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5112

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWiA 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 21 July 1997

As you may have heard, I met President Arafat in London at the beginning of

last week. I have also spoken recently to Ehud Barak, King Hussein and Prime

Minister Hariri. These conversations have left me very concerned that we may be

heading towards a new crisis in the Middle East.

The deadlock on the Palestinian track appears very serious. I am struck in

particular by the absence of trust between the two sides. Arafat has little confidence

that Netanyahu will keep his word - and this view is clearly widely shared in the

Arab world. The stalemate is meanwhile undermining Arafat's position. Swift and

decisive action may be needed to prevent a dangerous deterioration and a renewed

explosion of violence.

Although there have been encouraging developments in security co-operation

and in the talks between Yitsak Mordechai and Nabil Sha'ath on confidence-building
measures,

measures, I am concerned that the situation will remain very fragile unless

Netanyahu offers a substantial pause in settlement building. Yasser Arafat expressed
with great feeling the depth of Palestinian frustration and his real concern that, by

the time final status talks resume, there will be nothing left to negotiate. I fear that

the further redeployment of Israeli troops from areas of the West Bank due in early

September could prove to be a flashpoint.
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Dennis Ross telephoned my officials just before I saw Yasser Arafat He +

asked us to urge him to prevent further violence in Hebron and the rest of the

Occupied Territories. I wholeheartedly agree that it is dangerous to use security go-

operation as a bargaining weapon. I made clear to Yasser Arafat that violence in the

streets of Hebron only makes it more difficult to find a way to break the deadlock

and get the peace process back on track. I urged him to work to prevent this.

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss with you how we might move

things forward. We need to find a way to persuade Netanyahu to shift from his

present position. We must also bolster Yasser Arafat, while ensuring he does

everything in his power to urge restraint and prevent violence. He made a strong

pitch in London for more EU action, including some form of economic pressure on

Israel. It is a line he seems certain to repeat - and it will find an echo in some

quarters. Personally, I do not believe any such thing would work. The trick is

rather to exert constructive pressure that will encourage Netanyahu to move

forward, rather than force him into more extreme positions, as well as acting on

Arafat too. It is hard to avoid the conclusion that a US-led initiative to break the

deadlock is going to be needed.

I am particulary anxious that the EU and US should act in concert. This will

maximise the chances of success. Perhaps we could have a word on the telephone

about this in the next few days.

Tt ts &
FRAME Mote

[
The President of the United States of America
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Dennis Ross telephoned my officials just before I saw Yasser Arafat. He

asked us to urge him to prevent further violence in Hebron and the rest of the

Occupied Territories. I wholeheartedly agree that it is dangerous to use security co-

operation as a bargaining weapon. I made clear to Yasser Arafat that violence in the

streets of Hebron only makes it more difficult to find raa way to break the deadlock

and get the peace process back on track. I urged him to work to prevent this.

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss with you how we might move

things forward. We need to find a way to persuade Netanyahu to shift from his

present position. We must also bolster Yasser Arafat, while ensuring he does

everything in his power to urge restraint and prevent violence. He made a strong

pitch in London for more EU action, including some form of economic pressure on

Israel. It is a line he seems certain to repeat - and it will find an echo in some

quarters. Personally, I do not believe any such thing would work. The trick is

rather to exert constructive pressure that will encourage Netanyahu to move

forward, rather than force him into more extreme positions, as well as acting on

Arafat too. It is hard to avoid the conclusion that a US-led initiative to break the

deadlock is going to be needed.

I am particulary anxious that the EU and US should act in concert. This will

maximise the chances of success. Perhaps we could have a word on the telephone

about this in the next few days.
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d N

At PA, Maye

The President of the United States of America
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PLEASE STAFF

22 July 1997

The Honorable
Samuel R BergerNational Security Adviser to the President
Room 1/WW
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington D.c. 20500

British Embassy
Washington

3100 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20008-3600

Telephone: (202) 588-6512
Facsimile: (202) 588-7870

From the Ambassador

1 1

I should be grateful if you would pass to the President
the enclosed letter from the Prime Minister about the Middle East
Peace Process.

