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0021 

UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

Thank you for your letter about the possible setting up of an air­

borne battle-field surveillance capability in the framework of the Atlantic 

Alliance. 

As you pointed out, this is a project of major importance with 

considerable implications for the Alliance. That is why it is essential before 

any decision is taken to make a detailed appraisal of the extent of operational 

needs, the global cost of acquiring and running the program, and the possible 

rules for using it. 

It is in this spirit that France, which has developed a high­

performance air-borne (helicopter) system, the Horizon system, intends to 

pursue the talks which have been begun on this matter with its allies. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurance of my highest 

consideration. 

With best regards [in writing] 

signed: Jacques Chirac 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLlQUE 

Monsieur le President, 

0021 

Paris, le 11 decembre 1996 

J e vous remercie de votre lettre concemant la possible mise en place, 
dans le cadre de l 'Alliance atlantique, d 'une capacite de surveillance aerienne 
du champ de bataille. 

Comme vous le soulignez, il s'agit d'un projet d'importance majeure dont 
les implications pour l' Alliance seraient considerables. C'est pourquoi il est 
essentiel d' evaluer precisement, avant toute decision, l' ampleur des besoins 
operationnels, le cout global d'acquisition et d'exploitation de ce programme 
ainsi que les regles envisageables pour son utilisation. 

C' est dans cet esprit que la France, qui a developpe en ce domaine un 
systeme helipoite tres performant, le systeme Horizon, entend poursuivre les 
discussions engagees sur ce sujet avec ses allies. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amew!:!e t 
WASHINGTON ,r10 ocopy 

cques CHIRAC 

Misc. Handwriting 
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Washington, December 24, 1996 

Dear Mr. Lake, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The Honorable 
Anthony Lake 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

Fran<;ois Bujon de l 'Estang 

~ou- l'f}w.~~ .J--J-o· 
cL. (4l;.~ . 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: BURNS, W 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

STATE SECRETARIAT 

TO: PRESIDENT 

SOURCE: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

DATE: 11 DEC 96 

ID 9700021 

DATE: 02 JAN 97 

SUBJ: POSSIBILITY OF SETTING UP AIR-BORNE BATTLE-FIELD SURVEILLANCE 

CAPABILITY IN FRAMEWORK OF ATLANTIC ALLIANCE 

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR INFORMATION 

DUEDATE: 

COMMENT: 

JOHN W. FICKLIN 

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE 



Case Number: 2015-0809-M 

MR 
MAR 

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential 
Library Staff. 

, 

Original OA/ID Number: 
1596 

I 

Document ID: 
9700026 

Row: Section: Shelf: Position: Stack: 
45 ~ 3 3 V 



Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECT/fITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

001. Jetter President Chirac to President Clinton re: Friends of Lebanon 
[ untranslated] (2 pages) 

12/14/1996 Pl/b(l) 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
NSC Records Management 

([Chirac and HS]) 
OA/Box Number: 1596 

FOLDER TITLE: 
9700026 

2015-0809-M 

rs l600 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)J 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRAJ 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRAJ 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA) 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA) 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon reqnest. 

Freedom of Information Act - [S U.S.C. 552(b)J 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA) 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA) 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(J) of the FOIA) 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA) 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA) 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIA) 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells ((b)(9) of the FOIA) 



TO: SENS 

FROM: BURNS, W 

KEYWORDS: FRANCE 

PERSONS: 

emiFIBmrrIAn 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

HS 

SUBJECT: LTR TO PRES RE FRIENDS OF LEBANON CONF 

RECORD I ,: 
RECEIVED: 

DOC DATE: 07 JAN 97 
SOURCE REF: 9700025 

ACTION: NFAR PER PETERS 

STAFF OFFICER: PETERS 

DUE DATE: 06 JAN 97 STATUS: C 

LOGREF: 

FILES: PA 

FOR ACTION 

COMMENTS: 

NSCP: 

D O C U M E N T D I S T R I 

FOR CONCURRENCE 

CODES: 
I 

BUT ION \ 

FOR INFO 
NSC CHRON . 

DISPATCHED BY __________ DATE _____ BY HAND W/ATTCH 

OPENED BY: NSTMH CLOSED BY: NSTSM 

€6NFIBENTl~L 

DOC 2 OF 2 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526 

White House Guidelines, May 16, 2017 
By R t;>S NARA, Date I :t /11 /:to 1q 

.» o, s -o goq- rt 



DOC ACTION OFFICER 

001 PETERS 
002 
002 PETERS 
002 

-OeNFIBENTI.Ar. RECORD ID: 9700026 
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

Z 97010217 PREPARE MEMO FOR LAKE 
X 97010807 RECD STATE TRANSLATION 
Z 97010807 APPROPRIATE ACTION 
X 97012717 NFAR PER PETERS 

DISPATCH DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

DISPATCH FOR ACTION DISPATCH FOR INFO 

001 961214 STATE 

OONFIB6~ITH1L 



GOHFIBE~lTiiH, 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

RECORD ID: 9700026 
RECEIVED: 02 JAN 97 17 

TO: PRESIDENT 

FROM: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

KEYWORDS: FRANCE 

PERSONS: 

HS 

DOC DATE: 14 DEC 96 
SOURCE REF: 

SUBJECT: UNTRANSLATED LTR TO PRES FM PRES CHIRAC OF FRANCE 

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR LAKE 

STAFF OFFICER: PETERS 

FILES: PA NSCP: 

DUE DATE: 06 JAN 97 STATUS: S 

LOGREF: 

CODES: 

D O C U M E N T D I S T R I B U T I O N 

FOR ACTION 
PETERS 

FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 
BASS 
MILLISON 
SENS 
SODERBERG 
STATE 

COMMENTS: COPY SENT TO STATE FOR TRANSLATION. STAFFED TO PETERS PER REQUEST. 

DISPATCHED BY ___ J_n'\~J_+ ___ DATE 

OPENED BY: NSTMH CLOSED BY: 

.gQN}i'IBEN'fIAI:i 

vLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

BY HAND W/ATTCH 

DOC 1 OF 1 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526 

White House Guidelines, May 16, 2017 
By Ros NARA, Date I :t I t'i l:l6 I 9 

~o 1.t;- b~Oq- M 



0026 

Washington, December 24, 1996 

Dear Mr. Lake, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on December 16, 1996. 

The Honorable 
Anthony Lake 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 
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Dear Jacques: 

Department of state 

DRAFT REPLY 

Thank you for your recent letter on the G-7 and your kind 

wishes for the success of the Denver Summit. The many 

accomplishments we were able to achieve last year, as described 

in your letter, are a tribute to the leadership you provided to 

our group during your term as Chair. 

It is my hope that the Denver Summit will build upon the 

concept of globalization which formed the framework for our 

discussions in Lyon. By the time we meet in Denver, I 

anticipate that we will have implemented a number of the 

recommendations from the Lyon Summit, demonstrating again that 

the G-7, with our new partner Russia, can develop and deliver 

concrete responses to the most pressing issues of our time. I 

look forward to working with you and the other G-7 leaders on 

furthering Russia's integration into the work of the world's 

leading industrialized democracies. 



At some point this spring, I hope to see you, either here or in 

Europe, and look forward to hosting you and the other leaders 

in Denver. 

His Excellency 

Jacques Chirac, 

Sincerely, 

Bill Clinton 

President of the French Republic, 

Paris . 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPCBUQC E Paris , le 30 Decembre 19 9 

Dear Mr President, 

As my term as Chairman of the G-7 comes to an end and you are 
about to take ov~r .,c,n1 :-:-ie, I \\-Ouic! like to let you know how much I ne1ve 
appreciated the outstanding cooperation between our two countries during this 
period and the very positive results it has enabled us to achieve with all our 
partners. 

Our Group has indeed reaffirmed its vocation of giving the necessary 
stimulus to the work of the international bodies and of effectively taking 
responsibility for the questions which are not dealt with elsewhere. 

The results have been especially notable in the economic and financial 
fields. 

Thanks to the impetus given in Lyon, the capacity of the international 
firancial <;ystem to overcome wide-reaching crises has been strengthened with 
the doubling of the sums allocated to the International Monetary Fund as part of 
the New Arrangements to Borrow. 

His Excellency 
Mr William J. CLINTON 
President of the United States of America 
WASHINGTON 

.. ./ ... 
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As we requested in Lyon. the G-7 Ministers of Finance have begun a 
study of international financial stability in the context of the global financial 
markets. An intermediate report dra\'.rn up in liaison with our Sherpas, was 
submitted to us a few days ago. This document contains interesting. concrete 
preliminary orientations and enables us to hope for progress on several important 
issues. 

Concerning debt management. the orientations drawn up in Lyon led 
very quickly to concrete results favourable to the poorest countries. We must see 
that this initiative is implemented in a fair and flexible way so that it can benefit 
all the poor countries whose situation warrants it. 

The G-7's action to promote more effective development aid has 
borne its first fruits. The four Heads of international organizations invited to 
Lyon at the end or 1.he s ~1mmit :-esponded to the call for strenql--tc;-, a 
cooperation by adopting a joint document on strategy for Africa. This is unly a 
first step and we must naturally encourage Heads of multilateral organizations to 
pursue this path. 

Our Group can also be pleased with the positive results achieved by 
the first ministerial conference of the World Trade Organization, which 
correspond overall to the orientations adopted in Lyon. This success makes it 
possible to consolidate the multilateral trade system. 

Going beyond its traditional economic sphere, the G-7 also played an 
important role in catalysing such issues of worldwide concern as nuclear safety, 
non-proliferation, the fight against terrorism and against organized crime. 

Implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding signed with 
Ukraine (MOU) with a view to closing Chernobyl in the year 2000 has 
progressed well. Today Ukraine is demonstrating a more constructive attitude. 
Thus it has been possible to begin almost all the projects mentioned in the 
MOU, and financing set up by the G-7 and the International Financial 
Institutions has already reached $ 1.020 million. 

However, implementation of the MOU is now entering a delicate 
phase as the decision is prepared concerning transformation of the current 
sarcophagus covering the damaged reactor into an ecologically safe structure. 
Consistent with what was announced to President Kuchma at the Moscow 
Summit, a study financed by the European Union was submitted in November. 
This study emphasized the need to undertake short-term action to prevent 
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collapse of the current sarcophagus and describes possible options for a long­
term solution. Complementary studies are necessary. in particular concerning a 
financial mechanism. This approach has been favorably received by Ukraine and 
should put the G-7 in a position to draw up a final decision by mid 1997. 

Results of the Moscow Summit appear much more mixed. 

Concerning non-proliferation, follow-up to the Moscow Summit has 
been very positive. An international meeting of experts was held in Paris in late 

October to discuss the problem of surplus military plutonium stockpiles. This 
meeting made it possible to confirm that consumption in civil reactors in the 
form of MOX fuel is the most appropriate option in terms of the non­

proliferation objective. Moreover, the Programme for preventing and combatting 
illicit trafficking in nuclear materials adopted at the Moscow Summit has won 
the support of a l::1,. CT1.., 11umber uf Stat :;s contacted by France in the name of ~he 
G-7. 

Concerning safety, Russia's attitude continues to be ambiguous. 
Although Russia has signed and ratified the Vienna Convention on Nuclear 
Safety, it nevertheless resists requests to improve the safety of its own nuclear 
plants, even when it has received external financing. It has not yet ratified the 
Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage. Lastly, although 
Russia made the commitment to do so as soon as possible, it has not yet joined 
the 1993 Amendment to the London Convention prohibiting any dumping at sea 
of nuclear waste. In these circumstances, we must remind our Russian partners 
at every opportunity that we intend to remain attentive to implementation of the 
rlecisions of the Moscow Summit, as our Sherpas did when they met with 
President Yeltsin's personal representai:ive. 

Whatever the current difficulties, the partnership sealed with Russia at 
the Moscow Summit retains all its interest and must be reinforced at every 
opportunity. 

Our Group has given new momentum to the fight against terrorism. 
Solid technical work is taking place to implement the 25 concrete 
recommendations of the Paris Ministerial Conference. Impetus has been given to 
the work of the international organizations, including the UN, ICAO and the 
OECD. During its term of chairmanship, France has attempted to obtain the 
support of the largest possible number of States for the steps recommended by 
the G-7 countries and Russia. 

. . ./ ... 
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The « Lyon Group >> on transnational organized crime has also 
achieved operational follow-up of the Summit. Its discreet work has made it 
possible to establish cooperation among experts which must be further 
strenghtened. 

This rapid assessment of the year which is drawing to a close 
demonstrates that. more than 20 years after it was set up, the G-7 has managed 
to adapt to the evolution of the international system while at the same rime 
rernaining an irreplaceabl~ force of stimulus and suggestion, responsible and 
open to dialogue. 

I am convinced that, under your leadership, our Group will make 
further contributions to international stability and security, and I wish every 
success to the n P,nver Summit. 

Please accept, Mr President. the expression of my highest 
consideration. 

cques CHIRAC 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBUQCE Paris , l e 30 decembre 1996 

Monsieur le President, L 't C?,,{, ~ I J 

Au moment ou s'acheve mon mandat de president du G7 et ou vous vous 
appretez a prendre le relais, je souhaitais vous dire combien j'ai apprecie 
l'excellente cooperation entre nos deux pays et les resultats tres positifs qu'elle a 
permis d'atteindre, avec tous nos partenaires. 

Notre Groupe a en effet confirme sa vocation a donner les impulsions 
necessaires aux travaux des instances intemationales et a prendre en charge 
efficacement des questions non traitees ailleurs. 

Les res~ltats sont particulierement remarquables dans les domaines 
economique et financier. 

Grace a !'impulsion donnee a Lyon, la capacite du systeme financier 
international a surmonter des crises de grande ampleur a ete renforcee avec le 
doublement des montants mis a la disposition du Fonds Monetaire International 
au titre des Nouveaux Accords d'Emprunt. 

~os Ministres des Finances ont engage l'etude sur la stabilite financiere 
internationale dans le contexte des marches mondialises que nous leur avions 
demandee a Lyon. Un rapport d'etape, etabli en liaison avec nos Sherpas, nous a 
ete remis il y a quelques jours. Ce document contient de premieres orientations 
interessantes et concretes et permet d'esperer des progres sur plusieurs points 
importants. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
WASHINGTON 



2 

S'agissant du traitement de la dette, les orientations definies a Lyon se 
sont traduites rapidement par des resultats concrets et favorables aux pays les 
plus pauvres. Nous devrons veiller a une mise en oeuvre flexible et equitable de 
cette initiative, permettant a tous les pays pauvres dont la situation le justifie 
d'en beneficier. 

L'action du G7 en faveur d'une plus grande efficacite de !'aide au 
developpement a recueilli ses premiers fruits. Les quatre dirigeants des 
organisations internationales invites a Lyon a la fin du Sommet ont !"~pondu a 
l'appel lance en faveur d'une concertation renforcee en adoptant un document 
commun de strategie sur l'Afrique. Il ne s'agit que d'un premier pas et il 
conviendra naturellement d'encourager les responsables des organisations 
multilaterales a aller plus loin. 

Notre Groupe peut egalement se rejouir des resultats positifs de la 
premiere conference ministerielle de !'Organisation Mondiale du Commerce qui 
correspondent largement aux orientations retenues a Lyon. Ce succes permet de 
consolider le systeme commercial multilateral. 

Au-dela de sa sphere economique traditionnelle, le G7 a egalement joue 
un role important de catalyseur sur des sujets de portee globale tels que la surete 
nucleaire, la non proliferation, la lutte contre le terrorisme ou le combat contre le 
crime organise. 

La mise en oeuvre du Memorandum (MOU) si5ne avec l'Ukraine en vue 
de la fermeture de Tchernobyl en l'an 2000 a bien progcesse. L'Gkraine fait 
aujourd'hui preuve d'une attitude plus constructive. Ainsi, la quasi-totalite des 
projets figurant dans le Memorandum ont pu etre engages et les financements 
mis en place par le G7 et les institutions financieres internationale_s atteignent 
deja 1020 M $. 

. . ./ ... 
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La mise en oeuvre du MOU emre toutefois dans une phase delicate avec 
la preparation de la decision qui devra etre prise sur la transformation de l'actuel 
sarcophage qui recouvre le reacteur accidente en structure ecologiquement sure. 
Conformement a ce qui avait ete annonce au President KOUTCHMA lors du 
Sommet de Moscou, une etude, financee par l'Union Europeenne, a ete remise 
en novembre. Celle-ci souligne la necessite d'entreprendre des actions a court 
terme destinees a empecher l'effondrement du sarcophage actuel et decrit les 
options possibles pour une solution a long terme. Des etudes complementaires 
sont necessairPS, notamment sur le mecanisme de financement. Cette approche a 
ete bien accueillie par l'Ukraine et devrait mettre le G7 en mesure d'arreter une 
decision definitive a la mi-1997. 

Le bilan du Sommet de Moscou apparait plus mitige. 

En matiere de non proliferation, le Sommer de Moscou a connu des suites 
tres positives. Une rencontre intemationale d'experts, tenue a Paris, fin octobre, 
sur le probleme pose par les stocks de plutonium militaire en exces, a permis de 
confirmer que la consommation en reacteurs civils sous forme de combustible 
MOX est la plus appropriee au regard de l'objectif de non proliferation. Par 
ailleurs, le Programme de prevention et de lutte contre les trafics illicites de 
matieres nucleaires adopte au Sammet de Moscou a recueilli le soutien de 
nombreux Etats approches par la France, au nom du G7. 

S'agissant de la surete, la Russie continue d'observer une attitude ambigue. 
Si elle a signe et ratifie la Convention de Vienne sur la surete nucleaire, elle 
resiste toutefois aux demandes d'amelioration de la surete de ses· propres 
cei1trales nucleaires, meme lorsqu'elle dispose de fina11, .-~ments exterieurs. Elle 
n'a pas encore ratifie la Convention de Vienne sur la responsabilite nucleaire. 
Entin, alors qu'elle s'etait engagee a le faire des que possible, elle n'a pas encore 
adhere au protocole de 1993 a la Convention de Landres sur la non immersion 
des dechets nucleaires. Dans ces conditions, comme l'ont fait nos Sherpas avec 
le representant personnel du President Eltsine, nous devons rappeler a chaque 
occasion a nos partenaires russes que nous entendons rester attentifs a la mise en 
oeuvre des decisions du Sammet de Moscou. 

. . .! ... 
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Quelles que soient les difficultes actuelles, le partenariat noue avec la 
Russie a l'occasion du Sommer de Moscou garde tout son interet et doit etre 
conforte a chaque occasion. 

Notre Groupe a donne une dynamique nouvelle a la lutte contre le 
terrorisme. Un bon travail technique s'effectue pour la mise en oeuvre des 25 
recommandations concretes de la Conference ministerielle de Paris. Des 
impulsions ont ete donnees aux travaux des organisations internationales, que ce 
soit l'ONU, l'OACI ou l'OCDE. En sa qualite de presidente, la France s'est 
efforcee d'obtenir le soutien du plus grand nombre d'Etats possible aux mesures 
preconisees par le G7 et la Russie. 

Le "Groupe de Lyon" sur la criminalite transnationale orgamsee a 
egalement assure un s..1ivi op~rationnel du Sammet. Ses travaux discret.') o" t 
permis de creer une synergie entre experts qu'il conviendra de conforter encore. 

Ce rapide bilan de l'annee ecoulee montre que, plus de vingt ans apres sa 
creation, le G7 a su s'adapter aux evolutions du systeme international tout en 
restant une irrempla9able force d'impulsion et de proposition, responsable et 
ouverte au dialogue. 

Je suis convaincu que, sous votre direction, notre Groupe apportera de 
nouvelles contributions a la stabilite et a la securite internationales et je forme 
les voeux les plus chaleureux pour le succes du Sommet de Denver. 

Je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a !'assurance de ma haute 
CL·!lSideration. 

~ ~ ~ C-~ ~ ~ .... .....r- / 

____.> 

-=====-~Jftq=u~es~C~H:IRAC 

... / ... 
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Washington, January 7, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger : 

Please find herewith a letter from President Jacques Chirac, 
addressed to President William Clinton, that I was asked to forward to his High 
Addressee. 

With best regards, I am, 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

cc : - French Desk 
Department of State 

Yours sincerely, 

, 
Fram;ois Bufon de l'Estang 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPu BLlQC E Par i s , le 30 Decembre 19 

,,. . 

Dear Mr President, 

As my term as Chairman of the G-7 comes to an end and you are 
about to take over from me, I would like to let you know how much I have 
appreciated the outstanding cooperation between our two countries during this 
period and the very positive results it has enabled us to achieve with all our 
partners. 

Our Group has indeed reaffirmed its vocation of giving the necessary 
stimulus to the work of the international bodies and of effectively taking 
responsibility for the questions which are not dealt with elsewhere. 

The results have been especially notable in the economic and financial 
fields. 

Thanks to the impetus given in Lyon, the capacity of the international 
financial system to overcome wide-reaching crises has been strengthened with 
the doubling of the sums allocated to the International Monetary Fund as part of 
the New Arrangements to Borrow. 

His Excellency 
Mr William J. CLINTON 
President of the United States of America 
WASHINGTON 

.. ./ ... 
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As we requested in Lyon. the G-7 Ministers of Finance have begun a 
study of international financial stability in the context of the global financial 
markets . An intermediate report drawn up in liaison with our Sherpas, was 
submitted to us a few"cfays ago. This document contains interesting, concrete 
preliminary orientations and enables us to hope for progress on several important 
issues. 

Concerning debt management, the orientations drawn up in Lyon led 
very quickly to concrete results favourable to the poorest countries. We must see 
that this initiative is implemented in a fair and flexible way so that it can benefit 
all the poor countries whose situation warrants it. 

The G-7' s action to promote more effective development aid has 
borne its first fruits. The four Heads of international organizations invited to 
Lyon at the end of the Summit responded to the call for strenghtened 
cooperation by adopting a joint document on strategy for Africa. This is only a 
first step and we must naturally encourage Heads of multilateral organizations to 
pursue this path. 

Our Group can also be pleased with the positive results achieved by 
the first ministerial conference of the World Trade Organization, which 
correspond overall to the orientations adopted in Lyon. This success makes it 
possible to consolidate the multilateral trade system. 

Going beyond its traditional economic sphere, the G-7 also played an 
important role in catalysing such issues of worldwide concern as nuclear safety, 
non-proliferation, the fight against terrorism and against organized crime. 

Implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding signed with 
Ukraine (MOU) with a view to closing Chernobyl in the year 2000 has 
progressed well. Today Ukraine is demonstrating a more constructive attitude. 
Thus it has been possible to begin almost all the projects mentioned in the 
MOU, and financing set up by the G-7 and the International Financial 
Institutions has already reached $1,020 million. 

However, implementation of the MOU is now entering a delicate 
phase as the decision is prepared concerning transformation of the current 
sarcophagus covering the damaged reactor into an ecologically safe structure. 
Consistent with what was announced to President Kuchma at the Moscow 
Summit, a study financed by the European Union was submitted in November. 
This study emphasized the need to undertake short-term action to prevent 

.. ./ ... 
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collapse of the current sarcophagus and describes possible options for a long­
term solution. Complementary studies are necessary, in particular concerning a 
financial mechanism. This approach has been favorably received by Ukraine and 
should put the G-7 in a-position to draw up a final decision by mid 1997. 

Results of the Moscow Summit appear much more mixed. 

Concerning non-proliferation. follow-up to the Moscow Summit has 
been very positive. An international meeting of experts was held in Paris in late 
October to discuss the problem of surplus military plutonium stockpiles. This 
meeting made it possible to confirm that consumption in civil reactors in the 
form of MOX fuel is the most appropriate option in terms of the non­
proliferation objective. Moreover, the Programme for preventing and combatting 
illicit trafficking in nuclear materials adopted at the Moscow Summit has won 
the support of a large number of States contacted by France in the name of the 
G-7. 

Concerning safety, Russia· s attitude continues to be ambiguous. 
Although Russia has signed and ratified the Vienna Convention on Nuclear 
Safety, it nevertheless resists requests to improve the safety of its own nuclear 
plants, even when it has received external financing. It has not yet ratified the 
Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage. Lastly, although 
Russia made the commitment to do so as soon as possible, it has not yet joined 
the 1993 Amendment to the London Convention prohibiting any dumping at sea 
of nuclear waste. In these circumstances, we must remind our Russian partners 
at every opportunity that we intend to remain attentive to implementation of the 
decisions of the Moscow Summit, as our Sherpas did when they met with 
President Yeltsin' s personal representative. 

Whatever the current difficulties, the partnership sealed with Russia at 
the Moscow Summit retains all its interest and must be reinforced at every 
opportunity. 

Our Group has given new momentum to the fight against terrorism. 
Solid technical work is taking place to implement the 25 concrete 
recommendations of the Paris Ministerial Conference. Impetus has been given to 
the work of the international organizations, including the UN, ICAO and the 
OECD. During its term of chairmanship, France has attempted to obtain the 
support of the largest possible number of States for the steps recommended by 
the G-7 countries and Russia. 

. . ./ ... 
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The « Lyon Group >> on transnational organized crime has also 
achieved operational follow-up of the Summit. Its discreet work has made it 
possible to establish cooperation among experts which must be further 
strenghtened. ,,. ~ 

This rapid assessment of the year which is drawing to a close 
demonstrates that, more than 20 years after it was set up, the G-7 has managed 
to adapt to the evolution of the international system while at the same time 
remaining an irreplaceabl~ force of stimulus and suggestion, responsible and 
open to dialogue. 

I am convinced that, under your leadership, our Group will make 
further contributions to international stability and security, and I wish every 
success to the Denver Summit. 

Please accept, Mr President, the expression of my highest 
consideration. 

cques CHIRAC 
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Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 
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To: President Clinton 
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Date: January 15, 1997 
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., ---------
. The attached item was sent directly to the Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

xx 

REMARKS: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). 

/ - (- -
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Executive Secretary 
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9700936 

Washington, January 22, 1997 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to Y&ii. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on January 15, 1997, 

together with an unofficial translation. 

The Honorable 
Warren Christopher 
The Secretary of State 
The Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 
Tel. 647.5291 R. 7226 

Copy : - French Desk 

With high regards, I am 

The Department of State 

Yours respectfully, 

Fran9ois Bujon de l'Estang 
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9700936 

Washington, January 22, 1997 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on January 15, 1997, 

together with an unofficial translation. 

The Honorable 
Warren Christopher 
The Secretary of State 
The Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 
Tel. 64 7. 5291 R. 7226 

Copy : - French Desk 

With high regards, I am 

The Department of State 

Yours respectfully, 

Fran9ois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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pmdocpescot2prn4 

Memorandum for: 

Subject: 

Mr. Andrew D. Sens 
Executive Secretary 

S/S 9700936 
0483 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

January 23 , 1997 

National Security Council Staff 
The White House 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from 

FRENCH PRESIDENT JACQUES CHIRAC 

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on J ANUA:RY 2 3 • 1 9 9 7 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

~ ·ef, S/S-RMD 
ecords Management Division 

Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053 
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Washington, January 15, 1997 

Charged' Affaires a.i. 

N° Do3 /AA 

Dear Mr. Berger,, 

Please find herewith a joint message from the President of the 

French Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac and the Prime Minister of Japan to 

President William J Clinton, who asked me to forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours respectfully, 

Hugues Pernet 
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2. J,ef THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON TO 
PRESIDENT CHIRAC SHOULD BE DELIVERED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
NO SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW. 

3. ~BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR JACQUES: 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR LETTER OF JANUARY 15 REGARDING 
THE AGREEMENT ON HEBRON. I APPRECIATE THE KIND WORDS YOU 
HAD FOR THE AMERICAN ROLE IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS AND FOR THE 
WORK OF DENNIS ROSS. THE HEBRON AGREEMENT MARKS AN 
IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS AND 
CREATES A CONSTRUCTIVE FRAMEWORK FOR FURTHER ISRAELI­
PALESTINIAN IMPLEMENTATION OF THEIR AGREEMENTS. IT ALSO 
CREATES AN IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITY TO BUILD NEEDED MOMENTUM 
IN OTHER ASPECTS OF THE PEACE PROCESS, INCLUDING THE SYRIAN 

AND LEBANESE TRACKS, TO RENEW SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL ECONOMIC 
INSTITUTIONS, AND TO DEEPEN AND INTENSIFY THE MULTILATERAL 
TRACK. 

IN THIS VEIN, I ALSO WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR NOVEMBER 15 

cmmDENTIAL 
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LETTER REGARDING PROSPECTS FOR RESUMING ISRAELI-SYRIAN 
NEGOTIATIONS. I UNDERSTAND THAT DENNIS ROSS HAD AN 
EXCELLENT DISCUSSION LAST WEEK ON THIS SUBJECT WITH YOUR 
DIPLOMATIC COUNSELOR, JEAN-DAVID LEVITTE. ALL OF US IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, INCLUDING THE EU AND ITS MEMBER 
STATES, JAPAN, AND OTHER KEY SUPPORTERS, HAVE AN INTEREST 
IN SUPPORTING THE PARTIES AS THEY WORK TO ACHIEVE PEACE IN 
THE REGION. 

SINCERELY, 

BILL CLINTON 

END TEXT. 
ALBRIGHT 
< ... SECT>SECTION: 01 OF 01 
<"SSN >0193 
< ... TOR> 970203204856 M2601334 
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CO t◄ FI DErfflAL 



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

002b. letter 

COLLECTION: 

SUBJECT/fITLE 

[Duplicate of00la] (1 page) 

Clinton Presidential Records 
NSC Records Management 

([Chirac and HS]) 
ONBox Number: 1599 

FOLDER TITLE: 
9700492 

DATE RESTRICTION 

01/15/1997 Pl/b(l) 

2015-0809-M 
rs1603 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - 144 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA( · 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA} 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA} 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT 

SOURCE: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

DATE: 15 JAN 97 

SUBJ: PRES CHIRAC LTR RE HEBRON AGREEMENT 

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR INFORMATION 

DUEDATE: 

COMMENT: FOR INFORMATION ONLY - NO REPLY NECESSARY 

ID 9700492 

DATE: 27 JAN 97 

~~ 
JOHN W. FICKLIN 

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
DISTRIBUTION RECEIPT 

SUBJECT: PRES CHIRAC LTR RE HEBRON AGREEMENT 
DOCUMENT CLASSIFICATION: -60NFIBENTIA& 

EXTERNAL DISTRIBUTION: 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DATE TIME 

LOG 9700492 
DATE 15 JAN 97 

SIGNATURE 

FOR THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
ROOM 7224 

PRINT LAST NAME: 

2201 C STREET, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20520 

COPY: ..,_l ___ _ 

UNCLASSIFIED UPON REMOVAL 
OF CLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS 
Initials: Ro~ Date: 1 ~ /tq /~o•Ci 

~01!(""-of?oq-M 

DATE, TIME, SIGN THE RECEIPT AND RETURN TO: NSC RECORDS MGNT, ROOM 379 OEOB 
PAGE 01 OF 01 PAGES 



• I • 

Charged' Affaires a.i. 

