signing the agreement,
but benefits can be very large in an open economy. Both sideswill need to ratify the agreement. USAID will provide
$2 million per year over the next three years to support
implementation of the agreement. I hope that Vietnam will
support maximum growth of the private sector to get the most
benefit from the capacity of the nation. I want to do all that
I can to get investors here, but I need your support. American
companies here are excited; many have sent representatives on
the trip. Their success will help us in our endeavors. (ey

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
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GONRIDENTIAL 3

Thank you for making our Ambassador so welcome. We have been
friends..fora.long_time. -He_is_a_symbol of-mypersonal
commitment to the relationship. His good reception made it
possible for him to give a good impression of the relationshipin the United States. (U)

President Luong: Thank you for speaking on issues of common
interest. Thank you for accepting my invitation to visit
Vietnam and to exchange views on our two countries and to review
the progress of the last eight years. As the representative of
the host country, I want to brief you on recent economic and
social developments in Vietnam. Vietnam is a developing countrywith a low development level. It has been the victim of
protracted conflict. Therefore, our most urgent task is to have
peace, the most favored condition to build up a country and
develop its economy. We have been carrying on our Doi Moi
policy for the last 15 years. In the last decade, we have been
happy to record significant achievements. Over 10 years the
average growth rate has been 7.2 percent; in the highest periodit reached 9-10 percent. Foreign trade has grown 20 percent
over the last ten years. Thanks to the national economic
potential, living conditions of the people has increased
significantly. In addition to economics, social policy is very
important to the government. (U)

Development of human resources and educational training are
important targets in 2000. Training and education at the
university level have expanded satisfactorily. There are about
one million students throughout the country. Medical care and
public health are very important. Family planning efforts have
resulted in a reduction of the birth rate from 2 percent to 1.53
percent. The number of medical doctors and staff has increased
considerably over the last few years. We have succeeded in
eradicating social diseases such as malaria, leprosy, and TB.
We have achieved almost 100 percent of child vaccinations
against the six most serious diseases that threaten children.
We are moving to the next step in our vaccination program to
safeguard children's health. We have a successful program to
fight poverty and hunger in Vietnam. In the past, 40 percent of
the population was under the poverty line. In 2000, that has
been reduced to 13 percent, an achievement recognized and
appreciated by international organizations. In short, the Doi
Moi policy in political and economic fields has been successful
and has the approval of the people. In the years ahead, we will
continue the policy to try to amplify the achievements we have
achieved so far. It has made it possible to overcome severaldifficulties in the past ten years. In the 1980s, economic
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difficulties caused inflation to be in the three-figure range at
times. In the last tenyearswe haveput_an_end to_.
hyperinflation, stabilized the currency, and achieved economicresults. (U)

Our Doi Moi policy mitigated the negative impact of the 1998-
1999 financial crisis, and we have fully recovered from thefinancial crisis this year. We have been integrated into ASEAN
and APEC, and we are trying to cooperate with other
organizations for peace, stability, and economic prosperity for
us and the region. We are. determined to go further down the Doi
Moi road and seek further renovation. It will enable us to
achieve further and bigger results. We hope to make Vietnam anindustrial country by 2020. In foreign relations, we want to be
a friend to all. We attach great importance to neighboringcountries and big powers. Relations with the United States are
very important. We have tried to pursue normalization and full
development of relations in order to create favorable conditionsfor the future. We are committed to talk about the future
without going through the painful past. We appreciate theefforts of the last eight years to achieve normalization ofrelations. Since normalization and the establishment of
embassies, I am happy to note both of our ambassadors are
working hard to contribute to the furtherance of relations. (ey

With regard to the past, the issue of biggest concern is the
legacy of the war. In line with our cultural traditions,
Vietnam appreciates the preoccupation of America with the MIA
issue. We have extended a large degree of assistance, which has
resulted in significant and positive results. I am glad youhave acknowledged and expressed appreciation for these results.
In Vietnam, we also have our own preoccupation with the legacyof the war. According to our statistics, we have 300,000 MIAs
unaccounted for. I want to thank you and the American
government for your cooperation to address the issue. Thank youfor bringing 360,000 pages of documents, which will help very
much. (24