John Kerr
__
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER
21 July 1997

a A=
As you may have heard, I met President Aratat in London at the begimiung of

last week. I have also spoken recently to Ehud Barak, King Hussein and Prime

Minister Hariri. These conversations have left me very concerned that we may be

heading towards a new crisis in the Middle Last.

The deadlock on the Palestinian track appears very serious. I am struck in

particular by the absence of trust between the two sides. Arafat has little confidence

that Netanyahu will keep his word - and this view is clearly widely shared in the

Arab world. The stalemate is meanwhile undermining Arafat's position. Swift and

decisive action may be needed to prevent a dangerous deterioration and a renewed

explosion of violence.

Although there have been encouraging developments in security co-operation

and in the talks between Yitsak Mordechai and Nabil Sha'ath on confidence-building

measures, I am concerned that the situation will remain very fragile unless

Netanyahu offers a substantial pause in settlement building. Yasser Arafat expressed

with great feeling the depth of Palestinian frustration and his rea1 concern that, by

the time final status talks resume, there will be nothing left to negotiate. I fear that

the further redeployment of Israeli troops from areas of the West Bank due in early

September could prove to be a flashpoint.
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Dennis Ross telephoned my officials just before [ saw Yasser Arafat. Ile

asked us to urge him to prevent further violence in Hebron and the rest of the

Occupied Territories. I wholeheartedly agree that it is dangerous to use security co-

operation as a bargaining weapon. I made clear to Yasser Arafat that violence in the

streets of Hebron only makes it more difficult to find a way to break the deadlock

and get the peace process back on track. l urged him to work to prevent thus.

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss with you how we might move

things forward. We need to find a way to persuade Netanyahu to shift from his

present position. We must also bolster Yasser Arafat, while ensuring he does

everything in his power to urge restraint and prevent violence. He made a strong

pitch in London for more EU action, including some form of economic pressure on

Israel. It is a line he seems certain to repeat - and it will find an echo in some

quarters. Personally, I do not believe any such thing would work. 'The trick is

rather to exert constructive pressure that will encourage Netanyahu to move

forward, rather than force him into more extreme.positions, as well as acting on

Arafat too. It is hard to avoid the conclusion that a US-led initiative to break the

deadlock is going to be needed.

I am particulary anxious that the EU and US should act in concert. This will

maximise the chances of success. Perhaps we could have a word on the tclephone

about this in the next few days

, {-
e
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The President of the United States of America

2-

Dennis Ross telephoned my officials just before saw Yasser Arafat. Ie

asked us to urge him to prevent further violence in Hebron and the rest of the

Occupied Territories. I wholeheartedly agree that it is dangerous to usc security co

peration s a bargaining weapon. I made clear to Yasser Arafat that violence in the

It tostreets f Hebron only makes it more difficu find a way to break the deadlock

get the peace process back on track. l urged him to work to prevent thus

would welcome the opportunity to discuss with you how we might move

things forward. We need to find a way to persuade Netanyahu to shift from his

present position. We must also bolster Yasser Arafat, while ensuring he does

everything in his power to urge restraintand prevent violence He made a strong

pitch in London for more EU action, including some form of economic pressure on

Israel. It is a line he seems certain to repeat - and it will find an echo in some

quarters. Personally, I do not believe any such thing would work. 'The trick is

rather to exert constructive pressure that will encourage Netanyahu to move

forward, rather than force him into more ¢xtreme positions, as well as acting on

Arafat too. It is hard to avoid the conclusion that a US-led initiative to break the

deadlock is going to be needed

I am particulary anxious that the EU and US should act inconcert This will

maxirnise the chances of success Perhaps we could have a word on the tclephone

about this in the next few days
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PLEASE STAFF
British Embassy
Washington

22 July 1997 S/ /
3100 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20008-3600The Honorable

Samuel R Berger Telephone: (202) 588-6512
National Security Adviser to the President Facsimile: (202) 588-7870
Room 1/WW From the AmbassadorThe White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington D.C. 20500

Nes Seay
I should be grateful if you would pass to the President

the enclosed letter from the Prime Minister about the Middle East
Peace Process.