N° e,03 / AA 

PLEAS~ ~~ 
~~~-~ 

Washington, January 15, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger,, 

Please find herewith a joint message from the President of the 

French Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac and the Prime Minister of Japan to 

President William J Clinton, who asked me to forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours respectfully, 

Hugues Pernet 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Mr President, Dear Bill, 

I have Just learnt that our very dear friend, Pamela Harriman, 

Ambassador of the United States to France since 1993 has passed away. In 

these very sad circumstances, I wanted to express to you my deepest 

condolences, personally and on behalf of my country . 

The United States has lost a great lady and a great Ambassador 

to Paris. I am well aware of the ties of friendship and loyalty between you and 

Ms Pamela Harriman. I too have lost a friend and an interlocutor of great 

distinction. 

The work which Mrs Harriman performed in her duties as 

Ambassador of the United States to France attested to the lofty idea she had 

of the exceptional ties of friendship which have always prevailed between our 

two countries. Her intimate knowledge of France, which she acquired during 

the fourteen years she spent in our country after the War, was coupled with an 

exacting vision of her mission. 

I have personally appreciated and admired the talent and skills 

which she employed every day in fostering stronger ties of franco-american 

friendship and solidarity. I fully measure today your loss and your country's 

loss. 

I would like you to know that France bows in tribute to one of its 

most loyal and sincerest friends and shares in your mourning. 

Speaking personally, and for my wife Bernadette, we are deeply 

sorry to lose such a friend. 

. . ./ ... 
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May I offer you again my deepest sympathy, and I ask you, Mr. 

President, to accept the assurance of my highest consideration. 

Hand written : Her death has touched me deeply because I admired 

her so much and I was so fond of her. She presented a wonderful image of the 

United States. 

With best regards, 

Jacques Chirac 



; LE P.Rl!SIDENT DE LA REPUBUQUE 

Paris, le S Fevrier 1997 0791 

Monsieur le President., 

Je vi.ens d'apprendre le deces de notre tres chere amie, Madame Pamela 

HARRIMAN, Ambassadeur des Etats-Unis en France depuis 1993. Je voulais, en ces tres 

dou.loureuses circonstances, vous faire part en mon nom personnel, comme au nom de 
mon pays, de mes condoleances les plus attristees. 

Les Etats-Unis perdent une grande dame et un grand Ambassadeur a Paris. Je sais 
lcs liens d ' amitie et de fidelite qui vous unissaient a Pamela HARRIMAN. Je perds aussi 
une amie et une interlocutrice de grande qualite. 

L • oeuvre accomplie par Madame HARRIMAN dans ses fonctions 
d' Ambassadeur des Etats-Unis en France temoignait de la haute idee qu' elle se faisait des 
liens exceptionnels et de l' amitie qui ne cessent de prcvaloir entre nos deux pays. La 
connaissance intime qu'elle avait acquise de la France apres la guerre au cours d'un 
scjour de quatorze annees se joignait a une conscience exigeante de sa mission. 

r ai personnellement pu apprecier et admirer le talent et les qualites que Madame 
HARRIMAN deployait chaque jour au service du renforcement de l ' amitie et de la 
solidarite franco-americaine. Je mesure aujourd'hui la perte qui est la v6tre mats qui est 
aussi celle de votre pays_ 

Soa;E:rcellence Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
· PresideDt des Etats-UDis d~erique 
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Sachez que la France qui voit disparaitre une de ses amies les plus sinceres et les 
plus fideles s•incline devant sa memoire et s'associe pleinement a votre peine. 

A titre personnel, comme pour Bernadette, c • est une amie que nous voyons partir 
avec une grande peine. 

En vous renouvelant t • expression de ma profonde sympathie, je vous prie de 
croire, Monsieur le President, a I' expression de ma baute consideration. 

,L oOL~,-,._ r...r r \' 
.r ~ re,..; .. ,=·,,. ~. tDJt 
d- ........ ~r u., ■ -.. ... ~~-

u ~,{ 

_I I......L' --

Jacques CHIRAC 
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Washington, February 5, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message of condolences to President Clinton from 

Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic who asked me to forward it to him. 

President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this message to the 

With regards, 

Franr;ois Bujo de l'Estang 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 6, 1997 

MR. P~IDENT: 

NSC has requested your signature 
tonight, if possible, on the 
attached letter to President 
Chirac. Sandy Berger is 
leaving very early in the 
morning and will be taking 
this letter with him to 
deliver to President Chirac. 

Please return to the Ushers, 
who can return this to this 
office. 

Helen Howell 

.. _,,, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 6, 1997 

MR. P~IDENT: 

NSC has requested your signature 
tonight, if possible, on the 
attached letter to President 
Chirac. Sandy Berger is 
leaving very early in the 
morning and will be taking 
this letter with him to 
deliver to President Chirac. 

Please return to the Ushers, 
who can return this to this 
office. 

Helen Howell 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHl!',GTON 

February 7, 1997 

Dear Jacques: 

I deeply appreciate your warm and eloquent letter of condolences 
on the death of Pamela. She loved France and cared deeply about 
your friendship and the ties between our two nations. You know 
how dear a friend she was to me, and how much I counted on her to 
see to it that the relations between our two countries remain 
close and strong. I know you share my belief that we must build 
upon her hard work and dedication. 

We all appreciated your kind statement of concern during Pamela's 
illness, and your sincere, heartfelt words upon her death 
praising her remarkable achievements as ambassador. I share your 
view that she was one of the greatest ambassadors America has 
ever sent to France. 

As I mentioned in our conversation on Wednesday, I was profoundly 
moved by your decision to bestow upon Pamela the Grand Cross of 
the Legion of Honor, your nation's highest decoration, and your 
decision to bestow it personally. 

Again, let me extend my sincerest thanks for all you have done. 
I hope to see you soon. 

His Excellency 
Jacques Chirac 
President of the French Republic 
Paris 



ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 6, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERG~ 

SUBJECT: Reply to President Chirac 

Purpose 

0811 

'97 FEB 6 PM9: 27 

To respond to a letter of condolence from French President 
Chirac. 

Background 

President Chirac wrote expressing his condolences on the death of 
Ambassador Harriman. Attached at Tab A for your signature is 
your reply, which I will hand carry to President Chirac on 
Friday, February 7, 1997. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 





02 / 05 / 97 MER 13:23 FAX 1 202 944 6166 AMBASSADE DE FR.~~CE USA 
~ 

. 
UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Mr President, Dear Bill, 

I have just learnt that our very dear friend, Pamela Harriman, 

Ambassador of the United States to France since 1993 has passed away. In 

these very sad circumstances, I wanted to express to you my deepest 

condolences, personally and on behalf of my country . 

The United States has lost a great lady and a great Ambassador 

to Paris. I am well aware of the ties of friendship and loyalty between you and 

Ms Pamela Han'iman. I too hm,,e lost a friend and an interlocutor of great 

distinction. 

The work which Mrs Harriman performed in her duties as 

. Ambassador of the United States to France attested to the lofty idea she had 

of the exceptional ties of friendship which have alv.,iays ptevai/ed benveen our 

two countries. Her intimate knowledge of France, which she acquired during 

the fourteen years she spent in our country after the War, was coupled with an 

exacting vision of her mission. 

I have personally appreciated and admired the talent and skills 

which she employed every day in fostering stronger ties of franco-american 

friendship and solidarity. I folly measure today your loss and your country's 

loss. 

I would like you to kn.ow that Ftance bows in tribute to one of its 

most loyal and sincerest friends and slulres in your mourning. 

Speaking personally, and fo.,, my wife Bernadette, we are deeply 

sorry to lose such a friend. 

.. .! ... 

[4100:i 
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May I offer you again my deepest sympathy, and I ask you, lvlr. 

President, to accept the asSW'an.ce of my highest consideration. 

Hand written : Her death has touched me deeply because I admired 

her so much and 1 was so fond of her. She presented a wonderful image of the 

United States. 

With best regards, 

Jacques Chirac 

~004 



021 05 / 97 MER 13 : 24 FAX 1 202 944 6166 

l LE ~IDEN!' DE .I...A.. REPUBUQU E 

Monsieur le President, 

AMBASSADE DE FR.~~CE USA 
\ 

Paris. le S Fevrier 1997 

~005 

Je vi.ens d'apprendrc le deces de notre tres chere amic:. Madame Pamela 

HARRIMAN, Ambassadeur des Etats-Unis en France dcpu.is 1993. Je voulais~ en ces trc:s 
douloureuses circonstanccs. vous faire part en mon nom personnel. corome au nom de 
mon pays, de mes condoleancc::s les plus attristees. 

Les Et:ats-Uni.s perdc:nt unc grandc dame et un grand Ambassadeur a Paris . Je sais 

les liens d'amirie et de fidelitc: qui vous unissaient a Pamela HAR.RI:M"AN. Je penis aussi 
unc amie et une interlocutrice de grande qualite. 

L' oeuvre accomplie par Madame HARRilv!AN dans sc:s fanctions 
d'Ambassadeur des Etats-U:ois en France t:t:moignait de la haute idee qu'elk sc: faisait des 
liens cxcc::ptionncls et de I'amitie qui ne cessent de:: prcvaloir enrn: nos deux pays. La 
connaissance inti.me qu'elle avait acquise de la France apres la guerrc:: au cours d'un 

scjour de quarorze a:nnees se joignait i une conscience ex.igeant:e de sa mission. 

J' ai personnellement pu apprecic:r et admirer le talent et les qualites que Madame 

f.{ARRilv!AN deployait chaque jour au service du renforcenient de l'amitie er de la 

solidaritc nan.co-americaine. Je mesure aujourd'hui la. perte qui est la voo:-e mais qui es-c 
aussi cellc de votre pays. 

SOD;Eza:llt:!ace Moa.deur William ✓- CLINTON 
Pruidt!llt des Et:a~Urus d~~rique 

· .. ..... ; ..:.-:· ~-~ · .. ;·' · ...... -~ ·. ·.. . .. .. : · ... ·.- !. ,·: .-:-:· : ~~ .... •: :. ·7: . -~ • . . ·-;:_ ···.=·.~. -::: ··:: ·. :: : . 
I .. 
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Sachez quc la France qui-voit d.isparaitre une de ses amies les plus sincerc:s et les 
plus fideles s"incline devant sa memoire et s'assoi:ie plcincment a votre peinc. 

A titre personnel, comme pour Bernadette, c' est une amie quc nous voyons parcir 

avec une grandc peine. 

En vous rcnouvelant: !'expression de ma profonde sympathie, jc vous prie de 
croirc, Monsieur le President, a l' expression de m.a haute considerariou. ,_- r l' 

.r ~ !t'o..,; '"\ ::,u'"" U,.Jt 
,d,..y .... c,..:;) U••• -,. .. ~~-

U Sa~ 

.. , .. 
. ' 

Jacques CI-llRAC 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON , D .C . 20504 

February 6, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

THROUGH: ALEXANDER VERSHBOwji/ 

FROM: MARY ANN PETERS;,/ 

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to French President Chirac 

0811 

President Chirac wrote to the President expressing condolences on 
the death of Ambassador Pamela Harriman. Attached at Tab I is 
your memorandum to the President asking that he sign the reply, 
which you will hand carry to President Chirac. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 
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Unofficial Translation 

Dear Mr. President, [in writing] Dear Bill, 

Thank you for your letter concerning developments in the situation in Bosnia­
Herzegovina which I noted with the utmost attention. 

As you stressed, it is essential to continue our joint efforts to enable a lasting peace in 
Bosnia to take root and, as a matter of priority, to ensure that the common institutions function 
smoothly. 

It seems to me more necessary than ever, with that goal in mind, to continue to give our 
full support to the efforts of the High Representative, Mr. Carl Bildt. In particular, in accordance 
with the conclusions of the conferences in Paris and London last November and December, it is 
essential to provide him with the necessary resources for the efficient coordination of 
international economic aid. 

This aid, the bulk of which continues to come from the European Union and its member 
countries, is the essential lever we hold at this point vis-a-vis the parties. That is the reason why 
we must support Mr. Carl Bildt's initiatives to tighten the conditional character of the delivery of 
international aid and better ensure that it is directed to projects involving integration on a Bosnian 
scale. 

I also share your assessment that it is desirable to increase the resources of the 
International Police Task Force (IPTF) Some progress on that direction were made during the 
last few months. It is important to consolidate this progress, taking into account the major efforts 
already made by the states which are the most engaged. 

Lastly, we should ensure strict compliance with the provisions of the peace agreement 
concerning the prosecution of war Criminals. France is sparing no effort to that end both through 
its very close cooperation with the International criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia and its 
repeated calls on to the parties to comply with the obligations they have contracted. 

I should like close consultation on these issues to continue between our two countries and 
with our allies and partners concerned. The upcoming visit to Paris by Mrs. Albright, whom I am 
delighted to be meeting on February 17, will provide a good opportunity to deepen such 
consultation. 

[ complimentary close] 
[in writing] Best regards, 

signed: Jacques Chirac 



MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, ===CHER BILL=== (MENTION 
MANUSCRITE) 

JE VOUS REMERCIE DE VOTRE LETTRE CONCERN.ANT L'EVOLUTION DE 
LA SITUATION EN BOSNIE HERZEGOVINE, DONT J AI PRIS CONNAISSANCE 
AVEC LA PLUS GRANDE ATTENTION. 

COMME VOUS LE SOULIGNEZ, IL EST ESSENTIEL DE POURSUIVRE NOS 
EFFORTS CONJOINTS AFIN D'ENRACINER DURABLEMENT LA PAIX EN BOSNIE ET, 
DE MANIERE PRIORITAIRE, D'ASSURER LE BON FONCTIONNEMENT DES 
INSTITUTIONS COMMUNES. 

IL ME PARAIT PLUS QUE JAMAIS NECESSAIRE, DANS CE BUT, DE CONTINUER 
A APPORTER NOTRE PLEIN SOUTIEN AUX EFFORTS DU HAUT REPRESENTANT, M. 
CARL BILDT . IL CONVIENT EN PARTICULIER, CONFORMEMENT AUX CONCLUSIONS 
DES CONFERENCES TENUES A PARIS ET A LONDRES EN NOVEMBRE ET DECEMBRE 
DE L'ANNEE DERNIERE, DE LUI CONFERER LES MOYENS NECESSAIRES POUR 
ASSURER UNE COORDINATION EFFICACE DE L'AIDE ECONOMIQUE 
INTERNATIONALE. 

CETTE AIDE, DONT L'ESSENTIEL CONTINUE A PROVENIR DEL UNION 
EUROPEENNE ET DE SES PAYS MEMBRES, CONSTITUE LE LEVIER ESSENTIEL DONT 
NOUS DISPOSONS AUJOURD'HUI A L'EGARD DES PARTIES. C'EST LA RAISON 
POUR LAQUELLE NOUS DEVONS APPUYER LES INITIATIVES DEM. CARL BILDT 
VISANT A ACCROITRE LA CONDITIONNALITE DE L'AIDE INTERNATIONALE ET A 
MIEUX ASSURER SON ORIENTATION VERS DES PROJETS INTEGRATEURS AL 
ECHELLE DE LA BOSNIE . 

JE PARTAGE PAR AILLEURS VOTRE APPRECIATION SUR LE RENFORCEMENT 
SOUHAITABLE DES MOYENS DE LA FORCE DE POLICE INTERNATIONALE (IPTF) . 
LES DERNIERS MOIS ONT PERMIS CERTAINS PROGRES EN CE SENS . IL EST 
IMPORTANT DE LES CONSOLIDER, EN TENANT COMPTE DES EFFORTS IMPORTANTS 
DEJA REALISES PARLES ETATS LES PLUS ENGAGES . 

NOUS DEVONS VEILLER ENFIN AU STRICT RESPECT DES DISPOSITIONS DE 
L'ACCORD DE PAIX CONCERNANT LA POURSUITE DES CRIMINELS DE GUERRE. LA 
FRANCE NE MENAGE PAS SES EFFORTS EN CE SENS, TANT PAR SA COOPERATION 
TRES ETROITE AVEC LE TRIBUNAL PENAL INTERNATIONAL POUR 
L'EX-YOUGOSLAVIE QUE PAR SES INTERVENTIONS REPETEES AUPRES DES 
PARTIES, AFIN QU'ELLES SE CONFORMENT AUX OBLIGATIONS QU'ELLES ONT 
CONTRACTEES. 

JE SOUHAITE QU'UNE CONCERTATION ETROITE SE POURSUIVE SUR CES 
SUJETS ENTRE NOS DEUX PAYS COMME AVEC NOS ALLIES ET PARTENAIRES 
CONCERNES. LA PROCHAINE VISITE A PARIS DE MME ALBRIGHT, QUE JE SUIS 
TRES HEUREUX DE RECEVOIR LE 17 FEVRIER PROCHAIN, FOURNIRA UNE BONNE 
OCCASION D'APPROFONDIR UNE TELLE CONCERTATION. 

JE VOUS PRIE D'AGREER, MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, CHER BILL, 
L'EXPRESSION DE MA TRES HAUTE CONSIDERATION. ===BIEN AMICALEMENT=== 
(MENTION MANUSCRITE) . 

SIGNE JACQUES CHIRAC 



J'~ 

Washington, February 14, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLlQUE 

Paris, le 14 fevrier 1997. 

Monsieur le President, 

Je vous remercie de votre lettre concemant !'evolution de la situation en 
Bosnie-Herzegovine, dont j 'ai pris connaissance avec la plus grande attention. 

Comme vous le soulignez, il est essentiel de poursuivre nos efforts 
conjoints afin d'enraciner durablement la paix en Bosnie et, de maniere 
prioritaire, d' assurer le hon fonctionnement des institutions communes. 

11 me parait plus que jamais necessaire, dans ce but, de continuer a 
apporter notre plein soutien aux efforts du Haut Representant, M. Carl BILDT. 
11 convient en particulier, conformement aux conclusions des Conferences 
tenues a Paris et a Londres en novembre et decembre de l' annee demiere, de lui 
conferer les moyens necessaires pour assurer une coordination efficace de l' aide 
economique intemationale. 

Cette aide, dont l'essentiel continue a provenir de l'Union europeenne et 
de ses pays membres, constitue le levier essentiel dont nous disposons 
aujourd'hui a l'egard des parties. C'est la raison pour laquelle nous devons 
appuyer les initiatives de M. Carl BILDT visant a accroitre la conditionnalite de 
l'aide intemationale et a mieux assurer son orientation vers des projets 
integrateurs a l' echelle de la Bosnie. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
WASHINGTON 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 



Je partage par ailleurs votre appreciation sur le renforcement souhaitable 
des mo yens de la Force de police internationale (IPTF). Les derniers mois ont 
permis certains progres en ce sens. 11 est important de les consolider, en tenant 
compte des efforts importants deja realises par les Etats les plus-engages. 

Nous devons veiller enfin au strict respect des dispositions de l' accord de 
paix concernant la poursuite des criminels de guerre. La France ne menage pas 
ses efforts en ce sens, tant par sa cooperation tres etroite avec le Tribunal penal 
international pour l' ex-Y ougoslavie que par ses interventions repetees aupres 
des parties, afin qu'elles se conforment aux obligations qu'elles ont con:tractees. 

Je souhaite qu'une concertation etroite se poursuive sur ces sujets entre 
nos deux pays comme avec nos allies et partenaires concernes. La prochaine 
visite a Paris de Mme ALBRIGHT, que je suis tres heureux de recevoir le 17 
fevrier prochain, foumira une bonne occasion d' approfondir une telle 
concertation. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, Cher Bill, !'expression de 
ma tres haute consideration. 

cques CHIRAC 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 



Washington, February 25, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on February 14, 1997, 

together with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel: 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours respectfully, 

Franr;ois Bujo de l 'Estang 
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Washington, March 4, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, 

President of the French Republic who asked me to forward it to him. 

President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

With regards, 

Fran<;ois Bujo de l'Estang 



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Dear Mr. President, handwritten : Dear Bill, 

You were kind enough to send me a dedicated copy of your book, 

Between Hope and History. I want to extend my most sincere thanks for this 

gesture, which I appreciated 

In this work, you describe with all the strength of your convictions 

your ambitions for the America of tomorrow. At a time when you are beginning 

the second term bestowed upon you by the American people, this book sheds 

precious light on your vision and your choices. 

I would like to take this opportunity to renew my warmest wishes for 

success and ask you to accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest 

consideration. 

handwritten : Bravo, dear Bill, it's a superb book. Cordially, 

Jacques Chirac 



LEPRESIDENTDELAREPUBLlQUE Paris, le 21 fevrier 1997 

Monsieur le President, e/'u % · l1 1 

Vous avez bien voulu me faire parvenir un exemplaire dedicace de votre 
livre "Between hope and history". Je vous remercie bien vivement pour cette 
attention a laquelle j'ai ete sensible. 

Dans cet ouvrage, vous decrivez avec toute la force de vos convictions les 
ambitions que vous nourrissez pour l'Amerique de demain. Au moment ou 
commence ce second mandat que le peuple americain vous a confie, ce livre 
apporte un eclairage precieux sur votre vision et vos choix. 

Je saisis cette occasion pour vous renouveler mes voeux de succes les plus 
chaleureux et vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a !'assurance de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

~ ,.O--'-'O 
1. lA-t ~u 

J 

Q I e.,., r .. '\ -:, u r b'- ,S'\.t. "' r<>{}-- I 

d§. ; U-\ n .. ,; ~~ .....s-' _,, 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 

President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 

J a ues CHIRAC 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBUQUE Paris, le 21 fevrier 1997 

Monsieur le President, ef"u % · lJ. 1 

Vous avez bien voulu me faire parvenir un exemplaire dedicace de votre 
livre "Between hope and history". J e vous remercie bien vivement pour cette 
attention a laquelle j'ai ete sensible. 

Dans cet ouvrage, vous decrivez avec toute la force de vos convictions les 
ambitions que vous nourrissez pour l'Amerique de demain. Au moment ou 
commence ce second mandat que le peuple americain vous a confie, ce livre 
apporte un eclairage precieux sur votre vision et vos choix. 

J e saisis cette occasion pour vous renouveler mes voeux de succes les plus 
chaleureux et vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a l'assurance de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

~ .C:-D-"O 
1• l.k ~u 

I 

Q I er-, r " '\ -:, u r b .._ &.,. " r"{)-- I 

s ; ~ o. ... ,; ~~ u..,S""'.,, 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 

President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Dear Mr. President, handwritten : Dear Bill, 

You were kind enough to send me a dedicated copy of your book, 

Between Hope and History. I want to extend my most sincere thanks for this 

gesture, which I appreciated. 

In this work, you describe with all the strength of your convictions 

your ambitions for the America of tomorrow. At a time when you are beginning 

the second term bestowed upon you by the American people, this book sheds 

precious light on your vision and your choices. 

I would like to take this opportunity to renew my warmest wishes for 

success and ask you to accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest 

consideration. 

handwritten : Bravo, dear Bill, it's a superb book. Cordially, 

Jacques Chirac 



Washington, March 14, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, 

President of the French Republic who asked me to forward it to him. 

President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

With regards, 

Fran<;ois Bujon de l'Estang 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Dear Mr. President, (handwriting : Dear Bill) 

The Olympic Games in Atlanta several months ago were an 

opportunity for the world's young athletes to meet and offer us a magnificent 

spectacle. 

The events were followed enthusiastically by millions of spectators 

and television-viewers, and the successes of our national teams sparked 

extraordinary excitement when the stars returned home. 

It is in this spirit that I would like to draw your attention to the 

fears that the white-water kayak slalom may be eliminated from the program at 

the Games in Sydney in 2000. I am aware that your national team, like 

France's, excels in this event. 

The local organizing committee (SOCOG) is citing as grounds for 

not holding the event the high cost of building the necessary infrastructure and 

under-use of the basin once the Games are over. 

You can easily imagine the disappointment of our athletes who 

specialize in the event and that of the coaches whose several years of effort and 

preparation at the highest level would come to nothing. 

The International Canoe-Kayak Federation has set about finding 

solutions so as to propose to the SOCOG and the International Olympic 

Committee significantly lower construction costs and a program for local use 

after the Games that will open up the sport to far greater numbers. These 

solutions will shortly be submitted to Mr. Michael Knight, Australian Minister 

for the Olympics, and Mr. J.A. Samaranch, president of the IOC. 

.. ./ ... 



-2/2-

I wanted to let you know that I am giving the endeavor my full 

support. I am confident that our combined efforts will make it possible to 

convince the heads of the SOCOG and IOC to reverse their decision and 

definitely include the sport in the Summer Games. 

I have asked Mr. Guy Drut, my Government's Minister Delegate for 

Youth and Sports, to contact his U.S. counterpart in order to examine with him 

the possibility of supporting these moves. 

I ask you, Mr. President, to accept the assurance of my highest 

consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jacques Chirac 
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Washington, April 3rd, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter to President Clinton .from Mr. Jacques Chirac, 

President of the French Republic who asked me to forward it to him. 

President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

APR 8 7:59 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter · to the 

With regards, 

Fram;ois Bujon de l'Estang 

-- .,, 

• 

CUNTONJ.IBRARyPHOTOCopy 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBUQUE 
PARIS, LE 26 MARS 1997 

Monsieur le President, 

Les Jeux Olympiques se sont deroules il ya quelques mois a ATLANTA 
et ont ete, pour la jeunesse sportive mondiale, l 'occasion de se retrouver et de nous 
offrir un magnifique spectacle. 

Cet evenement a ete suivi avec passion par des millions de spectateurs et 
telespectateurs, et les succes obtenus par nos equipes nationales ont suscite un 
engouement hors du commun a leur retour dans leurs regions d'origine. 

C'est dans cet esprit que je souhaite attirer votre attention sur les craintes 
de voir les epreuves du slalom de kayak en eaux vives ecartees du programme des 
Jeux de Sydney 2000. Je le sais, votre equipe nationale, comme celle de la France, 
excelle dans cette discipline. 

En effet, le comite d'organisation local (S.O.C.O.G.) fait etat, pour ne 
pas organiser ces epreuves, d 'un coftt de creation des infrastructures necessaires 
trop eleve et d'une sous utilisation du bassin une fois les Jeux termines. 

Vous imaginez aisement la deception de nos athletes specialistes de cette 
discipline ainsi que de leur encadrement technique qui verraient aneanties 
plusieurs annees d' efforts et de preparation au plus haut niveau. 

La Federation Internationale de Canoe-Kayak s ' est attelee a trouver des 
solutions pour proposer au S.O.C.O.G. et au Comite International Olympique 
(C.I.O.) un coftt de construction sensiblement mains eleve et un programme 
d'utilisation locale post olympique qui developpera ce sport aupres du plus grand 
nombre. Ces solutions seront prochainement presentees a MM. Michael KNIGHT, 
Ministre australien des Jeux et J.A. SAMARANCH, President du C.1.0. 

Son Excellence M. William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
Washington 

.../ ... 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 



Je tenais a vous faire savoir que j'apporte mon entier soutien a cette 
demarche et je suis persuade que nos efforts communs permettront de convaincre . 
les responsables du S.O.C.O.G. et du · C.I.O. de revenir sur leur decision et 
d'inscrire definitivement ce sport au programme des Jeux Olympiques d'ete. 

J'ai demande a M. Guy DRUT, Ministre delegue a la Jeunesse et aux 
Sports de mon gouvemement, de prendre contact avec son homologue americain, 
afin d'examiner avec lui l'appui qui pourrait etre apporte aux demarches engagees. 

Je vous prie, Monsieur le President, de croire a !'assurance de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

' 
Jacques CHIRAC 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 
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Washington, June 19, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

Franfois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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Paris, le 19 juin 1997. 

:~~ 

·~:;.t Monsieur le President, 

.;/;;:· 
,-

r :--: . Je vous remcrcie de votre lettrc du 13 juin, par laquelle vous avez bien 
-~ulu me faire part de l' etat de VOS reflexions sur la question de 1, elargissement 
!'. · -!'Alliance atlantique et surles perspectives d,adhesion de la Roumanie. 

~t{ Comme je vous l'ai inqique lors de notre entretien du 27 mai demier a 
~]'P-aris, la France considere que la Roumanie remplit !'ensemble des conditions 

-~ -·uises pour adherer a l'OTAN des la premiere phase de son elargissement. 
\;}; 
·)~~--_. La Roumanie a fait un choix clair en faveur de la democratic. Le bon 
'~~,nctionnement de ses institutions temoigne de la maturite politique du peuple 
,i ~um.ain, qui asp-'ire dans son immense majorite. la plus forte de taus les pays 
,.j!\,~d.idats. a rejoindrel'OTAN. 

La transition de la Roumanie vers I' economie de marche s. effectue a un 
. ,: _ e remarquable, comme en temoigne le soutien que lui accordent Jes grandes 
·' ~tutions financieres intemationales. 
~~:~ ~ 

~ti . La Roumanie a regle par ailleurs ses problem.es avec ses voisins et etabli 
-~ec eux les meilleures relations. L'accord qu'elle a signe avec l'Ukraine au 
~./_'6but de ce mois. apres celui qu'elle a conclu avec la Hongrie en septembre 
~mier, revetent de ce point-de-we un caractere exemplaire. 

-~~-}~. :~~t-·. Non seulemerit la Roumanie n'importera done aucwie difficulte dans ·•·· ..... 
~~ ··-~oTAN, mais elle apportera une valeur ajoutee importante a 1' Alliance, en 

:~ntribuant de maniere tres significative au renforcement de son flanc Sud. Les 
~;,.- _.arts importants realises par la Rownanie pour moderniser son outil de defense 

Ji' inscrivent dans la meme perspective. La contribution unanimement appreciee de 
~fee pays aux operations de maintien de la paix. en Bosnie et en Albanie temoigne ,.;1. 
·\ide la qualite operationnelle de ses forces armees. 

~,;~ • I 

:: n Excellence 
. :; onsieur William J. CLINTON 
/~sident des Etats-Unis d'.Amerique 

,\ ASHINGTON 
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. L'adhesion de la Rournauie apportera une contribution essentiellc a la 
. ~ , . , ilite de l'Europc centrale et orientale, qui constitue notre objectif central dans 

; '..udre de l' elargissement. Le souticn 1maoime apporte par les pays de cette 
':·.-· ·on a !'adhesion de la Romnanie des la premiere etape de l'elargissement en 
· ... titue la meilleurc "illustration. L' entrec de la Roumanie nous permettra aussi 

_.-:-~viter de donner le sentiment de retablir un clivage entre le Nord et le Sud de 
,. · pe. qui marquerait un signal negatif et paradoxal alors que la signature de 

·iCActe fondateur entrc l'OTAN et la Russie nous permet d'effacer la ligne de 
;.'"CJ::• . 

:~W.~ture entre l'Est et l'Ouest du continent europeen. Au total, l'adhesion de la 
· · ··b.umanie nous conduira ainsi a donner sa pleine coherence strategique a 

~~gissement de l'OTAN. dans le cadre de notre objectif commun d'une 
~ ·· ope plus stable et plus unie. Ce faisant, l'cntree de la Rouroanie confortera 

-r.: -'1"~ ,. 

~ ·7_:. )re engagement partage a maintenir ouvcrte la porte de I' Alliance apres cc 
''~-~- ·_.mier elargisscmen;t et renforcera, a I' egard des autres pays candidats, la 
';~ . spective de la pouisuite du processus engage . . -:-
•. 
t. ·. i;t; . r ajoute que les craintes p~ois exprimees concernant le maintien de la 

'~ ohesion de I' Alliance OU le coiit :financier de l' adhesion roumaine me paraissent 
~eu convaincantes. La Rol.llilanie n ' a en effet jamais etc reellement integree, Sur 

~~ plan militaire, a l' ancien Pacte de Varsovie. Son adaptation aux standards de 
· :. bTAN, deja engagee, en sera done facilitee . . 

Toutes ces raisons ont conduit la majorite des pays membres de 1' Alliance 
'. · antique a prendre · clairement position pour que la Rouroanit: figure dans le 

~ ~: .emier groupe des p~ys qui seront appelcs a rejoind.re l'OTAN. 
~~{j·;~ .. 
~t-~.- Ces memes rai.sons ont conduit et continueront a conduire la France a 

· :.· · puyer la candidature de la Rownanie pour qu' elle soit invitee des le Sammet de 
.··. adrid, aux cotes de la Pologne, de la Hongrie, de la Republique Tcheque et de 
;la Slovenie, a engager des negociations d' adhesion avec I' Alliance, sans 
'.~ '. cjudice des delais d'aboutissement de ces negociations. 
~ . . . . 

•·. 

~-; . Je suis convaincu qu'il est possible de batir cntre les Allies un consensus 
·• •I • 

~$.Ur ce sujet qui reponde a l'cnsem.blc de nos preoccupations. Je me rejouis de la 
... t: rspective de m'en entretenir avec vous a !'occasion du Sammet de Denver. 

'-if. 
,,,.j~/:- Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur: le President. !'expression de ma tres haute 
.i- -~t:.:ionsideration. 

r.~ ·-

i~ . 0-~ ~~~ '~) 
~ 

acqucs CHIRAC 

. 
.. 'i 

· I 

1 

I . : 
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Paris, June 19, 1997 

Mr. President, Dear Bill, 
97 11 646 

I want to thank you for your letter of June 13, in which you kindly shared your thoughts on the 
question of the enlargement of the Atlantic Alliance and the prospects for Romania's 
membership. 

As I indicated during our conversation in Paris on May 27, France considers that Romania fulfills 
all the necessary conditions for joining NATO during the first phase of enlargement. 

Romania has made a clear choice in favor of democracy. The effective functioning of its 
institutions testifies to the political· maturity of the Romanian people, the vast majority--the 
strongest in all the candidate countries--ofwhom aspire to join NATO. 

Romania's transition to a market economy is occurring at a remarkable pace, as attested by the 
support given to it by all the major international financial institutions. 

Furthermore, Romania has resolved its problems with its neighbors, with whom it has established 
the best of relations. From this perspective, the accord it signed with Ukraine early this month, 
following the one it concluded with Hungary last September, are exemplary in nature. 

Not only will Romania not bring any difficulties to NATO, it will bring considerable added value 
to the Alliance by contributing significantly to the strengthening of its southern flank. Romania's 
considerable efforts to modernize its defense forces may be seen from the same angle. The 
unanimous appreciation the country has earned for its contribution to peacekeeping operations in 
Bosnia and Albania testify to the operational skills of its armed forces. 

Romania's membership would constitute an essential contribution to the stability of Central and 
Eastern Europe, our central objective as far as enlargement is concerned. Unanimous support by 
the countries of the region for Romania's membership during the first phase of enlargement offers 
the best illustration of this. Romania's entry would also allow us to avoid giving the impression of 
re-creating a breach between Northern and Southern Europe, which would give a negative, 
paradoxical signal at a time when the signature of the Founding Act by NATO and Russia is 
allowing us to erase the fault line between the eastern and western halves of the European 
continent. All in all, Romania's membership would give NATO enlargement its full strategic 
coherence, as part of our common objective of a more stable, more united Europe. In so doing, 
Romania's entry wodd-bolster our shared commitment to keeping the doors of the Alliance open 
after this initial enlargement and would strengthen, for other candidate countries, the prospects 
for pursuing the process. 

I would like to add that the fears sometimes voiced with regard to maintaining the Alliance's 
cohesion or the financial costs of Romanian membership are not very convincing. Indeed, 

.. ./ ... 
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Romania was never really integrated into the military structure of the former Warsaw Pact. This 
fact would facilitate its adaptation to NATO standards, a process already under way. 

All of these reasons have led the majority of the countries belonging to the Atlantic Alliance to 
clearly support Romania's presence among the first group of countries called to join NATO. 

The same reasons have led and will continue to lead France to support Romania's candidacy, in 
order that it be invited, at the Madrid Summit, together with Poland, Hungary, the Czech 
Republic and Slovenia, to initiate membership negotiations with the Alliance, without prejudice 
to the deadlines for completing these negotiations. 

I am convinced that it is possible to build among the Allies a consensus on this subject that 
responds to all of our concerns. I look forward to discussing this with you during the Denver 
Summit. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest regards. 

Cordially, 

/s/ Jacques Chirac 

His Excellency 
Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
Washington D. C. (".\ ' ... 1 164( 



. -

Memonndum for: 

Subject: 

Mr. Glyn T. Davies 
Executive Secretary 

S/S 9711646 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

June 25, 1997 

National Security Council Staff 
• The White House 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from 

FRENCH !;'RESIDENT JACQUES CHIR,AC 

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on ~NE 2 5 '.1 
199 7 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-00S3 



Case Number: 2015-0809-M 

MR 
MARKER 

This is not · a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential 
Library Staff. 

Original OA/ID Number: 
1628 

Document ID: 
9704495 

Row: Section: Shelf: Position: Stack: 
45 3 3 2 V 



Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECT/fITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

.i,O,u,0,1.,l ... a~liJ1tt~iNF~---P~Filil!S~i8.MiliM!f!Kt-4'C;is~H"!F,81¼48~t~8~P~nil!iB~ia.M8llff!tft~C~l~tnft1t~8~fl-fP'ee'!-! ,t>,}iili,'i4'rtT~O~[~tHlf!1\tfl8'l'!!lilf!fl.~!!tt!latfote~et1]1---r.(2e----eij,6!,,;'"t'l:~9Jr/l~9~9~7f----:Pt"tlL't!'e~(+'i'l) ~\-\ Y/'1/'J.pU. 
~ 

~Q~Q~l '!!~.-+ilB~tt~e>f'-r ----+"P~F8'8BMiiEi~efl:R1t~G~kt!lif1'8li,&8 -flt@~Pi'"lfF@B!MBittEieetflH-t~C,;ili,ilftfltff!8~fl.-f'Fe!e !-l')-.,U"r-tT~0~(-2!2-l'!'W!li~~e~si't-) -----otje~6,M'l..,9M/ l..,9~97-r---tP~},;t;'l,w,(ot-1 ) .. l<.6\1 'Y"{ U>U-

""e~e~2a~.➔leetetfte!l"r----,p~p-ee~sitteete1'!f,t"1,C-.!'ktt1H"l'fl1i-ee-fjt6,-P+"'rl't'e~s iM'l8-eei,l'lit~C~l'ffH~1t6"'1!'t"i !l't'e~. -i'o"H,.,.l~rTt-1eO+-t(~2"1'!'1ftll.f"l~C~~~) -------,e~6.,,./T'l 9"11/-t-l "J'99"r7r---~P'+l'!'1!;'l,w,(+-t-l) KID-\ '1jl'{ ~U.. 

+,J,QQ.i.;2!l.+8"". -+.I e'>!ie!Hll!lll"-I ----+P~t f'l'BSM<iEIFWe'lflfl.+-t +-G~ft+l'H"f!<liB~tff'e.-lPJfrlf'!BS~iff<88~flN-t+C.;+J Hlflflfft@'lflfl..-4)11',e-. ?p,,;f.a.A-+T+0+-[1-t<t11:lfl1\;f;if'ff!IA-4lifl.,...!!Hf)8;i+te~a;f-l]-.(1,;,,2i,...----+8Hs6 .... / }1.L9H-/+.il 9~91'<17:.--+.iP+.1,ljli'l,,f,,( }i-.) ~lt '-1/'1/ ~DU-

~ 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
NSC Records Management 

([Chirac and HS]) 
ONBox Number: 1628 

FOLDER TITLE: 
9704495 

2015-0809-M 

rsl606 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - 144 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA) 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors la)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

b(l) National security classified iJiformation [(b)(l) of the FOIA) 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA) 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAI 



TO: PRESIDENT 

FROM: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

KEYWORDS: FRANCE 
ROMANIA 

PERSONS: 

-CONFIDENTIAL 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

HS 
NATO 

RECORD ID : 9704495 
RECEIVED: 27 JUN 97 11 

DOC DATE: 19 JUN 97 
SOURCE REF: 9711646 

SUBJECT: LTR RE ENLARGEMENT OF ATLANTIC ALLIANCE & PROSPECTS FOR ROMANIA 
MEMBERSHIP 

ACTION: OBE PER SCHMIDT 

STAFF OFFICER: PETERS 

FILES: PA SCP: 

DUE DATE: 09 JUL 97 STATUS: C 

LOGREF: 

CO ES: 

D O C U M E N T D I S T R I B U T I O N 

FOR ACTION 

COMMENTS: 

FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 
NSC CHRO 

DISPATCHED BY __________ DATE _____ BY HAND W/ATTCH 

OPENED BY: NSGP CLOSED BY: NSTSM 

~NFU,1!:WfIAfi 

DOC 1 OF 1 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13526 

White House Guidelines, May 16, 2017 
By ~ NARA, DateJ.L!.ll:'t" 2 o 

:l l> I~ - 0 ._> Olt • 1"1 



DOC ACTION OFFICER 

001 PETERS 
001 
001 SCHMIDT 
001 

-€GNP IflEN'fI AL RECORD ID: 9704495 
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

Z 97062711 PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER 
Z 97071415 ACTION TRANSFERRED 
Z 97071415 PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER 
X 97071415 DBE PER SCHMIDT 

smwrna.~JTIAE,. 



TO: PRESIDENT 

FROM: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

G01ff'lll~ 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

RE-CORD ID:· 9704495 
RECEIVED: 27 JUN 97 11 

DOC DATE: 19 JUN 97 
SOURCE REF: 9711646 

KEYWORDS: FRANCE 
ROMANIA 

HS 

PERSONS: 

SUBJECT: LTR RE ENLARGEMENT OF ATLANTIC ALLIANCE & PROSPECTS FOR ROMANIA 
MEMBERSHIP 

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER 