The second problem is clearing of unexploded ordinance. Theyare still threatening the normal life of the people. I am also
pleased to note that the United States and NGOs have started to
help us to address the issue. There is a huge amount of work
ahead of us. It is a dangerous program. We are looking forward
to receiving more assistance from U.S. organizations and
agencies. (ef

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
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to receiving more assistance from U.S. organizations and
agencies. (€)

The third problem is much more sensitive: victims of Agent
Orange. We have not yet obtained many results. This is an
issue of grave concern and emotional concern. I want to mention
two problems: the existence of former U.S. bases contaminated
during the war and the individual victims. Disease is being
transferred to children and grandchildren; I have visited many
families in the past few years. There are no words to express
how distressing this is. We urgently need your help. You have
been examining the cases on the U.S. side. The Administration
has adopted measures to assist Americans, so you fully
appreciate the distressing character of these victims. I am
also glad to see that our scientists are starting to cooperate
and will be meeting in Singapore in November. I hope we can
have concrete action, which can be implemented right away
without waiting for research results.
It has been thoughtful of your Administration to assist victims
of natural disasters in the last two years. You have also
provided assistance to address the AIDS problem We are also
interested in education and training, which will help in our
strategy of industrializing the country and modernization of the
economy. I hope the new administration will continue to give
consideration in addressing these humanitarian fields. (fF
I want to be very honest. The leaders are under pressure by the
people to address the consequences of the war. For the sake of
reconciliation, we need to cooperate to address all issues. I
also think that if we can expand relations fast enough with
concrete results that will be good (enough) to settle the legacy
of the war. (ef
I earnestly hope the Bilateral Trade Agreement will be ratified
by both sides. It will help businesses on both sides to be
successful. I want to thank you for the technical assistance in
the form of $2 million per year for three years. I would like
to reiterate what we have said during the BTA negotiations.
hope you can grant support for our entry into the WTO. It is
our desire to integrate into the world economy. We are members
of ASEAN and APEC and have applied for WTO membership. These
are bold decisions with risks as well as benefits attached. The
decision is made, and we are determined to overcome obstacles to
bring about industrialization and modernization programs. (ef

CONTIDENTIAL
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You are interested in private sector development. Our policy is
economy. We

want the private sector to invest in the national economy.
Contributions from the private sector are very important. The
reality in Vietnam is that the private sector is small.
Entrepreneurs have not received the proper training in the field
of management. We need to encourage that development in the
future. In our economic development strategy, we give
importance to the development of new and sophisticated sectors
such as biotechnology, new materials, and Information Technology(IT). We are now developing a bold program for IT, aiming to
bring the capacity of the Vietnamese people and science
together. There are only a few thousand technicians and experts
in the field of IT. We want to develop this field to meet our
needs. We have 200 colleges and universities with one million
students. Among these, we hope to train a significant
contingent of IT technicians. We also have 300 companies
involved in IT. We are looking forward to cooperating with your
technology sector and getting positive results in the future.
(2)

We have 80 million people that represent an important market.
Our industrial program needs machinery to carry it out. Vietnam
is endowed with natural resources; the most important of which
is its people. We have a young population that is studious and
hard working. It can be developed satisfactorily. The United
States is among the leading economic powers with a huge capacity
in the field of education and training. In the spirit of
goodwill and friendship, transparency and noninterference, the
prospect for cooperation is very bright. It is the most
positive way to settle the legacy of the war.

With regard to the Vietnamese community in the United States, I
am happy with their successful integration into American
society. I am happy to note they are doing quite well in the
United States, particularly in advanced scientific work.
Vietnamese children are successful in school. I am also careful
to mention the value of culture and traditions in Vietnam. Many
keep in touch with their families in Vietnam. They can be very
helpful in the process of developing relations of our two
countries. Unfortunately, there is a small portion that is
hostile to Vietnam. We practice the policy of reconciliation
and natural entente. I would ask that the United States assist
in explaining that policy to the Vietnamese-American community.
(of