John Kerr
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

JHE PRIME MINISTER 21 July 1997

a [
As you may have heard, J met President Arafat in London at the beginuing of

jast week. I have also spoken recently to Ehud Barak, King Hussein and Prime

Minister Hariri. These conversations have left me very concerned that we may be

heading towards a new crisis in the Middle Last.

The deadlock on the Palestinian track appears very serious. I am struck in

particular by the absence of trust between the two sides. Arafat has little contidence

that Netanyahu will keep his word - and this view is clearly widely shared in the

Arab world. The stalemate is meanwhile undermining Arafat's position. Swift and

decisive action may be needed to prevent a dangerous deterioration and a renewed

explosion of violence.

Although there have been encouraging developments in security co-operation

and in the talks between Yitsak Mordechai and Nabil Sha'ath on confidence-building

measures, I am concerned that the situation will remain very fragile unless

Netanyahu offers a substantial pause in settlement building. Yasser Arafat expressed

with great feeling the depth of Palestinian frustration and his real concern that, by

the time final status talks resume, there will be nothing left to negotiate. I fear that

the further redeployment of Israeli troops from areas of the West Bank due in early

September could prove to be a flashpoint.

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

JHE PRIME MINISTER 21 July 1997

a [
As you may have heard, J met President Arafat in London at the beginuing of

jast week. I have also spoken recently to Ehud Barak, King Hussein and Prime

Minister Hariri. These conversations have left me very concerned that we may be

heading towards a new crisis in the Middle Last.

The deadlock on the Palestinian track appears very serious. I am struck in

particular by the absence of trust between the two sides. Arafat has little contidence

that Netanyahu will keep his word - and this view is clearly widely shared in the

Arab world. The stalemate is meanwhile undermining Arafat's position. Swift and

decisive action may be needed to prevent a dangerous deterioration and a renewed

explosion of violence.

Although there have been encouraging developments in security co-operation

and in the talks between Yitsak Mordechai and Nabil Sha'ath on confidence-building

measures, I am concerned that the situation will remain very fragile unless

Netanyahu offers a substantial pause in settlement building. Yasser Arafat expressed

with great feeling the depth of Palestinian frustration and his real concern that, by

the time final status talks resume, there will be nothing left to negotiate. I fear that

the further redeployment of Israeli troops from areas of the West Bank due in early

September could prove to be a flashpoint.



2-

Dennis Ross telephoned my officials just before I saw Yasser Arafat. He

asked us to urge him to prevent further violence in Hebron and the rest of the

Occupied Territories. I wholeheartedly agree that it is dangerous to usc security co-

operation as a bargaining weapon. I made clear to Yasser Arafat that violence in the

streets of Hebron only makes it more difficult to find a way to break the deadlock

and get the peace process back on track. 1 urged him to work to prevent this.

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss with you how we might move

things forward. We need to find a way to persuade Netanyahu to shift from his

present position. We must also bolster Yasser Arafat, while ensuring he does

everything in his power to urge restraint and prevent violence. He made a strong

pitch in London for more EU action, including some form of economic pressure on

Israel. It is a line he seems certain to repeat - and it will find an echo in some

quarters. Personally, I do not believe any such thing would work. The trick is

rather to exert constructive pressure that will encourage Netanyahu to move

forward, rather than force him into more extreme positions, as well as acting on

Arafat too. It is hard to avoid the conclusion that a US-led initiative to break the

deadlock is going to be needed.

I am particulary anxious that the EU and US should act in concert. This will

maximise the chances of success. Perhaps we could have a word on the tclephone

about this in the next few days

7

YUL,

The President of the United States of America
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