STAFF OFFICER: PETERS 

FILES: PA NSCP: 

DUE DATE: 09 JUL 97 STATUS: S 

LOGREF: 

CODES: 

D O C U M E N T D I S T R I B U T I O N 

COMMENTS: 

FOR CONCURRENCE 
FRIED 

FOR INFO 
BASS 
BEERS. 
MALLEY 
MILLISON 
SCHWARTZ 

DISPATCHED BY __________ DATE _____ BY HAND W/ATTCH 

OPENED BY: NSGP CLOSED BY: 

.gQNFIBENTIAft 

DOC 1 OF 1 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526 

White House Guidelines, Maa 1';017 
ByilD-,NARA, Date 1 "'! t>:la 

;zots--ot.,'Joq .,., 



Washington, June 19, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel: 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
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. SIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 19 juin 1997. 

Monsieur le President, 

~,:: 
f Je vous remercie de votre lettre du 13 juin, par laquelle vous avez bien 
,;~ulu me faire part de I' etat de vos reflexions sur la question de l' elargissement 
£f~ ·l'Alliance atlantique et sur les perspectives d'adhesion de la Roumanie. 
fi~::..·. 

Comme je vous l'ai indique lors de notre entretien du 27 mai dernier a 
i~a.ris, la France considere que la Roumanie remplit l' ensemble des conditions 
~uises pour adherer a 1' OTAN des la premiere phase de son elargissement. 

:it~;/:' 
¾r-. La Roumanie a fait un choix clair en faveur de la democratie . Le ban 
i~i~~nctionnement de ses institutions temoigne de la maturite politique du peuple 
:;iwo,umain, qui aspire dans son immense majorite, la plus forte de taus les pays 
J*¢andidats, a rejoindrel'OTAN. 

La transition de la Roumanie vers l' economie de marche s' e:ffectue a un 
e remarquable, comme en temoigne le soutien que lui accordent les grandes 

'tutions financieres intemationales . 

.. ,. La Roumanie a regle par ailleurs ses problemes avec ses voisins et etabli 
~ec eux les meilleures :relations. L'accord qu'elle a signe avec l'Ukraine au 
' .. : 'ebut de ce mois, apres celui qu' elle a conclu avec la Hongxie en septembre 
~rnier, revetent de ce point~de-vue un caractere exemplaire. 

'iit · Non seulemerit la Roumanie n ' importera done aucune difficulte dans 
.:~l'OTAN, mais elle apportera une valeur ajoutee importante a l' Alliance, en 
\~ontribuant de maniere tres significative au renforcement de son flanc Sud. Les 
~!\fforts importants realises par la Roumanie pour moderniser son outil de defense 
ti,/ inscrivent dans la meme· perspective. La contribution unanimement appreciee de 

:1~icie pays aux operations de maintien de la pai"< en Bosnie et en Albanie temoigne 
i2:=.:de la qualite operationnelle de ses forces armees. 
-~~{fr.·. 

!.,,_~ / . ... : .. ·. 

: on Excellence 
.: onsieur William J. CLINTON 
>t4sident des Etats~Unis d'.Amerique 

~·> ASHINGTON 
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L'adhesion de la Rouroaoie apportera une con.1ribution essentielle a la 
, .. , ilite de l'Europe centrale et orientale, qui constitue notre objectif central dans 
~cadre de l' elargissement. Le soutien unanime apporte par les pays de cette 

< •,· 

.· , .. on a l' adhesion de la Roumanie des la premiere etape de I' elargissement en 
··;·· .. titue la meilleure illustration. L'entree de la Roumanie nous permettra aussi 

~; ,_')iviter de donner le sentiment de retablir un clivage entre le Nord et le Sud de 
.flfuurope, qui marquerait un signal negatif et paradoxal alors que la signature de 

:Acte fondateur entre l'OTAN et la Russie nous permet d'effacer la ligne de 
.,.~:· ·cture entre l'Est et l'Ouest du continent europeen. Au total, l'adhesion de la 
· --~umanie nous conduira ainsi a donner sa pleine coherence strategique a 
· .. :~~~gissement de l'OTAN, clans le cadre de notre objectif commun d'une 

· .. ope plus stable et plus unie. Ce faisant, l'entree de la Roumanie confortera 
-~-~.\ 'tre engagement partage a maintenir ouverte la porte de I' Alliance apres ce 

··\_:·~mier elargissemen;t et renforcera, a l'egard des autres pays candidats, la 
_,:~ _tspective de la poursuite du processus engage. 

~1,;'7 

'11t.·. •: · · r ajoute que les craintes parfois exprimees concemant le maintien de la 
~ohesion de l' Alliance OU le cout financier de 1' adhesion roumaine me paraissent 

i,tljeu convaincantes . La Romnanie n'a en effet jamais ete reellement integree, sur 
';%.:~~ plan militaire, a l' ancien Pacte de V arsovie. Son adaptation aux standards de 

-;t:bTAN, deja engagee, en sera done facilitee. 

Toutes ces raisons ont conduit la majorite des pays membres de l' Alliance 
~antique a prendre · clairement position pour que la Roumanie figure dans le 
i~~.emier groupe des pays qui seront appeles a rejoindre l'OTAN. 

~-';,tt-: . 
. I}/.· Ces memes raisons ont conduit et continueront a conduire la France a 
•:·.·<:a.,ppuyer la candidature de la Rownanie pour qu' elle soit invitee des le Som.met de 

rMad.rid, aux cotes de la Pologne, de la Hongrie, de la Republique Tcheque et de 
;:~~t4a Slovenie, a engager des negociations d' adhesion avec r Alliance, sans 

~,!-: · . 

... ?*ejudice des delais d, aboutissement de ces negociations. 

Je suis convaincu qu'il est possible de batir entre les Allies un consensus 
}~ ce sujet qui reponde a !'ensemble de nos preoccupations. Je me rejouis de la 
..... .- rspective de m'en entretenir avec vous a l'occasion du Sammet de Denver. 

·;$_-:.;.:~ : • . 

1? Jc vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur: le President, l'expression de ma tres haute 
:tt.tonsideration. 
r.~•. 

~ 
acques CHIRAC 



Paris, June 19, 1997 

Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

I want to thank you for your letter of June 13, in which you kindly shared your thoughts on the 
question of the enlargement of the Atlantic Alliance and the prospects for Romania's 
membership. 

As I indicated during our conversation in Paris on May 27, France considers that Romania fulfills 
all the necessary conditions for joining NATO during the first phase of enlargement. 

Romania has made a clear choice in favor of democracy. The effective functioning of its 
institutions testifies to the political maturity of the Romanian people, the vast majority--the 
strongest in all the candidate countries--of whom aspire to join NATO. 

Romania's transition to a market economy is occurring at a remarkable pace, as attested by the 
support given to it by all the major international financial institutions. 

Furthermore, Romania has resolved its problems with its neighbors, with whom it has established 
the best of relations. From this perspective, the accord it signed with Ukraine early this month, 
following the one it concluded with Hungary last September, are exemplary in nature. 

Not only will Romania not bring any difficulties to NATO, it will bring considerable added value 
to the Alliance by contributing significantly to the strengthening of its southern flank. Romania's 
considerable efforts to modernize its defense forces may be seen from the same angle. The 
unanimous appreciation the country has earned for its contribution to peacekeeping operations in 
Bosnia and Albania testify to the operational skills of its armed forces. 

Romania's membership would constitute an essential contribution to the stability of Central and 
Eastern Europe, our central objective as far as enlargement is concerned. Unanimous support by 
the countries of the region for Romania's membership during the first phase of enlargement offers 
the best illustration of this. Romania's entry would also allow us to avoid giving the impression of 
re-creating a breach between Northern and Southern Europe, which would give a negative, 
paradoxical signal at a time when the signature of the Founding Act by NATO and Russia is 
allowing us to erase the fault line between the eastern and western halves of the European 
continent. All in all, Romania's membership would give NATO enlargement its full strategic 
coherence, as part of our common objective of a more stable, more united Europe. In so doing, 
Romania's entry would bolster our shared commitment to keeping the doors of the Alliance open 
after this initial enlargement and would strengthen, for other candidate countries, the prospects 
for pursuing the process. 

I would like to add that the fears sometimes voiced with regard to maintaining the Alliance's 
cohesion or the financial costs of Romanian membership are not very convincing. Indeed, 

.. ./ ... 
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Romania was never really integrated into the military structure of the former Warsaw Pact. This 
fact would facilitate its adaptation to NATO standards, a process already under way. 

All of these reasons have led the majority of the countries belonging to the Atlantic Alliance to 
clearly support Romania's presence among the first group of countries called to join NATO. 

The same reasons have led and will continue to lead France to support Romania's candidacy, in 
order that it be invited, at the Madrid Summit, together with Poland, Hungary, the Czech 
Republic and Slovenia, to initiate membership negotiations with the Alliance, without prejudice 
to the deadlines for completing these negotiations. 

I am convinced that it is possible to build among the Allies a consensus on this subject that 
responds to all of our concerns. I look forward to discussing this with you during the Denver 
Summit. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest regards. 

Cordially, 

Isl Jacques Chirac 

His Excellency 
Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
Washington D.C. ,, -... 1 164/. 

' • I I (. 
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Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from 

FRENCB P~ESIDENT ~ACQUES CHIRAC 

4495 

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on J'UNE 2 5 :
1 

199 7 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053 
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Paris, June 19, 1997 

Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

I want to thank you for your letter of June 13, in which you kindly shared your thoughts on the 
question of the enlargement of the Atlantic Alliance and the prospects for Romania's 
membership . 

As I indicated during our conversation in Paris on May 27, France considers that Romania fulfills 

all the necessary conditions for joining NA TO during the first phase of enlargement. 

Romania has made a clear choice in favor of democracy. The effective functioning of its 
institutions testifies to the political maturity of the Romanian people, the vast majority--the 
strongest in all the candidate countries--of whom aspire to join NA TO. 

Romania's transition to a market economy is occurring at a remarkable pace, as attested by the 
support given to it by all the major international financial institutions. 

Furthermore, Romania has resolved its problems with its neighbors, with whom it has established 
the best of relations. From this perspective, the accord it signed with Ukraine early this month, 
following the one it concluded with Hungary last September, are exemplary in nature. 

Not only will Romania not bring any difficulties to NA TO, it will bring considerable added value 
to the Alliance by contributing significantly to the strengthening of its southern flank. Romania's 
considerable efforts to modernize its defense forces may be seen from the same angle. The 
unanimous appreciation the country has earned for its contribution to peacekeeping operations in 
Bosnia and Albania testify to the operational skills of its armed forces . 

Romania's membership would constitute an essential contribution to the stability of Central and 
Eastern Europe, our central objective as far as enlargement is concerned. Unanimous support by 
the countries of the region for Romania's membership during the first phase of enlargement offers 
the best illustration of this. Romania's entry would also allow us to avoid giving the impression of 
re-creating a breach between Northern and Southern Europe, which would give a negative, 
paradoxical signal at a time when the signature of the Founding Act by NA TO and Russia is 
allowing us to erase the fault line between the eastern and western halves of the European 
continent. All in all, Romania's membership would give NA TO enlargement its full strategic 
coherence, as part of our common objective of a more stable, more united Europe. In so doing, 
Romania's entry would bolster our shared commitment to keeping the doors of the Alliance open 
after this initial enlargement and would strengthen, for other candidate countries, the prospects 
for pursuing the process. 

I would like to add that the fears sometimes voiced with regard to maintaining the Alliance's 
cohesion or the financial costs of Romanian membership are not very convincing. Indeed, 

.. ./ ... 
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,/ Romania was never really integrated into the military structure of the former Warsaw Pact. This 
/ . fact would facilitate its adaptation to NATO standards, a process already under way. 

r 

All of these reasons have led the majority of the countries belonging to the Atlantic Alliance to 
clearly support Romania's presence among the first group of countries called to join NATO. 

The same reasons have led and will continue to lead France to support Romania's candidacy, in 
order that it be invited, at the Madrid Summit, together with Poland, Hungary, the Czech 
Republic and Slovenia, to initiate membership negotiations with the Alliance, without prejudice 
to the deadlines for completing these negotiations. 

I am convinced that it is possible to build among the Allies a consensus on this subject that 
responds to all of our concerns. I look forward to discussing this with you during the Denver 
Summit. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest regards. 

Cordially, 

Isl Jacques Chirac 

His Excellency 
Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
Washington D.C. 



Washington, July 1st, 1997 

jloG /Aft 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 
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asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on June 19, 1997, together 

with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

JUL 211=41 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours respectfully, 
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LE, PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLlQUE 

Paris, le 19 juin 1997. 

Monsieur le President, ~ / ,$""th. , 
L-+-e r .. U , 

J e vous remercie de votre lettre du 13 juin, par laquelle vous avez bien 
voulu me faire part de l' etat de vos reflexions sur la question de l' elargissement 
de l' Alliance atlantique et sur les perspectives d'adhesion de la Roumanie. 

Comme je vous l'ai indique lors de notre entretien du 27 mai dernier a 
Paris, la France considere que la Roumanie remplit l' ensemble des conditions 
requises pour adherer a l'OTAN des la premiere phase de son elargissement. 

La Roumanie a fait un choix clair en faveur de la democratie. Le bon 
fonctionnement de ses institutions temoigne de la maturite politique du peuple 
roumain, qui aspire dans son immense majorite, la plus forte de tous les pays 
candidats, a rejoindre l'OTAN. 

La transition de la Roumanie vers l' economie de marche s' effectue a un 
rythme remarquable, comme en temoigne le soutien que lui accordent les grandes 
institutions financieres intemationales. 

La Roumanie a regle par ailleurs ses problemes avec ses voisins et etabli 
avec eux les meilleures relations. L'accord qu'elle a signe avec l'Ukraine au 
debut de ce mois, apres celui qu' elle a conclu avec la Hongrie en septembre 
dernier, revetent de ce point-de-vue un caractere exemplaire. 

Non seulement la Roumanie n'importera done aucune difficulte dans 
l'OTAN, mais elle apportera une valeur ajoutee importante a l' Alliance, en 
contribuant de maniere tres significative au renforcement de son flanc Sud. Les 
efforts importants realises par la Roumanie pour moderniser son outil de defense 
s'inscrivent dans la meme perspective. La contribution unanimement appreciee de 
ce pays aux operations de maintien de la paix en Bosnie et en Albanie temoigne 
de la qualite operationnelle de ses forces armees. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 

President des Etats-Unis d'AmfiWCtocopy Mi SC. Handwriting 
WASHINGTON 
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L' adhesion de la Roumanie apportera une contribution essentielle a la 
stabilite de I 'Europe centrale et orientale, qui constitue notre objectif central dans 
le cadre de l' elargissement. Le soutien unanime apporte par les pays de cette 
region a l' adhesion de la Roumanie des la premiere etape de l' elargissement en 
constitue la meilleure illustration. L' entree de la Roumanie nous permettra aussi 
d'eviter de donner le sentiment de retablir un clivage entre le Nord et le Sud de 
l'Europe, qui marquerait un signal negatif et paradoxal alors que la signature de 
l 'Acte fondateur entre l' OT AN et la Russie nous perm et d' effacer la ligne de 
fracture entre I 'Est et l' Ouest du continent europeen. Au total, l' adhesion de la 
Roumanie nous conduira ainsi a donner sa pleine coherence strategique a 
l' elargissement de l'OTAN, dans le cadre de notre objectif commun d'une 
Europe plus stable et plus unie. Ce faisant, l' entree de la Roumanie confortera 
notre engagement partage a maintenir ouverte la porte de l 'Alliance apres ce 
premier elargissement et renforcera, a l' egard des autres pays candidats, la 
perspective de la poursuite du processus engage. 

J'ajoute que les craintes parfois exprimees concemant le maintien de la 
cohesion de I' Alliance ou le cout financier de !'adhesion roumaine me paraissent 
peu convaincantes. La Roumanie n'a en effet jamais ete reellement integree, sur 
le plan militaire, a l'ancien Pacte de Varsovie. Son adaptation aux standards de 
l'OTAN, deja engagee, en sera done facilitee . 

Toutes ces raisons ont conduit la majorite des pays membres de l' Alliance 
atlantique a prendre clairement position pour que la Roumanie figure dans le 
premier groupe des pays qui seront appeles a rejoindre l'OTAN. 

Ces memes raisons ont conduit et continueront a conduire la France a 
appuyer la candidature de la Roumanie pour qu'elle soit invitee des le Sommet de 
Madrid, aux cotes de la Pologne, de la Hongrie, de la Republique Tcheque et de 
la Slovenie, a engager des negociations d' adhesion avec I' Alliance, sans 
prejudice des delais d' aboutissement de ces negociations. 

Je suis convaincu qu'il est possible de batir entre les Allies un consensus 
sur ce sujet qui reponde a !'ensemble de nos preoccupations. Je me rejouis de la 
perspective de m'en entretenir avec vous a !'occasion du Sommet de Denver. 

Je vous prie d' agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

~ 'i c:,_~ c_JIL~ --~ 

Pho ocopy Mt~f~§ndwriting 
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Washington, July 8, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith the original of a message that was sent on June 25, 1997 

to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic who asked 

me to forward it to him. 

President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

JUL 816:09 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

With regards, 
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J'~ Washington, June 25, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, 

President of the French Republic who asked me to forward it to him. 

President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 

JUN2f.!lfAite House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

With regards, 

Fran<;ois Bujon de l'Estang 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Dear Mr. President, 

As part of the mission entrusted to them by the members of the G8, Mr. 
Claude Martin, Deputy Secretary-General of the French Foreign Ministry, and 
Ambassador Yukio Imigawa visited Phnom Penh from June 25 to June 27, 1997. 

During their stay, the special envoys met with Mr. Chea Sim, president of the 
National Assembly and interim head of state, as well as with H.R.H. Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, first Prime Minister, second Prime Minister Mr. Hun Sen, and Mr. Ung 
Huot, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. The Cambodian 
authorities appreciated the French-Japanese initiative. The mission made it possible to 
have an in-depth and frank exchange of views, with the two prime ministers displaying 
openness to the G8's approach. 

The two special envoys recalled the concerns expressed in the declaration on 
Cambodia made in Denver on June 22. They also conveyed the G8's fear of political 
instability affecting the democratization process initiated in 1993. They expressed their 
hope that Cambodian authorities work for political stability and the reconstruction of the 
country, respecting democratic principles and proper management practices. They 
particularly stressed the importance of close cooperation between the two prime 
ministers in order to rapidly resolve the institutional gridlock that is liable to 
compromise the holding of free and fair elections in the near future. 

The two prime ministers expressed reassurance with regard to the situation in 
Cambodia. Both evoked the need to respect the constitution and the laws of the country, 
while making no effort to conceal the existence of major institutional and political 
gridlock. They recognized the need for a resumption of work by the National Assembly 
without, however, committing themselves for the near future. The President of the 
National Assembly and interim head of state indicated that the body's permanent 
committee could meet as of next June 30. All parties underscored H.M. Norodom 
Sihanouk's role in the proper functioning of institutions and expressed hope for his 
return. 

. . ./ ... 
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The two Cambodian prime ministers indicated their agreement to the 
organization of legislative elections in May 1998 (the first prime minister and Mr. Chea 
Sim indicated the government's agreement to May 23), using a proportional system of 
votes . The preparation of election laws is now under way. The first prime minister 
indicated that the law on parties had been transmitted to the chairman of the council. 

The two prime ministers declared themselves ready to cooperate in the 
preparation of electoral deadlines without, however, underestimating the importance of 
the political difficulties to be surmounted. They acknowledged that obstacles remain in 
the establishment of the superior council of magistrates and the constitutional council. 
The first prime minister reiterated the government's agreement to the presence of foreign 
observers and flexible coordination by the United Nations. 

Without announcing concrete measures, the two prime ministers indicated the 
importance they attach to sustained economic development, the consolidation of 
economic reforms, the mastery of inflation and the improvement of tax revenues. 

The informal political meeting that will be held in Paris on June 30, 1997, as 
well as the second consulting group of the World Bank (Paris, July 1-2, 1997) will make 
it possible to assess the Cambodian authorities' will to fully implement the measures 
mentioned above. 

Indeed, despite the reassuring remarks made by the two prime ministers, the two 
special envoys judge the situation in Cambodia to remain tense and susceptible to rapid, 
uncontrolled changes. Effective cooperation between the two prime ministers is not yet 
a given at a time when it would seem all the more necessary, particularly in view of the 
importance of the preparations required during the next 11 months for the elections. 
Developments in the Cambodian situation therefore continue to demand great attention. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest consideration. 

Jacques Chirac 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLlQUE 
Paris le 30 juin 1997 

' 

Monsieur le President, 

Dans le cadre de la mission qui leur a ete confiee par les membres du 
G8, M. Claude Martin, Secretaire General adjoint du Ministere des Affaires 
etrangeres fran9ais, et l'Ambassadeur Yukio Imagawa se sont rendus a 
Phnom Penh, du 25 au 27 juin 1997. 

Au cours de leur sej our, les envoy es speciaux se sont entretenus avec 
M. Chea Sim, President de l'Assemblee Nationale et Chef de l'Etat par 
interim, ainsi qu'avec S.A.R. le Prince Norodom Ranariddh, premier Premier 
Ministre, M. Hun Sen, deuxieme Premier Ministre et M. Ung Huot, Ministre 
des Affaires etrangeres et de la Cooperation intemationale. Les autorites 
cambodgiennes ont apprecie l'initiative franco-japonaise. La mission a 
permis des echanges de vues approfondis et francs, les deux Premiers 
Ministres se niontrant ouverts a la demarche du G8. 

Les deux envoyes speciaux ont rappele les preoccupations enoncees 
dans la declaration sur le Cambodge effectuee le 22 juin demi er a Denver. 
Ils ont ainsi fait part de la crainte du G8 que l'instabilite politique au 
Cambodge ne porte atteinte au processus de democratisation entrepris 
depuis 1993. Ils ont exprime le souhait de voir les autorites cambodgiennes 
oeuvrer a la stabilite politique et a la reconstruction du pays, dans le respect 
des principes democratiques et de bonne gestion. Ils ont en particulier 
souligne l'importance qui s'attachait a une etroite collaboration entre les deux 
Premiers Ministres en vue de resoudre tres rapidement les blocages 
institutionnels, susceptibles de compromettre la tenue prochaine d'elections 
libres et equitables. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTO/fi,., 
President des Etats-Unis d'A.rMJ-J~t O COPY Misc. Handwriting 
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S'agissant de la situation au Cambodge, les deux Premiers Ministres 
se sont voulus rassurants . Tous deux ont evoque la necessite de respecter la 
Constitution et les lois du pays, tout en ne cachant pas !'existence 
d'importants blocages de nature institutionnelle et politique. Ils ont reconnu 
la necessite d'une reprise des travaux de l'Assemblee Nationale sans 
toutefois s'engager quant a une reprise prochaine. Le President de 
l'Assemblee Nationale et chef d'Etat par interim a indique que le Comite 
Permanent de cette Assemblee pourrait se reunir a partir du 30 juin 
prochain. Tous ont souligne le role de S.M. Norodom Sihanouk dans le hon 
fonctionnement des institutions et ont souhaite son retour. 

Les deux Premiers Ministres cambodgiens ont indique leur accord 
pour !'organisation d'elections legislatives en mai 1998 (le premier Premier 
Ministre et M. Chea Sim ont indique !'accord du gouvemement pour la date 
du 23 mai), selon le scrutin proportionnel au plus fort reste. La preparation 
des lois electorales est d'ores et deja engagee. Le premier Premier Ministre a 
indique que la loi sur les partis avait ete transmise a la Presidence du 
Conseil. 

Les deux Premiers Ministres se sont declares prets a collaborer en vue 
de la preparation des echeances electorales, sans toutefois cacher 
!'importance des difficultes politiques a surmonter. Ils ont reconnu que des 
obstacles subsistaient pour l'etablissement du Conseil Superieur de la 
Magistrature et du Conseil Constitutionnel. Le premier Premier Ministre a 
reitere !'accord du Gouvemement quant a la presence d'observateurs 
etrangers et a une coordination souple des Nations unies. 

Sans annoncer de mesures concretes, les deux Premiers Ministres ont 
indique !'importance qu'ils attachaient a un developpement economique 
soutenu, a la consolidation des reformes economiques, a la maitrise de 
!'inflation et a !'amelioration des rentrees fiscales . 

La reunion politique informelle qui se tiendra a Paris le 30 juin 1997, 
ainsi que le deuxieme Groupe consultatif de la Banque Mondiale (Paris, 1-2 
juillet 1997) permettront d'apprecier la volonte des autorites cambodgiennes 
de pleinement mettre en oeuvre les mesures evoquees ci-dessus. 
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En effet, et malgre les propos rassurants tenus par les deux Premiers 
Ministres, les deux envoyes speciaux jugent la situation au Cambodge 
encore tendue et susceptible de changements rapides et non maitrises. La 
cooperation effective entre les deux Premiers Ministres n'est pas acquise 
alors qu'elle apparait d'autant plus necessaire au regard notamment de 
!'importance des preparatifs electoraux a effectuer au cours des onze 
prochains mois. Les developpements de la situation au Cambodge doivent 
done continuer a faire l'objet d'une grande attention. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

acques CIDRAC 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 



Washington, July JO, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on July 4, 1997, together 

with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

JUL C9.ll~~- - French Desk 
'tlzt ~lphrtment Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours respectfully, 

Franrois Bujon de l'Estang 



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Dear Mr. President, 

As part of the mission entrusted to them by the members of the G8, Mr. 
Claude Martin, Deputy Secretary-General of the French Foreign Ministry, and 
Ambassador Yukio Imigawa visited Phnom Penh from June 25 to June 27, 1997. 

During their stay, the special envoys met with Mr. Chea Sim, president of the 
National Assembly and interim head of state, as well as with H.R.H. Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, first Prime Minister, second Prime Minister Mr. Hun Sen, and Mr. Ung 
Huot, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. The Cambodian 
authorities appreciated the French-Japanese initiative. The mission made it possible to 
have an in-depth and frank exchange of views, with the two prime ministers displaying 
openness to the G8's approach. 

The two special envoys recalled the concerns expressed in the declaration on 
Cambodia made in Denver on June 22. They also conveyed the G8's fear of political 
instability affecting the democratization process initiated in 1993. They expressed their 
hope that Cambodian authorities work for political stability and the reconstruction of the 
country, respecting democratic principles and proper management practices. They 
particularly stressed the importance of close cooperation between the two prime 
ministers in order to rapidly ·resolve the institutional gridlock that is liable to 
compromise the holding of free and fair elections in the near future . 

The two prime ministers expressed reassurance with regard to the situation in 
Cambodia. Both evoked the need to respect the constitution and the laws of the country, 
while making no effort to conceal the existence of major institutional and political 
gridlock. They recognized the need for a resumption of work by the National Assembly 
without, however, committing themselves for the near future. The President of the 
National Assembly and interim head of state indicated that the body's permanent 
committee could meet as of next June 30. All parties underscored H.M. Norodom 
Sihanouk's role in the proper functioning of institutions and expressed hope for his 
return. 

• 

. . ./ .. . 



-2/2-

The two Cambodian prime mm1sters indicated their agreement to the 
organization of legislative elections in May 1998 (the first prime minister and Mr. Chea 
Sim indicated the government's agreement to May 23 ), using a proportional system of 
votes. The preparation of election laws is now under way. The first prime minister 
indicated that the law on parties had been transmitted to the chairman of the council. 

The two prime ministers declared themselves ready to cooperate in the 
preparation of electoral deadlines without, however, underestimating the importance of 
the political difficulties to be surmounted. They acknowledged that obstacles remain in 
the establishment of the superior council of magistrates and the constitutional council. 
The first prime minister reiterated the government's agreement to the presence of foreign 
observers and flexible coordination by the United Nations. 

Without announcing concrete measures, the two prime ministers indicated the 
importance they attach to sustained economic development, the consolidation of 
economic reforms, the mastery of inflation and the improvement of tax revenues. 

The informal political meeting that will be held in Paris on June 30, 1997, as 
well as the second consulting group of the World Bank (Paris, July 1-2, 1997) will make 
it possible to assess the Cambodian authorities' will to fully implement the measures 
mentioned above. 

Indeed, despite the reassuring remarks made by the two prime ministers, the two 
special envoys judge the situation in Cambodia to remain tense and susceptible to rapid, 
uncontrolled changes. Effective cooperation between the two prime ministers is not yet 
a given at a time when it would seem all the more necessary, particularly in view of the 
importance of the preparations required during the next 11 months for the elections. 
Developments in the Cambodian situation therefore continue to demand great attention. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest consideration. 

Jacques Chirac 



Washington, July 4 , 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 
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Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
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Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 
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Monsieur le President, 

Dans le cadre de la mission qui leur a ete conjiee par /es membres du GB, 
M Claude Martin, Secretaire General adjoint du Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres 
.fram;ais, et l 'Ambassadeur Yukio lmagawa se sont rendus a Phnom Penh, du 25 au 
27 juin 1997. 

Au cours de leur sejour, /es envoyes speciaux se sont entretenus avec M 
Chea Sim, President de l 'Assemblee Nationale et Chef de l 'Etat par interim, ainsi 
qu 'avec S.A.R. le Prince Norodom Ranariddh, Premier Premier Ministre, M Hun 
Sen, Deuxieme Premier Ministre et M Ung Huot, Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres et 
de la cooperation internationale. Les autorites Cambodgiennes ont apprecie 
I 'initiative .franco-japonaise. La mission a permis des echanges de vues approfondis 
et francs, !es deux Premiers Ministres se montrant ouverts a la demarche du GB. 

Les deux envoyes speciaux ont rappele !es preoccupations enoncees dans la 
declaration sur le Cambodge effectuee le 22 juin dernier a Denver. Ifs ont ainsi fait 
part de la crainte du GB que l 'instabilite politique au Cambodge ne porte atteinte au 
processus de democratisation entrepris depuis 1993. !ls ont exprime le souhait de 
voir /es autorites cambodgiennes oeuvrer a la stabilite politique et a la 
reconstruction du pays, dans le respect des principes democratiques et de bonne 
gestion. !ls ont en particulier souligne I 'importance qui s 'attachait a une etroite 
collaboration entre !es deux Premiers Ministres en vue de resoudre tres rapidement 
les blocages institutionnels, susceptibles de compromettre la tenue prochaine 
d'elections fibres et equitables. 

S 'agissant de la situation au Cambodge, les deux Premiers Ministres se sont 
voulus rassurants. Taus deux ont evoque la necessite de respecter la constitution et 
!es lois du pays, tout en ne cachant pas !'existence d'importants blocages de nature 
institutionnelle et politique. !ls ont reconnu la necessite d'une reprise des travaux de 
l 'Assemblee Nationale sans toutefois s 'engager quant a une reprise prochaine. Le 
President de l 'Assemblee Nationale et Chef d 'Etat par interim a indique que le 
comite permanent de cette assemblee pourrait se reunir a partir du 30 juin prochain. 
Taus ont souligne le role de M Norodom Sihanouk dans le bon fonctionnement des 
institutions et ont souhaite son retour. 

Les deux Premiers Ministres cambodgiens ont indique leur accord pour 
!'organisation d'elections legislatives en mai 1998 (l.e Premier Premier Ministre et 
M Chea Sim ont indique I 'accord du gouvernement pour la date du 23 mai), selon le 
scrutin proportionnel au plus fort reste. La preparation des lois electorales est d'ores 
et deja engagee. Le Premier Premier Ministre a indique que la loi sur !es partis avait 
ete transmise a la Presidence du Conseil. 

. . ./ ... 
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Les deux Premiers Ministres se sont declares prets a co/laborer en vue de la 
preparation des echeances electorales, sans toutefois cacher / 'importance des 
difficultes politiques a surmonter. 1/s ont reconnu que des obstacles subsistaient pour 
l 'etablissement du Consei/ Superieur de la Magistrature et du Conseil 
Constitutionnel. Le Premier Premier Ministre a reitere I 'accord du gouvernement 
quant a la presence d 'observateurs etrangers et a une coordination souple des 
Nations-Unies. 

Sans annoncer de mesures concretes, /es deux Premiers Ministres ont 
indique / 'importance qu 'ifs attachent a un deve/oppement economique soutenu, a la 
consolidation des reformes economiques, a la maitrise de I 'inflation et a 
/ 'amelioration des rentrees fiscales. 

La reunion politique informelle qui se tiendra a Paris le 30 juin 1997, ainsi 
que le deuxieme groupe consultatif de la Banque Mondiale (Paris, 1-2 juillet I 997) 
permettront d 'apprecier la volonte des autorites cambodgiennes de pleinement mettre 
en oeuvre !es mesures evoquees ci-dessus. 

En effet, et malgre !es propos rassurants tenus par !es deux Premiers 
Ministres, !es deux envoyes speciaux jugent la situation au Cambodge encore tendue 
et susceptible de changements rapides et non maitrises. La cooperation effective entre 
!es deux Premiers Ministres n 'est pas acquise a/ors qu 'el/e apparait d 'autant plus 
necessaire au regard notamment de I 'importance des preparatifs e/ectoraux a 
effectuer au cours des onze prochains mois. Les deve/oppements de la situation au 
Cambodge doivent done continuer afaire l'objet d 'une grande attention. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, I 'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

Jacques Chirac 
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Dear Mr. Berger, 

97126 58 

Washington, July 4 , 1997 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Franrois Bujo de l 'Estang 
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Memorandum for: 

Subject: 

Mr. Glyn T. Davies 
Executive Secretary 

S/S 9712658 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

July 11, 1997 

National Security Council Staff 
• The White House 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from 

French President Jacques Ch±rac 

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on __ 7_l_· 1_1_l_9_
7 
__ 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

Chief, S/S-RMD 
Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053 

pm .pm-4 3 I ) 
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Dear Jacques: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 17, 1997 

Thank you for your kind invitation to participate in the second 
Council of Europe Summit in October. Regrettably, my schedule 
will take me to South America during that time. 

In this important year for European integration, with decisions 
on NATO and EU enlargement, the Council of Europe's efforts to 
enhance democratic stability in Europe are particularly 
important. For nearly fifty years the Council has been a 
positive force for democratic development on the continent. Our 
governments share a common interest in ensuring that respect for 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law become an enduring 
feature of the European landscape as we enter the next century. 
The United States will continue to use its Observer status to 
work with the Council to achieve this worthy goal. To affirm 
our interest in working with the Council on our common democracy 
and human rights agenda, I have asked John Shattuck, the 
Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights and 
Labor, to represent me at the Strasbourg Summit. 

I wish you much success with the Summit and with your Presidency 
of the Council. 

Again, thank you for your invitation. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency Jacques Chirac 
President of the French Republic 
Paris 
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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 13, 1997 

THE ~ENT 

SAMUEL BERGER@ Rf}... 

5259 

THE PRESIDHH HAS SH~ 
f-)?~q., 

SUBJECT: Letter to French President Chirac of France 

Purpose 

To respond to an invitation from President Chirac. 

Background 

President Chirac wrote inviting you to attend the second Council 
of Europe Summit in Strasbourg on October 10 and 11. In your 
response you regret that you will be unable to attend and 
explain that John Shattuck, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, will represent you. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 

PHOTOCOPY WJ( HAN OW RI TI N{jief of staff 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON , D .C . 20504 

August 12, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER @ ft'L 

FROM: MARY ANN PETE~ 

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to French President Chirac 

5259 

French President Jacques Chirac wrote to the President inviting 
him to attend the second Council of Europe summit in Strasbourg 
on October 10 and 11. Attached at Tab I is your memorandum to 
the President forwarding a draft response to President Chirac 
regretting the invitation and designating John Shattuck to 
represent the Administration. 

Concurrence by: Eric Schwart{) 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memo to the President 

Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 



(non official translation) 

Paris, July 10, 1997 

Mr. President, 

Dear Bill, 

It is my pleasure to invite you to take part in the second Council of Europe 
Summit, to be held in Strasbourg on October 10 and 11. 

With its recent enlargement, the Council of Europe has assumed a new dimension. 
Now the continent's largest European organization, it must adapt to the new 
international context while taking care to preserve its characteristics. 

Indeed, the values and principles that the Council of Europe is dedicated to 
promoting must remain the cornerstone of the Europe of tomorrow. That is the meaning 
that France proposes to give the Strasbourg Summit, which should constitute a special 