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
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The President: That was a good review of the situation and
issues of_concern..Time is_constrained.so let me, respond
briefly and then get back to you in more detail later. First,
your summary of health and education was impressive. I hope we
can be supportive in any way we can with regard to demining.
want to do more and will follow up. With regard to your
application to join WTO and your desire to have PNTR with us, I
find this encouraging and would like to set up a system to be
supportive of the implementation of the agreement. The capacity
of the nation of Vietnam to achieve rapid growth for an extended
period is great and I would like to support you. As far as
Agent Orange goes, I hope you will forgive me, but I need to be
straightforward. I am going beyond my talking points by saying
that I believe we should do more, not only for the people of
Vietnam but the people of the United States that were hurt. Our
ability to do more is directly related to what we have done for
our veterans. I ask your support in the meeting in Singapore
and in joint research on dioxins. This is not a way of avoiding
the issue, but it lays the foundation to do more. My successor
will not be able to do more if we do not meet our obligations to
our own veterans. If this is translated as a backdoor approach,it will lose in Congress. I sympathize with the suffering
because of Agent Orange. I ask you to be part of the process.
This is meant to lay the foundation for the future. One other
point. I have also instructed our officials to give you a
computer database of information that indicates where Agent
Orange was handled or spread. This will help to locate intense
storage sites. The ability of my successor to be more helpful
on Agent Orange depends on the ability to do right by our own
people. We need to be able to act on facts.
President Luong: Thank you for your ideas. Time is running
out. You will meet the Prime Minister and be received in
audience by the General Secretary. We should move to witness
the signing of the Science and Technology Agreement. (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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CONE ERENT 7358

President Luong.:__Welcome._to_.you_and_your.distinguished guests...
I wish you success during your stay in Vietnam. I consider the
trip a milestone in the normalization of relations during your -6
years as President. I hope this is a new beginning of t
relationship, moving toward full normalization of rela ons.
(U) 4

The President: Thank you for making my delegatign feel welcome.
I was moved by the arrival ceremony. The Viet#Mamese people
have given me a great welcome. My wife arri#fed several hours
before me and also received a great welcon

President. We have built a firm fd6u ation he can work with in
the future. I hope I can build on fhe progress we have made

such as free expression. One @ncouraging thing to raise is the
response I received in the Uy3deed States by the Vietnamese-
American community to this #~rp. Most felt estranged from their
native land, but strongly Support efforts to build relations.
Many said that they hope to be permitted to contribute to this
relationship. (ef

TI am delighted to
make the trip It completes crucial ase that we have been
working on for In week ill have a new

during my visit It important keep moving forward as we
have in the last Years We hate some things we disagree on,

you on behaif of all American people for.
fullest possible acfounting of our POW/MIAs. I hope we can
continue that effoft. I hope we can do more to help you to
account for thosefyou have lost in the conflict. I brought with
me 360,000 pages¥of documents that may be useful to help in your

migration issu¢gs

First, I want to than
on thebeen done in the lastthe work that that

piso want to thank you for your cooperation onaccounting
59 of the resettled ROVRs have been

approved. Thys is important for our
NCOpmend

I thank you for
that. (ef O
I believe the trade agreement will boost Vietnam's economic
growth. Yqur leadership took risks in signing the agreement,
but benefits can be very large in an open economy. Both sideswill need to ratify the agreement. USAID will provide "~
million per year over the next three years to support
implementation of the agreement. I hope that Vietnam will
support maximum growth of the private sector to get the most
benefit from the capacity of the nation. I want to do all that
I can to get investors here, but I need your support. American
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companies here are excited; many have sent representatives on
the trip.__Their successwill help. us_in_our endeavors .__(@)

Thank you for making our Ambassador so welcome. We have been
friends for a long time. He is a symbol of my personal
commitment to the relationship. His good reception made it
possible for him to give a good impression o he relationship
in the United States. (U)