step in the work of this organization on the eve of its 50th anniversary. 

I would be especially happy to count on your participation in this meeting which, I 
hope, will give a new impetus to the Council of Europe's activities. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest consideration. 

Cordially, 

Jacques Chirac 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBIJQUE 

Paris, le 1 0 JUIL. 1997 

Monsieur le President, 

J' ai le plaisir de vous convier a participer au deuxieme Sommet 
du Conseil de I 'Europe, qui se tiendra a Strasbourg les 10 et 11 octobre 
prochains. 

Avec son recent elargissement, le Conseil de l'Europe a acquis 
une nouvelle dimension. Devenu I' organisation europeenne la plus 
large du continent, il doit s 'adapter au nouveau contexte international 
tout en veillant a preserver ses acquis. 

En effet, les valeurs et les principes que le Conseil de I 'Europe 
s 'attache a promouvoir doivent demeurer le fondement de l'Europe de 
demain. C' est tout le sens que la France se propose de donner au 
Sommet de Strasbourg, qui devrait constituer une etape privilegiee de 
I' action de cette organisation a la veille du cinquantieme anniversaire 
de sa creation. 

J e serais tout particulierement heureux de pouvoir compter sur 
votre participation a cette rencontre qui, je l' espere, permettra de 
conferer une impulsion nouvelle aux activites du Conseil de I 'Europe. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !' expression de ma 
tres haute consideration. 

Son Excellence Monsieur WjJljam J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

(W 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLlQUE 

Paris, le 1 0 JUjl, 1997 

Monsieur le President, 

J ' ai le plaisir de vous convier a participer au deuxieme Sommet 
du Conseil de I 'Europe, qui se tiendra a Strasbourg les 10 et 11 octobre 
prochains. 

Avec son recent elargissement, le Conseil de I 'Europe a acquis 
une nouvelle dimension. Devenu I' organisation europeenne la plus 
large du continent, ii doit s' adapter au nouveau contexte international 
tout en veillant a preserver ses acquis. 

En effet, les valeurs et les principes que le Conseil de I 'Europe 
s'attache a promouvoir doivent demeurer le fondement de l'Europe de 
demain. C'est tout le sens que la France se propose de donner au 
Sommet de Strasbourg, qui devrait constituer une etape privilegiee de 
I' action de cette organisation a la veille du cinquantieme anniversaire 
de sa creation. 

Je serais tout particulierement heureux de pouvoir compter sur 
votre participation a cette rencontre qui, je l 'espere, permettra de 
conferer une impulsion nouvelle aux activites du Conseil de l'Europe. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, }'expression de ma 
tres haute consideration. 

Son Excellence Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

Jacq es CHIRAC 



PLEASE STAFF 

Washington, July 24, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger : 

Please find herewith a letter from President Jacques Chirac, 

addressed to President William Clinton, that I was asked to forward to his High 

Addressee. 

With best regards, I am, 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

JUL 2814:,2-!J: - French Desk 
Department of State 

Yours sincerely, 

Hugues Pernet 
Charge d 'Affaires, a. i. 



Case Number: 2015-0809-M 

MR 
·MARKER 

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential 
Library Staff. 

Original OA/ID Number: 
1634 

Document ID: 
9705380 

Row: Section: Shelf: Position: · Stack: 
45 3 5 2 V 



Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECT/TITLE DA TE RESTRICTION 

001 e. H½eff½e £8ffluel Berger to POTUS re: Ghtttte RespoHse to Post Mttdtie Letter 
(1 p11.gg1 

88/86,'1997 Ph'b(l) l(g\-\ 'i/13/?..D'J.'l.. 

0018 . ff}@ffl9 [Draft VeroieM ef 0018 witff 11.r.fietll.tieM□~ (1 p11.ge) 08l06il997 Pl:'8(1} l<!.\1 '-\jtl.j?.s>U-

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
NSC Records Management 

([Chirac and HS]) 
OA/Box Number: 1634 

FOLDER TITLE: 
9705380 

2015-0809-M 

rsl608 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act- [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 



-08UFiBBNTIAt. 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

RECORD ID: 9705380 
RECEIVED: 04 AUG 97 08 

TO: DAVIES 

FROM: BURNS, W 

KEYWORDS: FRANCE 

PERSONS: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

HS 

DOC DATE: 13 AUG 97 
SOURCE REF: 9714898 

SUBJECT: LTR RE AMIABLE COOPERATION & SPIRIT OF TRUST 

ACTION: FOR RECORD PURPOSES 

STAFF OFFICER: VERSHBOW 

FILES: PA CP: 

DUE DATE: 15 AUG 97 STATUS: C 

LOGREF: 9705612 

C DES: 

D O C U M E N T D I S T R I B U T I O N 

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE 

COMMENTS: 

DISPATCHED BY __________ DATE ____ ___._ BY HAND W/ATTCH 

OPENED BY: NSGP CLOSED BY: NSGP 

GONFH)riNTIAn 

DOC 4 OF 4 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0. 13526 

White House Guidelines, ~J.!,;017 
By..E.22NARA, Date o~o 

~o,~-0~~'1 



DOC ACTION OFFICER 

001 PETERS 
002 BERGER 
003 PRESIDENT 
003 
004 

-€0NFiflEN'fI/tL 
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

RECORD ID: 9705380 

CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

Z 97080408 PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER 
Z 97080421 FWD TO PRESIDENT FOR INFORMATION 
Z 97080708 FOR INFORMATION 
X 97080808 NOTED BY PRESIDENT 
X 97081910 FOR RECORD PURPOSES 

DISPATCH DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

DISPATCH FOR ACTION DISPATCH FOR INFO 

003 970806 
003 970806 

Ct,MFif>EN'fI/tL 

VICE PRESIDENT 
WHITE HOUSE CHIEF OF STAFF . 



AU 1411=20 

pm 

Memorandum for: 

Subject: 

S/S 9714898 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

August 13, 1997 

Mr. Glyn T. Davies 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 

- The White House 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from 

French President Jacques Chirac 

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on Aug • 13 ' 1 9 9 7 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 
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Paris, July 30, 1997 

Dear Bill, 

I was quite touched by your warm letter of July 22. 

I am delighted that the quality of our personal relations enabled us to 
surmount, in a spirit of trust, the differences that, when all is said and done, are 
natural among partners and allies. 

I am convinced that our amiable cooperation will permit us to engage in 
converging or even common initiatives whenever the international situation calls 
for it. 

Please accept, dear Bill, the expression of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
Washington, DC 

Cordially yours, 

Jacques Chirac 

SsOO 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBllQUE Paris, le 30 juillet 1997 

Cher Bill, 

r ai ete tres sensible a votre lettre chaleureuse du 22 juillet. 

Je me rejouis que la qualite de nos relations personnelles nous ait 
pennis de surmonter, dans un esprit de confiance, des differences somme toute 
naturelles entre partenaires et allies. 

Je suis convaincu que notre cooperation amicale nous permettra de 
prendre des initiatives convergentes ou meme communes chaque fois que la 
situation intemationale le rendra souhaitable. 

Je vous pne de croire, Cher Bill, a l'assurance de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

c:::::::::c::::-=~=------·~ 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
WASHINGTON 

' 
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Washington, July 30, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

Hugues Pernet, 
Charge d'Affaires, a. i. 
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Washington, July 30, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

Hugues Pernet, 
Charge d'A.ffaires, a.i. 

I 



Paris, July 30, 1997 

Dear Bill, 

I was quite touched by your warm letter of July 22. 

I am delighted that the quality of our personal relations enabled us to 
surmount, in a spirit of trust, the differences that, when all is said and done, are 
natural among partners and allies. 

I am convinced that our amiable cooperation will permit us to engage in 
converging or even common initiatives whenever the international situation calls 
for it. 

Please accept, dear Bill, the expression of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
Washington, DC 

Cordially yours, 

Jacques Chirac 

I 
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,_LE ,P.P:ESIDENT DE LA. REPUBLIQUE Paris, le 30 juillet 1997 

Cher Bill, 

r ai ete tres sensible a votre lettre chaleureuse du 22 juillet. 

Je me rejouis que la qualite de nos relations personnelles nous ait 
pennis de sunnonter, dans llll esprit de confiance, des differences somme toute 
naturelles entre partenaires et allies. 

Je suis convaincu que notre cooperation amicale nous permettra de 
prendre des initiatives convergentes ou meme communes chaque fois que la 
situation intemationale le rendra souhaitable. · 

Je vous prie de croire, Cher Bill, a l' assurance de ma trc:s hautc 
consideration. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J . CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
WASHINGTON 

' 

Ja ues CHIRAC 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ~SIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERG~ 

5380 

DECLASSIFIED 
PER E.O. 13526 
~o\S"•o-&>"- M-~\.2..\} 
K~H 3/3/').J:n..O 

SUBJECT: Chirac Response to Post-Madrid Letter 

President Chirac has responded positively to your July 22 letter 
in which you expressed thanks for his efforts at Madrid to forge 
a unified Alliance position on NATO enlargement (Tab A). Chirac 
says he was "quite touched by your warm letter" and is 
optimistic that your good personal relationship will promote 
common efforts on other international problems. Levitte has 
told me twice that Chirac was very pleased with your letter. 

While Chirac seems determined to bury the hatchet, French 
diplomats at NATO have been in a bitter, confrontational mood 
since Madrid, seeking to reinterpret the Summit decision as a 
virtual pre-anointment of Romania and Slovenia as second-round 
entrants. We will work at trying to translate Chirac's 
conciliatory line to the working levels after the August 
holidays. 

Attachments 
Tab A Chirac's July 30 Reply 
Tab B Your July 22 Letter to Chirac 
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Paris, July 30, 1997 

5380 

Dear Bill, 

I was quite touched by your warm letter of July 22. 

I am delighted that the quality of our personal relations enabled us to 
surmount, in a spirit of trust, the differences that, when all is said and done, are 
natural among partners and allies. 

I am convinced that our amiable cooperation will permit us to engage in 
converging or even common initiatives whenever the international situation calls 
for it. 

Please accept, dear Bill, the expression of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
Washington, DC 

Cordially yours, 

Jacques Chirac 



, lE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE Paris, le 30 juillet 1997 

Cher Bill, 

J' ai ete tres sensible a votre lettre chaleureuse du 22 juillet 

Je me rejouis que la qualite de nos relations personnelles nous ait 
pennis de surmonter, dans lll1. esprit de con.fiance, des differences somme toute 
naturelles entre partenaires et allies. 

Je suis convaincu que notre cooperation amicale nous permettra de 
prendre des initiatives convergentes ou meme communes chaque fois que la 
situation intemationale le rendra souhaitable. 

Je vous pne de croire, Cher Bill, a l'assurance de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
WASHINGTON 

~ u......:. ~ Q ' '1 ~ IJ O \ ~ ., 

\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S Hl:S:GTO :S: 

July 22, 1997 

Dear Jacques: 

I want to convey my deep respect for the 
strong leadership and creative spirit you 
displayed in Madrid. Despite our initial 
disagreement, I believe we succeeded in 
corning up with a global solution that 
reflects the aspirations and concerns of all 
members of the NATO alliance. From your 
pivotal meeting in Moscow to your 
indispensable role in Madrid, you have put 
your indelible mark on NATO's and Europe's 
historic transformation. 

With best regards, 

His Excellency 
Jacques Chirac 

Sincerely, 

President of the French Republic 
Paris 
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MEMORANDUM 
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August 4, 1997 

FOR SAMUEL BERGER 

ALEXANDER VERSHBOW# 

SUBJECT: Chirac Response to Post-Madrid Letter 

Attached is your memorandum to the President forwarding 
President Chirac's positive response to his July 22 letter on 
the Madrid Summit. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached memorandum. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Chirac's July 30 Reply 
Tab B President's July 22 Letter to Chirac 
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Washington, August, 7th, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on July 30, 1997, together 

with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel: 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours respectfully, 

Hugues Pernet 

Charge d'Affaires, a.i. 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBIJQUE Paris, le 30 juillet 1997 

Cher Bill, 

J' ai ete tres sensible a votre lettre chaleureuse du 22 juillet. 

Je me rejouis que la qualite de nos relations personnelles nous ait 
permis de surmonter, dans un esprit de confiance, des differences somme toute 
naturelles entre partenaires et allies. 

Je suis convaincu que notre cooperation amicale nous permettra de 
prendre des initiatives convergentes ou meme communes chaque fois que la 
situation intemationale le rendra souhaitable. 

Je vous prie de croire, Cher Bill, a !'assurance de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

c:: 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
WASHINGTON 

' 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLlQUE Paris, le 30 juillet 1997 

Cher Bill, 

J' ai ete tres sensible a votre lettre chaleureuse du 22 juillet. 

Je me rejouis que la qualite de nos relations personnelles nous ait 
permis de surmonter, dans un esprit de confiance, des differences somme toute 
naturelles entre partenaires et allies. 

Je suis convaincu que notre cooperation amicale nous permettra de 
prendre des initiatives convergentes ou meme communes chaque fois que la 
situation intemationale le rendra souhaitable. 

Je vous prie de croire, Cher Bill, a !'assurance de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
WASHINGTON 

' 
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Paris, September 3, 1997 

Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

Thank you for your letter of August 29, in which you were kind enough to inform me of the 
United States' position on current negotiations on the total ban on antipersonnel land mines. 

France is sparing no effort to attain this objective. It is in this spirit that it has decided to 
definitively renounce the use of antipersonnel mines as of the entry in force of an effective 
interdiction treaty, no later than the end of 1999. 

It is in this same spirit that it will continue to contribute very actively, within the framework of 
both the Ottawa process and the Conference on Disarmament, to the timely conclusion of a 
legally binding and verifiable international accord on the total ban of antipersonnel mines. 

From this standpoint, France is delighted by the United States' decision to take part in the Ottawa 
process. It hopes that the negotiations undertaken in this context lead to the conclusion, by year's 
end, of a Convention prohibiting the production, export, stockpiling and use of antipersonnel land 
mrnes. 

We have taken note of the proposals put forth by the United States. Rest assured that they will be 
examined in an in-depth manner, in light of our desire to strengthen the effectiveness of the future 
convention by endowing it with real verification mechanisms, while avoiding the formulas that 
could diminish the scope defined by the States participating in the Ottawa process. 

I hope that our two countries will continue to strengthen their dialogue on this crucial subject, 
with a view to a total and universal ban on antipersonnel mines. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest consideration. 
[handwritten]: Cordially, 

His Excellency 
William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
Washington 

Jacques Chirac 
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Paris, le 3 septembre 1997 

Monsieur le Presiden~ 0 /4 ~ij J 

, Je vous remcrcie de votre lettre du 29 aout, par laquelle YOUS avez bien 
\ilu- me faire connaitre la position des Etats-Unis concemant les negociations 

:: · gees pour rint~rdiction totale des mines anti-personnel terrestres. 
~· . . . 

La France ne menage aucun effort afin de parvenir a cet objectif. C'est 
cet esprit qu' eUe · a decide de renoncer definitivement a I' usage des mines 

·. personnel a cori:l.pter de l'entree en vigucur d'un traite d'interdiction effi.cace, 
:: u plus tard a la fin de l' annee 1999. 

C'est dans le ni.Sme esprit qu'elle continuera a contribuer tres activement, 
. . dans le cadre du processus d' Ottawa qu' au scin de la Conference du 

.~-- - arm.em.en~ a la conclusion dans les meilleurs delais d'un accord international 
--:·-~diquement contraignant et verifiable sur !'interdiction complete des mines 
_·_ ··.'.'"personnel. 

':M•:, 0: 

. La France se r¢jouit vivement, dans cette perspective, de la decision des 
.:·:: ts~Unis de participer .au processus d'Ottawa. Elle souhaite que les 
·~gociations engage<:$ dans ce cach-e debouchcnt sur la conclusion, d'ici a la fin 
-~-·tannee, d'unc Convention interdisant la production, !'exportation, le stockage 
!i'.<J'emploi des mines:anti.:.personnel terrestres . 

;an Excellence 
··, __ QDSieur William J , CLINTON 
";_' sident des Etats~Unis d' Amerique 
' AsHINGTON 

- ; 
i 

: i 
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_ Nous avons pris bonne note des propositions avancees par les Etats-Unis. 
yez assure qu' elleif seront examinees de maniere approfondie, a la lumiere de 

)re volonte de renforcer I' efficacite de la future convention, en la dotant 
)ammcnt de reels mecanismes de verification, et tout en evitant les formules qui 
:-_- . · aient conduire a en amoindrir la portee telle qu' elle a ete dcfinie par les 
_:; ts participant au ptiocessus d'Ottawa 

J e souhaite que la concertation entre nos deux pays puisse se renforcer 
·: core sur ce sujet essentiel, dans I' objectif d' wie elimination complete et 
:: ·. · erselle des mines ·anti-personnel. 

Je vous prie d-'agreer, Monsieur le President, Cher Bill. l'expression de ma 
:· Sihaute consideration. 

~~JI ~ 

J cques CHIRAC 

., 
' 



Washington, September 3, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel: 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

Hugues Pernet 
Charge d 'Affaires, a. i. 
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U.S. Department of State 
Office of Language Services 

Translating Division 

The President of the Republic 

LS No. 709262 
JF/HKE 
French 

Paris, September 3, 1997 

Mr. President [handwritten: "Dear Bill"]: 

Thank you for your letter of August 29, informing me of the United States position with 

respect to the ongoing negotiations for a total ban on anti-personnel land mines. 

France is doing its utmost to ensure that this goal is reached, and it is in this spirit that it 

has decided to renounce permanently the use of anti-personnel mines as of the entry into force of 

an effective treaty prohibiting their use, and no later than the end of 1999. 

In the same spirit, France will continue to contribute very actively, both within the 

context of the Ottawa process and within the Disarmament Conference, to the conclusion as soon 

as possible of a legally binding and verifiable international agreement on the total prohibition of 

land mines. 

His Excellency 
William J. Clinton, 

President of the United States of America, 
Washington. 



- 2 -

With this in mind, France is delighted by the U.S. decision to participate in the Ottawa 

process, and hopes that the negotiations undertaken within that context will lead to the 

conclusion, by the end of the year, of a Convention prohibiting the production, exportation, 

stockpiling, and use of anti-personnel land mines. 

We have taken due note of the U.S. proposals. You may be sure that they will be 

thoroughly examined, in the light of our desire to enhance the effectiveness of the future 

convention by providing it, in particular, with genuine verification mechanisms, while avoiding 

formulas that could lead to a narrowing of its scope, as defined by the States participating in the 

Ottawa process. 

I hope that our two countries can cooperate even more closely on this vital issue, with a 

view to the complete and universal elimination of anti-personnel mines. 

Accept, Mr. President, dear Bill, the assurances of my very high consideration. 

[Handwritten: "Very cordially yours,"] 

[Signature] 

Jacques Chirac 
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Monsieur le President; 

FRENCH EMBA~sr 
A 0012029446166 P.02 

Paris, le 3 septembre 1997 

Je vous remerc.ie de votre lettre du 29 aofit, par laquelle vous avez bien 
• me faire connaitre la position des Et.ats-Unis concemant les negociations 
ees pour l"intcrdjction tot.ale des mines anti-personnel terrestres. 

. La Ftance ne ~~e aucun effort afin de parvenir a cet objectif . . c• est 
~-. ·. cet esprit qu, eUe · a decide de renoncer definiti.vement a I 'usage des mines 
· ·personnel a compter de rentree en vigueur d'un traite d'interdiction efficace • 
. . plus tard a lafui _de l'annee 1999. 

I 

C'est dans le ni!me esprit qu'elle conti.nuera a contribuer tres activement, 
dans le cadre du. processus d'Ottawa qu'au sein de la Conference du 

. n~ a la conclusion clans les meilleurs delais d'un accord international 
--~diquemcnt contraignant et verifiable sur \'interdiction complete des mmes 

,.,_. ··-'.'"personnel. 
.~~ '. 

\ ·;· · La France se r~j9uit vivement, dans cette perspective,. de la decision des 
.:·~ -Unis de participer .au processus d'Ottawa. Elle souhaite que les 
~:_gociations cngageefdans ce cadre debouchcnt sw- la conclusion., d'ici a la fin 
.. ···1'annee, d,une Convention interdisant la production., 1 • exportation, le stockage 
:f' cmploi des mines:anti.:personnel tenestres. 

-·\--. 

on Excellence 
... • bBsieur William J. CLINTON 

~,..~;sident des Etats;_Urus,d'Amerique 
:.·"',·_ASffiNGTON . 

i 
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. . · Nous avons pris bonne note des propositions avancees par les Etat.s-Unis. 
)rez assure qu'elle:fseront examinees de maniere approfondic, a la lumiere de 
.iire· volonte de retkorcer 1' e:fficacite de la future convention, en la dotant 
~}amment de reels mec.anismes de verification, et tout en evitant les formules qui 
'.·:.; . · · t conduire. a en amoindrir la portee telle qu' elle a ete definie par les 
.. ~ ts participant au processus d'Ottawa 

:. Je souhaite que la concertation entre nos deux pays puisse se renforcer 
.' :eore sur ce sujet ·. essentiel. dans I' objectif d'une elimination complete et 
; .. - :crselle des mines ·anti-personnel. 

Je vous prie d:> agreer, Monsieur le President. Cher Bill, !'expression de ma 
·:· :haute consideration. 

@00 4 

I .. ~; 
.. ' 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBilQUE 

Paris, le 3 septembre 1997 

Monsieur le President, 

J e vous remercie de votre lettre du 29 aout, par laquelle vous avez bien 
voulu me faire connaitre la position des Etats-Unis concemant les negociations 
engagees pour !'interdiction totale des mines anti-personnel terrestres. 

La France ne menage aucun effort afin de parvenir a cet objectif. C'est 
dans cet esprit qu'elle a decide de renoncer definitivement a l'usage des mines 
anti-personnel a compter de I' entree en vigueur d'un traite d'interdiction efficace, 
et au plus tard a la fin de I' annee 1999. 

C' est dans le meme esprit qu' elle continuera a contribuer tres activement, 
tant dans le cadre du processus d' Ottawa qu' au sein de la Conference du 
Desarmement, a la conclusion dans les meilleurs delais d'un accord international 
juridiquement contraignant et verifiable sur !'interdiction complete des mines 
anti-personnel. 

La France se rejouit vivement, dans cette perspective, de la decision des 
Etats-Unis de participer au processus d'Ottawa. Elle souhaite que les 
negociations engagees dans ce cadre debouchent sur la conclusion, d'ici a la fin 
de l'annee, d'une Convention interdisant la production, !'exportation, le stockage 
et l'emploi des mines anti-personnel terrestres. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
WASHINGTON 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 



. Nous avons pris bonne note des propositions avancees par les Etats-Unis. 
Soyez assure qu'elles seront examinees de maniere approfondie, a la lumiere de 
notre volonte de renforcer l' efficacite de la future convention, en la dotant 
notamment de reels mecanismes de verification, et tout en evitant les formules qui 
pourraient conduire a en amoindrir la portee telle qu' elle a ete definie par les 
Etats participant au processus d'Ottawa.· 

Je souhaite que la concertation entre nos deux pays puisse se renforcer 
encore sur ce sujet essentiel, dans l' objectif d'une elimination complete et 
universelle des mines anti-personnel. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, Cher Bill, !'expression de ma 
tres haute consideration. 

.J 

J cques CHIRAC 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 



Washington, September 10, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter to President Clinton from Mr. Lionel Jospin, 

Prime Minister, who asked me to forward it to him. 

President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

With regards, 

Fraf1fois Bujon de l'Estang 



Washington, September 11, 1997 
140 /AA 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on September 3, 1997, 

together with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours respectfully, 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLlQUE 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

WASHINGTON 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

I 
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03-09--199? 11: 14 DE M DELATTRE 

Monsieur le Presiden~ 

FRENCH EMBASSY 
R 0012029446166 P.02 

Paris, le 3 septembre 1997 

Je vous rem~ie de votre lettre du 29 aoii.t, par laquelle vous avez bien 
~~ u. me faire com;iai.tre la position des Etats-Unis concemant les negociations 
-~-. gees pour rmterdjcti.on totale des mines anti-personnel terrestres. , . ·• ' . :;:· . . 

,:, La Ftance ne lI:1en~e 3llCllll effort afin de parvenir a cet objectif . . c·est 
· ~- .·, cet esprit qu • eUe · a decide de renoncer definitivement a I 'usage des mines 
,_: ·,..personnel a comp~er de ren.tree en vigueur d'un traite d'interdiction effi.cace, 
-~ · plus t.ard a la :fiii _de l' annee 1999. 

I 

C,est dans le ni~me esprit qu'elle continuera a contribuer tres activement. 
dans le cadre du processus d'Ottawa. qu'au sein de la Conference du 

=~:ni:?.emen~ a la conclusion clans les meilleurs de.lais d'un accord international 
::~-diquement contra.ignant et verifiable sur \'interdiction complete des mines 
_. ··.:-personnel. · · 

:~;, .: 
. :·: ·;' · La France se r~jouit vivement. dans cette perspective~ de la decision des 
:·~ -Unis de participer .au processus d'Ottawa. Elle souhaite que les 
~~ciations engagee;; ·dans ce cadre debouchent sur la conclusion, d'ici a la fin 
.. ··tannee, d•une Convention interdisant la production, l'exportation, le stockage 
,~fcmploi des mines=anti.:.personnel terrestres. 

;Gn Excellence 
on.sieu:r William J. CLINTON 

-~·_.:sident des Etats~Unis,d'Amerique 
.' .ASHING TON 

lgj OOJ 

:· ' 

: i 
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FRENCH EMBASSY 
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f .. · Nous avons p~ bonn.e note des propositions avancees par les Etats-Unis. 
· yez assure qu' elle.if seront examinees de maniere approfondic, a la lumiere de 
iiire· volonte de renforcer l' effi.cacite de la future convention, en la dotant 
).amment de reels m~canismes de verification. et tout en evitant les formules qui 
.· . . nt conduire. a en amoindrir la portee telle qu'clle a ete definie par lcs 

· participant au processus d'Ottawa. 

: J e souhaite que la concertation entre nos deux pays puisse se renforcer . . 
: core sur ce sujet ·. essentiel. dans l'objectif d'une elimination complete et 

:~ .. - :erselle des mines ·anti-personnel. 

.. . Je vous prie d~agreer. Monsieur le President. Cher Bill, !'expression de ma ~-
:.:· :·haute consideration. 

~ : ' 

J cques CHIRAC 

~004 

. ·. 
! 
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Washington, September 3, 1997 

Dear Mr_ Berger, 

Please find herewith a message from the Presidenc of the French 

Republic, Mr_ Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me Lo 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be iransmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The Whice House 
Tel: 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Departmenl Of Stare 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

Hugues Pernet 
Charge d 'Affaires, a. i. 
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The President of the Republic 

U.S. Department of State 
Office of Language Services 

Translating Division 

LS No. 128094 
JF/HKE 
French 

Paris, November 20, 1997 

Mr. President [handwritten: "My dear Bill"]: 

I am delighted that the meeting of the four Foreign Ministers of the United States, France, 

Russia, and Great Britain, and the Ambassador of China, that was held last night in Geneva 

resulted in a good agreement that should, thanks to all our efforts, lead Iraq to resume its full 

cooperation with the United Nations Special Commission. 

Our close cooperation and coordinated actions convinced Iraq that there was no way out 

in confrontation with the international community. I hope that Iraq will in fact decide to reverse 

its decisions of last October 29, and that the Special Commission will be able to resume all its 

activities very quickly. Then we will all have to consider the best way to persuade Iraq to 

cooperate fully with the United Nations until its weapons of mass destruction are completely 

eliminated. 

His Excellency 
William J. Clinton, 

President of the United States of America, 
Washington. 



- 2 -

I am very pleased by the process of continual consultations established between our two 

countries throughout this crisis, whether it be between ourselves and our close associates, 

between our Foreign Ministers, or between our Ministers of Defense. You know the great 

importance I attach to the French-American alliance and to the reaffirmation of our special bonds 

of solidarity, especially in time of crisis. 

Hoping that we will meet again soon, I ask you to convey my best regards to Hillary and 

to accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my very high consideration. 

[Handwritten: Very cordially yours,] 

[Signature] 

Jacques Chirac 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPGBLIQ UE 

\\, t 1 'i. ~ ·. ~~ Paris, le 20 novembre 1997 

Monsieur le President, 
J ----·· 

Je me rejouis que la reunion des 4.uatre Ministres des Affaires etrangeres 

americain, franyais, russe et anglais et de l' Amt .:ssadeur de Chine qui s' est tenue cette 

nuit a Geneve ait pennis de parvenir a un hon accord, qui devrait, sur la base des efforts 

de tous, conduire l'Irak a reprendre l'ensemble de sa cooperation avec la Commission 

speciale des Nations-Unies. 

Notre etroite concertation et nos actions coordonnees ont fait comprendre a l'Irak 

qu'il n'y avait aucune issue dans la confrontation avec la Communaute intemationale. 

J'espere que l'Irak decidera bien de revenir sur ses decisions du 29 octobre dernier et que 

la Commission speciale pourra tres rapidement reprendre I' ensemble de ses activites. II 

nous faudra ensuite reflechir ensemble a la meilleure fa~on d'obtenir de l'Irak qu'il 

coopere pleinement avec les Nations-Unies jusqu'a !'elimination totale de ses armes de 
destruction massive. 

J e suis tres heureux de la concertation incessante qui s' est etablie entre nos deux 

pays tout au long de cette crise, que ce soit entre nous et nos proches collaborateurs, entre 

nos Ministres des Affaires etrangeres, comme entre nos Ministres de la Defense. Yous 

savez toute !'importance que j'attache a l'alliance franco-americaine et a la reaffirmation 

de nos liens particuliers de solidarite, notammen~ dans la crise. 

En esperant vous retrouver prochainement et en vous demandant de transmettre a 

Hillary mes hommages respecteux, je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a 
!'assurance de ma tres haute consideration. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

Jacques CHIRAC 
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Washington, November 26, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on November 20th, 1997, 

together with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

Yours respectfully, 

) ✓ 
\ \ \i. ~ ~ ,~ 

Hugues PERNET 
Charge d'Affaires, a.i .. 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
DEC Ilf1.~artment Of State 

Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 
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Dear Mr. Berger, 

Washington, November 20, 1997 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac to President William J Clinton, who asked me to 

forward it to you. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the Presiden_t for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel · ,J56 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

Christine ROBJCHON 
Premier Conseiller 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 20 novembre 1997 

Monsieur le President, 
) ----

Je me rejouis que la reunion des quatre Ministres des Affaires etrangeres 

americain, franyais, russe et anglais et de I' Ambassadeur de Chine qui s' est tenue cette 

nuit a Geneve ait permis de parvenir a un bon accord, qui devrait, sur la base des efforts 

de tous, conduire l'Irak a reprendre !'ensemble de sa cooperation avec la Commission 

speciale des Nations-Unies. 

Notre etroite concertation et nos actions coordonnees ont fait comprendre a l'Irak 
qu'il n'y avait aucune issue dans la confrontation avec la Communaute intemationale. 
J'espere que l'Irak decidera bien de revenir sur ses decisions du 29 octobre dernier et que 

la Commission speciale pourra tres rapidement reprendre I' ensemble de ses activites. Il 

nous faudra ensuite reflechir ensemble a la meilleure fayon d'obtenir de l'Irak qu'il 

coopere pleinement avec les Nations-Unies jusqu'a !'elimination totale de ses armes de 

destruction massive. 

Je suis tres heureux de la concertation incessante qui s'est etablie entre nos deux 
pays tout au long de cette crise, que ce soit entre nous et nos proches collaborateurs, entre 

nos Ministres des Affaires etrangeres, comme entre nos Ministres de la Defense. Yous 

savez toute !'importance que j'attache a l'alliance franco-americaine et a la reaffirmation 

de nos liens particuliers de solidarite, notamment dans la crise. 

En esperant vous retrouver prochainement et en vous demandant de transmettre a 
Hillary mes hommages respecteux, je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a 
!'assurance de ma tres haute consideration. 

Jacques CHIRAC 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 

PresidentdesEtats-Unisd'AmeriquePhotocopy Mi SC. Handwriting 
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Paris, November 20, 1997 

Mr. President, [handwritten:] My dear Bill, 

I am delighted that the meeting between the American, French, Russian and English foreign 
ministers and the ambassador of China, held this evening in Geneva, resulted in a positive 
agreement that should, thanks to everyone's efforts, lead Iraq to resume full cooperation with .the 
United Nations Special Commission. 

Our close cooperation and our coordinated actions have led Iraq to understand that there was 
nothing to be gained from the confrontation with the international community. I hope that Iraq 
will decide to reexamine its decisions of October 29 and that the Special Commission will soon 
be able to resume all of its activities. We must then reflect together on the best way to obtain 
Iraq's full cooperation with the Uni,ted Nations until all of its weapons of mass destruction are 
totally eliminated. · 

I am very happy about the continuous cooperation between our two countries throughout this 
crisis, whether between us and our close collaborators, our foreign ministries or our defense 
ministries. You are aware of the great importance I attach to the French-American alliance and to 
the reaffirmation of our special ties of solidarity, particularly during times of crisis. 

In the hope of seeing you again soon, and asking you to convey my best regards to Hillary, I beg 
you to accept, Mr. President, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

[handwritten] Cordially, 

Jacques Chirac 

His Excellency 
Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 

[l]004 



Washington, November 26, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on November 20th, 1997, 

together with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
DEC Il1ft£wartment OJState 

Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

Yours respectfully, 

'\\~ 
Hugues PERNET 

Charge d'Affaires, a. i .. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

SIS 9722806 

Date Feb, 4, 1998 

FOR: Mr. Glyn T. Davies 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House 
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To: President Clinton 

From: President Jacques Chirac 

Date: 24 November 1997 

Subject: Response to earlier Clinton letter regarding 

enhancing African peacekeeping capacities 

WH Referral Date: 24 Dec 97 
NSC ID# (if any) 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe ·no response is necessary for the 
reason cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). 

REMARKS: French President Chirac's letter responds to an 
earlier letter from President Clinton r.egarding the U.S. 
African Crisis Response Initiative (ACRI), a corresponding 
French initiative to enhance African peacekeeping capabilities, 
and the cooperation between the two governments to coordinate 
our efforts. No further communication is required between the 
two presidents on this subject at present. 

~~ .' urn.,,.....~---....,.. 
Executive Secret ry 



' 

Date: 

Reply to 
Attn of: 

Subject: 

To: 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 

January 6, 1998 

c§ · LS No. 128351 

A/OPR/LS/T - Helen Ely 

Comparison of the French text of the letter to the President from 
French President Chirac of November 24, 1997 (S/S 9722806), to 
the English translation provided. 

S/S-RMD - Mr. Charles G. Jackson 

The text of the above-mentioned translation has been compared to the original by 
a responsible language officer of this Division and has been found to have the same 
meaning in all substantive respects. 
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9722806 
Washington, December 16, 1997 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

Please find herewith a letter from President Jacques Chirac, 

addressed to President William Clinton, that I was asked to forward to his High 

Addressee. 

With best regards, I am, 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

cc : French Desk 
Department of State 

Yours respectfully, 

Franfois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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Mr. Glyn T. Davies 
Executive Secretary 

S/S 9722806 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C 20520 

December 24, 1997 

National Security Council Staff 
• The White House 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from 

French President Jacques Chirac 

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on Dec • 2 4 , 19 9 7 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

S4ei!7M 
Chief, S/S-RMD 
Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053 
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S/S 9722806 

United States Department of State 

Memorandum for: 

Subject: 

Mr. Glyn T. Davies 
Executive Secretary 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

December 24, 1997 

National Security Council Staff 
• The White House 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from 

French President Jacques Chirac 

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on Dec· 24 , 1997 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

s~M 
Chief, S/S-RMD 
Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053 
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Dear Mr. Berger: 

972280~ 
Washington, December 16, 1997 

Please find herewith a letter from President Jacques Chirac, 

addressed to President William Clinton, that I was asked to forward to his High 

Addressee. 

With best regards, I am, 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

cc : French Desk 
Department of State 

Yours respectfully, 

Fran~ois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

May I say how pleased I am with the excellent dialogue we have on the major issues in 

the world. The regular contacts between ministers and members of our staffs allow us to be well­

informed on our respective positions at all times. Our frequent conversations have helped to 

dispel many a misunderstanding and resolve some important problems. 

In your letter of December 21, you mentioned among other things the situation in Iran. I 

would like to share with you some thoughts that have been prompted by the developments we are 

witnessing in that country. 

Like the United States, we in France and Europe are puzzled by and interested in what has 

been happening in Teheran in the last few months. We have not been used to words and gestures 

of appeasement coming from the Islamic Republic. It had not in the past indicated a willingness 

for dialogue and detente as President Khatami is so clearly doing now. Nor had it intimated a 

wish to establish peaceable and constructive relations with the intemation~ cominunity. 

Is it possible today to deal with that great country as if nothing had happened there since 

the election of the new president in conditions that are beyond dispute? Quite aside from his 

personality, the people's desire for change, which he seems to embody, must be taken into 

account. The words have changed, the style is more relaxed and the content of political discourse 

has altered. A fundamental debate on the underlying principles of the government is under way 

among the various centers of power in Iran--we do not have all the keys but it is certainly very 

harsh. Finally, a new relationship of power seems to be setting in between the government and 

society at large. 

We must also direct our attention to the attitude of the Moslem world. Iran's unquestioned 

success at the recent summit of the Organization of the Islamic Conference must be considered. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY .. ./ ... 



-2-

It was certainly due to the high-level participation of member states but also to the freedom of the 

debates, the relative moderation of the conclusions and the constructive role played by the Iranian 

presidency. From now on, we must watch carefully the development of the relationship of the 

Arab and Moslem worlds with the Islamic Republic. 

Given these two factors, the one internal the other external, I believe that we cannot 

continue to remain aloof and skeptical even though we must still be mistrustful and demand that 

actions follow words. 

For the past several years, as you know, France and its European Union partners have 

maintained a critical dialogue with the Islamic Republic. These contacts have enabled us to 

obtain some results, especially in south Lebanon. At this point and in view of recent 

developments in Iran, I consider it more than ever necessary to continue and even enlarge this 

critical dialogue in order to test Iranian declarations of intent on the issues that are legitimate 

sources of concern to us. 

I refer to the stability of the Gulf region and Iran's attitude towards the peace process. I am 

also thinking of the Islamic Republic's conduct with regard to weapons of mass destruction, 

which must be objectively and meticulously evaluated based on the facts. Likewise in the matter 

of terrorism, we must confront Iran's leaders without beating about the bush. That is what we are 

doing. 

I want the position of France and Europe to be understood in the United States. To that 

end, I had a long meeting at the Elysee with the delegations of senators and representatives who 

were on a trip to Paris this week. 

In view of the developments in Teheran, too much circumspection could discourage the 

changes which we have long wanted and could weaken those, within the regime, who wish to see 
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them intensified in the future. That is why I was interested to note that American officials were 

generally positive about President Khatami's recent remarks on CNN. Dialogue does not · 

preclude prudence or clear-sightedness. 

On this important issue, as on the difficult questions oflraq and the very troubling 

Mideast peace process, I am very pleased with the talks which were recently intensified at all 

levels in Paris and Washington. I hope that these valuable exchanges continue in the months 

ahead. I have asked in particular that the analyses from our Embassy in Teheran should be 

regularly forwarded to your assistants and that they play a part in the deliberations we must 

undertake together. 

[ complimentary close] 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

Yours sincerely, 

(in writing) Best regards, 

signed Jacques Chirac 
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'' LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE .::=====<;;::::::~::-=/· 

.... · 
J?ARis LE 22 JANVIER 1998 

MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, ===MON fHER,, BILL,=~= {MENTION MANUSCRITE) 

LAISSEZ-MCI VOUS DIRE COMBIEN···.JE SUIS SATISFAIT DE LA QUALITE DE NOTRE DIALOGUE 
SUR LES GRANDS DOSSIERS INTERNATIONAUX. ">LES CONTACTS REGULIERS ENTRE NOS MINISTRES ET NOS 
COLLABORATEURS NOUS PERMETTENT, A TOUT'· MOMENT, D'ETRE BIEN INFORMES DE NOS POSITIONS 
RESPECTIVES. NOS CONVERSATIONS F~E;.QUENTES ONT CONTRIBUE A DISSIPER BIEN DES MALENTENDUS 
ET A REGLER CERTAINS PROBLEMES IMPORTANTS. 

:;.::• •.· 

DANS VOTRE LETTRE DU 21 ·bECEMBRE VOUS AVEZ NOTAMMENT EVOQUE LA SITUATION EN IRAN. 
jE SOUHAITE AUJOURD'HUI VOUS FAIRE PART DES REFLEXIONS QUE M'INSPIRENT LES EVOLUTIONS 
AUXQUELLES NOUS ASSISTONS DANS CE PAYS. 

•·❖ ... •• 

A L' INSTAR DES ETATS--~}JNIS, NOUS SOMMES, EN FRANCE ET EN EUROPE, INTRIGUES ET 
INTERESSES PAR CE QUI SE_ ·:PASSE DEPUIS QUELQUES MOIS A TEHERAN . LA REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE NE 
NOUS AVAIT GUERE HABITUES .AUX PAROLES ET AUX GESTES D'APAISEMENT . ELLE N'AVAIT PAS 
MANIFESTE, COMME . LE FAIT AUJOURD'HUI AVEC NETTETE LE PRESIDENT KHATAMI, SA DISPOSITION AU 
DIALOGUE ET A LA DETEN.rlf. · ELLE N' AVAIT PAS, NON PLUS, DONNE LE SENTIMENT DE VOULOIR 
ETABLIR AVEC LA co~;:P,TE INTERNATIONALE DES RELATIONS SEREINES ET CONSTRUCTIVES . 

PEUT-ON AUJ0U.RD'HUI TRAITER CE GRAND PAYS COMME S'IL NE S'Y ETAIT RIEN PASSE 
DEPUIS L'ELECTION, DANS DES CONDITIONS INCONTESTEES, DU NOUVEAU PRESIDENT? AU-DELA DE SA 
PERSONNALITE, L'::ASPIRATION POPULAIRE AU CHANGEMENT QU' IL PARAIT INCARNER, DOIT ETRE PRISE 
EN COMPTE. AVEO ·£E· ... ,PRESIDENT KHATAMI, LES MOTS ONT . CHANGE, LE STYLE S' EST DECRISPE, LE 
CONTENU DU DI_S'COURS POLITIQUE A EVOLUE. UN DEBAT DE FOND PORTANT SUR LES PRINCIPES 
FONDATEURS DJf . REGIME, DONT NOUS NE POSSEDONS PAS TOUTES LES CLES, MAIS QUI EST 
GERTAINEMENT. TRES DUR, EST ENGAGE ENTRE LES DIFFERENTS POLES DU POUVOIR IRANIEN. ENFIN, UN 
RAPPORT DE{ ~pR~ES NOUVEAU SEMBLE EN VOIE DE $'INSTALLER ENTRE LE POUVOIR ET, LA ·SOCIETE 
CIVILE . .l. :·-:❖- •••• _.{ • . • · • . • 

·=:-~{:=;;4,ITUDE DU MONDE MUSULMAN A L' EGARD DE L' IRAN DOIT AUSSI RETENIR NOTRE 
ATTEN'f.Ib~:-?'=··L' INCONTESTABLE SUCCES POUR L' IRAN DU RECENT SOMMET DE L' ORGANISATION DE LA 
CONFERENCE ISLAMIQUE DOIT ETRE MEDITE. IL RESULTE CERTES DU NIVEAU ELEVE DE LA 

~--•.· ....... . { ... 

··•::_~~:;:. -❖ 
...... _ 
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PARTICIPATION DES PAYS MEMBRES, MAIS AUSSI DE LA . LIBERTE . DES DEBATS, DE LA·=:,R:E~TIVE 
MOJj'Erut'I'!oN :·ngs ·CONCLUSIONS ET DU ROLE CONSTRUC'PF JOUE PAR LA PRESIDENC~t p~~IENNE ·. NOUS 

' DEVONS DESORMAIS OBSERVER AVEC ATTENTION L' EVOLUTION DE LA RELATION DES >MOW)ES ARABE ET 
·· ·····.• ····•.:,:•· 

MUfULMAN AVEC LA ·REJ:'.~LIQUE ISLAMIQUE. /···· .. ,. 
i 

CE DOUBLE CONTEXTE, INTERNE ET EXTERNE, ME CONDUIT A PENSER ..'0UE; NOUS NE POUVONS 
RE.STJ:1:~ . . !?AN$. 00.~ ATTITUDE DE SCEPTICISME DISTANT, MEME SI NOUS DEVONS DEMEURER MEFIANTS ET 
EXIGER QUE LES ACTEs· VIENNENT' ·-coNFIRMER ··LES PAROLES. < .. ./❖ •·\ 

❖.-~:" 

·, . ··,o~~UI•S PLUSIEURS ANNEES, VOUS LE SAVEZ; LA FRANCE ET SES P~ENAIRES DE L'UNION 
EUROPEENNE MAINTIENNENT UN . DIALOGUE CRITIQUE AVEC LA .REPUBLIQUE .. lSLAMIQUE. CES CONTACTS 
Nous · oNT PERMIS D'OBTENIR QUELQUES RESULTATS, NOTAMMENT AU su:o L[~AN. AUJOURD'HUI, COMPTE 
TENU DES .RECE:trr~~ EVOLUTIONS IRANIENNES, PLUS QUE JAMAIS JE CONSJDERE QUE LA POURSUITE, 
VOIRE L' AMPLIFICATION DE CE DIALOGUE CRITIQUE EST NECESSAIRif; JiE SERAIT-CE QUE POUR 
METTRE A L'EPREUVE LES DECLARATIONS D'INTENTION IRANIENNEs ··:s_pR .. LES SUJETS QUI, 
LEGITIMEMENT, NOUS PREOCCUPENT. ·: 

JE PENSE A LA STAB I LITE DANS LA REGION DU GOLFE· .,.C:OMME A L' ATTITUDE DE L' IRAN A 
L'EGARD DU PROCESSUS DE PAIX. JE PENSE AUSSI AU COMPORTEMENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE 
CONCERNANT LES ARMES DE DESTRUCTION MASSIVE, QUI DOr;r ,:FAiRE L'OBJET D'UNE EVALUATION 
MINUTIEUSE ET OBJECTIVE FONDEE SUR LES FAITS. COMME .. '= EN···MATIERE DE TERRORISME, NOUS DEVONS 
ABORDER SANS DETOUR CETTE QUESTION AVEC LES DIRIGEAiffS ·•IRANIENS. C' EST CE QUE NOUS 
FAISONS. 

JE SOUHAITE QUE CETTE POSITION DE LA FRANC:E-:: ET DE L' EUROPE SOIT BIEN. COMPRISE AUX 
ETATS-UNIS. DANS CET ESPRIT, J'AI LONGUEMENT RECU?A L'ELYSEE LES DELEGATIONS DE SENATEU~S 
ET DE REPRESENTANTS QUI EFFECTUAIENT CETTE S~MAi'N'EUNE VISITE A PARIS. 

DEVANT LES EVOLUTIONS ENGAGEES A TEHEFlAN, TROP DE CIRCONSPECTION POURRAIT 
DECOURAGER DES CHANGEMENTS QUE NOUS ESPERI9NSDEPUIS LONGTEMPS ET AFFAIBLIR CEUX QUI 
SOUHAITENT, AU SEIN DU REGIME, LES ACCE~UER .A L'AVENIR. C'EST POURQUOI, J'AI NOTE AVEC 
BEAUCOUP D' INTERET L' ACCUEIL GLOBALEMENT····posITIF QUI A ETE RESERVE PAR LES AUTORITES 
AMERICAINES AUX PROPOS RECENTS TENUS P:1ffi ... ~E PRESIDENT KHATAMI SUR CNN. LE DIALOGUE 
N' INTERDIT NI LA PRUDENCE NI LA LUCID;I:TE . . / 

.. ··=·-=-· 
· • •, 

•:: .. 
SUR CE SUJET MAJEUR, COMME SUR .LE DOSSIER SI DIFFICILE DE L'IRAK ET CELUI, TRES 

PREOCCUPANT, DU PROCESSUS DE PAIX AJJ · PROCHE ORIENT, JE SUIS TRES HEUREUX DES 
CONVERSATIONS QUI SE SONT INTENSJ;:FIEES RECEMMENT A TOUSLES NIVEAUX, A PARIS COMME A 
WASHINGTON. JE SOUHAITE QUE SE POURSPIVENT, AU COURS DES PROCHAINS MOIS, CES ECHANGES 
FRUCTUEUX. JE DEMANDE NOTAMMENT 'QUE ··LES ANALYSES DE NOTRE AMBASSADE A TE~ERAN SOIENT 
REGULIEREMENT TRANSMISES A VOS ·==cqi.,LABORATEURS ET QU' ELLES CONTRIBUENT AINSI A UNE 
REFLEXION QUE NOUS DEVONS POURSUIVRE ENSEMBLE. 

JE VOUS PRIE, MONSIEU~ LE PRESIDENT, DE CROIRE A L'ASSURANCE DE MA TRES HAUTE 
CONSIDERATION. . . 

BIEN AMICALJi1,mNt··, === (MENTION MANUSCRITE) .. ·•:•. 

SON . EXCELLENCE M. · 1'I•~t . CLINTON 
PRESIDE.NT DES ETATS··~..µ14':rs D, AMERIQUE, , 
FIN DE CITATION. /. ·· ·❖ .... 

SIGNE JACQUES CHIRAC 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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Washington, April 15, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

Please find herewith the text of a letter from President Jacques 
Chirac, addressed to President William Clinton, that I was asked to forward to 
his High Addressee. 

The original letter will be forwarded to you as soon as its reaches 
this Embassy via Diplomatic Pouch. 

With best regards, I am, 

APR 1711=04 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

cc : French Desk 
Department of State 

Yours respectfully, 

Franc;ois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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Washington, April 23, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

Please find herewith a letter from President Jacques Chirac, addressed to 
President William Clinton, that I was asked to forward to his High Addressee. 

The text of this letter has already been conveyed to you on April 15, 1998. 

With best regards, I am, 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

cc : French Desk 

Yours respectfully, 

Fram;ois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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National Security Council Staff 
· The White House 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from 

FRENCH PRESIDENT JACQUES CHIRAC 

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on __ A_P R_I_L_2_1_,_1_9? 8 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 
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9807094 
Washington, April 15, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

Please find herewith the text of a letter from President Jacques 
Chirac, addressed to President William Clinton, that I was asked to forward to 
his High Addressee. 

The original letter will be forwarded to you as soon as its reaches 
this Embassy via Diplomatic Pouch. 

With best regards, I am, 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

cc : French Desk 
Department of State 

Yours respectfully, 

Fram;ois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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Washington, May 1, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on April 18, 1998, together 

with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 
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M. President, dear Bill (handwritten) 

I want to thank you for your April 13 letter, in which you shared with me your concerns about 
the deterioration of the situation in Kosovo, and informed me of the visit in Paris by an American 
delegation led by M. Strobe Talbott, Vice Secretary of State, to discuss the matter with his French 
interlocutors. 

I fully share, as you know, your concerns on the evolution of the situation in Kosovo. The 
painful Bosnian experience teaches us that only a firm and converging action by the international 
community can prevent a new outburst of ethnic hatred, break the process leading to a civil war which 
would threaten the stability of the whole of South-Eastern Europe, but bring about a fair and sustainable 
political settlement. 

There is today, among the international community, a strong consensus to consider that this 
settlement should rest on a status oflarge autonomy for Kosovo, within the framework of existing 
international borders, and for this objective, to encourage the rapid start of an unconditional dialogue 
between the Belgrade authorities and the leaders of the Albanian community of Kosovo, with the 
participation of a third party. 

This is the meaning of the efforts undertaken notably by the contact group, the European Union 
and the OSCE. These efforts must be pursued and strengthened in the same spirit of determination and 
unity of action. 

France is fully doing its part, whether to exert the necessary pressure on M. Milosevic, to whom 
I had a message of firmness delivered by the French Director of Political Affairs, M . Jacques Blot, or to 
encourage M. Ibrahim Rugova to dialogue, as I talked to him on the phone on March 25. 

I am happy about the very close dialogue which has been developing between the United States 
and France on this essential matter, and I wish that it can be reinforced even more in the future. 

The very friendly and constructive discussions that have taken place in Paris between M. Strobe 
Talbott and M. Hubert Vedrine, M. Jean David Levitte and M. Jacques Blot, allowed to confirm the 
large convergence of views that exist between our two countries and to state precisely the way to 
promote together the start of a real political dialogue between both parties, which is our common 
priority. These meetings allowed, moreover, to touch on other very important matters, related to 
Franco-American relations and the evolution of the Atlantic Alliance. I would be glad to discuss those 

· soon with you. 

Please accept M. President the expression of my highest consideration. 

- UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION -

Yours, (handwritten) 

Jacques Chirac 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 18 avril 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

Je vous remercie de votre lettre du 13 avril, par laquelle vous avez bien 
voulu me faire part de vos preoccupations concernant la degradation de la 
situation au Kossovo et m'informer de la venue a Paris d'une delegation 
americaine conduite par M. Strobe TALBOTT, Vice-Secretaire d'Etat, afin 
d'evoquer ce sujet avec ses interlocuteurs fran~ais. 

Je partage pleinement, comme vous le savez, votre inquietude sur 
l' evolution de la situation au Kossovo. L' experience si douloureuse de la Bosnie 
nous enseigne que seule une action ferme et convergente de la Communaute 
internationale peut eviter un nouveau dechamement de la haine ethnique, briser 
I' engrenage d' une guerre civile qui menacerait de proche en proche la stabilite de 
!'ensemble du Sud-Est de l'Europe, et conduire a un reglement politique equitable 
et durable. 

Il existe aujourd'hui un fort consensus au sein de la Communaute 
internationale pour considerer que ce reglement doit reposer sur un statut de large 
autonomie pour le Kossovo dans le cadre des frontieres internationales existantes, 
et pour encourager dans ce but !'engagement rapide d'un dialogue sans condition 
entre les autorites de Belgrade et les responsables de la communaute albanaise du 
Kossovo avec la participation d'un tiers . 

Tel est le sens des efforts engages notamment par le Groupe de contact, 
l'Union europeenne et l'OSCE, qu'il faut poursuivre et accentuer dans le meme 
esprit de determination et d'unite d'action. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
WASHINGTON 
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La Francey prend toute sa part, qu'il s'agisse des pressions necessaires sur 
M. MILOSEVIC, auquelj'ai fait remettre un message de fermete par le Directeur 
franyais des Affaires politiques, M. Jacques BLOT, ou de !'encouragement au 
dialogue en direction de M. Ibrahim RUGOVA, que j'ai joint au telephone le 25 
mars demi er. 

J e me rej ouis de la concertation tres etroite qui s' est developpee entre les 
Etats-Unis et la France sur ce sujet essentiel, et je souhaite qu'elle se renforce 
encore a l'avenir. 

Les entretiens tres amicaux et constructifs qu'a eus a Paris M. Strobe 
TALBOTT avec M. Hubert VEDRINE, M. Jean-David LEVITTE et M. Jacques 
BLOT ont permis de corrfirmer la large convergence de vues qui existe entre ·nos 
deux pays et de preciser la maniere dont il convient de promouvoir ensemble 
l' enclenchement d'un dialogue reel entre les deux parties, qui constitue notre 
priorite commune. Ces rencontres ont permis par ailleurs d'aborder d'autres 
sujets importants, touchant notamment a la relation franco-americaine et a 
I' evolution de l' Alliance atlantique, sur lesquels je serais tres heureux de 
m' entretenir prochainement avec vous. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

J3:,, . 
i 

acques CHIRAC 

/ 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: KENNEY, K 

STATE SECRETARIAT 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT 

SOURCE: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

DATE: 18 APR 98 

SUBJ: SITUATION IN KOSOVO & POSSIBLE STEPS 

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR INFORMATION 

DUEDATE: 

COMMENT: 

ID 9803236 

DATE: 05 MAY 98 

,-::::-, U '.). S~,/u 
~ JOHN W. FICKLIN 

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
DISTRIBUTION RECEIPT 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN KOSOVO & POSSIBLE STEPS 
DOCUMENT CLASSIFICATION: CONFIBEN~IAL 

EXTERNAL DISTRIBUTION: DATE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TIME 

LOG 9803236 
DATE 18 APR 98 

SIGNATURE 

FOR THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
ROOM 7224 PRINT LAST NAME: 
2201 C STREET, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20520 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

COPY: =1 ___ _ 

UNCLASSIFIED UPON REMOVAL 
OF CLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS 
Initials: ,'< '-'S Date: 'lt'-11:loa.c, 

~e,,~-o~oq-,., 

DATE, TIME, SIGN THE RECEIPT AND RETURN TO: NSC RECORDS MGNT, ROOM 379 OEOB 
PAGE 01 OF 01 PAGES 





TO: PRESIDENT 

FROM: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

CONPIDEN'fIAti 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

RECORD ID: 9803236 
RECEIVED: OS MAY 98 14 

DOC DATE: 18 APR 98 
SOURCE REF: 

KEYWORDS : FRANCE 
HS 

KOSOVO 

PERSONS: 

SUBJECT : SITUATION IN KOSOVO & POSSIBLE STEPS 

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER 

STAFF OFFICER: MCELDOWNEY 

FILES: PA NSCP: 

DUE DATE : 16 MAY 98 STATUS: S 

LOGREF: 9802564 9803241 

CODES : 

D O C U M E N T D I S T R I B U T I O N 

FOR ACTION 
MCELDOWNEY 

COMMENTS: 

FOR CONCURRENCE 
COVEY 

FOR INFO 
BANDLER 
BERGER 
D.~VIES 
KERRICK 
MALLEY 
POOLE 
STATE 
STEINBERG 

DISPATCHED BY __________ DATE _____ BY HAND W/ATTCH 

OPENED BY: NSTSM CLOSED BY: 

CONPiflENTIAL 

DOC 1 OF 1 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13S26 

White House Guidelines, May 16, 2017 
By ~NARA, Date~o.%0 

~Ol~ •O~l)C\ - M 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 18 avril 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

Je vous remercie de votre lettre du 13 avril, par laquelle vous avez bien 
voulu me faire part de vos preoccupations concemant la degradation de la 
situation au Kossovo et m'informer de la venue a Paris d'une delegation 
americaine conduite par M. Strobe TALBOTT, Vice-Secretaire d'Etat, afin 
d' evoquer ce sujet avec ses interlocuteurs :franyais. 

Je partage pleinement, comme vous le savez, votre inquietude sur 
!'evolution de la situation au Kossovo. L'experience si douloureuse de la Bosnie 
nous enseigne que seule une action ferme et convergente de la Communaute 
intemationale peut eviter un nouveau dechamement de la haine ethnique, briser 
l'engrenage d'une guerre civile qui menacerait de proche en proche la stabilite de 
!'ensemble du Sud-Est de l'Europe, et conduire a un reglement politique equitable 
et durable. 

11 existe aujourd'hui un fort consensus au sein de la Communaute 
intemationale pour considerer que ce reglement doit reposer sur un statut de large 
autonomie pour le Kossovo dans le cadre des frontieres intemationales existantes, 
et pour encourager dans ce but !'engagement rapide d'un dialogue sans condition 
entre les autorites de Belgrade et les responsables de la communaute albanaise du 
Kossovo avec la participation d'un tiers. 

Tel est le sens des efforts engages notamment par le Groupe de contact, 
l'Union europeenne et l'OSCE, qu'il faut poursuivre et accentuer dans le meme 
esprit de determination et d'unite d'action. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
WASHINGTON 
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La Francey prend toute sa part, qu'il s'agisse des pressions necessaires sur 
M. :tv1ILOSEVIC, auquelj'ai fait remettre un message de fermete par le Directeur 
fran9ais des Affaires politiques, M. Jacques BLOT, ou de !'encouragement au 
dialogue en direction de M. Ibrahim RUGOV A, que j'ai joint au telephone le 25 
mars dernier. 

Je me rejouis de la concertation tres etroite qui s'est developpee entre les 
Etats-Unis et la France sur ce sujet essentiel, et je souhaite qu'elle se renforce 
encore a I' avenir. 

Les entretiens tres amicaux et constructifs qu'a eus a Paris M. Strobe 
TALBOTT avec M. Hubert VEDRINE, M. Jean-David LEVITTE et M. Jacques 
BLOT ont permis de confirmer la large convergence de vues qui existe entre nos 
deux pays et de preciser la maniere dont il convient de promouvoir ensemble 
I' enclenchement d'un dialogue reel entre les deux parties, qui constitue notre 
priorite commune. Ces rencontres ont permis par ailleurs d'aborder d'autres 
sujets importants, touchant notamment a la relation franco-americaine et a 
I' evolution de I' Alliance atlantique, sur lesquels j e serais tres heureux de 
m' entretenir prochainement avec vous. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

:t3::::-, ' 
i 

acques CHIRAC 

/ 
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Dear Jacques: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 6, 1998 

I was pleased to receive your letter concerning France's 
commemoration of· the 80t h anniversary of the end of World War I. 
I share your view that we must remember the lessons of the past 
and use them as guideposts in our joint efforts to build a 
better future. 

I am deeply gratified by your decision to grant the Legion of 
Honor to American veterans who fought to defend France. The 
heroism and selfless sacrifice of both American and French 
soldiers during that difficult war are an inspiration for us 
all. Your granting of this highest commendation to our veterans 
is a fitting symbol of the partnership that helped us end the 
terrible violence of that war and that continues to bind our two 
nations in common endeavor. 

I would very much like to take part in the French-American 
ceremony scheduled for September 26 but fear that my schedule 
will not permit a trip to Europe in that timeframe. However, I 
will ensure that the United States is well represented on this 
important occasion. 

Hillary joins me in sending warmest regards to you and 
Bernadette. 

His Excellency 
Jacques Chirac 

Sincerely, 

President of the French Republic 
Paris 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 30, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER cg)~ 
SUBJECT: Letter to President Chirac 

Purpose 

4461 

~ ~·--= -
::L -"-

To reply to an invitation from Jacques Chirac to visit France on 
September 26, 1998, to take part in a commemoration of the 80 th 

anniversary of the end of World War I. 

Background 

To mark the 1918 armistice which ended WWI, France is hosting 
separate ceremonies in honor of the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Belgium, and Germany. France has also decided to grant 
the Legion of Honor, its highest national commendation, to 
American and other allied veterans who took part in the war. 

Queen Elizabeth, King Albert II and Helmut Kohl have already 
committed to participate in the proceedings. Chirac expresses 
understanding that your schedule may prevent another trip to 
Europe this year, but requests that you appoint a senior member 
of the Administration to represent the United States. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON , D .C . 20504 

June 29, 1998 

SAMUEL R. BERGER @ ~ 
DONALD K. BANDLER~ 

NANCY MCELDOWNE~~ 

Presidential Letter to French President Chirac 

4461 

Attached at Tab I is your memorandum to the President forwarding 
a draft reply to Jacques Chirac, who has invited the President 
to visit France in September for the 80th anniversary of World 
War I. 

Concurrence by: Rod von Lips~ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memo to the President 

Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Paris, June 12, 1998 

Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

In a few months, we will be commemorating the 80th anniversary of 

the end of World War I. The United States provided decisive support to French 

soldiers in the defense of their country during that war. France has not 

forgotten this. 

I should very much like to pay a solemn tribute to the remaining 

survivors of the Great War and am pleased to inform you that I have decided to 

award the Legion of Honor, France's highest national honor, to allied veterans­

-Americans in particular--who fought in France during the 1914-1918 war. I 

have asked the Ambassador of France in Washington to identify with the 

assistance of the relevant American authorities all such veterans so that they 

receive their decoration as soon as possible. 

It being our duty to remember, I would also like the 

commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the 1918 armistice to be a tribute to 

all the nations which were drawn into that devastating war. I wanted to inform 

you personally that I am inviting the heads of state or governments of these 

countries to France to join in the commemorations, bilateral events, which will 

be spread over several dates this fall. I should be delighted if, like Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II, the King of the Belgians and Germany's Chancellor who 

will attend the separate ceremonies for each of their countries, you agree to 

honor with your presence the memorial at which France will pay a specific 

tribute to the American soldiers who lost their lives during the war . 

.. ./ ... 
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The French-American remembrance ceremony is scheduled for 

September 26 at Romagne-sous-Montfaucon in the eastern part of France 

where General Pershing launched the offensive which determined the outcome 

of the war. I should very much like you to accompany me to Romagne-sous­

Montfaucon on that date and for us to demonstrate together the strength and 

vitality of the alliance between the United States and France. 

I do realize that you have a very heavy schedule. Though it would 

be a pleasure to see you again to commemorate this important event in the 

shared history and friendship of our two countries, I shall quite understand if 
you 're not able to return to Europe this fall. If that should be the case, I would 

appreciate it very much if you could appoint one of the highest representatives 

of your Administration to be in your delegation to this important French­

American ceremony. 

Sincerely, 

signed: Jacques Chirac 



Washington, June 26, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith the original of a letter that was sent to you on June 12, 

1998 to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic who 

asked me to forward it to him. 

President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

With regards, 

Franr;ois Bujon de l'Estang 



Washington, June 12, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, 

President of the French Republic who asked me to forward it to him. 

President. 

JUN 1. 714:18 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

With regards, 

Buj n de l'Estang 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris le 12 juin 1998 

Monsieur le President, R:o 
J 

Nous commemorerons dans quelques mois le 80e anniversaire de la fin 
de la premiere guerre mondiale. Au cours de ce conflit, les Etats-Unis ont 
apporte un soutien decisif a l' effort des troupes fran9aises dans la defense du 
territoire national. La Francene l'a pas oublie. 

Soucieux de rendre aux demiers survivants de la premiere guerre 
mondiale un solennel hommage, j'ai decide de decemer la Legion d'honneur, le 
premier ordre national fran9ais, aux anciens combattants allies -notamment 
americains- ayant participe, sur le sol fran9ais, a la guerre de 1914-1918. J' ai 
charge l' Ambassadeur de France a Washington d'identifier, avec l'aide des 
administrations americaines competentes, les anciens combattants concemes 
afin que les insignes de cette decoration puissent leur etre remis rapidement. 

J' ai en outre souhaite que la commemoration du 80e anniversaire de 
l' armistice de 1918 soit l' occasion de rendre un hommage a toutes les nations 
qui ont ete precipitees dans ce conflit devastateur. Je tenais a vous informer 
personnellement que j'invite en France les Chefs d'Etat ou de gouvemement de 
ces pays a s' associer a des manifestations du souvenir a caractere bilateral, qui 
s'echelonneront au cours de l'automne. Je serais tres touche si, comme le feront 
par ailleurs Sa majeste la Reine Elisabeth II, le Roi des Beiges et le Chancelier 
allemand, pour les ceremonies organisees separement avec chacun de ces pays, 
vous acceptiez d'honorer de votre presence la ceremonie au cours de laquelle la 
France rendra un hommage specifique aux soldats americains tombes lors de ce 
conflit. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
WASHINGTON 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 



La ceremonie commemorative franco-americaine est prevue le 26 
septembre prochain a Romagne-sous-Montfaucon, dans l'est de la France, d'ou 
le General Pershing a lance l' offensive determinante qui a decide de l' issue de 
la guerre. Je souhaiterais vivement que vous puissiez m'accompagner a 
Romagne-sous-Montfaucon en cette occasion, et que nous puissions ensemble 
temoigner de la force et de la vitalite de !'alliance entre les Etats-Unis et la 
France. 

Je sais cependant que votre emploi du temps est particulierement charge 
et, quel que soit le plaisir que j 'aurais a vous revoir pour celebrer ce moment 
essentiel de notre histoire commune et de l' amitie entre nos deux pays, je 
comprendrais que vous ne puissiez revenir en Europe a l'automne. Si tel devait 
etre le cas, j 'apprecierais beaucoup que vous designiez l 'un des plus hauts 
representants de votre administration pour vous representer a cette importante 
ceremonie franco-americaine. 

Je vous prie, Monsieur le President, de croire a !'assurance de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

~ \) l' ._ )......e,_ ~ ~ 
..--, _ , , 1 , r. ,, 
~ I C, .a.....J...__ .!> •• ► • ' • (._ 

,) 

Jacques CHIRAC 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Paris, June 12, 1998 

Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

In a Jew months, we will be commemorating the 80th anniversary of 

the end of World War I. The United States provided decisive support to French 

soldiers in the defense of their country during that war. France has not 

forgotten this. 

I should very much like to pay a solemn tribute to the remaining 

survivors of the Great War and am pleased to inform you that I have decided to 

award the Legion of Honor, France's highest national honor, to allied veterans­

-Americans in particular--who fought in France during the 1914-1918 war. I 

have asked the Ambassador of France in Washington to identify with the 

assistance of the relevant American authorities all such veterans so that they 

receive their decoration as soon as possible. 

It being our duty to remember, I would also like the 

commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the 1918 armistice to be a tribute to 

all the nations which were drawn into that devastating war. I wanted to inform 

you personally that I am inviting the heads of state or governments of these 

countries to France to join in the commemorations, bilateral events, which will 

be spread over several dates this fall. I should be delighted if, like Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II, the King of the Belgians and Germany's Chancellor who 

will attend the separate ceremonies for each of their countries, you agree to 

honor with your presence the memorial at which France will pay a specific 

tribute to the American soldiers who lost their lives during the war . 

.. ./ ... 



-2/2-

The French-American remembrance ceremony is scheduled for 

September 26 at Romagne-sous-Montfaucon in the eastern part of France 

where General Pershing launched the offensive which determined the outcome 

of the war. I should very much like you to accompany me to Romagne-sous­

Montfaucon on that date and for us to demonstrate together the strength and 

vitality of the alliance between the United States and France. 

I do realize that you have a very heavy schedule. Though it would 

be a pleasure to see you again to commemorate this important event in the 

shared history and friendship of our two countries, I shall quite understand if 
you 're not able to return to Europe this fall. If that should be the case, I would 

appreciate it very much if you could appoint one of the highest representatives 

of your Administration to be in your delegation to this important French­

American ceremony. 

Sincerely, 

signed: Jacques Chirac 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris le 12 juin 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

Nous commemorerons dans quelques mois le 80e anniversaire de la fin 
de la premiere guerre mondiale. Au cours de ce confl.it, les Etats-Unis ont 
apporte un soutien decisif a l' effort des troupes fran9aises clans la defense du 
territoire national. La Francene l,a pas oublie. 

Soucieux de rend.re aux derniers survivants de la premiere guerre 
mondiale un solennel hommage, j'ai decide de decemer la Legion d'honneur, le 
premier ordre national fran9ais, aux anciens combattants allies -notamment 
americains- ayant participe, sur le sol fran9ais, a la guerre de 1914-1918. J'ai 
charge l'Ambassadeur de France a Washington d'identifier, avec l'aide des 
administrations americaines competentes, les anciens combattants concemes 
afin que les insignes de cette decoration puissent leur etre remis rapidement. 

J' ai en outre souhaite que la commemoration du 80e anniversaire de 
l'annistice de 1918 soit !'occasion de rend.re un hommage a toutes les nations 
qui ont ete precipitees dans ce conflit devastateur. Je tenais a vous informer 
personnellement que j'invite en France les Chefs d,Etat ou de gouvemement de 
ces pays a s' associer a des manifestations du souvenir a caractere bilateral, qui 
s'echelonneront au cours de Pautomne. Je serais tres touche si, com.me le feront 
par ailleurs Sa majeste la Reine Elisabeth IT, le Roi des Belges et le Chancelier 
allemand, pour les ceremonies organisees separement avec chacun de ces pays, 
vous acceptiez d'honorer de votre presence la cerernonie au cours de laquelle la 
France rendra un hommage specifique aux soldats americains tombes lors de ce 
conflit. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d 'Amerique 
WASHINGTON 



La ceremonie commemorative franco-americaine est prevue le 26 
septembre prochain a Romagne-sous-Montfaucon, dans l'est de la France, d'ou 
le General Pershing a lance l'offensive determinante qui a decide de l'issue de 
la guerre. Je souhaiterais vivement que vous puissiez m'accompagner a 
Romagne-sous-Montfaucon en cette occasion, et que nous puissions ensemble 
temoigner de la force et de la vitalite de Palliance entre les Etats-Unis et la 
France. 

Je sais cependant que votre emploi du temps est particulierement charge 
et, quel que soit le plaisir que j 'aurais a vous revoir pour celebrer ce moment 
essentiel de notre histoire commune et de l'amitie entre nos deux pays, je 
comprendrais que vous ne puissiez revenir en Europe a l'automne. Si tel devait 
etre le cas, j'apprecierais beaucoup que vous designiez l'un des plus hauts 
representants de votre administration pour vous representer a cette importante 
ceremonie franco~americaine. 

Je vous prie, Monsieur le President, de croire a !'assurance de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

1t" ,_._ ~ ~ :c:1 
~ _ , , I I r. ,,, 
~· 0• ~----- .D, • ., •• ' • ~ 

.) 

Jacques CI-IlRAC 
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ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 

SUBJECT: Letter to President Chirac 

Purpose 

4461 

/ 

To reply to an invitation from J cques Chirac to visit France on 
September 26, 199~ to take part " in a commemoration of the 80 th 

anniversary of the end of 7 or 'd '\far I. 

Background / 

To mark the 1918 armis~ e which ended WWI, France is hosting 
separate ceremonies ~ honor of t he United States, the United 
Kingdom, Belgium, a µ"d Germany. P.rance has also decided to grant 
the Legion of Hon9i, its highest national commendation, to 
American and oth~r allied veteran s who took part in the war. , 

Queen Elizabe , King Albert II a nd Helmut Kohl have already 
committed to participate in the proceedings. Chirac expresses 
understand' g that your schedule may prevent another trip to 
Europe t · s year, but requests u ~at you appoint a senior member 
of the inistration to represen t the United States. 

you sign the letter at Tab h . 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

..,_ -
Dear Jacques: 

I was pleased to receive your 
commemoration of the 80t h anni 
I share your view that we must 
and use them as guideposts in 
better future. 

concerning r'rance's 
end of World War I. 

~member lessons of the past 
ur joint efforts to build a 

I am deeply gratified our decision to grant the Legion of 
Honor to American veter s who fought to defend France. The 
heroism and selfless s crifice o f both American and French 
soldiers during that ifficult wa r J.J& an inspiration for us 
all. Your granting of this highest commendation to our veterans 
is a fitting symb~/ of the partnership that helped us end the 
terrible violenc of that war and that continues to bind our two 
nations in comm endeavor. 

/ 

I would very /uch like to take p a rt in the French-American 
I ceremony sc1)eduled for September 26 but fear that my schedule 

will not p~~it a trip to Europe in that timeframe. However, I 
will ensur,;e that the United States is well represented on this 
important/ occasion. 

joins me in sending warmest regards to you and 
Berna ette. 

Sincerel y , 

His Excellency Jacques Chirac 
President of the French Republic 
Paris 

d-~ 

~bf-~ 
-;("o...e.) v.L,~ 

I 
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Washington, July 27, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

Please find herewith a letter from President Jacques Chirac, addressed to 
President William Clinton, that I was asked to forward to his High Addressee. 

The text of this letter has already been conveyed to you on July 13, 1998. 

With best regards, I am, 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

cc : French Desk 

Yours respectfully, 

Hugues Pernet, 
Charge d 'Affaires a. i. 
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DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Son Excellence 

Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

WASHINGTON D.C. 
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PLEASE~ STAFF 

J'~ Washington, July 13, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

Please find herewith the text of a letter from President Jacques 
Chirac, addressed to President William Clinton, that I was asked to forward to 
his High Addressee. 

The original letter will be forwarded to you as soon as its reaches 
this Embassy via Diplomatic Pouch. 

With best regards, I am, 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

cc : French Desk 
JUL 1710:23 Department of State 

Yours respectfully, 

Fram;ois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Tel: 456.22.55 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

It was- very kind of you to send a message of congratulations on the 

victory of France's soccer team in the World Cup, and I thank you. 

All over the world this great sports event was- seen as- a moment of 

dialogue and friendship among peoples. France, the host country for this World 

cup, was- deeply pleas-ed by this. 

Pleas-e accept, Mr. President, the as-surance of my highest 

consideration. 

Best regards [handwritten] 

sign,ed: Jacques Chirac 



. .,.. 

LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 17 juillet 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

Votre message de felicitations pour la victoire de l'equipe de France lors 
de la finale de la Coupe du Monde de Football m'a beaucoup touche, etje vous 
en remercie vivement. 

Cette grande fete du sport fut aussi per~ue, clans le monde entier, comme 
un moment de dialogue et d'amitie entre les peuples. La France, pays hote de 
cette Coupe du Monde, s' en rej oui t profondement. 

Je vous prie, Monsieur le President, de croire a l'assurance de ma tres 
haute consideration . 

..:B,. · .., C, ... : c:..:J '-'-"1 .......f ,I 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
WASIBNGTON 

Jacques CHIRAC 



Washington, July 20, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, 

President of the French Republic who asked me to forward it to him. 

President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