President Luong: Thank you for speakingYon issues of common
interest. Thank you for accepting my #nvitation to visit
Vietnam and to exchange views,on our countries and to review
the progress of the last 8 years. As the representative of the
host country, I want to brief youjgon recent economic and social
developments in Vietnam. Vietn is a developing country with a
low development level. It has een the victim of protractedconflict. Therefore, our mos urgent task is to have peace, the
most favored condition to bu# d up a country and develop its
economy. We have been carrfing on our Doi Moi policy for the
last 15 years. In the las decade, we have been happy to record
significant achievements.f Over 10 years the average growth rate
has been 7.2 percent; ir the highest period it reached
percent. Foreign trade' has grown 20 percent over the last
years. Thanks to the ational economic potential, living
conditions of the pegple has increased significantly. In
addition to economic social policy is very important to the
government. (U)

wo

10

Development of hyhan resources and educational training are
important targeté an 2000.
university lev has expanded satisfactorily. There are about +
million studengfs throughout the country. Medical care and
public healthgare very important. Family planning efforts have
resulted in # reduction of the birth rate from 2 percent to 1.53
percent. number of medical doctors and staff has increased
considerably over the last few years. We have succeeded in
eradicating social diseases such as malaria, lepros rand TB. We
have achieved almost 100 percent of child vaccinati against
the six mést serious diseases that threaten children. We are
moving to the next step in our vaccination program to safeguard
children's health. We have a successful program to fight
poverty and hunger in Vietnam. In the past, 40 percent of the
population was under the poverty line. In 2000, that has been
reduced to 13 percent, an achievement recognized and appreciated
by international organizations. In short, the Doi Moi policy in
political and economic fields has been successful and has the
approval of the people. In the years ahead, we will continue

annTrainin and education at the
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the policy to try to amplify the achievements we have achieved

times. In the last years we have put an end to
hyperinflation, stabilized the Currency: and achieved economic
results. (U)

so.far.__It_has_made it poss ble to_overcome_several
difficulties in the past 107 years In the 1980/S,economic
aifficulties caused inflation to be in the range at

Our Doi Moi policy mitigated the negative impact gf the 1998-
1999 financial crisis and we have fully recovereg from the
financial crisis this'year. We have been integ#ated into ASEAN
and APEC«and we are trying to cooperate with gther organizations
for pea& stability and economic prosperity for us and the

and seek further renovation. It will en e us to achieve
further and bigger results. We hope to Anake Vietnam an
industrial country by 2020. In foreiggt relations,vwe want to be
a friend to all. We attach great importance to neighboring
countries and big powers. Relatio with the United States is
very important. We have tried to fursue normalization and full.
development of relations in ordey to create favorable conditions
for the future. We are committéd to talk about the future

relations. Since normal izajion and the establishment of
embassies, I am happy to ngte both of our ambassadors are
working hard to contributg to the furtherance of relations. (e7

CG

n the Doi Moi roadregion. We are detérmined to go further d

without going through the pai ul past. We appreciate the
achieve normalization ofefforts of the last rs

With regard to the pastf the issue of biggest concern is the
legacy of the war. with our cultural traditions,
Vietnam appreciates t e preoccupation of America with the MIA
issue. We have exte ded a large degree of assistance, which has
resulted in signifigant and positive results. I am glad you
have acknowledged gnd expressed appreciation for these results.
In Vietnam, we algo have our own preoccupation with the legacy
of the war. Accgrding to our statistics, we have 300,000 MIA/s
unaccounted forf I want to thank you and the American
government for fyour cooperation to address the issue. Thank you
for bringing 7360,000 pages of documents, which will help very
much. (ef
The second problem is clearing of unexploded ordinance. They
are still threatening the normal life of the people. I am also
pleased to note that the United States and NGOs have started to
help us to address the issue. There is a huge amount of work
ahead of us. It is a dangerous program. We are looking forward
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to receiving more assistance from U.S. organizations and

The third problem is much more sensitive: victims Agent
Orange. We have not yet obtained many results.
two problems : ?the existence of former U.S. ba s contaminated
during the waft and the individual victims. J sease is being
transferred to children and grandchildren Whave visited many
families in the past few years. There argno words to express
how distressing this is. We urgently ne@éd your help. You have

has adopted measures to assist Americ mS, SO you fully
appreciate the distressing characteyof these victims. I am

& are starting"cooperate and
will be meeting in Singapore in Ngvember. I hope we can have
conerete action, which can be i
waiting for research results.