With high regards, 

Hugues Pernet 
Charge d'Affaires a. i. 
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Ll:: PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLJQUE 2 4 SEP. 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

J' ai pris connaissance avec beau coup d' interet des recentes 
declarations en vue de renforcer la stabilite du systeme financier international. 
Pour la France, c'est unc priorite et le G7 doit prendre }'initiative. 

Nos pays, par leur taillc et leur puissance economique, ont une 
responsabilite particuliere dans la stabilite et la prosperite de I' economie 
mondiale. Comme je l'avais souligne a Birmingham, il est essentiel de redonner 
au G7 son role originel d'impulsion. 

Le monde connait aujourd'hui une situation incertaine et agitee. De 
nombreux pays sont confrontes a des di:fficultes economiques importantes qui 
menacent leur croissance. Dans certaines parties du monde, des pressions 
deflationnistes voient le jour. Nos Ministres des Finances l'admettent tous : la 
nature des risques de l' economic mondiale s' est desormais modifiee. Nous 
devons etre vigilants et je pense que notre implication personnelle est 
indispensable. 

Tout d' abord, i1 nous faut assumer nos responsabilites de principal es 
economies du monde, en mettant en oeuvre des politiques economiques 
appropriees en faveur d 'une croissance saine et de I' emploi, et encourager nos 
partenaires qui connaissent des difficultes a entreprendre les refonnes 
necessaires. 

Son Excellence 
· Monsieur William Jefferson CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
WASIDNGTON • 



Mais nous devons aller plus loin. Nous avons tous profite de 
l' ouverture de nos frontieres. 11 est urgent a present de consolider le systeme 
financier international, pour qu' il fonctionne mieux et au benefice de tous. Nous 
devons l' asseoir sur des fondations solides. Nous devons aussi conforter sa 
legitimite politique, pour prevenir toute desaffection des Etats OU des opinions 
publiques vis-a-vis du systeme ouvert-qui a favorise notre croissance et celle de 
!'ensemble de 1'6conomie mondiale. 

A Birmingham, j'ai fait des propositions pour renforcer la stabilite 
financiere internationale. Je voudrais vous en rappeler les lignes principales: 

- 1 - Nous devons d' abord renforcer la coordination economique entre 
nous. L'Europe s'y emploie, dans la perspective de !'introduction de !'Euro. Le 
Ministre fran9ais des Finances a d'ailleurs saisi nos partenaires europeens en 
vue d'une action en commun. Mais nous devons aussi developper notre 
cooperation dans le cadre du G7, pour qu'une concertation plus etroite 
s' instaure, notamment en reponse aux situations de crise. 

-· 2 - Nous devons batir un << nouveau Bretton Woods». Le Fonds 
Monetaire International et la Banque Mondiale ont bien servi les interets 
mondiaux pendant cinq decennies. Depuis le debut de la crise, ils sont en 
premiere ligne, pour prevenir les derapages et contribuer a l'ajustement. II s'agit 
aujourd'hui de les adapter a la nouvelle donne mondiale. 

Le F .M.I. doit demeurer le centre du dispositif. Son role dans la 
prevention et le traitement des crises est essentiel. Il faut lui donner de maniere 
urgente les ressources supplementaires dont il a besoin, c • est a dire mettre en 
oeuvre sans delai la decision prise a Hong Kong d'augmenter les quotes-parts. 
Ne pas le faire serait mettre en danger le systeme international. 

La Banque Mondiale, pour sa part, doit jouer tout son role, en contact 
etroit avec le Fonds, en particulier dans les pays en difficulte, pour aider a la 
misc en oeuvre de strategies de dcveloppement coherentes, actives dans la lutte 
contre la pauvrete et prenant mieux en compte les consequences sociales des 
crises lorsqu'elles surviennent. 

Un « nouveau Bretton Woods», c'est aussi disposer d'un systeme 
plus legitime. Nous devons associer plus etroitement les pays en transition, Jes 
pays emergents et les pays en developpement a nos travaux. La crise financiere 
actuelle montre que nous avons besoin aujourd'hui d'un dialogue approfondi 
entre tous, ainsi que d' un mecanisme de prise de decision qui donne aux 
marches des signaux politiques forts et rnanifeste !'adhesion universelle a un 
systeme ouvert et sans exclusive. La transformation du Comite interimaire du 
F .M.I. en organe decisionnel de niveau ministeriel., comme ses statuts en 
ouvrent la possibilite, repondrait a cet objectif. 



.. 
- 3 - Nous devons renforcer la solidite et la transparence du systeme 

financier mondial. 11 faut pour cela developper et mieux coordonner les 
systemes prudentiels et les etendre a l'ensemblc des institutions financiercs, 
qu'elles soient ou non bancaires. Il faut aussi accroitre !'information et sa 
diffusion afin d'assurer plus de transparence. 11 faut enfin que les centres 
financiers off shore respectent les regles internationales. Nous avons oeuvre 
pour la mise en place de<< codes de bonne conduitc » dans ces domaines. Mais 
nous avons besoin d'etre plus audacieux. Nos Ministres des Finances, en liaison 
avec les institutions appropriees, notamment nos banques centrales, doivent 
aller de I' avant. 

- 4 - Nous devons ensuite nous assurer que la liberalisation 
intemationale des mouvements de capitaux soit conduite de maniere ordonnee. 
Elle necessite en premier lieu une supervision efficace des system.es financiers 
nationaux. Nous devons aussi, les secousses auxquelles il a fallu faire face ces 
demiers mois le demontrent amplement, mieux associer le secteur prive a la 
resolution des difficultes, dans le cadre de solutions d'ensemble negociees. 

- 5 - Enfin, nous devons assurer un flux elev6 d'aide publique au 
developpement, pour limiter I' impact de la volatilite des capita~ prives et pour 
contrer les effets d'exclusion qui resulteraient des difficultes que rencontrent les 
pays les plus pauvres a reunir les conditions necessaires au developpement de 
I' investissenient prive. 

Plus que jamais, la situation actuelle necessite une excellente 
information entre nous. Nos sherpas, qui se reuniront bientot, devraient faire le 
point sur les possibilites de progres rapides et concrets dans ces domaines. 

J e souhaite en.fin reiterer la proposition que j 'avais faite a 
Birmingham de reunir le moment venu les Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvernement des 
pays membres titulaires et suppleants du comit6 interimaire du F .M.1., pour 
consolider le systemc financier mondial, afin d' assurer une croissance durable 
au benefice de tous. La France serait honoree d'accueillir une telle reunion le 
moment venu. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

Jacques CHIRAC 

TOTAL PAGECS) 04 



Washington, September 24, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message to President Clinton from 

Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic who asked me to 

forward it to him. 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

With regards, 

Frartfois Bujon de l'Estang 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

I noted with considerable interest recent statements on 

strengthening the stability of the international financial system. This is a 

priority for France, and the G7 must take the initiative. 

Our countries, by virtue of their size and economic strength, have 

special responsibility for the stability and prosperity of the world economy. As 

I pointed out in Birmingham, it is essential to restore to the G7 its original 

function of providing momentum. 

The world situation today is uncertain and in turmoil. Many 

countries face severe economic difficulties which threaten to undermine their 

growth. In some parts of the world, deflationary pressures are emerging. Our 

finance ministers all recognize one fact: the nature of the risks to the world 

economy has now shifted We must be vigilant, and I believe that our personal 

involvement is indispensable. 

First, we must shoulder our responsibilities as the world's leading 

economies by implementing appropriate economic policies to promote healthy 

growth and jobs, and encourage our partners which are having difficulties to 

undertake the necessary reforms. 

But we must also go further. We have all benefited from opening 

our borders. At this point in time, the international financial system urgently 

needs to be consolidated so that it functions better and benefits everyone. We 

need to build on solid foundations. We must also strengthen its political 

legitimacy to prevent States and public opinion from losing interest in the open 

system which has facilitated our growth and that of the world economy as a 

whole. 

In Birmingham I put forward proposals for strengthening 

international financial stability. I should like to bring to your attention again 

the main lines: 

.. ./ ... 



-2/3-

1 - We must first strengthen economic coordination among 

ourselves. Europe is working on this from the standpoint of the euro launch. 

The French finance minister has also taken the matter up with our European 

partners with a view to joint action. But we must also develop our cooperation 

in the framework of the G7 so there can be closer coordination, especially in 

response to crisis situations. 

2 - We must build a new Bretton Woods. The International 

Monetary Fund and World Bank have served the world's interests well for five 

decades. Since the start of the crisis, they have taken the lead to prevent 

dislocations and help with adjustments. Now the task is to adapt them to the 

new world situation. 

The IMF continues to be central to the system. Its role in 

preventing and handling crises is vital. We must, as a matter or urgency, give 

it the additional resources it needs, in other words, implement immediately the 

decision taken at Hong Kong to increase quotas. Not to do so would 

compromise the international system. 

The World Bank, in close contact with the IMF, must play its full 

part, especially in countries in difficulty, in assisting with the implementation of 

coherent development strategies which are active in combating poverty and 

take into account the social impact of crises when they do occur. 

A new Bretton Woods also means having a more legitimate system. 

We need to involve the transition, emerging and developing countries more 

closely in our proceedings. The current financial crisis shows that we now need 

everyone's participation in in-depth dialogue, and a decision-making 

mechanism which sends strong political signals to the markets and 

demonstrates universal adherence to an open system with no exceptions???? 

The transformation of the IMF Interim Committee into a ministerial-level 

decision-making body, as its statutes allow, would meet this goal. 

3 - We need to make the world financial system more solid and 

more transparent. To do so, prudential systems have to be developed, better 

coordinated and extended to all the financial institutions, whether or not they 

are banking institutions. Information should be more available and more 

widely distributed so as to ensure greater transparency. Lastly, off-shore 
.. ./ ... 
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centers must comply with the international rules. We have worked for the 

implementation of codes of good conduct in these areas. But we need to take 

bolder action. Our finance ministers, in liaison with the appropriate 

institutions, specifically our central banks, must take the lead 

4 - Next, we must ensure that the international liberalization of 

capital movements takes place in an orderly manner. This requires in the first 

place effective oversight of national .financial systems. And as the shock waves 

of the past few months have made amply clear, we must also seek closer 

involvement by the private sector in resolving difficulties in the framework of 

negotiated comprehensive solutions. 

5 - Lastly, we must ensure a substantial flow of official development 

assistance to limit the impact of private capital volatility and counter the effects 

of exclusion which may be experienced by very poor countries as a result of 

their difficulty in meeting the conditions necessary for the development of 

private investment. 

More than ever, the current situation requires a high degree of 

communication among us. Our sherpas, who will be meeting soon, are to 

explore the possibilities for rapid, tangible progress in these areas. 

Lastly, I should like to reiterate the proposal I made in Birmingham 

to convene at the right time the heads of state and government of IMF Interim 

Council members and alternates in order to consolidate the world .financial 

system so as to ensure sustainable growth for the benefit of all. France would 

be honored to host such a meeting when the time comes. 

[complimentary close] 

Yours sincerely, 

signed: Jacques Chirac 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 24 septembre 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

J' ai pris connaissance avec beaucoup d' interet des recentes 
declarations en vue de renforcer la stabilite du systeme financier international. 
Pour la France, c'est une priorite et le G7 doit prendre l'initiative. 

Nos pays, par leur taille et leur puissance economique, ont une 
responsabilite particuliere dans la stabilite et la prosperite. de l 'economie 
mondiale. Comme je l'avais souligne a Birmingham, il est essentiel de redonner 
au G7 son role originel d'impulsion. 

Le monde connait aujourd'hui une situation incertaine et agitee. De 
nombreux pays sont confrontes a des difficultes economiques importantes qui 
menacent leur croissance. Dans certaines parties du monde, des pressions 
deflationnistes voient le jour. Nos Ministres des Finances l'admettent tous : la 
nature des risques de l' economie mondiale s' est desormais modifiee. Nous 
devons etre vigilants et je pense que notre implication personnelle est 
indispensable. 

Tout d'abord, il nous faut assumer nos responsabilites de principales 
economies du monde, en mettant en oeuvre des politiques economiques 
appropriees en faveur d'une croissance saine et de l'emploi, et encourager nos 
partenaires qui connaissent des difficultes a entreprendre les reformes 
necessaires. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William Jefferson CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
WASHINGTON 



Mais nous devons aller plus loin. Nous avons tous profite de 
I; ouverture de nos frontieres. II est urgent a present de consolider le systeme 
financier international, pour qu'il fonctionne mieux et au benefice de tous. Nous 
devons l' asseoir sur des fondations solides. Nous devons aussi conforter sa 
legitimite politique, pour prevenir toute desaffection des Etats ou des opinions 
publiques vis-a-vis du systeme ouvert qui a favorise notre croissance et celle de 
l' ensemble de l 'economie mondiale. 

A Birmingham, j 'ai fait des propositions pour renforcer la stabilite 
financiere internationale. Je voudrais vous en rappeler les lignes principales : 

- 1 - Nous devons d'abord renforcer la coordination economique entre 
nous. L'Europe s'y emploie, dans la perspective de l'introduction de l'Euro. Le 
Ministre fran~ais des Finances a d'ailleurs saisi nos partenaires europeens en 
vue d'une action en commun. Mais nous devons aussi developper notre 
cooperation dans le cadre du G7, pour qu'une concertation plus etroite 
s'instaure, notamment en reponse aux situations de crise. 

- 2 - Nous devons batir un « nouveau Bretton Woods». Le Fonds 
Monetaire International et la Banque Mondiale ont bien servi les interets 
mondiaux pendant cinq decennies. Depuis le debut de la crise, ils sont en 
premiere ligne, pour prevenir les derapages et contribuer a l'ajustement. II s'agit 
aujourd'hui de les adapter a la nouvelle donne mondiale. 

Le F .M.I. doit demeurer le centre du dispositif. Son role dans la 
prevention et le traitement des crises est essentiel. II faut lui donner de maniere 
urgente les ressources supplementaires dont ii a besoin, c' est a dire mettre en 
oeuvre sans delai la decision prise a Hong Kong d'augmenter les quotes-parts. 
Ne pas le faire serait mettre en danger le systeme international. 

La Banque Mondiale, pour sa part, doit jouer tout son role, en contact 
etroit avec le Fonds, en particulier dans les pays en difficulte, pour aider a la 
mise en oeuvre de strategies de developpement coherentes, actives dans la lutte 
contre la pauvrete et prenant mieux en compte les consequences sociales des 
crises lorsqu' ell es surviennent. 

Un « nouveau Bretton Woods», c'est aussi disposer d'un systeme 
plus legitime. Nous devons associer plus etroitement les pays en transition, les 
pays emergents et les pays en developpement a nos travaux. La crise financiere 
actuelle montre que nous avons besoin aujourd'hui d'un dialogue approfondi 
entre tous, ainsi que d'un mecanisme de prise de decision qui donne aux 
marches des signaux politiques forts et manifeste l' adhesion universe lie a un 
systeme ouvert et sans exclusive. La transformation du Comite interimaire du 
F .M.I. en organe decisionnel de niveau ministeriel, comme ses statuts en 
ouvrent la possibilite, repondrait a cet objectif. 



- 3 - Nous devons renforcer la solidite et la transparence du systeme 
financier mondial. 11 faut pour cela developper et mieux coordonner les 
systemes prudentiels et les etendre a l' ensemble des institutions financieres, 
qu' ell es soient ou non bancaires. 11 faut aussi accroitre l' information et sa 
diffusion afin d'assurer plus de transparence. 11 faut enfin que les centres 
financiers off shore respectent les regles intemationales. Nous avons oeuvre 
pour la mise en place de « codes de bonne conduite » dans ces domaines. Mais 
nous avons besoin d'etre plus audacieux. Nos Ministres des Finances, en liaison 
avec les institutions appropriees, notamment nos banques centrales, doivent 
all er de l' avant. 

- 4 - Nous devons ensuite nous assurer que la liberalisation 
intemationale des mouvements de capitaux soit conduite de maniere ordonnee. 
Elle necessite en premier lieu une supervision efficace des systemes financiers 
nationaux. Nous devons aussi, les secousses auxquelles il a fallu faire face ces 
demiers mois le demontrent amplement, mieux associer le secteur prive a la 
resolution des difficultes, dans le cadre de solutions d'ensemble negociees. 

- 5 - Entin, nous devons assurer un flux eleve d'aide publique au 
developpement, pour limiter l' impact de la volatilite des capitaux prives et pour 
contrer les effets d'exclusion qui resulteraient des difficultes que rencontrent les 
pays les plus pauvres a reunir les conditions necessaires au developpement de 
l' investissement prive. 

Plus que jamais, la situation actuelle necessite une excellente 
information entre nous. Nos sherpas, qui se reuniront bientot, devraient faire le 
point sur les possibilites de progres rapides et concrets dans ces domaines. 

Je souhaite enfin reiterer la proposition que j'avais faite a 
Birmingham de reunir le moment venu les Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvemement des 
pays membres titulaires et suppleants du comite interimaire du F.M.I., pour 
consolider le systeme financier mondial, afin d'assurer une croissance durable 
au benefice de tous. La France serait honoree d' accueillir une telle reunion le 
moment venu. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

Jacques CIDRAC 



Washington, October 5, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith the original of a message that was sent to you 

on September 24, 1998 to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, 

President of the French Republic who asked me to forward it to him. 

1 would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

With regards, 

Franr;ois Bujon de l'Estang 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 24 septembre 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

J' ai pris connaissance avec beaucoup d' interet des recentes 
declarations en vue de renforcer la stabilite du systeme financier international. 
Pour la France, c'est une priorite et le G7 doit prendre !'initiative. 

Nos pays, par leur taille et leur puissance economique, ont une 
responsabilite particuliere dans la stabilite et la prosperite de l' economie 
mondiale. Comme je l'avais souligne a Birmingham, il est essentiel de redonner 
au G7 son role originel d'impulsion. 

Le monde connait aujourd'hui une situation incertaine et agitee. De 
nombreux pays sont confrontes a des difficultes economiques importantes qui 
menacent leur croissance. Dans certaines parties du monde, des pressions 
deflationnistes voient le jour. Nos Ministres des Finances l'admettent tous : la 
nature des risques de l'economie mondiale s'est desormais modifiee. Nous 
devons etre vigilants et je pense que notre implication personnelle est 
indispensable. 

Tout d'abord, il nous faut assumer nos responsabilites de principales 
economies du monde, en mettant en oeuvre des politiques economiques 
appropriees en faveur d 'une croissance saine et de l' emploi, et encourager nos 
partenaires qui connaissent des difficultes a entreprendre les reformes 
necessaires. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William Jefferson CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique 
WASHINGTON 
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Mais nous devons aller plus loin. Nous avons tous profite de 
l' ouverture de nos frontieres. 11 est urgent a present de consolider le systeme 
financier international, pour qu'il fonctionne mieux et au benefice de tous. Nous 
devons l' asseoir sur des fondations solides. Nous devons aussi conforter sa 
legitimite politique, pour prevenir toute desaffection des Etats ou des opinions 
publiques vis-a-vis du systeme ouvert qui a favorise notre croissance et celle de 
l' ensemble de l' economie mondiale. 

A Birmingham, j 'ai fait des propositions pour renforcer la stabilite 
financiere internationale. Je voudrais vous en rappeler les lignes principales: 

- I - Nous devons d'abord renforcer la coordination economique entre 
nous. L'Europe s'y emploie, dans la perspective de l'introduction de l'Euro. Le 
Ministre fran9ais des Finances a d'ailleurs saisi nos partenaires europeens en 
vue d'une action en commun. Mais nous devons aussi developper notre 
cooperation dans le cadre du G7, pour qu'une concertation plus etroite 
s' instaure, notamment en reponse aux situations de crise. 

- 2 - Nous devons batir un « nouveau Bretton Woods». Le Fonds 
Monetaire International et la Banque Mondiale ont bien servi les interets 
mondiaux pendant cinq decennies. Depuis le debut de la crise, ils sont en 
premiere ligne, pour prevenir les derapages et contribuer a l' ajustement. 11 s' agit 
aujourd'hui de les adapter a la nouvelle donne mondiale. 

Le F .M.I. doit demeurer le centre du dispositif. Son role dans la 
prevention et le traitement des crises est essentiel. 11 faut lui donner de maniere 
urgente les ressources supplementaires dont il a besoin, c' est a dire mettre en 
oeuvre sans delai la decision prise a Hong Kong d'augmenter les quotes-parts. 
Ne pas le faire serait mettre en danger le systeme international. 

La Banque Mondiale, pour sa part, doit jouer tout son role, en contact 
etroit avec le Fonds, en particulier dans les pays en difficulte, pour aider a la 
mise en oeuvre de strategies de developpement coherentes, actives dans la lutte 
contre la pauvrete et prenant mieux en compte les consequences sociales des 
crises lorsqu'elles surviennent. 

Un « nouveau Bretton Woods», c'est aussi disposer d'un systeme 
plus legitime. Nous devons associer plus etroitement les pays en transition, les 
pays emergents et les pays en developpement a nos travaux. La crise financiere 
actuelle montre que nous avons besoin aujourd'hui d'un dialogue approfondi 
entre tous, ainsi que d'un mecanisme de prise de decision qui donne aux 
marches des signaux politiques forts et manifeste l' adhesion universelle a un 
systeme ouvert et sans exclusive. La transformation du Comite interimaire du 
F .M.I. en organe decisionnel de niveau ministeriel, comme ses statuts en 
ouvrent la possibilite, repondrait a cet objectif. 



- 3 - Nous devons renforcer la solidite et la transparence du systeme 
financier mondial. II faut pour cela developper et mieux coordonner les 
systemes prudentiels et les etendre a l' ensemble des institutions financieres, 
qu'elles soient ou non bancaires. II faut aussi accroitre !'information et sa 
diffusion afin d'assurer plus de transparence. II faut enfin que les centres 
financiers off shore respectent les regles intemationales. Nous avons oeuvre 
pour la mise en place de« codes de bonne conduite » dans ces domaines. Mais 
nous avons besoin d'etre plus audacieux. Nos Ministres des Finances, en liaison 
avec les institutions appropriees, notamment nos banques centrales, doivent 
all er de l' avant. 

- 4 - Nous devons ensuite nous assurer que la liberalisation 
intemationale des mouvements de capitaux soit conduite de maniere ordonnee. 
Elle necessite en premier lieu une supervision e:fficace des systemes financiers 
nationaux. Nous devons aussi, les secousses auxquelles il a fallu faire face ces 
derniers mois le demontrent amplement, mieux associer le secteur prive a la 
resolution des difficultes, dans le cadre de solutions d' ensemble negociees. 

- 5 - Enfin, nous devons assurer un flux eleve d'aide publique au 
developpement, pour limiter l'impact de la volatilite des capitaux prives et pour 
contrer les effets d' exclusion qui resulteraient des difficultes que rencontrent les 
pays les plus pauvres a reunir les conditions necessaires au developpement de 
l' investissement prive. 

Plus que jamais, la situation actuelle necessite une excellente 
information entre nous. Nos sherpas, qui se reuniront bientot, devraient faire le 
point sur les possibilites de progres rapides et concrets dans ces domaines. 

J e souhaite enfin reiterer la proposition que j 'avais faite a 
Birmingham de reunir le moment venu les Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvemement des 
pays membres titulaires et suppleants du comite interimaire du F .M.1., pour 
consolider le systeme financier mondial, afin d'assurer une croissance durable 
au benefice de tous. La France serait honoree d'accueillir une telle reunion le 
moment venu. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

Jacques CHIRAC 
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U.S. Department of State 
Office of Language Services 

Translating Division 

The President of the Republic 

LS No. 1190119 
HKE/JF 
French 

Paris, October 24, 1998 

Mr. President [handwritten: dear Bill]: 

After yesterday's signing at the White House of the new agreement between Israel and 

the Palestinians, I wanted to pay a special tribute to your personal commitment and the tenacity 

of the U.S. Government, which made it possible, after nine days of particularly intense 

negotiations, to give new impetus to the Middle East peace process. 

Your determination to make hope prevail over resignation has reopened the dialogue for 

a just and lasting peace. All those who remain determined to salvage peace in this region of the 

world are gratified by the signing of the Washington Memorandum. 

France wanted to hail this U.S. diplomatic success immediately, and hopes that it will be 

the foundation for a restored climate of trust and renewed impetus. Together with its European 

partners, France will give its full support to the dynamics required for the peace process. 

His Excellency 
William J. Clinton, 

President of the United States of America. 



- 2 -

Mr. Yasir Arafat, President of the Palestinian Authority, will be at the meeting of Heads 

of State and Government of the European Union this afternoon in Portschach, Austria, and I will 

take this opportunity to reiterate to him my support for your action. 

Accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my very high consideration. 

[Handwritten: Bravo! A superb victory! Cordial regards,] 

[Signature] 

Jacques Chirac 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 9819479 

Paris, le 24 octobre 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

Apres la signature, hier soir a la Maison Blanche, du nouvel accord israelo­
palestinien, je tiens a rendre un hommage appuye a votre engagement personnel 
et a l'opiniatrete de !'administration americaine qui ont permis, apres neuf jours 
de negociations particulierement intenses, de relancer le processus de paix au 
Proche-Orient. 

Votre determination a faire prevaloir l' espoir sur la resignation a renoue le 
dialogue en faveur d'une paixjuste et durable. Tous ceux qui restent determines a" 
sauver la paix dans cette region du monde se felicitent de la signature du 
memorandum de Washington. 

La France, qui a tenu a saluer sans attendre ce succes diplomatique des 
Etats-Unis, souhaite qu'il soit le fondement d'un climat de confiance restaure et 
d' un nouvel elan. A vec ses partenaires europeens, elle apportera tout son appui a 
la dynamique necessaire du processus de paix. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 



2 

A !' occasion de la rencontre des chefs d'Etat et de gouvemement de 
l'Union europeenne, cet apres-midi a Portschach en Autriche, ou se rendra M. 
Y ass er ARAFAT, j e redirai au President de l' Autorite palestinienne mon soutien 
a votre action. 

Je vous prie d' agreer, Monsieur le President, !' expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

I ~.~u..o. 

_.s.. U-t ( .._ v-! c_ \ ..-1 .-<--- ! a..-t 
cB-! I ..,,_~ c.o-0 .. ~ ._:. , 

cques CHIRAC 
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LE PRESIDE:--.T OE L-\ REPCB LIQL'. E 

Paris, le 24 octobre 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

Apres la signature, hier soir a la Maison Blanche, du nouvel accord israelo­
palestinien, je tiens a rendre un hommage appuye a votre engagement personnel 
et a l'opiniatrete de l'administration americaine qui ont permis, apres neuf jours 
de negociations particulierement intenses, de relancer le processus de paix au 
Proche-Orient. 

Votre determination a faire prevaloir l' espoir sur la resignation a renoue le 
dialogue en faveur d'une paixjuste et durable. Tous ceux qui restent determines a 
sauver la paix dans cette region du monde se felicitent de la signature du 
memorandum de Washington. 

La France, qui a tenu a saluer sans attendre ce succes diplomatique des 
Etats-Unis, souhaite qu'il soit le fondement d'un climat de confiance restaure et 
d' un nouvel elan. A vec ses partenaires europeens, elle apportera tout son appui a 
la dynamique necessaire du processus de paix. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
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A !'occasion de la rencontre des chefs d'Etat et de gouvernement de 
l'Union europeenne, cet apres-midi a Portschach en Autriche, ou se rendra M. 
Yasser ARAFAT, je redirai au President de l'Autorite palestinienne mon soutien 
a votre action. 

Je vous prie d' agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

I .:C:--::-,-~u.o . ~u.t (Q_ \Mc ~~re- ( 

dS-! '1 ~~ c..cJl "- '"1 "- u--;- ) 6-' 
cques CHIRAC 



Washington, November 4, 1998 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on October 24, 1998, 

together with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

NOV 614=24 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

• 
Fram;ois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 24 octobre 1998 

Monsieur le President, 

Apres la signature, hier soir a la Maison Blanche, du nouvel accord israelo­
palestinien, je tiens a rendre un hommage appuye a votre engagement personnel 
et a l' opiniatrete de I' administration americaine qui ont permis, apres neuf j ours 
de negociations particulierement intenses, de relancer le processus de paix au 
Proche-Orient. 

Votre determination a faire prevaloir I' espoir sur la resignation a renoue le 
dialogue en faveur d'une paixjuste et durable . Tous ceux qui restent determines a 
sauver la paix dans cette region du monde se felicitent de la signature du 
memorandum de Washington. 

La France, qui a tenu a saluer sans attendre ce succes diplomatique des 
Etats-Unis, souhaite qu'il soit le fondement d'un climat de confiance restaure et 
d'un nouvel elan. Avec ses partenaires europeens, elle apportera tout son appui a 
la dynamique necessaire du processus de paix. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
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A l' occasion de la rencontre des chefs d'Etat et de gouvemement de 
l'Union europeenne, cet apres-midi a Portschach en Autriche, ou se rendra M. 
Y ass er ARAFAT, j e redirai au President de l 'Autorite palestinienne mon soutien 
a votre action. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

I ~r~u.o. __s..~t (~ \Mc\,,...,,__ ! ~ 
~ '1 ..,,__~ c.,Jl .. "1 .. ._._,;- ) 

cques CHIRAC 
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Washington, February 18, 1999 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr. Jacques Chirac, to President William J Clinton, that I was asked 

to forward to you, as well as an unofficial translation. 

The original letter will be transmitted to you as soon as possible. 

FEB 1918:09 

The Honorable 
Samuel Berger 

With high regards, I am 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel: 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

... 

Yours sincerely, 

P.o 

Fram;ois Bujon de l'Estang 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: KENNEY, K 

STATE SECRETARIAT 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT 

SOURCE: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

DATE: 18 FEB 99 

SUBJ: SUPPORT FOR NEW REGIME IN JORDAN 

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR INFORMATION 

DUEDATE: 

COMMENT: 

JOHN W. FICKLIN 

ID 9901194 

DATE: 19 FEB 99 

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE 





Case Number: 2015-0809-M 

MR 
MARKER 

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential 
Library Staff. 

Original OA/ID Number: 
2714 

Document ID: 
9901423 

Row: Section: Shelf: Position: Stack: 
46 3 11 3 V 



eoNFIBEN'PIAI. 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

TO: PRESIDENT 

FROM: CHIRAC, JACQUES 

RECORD ID: 9901423 
RECEIVED: 01 MAR 99 19 

DOC DATE: 22 FEB 99 
SOURCE REF: 

KEYWORDS: FRANCE HS 

PERSONS: 

SUBJECT: THANK YOU LTR RE RECENT VISIT TO WASH 

ACTION: ORIGINALS RETURNED TO NSC/RMO 

STAFF OFFICER: NONE 

FILES: PA NSCP: 

DUE DATE: 12 MAR 99 STATUS: C 

LOGREF: 

CODES: 

D O C U M E N T D I S T R I B U T I O N 

FOR ACTION 

COMMENTS: 

FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 
BERGER 
BLINKEN 
BUTLER 
DAVIES 
KERRICK 
NSC CHRON 
SAPIRO 
STATE 
STEINBERG 

DISPATCHED BY __________ DATE _____ BY HAND W/ATTCH 

OPENED BY: NSTSM CLOSED BY: NSTSM 

GmlFIDiNTIA;L 

DOC 1 OF 1 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526 

White House Guidelines, May 16, 2017 
By~ NARA, Date.,UJ.iao~c 

~b15- 01?()q-,-, 



~ ACTION OFFICER 

001 
001 

CONPIDEN'fIAi. RECORD ID: 9901423 
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

~ ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

X 99030119 FOR RECORD PURPOSES 
X 99032514 ORIGINALS RETURNED TO NSC/RMO 

DISPATCH DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

~ PATE 

001 990222 

DISPATCH FOR ACTION DISPATCH FOR INFO 

STATE 

't!ONFIDEN'fIAf. 



Washington, March 4, 1999 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith the original of a message that was sent on 

February 23 to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the 

French Republic. 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

With regards, 

Fran<;ois Bujon de l'Estang 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 22 fevrier 1999 

Monsieur le President, 

De retour a Paris, au terme d'une visite aux Etats-Unis dont je conserve le 
meilleur souvenir, je souhaite vous exprimer ma tres sincere gratitude pour la qualite 
et la cordialite de votre accueil. 

Nos entretiens ont ete pour moi du plus grand interet. J'en retire une fois de 
plus la conviction que les echanges approfondis entre les Etats-Unis et la France 
enrichissent tres utilement leurs analyses respectives et sont souvent l' occasion de 
degager de larges convergences de vues. Cela a ete le cas, en particulier, du 
Kosovo. 

J' ai ete sensible a l' ouverture de votre approche, qu' il s' agisse de 
l' architecture europeenne de defense, de la reforme du systeme financier mondial et 
de l' allegement de la dette des pays les plus pauvres, ainsi que de la delicate 
question de l' echeance du 4 mai 1999 au Proche-Orient. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 
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Je me rejouis a la perspective de vous revoir a Washington, a !'occasion du 
sommet de l'OTAN, mais plus encore d'etre votre hote a Paris, mi-juin, si possible 
avant la reunion du G7 a Cologne. Nous aurons ainsi l' opportunite de poursuivre 
plus avant notre dialogue sur ces sujets sensibles. 

Pourriez-vous renouveler a Hillary, que j 'ai ete particulierement heureux de 
saluer a la Maison Blanche, mes hommages tres fidelement amicaux. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

Jacques CHIRAC 

\a,, ► -
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Mr. President, [in writing] Dear Bill, 

Back in Paris, I retain an excellent memory of my visit to the United 
States and I would like to say how much I appreciated your warm and friendly 
welcome. 

Our meetings for me were of the utmost interest. Once again, I 
came away from them convinced that the intensive exchanges between the 
United States and France are very valuable for their respective analyses and 
frequently reveal a broad convergence of views. This was the case with Kosovo 
in particular. 

I appreciated the openness of your approach, whether in regard to 
European security architecture, the reform of the international financial system 
and debt relief for the poorest countries, or the sensitive date of May 4, 1999 in 
the Middle East. 

I look forward to seeing you again in Washington at the NATO 
summit and even more of being your host in Paris, mid-June if possible, before 
the G7 meeting in Cologne. This would give us the opportunity to continue our 
dialogue on these sensitive issues. 

W ou/d you remember me to Hillary whom I was especially pleased 
to see again at the White House. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest 
consideration. 

[in writing] Best regards, 

signed: Jacques Chirac 

[in writing] A pat to Buddy. I was delighted to meet him. 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Mr. President, {in writing] Dear Bill, 

Back in Paris, I retain an excellent memory of my visit to the United 
States and I would like to say how much I appreciated your warm and friendly 
welcome. 

Our meetings for me were of the utmost interest. Once again, I 
came away from them convinced that the intensive exchanges between the 
United States and France are very valuable for their respective analyses and 
frequently reveal a broad convergence of views. This was the case with Kosovo 
in particular. 

I appreciated the openness of your approach, whether in regard to 
European security architecture, the reform of the international financial system 
and debt relief for the poorest countries, or the sensitive date of May 4, 1999 in 
the Middle East. 

I look forward to seeing you again in Washington at the NATO 
summit and even more of being your host in Paris, mid-June if possible, before 
the G7 meeting in Cologne. This would give us the opportunity to continue our 
dialogue on these sensitive issues. 

Would you remember me to Hillary whom I was especially pleased 
to see again at the White House. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest 
consideration. 

{in writing] Best regards, 

signed: Jacques Chirac 

{in writing] A pat to Buddy. I was delighted to meet him. 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 22 fevrier 1999 

Monsieur le President, 

De retour a Paris, au terme d'une visite aux Etats-Unis dont je conserve le 
meilleur souvenir, je souhaite vous exprim.er ma tres sincere gratitude pour la qualite 
et la cordialite de votre accueil. 

Nos entretiens ont ete pour moi du plus grand interet. J'en retire une fois de 
plus la conviction que les echanges approfondis entre les Etats-Unis et la France 
enrichissent tres utilement leurs analyses respectives et sont souvent l' occasion de 
degager de larges convergences de vues. Cela a ete le cas, en particulier, du 
Kosovo. 

J'ai ete sensible a l'ouverture de votre approche, qu'il s'agisse de 
1' architecture europeenne de defense, de la reforme du systeme financier mondial et 
de I' allegement de la dette des pays les plus pauvres, ainsi que de la delicate 
question de l' echeance du 4 mai 1999 au Proche-Orient. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President dea Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
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Je me rejouis a la perspective de vous revoir a Washington, a !'occasion du 
sommet de l'OTAN, mais plus encore d'etre votre hote a Paris, mi-ju.in, si possible 
avant la reunion du G7 a Cologne. Nous aurons ainsi l'opportunite de poursuivre 
plus avant notre dialogue sur ces sujets sensibles. 

Pourriez-vous renouveler a Hillary, que fai etc particulierement heureux de 
saluer a la Maison Blanche, mes hommages tres fidelement am.icaux. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, l'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

Jacques CHIRAC 

..6-------
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Washington, February 23, 1999 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a message to President Clinton from Mr. 

Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic who asked me to forward it 

to him. 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Fram;ois Bujon de l'Estang 
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990387 8 
Washington, March 1st, 1999 

l5JY 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on February 18, 1999, 

together with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

=-;:- .,; ~-, : ~' : 
..J l .J .. '. -

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

Franr;ois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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Washington, March 1st, 1999 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith a letter from the President of the French 

Republic, Mr Jacques Chirac to President William J. Clinton, that I was 

asked to forward to you. 

The text of the letter was sent to you on February 18, 1999, 

together with an unofficial translation. 

With high regards, I am 

HAR 319=08 

The Honorable Samuel Berger 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456 9480 

Copy : - French Desk 
The Department Of State 
Tel. 647-2633 R. 5226 

Yours sincerely, 

Franr;ois Bujon de l 'Estang 
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Dear Mr. Berger, 

Washington, April 26, 1999 

Please find herewith a message to President Clinton from 

Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic who asked me to 

forward it to him. 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

With regards, 

Fran9ois Bujon de l'Estang 



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

His Excellency 

Dear Mr. President, [handwritten} Dear Bill, 

Now that I have returned to Paris, I want to extend to you my most 

sincere congratulations on the organization and outcome of the NATO Summit 

that just ended in Washington. 

The Summit permitted the Allies to demonstrate their total 

solidarity at a time when they needed it most in order to pursue and win their 

fight against a regime on European soil that brings shame to our Western 

democracies. 

The transatlantic partnership has emerged from this meeting, which 

has given new momentum to our Alliance on the eve of a new century, with 

renewed strength. 

The stakes of this summit were high. Its organization, given the 

current context, was delicate. You met these two challenges with great success. 

I also want to ask you to pay my respects and convey my affections 

to Hillary, along with my thanks for the magnificent dinner on Saturday, April 

24, where I had the great pleasure of seeing her again. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest regards 

[handwritten] and my most cordial greetings. 

Jacques Chirac 

Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 





LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBI.IQUE 

Paris, le 26 AVRIL 1999 

Monsieur le President, 

Des mon retour a Paris je tiens a voos adresser mes vives felicitations 
pour !'organisation et les resultats du Sommet de l'OTAN qui vient de s'achever 
a Washington. 

Le Som.met a permis de manifester une totale solidarite des Allies au 
moment ou ils en avaient le plus besoin pour poursuivre et gagner leur combat 
contre . un regime qui, sur le sol europeen, fait honte a nos democraties 
occidentales. 

Le partenariat transatlantique sort renforce de cette rencontre qui a donne 
un nouvel elan a notre Alliance a la veille du prochain siecle. 

L'enjeu de ce Sommet etait important. Son organisation, dans le contexte 
actuel,-etai.t delicate. Yous avez releve ces deux defis avec un grand succes. 

Je vous prie egalement de transmettre mes homrnages affectueux a Hillary 
ainsi que mes remerciements pour le magnifique diner du samedi 24 avril ou j'ai 
eu grand plaisir a la retrouver. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration.~ d.Q.. .J. , .o--- J:s-.! ~ c , , d.,• J ~ .c4, ,, • ~ ~ 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CUNTON 
President des Etats-Unis d 'Amerique 

0-t 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 26 AVRIL 1999 

Monsieur le President, l._o'1 c,lu R :u , 
Des mon retour a Paris je tiens a vous adresser mes vives felicitations 

pour !'organisation et les resultats du Sommet de l'OT AN qui vient de s'achever 
a Washington. 

Le Sommet a permis de manifester une totale solidarite des Allies au 
moment ou ils en avaient le plus besoin pour poursuivre et gagner leur combat 
contre . un regime qui, sur le sol europeen, fait honte a nos democraties 
occidentales. 

Le partenariat transatlantique sort renforce de cette rencontre qui a donne 
un nouvel elan a notre Alliance a la veille du prochain siecle. 

L'enjeu de ce Sommet etait important. Son organisation, dans le contexte 
actuel, etait delicate. Yous avez releve ces deux defis avec un grand succes. 

J e vous prie egalement de transmettre mes hommages affectueux a Hillary 
ainsi que mes remerciements pour le magnifique diner du samedi 24 avril ou j'ai 
eu grand plaisir a la retrouver. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration.-e..r d.~ .). -0--- Jr..: ~ c lbn d ,· ..c:J ~ O.i ,,, ,,, • ~ "-, 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CUNTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
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Washington, May 13, 1999 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith the original of a message that was sent on 

April 26 to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac,_ President of the 

French Republic. 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

With regards, 

Franr;ois Bujon de l'Estang 



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

His Excellency 

Dear Mr. President, [handwritten] Dear Bill, 

Now that I have returned to Paris, I want to extend to you my most 

sincere congratulations on the organization and outcome of the NATO Summit 

that just ended in Washington. 

The Summit permitted the Allies to demonstrate their total 

solidarity at a time when they needed it most in order to pursue and win their 

fight against a regime on European soil that bring~ shame to our Western 

democracies. 

The transatlantic partnership has emerged from this meeting, which 

has given new momentum to our Alliance on the eve of a new century, with 

renewed strength. 

The stakes of this summit were high. Its organization, given the 

current context, was delicate. You met these two challenges with great success. 

I also want to ask you to pay my respects and convey my affections 

to Hillary, along with my thanks for the magnificent dinner on Saturday, April 

24, where I had the great pleasure of seeing her again. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest regards 

[handwritten] and my most cordial greetings. 

Jacques Chirac 

Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
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Dear Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

Thank you for your letter of March 23 about the preparations for 

the Washington summit. I hope that the meeting gives new impetus to our 

Alliance on the eve of the next century. 

The commemorations will be somewhat overshadowed by the 

tragedy of Kosovo, but the crisis also affords an opportunity for the allies to 

show their unity and solidarity in this trial. I am sure that our meetings on 

Friday will produce profitable exchanges among us and will confirm O?fr 

common determination to overcome the totalitarian and racist policy of the · 

Serb leaders. 

In the case of our vision of the Alliance for the future, I gather that 

agreement is emerging on most issues. 

I would nevertheless like to draw your attention to two points in 

particular which I consider important and which we have already discussed 

together. 

The first concerns the Security Council's role. As you know, this 

question for us is not about limiting NATO's importance or action but 

respecting the fundamental principles of international law which the allied 

nations defined together after World War II and without which there can be no 

international order. France will not be able to accept a situation in which 

Alliance operations avoid compliance with the provisions of the United Nations 

Charter. Similarly, it fails to understand why NATO should not be offering to 

act under the authority of the Security Council in carrying out its new missions. 

These principles are beyond dispute and nevertheless permit the Alliance 

actively to carry out its new missions for handling the crisis in the Euro­

Atlantic area as we see today in Kosovo. 

. . ./ .. . 



-2/2-

We also think that it is in our common interest for a place to be 

reserved in the Washington summit declaration for the developments that have 

taken place in the area of European security and defense. These are an 

important achievement, important for the construction of a strong, responsible 

Europe which has to be capable of playing its full role on the international 

scene; important also for NATO as Europe's enhanced operational capabilities 

make a vital contribution to transatlantic security and cohesion. These , 
developments, which not only benefit the European Union but also the Atlantic 

Alliance, deserve to be noted at the Washington summit. We discussed this at 

our last meeting, and I remember the convergence of our views on this point. 

We are even more committed to this as there is daily evidence of the 

mobilization of the Europeans on the ground for resolving the crisis in Kosovo. 

While the Washington summit more than ever must be a show of solidarity, it 

would be particularly prejudicial for this question to be a reason for division 

among the Allies. 

I very much hope that an agreement on these two essential issues 

makes an active contribution to the revamping of an alliance that is strong and 

dynamic which I earnestly desire. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest 

consideration. 

[Written by hand] Best regards, 

signed: Jacques Chirac 



Washington, May 6, 1999 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith the original of a message that was sent on 

April 20 to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the 

French Republic. 

1 would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

With regards, 

Franr;ois Bujon de l'Estang 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 20 avril 1999 

Monsieur le President, 

Je vous remercie de votre lettre du 23 mars dernier concernant la 
preparation du Sommet de Washington. Je souhaite que cette rencontre donne un 
nouvel elan a notre Alliance a la veille du prochain siecle. 

Les commemorations seront un peu ternies par le drame du Kosovo, mais 
cette crise est aussi une occasion de montrer que les Allies sont unis et solidaires 
dans l'epreuve. Je suis certain que nos reunions du vendredi seront !'occasion 
d'echanges fructueux entre nous et confirmeront notre determination commune a 
triompher de la politique totalitaire et raciste des dirigeants serbes. 

S'agissant de notre vision de l'Alliance pour les annees a vemr, Je 
comprends qu'un accord se degage sur la plupart des sujets. 

Je souhaite neanmoins appeler votre attention sur deux points particuliers 
auxquels j'attache une grande importance et dont nous avons deja eu !'occasion 
de discuter ensemble. 

Le premier concerne le role du Conseil de Securite. Comme vous le savez, 
il ne s'agit pas pour nous de limiter !'importance ou !'action de l'OTAN, il s'agit 
de respecter les principes fondamentaux du droit international que les Nations 
alliees ont definis ensemble au sortir de la deuxieme guerre mondiale, et sans 
lesquels, il ne peut pas exister d'ordre international. La France ne pourra pas 
accepter que les operations de !'Alliance echappent au respect des dispositions 
de la Charte des Nations Unies. De meme ne comprend-elle pas que l'OTAN ne 
puisse pas offrir d'agir sous l'autorite du Conseil de Securite pour la conduite de 
ses nouvelles missions. Ces principes sont incontestables et permettent 
neanmoins a l 'Alliance de mener activement ses nouvelles missions de gestion 
de crise dans la zone euro-atlantique, comme on le constate aujourd'hui au 
Kosovo. 

Son Excellence 

Monsieur William]. CUNTOJP,hotocopy Mi SC. Handwriting 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 



Nous pensons egalement qu'il est de notre interet commun qu'une place 
soit reservee, dans la declaration du sommet de Washington, aux 
developpements survenus dans le domaine de la securite et de la defense 
europeenne. Ceux-ci constituent, en effet, un enjeu important; important pour la 
construction d'une Europe forte et responsable qui doit etre capable de jouer 
pleinement son role sur la scene intemationale; important aussi pour l'OTAN, le 
renforcement des capacites operationnelles europeennes etant une contribution 
essentielle a la securite et a la cohesion transatlantique. Cette evolution, qui 
beneficie a l'Union europeenne mais egalement a !'Alliance Atlantique, merite 
d'etre saluee au Sommet de Washington. Nous en avions discute lors de notre 
demiere rencontre et j'ai souvenir de la convergence de nos vues sur ce sujet. 
Nous y sommes d'autant plus attaches que se manifeste chaque jour, sur le 
terrain, la mobilisation des Europeens dans la resolution de la crise du Kosovo. 
Alors que le sommet de Washington doit, plus que jamais, etre celui de la 
solidarite, il serait particulierement dommageable que cette question puisse 
constituer un motif de division entre les Allies. 

Je souhaite vivement qu'un accord sur ces deux sujets .essentiels contribue 
activement a la renovation d'une Alliance forte et dynamique que j'appelle de 
mes vceux. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

Jacques CHIRAC 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 
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Dear Mr. President, Dear Bill, 

Thank you for your letter of March 23 about the preparations for 

the Washington summit. I hope that the meeting gives new impetus to our 

Alliance on the eve of the next century. 

The commemorations will be somewhat overshadowed by the 

tragedy of Kosovo, but the crisis also affords an opportunity for the allies to 

show their unity and solidarity in this trial. I am sure that our meetings on 

Friday will produce profitable exchanges among us and will confirm our 

common determination to overcome the totalitarian and racist policy of the 

Serb leaders. 

In the case of our vision of the Alliance for the future, I gather that 

agreement is emerging on most issues. 

I would nevertheless like to draw your attention to two points in 

particular which I consider important and which we have already discussed 

together. 

The first concerns the Security Council's role. As you know, this 

question for us is not about limiting NATO's importance or action but 

respecting the fundamental principles of intemational law which the allied 

nations ~fined together after World War II and without which there can be no 

intemational order. France will not be able to accept a situation in which 

:Alliance operations avoid compliance with the provisions of the United Nations 

Charter. Similarly, it fails to understand why NATO should not be offering to 

act under the authority of the Security Council in carrying out its new missions. 

These principles are beyond dispute and nevertheless permit the Alliance 

actively to carry out its new missions for handling the crisis in the Euro­

Atlantic area as we see today in Kosovo. 
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We also think that it is in our common interest for a place to be 

rese7ed in the Washington summit declaration for the developments that have 

taken place in the area of European security and defense. These are an 

important achievement, important for the construction of a strong, responsible 

Europe which has to be capable of playing its full role on the international 

scene; important also for NATO as Europe's enhanced operational capabilities 

make a vital contribution to transatlantic security and cohesion. These 
1 

developments, which not only benefit the European Union but also the Atlantic 

Alliance, deserve to be noted at the Washington summit. We discussed this at 

our last meeting, and I remember the convergence of our views on this point. 

We are even more committed to this as there is daily evidence of the 

mobilization of the Europeans on the ground for resolving the crisis in Kosovo. 

While the Washington summit more than ever must be a show of solidarity, it 

would be particularly prejudicial for this question to be a reason for division 

among the Allies . 

. I very much hope that an agreement on these two essential issues 

makes an active contribution to the revamping of an alliance that is strong and 

dynamic which I earnestly desire. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest 

consideration. 

[Written by hand] Best regards, 

signed: Jacques Chirac 
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Washington, May 6, 1999 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith the original of a message that was sent on 

April 20 to President Clinton from Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the 

. French Republic. 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

With regards, 

FrQnfois Bujon de l'Estang 
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Monsieur le President, 

Paris, le 20 avril 1999 

J e vous remercie de votre lettre du 23 mars dernier concernant la 
preparation du Sommet de Washington. Je souhaite que cette rencontre donne un 
nouvel elan a notre Alliance a la veille du prochain siecle. 

Les commemorations seront un peu ternies par le drame du Kosovo, mais 
cette crise est aussi une occasion de montrer que les Allies sont unis et solidaires 
dans l'epreuve. Je suis certain que nos reunions du vendredi seront !'occasion 
d'echanges fructueux entre nous et confirmeront notre determination commune a 
triompher de la politique totalitaire et raciste des dirigeants serbes. 

· S'agissant de notre vision de !'Alliance pour les annees a verur, Je 
comprends qu'un accord se degage sur la plupart des sujets. 

Je souhaite neanmoins appeler votre attention sur deux points particuliers 
auxquels j'attache une grande importance et dont nous avons deja eu !'occasion 
de discuter ensemble. 

Le premier concerne le role du Conseil de Securite. Comme vous le savez, 
il ne s'agit pas pour nous de limiter !'importance ou !'action de l'OTAN, il s'agit 
de respecter les principes fondamentaux du clroit international que les Nations 
alliees ont definis ensemble au sortir de la deuxieme guerre mondiale, et sans 
lesquels, il ne peut pas exister d'ordre international. La France ne pourra pas 
accepter que les operations de !'Alliance echappent au respect des dispositions 
de la Charte des Nations Unies. De meme ne comprend-elle pas que l'OTAN ne 
puisse pas offrir d'agir sous l'autorite du Conseil de Securite pour la conduite de 
ses nouveiles missions. Ces principes sont incontestables et permettent 
neanmoins a l'Alliance de mener activement ses nouvelles missions de gestion 
de crise dans la zone euro-atlantique, comme on le constate aujourd'hui au 
Kosovo. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CUNTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 



Nous pensons egalement qu'il est de notre interet commun qu'une place 
soit reservee, dans la declaration du sommet de Washington, aux 
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developpement~ survenus dans le domaine de la securite et de la defense 
europeenne. Ceux-ci constituent, ei:i effet, un enjeu important; important pour la 
construction d'une Europe forte et responsable qui doit etre capable de jouer 
pleinement son role sur la scene intemationale ; important aussi pour l'OT AN, le 
renforcement des capacites operationnelles europeennes etant une contribution 
essentielle a la securite et a la cohesion transatlantique. Cette evolution, qui 
beneficie a l'Union europeenne mais egalement a !'Alliance Atlantique, merite 
d'etre saluee au Sommet de Washington. Nous en avions discute lors de notre 
demiere rencontre et j'ai souvenir de la conver~ence de nos vues sur ce sujet. 
Nous y sommes d'autant plus attaches que se manifeste chaque jour, sur le 
terrain, la mobilisation des Europeens dans la resolution de la crise du Kosovo. 
Alors que le sommet de Washington doit, plus que jamais, etre celui de la 
solidarite, il serait particulierement dommageable que cette question puisse 
constituer un motif de division entre les Allies. 

Je souhaite vivement qu'un accord sur ces deux sujets essentiels contribue 
activement a la renovation d'une Alliance forte et dynamique que j'appelle de 
mes v~ux. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

Jacques CHIRAC 
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Dear Jacques: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 9, 1999 

I have been reflecting upon your thoughtful letter on National 
Missile Defense (NMD) and the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) 
Treaty. You have raised a number of important questions, not 
only for the United States and France, but the entire world. 

I remain committed to the ABM Treaty and agree that the 
principles of deterrence embodied in it should remain the basis 
for strategic stability well into the new millennium. I 
recognize the importance of assured deterr€nce to France, to 
Russia, and indeed to the United States. 

At the same time, there are new threats emerging to our common 
security. One of the most troubling is a new class of states 
who, despite our best efforts, are committed to developing long­
range ballistic missiles. I agree that our common defense 
against ballistic missile threats must begin with a strong 
deterrent; however, we simply cannot know for sure whether 
certain states can be deterred. North Korea, which is well on 
the way to developing an ICBM, for example, could lash out in 
time of crisis, in particular if the regime itself begins to 
fail. For this reason, I feel my government owes it to the 
American people to find out whether a limited missile defense is 
possible. 

I have made clear to Boris Yeltsin that we want to work together 
with Russia to meet these new threats and preserve the ABM 
Treaty. The changes to the Treaty we are discussing would 
permit deployment of a defense against an attack of a few tens 
of missiles. Such a defense would not undercut stability or the 
principles of the Treaty: Russia's deterrent, as well as that 
of France, would remain intact. We also want to work with 
Russia on even deeper reductions in n~clear weapons in 
START III. I hope Russia will choose the cooperative path we 
have offered on both ABM and START, which I believe is in our 
common interest. I hope you can help encourage them to do so. 
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I also want to work with you and our other allies to strengthen 
the global nonproliferation regime. We must have a successful 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty Review Conference next year; and 
we must press forward with the Missile Technology Control 
Regime, Chemical Weapons Convention, Fissile Material Cutoff 
Treaty, and the Biological Weapons Convention. 

Progress in establishing and strengthening these vital accords 
is particularly important in light of our Senate's recent vote 
on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). As I said after 
the vote, the U.S. is not abandoning the CTBT: the Senate has 
taken us on a detour, but America eventually returns to the main 
road, and we will do so again. I am confident the United States 
will eventually ratify this Treaty. I am grateful for your 
powerful letter to the New York Times (with Tony and Gerhard) 
articulating the reasons why the Treaty is in our common 
interest. In the meantime, I am committed to continuing the 
U.S. moratorium on nuclear testing and will take no action that 
would defeat the object and purpose of the Treaty. 

I will want to keep in close touch with you, Tony Blair, and 
other allies as I consider whether to proceed with deployment 
next summer. We must also remain engaged on what we can do to 
continue progress in our arms control and nonproliferation 
efforts. We should continue to speak directly on this issue, 
and tell our experts to do the same. 

His Excellency 
Jacques Chirac 

Sincerely, 

President of the French Republic 
Paris 
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SUBJECT: Response to President Chirac on NMD and ABM 

Purpose 

Respond to a letter from President Chirac on National Missile 
Defense (NMD) and the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty. 

Background 

President Chirac has written you on our NMD and ABM policy 
following John Holum's trip to Paris in mid-September, where 
John and an interagency team explained the August decisions we 
had taken with respect to NMD and the ABM Treaty. 

Chirac is critical of the direction we are heading, noting in 
particular that our plans are detrimental to international 
stability; will bring into question one of the cornerstones of 
the strategic balance (i.e., the ABM Treaty) in Europe and the 
world; could provide a pretext for proliferating states to avoid 
new constraints; and could trigger a new arms race. 

Your response notes we owe it to the American people to 
determine whether the technology of missile defense is feasible 
in light of new threats to our security, and makes clear we want 
to work with Russia cooperatively to preserve the ABM Treaty. 
You also note we are committed to continuing consultations with 
France, and to strengthening the global nonproliferation regime. 
You conclude by thanking Chirac for his support on CTBT. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Letter from President Chirac 
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Reason: 1. 5 (d) 
Declassify on: 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 

WJC HANDWRITING 



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Paris, September 27, 1999 

Mr. President, [handwritten] Dear Bill, 

I was very interested to learn of the Administration's plans for a national 
missile defense. I thank you for sending your adviser, Mr. Hoium, to Paris to go · 
over the details, and want our experts to remain in close touch on this matter. 

I would like to explain to you in all frankness why, looking beyond purely 
French interests, I believe these plans are detrimental to international stability as a 
whole and to certain objectives we have in common. 

First, by opening a breach in the ABM Treaty, these plans bring into 
question one of the cornerstones of the strategic balance in Europe and the world 
that has been preserved for more than 20 years. I am all the more concerned by 
this development as the architecture of the system presented to us may pave the 
way for the later deployment of even more ambitious systems involving weapons 
in the atmosphere and space. These prospects confirm my belief that once the 
principle of amending the ABM treaty's very object is admitted, it could become 
difficult to prevent more radical challenges to it. 

It would be wiser to strengthen our actions to further disarmament and 
prevent proliferation through pertinent international arrangements. In the long 
run, this is the only way to respond effectively and globally to the threat of 
weapons of mass destruction. Even now, one can see the dangers of losing 
momentum in the progress achieved in recent years on these matters. We cannot 
be sure that the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) will obtain the requisite 
number of ratifications to enter into force; negotiations on a Fissile Materials cut­
off Treaty (FMCT) have yet to get underway. The run-up to the NPT review 
conference will not make the debate any easier. Likewise, we should as a matter 
of urgency be increasing our efforts to negotiate and implement an effective 
verification protocol to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC). 

SEP2914=20 



Given this context, the announcement by the United States that it will 
deploy a new weapons system could provide a pretext for proliferating states 
which want to avoid new constraints. It will actually be more difficult to 
convince such countries, some of them in areas of great regional tensions, to 
accept new limitations when the principal world power considers it necessary to 
acquire new types of weapons. Politically, there is a definite risk of triggering a 
new arms race. 

Lastly, I should like to draw your attention to the consequences that the 
development of these weapons systems could have on the concept of nuclear 
deterrence. If it is considered necessary to acquire specific weapons to protect 
one's territory against ballistic missile strikes, then it is recognized that deterrence 
might not work or at least might be inadequate to face this type of threat. I am 
afraid that such a development might lead to a public debate which would 
undermine the security of those allies which, like France, consider deterrence 
sufficient for the protection of their vital interests against any threat, regardless of 
origin. Such a debate could only be prejudicial to Alliance cohesion. 

It seems to me preferable by far to continue the policy successfully pursued 
to date to counter the nuclear and ballistic proliferation of states like North 
Korea, Iraq and Iran. 

I am aware of the feelings in your country at the prospect of new threats, 
adding to those which are already lmown, which could strike American territory. 
Nevertheless, I wish to call your attention to the consequences that the U.S. 
national missile defense initiative could have elsewhere in the world by changing 
the balances achieved with such difficulty and by affecting the global process of 
disarmament, which is a necessary condition for peace and stability. Many 
regions in the world could be affected, beginning with Europe, where U.S. 
security interests are directly at stake. 

[ complimentary close] 

[handwritten] Best regards, 

Jacques Chirac 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUB.UQUE 

Paris, le 27 septembre 1999. 

Monsieur le President, 

J'ai pns connaissance avec une grande attention des, projets de 
l' Administration americaine concernant la Defense antimissiles du territoire 
americain. Je v~ms remercie d'avoir depeche a Paris, votr~ conseiller, M. Holum, 
pour nous en ·exposer les details et je souhaite que nos experts restent en contact 
etroit sur ce sujet. 

Je tiens a vous faire-part en toute franchise des raisons pour lesquelles, au­
dela des seuls interets fran~ais, ces projets me semblent porter prejudice a la 
stabilite internationale dans son ensemble et a certains objectifs que nous 
partageons. 

En premier lieu, en ouvrant une breche dans le Traite ABM, ces projets 
remenent en cause l'un des fondements de l'equilibre strategique en Europe et . 
dans le monde preserve depuis plus de vingt ans. Je suis d'autant plus preoccupe 
par cetce evolution que !'architecture du dispositif qui nous a ete presente peut 
ouvrir la voie au deploiement ulterieur de dispositifs plus ambitieux encore, 
comportant des armes dans les airs et dans l'espace. Ces perspectives me 
confirment dans l'idee qu'une fois admis le principe d'amendements au traite 
ABM, il pourrait devenir difficile d'eviter a te.rme sa remise en cause plus 
radicale. · 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 



11 serait plus sage de renforcer nos actions en faveur du desarmement et de 
la lutte contre la proliferation au travers de dispositifs intemationaux pertinents. 
Il s'agit, sur le long terme, du seul moyen de repondre efficacement et de 
maniere globale a la menace des annes de destruction massive. D'ores et deja 
l'on per~oit des risques d'essoufflement des progres realises ces dernieres annees 
sur ces sujets. Nous ne sommes pas assures que le traite d'interdiction complete 
des essais nucleaires (TICE) puisse recueillir le nombre de ratifications 
necessaires a son entree en vigueur ; la negociation d'un traite d'interdiction de la 
production de matieres fissiles a des fins explosives n'est toujours pas engagee. 
L'approche de la Conference d'examen du TNP ne rendra pas ce debat plus 
facile. De la meme rnaniere, ii serait urgent d'accroitre nos efforts pour mettre en 
cruvre un regime efficace de verification de !'interdiction des arrnes biologiques. 

Dans ce contexte, l'annonce par les Etats-Unis du deploiement d'un 
nouveau systeme d'armes risque de fournir un pretex.te aux Etats proliferants qui 
voudront echapper a de nouvelles contraintes. 11 sera en effet plus difficile de 
convaincre ces pays. qui sont pour certains a proximite de foyers de tensions 
regionaux. d'accepter de nouvelles limitations alors que la principale puissance 
mondiale estime necessaire de se doter de nouveaux types d'armes. 
Politiquement. il existe un veritable · risque de relance de la course aux 
armements. 

Enfin. je souhaiterais appeler votre attention sur les consequences que 
pourrait avoir le developpement de ces systemes d'armes sur le concept de 
dissuasion nucleaire. Si l'on estime en effet necessaire de se doter d'armes 
specifi.ques pour proteger son territoire contre les frappes balistiques, o~ 
reconnait ainsi que la dissuasion pourrait etre inoperante. ou a tout le mains 
insu:ffisante face a ce type de menace. Je crains que cette evolution ne conduise 
a un debat public portant atteinte a la securite de ceux des Allies qui. comme la 
France, estiment que la dissuasion assure la protection de leurs interets vitaux 
contre toute menace d'ou qu'elle vienne. Un tel debat ne pourrait qu'etre 
prejudiciable a Ia cohesion de !'Alliance. 

II me ·parait de loin preferable de poursuivre la politique conduite, avec 
succes jusqu'a present, pour centrer la proliferation nucleaire et balisti.que d'Etats 
tels que la Coree du Nord. l'Irak. ou l'Iran. 
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Je sais !'emotion suscitee dans votre pays par la perspective de nouvelles 
menaces. s'ajoutant a celles deja connues, et susceptibles d'atteindre le territoire 
americain. Je souhaite neanmoins appeler votre attention sur les consequences 
que !'initiative de Defense antimissiles du territoire- americain pourrait avoir 
ailleurs dans le monde en modifiant des equilibres difficilement acquis et en 
affectant le processus global du desannement. condition essentielle de la paix et 
de la stabilite. De nornbreuses regions du globe pourraient en subir !es effers, a 
commencer par !'Europe, ou les inten~ts de securite americains sont directement 
concern es. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President. !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

r 

cques CHIRAC 

TOTAL PAGECS) 04 
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SUBJECT : Response to President Chirac on NMD and ABM 

Attached is response from the President to President Chirac on 
NMD and ABM, revised as per Jim Steinberg ' s request . 

Concurrence by: Blinken Gordon Samore Krass 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

HANS A. BINNENDIJK 

STEVEN P. ANDREASEN s.ffe 

Attached is a response 
on NMD and ABM . 

ident to President Chirac 

The NSC received the incoming rrespondence on September 29 . 

Concurrence by: Samore 
C,..$ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the ndum to the President at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum o the Presici2nt 

Tab A Le ter to President Chirac 
Tab B tter from President Chirac 
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Dear Mr. President: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thank you for your letter regarding Nati al Missile Defense 
(NMD) and the Anti-Ballistic Missile ( ) Treaty. We are in 
complete agreement that our experts ne to remain in close 
contact on this matter. I am please to hear that your Foreign 
Ministry's Political Director will in Washington in November 
to continue our dialogue on these other related issues. 

For a number of years, the Admin' tration's policy, strongly 
supported by our Congress, has en to develop a limited NMD for 
possible deployment. Given th proliferation of ballistic 
m.issi~e technology to countri that are potentially hostile to 
the United States (a situati that did not exist when the ABM 
Treaty was signed in 1972) whose calculations regarding 
deterrence are less certai than those of the former Soviet 
Union, our government owe the American people to 
determine whether such a is feasible. 

Also, I agree with you hat the possible deployment of a limited 
NMD raises serious is es associated with arms control, 
nonproliferation, an deterrence. These are issues that 
directly affect the ecurity of the American people, as well as 
our close allies. at is why I have initiated a consultative 
process with Franc and other countries well in advance of my 
decision on wheth to proceed with deployment of a limited NMD 
system. That dee sion will take into account the feasibility of 
such a defense, well as considerations relating to the 
threat, cost an 

The United Sta s does not seek through our NMD program to 
undermine the nternational regimes that underpin our global 
effort to re ce dangers associated with the spread of weapons 
of mass des uction. I have consistently made clear to 
President Yeltsin that we want to work cooperatively with Russia 
on missile defense and to preserve the essential premise of the 
ABM Treaty. As you know, we have now begun a dialogue with 
Russia on a set of changes to the Treaty that would be required 
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to permit the deployment of a l i mited NMD. will 
maintain the viability and effectiveness of the TreatY. 

discussions 
ssia will 

strategic stability and not undercut deterrence. 
made clear we are prepared to work for even deeper 
strategic nuclear arms in START III and have beg 
with Russia to achieve this objective. I hope 
choose the cooperative path we have offered o 
START, which I believe is in our common inte 
engaging China on issues associated with 

oth ABM and 
We are also 

NMD program. 

Finally, my Administration will redouble our efforts to work in 
concert with France and our allies to rengthen the global 
nonproliferation regime. This will i lude efforts to ensure a 
successful Nonproliferation Treaty R iew _Conference next year 
and to press forward with the Missie Technology Control Regime, 
Chemical Weapons Convention, Fissi e Material Cutoff Treaty, and 
Biological Weapons Convention. P. ogress in establishing and 
strengthening these vital accor is particularly important in 
light of the U.S. Senate's rec vote on the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT). As I said f t er the vote, the United States 
is not abandoning the CTBT: he Senate has taken us on a 
detour, but America eventua y always returns to the main road, 
and we will do so again. am confident that the United States 
will eventually ratify th Test Ban Treaty. In this context, I 
want to thank you ly for your October 8 letter to the 
New York Times in support of the CTBT. 

I look forward to 

His Excellenc 
Jacques Chir 

you soon in Italy. 

Sincerely, 

President of the French Republic 
Paris 



Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC) 

From: Fuchs, Joachim D. (WHSR) 
Sent: Monday, November 01, 1999 9:32 PM 
To: 
Subject: 

@EXECSEC - Executive Secretary; @NSA - Natl Security Advisor 
FW: Letter to Chirac fGO~JFIDE►ffliAcL) 

Please pass this attachment as part of the package to JBS. 

sr036.tif 

-Original Message-
From: Fuchs, Joachim D. (VVHSR) 
Sent: Monday, November 01 , 1999 9:18 PM 
To: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary; @NSA - Natl Security Advisor 
Subject: Letter to Chirac f60tlFIBD•;i:1f!t'I 

Please pass to JBS at OOB Oslo time. Duplicate hard copy will come thr. gh Oslo commcenter if you can not print it 

from this e-mail. JD 

!_J l!J ~ 
7232 Redo1 .doc POTUS to Chirac 

!tr.doc MTP.doc 
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MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

THROUGH : 
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STEVEN P . ANDREASEN Sit}-

Response to President Chira 

Attached is response from the Preside 
NMD and ABM , revised as per Jim Ste· 

to President Chirac on 

Concurrence by : 

RECOMMENDATION 

Blinken 

'Ti 
Krass 
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That you sign the to the President at Tab I . 
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Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Lett · from President Chirac 
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7232 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT l..o,s- -02>o'l- n- "('·S') 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 
\<Rtt 3/3/ 1J> ;t_o 

SUBJECT: Response to President Chirac on and ABM 

Purpose 

To respond to 
Defense (NMD) and the Anti-Ballistic Mi 

on National Missile 
(ABM) Treaty. 

Background 

President Chirac has written you our NMD and ABM policy 
following John Holum's trip to P is in mid-September, where 
John and an interagency team e lained the August decisions we 
had taken with respect to NMD nd the ABM Treaty. 

Chirac is 
particular that our plan 
stability; will bring 
the strategic balance 
world; could provide 

rection we are heading, noting in 
are detrimental to international 

o questjon one of the cornerstones of 
.e., the ABM Treaty) in Europe and the 

pretext for proliferating states to avoid 
could trigger a new arms race. 

Your response not we owe it to the American people to 
determine whethe the technology of missile defense is feasible 
in light of new threats to our s e curity, and ma~es clear we want 
to work with ssia cooperativel~1 to preserve the ABM Treaty. 
You also not we are committed tc, continuing consul tat ions with 
France, and o strengthening the global nonproliferation regime. 
You conclude by thanking Chirac for his support on CTBT. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Letter from President Chirac 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Reason: 1.S(d) 
Declassify on: 10/28/2009 

CONFIDENTIAL 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBUQUE 

Paris, le 27 septernbre 

Monsieur le President, 

J'ai pns connaissance avec une grand attention des- projets de 
l'Administration americaine concemant la De se antimissiles du territoire 
americain. Je v~ms remercie d'avoir depeche a ·s. votre conseiller, M. Holum, 
pour nous en ·exposer les details et je souhai que nos experts res tent en contact 
etroit sur ce sujer. 

Je tiens a vous faire-pan en tout · anchise des rai.sons pour lesquelles, au­
dela des seuls interets frarn;ais, ces rojets me semblent porter prejudice a la 
stabilite intemationale dans son nsemble et a certains objectifs que nous 
partageons. 

En premier lieu, en o rant une breche dans le Traite ABM, ces projets 
remenenc en cause l'un de ondements de l'equilibre strategique en Europe et. 