is is an
want to mentionissue of grave concern and emotional concern

n the Ubeen examining the de. The Administration

also glad to see that our scientist
lemented right away without

It has been thoughtful of yout Administration to assist victims

provided assistance to addyess the AIDS problem. We are also
interested in education a training, which will help in our
strategy of industrializiig the country and modernization of the
economy. I hope the newadministration will continue to give
consideration in addresging these humanitarian fields. 02

of natural disasters in the Twoyears You have also

I want to be very hongst. The leaders are under pressure by the
people to address thé consequences of the war. For the sake of
reconciliation, we weed to cooperate to address all issues. I
also think that if can expand relations fast enough with
concrete results ghat will be good (enough) to settle the legacy
of the war. (27

I earnestly hop the Bilateral Trade Agreement will be ratified
by both sides. # It will help businesses on both sides to be
successful. want to thank you for the technical assistance in
the form of million per year for a years I would like to
reiterate whAét we have said during the BTA negotiations. I hope
you can gra# t support for our entry into the WTO. It is our
desire to tegrate into the world economy. We are members of
ASEAN and APEC and have applied for WTO membership. These are
bold decisions with risks as well as benefits attached. The
decision is made,and we are determined to overcome obstacles to
bring about inaZtrialization and modernization programs. (ef
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You are interested in private sector development. Our policy is
.to_encourage_and_facilitate all participants in our economy. We
want the private sector to invest in the national ecoyomy.
Contributions from the private sector are very impoptant. The
reality in Vietnam is that the private sector is all.
Entrepreneurs have not received the proper train#ng in the field
of management. We need to encourage that deve#opment in the
future. In our economic development strategy, we give
importance to the development of new and s sectors

to bring the capacity of the Vietnamesé people and science
together. There are only a few thougand technicians and expertsin the field of IT. We want to deyélop this field to meet our
needs. We have 200 colleges and wniversities with million
students. Among these, we hope £o train a significant
contingent of IT technicians. #We also have 300 companies
involved in IT. We are look g forward to cooperating with your
technology sector and getti positive results in the future.

We have 80 million peop 4 that represent an important market.
Our industrial programfneeds machinery to carry it out. Vietnam

hard working. It cgn be developed satisfactorily. The United
States is among t leading economic powers with a huge capacityin the field of education and training. In the spirit of
goodwill and frigndship, transparency and noninterference, the
prospect for cogperation is very bright. It is the most
positive way tg settle the legacy of the war.

nformationsuch as
bo

ials, an
Technology We are de el ping program for IT, aiming

is endowed with natur resources; the most important of which
is its people "we ha oung population that is studious and

A

With regard to the Vietnamese community in the United States, I
am happy wi their successful integration into American
society. I/am happy to note they are doing quite well in the
United States, particularly in advanced scientific work.
Vietnamese children are successful in school. I am also careful
to mention the value of culture and traditions in Vietnam. Many
keep in touch with their families in Vietnam. They can be very
helpful in the process of developing relations of our
countries. Unfortunately, there is a small portion that is
hostile to Vietnam. We practice the policy of reconciliation
and natural entente. I would ask that the United States assist
in explaining that policy to the Vietnamese-American community.
(ey

CONEIDENTI TAT
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CONFIDENTIAL 7

The President: That was a good review of the si and
issues_of concern. Time_is constrained_so let respond
briefly and then get back to you in more deta later. First,
your summary of health and education was impfessive. I hope we
can be supportive in any way we can with regard to demining. I
want to do more and will follow up. Witk to your
application to join WTO and your desiregto have PNTR with us, I

of the nation of Vietnam to achievg' rapid growth for an extended
period is great and I would like Yo support you. As far as
Agent Orange goes, I hope you W 71. forgive me, but I need to be
straightforward. I am going yond my talking points by saying
that I believe we should do pe, not only for the people of
Vietnam but the people of e United States that were hurt. Our
ability to do more is dire@tly related to what we have done for
our veterans. I ask youy' support in the meeting in Singapore
and in joint research dioxins. This is not a way of avoiding
the issue, but it laysgthe foundation to do more. My successor
will not be able to more if we do not meet our obligations to
our own veterans. this is translated as a backdoor approach,
it will lose in Confress. I sympathize with the suffering
because of Agent ange. I ask you to be part of the process.
This is meant to f ay the foundation for the future. One other
point. I have so instructed our officials to give you a
computer database of information that indicates where Agent
Orange was hapdled or spread. This will help to locate intense

on Agent Or@nge depends on the ability to do right by our own
people. We need to be able to act on facts. (ey