dans le monde preserved uis plus de vingt ans. Je suis d'autant plus preoccupe 
par cette evolution que architecture du dispositif qui nous a ete presente peut 
ouvrir la voie au dep iement ulterieur de dispositifs plus ambitieux encore, 
comportant des s dans les airs et dans l'espace. Ces perspectives me 
confirment dans l'i ee qu'une fois achnis le principe d'amendements au traite 
ABM, il pourrait a.evenir difficile d'eviter a tenne sa remise en cause plus 
radicale. 

Son E ce 
illiarn J. CLINTON 

es Etats-Uni.s d'Amerique 

I 

/ 



Il serait plus sage de renforcer nos actions en faveur du desarmement et de 
la lune conrre la proliferation au travers de dispositifs intemationaux pertinents. 
11 s'agit, sur le long terme, du seul moyen de repondre efficacement et e 
maniere globale a la menace des armes de destruction massive. D'ores et eja 
l'on pen;oit des risques d'essoufflement des progres realises ces demieres nees 
sur ces sujets. Nous ne sommes pas assures que le traite d'interdiction mplete 
des essais nucleaires (TICE) puisse recueillir le nombre de tifications 
necessaires a son entree en vigueur ; la negociation d'un traite d'in diction de la 
production de marieres fissiles a des fins explosives n'est toujo s pas engagee. 
L'approche de la Conference d'examen du TNP ne rendra as ce debat plus 
facile. De la meme rnaniere, ii serait urgent d'accro'itre nos orts pour mettre en 
a:uvre un regime efficace de verification de !'interdiction es armes biologiques. 

Dans ce contexte, l'annonce par les Etats- nis du deploiement d'un 
nouveau systeme d'armes risque de foumir un pre te aux Etats proliferants qui 
voudront echapper a de nouvelles contraintes. sera en effet plus difficile de 
convaincre ces pays, qui sont pour certains ' proxirnite de foyers de tensions 
regionaux.. d'accepter de nouvelles limitatio . alors que la principale puissance 
mondiale estime necessaire de se er de nouveaux types d'a.rmes. 
Politiquernent, il existe un veritable sque de relance de la course aux 
armements. 

Enfin, je souhaiterais appe votre attention sur les consequences que 
pourrait avoir le developpemen de ces systemes d'armes sur le concept de 
dissuasion nucleaire. Si l'on time en effet necessaire de se doter d'armes 
specifiques pour proteger s territoire contre les frappes balistiques. on 
reconnait ainsi que la diss ion pourrait etre inoperante, ou a tout le moins 
insuffisante face a ce type e menace. Je crains que cette evolution ne conduise 
a un debar public portan tteinte a la securite de ceux des Allies qui, comrne la 
France, estiment que l dissuasion assure la protection de leurs interets vitaux 
contre toute menace tl'ou qu'elle vienne. Un tel debat ne pourrait qu'erre 
prejudiciable a la co sion de !'Alliance. 

11 me ·parai: de loin preferable de poursuivre la politique conduite, avec 
succes jusqu'a p sent, pour contrer la proliferation nucleaire et balistique d'Etats 
tels que la Cor' du Nord. l'Irak. ou l'Iran. 
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Je sais l'ernotion suscitee dans votre pays par la perspective de nouvelles 
menaces. s'ajoutant a celles deja connues, et suscepti.bles d'atteindre territoire 
americain . Je souhaite neanmoins appeler votre attention sur les nsequences 
que !'initiative de Defense antimissiles du territcire americ · pourrait avoir 
ailleurs dans le monde en rnodifiant des equilibres difficile ent acquis et en 
affectant le processus global du desarmement. condition es ntielle de la paix et 
de la stabilite. De nornbreuses regions du globe pourrai t en subir les effets, a 
commencer par l'Europe, ou les interets de securite ricains sont directernent 
concern es. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le Presi t. l'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

I 

cques CIIlRAC 

TOTAL PAGECS) 04 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Jacques: 

(Iv\ 
I have been reflecting~ your thou 
Missile Defense (NMD) and the Anti-B 
Treaty. You have raised a 
only for the United States 

tful letter on National 
listic Missile (ABM) 

important questions, not 
but the entire world. 

While our governments have wor hard to stop the spread of 
ballistic missiles, the poten threat continues to grow. I 
agree our common defense aga· st ballistic missile threats must 
begin with a strong deterre ; however, we simply cannot know w1U, . 

:;:> fo~ su~e whether certain sates can be deterred (recalling that CQ.vh,~_!y 
Iraq chose to use ballist c missiles against our f orces in the 
Gulf War). For this rea on, I feel my government owes it to the 
American people to fin out whether a limited missile defense is 
possible. 

I agree that 
have a serious imp 
well as internati 
close touch with 

oyment of a limited missile defense could 
ton .arms control and nonproliferation, as 

al stability. That is why I want to keep in 
ou , Tony Blair, and other allies as I consider 

d with deployment next summer. I am committed 
ogress in our arms control and nonproliferation 

whether to proc 
to continuing 
efforts. 

I have also ade clear to Boris Yeltsin that we want to work 
together w h Russia to preserve the ABM Treaty . I agree that 
the prin ples embodied in it should remain the basis for 
strateg · stability well into the new millennium. The changes [ ~slL ,, 
to the reaty we are discussing would permit deployment of a;:::_ · 1~~iP 
defense against an attack of a ~ew tens of missiles. Such a ~~ 
defense would not undercut the Treaty or stability: Russia's ·r ~ 
deterrent, as well as that of France, woul d remain intact. We ~A~ 
also want to work with Russia on even deeper reductions in ~ 
nuclear weapons in START III. I hope Russia will choose the (A,,1 

cooperative path we have offered on both ABM and START, which I u... 
believe is in our common interest. I hope you can help R-e~c( 
encourage them to do so. 'tfu.v.~s'' 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

~ ~:1 
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.. 
Finally, I want to work with you and our other allies / 
strengthen the global nonprolife .cation regime . We m 't have a 
successful Nuclear Nonproliferat i on Treaty Review C nference 
next year ; and we must press fon.,ard with the Mis le Technology 
Control Regime , Chemical Weapons Convention , Fis 1le Material 
Cutoff Treaty, and the Biologica ~ Weapons Conv tion. 

Progress in establishing and strengthening accords 
is particularly important in ligbt of our enate ' s recent vote 
on the Compreh · ve Test Ban Trc:caty (CT As I said after 
the vote, t U. S . is not abandoning th CTBT : the Senate has 
taken on a our , but Americ~ eve ually always returns to 

S main road , and we will do so aga · I am confident the 
United States will eventually ra ~: if this Treaty . You did an 
outstanding job articulating the r asons why in your otter to 

. ~ the___,.__~ .... York Times, and I want t c take this opportunity to 
Q?.,tiJ.'. ersonall thank you . n the me~ntime, I am committed to 

~rQ/ continuing the . . moratorium n nuclear testing and will take 
.J~ no action that would defeat t object and purpose of the 

Treaty . 

We should continue to speak directly on the important issues 
that you have raised and t 11 our experts to do the same . 

His Excellency 
Jacques Chirac 

Sir,.cerely, 

President of th French Republic 
Paris 
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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

DECLASSIFIED 
PER E.O. 13526 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 
'-.Olf ·ot.o'l-Pl- "(\.!i't) 
KQ\1 3/ 'J/ ~ 

SUBJECT: Response to Presi de and ABM 

Purpose 

~ t spond to a letter from 
and the Anti-

s i dent Chirac on National Missile 
-:,-

Defense (NMD) (ABM) Treaty. 

Background 

President Chirac tten you on our NMD and ABM policy 
following John Holum' trip to P,:;. ris in mid-September, where 
John and an interag cy team exp l ained the August decisions we 
had taken with res ct to NMD and the ABM Treaty. 

Chirac is criti 
particular tha 
stability; wi 
the strategi 
world; coul 

of the direct i on we are heading, noting in 
our plans are detrimental to international 

new constr 

bring into question one of the cornerstones of 
balance (i.e., the ABM Treaty) in Europe and the 

provide a pretext for proliferating states to avoid 
nts; and could trigger a new arms race. 

Your res nse notes we owe it to the American people to 
determi whether the technology of missile defense is feasible 
in lig of new threats to our security, and makes clear we want 
to wor with Russia cooperatively to preserve the ABM Treaty. 
You so note we are committed to continuing consultations with 
Fra e, and to strengthening the global nonproliferation regime. 
You conclude by thanking Chirac fJr his support on CTBT. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to President Chirrtc 
Tab B Letter from President Chi rac 

e0HFIDEN'PIAL 
Reason: 1. 5 (d) 
Declassify on: 10/28/2009 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff -



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~¼ 
OJ 

/qq 
~ 

Dear J ~ : 

f1- ?9~;;: g~:n ✓~~~{e~:?ng upon your thoughtfu!1 tter on National pl)b 
Missile (ABM) u Missile Defense (NMD) and the Ant i-Ballisti 

Treaty. You have raised a numbe r of impor 
only for the United States and Fr ance, b 

questions, not 
entire world. 

I remain committed to the ABM Treaty agree that the 
principles of deterrence embodied in should remain the basis 
for strategic stability well into t new millennium. I 
recognize the ~:~~ tance of assure deterrence to France, to 
Russia, and d n~to the United ates. 

At the same time, there are new _hreats emerging to our common 
security. One of the most tro l ing is a new class of states 
who, despite our best efforts are committed to developing long­
range ballistic missiles. agree that our common defense 
against ballistic missile reat s must begin with a strong 
deterrent ; however, we si ly cannot know for sure whether g~ 
certain states can be de rred. North Korea, which is well on f f<t < . $ ~ .'J--=' 
the way to developing a @ , f o r example, could lash out in 
time of crisis, cular if the regime itself begins to 
fail. For this I feel my government owes it to the 
American people out whether a limited missile defense is 
possible. 

I have made o Boris Yeltsin that we want to work together 
with Russia tom t these new threats and preserve the ABM _ 
Treaty. The ch ges to the Treaty we are discussing would _ r'!;::- ; ,..,1:' ., 
permit deploym t of a defense a gainst an attack of a few ~ en~ ) - ~ t 
of missiles. uch a defense would not undercut stability or the 
principles o the Treaty: Russi a 's deterrent, as well as that 
o f France, w uld remain intact. We also want to work with 
Russia one en deeper reductions in nuclear weapons in 
START III. I hope Russia will choose the cooperative path we 
have offer don both ABM and START, which I believe is in our 
common in I hope you can help encourage them to do so. 
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I also want to work with you and our other allies to strengthen 
the global nonproliferation regime. We must have a successful 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty Review Conference and 
we must press forward with the Missile Technology 
Regime, Chemical Weapons Convention, Fissile Material 
Treaty, and the Biological Weapons Convention. 

Progress in establishing and strengthening these 
is particularly important in light of our Senat recent vote 
on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). said after 
the vote, the U.S. is not abandoning the CTB. the Senate has 
taken us on a detour, but America eventual always returns to 
the main road, and we will do~o again. am confid..~t the 
United States will [eventuall~ ~ify th· Treati: '' I am grateful 
for your powerful letter to the New Yo Times (with Tony and 
Gerhard) articulating the reasons wh he Treaty is in our 
common interest. In the meantime, am committed to continuing 
the U.S. moratorium on nuclear tes ng and will take no action 
that would defeat the object rpose of the Treaty. 

I will want to keep in close 
other allies as I consider wh 
next summer.~e must1ftlso 
continue progress in our a 
efforts. We should conti 

with you, Tony Blair, and 
to proceed with deployment 

ain engaged on what we can do to 
s control and nonproliferation 

e to speak directly on this issue, 
and tell our experts 

His Excellenc 
Jacques Chir 

the same. ,r, n;; v:t: . -

Sincerely, 

President of he French Republic 
Paris 



Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC) 

From: Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC) 
Sent: Wednesday, November 03, 1999 11 :03 AM 

Andreasen, Steven P. (DEFENSE) To: 
Cc: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary; @NONPRO - Export 

Controls; @NSA - Natl Security Advisor 
Subject: PCKG 7232 -- Additional Memorandum, Chirac Letter feE~~~fflli~ 

Steve, 

We have the diskette and original package in ExecSec. Attached is the mo ecent version we have of the memorandum 
to the President for your use in the redo. 

POTUS to Chirac 

MTP.doc 

-Original Message-
From: Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC) 
Sent: Wednesday, November 03, 1999 10:57 AM 
To: Andreasen, Steven P. (DEFENSE) 
Cc: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @EXECSEC - retary; @NONPRO - Export Controls; @NSA - Natl Security Advisor 
Subject: FW: Final Third Draft of Chirac Letter . .. ~~iel!!M~ 
Importance: High 

Steve, 

Revised letter -- edits from Mr. Steinberg for your action for the redo package. 

June 

-Original Message-
From: Andreasen, Steven P. (DE NSE) 
Sent: Tuesday, November 02, 1 9 5:41 PM 
To: ffiEXECSEC - Executive ecretary 
Cc: DEFENSE - Defense olicy; @EUROPE - Euroi::an Affairs; @NONPRO - Export Controls; @RUDMAN 
Subject: inal Third Draft of Ch' c Letter ... -1,CQ~ll-llilliHT t.t 
Importance: High 

Exec Sec--

Attached below is the re 1sed Chirac letter I have recleared on this side of the street, based on a Binnendijk -
Steinberg conversation According to Binnendijk, Jim would like to see this on the plane. If you want us to send over 
a "REDO II" package jn hard copy, I'm prepared to do that. If you just want to e-mail or fax out the new letter, we will 
stand done on the h fdcopy. Let me know. 

Thanks. Steve. 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526 

White House Guidelines, May 16, 2017 
By Rb$ NARA, Date.1Lt!t.L..lfo~ o 
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Dear Jacques : 

I have been reflecting upon your thoughtful letter on National 
Missile Defense (NMD) and the Anti - Ballistic Mis ile (ABM) 
Treaty . You have raised a number of important 
only for the United States and France , but th 

uestions , not 
entire world . 

I remain committed to the ABM Treaty and a ree that the 
principles of deterrence embodied in its ould remain the basis 
for strategic stability well into then millennium . I 
recognize the importance of assured de errence to France , to 
Russia , and indeed to the United Stats . 

At the same time , there are new thr ats emerging to our common 
security . One of the most troubl' g is a new class of states 
who , despite our best efforts , a committed to developing long­
range ballistic missiles . I ag ee that our common defense 
against ballistic missile thre ts must begin with a strong 
deterrent ; however , we simply cannot know for sure 
cer tain states can be deterr d. North Korea , or example , could 
lash out in time of c risis , in particular i the regime itself 
begins to fail. For this eason , I feel my government owes it 
to the American people find out whether a limited missile 
defense i s possible . 

~ 
~-

t---- i,., 
v-->-") 

~~ 
\ (.. ,~ 

h d l 
. l . h , _'1A,\lk-

I ave ma e c ear to oris Ye ts1.n t at we want to work together w~ Al\ 

with Russia to meet ese new threats and preserve the ABM \~ LC)d\ u, 
Treaty . The change to the Treaty we are discussing would ,IW yil~ 
permit deployment fa defense against an attack of a few tens 
of missiles . Sue a defense would not undercut stability or the lo , 
principles of th Treaty : Russia ' s deterrent , as well as that CJ,.vt.Jcpip:/ 
of France , woul remain intact . We also want to work with ~eJl1'. 
Russia on even deeper reductions in nuclear weapons in AV\ ) J 
START III . I ope Russia will choose the cooperative path we 
have offered on both ABM and START , which I believe is in our 
common I hope you can help encourage them to do so . 

to work with you and our other allies to strengthen 
nonproliferation regime . We must have a successful 

Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty Review Conference next year ; and 
we must press forward with the Missile Technology Control 
Regime , Chemical Weapons Convention , Fissile Material Cutoff 
Treaty , and the Biological Weapons Convention . 

Progress in establishing and strengthening these vital accords 
is particularly important in light of our Senate ' s recent vote 

DECLASSIFIED 
PER E.O. 13526 
lt>15- e>&o"l - M- "'- (t.S«,J 
KSH 3/3/1.Pl°I 



on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) . As I said after 
the vote , the U. S. is not abandoning the CTBT : the Senate as 
taken us on a detour , but America eventually always retu s to 
the main road , and we will do so again . I am confident the 
United States will eventually ratify this Treaty . Yr-'";....,-+-i-1.i ~ 

p.utstandirrg JW articulating the reasons why r to 

personally 
continuing the U.S . moratorium on nuclear 
no action that would defeat the object a 

take 

Treaty . 

I will want to keep in close touch 
other allies as I consider whether 
next summer . 
continue 
efforts . 

We must also remain 
progress in our arms co 

We should continue to spea 
and tell our experts to do th 

His Excellency 
Jacques Chirac 
President of the 
Paris 

Republic 

Tony B 
ed with 

ir , and 
ployment 
can do to on what w 

nonprolif ation 
irectly on t ·s issue , 

(c,...v.. 



-----Original Message-----
From: Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC) 
Sent: Tuesday, November 02, 1999 6:00 PM 
To: @COMM -WHSR.Comm Officers 
Cc: @SDO-WHSR Senior Duty Officers; @DEFENSE - Defense Policy 
Subject: FW: Final Third Draft of Chirac Letter ... !€01lFl9D4;r1,a,Lj 
Importance: High 

STEVE: We wi ll have letter forwarded to the plane. No need to sen over hard copy. 

@COMM: Please forward attached document below to Mr. Stei erg on the plane, with 
the note attached. 

June 

-----Original Message-----
From: Andreasen, Steven P. (DEFENSE) 
Sent: Tuesday, November 02, 1999 5:41 PM 
To: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Cc: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @EUROPE - European ffairs; @NONPRO - Export Controls; @RUDMAN 
Subject: Final Third Draft of Chirac Letter ... ~.ltill;J.[Jl;.Al.i.Al!,J.I 
Importance: High 

Exec Sec --

Attached below is the revised Chirac lett I have recleared on this side of the street, 
based on a Binnendijk - Steinberg conv, rsation . According to Binnendijk, Jim would 
like to see this on the plane. If you w nt us to send over a "REDO 11" package in hard 
copy, I'm prepared to do that. If yo just want to e-mail or fax out the new letter, we will 
stand done on the hardcopy. Let e know. 

Thanks. Steve. 

POTUS to Chirac 

!tr.doc 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526 

White House Guidelines, May 16, 2017 
By ~ NARA, Date..lLt!!l!oa D 

~l> 15 • O'll)lq -M 



TIME OF TRANSMISSION: 

WHITEHOUSE 
SITUATION ROOM 

TIME OF RECEIPT: 

PRECEDENCE 

IMMEDIATE 

CLASSIFICATION: RELEASER: 

-COl~l'IDl!!!f<J I IA[ 

FROM: STEVE ANDREASEN 

SUBJECT: FINAL THIRD DRAFT OF CHIRAC LETTE 

PLEASE DELIVER TO: 

LOCATION 

AF-1 

SPECIAL DE VERY INSTRUCTIONS/REMARKS: 

02231 SZ NOV 99 

SR066 

ROOM: 

PAGES: 4 

ROOM PHONE 

UNCLASSIFIED UPON REMOVAL 
OF CLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS 
Initials: R t> $ Date: \/J'f 1~%0 

~01,S• 0'1 Otl•I.., 
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ACTION 

s CONFlOENTIAI: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 

SUBJECT: Response to President 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter from Presiden 
Defense (NMD) and the Anti-Balli~;t · 

Background 

7232 

DECLASSIFIED 
PER E.O. 13526 

:l.P\5 -o~t\-r"l· '{\ . .51) 
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on NMD and ABM 

on National Missile 
(ABM) Treaty. 

President Chirac has written 
following John Holum's trip 
John and an interagency te 
had taken with respect to 

ou on our NMD and ABM policy 
o Pa ris in mid-September, where 
exp .·:. ained the August decisions we 

D and the ABM Treaty. 

Chirac is critical of t e JiirecLLon we are heading, noting in 
particular that our p n~ are detrimental to international 
stability; will brin into quest ~on one of the cornerstones of 
the strategic balan e (i.e., the ABM Treaty) in Europe and the 
world; could provi ea pretext f J r proliferating states to avoid 
new constraints; nd could trigge r a new arms race. 

Your response ates we owe it t o the American people to 
determine whe er the technology of missile defense is feasible 
in light of ew threats to our security, and makes clear we want 
to wo rk wit Russia cooperativel y t o preserve the ABM Treaty. 
You also n te we are committed to continuing consultations with 
France, ad to strengthening the global nonproliferation regime. 

ude by thanking Chirac for his support on CTBT. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter~to Chi v a~ at Tab A. 

Q 
. - \ __ 

Attachments ~ 
Tab A Letter to/\ C~ 
Tab B Letter f~dm ~Chirac 

-€-OHFIEJl!:W!IAL ~ 
Reason: 1. 5 (d) '\' 
Declassify on: 10/28/2009 CONFIBENTfAJ.:-

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



Dear Mr. President: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thank you for your letter regardiJg National Mi sil 
(NMD) and the Anti-Ballistic MisE;ile (ABM) Tre ty. e are in 
complete agreement that our expe i ts need to main i close 
contact on this matter . I am pl e ased to her that y 
Ministry's Political Director wi l l be in W shington 
continue our dialogue on these artd other elated issues . 

For a number of years, the Admin.i strat · on' s polic~strongly 
supported by our Con ressrhas h -:.e:n o develop o;f\:>ossible 
deployment. imi ted NMD · en _ th proliferation of ballistic 
missile technology to countries t h are potentially hostile to 
the United States (a situation th t did not exist when the ABM 
Treaty was signed in 1972) and ose calculations iegarding 
deterrence are less certain th those of the former Soviet 
Union , our government owes it o the American people to 
determine whether such a def se is feasible. 

~/ I ~gree wi~h yo1:1 that the ossib~~~ of a limited NMD 
raises serious issues ass ciated th arms control , 
nonproliferation , and d errence issues that directly affect 
the security of the Am rican peo_ , as well as our close 
allies. That is why have init Lated a consultative process 
with France and othe countries well in advance of my decision 
.aie:1t-E cmmt.us-. on whet er to proceed with d~ployment of a limited 
NMD system . That ecision will ·: ake into account the 
feasibility ha defense , a s well as considerations 
relating to hreat, cost anc arms control . 

The United St tes does not seek through our NMD program to 
undermine th international regimes that underpin our global 
effort tor duce dangers associ a ~ed with the spread of weapons 
of mass de truction . I have consistently made clear to 
President Yeltsin that we want to work cooperatively with Russia 
on missil defense and to prese~ve the essential premise of the 
ABM Treaty. As you know , we haY·e now begun a dialogue with 
Russia on a set of changes to the Treaty that would be required 
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to permit the deployment of a limited NMD . These changes will 
maintain the viability and effectiveness of the Treaty, prese e 
strategic stability and not undercut deterrence. We have a o 
made clear we are prepared to work for even deeper reduct· ns in 
strategic nuclear arms in START III and have begun disc sions 
with Russia to achieve this objective . I hope Russia ill 
choose the cooperative path we have offered on both 
START, which I believe is in our common interest . also 

China on issues associated with our NMD 

ally , my Administration will redouble our e rorts to work in 
cert with France and our allies to strengt en the global 
proliferation regime. This w· l include fforts to ensure a 

£-..... cessf · e n t year and to press forward 
J ht MTC, WC, CT dBW Progre sin establishing and 

· strengt~=--t-"1"'1,--r--+'-t"l~se ords is pa icularly important in 
light of the U.S . Senate ' s recent vote on the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT) . As I said after t e vote, the U. S . is not 
abandoning the CTBT : the Senate has taken us on a detour, but 
America eventually always returns the main road, and we will 
do so again. I am confident that he United States will 
eventually ratify the Test Ban T eaty. In this context , I want 
to personally thank you for you October 8 letter to the New 
York Times in strong support o the CTBT . 

His Excellency 
Jacques Chirac 
President oft e French Republic 
Paris 

-~~ 
ely , V -





Washington, October 25, 1999 

Dear Mr. Berger, 

Please find herewith the original of a message that was sent on 

September 27, 1999 to President Clintonjrom Mr. Jacques Chirac, President 

of the French Republic. 

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the President. 

The Honorable 
Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

OCT2910:28 

With regards, 

Franc;ois Bujon de l'Estang 



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Paris, September 27, 1999 

Mr. President, [handwritten] Dear Bill, 

I was very interested to learn of the Administration's plans for a national 
missile defense. I thank you for sending your adviser, Mr. Hoium, to Paris to go 
over the details, and want our experts to remain in close touch on this matter. 

I would like to explain to you in all frankness why, looking beyond purely 
French interests, I believe these plans are detrimental to international stability as a 
whole and to certain objectives we have in common. 

First, by opening a breach in the ABM Treaty, these plans bring into 
question one of the cornerstones of the strategic balance in Europe and the world 
that has been preserved for more than 20 years. I am all the more concerned by 
this development as the architecture of the system presented to us may pave the 
way for the later deployment of even more ambitious systems involving weapons 
in the atmosphere and space. These prospects confirm my belief that once the 
principle of amending the ABM treaty's very object is admitted, it could become 
difficult to prevent more radical challenges to it. 

It would be wiser to strengthen our actions to further disarmament and 
prevent proliferation through pertinent international arrangements. In the long 
run, this is the only way to respond effectively and globally to the threat of 
weapons of mass destruction. Even now, one can see the dangers of losing 
momentum in the progress achieved in recent years on these matters. We cannot 
be sure that the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) will obtain the requisite 
number of ratifications to enter into force; negotiations on a Fissile Materials cut­
off Treaty (FMCT) have yet to get underway. The run-up to the NPT review 
conference will not make the debate any easier. Likewise, we should as a matter 
of urgency be increasing our efforts to negotiate and implement an effective 
verification protocol to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC). 



Given this context, the announcement by the United States that it will 
deploy a new weapons system could provide a pretext for proliferating states 
which want to avoid new constraints. It will actually be more difficult to 
convince such countries, some of them in areas of great regional tensions, to 
accept new limitations when the principal world power considers it necessary to 
acquire new types of weapons. Politically, there is a definite risk of triggering a 
new arms race. 

Lastly, I should like to draw your attention to the consequences that the 
development of these weapons systems could have on the concept of nuclear 
deterrence. If it is considered necessary to acquire specific weapons to protect 
one's territory against ballistic missile strikes, then it is recognized that deterrence 
might not work or at least might be inadequate to face this type of threat. I am 
afraid that such a development might lead to a public debate which would 
undermine the security of those allies which, like France, consider deterrence 
sufficient for the protection of their vital interests against any threat, regardless of 
origin. Such a debate could only be prejudicial to Alliance cohesion. 

It seems to me preferable by far to continue the policy successfully pursued 
to date to counter the nuclear and ballistic proliferation of states like North 
Korea, Iraq and Iran. 

I am aware of the feelings in your country at the prospect of new threats, 
adding to those which are already Imo~ which could strike American territory. 
Nevertheless, I wish to call your attention to the consequences that the U.S. 
national missile defense initiative could have elsewhere in the world by changing 
the balances achieved with such difficulty and by affecting the global process of 
disarmament, which is a necessary condition for peace and stability. Many 
regions in the world could be affected, beginning with Europe, where U.S. 
security interests are directly at stake. 

[ complimentary close] 

[handwritten] Best regards, 

Jacques Chirac 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLlQUE 

Paris, le 27 septembre 1999. 

Monsieur le President, 

J'ai pris connaissance avec une grande attention des projets de 
!'Administration americaine concemant la Defense antimissiles du territoire 
americain. Je vous remercie d'avoir depeche a Paris, votre conseiller, M. Holum, 
pour nous en exposer les details et je souhaite que nos experts restent en contact 
etroit sur ce sujet. 

Je tiens a vous faire-part en toute franchise des raisons pour lesquelles, au­
dela des seuls interets fran~ais, ces projets me semblent porter prejudice a la 
stabilite intemationale dans son ensemble et a certains objectifs que nous 
partageons. 

En premier lieu, en ouvrant une breche dans le Traite ABM, ces projets 
remettent en cause l'un des fondements de l'equilibre strategique en Europe et 
dans le monde preserve depuis plus de vingt ans. Je suis d'autant plus preoccupe 
par cette evolution que !'architecture du dispositif qui nous a ete presente peut 
ouvrir la voie au deploiement ulterieur de dispositifs plus ambitieux encore, 
comportant des armes dans les airs et dans l'espace. Ces perspectives me 
confirment dans l'idee qu'une fois admis le principe d'amendements au traite 
ABM, il pourrait devenir difficile d'eviter a terme sa remise en cause plus 
radicale. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 
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11 serait plus sage de renforcer nos actions en faveur du desarmement et de 
la lutte contre la proliferation au travers de dispositifs intemationaux pertinents. 
11 s'agit, sur le long terme, du seul moyen de repondre efficacement et de 
maniere globale a la menace des armes de destruction massive. D'ores et deja 
l'on per~oit des risques d'essoufflement des progres realises ces demieres annees 
sur ces sujets. Nous ne sommes pas assures que le traite d'interdiction complete 
des essais nucleaires (TICE) puisse recueillir le nombre de ratifications 
necessaires a son entree en vigueur ; la negociation d'un traite d'interdiction de la 
production de matieres fissiles a des fins explosives n'est toujours pas engagee. 
L'approche de la Conference d'examen du TNP ne rendra pas ce debat plus 
facile. De la meme maniere, il serait urgent d'accroitre nos efforts pour mettre en 
ceuvre un regime efficace de verification de l'interdiction des armes biologiques. 

Dans ce contexte, l'annonce par les Etats-Unis du deploiement d'un 
nouveau systeme d'armes risque de foumir un pretexte aux Etats proliferants qui 
voudront echapper a de nouvelles contraintes. 11 sera en effet plus difficile de 
convaincre ces pays, qui sont pour certains a proximite de foyers de tensions 
regionaux, d'accepter de nouvelles limitations alors que la principale puissance 
mondiale estime necessaire de se doter de nouveaux types d'armes. 
Politiquement, il existe un veritable risque de relance de la course aux 
armements. 

Enfin, je souhaiterais appeler votre attention sur les consequences que 
pourrait avoir le developpement de ces systemes d'armes sur le concept de 
dissuasion nucleaire. Si l'on estime en effet necessaire de se doter d'armes 
specifiques pour proteger son territoire contre les frappes balistiques, on 
reconnait ainsi que la dissuasion pourrait etre inoperante, ou a tout le moins 
insuffisante face a ce type de menace. J e crains que cette evolution ne conduise 
a un debat public portant atteinte a la securite de ceux des Allies qui, comme la 
France, estiment que la dissuasion assure la protection de leurs interets vitaux 
contre toute menace d'ou qu'elle vienne. Un tel debat ne pourrait qu'etre 
prejudiciable a la cohesion de l'Alliance. 

11 me parait de loin preferable de poursuivre la politique conduite, avec 
succes jusqu'a present, pour contrer la proliferation nucleaire et balistique d'Etats 
tels que la Coree du Nord, l'lrak ou l'lran. 



3 

Je sais !'emotion suscitee dans votre pays par la perspective de nouvelles 
menaces, s'ajoutant a celles deja connues, et susceptibles d'atteindre le territoire 
americain. Je souhaite neanmoins appeler votre attention sur les consequences 
que !'initiative de Defense antimissiles du territoire americain pourrait avoir 
ailleurs dans le monde en modifiant des equilibres difficilement acquis et en 
affectant le processus global du desarmement, condition essentielle de la paix et 
de la stabilite. De nombreuses regions du globe pourraient en subir les effets, a 
commencer par !'Europe, ou les interets de securite americains sont directement 
concemes. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres haute 
consideration. 

B:::,. 
I 

cques CHIRAC 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 7, 2000 

Dear Jacques: 

Thank you for your 
200 anniversary of 
George Washington. 
tribute are deeply 

kind words on the 
the death of 

Your message and 
appreciated. 

The role that France played to support our 
fledgling nation was critical. The 
cooperation and solidarity between us then, 
as now, is a tribute to our common values and 
love of democracy. I am gratified to know 
that the memory of George Washington 
continues to inspire people throughout the 
world as well as new generations of 
Americans. 

Again, thank you for your letter. 

His Excellency 
Jacques Chirac 

Sincerely, 

President of the French Republic 
Paris 

'j 

J 
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ACTION 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
3 --7-oo 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 6, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
0

~NT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

SAMUEL BERG~ hrr 
Letter to President Chirac 

8943 

Respond to a letter from French President Jacques Chirac. 

Background 

~resident Chirac wrote to you on the 200th anniversary of the 
death of George Washington. Your response to President Chirac 
is at Tab A. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to President Chirac 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

PHOTOCOPY WJC HANDWRITING 
cc: Vice President 

Chief of Staff 
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BLINKE® 
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THROUGH: ANTONY 

FROM: 

8943 

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to French President Jacques 
Chirac 

President Chirac wrote to the POTUS on the 200th anniversary of 
the death of George Washington. Attached at Tab I is your 
memorandum to the President forwarding a draft response to 
President Chirac. 

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on February 11, 
2000. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 
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LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le (> decembre 1999 

Monsieur le President, 

Le 14 decembre 1999, les Etats-Unis commemoreront le deuxieme 
centenaire de la disparition de Georges Washington, le pere de la nation 
americaine et le protecteur de ses libertes. 

Je tiens, en cette occasion, a rendre hommage a la memoire du heros 
de l'Independance americaine, auquel la France est attachee par l'Histoire. 

La force de caractere de Georges Washington et sa passion pour son 
pays sont autant de marques d'une ame exceptionnelle a meme de constituer 
une source d'inspiration pour les hommes et les femmes de notre epoque. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, l'expression de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

acques CHIRAC 

Photocopy Misc. Handwriting 



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

Paris, le 6 decembre 1999 

Monsieur le President, 

Le 14 decembre 1999, les Etats-Unis commemoreront le deuxieme 
centenaire de la disparition de Georges Washington, le pere de la nation 
americaine et le protecteur de ses libertes. 

Je tiens, en cette occasion, a rendre hommage a la memoire du heros 
de l'Independance americaine, auquel la France est attachee par l'Histoire. 

La force de caractere de Georges Washington et sa passion pour son 
pays sont autant de marques d'une ame exceptionnelle a meme de constituer 
une source d'inspiration pour les hommes et les femmes de notre epoque. 

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, !'expression de ma tres 
haute consideration. 

53> -~ -.. ...... ; .._l_ .. ""\ ......r ) 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur William J. CLINTON 
President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

acques CHIRAC 



Dear Mr. President, 

[handwritten:] Dear Bill, 

On December 14, 1999, the United States will commemorate the 200th anniversary of 

the death of George Washington, the father of the American nation and the protector of 

its liberties. 

On this occasion, I want to pay tribute to the memory of the hero of American 

independence, to whom France is bound by history. 

George Washington's strength of character and his passion for his country are so many 

signs of an exceptional soul, one worthy of inspiring the men and woman of our own 

time. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the expression of my highest regards. 

[handwritten:] With my warmest personal regards, 

Jacques Chirac 



Washington, December 17, 1999 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

Please find herewith a letter from Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the 
French Republic, addressed to President William Clinton, that I was asked to 
forward to his High Addressee. 

The text of this letter has already been conveyed to you on December 6, 
1999. 

With high regards, I am, 

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Tel : 456-9480 

M 
C\J 
(.) 
LI.I 
Q 

Yours respectfully, 

Fran~ois Bujon de l'Estang 



UNCLASSIFIED 

SS# 9922988 (REVISED) 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

February 11, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Subject: Letter to French President Jacques Chirac from 
President Clinton 

Attached is the text of a proposed response from 
President Clinton to President Chirac's letter on the 200th 
anniversary of the death of George Washington. 

~:w)>J~:1/w 
Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

Tab 1 - Draft letter to President Chirac 
Tab 2 - Incoming correspondence 
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Dear Mr. President: 

Department of State 
DRAFT LETTER 

Thank you for your kind words on the 200th 

anniversary of the death of George Washington. Your 

message and tribute are deeply appreciated. The role that 

France played to support our fledgling nation was critical. 

Your nation's assistance to the United States then, as now, 

is a tribute to our common values and love of democracy. 

It is gratifying to know that the memory of George 

Washington, his work and character, continues to inspire 

citizens throughout the world as well as new generations of 

Americans. 

His Excellency 
Jacques Chirac, 

Sincerely, 

William J. Clinton 

President of the French Republic, 
Paris. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear 
~✓ 
Jacquei;: o""" 

Thank you for your kind words on the 200 th 

anniversary of the death of George 
yashi~ton. Your ~sage and tribute are 

~eepl~appreciated.f The role that France 
f 1 __...:..____j J played to~pport our fledgling nation was 

~·erilica~.P.t.. The cooperatioi:1 and s~lidar~i~ 
between us then, as now, is a tribute ~ ~ 
common values and love of democracy. , 

.JAN""' gratif~ to know that the memory of George 
Washington,_.l:.is wo;i;;k .rd character, continues 
to inspire people throughout the world as 
well as new generations of Americans. 

. ~ •';:'t(S V ,-;-~ • .;. . ::p ~ \'\ ;J-. ~ _, \ \....-" . \.'.. •1l• .I \ ' -• _1 

Sincerely, 

1- l.• ., ,, __ . 
, ·;- ·l >-t -

His Excellency/Jacques Chirac 
President of the Frenc~ Republic 
Paris 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear 

Thank you for your kind words on the 2 00 th 

anniversary of the death of George 
y .ashi~ton. Your rri.e.i3S a ge and tribute are 

~eeplilappreciated. f The role that France 
r 

1
~ J played toJ::pport our f ledgling nation was 

~· e:ritic&P.t- The cooperation and solidarity 
between us then, as now, is a tribute 
common values and love of democracy . 

.J AN"' gratif~ to know tha t: the memory of George 
Washington,_hie work srd character, cont inues 
to inspire people throughout the world as 
well as new generatiorn; of Americans. 

( .'\''-!ff? .i-r;---. • .• .:., • 
.---;-ii A - ., ·,i.._,,,,.-. •J<'•·· ''~ .,:;,. _. :'I rr ';-" :-1-. , ... J 

· - Sincerely, 

-:1.- l.; ·' ,~_ . 
• ,,;---(>( -

His Excellency/ Jacques Chirac 
President of the Frenct Republic 
Paris 
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