10n

find this encouraging and would like set up a system to be
supportive of the implementation of e agreement. The capacity

storage site The ability of my successor to be more helpful

Thank you for your ideas. Time is runningPreside uong:
out. u will meet the Prime Minister and be received in
audienfe by the General Secretary. We should move to witness
the sAgning of the Science and Technology Agreement. (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY

7

That was a good review of the si aThe President: 10n and
issues_of.. respond
briefly and then get back to you in more deta later First,
can be supportive in any way we can with ard to demining A
your summary of health and education was im essive hope we

want to do more and will follow up. to your
application to join WTO and your desiregto have PNTR with us, I
find this encouraging and would like set up system to be
supportive of the implementation of agreement The capacity
of the nation of Vietnam to achieve rapid growth for an extended
period is great and would like support you. As far as
Agent Orange goes, hope you 11 forgive me, but need to be
straightforward am going yond my talking points by saying
that believe we should do re, not only for the people of
Vietnam but the people of United States that were hurt. Our
ability to do more is dir tly related to what we have done for
our veterans ask you support in the meeting in Singapore
and joint research on" dioxins. This is not a way of avoiding
the issue, but it foundation to do more. My successor
will not be able to more if we do not meet our obligations to
our own veterans. If this is translated as a backdoor approach,
it will lose in Confress. I sympathize with the suffering
because of Agent Qange. I ask you to be part of the process
This is meant to flay the foundation for the future. One other

have so instructed our officials to give you apoint
computer databaSe of information that indicates where Agent
Orange was or spread. This will help to locate intense
storage site The ability of my successor to be more helpful
on Agent Or ge depends on the ability to do right by our own
people eed to be able to act on facts

Preside uong: Thank you for your ideas. Time is running
out. ua will meet the Prime Minister and be received in
audie by the General Secretary We should move to witness
the gning of the Science and Technology Agreement (U)

End of Conversation

CONFIENTIAL
CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY



14

PEP EOwe $3528
7

K8H

President Luong: Welcome to you and your distinguished guests.
I wish you success during your stay in Vietnam. I consider the
trip a milestone in the normalization of relations during your
eight years as President. I hope this is a new beginning of the
relationship, moving toward full normalization of relations.
(U)

The President: Thank you for making my. delegation feel welcome.
I was moved by the arrival ceremony. The Vietnamese people
have given me a great welcome. My wife arrived several hours
before me and also received a great welcome. I am delighted to

American community to this #rip. Most felt estranged from their
native land, but trongly,/Support efforts to build relations.
Many said that they hoped to be permitted to contribute to this

make the trip. It completes a crucial phase at we have been
working on for eight years. In nine weeks have a newwe will
President. We have built a firm foundat#on he can work with in
the future. I hope I can build on th progress we have made
during my visit. It is important keep moving forward as we
have in the last eight years. some things we disagreeWe
on, such as free expression Or e encouraging thing to raise is

States by the Vietnamese-the response I received in t

relationship. (J
AFirst, I want to thank you on behalf of all American people for

the work that that?has been done in the last eight years on the
fullest possiblegaccounting of our POW/MIAs. I hope we can
continue that effort. I hope we can do more to help you to
account for thése you have lost in the conflict. I brought with
me 360,000 of documents that may be useful to help in your
accounting.£ I also want to thank you for your cooperation on
migration #ssues. Ninety-nine percent of the resettled ROVRs
have beenfapproved. This is important for our NGOs, and I thank
you for hat.

e the trade agreement will boost Vietnam's economic
Your leadership took risks in signing the agreement,

but benefits can be very large in an open economy. Both sides
will need to ratify the agreement.. USAID will provide
$2 million per year over the next. three years to support
implementation of the agreement. I hope that Vietnam will
support maximum growth of the private sector to get the most
benefit from the capacity of the nation. I want to do all that
I can to get investors here, but I need your support. American

I beli
growth
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companies here are excited; many have sent representatives on
the trip. Their success will help us in our endeavors.

Thank you for making our Ambassador so welcome. We have been
friends for a long time. He is a symbol of my personal
commitment to the relationship. His good reception made it
possible for him to give a good impression of the relationshipin the United States. (U)

President Luong: Thank you for speaking on issues of common

the progress of the last eight years. s the representative of
the host country, I want to brief y on recent economic andsocial developments in Vietnam. etnam is a developing countrywith a low development level. has been the victim of
protracted conflict. Therefgye, our most urgent task is to have
peace, the most favored congition to build up a country and
develop its economy. We ve been carrying on our Doi Moi
policy for the last 15 ars. In the last decade, we have been
happy to record signifdcant achievements. Over 10 years the
average growth rate Was been 7.2 percent; in the highest periodit reached 9-10 peyfent. Foreign trade has grown 20 percent
over the last ten/years. Thanks to the national economic
potential, living conditions of the people has increased
significantly. /In addition to economics, social policy is very
important to e government. (U)

to visitinterest. Thank you for accepting my invitatVietnam and to exchange views on our two ceUntries and to review

Development £ huma and educational training are
important targets An 2000. Training and education at the
university level fas expanded satisfactorily. There are about
one millign students throughout the country. Medical care and
public health are very important. Family planning efforts have
resulted/in a reduction of the birth rate from 2 percent to 1.53
percent The number of medical doctors and staff has increased
considgrably over the last few years. We have succeeded in
eradicating social diseases such as malaria, leprosy, and TB.
We have achieved almost 100 percent of child vaccinations
against the six most serious diseases that threaten children.
We are moving to the next step in our vaccination program to
safeguard children's health. We have a successful program to
fight poverty and hunger in Vietnam. In the past, 40 percent of
the population was under the poverty line. In 2000, that has
been reduced to 13 percent, an achievement recognized and
appreciated by international organizations. In short, the Doi
Moi policy in political and economic fields has been successful
and has the approval of the people. In the years ahead, we will
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continue the policy to try to amplify the achievements we have

difficulties caused inflation to be in the three-figure range at
times. In the last ten years we have put an end to
hyperinflation, stabilized the currency, and achieved economic

achieved so far. It has made it possible to overcome several
difficulties in the past ten years. In the 1980s, economic

results. (U)

Our Doi Moi policy mitigated the negative impact of the 1998-
1999 financial crisis, and we have fully recovered from the
financial crisis this year. We have been integrated into ASEAN
and APEC, and we are trying to cooperate with other
organizations for peace, stability, and economic pros Bty for
us and the region. We are determined to go furt down the Doi
Moi road and seek further renovation. It wi enable us to
achieve further and bigger results. W Ope to make Vietnam an
industrial country by 2020. In relations, we want to be

very important. We have tried to pursue normalization and full
development of relationg"in order to create favorable conditions
for the future. We aré committed to talk about the future
without going throug the painful past. We appreciate the

embassies, I ap happy to note both of our ambassadors are
working hard to contribute to the furtherance of relations. (ey

a friend to all. We attach great importance to neighboringcountries and big powers. with the United States pale

eight years to achieve normalization ofefforts of the la
relations Sins malization and the establishment of

With regard to the past, the issue of biggest concern is the
legacy war. In line with our cultural traditions,the
Vietnam Appreciates the preoccupation of America with the MIAissue. /We have extended a large degree of assistance, which has
resultéd in significant and positive results. I am glad you
have acknowledged and expressed appreciation for these results.
In V etnam, we also have our own preoccupation with the legacy
of jhe war. According to our statistics, we have 300,000 MIAs
unaccounted for. I want to thank you and the American
government for your cooperation to address the issue. Thank youfor bringing 360,000 pages of documents, which will help very
Much. (ee

The second problem is clearing of unexploded ordinance. They
are still threatening the normal life of the people. I am also
pleased to note that the United States and NGOs have started to
help us to address the issue. There is a huge amount of work
ahead of us. It is a dangerous program. We are looking forward
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